




1









TESTIMONY

TAKEN BY

THE JO-INT SELECT COMMITTEE

TO tXQUIRH INTO

THE COIDITIOI OF AFFAIRS

THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES.

VOI^TJIME 1.

^"^^ ,1913

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTINa OFFICE.

1872.





THE KU-KLUX CONSPIRACY.

Tliis report cousists of tliirteen volumes.

Volume I contains the report of the committee and the views of the minority.

Volume II contains the testimony taken by the committee in relation to North Caro-

lina, aud the report of the trials in the United States circuit court held a£ Raleigh,

North Carolina.

Volumes III, IV, and V contain testimony taken by the committee in relation to

South Carolina, and the rei^ort of the trials in the United States circuit court held at

Columbia, South Carolina. Index to the three volumes is contained in volume III.

Volumes VI and VII contain testimony taken by the committee in relation to Geor-

gia. Index is contained in volume VI.

Volumes VIII, IX, and X contain testimonj'^ taken by the committee in relation to

Alabama. Index is contained in volume VIII.

Volumes XI and XII contain testimony taken by the committee in relation to Mis-

sissippi. Index is contained in volume XI.

Volume XIII contains miscellaneous testimony taken by the committee, testimony

in relation to Florida, and miscellaneous documents.





i]NrDE ^^.

A.
» Page.

ABERCROMBIE, EGBERT H., testimony pf. 1103-1113
resident of Tuskegee, Macon Coiiuty ; native of the State; a lawyer 1103
a democrat ; was in the confederate army 1111
particulars of the attack on James H. Alston, and the riot growing out of it, ] 104, 1105,

1103, 1109, 1110, 1113
character of Alston and Bill Dougherty 1106, 1107
inflammatory speeches made by Alston 1108
perfect quiet, peace, and harmony now prevail between the whites and blacks

in Macon County ; reduction in the number of votes since the attack on
Alston 1111

a large number of democratic negroes in Macon County 1111, 1112
reason for this change of politics ; relative party vote 11 ]'2

Abrahams, Judge, efforts to get him^ut of office 1777, 1778, 1779
Abrahams, Judge, how he obtained his office 1779, 178U
ABRAHAMS, WILLIAM THOMAS, testimony of 137^8-1387

resident of McKinley, Marengo County ; a physician ; was justice of the
peace 1378

was president of the Loyal League of McKinley ; was not a republican 1382
his object in joining 1382, 1383
his vote for Mr. Hay his only republican one 1384
the county has always been peaceable and quiet, with the usual exceptions of

lawlessness ..1378, 1379
serious disturbance of the peace of McKinley threatened on the 14th of Octo-

ber, 1871, in connection with political meeting to be addressed by William
B.Jones 1379,1380,1384

steps taken to preserve the peace at meeting to be held October 28, 1871, to be
addressed by W. B. Jones 1380, 1381

character and objects of Mr. Jones 1381 , 1385, 1386, 1387
Union League existed in Marengo in 1867, and continued but a short time ; its

nature, object, &c 1382, 1383, 1384
purposes of the negroes in assembling at McKinley 1 379, 1 380, 1384, 1385
several democratic negroes in McKinley ; had a club in 1868 numbering sixty

or seventy 1386
general behavior of the negroes quiet and orderly 1387

Acklyn, Peter, hanging of 929
Adams, Bill, killiug of negro, by 1043,1044
ADLER, EMANULL, testimony of 1557

resident of Demopolis ; a merchant ; 1557
agreed to employ Mr. Neibhng as book-keeper, but released him from the en-
gagement at his own request ; was told that if he employed him it would
iuj ure his business 1557

Affidavits 146-153,576,1185-1242
Alexander, Jasper, taken from jail, hanged, and shot, 1578, J596, 1604, 1605, 1624, 1627-1629,

1631,1671, 1798, 1799, 1808, 1809, 1904, 1905, 1956, 1964
Alibi, the general form of defense 493, 539

discharged upon defense of.». 535,537,538,591, 1009
in case of Morris Dunn 1923-1927
Charles Brau 1933

Alldredge, Edward, shooting at 756
ALLDKEDGE, ENOCH, testimony of 984-993

resident of Blount County for thirty years ; member of the legislature 984
a democrat ; sent to the legislature for twenty-two sessions 985
character of William Shepard and Samuel Horton 984, 988, 989
respecting the deformed child of Young Hoiton 984, 985
no difficulty iu executing the law in the county ; peace and good order prevail

;

not true that Horton was driven out of the county, but that he engaged in an
anti-Ku-Klux raid, was indicted, and ran away 985

I—
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Page.
ALLDREDGE, E^OCH, testimony of—Continued.

on this anti-Ku-Klux raid parties were notified to leave or they would be
hanged 985,986

names of parties who so informed him ; character of the disturbances in that

region 986
whipping of Horton, and its cause 986, 987
supposes there was a Ku-Klux Klan ; character of its membershii?, &c.,.. .987, 988, 992
no prejudice against white republicans 988
linows of no Ku-K!ux brought to justice; character of Captain Berry 990
state of feeling betAveen those who served in the Federal and confederate armies;

James Ketchum taken from jail and shot ; character of Thomas Nation, and
outrage upon him by disguised men ^ 991

no necessity for the Ku-Klux organization ; shooting of Sheriff Murphy ; meet-
ings for disapproval of Ku-Klux 992

Alston, James H., attempt to bribe 1018
Alston, James H., character, standing, &c., of 1029,1036,1037,1061,1062,1067,1068,

J 106, 1107

Alston, James H., shooting of 229, 1017, 1018, 1023, 1029, 1031, 1030, 1037, 1059, 1060,

1061, 1068, 1069, 1091, 1092, 1094, 109G, 1097, 1104, 1105, 1 108-1110, 1113
ALSTON, JAMES H., (colored,) testimony of 1016-1022

has been living in Montgomery for sixteen months, but his home is Tuskegee . . 1016
representative of Macon County 1017
was appointed to canvass the third district ; a shoemaker and a musician 1018
a slave, and in confederate army 1019, 1020
born in South Carolina 1021

had to leave Tuskegee to keep from being shot an(f to keep his wife from being
shot ; charter from the grand council of the Union League of America, con-
stituting hiin and his associates a council at Tuskegee; council iustituted ;

changed to a republican club when the League died out 1017

was sliot, in June, 1870, through the blinds, by a band of men 1017, 1018
his wife and child struck with the shot; Avas offered |3,000 by Mr. Kobert
Johnson to use his influence in favor of the democrats 1018

was influential with the colore^ people ; his club numbered four or five hun-
dred ; received a threatening letter from the Ku-Klux ; Ku-Klux notice

posted on the bridge lOli)

no one punished for shooting him 1020

waited on by a ccnnmittce and ordered to leave 1021

was pursued, took to the woods, then to the swamp, where he remained ten

days ; then walked to Montgomery 1022

Alston, James H., wounding of wife and child of 1018

Amnesty, probable effect of, Hay"s opinion as to 16, 21, 22
Lindsay's 200
Clauton's 237,243,249
Petias's 390,395
Pugh's 407,412
Speed's 1 425
liichardson's , 822, 848, 651
refusal to grant, a cause of irritation 34. 192, 200, 437
the true policy 96
colored people favor 455
republican party favor 1183
republican convention favors 504, 505
granted by State legislature 509

Appendix to testimony of William B. Jones 470-475
Applegate, A. J., Ex-Lieutenant Governor, charges against 879-881

Armiield, Mr., implicated in the killing of Thomas 1672
Arms, cairyiug of 75,1166,1318,1686.1835,1836
Arms, colored people deprived of, 683, 689, 723, •743, 779,813,^62, 863, 914, 915, 917, 927-931,

1162,1165,1167,1195,1233
Arsbern, Robert, identified by Yix 1196

Asheville, disturbance at 1170,1171,1217-1220
Austin, James, whipping of 722

B.

Baker, John, whipping of 1016
Baker. Joseph, whipping of 1016
Baker, Mr. , identified by Few 1083, 10o4
Bur bee, Mr., killing of 721
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Barbee, Mr., (preacher,) whipping of. 715,736
Barber, Mr. , killino; of

, (515
Barnes, Mr. , receives Ku-Khix letters i .. 1138
BATTLE, CULLEN A., testimony of i059-1072

resident of Tnskegce, Macon County ; a major general in the confederate
army ; a lawyer ; has been engaged in plantuig 1059

five negroes arrested upon affidavit of James H. Alston, for the outrage upon
him ; their preliminary trial, and what was developed therein 1059, 10G8, 10t'.9

large combinations of negroes for the protection of Alston dispersed by witness
and his organization, acting under the authority of the sheriff , 1060

Alston waited on by a committee and advised to leave ; contradiction of Alston's
testimony 10(51

character of Alston 1061 , 1 063, 1067, 1068
case of William Dougherty 1062, 1065
he was hu ng in effigy ] 064, 1 065
attack on Zion church, and the cause of it 1063, J065, 1066^ 107

1

Sweet Gum church burned ; politics of Dr. W. J. Gautier 1064, 1007
character of William Dougherty 1064, 1065, 1070
the negroes generally republican 1066
policy of the democrats, conciliation; it is not very successful ; cause of the

reduction in the colored vote of the county 1067
no discrimination by juries against colored people on account of color or radi-

cal proclivities 1069,1070
does not believe a Ku-Klux organization ever existed in East Alabama 1070
character of Mr. Butler and Mr. Bowen ; general conduct of the colored people . . 1071

Baxley, Mr. , beaten, cut, and stabbed by negroes 375
Beamer, John, outrage on negro by 1388
Beasley, Caleb, wife and child, whipping of 9'26

Bcasley, Mr. , raid on house of 1675
BEGGS, WILLIAM, testimony of 1953-1955

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a farmer 1953
took the census last year ; is tax-collector 1954
whipping of negroes to drive them from the employ of Mr. Wiley ; association

of citizens to suppress violence and lawlessness *. 1954, 1 955
killing of Coblentz ; Jasper taicen from jail and killed ; Prater released from

jail; shooting of George Houston 1954
Bell, Davis, identified by Reynolds Ii86
Bell, Frank, beaten with a board ]'232

Bell, Timone, taking of gun of ' 927
Belmont, riot at 1452, 1581, i 582," 1666, 1667
BENNETT, GRANVILLE, (colored, ) testimony of 1734-1745

has lived in Sumter County about thirty-six years 1734
Mr. Anderson Young's son killed in the ftiU of 1870 .*. . 1735, 1743
Dennis Sledge and another negro killed ; Enoch Sledge (colored) wounded

;

Danger Godfrey's ears cut oft' 1736
Coblentz killed ; George Houston shot ; Richard Burk killed ; Isaiah Hunter

killed and his house and body burned 1737
Jerry Clark and Yankee Ben killed ; a heap of colored people whipped 1738
intimidation of voters 1738,1739,1741,1742,1744
many colored people vote the democratic ticket to live in peace ; school-houses

burned
; the people getting discouraged and talking of going to Kansas . .. 1739

the people are not as well oft' as they were in slavery ; no one to protect them

;

dangerous to vote the radical ticket in Sumter ; Leverett whipped 1740
no one punished by the courts for whipping or killing colored people ; inter-

ruption of the meeting at which Governor Parsons and Smith Avere speaking. 1741
character, politics, &c., of Syd Porter 1742, 1743
Isaiah Hunter killed ... 1744

BERRY, ISAAC MARION, testimony of
'. '...'.'..'.. 769-780

forty years old ; lives in Blount County ; was six months in the rebel army,
and two years in the Federal Army ; a Union man 769

took the census last year in Blount County 770
many outrages in Blount County upon loyal men by disguised bauds 769
they commenced about the time of the presidential election ; tiieir organization

kept up to the present time ; outrage upon Thomas Nation 770
house of James Wooden raided and his colored people run oft"; raid on Mrs.

Russell's house 771
whipping of a girl in Marshall County 771,772
Thomas Pointer driven from home on account of having been a grand juror
and in the Federal Army ; James Austin whipped 772
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Page.
BERRY, ISAAC MARION, testimony of—Contimied.

Lina King whipped; Kii-Kluxing of the Hortons ; killing of Sheriff Murphy. 773
raid on bouse of Judge Charlton, in Summeiville, Morgan County; his repub-

licanism the cause 774
number of outrages in Blount County 774, 775
no prosecutions for these outrages have been instituted ; Ketchum taken from

jail and hung ; strength of Ku-Klux in Blount County ; Ku-Klux order

approved by the older people ; the order too strong for the law to deal

with ; a jury could not be impaneled v.ithout one or more Ku-Klux being
on it 775

lurches burned ; no colored schools in Blount County ; republicans favor and
democrats oppose the education of negroes ; democratic opposition to fifteenth

amendment and to equal rights for the negroes 776
intimidati in of vrters 777
killing of Judge Charlton 777, 778, 779, 780
organization of Union men against Ku-Klux, and its effect 778, 779
disarming of negroes by disguised men 779

Beville, Sheriff, character, standing, «fec., of 1815,1819,1825,1826
Bingham, Mr. , burning of house of 1293
Binns, Mr., killing of, by Jasper Alexander 1G26, 1629, 1671
Bird.song, Mr., killing of McKee by 659
Black Cavalrv, the 1 126, 1 136
Blackford, William T., character, standing, &v., of 1475, 1481-1486,1490,1492-1494,

1498, 1499, 1501-1503, 1518-1520, 1523, 1524, 1588, 1589, 1855, 1856
outrage on 1272, 1475-1478, 1483, 1484, 1493-1497, 152.->, 1.526, 1529, 1856, 1935
resignation from office of 1477, 14SG, 1487, 1492, 1498, 1503, 1504
renounces his political views 1492, 1499, 1500

^BLACKFORD, WILLIAM T., testimony of 1271-1302
resident of Grcensborough, Hale County; was probate judge ; was a physician. 1271

has lived in the State since February, 18.57 ; was a Union man ; after the seces-

sion of the State was tried by a vigilance committee for his fidelity to the
Union ; was surgeon in the confederate arnn^, without a commission 1271

special agent Post-Office Department 129

J

was not under disabilities 13U0
search made for witness by disguised men at the house of his mother-in-law,

Mrs. L. M. Nutting, January, 1871: his clothing torn to pieces 1272
his office also searched, and his hat and some clothes taken, by the same party ;

McCrary released from jail by them ; Mrs. Nutting's house fired into ; wit-

ness escaped to the woods, through information received from a negro whom
the party had captured and afterward released 1273

was advised by a friend, a gentleman of prominence in the State, that he would
not be ))ermitted to hold the office of probate judge any longer, and that he
had better resign for his personal secutity, and leave the country ; acceded,
and entered into negotiations for the sale of his property ; was compelled to

lie out at night 1274
notifies Governor R. B. Lindsay by letter, and the sheriff sends a report of the out-

rage ; who responded by asking Colonel Jones and others to organize the

militia ; no company raised 1275
was waited on by a committee of citizens, and negotiations for the sale of his

propert3' finally effected by them through appraisers ; titles examined and
sale concluded, at $5,500 1275,1276

visits Governor Lindsay ; the conversation had ; fails to obtain protection 1276, 1299

lies out seven nights without shelter, three of them rainy, all very cold, and eight

or nine, part of the time in negro cabins aud part in the woods ; contracted

the erysipelas in consequence 1277

finally escaped to Selma, thence to Louisville 1277,1278
received eleven Ku-Klux notices in 1868 ; substance of these notices 1278

character of the speeches made by witness during the campaign of 1668 1279, 1301

uo ground of opposition to his holding office, exce|)t that he was a republican,

and held under the new constitution 1279

election statistics of Hale County 1279, 1280
intimidation of voters 1280,1290
details of organization, extent, &c., of the Ku-Klux 1280, 1282, 12d3
debate in sub-committee on the point of requiring witness to give the name of

the party from whom he obtained this information of the Ku-Klux order 1281

attempted release of Peyton McDonald from the Greensborough jail bj' dis-

guised men; and of a prisoner from the Marion jail, in Perry County; Mr.
Williams, probate judge, Perry County, compelled to leave 1283

confirnutlion of the truth of the statements about the Ku-Klux order 1284
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BLACKFORD, WILLIAM T., testiaiony of—Contimied.
^^^'

negro prajer-meetiDg, Augu.'-t 19, IS'il, sliot iuto, and Fletcher (colored)

wounded 1284
negro killed ; Philip Green's house burned ; two negroes murdered ; negroes of

Hale County feel entirely insecure 1285
general reception and treatn.i ut of troops by citizens 1285, ]"286, 1287, 1297
Mr. Clause knocked down ar.d cut by soldiers, for his activity at the election.. 1236
attempt to assassinate witness by soldiers 1286, 1287
the facta reported to the comii/auding «ifficer ; nothing done 1287
white people of Hale County and tlie district have the same animosity to the
Covernment of the United Slates that they had in 186J ; the Government
cursed and denounced 1287, 1288

they hjj»ve never become reconciled to negro suffrage ; if they had the power
they 'would repeal the fifteenth amendment and ail others, and go out of the
Government ; bitter opposition to negro schools, and their maintenance by
taxation ; a large number of school-houses and churches burned ; general . i

treatment of the negro by the land-owners, o ||288-(

administration of justice 1288, 1289
probable effect of removal of disabilities 1288, 1289
knows not a single instance of any punishment having been inflicted on bands

\of disguised men 1289
labor contracts ; took his stock to Kentucky ; resigned his office beiflire leaving

the State ; it was accepted, and a democrat appointed in his place 1290
has visited Greensborough several times on Saturday night, leaving again on i

Monday ."

|l29j_
was recognized and threatened while investigating a mail robbery at Loacha-
poka 1291,1292

one or two route-agents run off; Selma and Meridian Railroad Company for-

bidden to employ negro firemen ; route-agents changed ; house of Mr. Bing-
ham, postmaster at Talladega, burned ; Judge Luther Smith's house burned

;

negro taken from jail in Sumter County, and hung 1293
terrorism in Fayette

; general tone of the democratic press as to Ku-Klux out-

rages, and as to carpet-baggers and scalawags ; invited an investigation into

his official conduct ; the investigation had 1294
copy of the report made in his case : George M, Duskin, C. W. Hatch, Arthur

A. Smith, received Ku-Klux letters ; Judge Luther Smith asked by public
meeting to resign 1295

probate judge of Choctaw received threatening letters, and compelled to resign

;

officers of Perry County received similar letters and threats ; Judge J. Q.
Smith received a Ku-Klux letter ; has only kind feelings toward the citizens

of Hale County ; the differences altogether political 1296
presided at a meeting in 1667, of men of all parties, to support the reconstruc-

tion measures 1296, 1297
never heard that the attack upon him was caused by his being in bed with a

negro woman ; it was not the fact 1297
did not sell his office when he i^old his property 1298
circumstances connected with the appointment of bis successor 1298, 1299
denies presenting a letter of his own to the governor recommending his succes-

sor; had no understanding v.ith anybody to receive money for resigning;
heard that John S. Keffer and Mr. Barber sold their offices outright 1299

how the sale of offices is effected ; witness took the test-oath on assuming his

office ., 1 1300
had a knife drawn on hira while making a speech ] 301

BLAIK, AUGUSTUS, (colored,) testimony of 674,679
lives in Huntsville ; in December, 1868, was on Major Floyd's plantation, in

Limestone County 674
beating and cutting with knives of his son William 674,676
was compelled to leave his home ; names of the parties concerned in the outrage. 676
eleven of them arrested ; all forfeit their bail but three ; these three have not
been tiled 676,677

whipping of Joe Yarborough ; beating of witness's wife and daughter 677
destruction of his property 676, 678
whipping and shooting.of Mr. Harrison; man whipped and gashed in Lauder-

dale county 678
Blair, Dr. , killing of son of 721
Blair, William, killed, mutilated with knives 134,148,674-676,715, 1205,1268
Blair, William, whipping of 131, 148,674-676
Blair, William S., identified by Weir 695
Blakely, Amos, whipping of 1840, 1841
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Page.

Blount County, number of colored schools in 776
number of outragresin 134,774,775
strength of Ku-Klux in 742, 775
list of persons outraged in, (for pages see names elsewhere

;
) Edward Alldredge,

Joseph Dinsmore, Thomas Nation—3; killed in: Lewis Ketchum, Sheriff

Levi Murphy—2 ; shot in : Lewis Ketchum—1 ; whipped in : James Austin,
Benjamin Hortou, James Horton, Liua King, Lewis Ketchum, John F. Mc-
Dowell, Lina McKinney, Mrs. Kiddle—7.

Bonds, railroad 11-193-199, 218, 1C56-1058
Bonds, State, issued since 1865 ]055, 1057
Bone, Anthony, whipping of 929
Boyce, Samuel, identitied by Weir • 695
Boyd, Enuch, killing of 1676
Bovd, Mr., killiug of Mr. Hopper by 1677
Boyd, Samuel, (Alex.,) and Brown, difficulty between 49, 266, 276, 282, 298,312
Boyd, Samuel, (Alex.,) solicitor, killing of, 3, 7, 12, 13, 39, 48, 57-59, 63, 101, 178, 212, 213,

229, 254,258,265-267, 273, 275, 277, 279, 281, 297-299, 300, 312, 313, 318,333, 446,
.528, 529,555,556, 1170, 1212-1214, 1409, 1419, 1421, 1643, 1842-1844.

Bradford, James, identified by Weir 695
Bradford, Jim, outrage upon 1624
Bradford, Lewis, identified by Weir 695
Bran, Charles, identitied by Fullerlove 1649
Breathitt, Lucy, rope twisted round head of 1788
Brown, Charles, whipping of 1597
Brown, Danger, whipped, and ears cutoff 1595, 1596
BKOWN, JESSE, (colored,) testimony of 860-861

born in Atlanta ; lives in Huntsville ; was in the Army 860
whipping of witness, and his skull broken, by disguised men 860, 861
character of the disguises worn ; Scruggs robbed 860

Browning, Dr.. killed in raid on Choutteau's house 1966
BKUNSUN, SIMEON, testimony of 1999-2005

lived in Pickens County ; left there January, 1871 1999
a member of the legislature 2002
is a radical 2003
what caused him to leave the State 2000
killing of Mr. Crosslaud and woiiuding of liis companion 2000,2002,2003,2004
Mr. William Latham, a preacher whipped ; whipping of Frank Carter, a

preacher, and his son Charles 2000
whipping of Willie Hargrove, Henry Low, Samuel Low, and Bob Stocksville ;

all for their politics , 2001
effect upon the colored people of these outrages; has received Ku-Klux letters

warning him to leave the country 2002
cause of the killiug of Mr. Crosslaud 2003
no one but republicans whipped 2004

Bryan, Mr., killing of 1677
Bryant, Mr. , whipping of 610,931
Buchanan, James, couipelled to leave home 127
Buike, Kichard, killiug of, 334, 335, 346, 349, 351, 998, 999, 1460, 1578, 1579, 1.596,1597,

1607, 1632, 1633, 1737, 1775, 1781, 1798, 1807, 1808, 1812, 1821, 1944,1964
Burning of school-house and churches, 236, ^>.y.i, 754, 755. 776, 932, 1006, 1010, 1011, 1014,

1025, 1026, 1043, 1046,1064, 1U67, 1U95, 1098, 1099, 1138, 1269, 12.88, 1363, 1548, 1614.

1655,1731,1739, 1889, 1920
Burues, Mr., killing of Mr. Strange by 053
Burues, ilr., killing of 658, 659
Burton, Jeff, identitied by Cliilders 1720
Burton, Pierce, severely beaten 5, 46, 55, 290, 1052
Bush, Hezekiah, whipping of 152,931
Bush, Martin, whipping of. 862
Bush, Simon, whipping of 133, 151,152,862,931
Buf> teed, Judge IJichard, boast of, 1155, 1156; suits for treason before 1415

'BUSTEED, KICIIAED, te.stimony of 320-330
United states district judge of Alabama , 320
held first court in Alabama in 1865 324
appointed in 1863 b}" President Lincoln 324
disguised men, operations of 320, 321, 323, 324, 328
riot at Eutaw, Greene County 327
trial of Eutaw rioters 327
execution of the laws, &c 320, 324, 326, 327
Ku-Klux law of Congress 321, 322, 329
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BUSTEED, PtICHAED, testimony of—Continued.
murder of Judge Charlton 325
character of Eev. A. S. Lakin 325,328
report of grand jurors of midd le district of Alabama 330
article from Selma Times in relation to report of grand jury 329

BUTLER, JOHN M., (colored, ) testimony of 1091-1099
resident of Tuskegee, Macon County; a minister of the Methodist Church 109]
particulars of the attack on James H. Alston , 1091-1092,1094,1096,1097
church fired into ; Andrew Geary and Abram Moss killed ; Columbus Mitchell,

Felix Wright, Adam Goshe, and two others wounded 1 092-1 094
two churches burned ; republicans not safe in advocating their sentiments,

1095,1098,1099
intimidation of voters 1095, 1097
no arrests for these outrages 1096
the leading colored men have left the county 1097

C.

Caldwell, Sam., killing of 3, 6, 265,273, 1789,1795, 1796, 1841
Calhoun County, outrages in 1162, 1185

outraged in : Mr. Crook ; killed in : Tony Cliff, Caesar Frederick, William
Hall, Berry Harris, Esses Hendricks, W^illiam C. Luke, Ben Snodgrass,
Bob Thompson—b ; whipped in : Scott GriilSn, Dick Hays—2.

Campbell, Lem, shot and throat cut 1334,1361-1363,1869,1885,1902,1913
Campbell, Mike, killiug of 1334
Campbell, Rebecca, raid on house of 947
Campbell struck on the head with gun 947, 956
Campbell, William, killing of 133, 149, 1162, 1164, 1197-1199
Camp-meeting broken up 731,734,735,758,759,760
Card of P. J. Glover in the Marengo Journal 1344
Carpenter, James, killiug of 3, 277
Carpenter, John, killing of 277
Carpet-baggers i;33, 263, 746, 781-783, 887, 888. 891, 1294, 1662, 1705, J710, 1816, 1828

I860, 1942, 1982
Carter, Charles, whipping of 2000
Carter, Frank, whipping of 2000
Cate, Samuel, killing of 140, 267, 428, 451
Cavalry, the Black 1126,1136
Chambers County ; republicans uusafe in expressing their political sentiments 1088

killed in: America Tramblies^— 1 ; shot in: America Tramblies son— 1 ; outraged
in: George Moore, Robert Eoundtree—2; whipped in : Jordan Wright— 1.

Chapman, Mr., visited and insulted 1519, 1530, 1531
CHAPMAN, REUBEN, Jr., testimony of , 1940-1953

resident of Livingston ; a lawyer ; solicitor of the county 1940
was in the confederate army ; favored s^ession 1943
contradiction of Judge Luther R. Smith's testimony, as to the witnesses in

the Choutteau arson case being killed 1940, 1941, 1953
county as quiet and oiderly, for twelve rnonths past, as befoi'e the war; a

great deal of stealing of stock by the freedmen ; no intimidation to compel
the negroes to vote the democratic ticket ; accounts for the large number of
negroes voting the democratic ticket , 1941

parties elected to county offices in 1868 ; all carjjet-baggers except Daniel
Price 1942

negro whipped by colored Ku-Klux 1942, 1948
preparation of cases, by the solicitor, for the grand I'ury 1943
killing of Richard Burke 1944
Jaspei Alexander taken from jail and hung 1994, 1945
Prater released from jail by a body of armed men 1945
Zeke High taken from jail andkilled 1945, 1946
killing ot Coblentz, and attack on Dr. Choutteau's house 1946,1947
difficulties in detecting these bauds of disguised men 1947, 1948
knows of no white man engaged in these outrages having ever been dis-

covered and brought to justice 1948, 1949
negro killed by Mr. White; killing of Henderson Young's son; shooting of
Enoch Sledge and George Houston ; Isaiah Hunter killed and his house
burned; killing of Jerry Clark by Prater ; Yankee Ben killed 1949

whipping of Amanda Childers by Mr. Jones 1950
steps taken for the purpose of stopping these outrages 1950, 1 951
tHect upon the negiocs of Ku-Klux outrages ; emigration to Kansas talked of. 1951
freedom of political opinion 1951, 1952

Chapman, Ruth, whipping of 931
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Chambers County, number driven from 1 046
Ku-Kluxin 1121

Character of A. S. Lakin, contained in certain letters laid before the committee by
its chairman 810-812

Charles, Orlando, raid on house of 1478, 1479, 141>7

shooting of wife of 1478,1479, 1497

Charlton, Judge, character of 1170

killing of 132,325, 610, 611, 777-780,1211

raid on house of ; 774

CHERRY, C. S., testimony of. '. 70-77

resident of Alabama since 1839 ; native of South Carolina ; left Alabama from
fear of his life 70

now clerk in Census Bureau 72

taught school in Alabama ; left Alabama in November, 1870 72

republican in politics 71

disguised men, operations of 77

old colored man killed 70,71

freedom of political opinions 71

republicans threatened and in danger 70-76
colored men molested 74, 75

white men generally armed, and colored men partially armed 75

Childers, Amanda, whipping to death of 1722-1724,1733,1734,1950,1960,1961
Childers, John, struck on the head with gun 1719,1721,1897-1699

CHILDERS, JOHN, (colored, ) testimony of. 17J9, 1728

has lived all his life, 42 years, in Sumter County ; cannot read or write 17 J9

was attacked in the fall of lf;70 by three men, and struck over the head with

a double-barreled gun ; nothing done in the case by the grand jury 1719

names of the men who attacked him 1720

was beaten pretty severely afterward by three men, one of whom, Mr. Lee, is

now dead ; no prosecution 1721

is afraid to testify to all he knows of outrages committed, as he would be
driven away ; colored man killed ; nothing ever done with the men who
killed him 1722

witness's daughter, 10 years old, whipped, July, 1871, by Mr. Jones, and died

in ten days afterward 1722, 1723, 1724

nothing done with Mr. Jones; all the witnesses gone except Jane Killens;

very common occurrence for colored people to be whii)ped by white men,
sometimes disguised, sometimes not ; generally for politics 1724

intimidation of voters 1725, 1726

only radicals that are whipped, &c. ; colored men who vote the democratic

ticket do it to buy peace 1726
Chisholm, William R., testimony before State joint committee to investigate out-

rages • 853, 854
Choctaw county, burnings in 51, 58, 1548, 1627, 1871, IStfO

difficulties in 16

number whipped in 1335
number killed in .* 1935
outraged and whipped in: Robert FuUerlove; killed in, (for pages see names

elsewhere:) Lem Campbell, Mike Campbell, Mike Dunn, Nathaniel Edwards,
Isham Ezcll, William Ezell, Isham, John, Abe Lyon, Thomas Rogers, N. E.
Thoanas. Dud Woodward— 12.

shootings in: Judge F. M. Hill, Isham, and wife—3.

Clioctaw, Joe, whipping of 1328
Choutteau, Dr., burning of house of 1595

character, standing, &c., of 1602, 1603, 1608, 16o9

losses sustained by 1 669, 1 693, 1 695, 1697, 1698, 1711

raid on house of.. -.1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, J602-1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1668,

1669, 1674, 1693-1698, 1702, 1816, 1H17, 1821 , 1946, 1947, 1964, 1968

Christian, Mr., killing of 197

J

CHRISTIAN, ROBERT, testimony of 1558-1564
resident of Uuiontown, Perry County; a lawyer; was justice of the peace and
agent for the Freedmen's Bureau ] 558

native of Virginia ; was always a democrat J5;"9

laws executed with as much promptness as usual; many acts of lawlessness ;

chiefly coritined to the freedmen ; civil officers almost exclusively republican ;

general belief that these officers sold out their places 15r;8

cites instances 1558, 1559, 1560, 1561, 1563, 1564

attempt to take a prisoner from the Marion jail and lynch him 1560, 1562
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Churches burned.. 140, 236, 533, 755, 776, 1006, 1010, 1011, 1014, 1025, 1026, 1046, 1064, 1067,

1095, 1098, 1099, 1138, 1269, 1288, 1548, 1655, 1889, 1920

fired into 1173

Citizens notified or compelled to leave home 67, 126, 127,550,700,724,866,929-932,
1012, 1047, 1097, 1126, 1127, 1172, 1230, 1283, 1328, 1362

'CLx\NTON, JAMES H., testimony of 226-257

resident of Alabama for thirty-seven years, and of Montgomery for twenty-two

years ; member of the legislature before the war ; raised sixty-four com-

panies of soldiers for confederate service ; lawyer by profession ; chairman

of democratic State executive committee; Union whig in politics until after

the war - 226

native of Georgia 233

disguised men, operation of, &c 229, 240, 242, 253

disguised men, people opposed to 241

disguised men, negroes whipped by 240, 242

election upon State constitution 227

election laws of Alabama 239, 249, 250

feeling of people at close of war 226, 227, 246

enforcement of the laws 244

negroes hung at Tuscumbia — 229

negroes who vote democratic ticket ^ 228,229,246.247
negroes, promise of lauds and mules to

I'^'^'^t

negroes, sale of painted stakes to \23SJ
negroes, rapes by 242

negroes, general conduct of 242

negroes, outrages upon whites by 230, 242

negroes, education of 234, 236, 249, 252

negro suffrage 226,255,256
colored school-houses and churches burned 236

general amnesty, &c 237, 243, 249

northern men, character of, &c 231, 232, 233
carpet-baggers and scalawags '-^'33

people opposed to reconstruction 24

1

Boyd, solicitor of Greene County, shot 229, 254

Jim Alston, (colored,) member of the legislature, shot •- 229
Dorman, Methodist preacher, whipped 230

difficulty at Patona 229,254
character of Eev. A. S. Lakin 23e, 2.52

Northern Methodist Church 238
contest for office of governor 239

State administration 244

railroad legislation 232
school fund, &c 227,232,240,243
relations between the races 2.52

concerning Union Leagues 229, 233, 240

Clark, George A., whipped, shot, and hung 1614, 1845-1849

CLARK, JAMES B., testimony of 257-264

resident of Alabama for forty-nine years, andofEutaw, Greene County, for thirty-

two years ; has been member of the legislature, and chancellor for middle
division of the State ; lawyer by profession 257

seventy-five years of age 204

execution of the laws 257

security of life and property 263

disguised men, operations of, &c 258,259,260
disguised men, object and purpose of 259
disguised men, white men compose bands of 260, 261
disguised men, present condition of organizations of 260
disguised men, public opinion opposed to 261

Boyd, solicitor of Greene County, killed 258
Snoddy killed 258

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 261
trial of Eutaw rioters 262
sympathizers v;ith Eutaw rioters 262, 263
no person convicted for Ku-Klux oflfenses .' 260
character of Judge Luther E. Smith 203
freedom of political opinions 263
carpet-baggers 263

Clark, Jerry, killed by Prater 1002, 1672, 1738, 1949
Clark, John, whipping of 930
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Clark, Mr. , driven from home 1323
Clause, Mr., knocked down and ci* by soldiers 1286, 1498

Cleburne County, no election in precinct No. 1, in 1162, 1193

Cliff, Tony, killing' of 77

Clunu, Henry, killing of 669,671, 930

COBBS, THOMAS, testimony of 1620-1648

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a lawyer ; came from North Carolina 16'^0

native of that State ; was in the confederate army; always a democrat 1643
knows of no obstruction to the law in either Choctaw or Sumter County 1620, 1642

Mr. Binns killed by a negro named Jasper 1621, 1629

the latter afterward taken from jail and hanged ; his killing had no political

significance 1621, 1627, 1628, 1629, 1631

Prater, confined in jail on a charge of murder, released.. 1621, 1622, J629, 1630, 1631,1639

Zeke High, charged with the murder of Collins, taken from jail and shot ; it

had no political significance 1622, 1631, 1639

cases of Choutteau, Coblenlz, and George Houston 1022, 1623, 163J, 1632

disposition of the freedmen to live in peace and harmony wibh the whites after

the surrender ; bad feeling between them after the arrival of Rolfe, Hays, and
Price; inflammatory address made by the latter during the presidential cam-
paign; democratic negroes mobbed 1623

character of Price , 1623, 1040

Adam Kennard and Jim Bradford Ku-Kluxed by Price ; Price was arrested and
forfeited his bond ; Rolfe elected to the legislature ; Hays ran away ; better

state of feeling since they left 1624

EC intimidation of voters, but the usual canvassing 1624, 1625, 1626,1645

the demand for and the supply of labor i<tS^
negroes killed 1626, 16133

Judge Hill shot at ; the county offices burned by an incendiary ; Aleck Hill,

county treasurer, charged with the burning; liouse of Mr. Gilmore, county

superintendent, burned ; in both cases, money belonging to the county was
said to be burned 1627

no arrests made by the citizens ort)y the officers of the county for the murder
of Jasper 1629

no one arrested for the murder of Zeke High or Coblenlz 1631

Richard Burk killed 1632,1833

negro kilted in July, 1H70, in Billy McCree's field ; no one punished 1633

Grattan, (white,) killed in 1866; negro on Mr. White's plantation whipped.. . 1634

two negroes whipped on McElroy's plantation ; negro killed 1635

Loyal League, its extent, «&c 1 637, 1 642, 1 645

explains what he meant by no obstruction to the law 1637, 16 '-S

republican candidates for the legislature did not canvass the county ; one was
killed, one wounded, the other assaulted ; interruption of the meeting ad-

dressed by Senator Warner and Governor Smith 1633

reasons for Major Hays, candidate for Congress, not coming 1638, 1639

incendiary speeches 1640, 1641

general character and political preferences of the negroes 1641, 1642

mill and other property of Judge Smith burned ; a clerk killed in Greene

County; B(jyd killed ; old man killed ---- 1643

the democratic convention passed resolutions requesting Judge Smith to resign. 1644

his character as judge ..1644, 1645

cause of alarm and apprehension felt by the negroes in attending radical

meetings 1645,1646,1647

explanation of Judge Abram's cause of alarm 1647, 1648

Cobleutz, Mr., killing of 344, 1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602-1604, 1622, 1623, 1631,

1632, 1673, 1737, 1817, 1940, J947, 1954. 1964, 1965

Cockrell, Mr., struck with pistols 5,9,12,19,20,23,24,40,42,43,271,281

COCKRELL, WILLIAM E., testimony of -- 42-44

resident of Eutaw, Greene County ; sixteen years of age ; was witness at trial

of Eutaw rioters ; was present when his father was attacked 42

particulars of attack on his father 42, 43

Colbert County, killed in, Mr. Kernahan; outraged in, William Henderson ; whipped

in. Gcorsre Taylor.

COLEMAN, DANIEL, testimony of 646-668

resident of Athens, Lflnestone County ; county solicitor ; native of Athens... 64G

a democrat 648, 657

case of Mr. Weir 646,647,650,651,652,653
adoption of resolution by mass n>eeting indorsing action of the commissioners'

court in employing counsel, &c. ; tone of public .'seatimeut as to Ku-Klux
outrages «548
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COLEMAN, DANIEL, testimony of—Continued.
^^^

nature and object of the Ku-Klux ..-.-...----..
^

operation of the State Ku-Klux law of December 28, lc68
r-o_«"

attempts to hang and drown Mr. Weir - - ; U-" T 't"i rt^ r^i
he recognized Mr. Moore. Frank Gibson, George Peace, and Pmk Johnson... 653^654

the standing of these parties in the commumty - . - ... .... -
. • -

. - - - - --- - ^^a 00/

politics had nothing to do with these outrages on Mr. Weir ;
killing ot Mr.

Strange bv Mr. Burrns and others in disguise to«

killing of McKee by Birdsong ; operations of disguised men
rha'h'rh rca cf-

Ku-Klux disguises, organizations, &c 660-6G2, 664, 66o

relative party vote in Limestone County - - oo^.ooo

colored men vote freely ; no prejudice against northern settlers ; they are so-

cially well treated .. -
, /v'V'v;

witness's view as to the truth of the preamble to the act of the legislature, ap-

proved December 26, 1868, tbr the suppression of secret organizations bb4,bb.3

killing of Sam. Scales by disguised men ; six or eight killed in the last two
^^^

ardde' from the' Athens' Post,' ''' ilie 'citVzeLs' meeting last Thursday '' . . 667, 668

Coleman, Guilford, killing of 13,273,-277,146U.17^8,]7s9,1.9o, 639, c42, 844

Coleman, J. P., threatened-. , 'inj^' nS
COLEMAN, JOHN TAYLOE, testimony ot - ---.....----- 1U4&-1U54

resident of Demopolis, Marengo County ; mail-agent ; first on duty Irom belma

to Meridian, Mississippi ; now running from Calera to Montgomery iU4«

a cripple ; native of Virginia ; taught a colored school .--.•---.-
', ^ .a , ,, ,o

was assaulted and threatened at Kewaunee station by a man in disguise - --1048, 1U4J,

lOol, luyo

heard men on the train say there would be trouble at Meridian, and thai they

were goino- down to help out ; received a threatening message irom disguised

men, directing him to stay on the east side of the Bigbee Ptiver ]
l-t4.

left the route from apprehension that his life was in danger
V. '

" "
",

'

killing of Frank Diggs, (colored,) October or November, 1870; no etiort to

fincfhis murderer : '"j"W"\'
^

outrage upon witness was on account of his republicanism ;
received a threat-

ening Ku-Klux letter -.": -^V ";," V i

received notices while teaching school; threats against W. B. Jones ana

Pierce Burton, editor of the Southern Republican, and republican nominee

for lieutenant governor ; the latter severely beaten at Eutaw ;
received a

Ku-Klux warning to leave in twenty-four hours, and left three days after-
_^

ward ; republicanism the cause of the outrages |':'?~

a common thing for negro firemen to be whipped jyo^

copy of Ku-Klux letter received by hiin_. •^"-^:,";;^" "n"r"-,c.ar.

Cc
Colli I

Colvill, loamuci, .^iiiiuj^i^i- . -

lS(i4
Cook, Samuel, whipping of wife of 1 1851 i

Confiscation, views as to -

'"•^Jo^
Constitution, State, election for adoption of 0-01400
Constitution, State, objectionable features of - - - -

. - - - - - - - - - - -« - -----
'

•

Vj
-- V, ,v^

Constitution; State, opposition to.. 358, 364,527,551-554,561,878-883, 90/, llo4^ 1^130,1^^^

Constitutional amendments, popular opinion as to.. 605-607, ^68, 776, 843, 844, 847, 1075^

i^oS, 1400

Coosa County, shot in, Ben. Renshaw ; whipped in, (for pages see names elsewhere,

)

John i3aker, Joseph Baker, James Doimau,Zack Goldthwaite, Dan Hurgin,

(Lushner,) Dick Martin, Big Maxwell, Green Sturdeway, Smith V^ alley,

Jesse Watson, Jerry Webb, Wiley Vvilliams—12.

Cornelius, George, guns taken from
;'.;;.';:;;";^'/i 110? irr?

Cotton, sdzure of... 7i"-^\^^^^'n^i']^t']S]^
Courtland, Lawrence County ; fight between negroes and Ku-Klux. -.11 ^l.^z-^.i^i^^-i^-g

Courts, State, powerless to control Ku-Klux 58, 98, 99, 132, 153, lofa, 5o2

Cox, Jim Henry, identified by Blair ^'J^

Cox, William W., alleged Ku-Klux, identified by Roper ------- -"-^^-^ o-, non
Cox,shootiugof ! 432, 690, 780,786,620 8/ 4 900

CRAWFORD, SAMUEL W., testimony of "rW"'Vir:
^^^^'^^^"^

colonel Second Regiment of Infantry and brevet major general, United btates

Armv : 1^5

came to Alabama in April, li-69; lieadquarters at Huntsville ijo/

whole force in the State three companies : • • ^^"
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CRAWFOED, SAMUEL W., testimony of—Continued. ^^ '

his general action in cases of outrages by disguised men, brought to his notice, 1157, 1158
can furnish a statement of the cases reported to him ; the first class consists of

reports of investigations by ofHcers, with appended documents, for 1869;
second class, applications for military aid, affidavits, statements, Sec, from
civilians 1158

discussion by the sub-committee as to the admissibility of the documents sub-
mitted by witness ; Senator Blair objects to their reception 1159

outrage upon Dean Keynolds, Morgan County, January, 1869 1158, 1159, 1160
outrage upon George Moore and Robert Roundtree, (colored,) Cherokee County,

July, 1869 1160
skirmish between colored men and the Ku-Klux, Madison County ; disturb-

ance at Vienna; report, by Lieutenant M. Frank Gallagher, regarding the

state of affairs in Greene County ; report of Lieutenant James Miller, regard-
ing the intimidation of voters. De Kalb County 1161

thinks Judge Dox did not make the statement attributed to him in Miller's

report 1161 1162
report by Lieutenant Charles Keller, transmitting certificate of Judge Kunni-

cutt, certifying that no election was held in precinct No. 1, Cleburne County,
and the reason rendered by the inspector therefor ; murder of a negro in Cal-
houn County ; report of Lieutenant Keller of outrages perpetrated by dis-

guised men, Calhoun County ; . affidavit of Diana Williams, concerning
her whipping, Lauderdale County, June, 1869; affidavit of G. Cornelous

;

Ku-Klux taking arms from plantation and searching houses for money and
arms ; letter from L. M. Douglass ; civil authorities of Madison County ipsuf-

ficient to clieck outrages, and asking for troops ; witness sent troops K> the

point where they were required ; affidavit of Daiiiel Vix, concerning an
attack upon his house; statement of Deputy Shorifi Joseph Lee, eoncerning
outrages in Lawrence County : affidavit of James Sanford, concerning the

murder of William Campbell by disguised men 1162
letter of Joseph P. Doyle, sheriff of Madison County, asking for military aid to

arrest certain murderers ; the men were furnished ; the civil officers rarely

reported to witness 1163
general character of the civil officers throughout the State ; frequent law-

lessness 1163, 1164
affidavit of E. M. JNIulligan as to Ku-Klux outrage in Madison County, July

26, 1869 ; affiilavit of Mary Campbell in regard to the nnndcr of her husband,
William Campbell, by the Ku-Klux ; letter from Captain G. H. McLaughlin,
inclosing statement of Isham Henry, in regard to an outrage upon his person
in March, and a second visit in August, 1W69 1164

affidavit of Samuel Mastin, in regard to his being robbed of his gun, watch,
and other property 1164, 1165

affidavit of Moses B. Sullivan, concerning warnings and ill-treatment received

by him May 11, 1869, in Marshall Countj' ; affidavit of Henry Rivers, in

regard to his being shot by Benjamin Evnns, August 2'3, 1869, Marshall
County; had the case investigated and troops stationed there; affidavit of

W. C. Stephens, in rcgtird to an attempt to arrest certain parties for disguis-

ing themselves and forcibly taking a shot-gun ; aflidavit of Nathan Meeks,
in regard to Ku-Khix forcibly entering a house ; the case turned over to the

civil authorities ; no action taken by them ; politics of the officials 1 165
general disarming of the'negrocs previous to the election ; liot in Huutsvillc in

1868 ; young white men generally carry arms - 1166
affidavit of Jack AVhite, in regard to the forcible entry of his house, and the

maltreatment of Tom Hawkins 1 166, 1167
knows of no instance where the negroes, deprived of their arms, ever obtained
any legal redress, or recovered their arms or compensation for their value ;

application for troops from thirty-tlnce citizens of Vienna—nearly all demo-
crats— fur military protection for themselves and property ; troops were .sent;

application from several gentlemen, asking a change of troops from Ed-
wardsvillo to Cross Plains, Caliioun County ; the change was made; letter

of Robert Fearn, requesting military protection for the Vicuna district 1167
the troops serit ; affidavit of John Leslie in regard to his preaching being
broken up, his being shot, his house forcibly entered, his wife struck, his son
whipped, &c. ; affidavit of William Blair in regard to violence, whipping,
cutting, &c., committed upon him. Limestone County, December, 1868; a
majority of all these cases turned over to the civil authorities ; witness's

letter to the assistant adjutant general, forwarding documents regarding

disturbances in Blount County 1 168
character of A. S. Lakin ! 1168, 1169
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CRAWFOED, SAMUEL W., testimony of-Continued.
^^°^'

witness's letter to the assistant adjutant general, inclosing letter from Judge
Haralson, asking the assistance of troops for the civil officers in Blount
County : report of Lieutenant P, H. Flood, in reference to disturbances near
Stevenson

: report of Lieutenant Charles Harkins, on the state of affairs at
Somerville, Morgan County

2 jgg
thinks politics had but little to do with these disturbances in Morgan County,

but that they arose from personal and family feuds ; character of Judge
Charlton

; witness's report in regard to affairs at Jacksonville ; report of
Lieutenant Harkins, in regard to the murder of Samuel Boyd, Greene County,
and on the causes of the disturbances at Eutaw ; report of Captain G. h'
McLaughlin, in regard to disturbances at Stevenson ; report of Lieutenant
M. Frank Gallagher, concerning disturbances at Ashville, St. Clair County 1170

wounding of Mr. Springfield ; democratic report of the disturbances at Ash-
ville; report of Captain McLaughlin in regard to affairs in Stevenson, out-
rages on John McManman ; another in which he states that his camp was
fired on, an attempt rtiade to capture his guard, mob law in the county, &c
another, regarding the state of affairs at Ashville; another, relative to the
state of affairs in St. Clair County; another, relative to the wounding of
Captain Springfield ^

,1^.
report of Lieutenant John C. Bateman relative to fight between" negroes and

disguised men, at Courtland, Lawrence County 1171 1170
report of Captain McLaughlin in regard to the murder of Mr'. Frank Harrison,

'

St. Clair County; Lieutenant Bateman's report in regard to Ku-Klux
depredations in Fayette County, and organization of a counter party, the
Mo.ssbacks," and their encounters ; another, concerning his operations in

capturing Ku-Klux
; report of Captain McLaughlin coucernino- Jesse Inoram

bemg driven from home, &c. ; letter from Judge Haralson, applying for
troops for De Kalb County; anonymous letter signed " Many citizens ;"
aflidavits of Samuel Lawlor and Robert Barbee concerning Ku-Klux out-
rages in Avery ville, Jackson County ; anonymous communic^ation in regard
to Ku-Klux outrages, and asking for guards, or arms and ammunition
signed " Citizen ;" affidavit of Frank Bell in regard to violence at hi.s house

;

affidavits of James Bell and Joshua Harris, detailing outrages on plantation
of Houston Bell, Madison County ; report by H. G. Thomas, sheriff of Mor-
gan County, relative to disturbances, &c., in that county 1172

letter of Hon. Charles Hays concerning outrages in Sumter, Greene," and the
adjoining counties, and asking that troops be kept in Eutaw till after the
election

; letter of Judge De Berry asking that troops be sent at once to Saint
Clair County

;
the troops sent ; letter from E. G. Barney, askino- fo

hundred men to be sent to Patona, stating the hanging of Mr Luke a
two negro men, two others being shot dead ; troops sent immediately Tan-
phcation of W. S. McElvain on the same subject ; affidavit of John Mc-

r one
also of

Manman concerning outrage upon himself, July 12, IdTO, Jackson County
statements of A. D. Bailey, C. L Sharpe, and E. L. Hestcrby, concerning a
massacre at Cross Plains

; communication of S. Crawford relative to dis-
turbances at Stevenson

; affidavit of Lucinda Ford concerning a Ku-Klux
outrage upon herself and family, Madison County ; letter from D. L Dalton
relative to firing upon a colored congregation ; eleven telegrams submitted
by witness

; affidavit of Willie McGregor II73many cases of lawlessness not embraced in this list; counties ofFayetVe" "Pi'ckeu's"
Sumter, Greene, and Choctaw the most troublesome

; the western' counties
the most disturbed of all ; little in North AlabanTa, and none in the south :

general character of the disturbances ; as a general rule the sentiment of the
best men has been to bring these men to justice; if they would combine
e^arnestly they could prevent these outrages ; their di.sabiUties a plea why
they should not assist in preserving the peace

1 1*4many outrages have been committed in order to prevent" the "ne'c.-roes'fr'o"ra
voting the republican ticket ; knows of no case of conviction for Ku-Klux
outrages

jj^gthinks troops are necessary to preserve the peace upon't"h"e"approach"oyt'he"el"e'c-
tion, and the reasons therefor 1176-1180

intimidation of voters
; effect of the presence and act"ion of'th"e"miiitary";"they

have acted as conservators of the peace l]7g
republicans can advocate their principles now a great deal bet't"er"t"h"a'n"ever bV-

fore
;
tone of the speeches at Eutaw last year conciliatory and iudicious 1177what IS done when troops are sent to localities on the request of the civil o'f^-

^'^^'"^
1177,1178



XIV INDEX.

Page.
CExYWFORD, SAMUEL W., testimonj of—Continued.

no foundation for the allegation that troops are quartered upon any conamunity,
or that its action is controlled by bayonets ] 178

inefficiency of the public ofiScers, and their want of popular confidence 1178-1183
Union sentiment in Northern Alabama; relations of the races ; need of troops

in the State : no militia raised in the State 1179
irritation caused by the election law : charges of plundering by the civil offi-

cers of the State made very freipiently 1180
principal cause of discontent upon the part of the democrats of the State that

they have not the political control 1181
views' as to disabilities 1181,1182, 1183
feeling as to the presence of troops 1177, 1178, 1181
republican party of the State in iavor of the removal of all political disabili-

ties ; general amnesty the best act that could be done whenever Congress
thinks it time to do it 1183

documents appended to his testimony, (see Documents.)
Crook, Mr., assaulted, and rope put round his neck 475, 487
Cross, Flem., killing of wife of , 1794
Cro.ssland, M., killing of ... 1750, 1767, 1768,1851, 1852, 1969-1971. 1980-1982, 1991,2000,

2002-2004
Cross Plains, riot at, (see Patona.

)

Crudip, John, identified by Westbrook 1244

D.

D.\NIEL, SIR, (colored,) testimony of 993-997
resident of Huntsville now ; came from Stevenson, Jackson County 993
disguised men came to his house in 1S69 993,994
house of Lewis Jackson twice fired into 993, 994
witness's brother whipped ; was frequently visited by disguised men ,.. 994
frequent raids on Miles Prior's house : he defends himself 994, 995
colored man and his wife shot 995
Miles Prior, Lewis Jackson, and witness put in prison ; prison broken open by
Ku-Klux ; prisoners taken out and assaulted ; their release by soldiers 995-997

Daniel, Sir, whipping of brother of 994
Darling, Alfred, whipping of 416
Davies, Sam, raid on house of 1973
Davis, Carr, wounding of 1214
DAVIS, HUGH N., testimony of ] 897-1899

born and raised in Sumter County ; a farmer 1 897
his account of the assault upon John Childers by Mr. Burton 1897-1699

Davis, Mr., identified by Childers 1720
DAVIS, NICHOLAS, testimony of 780-791

native of the State ; lives in Limestone County ; a lawyer ; was a Henry Clay
whig; a Douglas man; opposed to secession; since the war a republican,

and in favor of the reconstructfou policy 781
accepts it because it is the best that the subjected people of Alabama can do

;

favors negro suftVage ' 780
voted for Grant against Seymour ; might now vote very much the other way

;

voted for Governor Smith ; did not vote for the republican county officers ;

voted for Mr. Dox 789
is opposed to the organization of the republican party in Alabama 790
condition of the country in 1868 exceedingly' wrong ; there was then a Ku-Klux

organization ; public sentiment now right ; the democratic party determined
to put down Ku-Klux 781

Ku-Klux organization provoked by Loyal Leagues 781 , 783
Judge Douglass as a carpet-bagger ^ 781 , 782, 783
character of Mr. Shaperd as to veracity 782, 790, 791
in the last two years there have boon men who imitated the Ku-Klux to rob and

thieve, without any politics in it ; the? white people of Alabama opposed to

Ku-Klux ; they despise the idea of Kil-Klux ; Union League a political as-

sociation 783
character of Rev. A. S. Lakin's speeches, and his personal character 784, 785
Ku-Klux organization ceased about the middle of 1869; its strength in Madi-

son County in 1868 785
riot in Huntsville and shooting of Mr. Cox, an alleged Ku-Klux 785,786
shooting of Judge Thurlow; hanging of Smith 786
negro whipped 7b7

Davis, R. G., confesses as to raids made 544
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DAVIS. STEPHEN B. , testimony of 1428-1433

resident of Shiloh, Marengo County ; a farmer; was a democrat; cbanged Lis

politics in 1869 1428

was a master in United States Navy 1430

democratic press on Ku-Klux outrages ; danger in advocating republican prin-

ciples..... 1429

intimidation of voters 1429,1432

killing of Robin Westbrook *. 1429,1430

no one punished for the murder, or for the wKipping of the school-teacher at

Major Glover's 1430

social proscription of witness on account of his republicanism 1429, 1430, 1431

apprehensions for his personal safety, because he is a republican and a candi-

date for tax-collector ; received a Ku-Klux letter ; has from four to twelve

men in his house every night for protection ; William B. Jones interrupted

in a speech at Shiloh, 187U - 1431

DAY, LIONEL W., testimony of 590-G35

was in the Federal Army ; clerk in the United States district court, and ex

officio commissioner - 590

has lived in Huntsville since February 1, lb66; was clerk of the court ; a

lawyer 595

voted the democratic ticket last fall; registered in October, 1S70 ; had doubts

as to the construction of the oath embodied in the State constitution 604

his views as to suffrage 605

voted for Mr. Lincoln 609

was in the post-office in Montgomery 613

delegate to congressional convention 618

arrests Holseapple, Lindsay, and Malone for outrage upon William Henderson

;

presents the evidence taken in the trial ; the parties acquitted upon proof of

an alibi ; character of prosecutor was proven to be bad 591

general disposition for the maintenance of law and order 591 , 592

condition of Northern Alabama during the war 592

no trouble in procuring convictions for any offense where the case is fairly

made out 1 593,598
the general sentiment opposed to Ku-Klux organizations, shared in by men of

all political parties 593,622
general treatment of northern immigrants 593,607,608,619,620,621
IVeedom of political opinions -• .593,594,607

Ku-Klux outrages not political 594,611

character of Rev. A. S. Lakin 594, 595, 612, 613, 615-619, 624-626

character of Calvin Goodloe, and his testimony in the Henderson case 595-597

character of the disguises worn 597, .598

knows of no conviction of a Ku-Klux -• 598, 617

thinks Ku-Klux organization did not exist in Northern Alabama in December,

1868, but that it was disbanded in the summer of 1868 ....598,599,600,601,621,622
Ku-Klux in Huntsville, and shooting of Judge Thurlow. 599, 602, 614,618

his opinions as to the charges against the Ku-Klux made by the republican

press .--. 601,604

and as to the objects and necessity of the organization ..602,603,612,617,622,624,627
democratic view of negro suffrage .*. 605

of the fifteenth amendment 605 606,607
General Blair's letter to Colonel Brodhead 606

and the " new departure " 606,607
killing of Luke and four colored men in Saint Clair County ; attempt to drown

or hang Weir 609
raid on jail in Limestone County ; whipping of William Bryant ; disturbances

in Morgan County ; killing of Fenelon Raglen 610

killing of Judge Charlton 610, 611

whipping of a man acd hanging of Smith in Lawrence County 611

killing of Mr. Barbee ; Mr. Lakin's house shot into 615

inefficiency of the judiciary 617,618
shooting of two men in Huntsville on the night of the riot 6l8
John B. Callis elected to Congress by aid of the Freedmeu's Bureau 620
condition of the country under military rule, and the provisional government.. C2i, 622
origin of the Ku-Klux organization 622
divisions in the Methodist Church 623
cause of Colonel Van Valkenburg's dismissal from the Army Q'lQ, 627
Senator Warner's personal and public charaeter 627
record of the evidence in the trial of Holseapple, Lindsay, and Malone C28-G35

Debt, State 9/7-979,1055-1057,1411,1417,1418,1424
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De Kalb County, intimidation of voters in 1161, 1191-1 193

Dew, Henry, shootino^ of 1789, 1790, 179o

Diggs, Frank, killing of 375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325, 1328, 1329, 1433, 1439, 144U

Dinsmore, Joseph, shot at - - - - [^^

Disabilities, probable effect of general removal of 560, 1181-1183, 1288, 1289, Ifco-

Dissatisfaction caused by bad government 817, 962, 964, 965, 96^

DOCUMENTS appended to the testimony of General S. W. Crawford 1184-1242

instructions by General Terry to General Crawford 1 Itij

letter to Colonel J. H. Taylor, assistant adjutant general, Department of the

South, forwarding documents in the case of Dean Reynolds (colored) vs.

Ku-Klus - 11^5

appended : Report of Lieutenant Keller, note from Judge Ford, afudavit of

Dean Reynolds, and appeal of General Crawford to the governor of the

State: also, his excellency's reply thereto 1185-1187

reports regarding outrage upon George Moore and Robert Roundtree, (colored,)

citizens of Alpine, Georgia - U^'

appended: Aflidavits of Cynthia Bryant, Rina Barry, (colored;) statement of

George Moore, (colored, ) affidavit of Jo.shua L. Belote, (white, ) and state-

ment of John Hamilton, (white) 1188-1190

Captain G. H. McLoughlin reports arrival of Henry Evans, and statement

regarding skirmish between colored men and Ku-Klux 1190

Captain gTh. McLoughlin reports result of investigation of disturbances at

Vienna 1190-1191

Lieutenant M. Frank Gallagher reports regarding state of affairs in Greene

County, Alabama » - I'pl

report regarding intimidation of voters 1191-1192

appended : List of registered colored voters and votes cast in De Kalb County,

Alabama ; affidavits of John Stewart and Isadas H. Davis v 1 192-1 193

Lieutenant Charles Keller's letter transmitting certificate of Judge Hunnicutt. - 1 193

appended : Certificate of Judge Hunnicutt certifying to the fact that no elec-

tion was held in precinct No. 1, Cleburne County, fifth congressional district

of Alabama, and giving reason rendered by inspector therefor 1193

Lieutenant Charles Keller reports the fnurder of a negro, and measures taken

to arrest the murderers 1193-1194

Lieutenant Charles Keller reports outrage perpetrated by disguised men.' 1 194

afiidavit of Diana Williams concerning Ku-Klux outrages 1194-1 lOo

affidavit of G. Cornelius concerning Ku-Klux taking arms, &c 1 195

letter of L. M. Doiigla*, judge of probate, requesting that troops be sent to

certain localities ; states that the civil authorities are unable to preserve the

peace 1195-1196

affidavit of Daniel Vix concerning attack on his house ll-'b

statement of Deputy Sheriff Joseph Lee concerning outrages in Lawrence

County 1196-1197

affidavit of J. Sauford concerning the murder of Louis Campbell by disguised

men ---- "''~

letter of J. P. Doyle, sheriff of Madison County, asking for military aid to

arrest certain murderers, &c IIJ/^

Mulligan, E. M., makes affidavit regarding Ku-Klux outrage 119b

affidavit of Mary Campbell cMicerning the murder of her husband 1198-1199

letter of Captain G. H. McLoughlin inclosing affidavit of Isham Henry .. ..1199-1200

affidavit of Samuel Mastin concerning robbery by Ku-Klux 1200

affidavit of Moses B. Sullivan, minister, concerning ill-treatment received from

Ku-Klux, (see testimony of A. S. Lakin, page 146.)

affidavit of Henry Rivers regarding his being shot by Benjamin Evans 1200-1201

affidavit of W. C. Stephens concerning attempt to arrest W. M. Evans and

others - ^~'^'^

affidavit of N. Meeks concerning forcible entry of his house by Ku-Klux 1201-1202

affidavit of J. White concerning Ku-Klux outrage ^ 1202

petition of thirty-four citizens of Vienna for military protection for themselves

and propertv - ^'^'^"^

petition of W". R. Hunnicutt, judge of probate, and twelve other citizens of

Cleburne County, Alabama, for military protection 1203

letter of Robert Fearn requesting military protection for Vienna district 1204

affidavit ol J. Leslie concerning Ku-Klux outrages - 1204

affidavit of William Blair concerning Ku-Klux outrages 1204-r2l!o

S. W. Cniwfoid's letter to assistant adjutant general, Department of the South,

forwardino- documents A, B. C, and D, regarding disturbances in Blount

County...
.' 12^7
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DOCUMENTS appended to the testimony of S. W. Crawford—Continued.
appended : Letters from A. S. Lakin, A. B. Watson, William Shepard, and

F. W. White - 1207-1209

S. W. Crawford's letter to assistant adjutant general, Department of the South,

in regard to civil affairs 1209
appended : Letter of J. W. Haralson, in regard to civil affairs in Blount

Count}', requesting troops, &c 1209-121 (

Lieutenant P. H. Flood reports result of investigation of disturbance at Ste-

venson, Alabama ]21('

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reports result of investigation of disturbance at

Somerville, Alabama 1211

S. W. (hawford reports regarding state of affairs at Jacksonville, Calhoun
County 1211-1212

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reports result of investigation into the murder of

.Samuel Boyd, late solicitor of Greene County, Alabama 1212-]2K>
appended: Statements of Sheritf Cole, A. A. Smith, circuit clerk, S. B. Bown,
county assessor, copy of testimony before and proceedings of coroner's

inquest 1213-121'

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reporting cause of distiubance at Eutaw,
Alabama 1216-121

T

Captain McLoughlin's report regarding disturbances at Stevenson, Alabama.. 121"

Lieutenant Gallagher's report regarding disturbances at Ashville, Alabama.. 1217-121'.)

appended : Aftidavit of Charles A. Ritchey 1219-1220
Captain McLoughliu reports regarding outrage on J. McMannan 122li

Captain McLoughlin reports that h.is camp has been fired on ; civil law a dead
letter; ex-Union soldier living in his camp for protection 1221

appended : AfBdavit of Colomay Smith 1221
Captain McLoughlin reports regarding state of affairs at Ashville, Alabama. .. 1222
appended : Letter from Judge DeBerry requesting that the town be placed
under martial law. Af3fidavit of William Slarkey concerning Ku-Klux out-

rages 1222
Captain McLoughlin reports regarding state of affairs in Saint Clair County. . 122::

Captain McLoughlin reports the shooting of Mr. Springfield 122.''>

Lieutenant Bateman reports regarding fight between negroes and disguised
men at Courtland, Alabama 1223-1224

ai)pended : Statement of Mr. Baker ; joint statement of Messrs. Foster, H.
Baker, Mr. Phalen, and Mr. Simmons. Diagram of scene of action 1224-1228

Captain McLoughlin reports regarding the murder of Mr. Harrison 1229
Lieutenant Bateman reports regarding distrubances in Fayette County,
Alabama ".. 1229

Lieutenant Bateman reports action in assisting civil officers 1229-12'ii"

appended ; Affidavit of F. M. Treadaway, sheiifi'of Fayette County, Alabama. 1230
Captain McLoughlin reports the shooting of Jessie Ingram 1231-

Judge Haralson applies for troops for De Kalb County, Alabama Iti3

[

S. Lawler and R. Barber, affidavits regaidiug disguised men 1231-12:52
Frank Bell's affidavit regarding Ku-Klux outrages 1232
James Bell and Joshua Harris, affidavit regaidiug Ku-Klux outrages 12'X-

H. G. Thomas, sheriff, reports that he must resign or suspend business 1233-1234
C. Hays, member of Congress, letters regarding murders. Sec, in Sumter,

Greene, and Tuscaloosa Counties, Alabama 1234
Judge DeBerry, requesting troops for Saint Clair County, Alabama 1234-123r,

E. G. Barnes, requesting at least one hundred troops for Patona, Alabama. . . l"~.'3r,

W. S. McElwain, requesting troops for Patona, Alabama J23i'.

J. McMannan's affidavit regarding outrage on him 1235-123f'

A. D. Bailey's, C. I. Sharp's, E. L. Hesterby's statements concerning dis-

turbance at Cross Plains, Alabama I23()-12.36'

S. Crawford, requesting garrison for Stevenson, Alabama 1238
Lucinda Ford's affidavit concerning Ku-K!ux outrage 1239
D. L. Dalton, forwarding letter of W. B. Bowen )23i'

appended letter of W. B. Bowen concerning firing upon colored congregations . . 1240
telegrams to General Crawford from various parties 1240-1242
Affidavit of Willie McGregor J 242

Documents referred to in testimony of John Van Valkenburg 801-80!*
Dormau, James, (Isaac,) whipping of 128, 155, 162-164, 181,211,2'^:
Dougherty, -—-, killing of 921*

Dougherty, William, character of 1004, 1 005, 1070, 1106. 1107
Dougherty, William, shooting of 1023, 1024, 1032, 1062, 1004, 106.'

U—

A
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DOUGHERTY, WILLIAM, testimony of 1022-J 042
resident of Opelika, Lee County ; native of Georgia; lived at Tuskegee June,

1870 : assistant marshal to take the census of Macon County 1022
a republican 1031
outrage upon J. H. Alston, (attempted assassination,) and its effect upon the

republican party of the county 1023, 1031

particulars of the shooting of witness 1023, 1024, 1032

hung in efSgy 1024, 1 037
thinks J. S. Smith was the man who shot him 1024,1032,1033
republican meeting in October, 1870, interrupted, and speakers insulted . . 1024, 1027, 1034
Zion church fired into; two negroes killed and five wounded 1024, 1025, 1034, 1035
HO efforts made to ascertain the perpetrators — 1025
nearly every colored church and school-house in the county burned in the fall

of 1870 1025, 102(i

relative party vote of Macon County 1026, 1028, 1030, 1039, 1040, 1041, 1042

insecurity felt by republicans 1 026
intimidation of voters 1026, 1028, 1035, 1036, 104(?

attempts to prevent republican meetings being held 1027

the democratic paper at Tuskegee reported several of these outrages, and
charged them upon republicans ; its tone as to Ku-Klux outrages 1028

case of James H. Alston, and his character and standing 1029, 1036, 1037

disclaims having made the statements testified to by Alston 1029, 1030
witness indicted and tried for murder of Timothv Davis, in 1868, and acquit-

ted
". 1030,1031,1037,1039

J. H. Hodnett shot at for being a republican 1033, 1034
has frequently received Ku-Klux letters; thiir purport 1037
believes there was a Ku-Klux organization in Macon County in 1870 ; mani-

festation of feeling on part of the democrats on account of his activity in

the election of 1870 1038
grand and petit juries generally composed of democrats 1035, lu:'>9

alleged causes for the burning of schools and churches 1039

contested-election case of Norris rs. Ilandlcy 1040, 1041

Douglass, , killing of 428
Douglass, Judge, as a carpet-bagger 781-7>-:>

DOX, Hon. PETER M., testimony of 428-4ti2

resident of Huntsville since 1854; member of the present Congress and of

Forty-first Congress ; a farmer. 428
reared in Ontario county. New York. 454
execution of the laws 428, 453, 454
disguised men, bands of, &c 431,432,442,443,444,446,450,451,452,459
disguised men, purposes of 432, 444, 445, 451
disguised men, palliation of acts of 457
elect ion laws 435, 4.' :;

freedom of political opinions 429, A'.'.O

negroes, promises made by radicals to 435,445,459, 4()0

negroes voting democratic ticket 434,435
difiiculty at Patona, (cross-roads) 428,429, 445,456
law of Congress in regard to Ku-Klux 458
no convictions for Ku-Klux outrages 458
killing of Ben. Snodgrass 428
killing of Bob Thompson 428
killing of Ragland 428
killing of Douglass 428
killing of Cate 428,451
killing of James H. P. Wright 433,451
killing of Boyd, solicitor of Greene county 444
killing of Ned Larkin and brother 451
hanging of Luke 429, 445
shooting of Cox 432
shooting of Judge Thurlow 432,442,452
whipping of Mr. Harker 451
concerning Rev. A. S. Lakin, 430, 433, 434, 438, 439, 440, 446, 447, 448, 449, 451, 458, 460
tiring into house of Rev. A. S. Lakin 441
opposition to reconstruction, «fcc 435,446
general auniesty 437,455
rapes bj' negroes 446
taxation in Alabama -, 461

coacerniug Union Leagues 432
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DRAKE, CHARLES L., testimony of 1545-1550
resiJeiit of Demopolis, Mareogo comity; register- in chancery; was circuit

clerk ; was connected with the Freedmen's Bureau J545
came to the State in April, I8G(J 1550
was insulted at Linden by the crowd assembled to hear Dr. Jones speak

;

interruptions of the meeting while Dr. Jones was speaking 1546
character of Jones's speech ; the colored people at the meeting were quiet and

orderly 1547
unfriendly feeling toward republican office-holders 1547, 1548
social ostracism ; unft-iendly feeling toward colored schools ; whipping of

Neibling ; two school-houses and a church burned in Choctaw County ; the
county, until within a year, exempt from cases of violence, but within the
year such occurrences quite frequent ; no one punished for outrages upon
the negroes ; riot at Shiloh ; Robin Westbrook killed ; riot at Linden, and
whipping of Neibling 1548

outrages common in Choctaw, Sumter, Greene, and Hale Counties; no earnest
efforts made to discover and punish offenders ; discrimination in the admin-
istration of justice on account of color and political opinion; intimidation of
voters 1549

oi>inion as to whether the negro is fit to vote 1550
Dunlap, Frank, identified by Reynolds llSij

Dunn, Mike, killing of 1360, 1361, 1365, 1654, 1901, 1912, 1913, 1918
Dunn, Morris, identified by Fullerlove 1649
Dunn, Squire, driving off of negroes of 1 138
Duskin, George M., received Ku-Klux letters 1295

E.

ECHOLS, HOWELL, (colored, ) testimony of 957-960
lives in Huutsville

;
presiding elder of the Methodist Church 957

details the history of the Methodist church over which he was pastor; its

building, transfer, &c 957-900
EDWARDS, DRURY-RE QBEN, testimony of 1923-1 933

resident of Choctaw County 1923
statements of witness relative to his fox-hust with Morris Dunn, accused of
whipping Robert Fullerlove •. 1923-1927,1930,1931

his knowledge of the Ku-Klux organization, their purpose, sfcc 1927-1930, 1932
Edwards, Nathaniel, killing of 102, 1919
Election laws, character and operation of 185,186,209,239,249,250,358,367-369,379,

380, 384, 402, 453, 503, 521-524, 555, 561, 965, 966, 972, 973, 1180, 1888, 1889
Elections, character of 1681 . 1 862, 1 863, 1957

for governor. . . . 181-184, 192, 193, 216, 217, 361, 362, 376, 379, 396, 397, 497-501 , 51 1-518
frauds 1150-1152,1462

Elkins, Wash, identified by Weir 1244
Emigration 1466,1656,1712,1739,1951
ENGLISH, WILLIAM H., testimony of 1433-1441

conductor on the Selnia and Meridian railroad for ten years 1 433
native of Georgia 143G
was on the train when Diggs, a route-agent, was killed ; circumstances con-

nected with the killing ; Robert Eubtick told witness that he intended to kill

Diggs, and afterward that he had killed him 1433, 1439, 1440
witness reported the facts to the post-ofSce department in Selma, to the re-

ceiver and superintendent of the road, and to the United States deputy mar-
shal ; nothing done in the case 1433, 1434

the advice he gave Coleman, the successor of Diggs ; Coleman was threat-

ened 1434,1435,1440
John Hardy, conductor, forced to give up his position by disguised men;

think they acted purely in the public interest 1436
negroes arrested iu Sumter County by the Ku-Klux, the train stopped,

negroes put on board and taken to Livingston jail 1437
reasons for witness's discharge from the road 1436, 1437
Loyal League and Ku-Klux organizations 1437, 1438
Meridian riot 1439
miscegenation ." 1441

Etheridge, J. S., shooting of 1676
Eustick, Robert, killing of Diggs by 1433, 1439,1440
Eutaw, riot at . . 4, 5, 9, 10, 14, 15, 28, 29, 41 , 44, 45, 62, 80, 8J , 96, 100, 101, 221 , 261 , 2(i8-271

,

279, 281 , 284, 285, 296, 301. 302, 307-310, 312, 315. 3)7, 319, 327, 338, 340, 348,
349, 354, 423, 1 170, J784, 1964
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Entaw, trial of rioters at 12, 19,37,51, 54,83. 105 262,280,317,327,1410,1414,1840
Evans, Benjamin, shooting of Henry Rivers by 1 165

Evans, PriiK-e, whipping: of I4.^>8

Evans, Willis Monroe, killing of 1 190

EzeW, Isham, killing of 1361, 1.364, 1655, 1918

Ezell, William, killing of 1267,1869,1885,1901,1912,191:',

F.

"^FALKNER, JEFFERSON, testimony of 1114-1125

resident of Montgomery 1114

a lawyer 1115

a democrat ; native of the South ; a minister of the Gospel ; was in the con-

federate army 1121

shooting of Americus Trambles 1114, 1115, 1117, 1 US
thinks diligent search was made to discover the perpetrators 1 ) 1 5, 1 120

and that they were from Georgia 1116
killing of a negro at political meeting in La Fayet-te, by the marshal.. 1116, 1123, 1224

character and standing of Trambles ; mixed churches 1119,1120
no Ku-Klux organization in Chambers County; some disturbances in Talla-

poosa County, by disguised men, and their object 1121

social standing, &c,, of Mrs. Randall 1115, 1118, 1122, 1J23

Fayette County, strength of Ku-Klnx in 547

negroes driven i'rom 550
Ku-Klux operations in 1172, 17.52

terrorism in 1294

convention of disguised men in 1763

•whipped in : Mr. Fowler, Mr. Tidvveil. Mr. Wooley—3.

outrages in : Sheriff Treadway killed in ; Rev. Mr. Johnson shot in ; Mr. Tra-

wick
Fearou, Elliott, killing of : 932

Feeling between whites and blacks . . 252, 335, 353, 3-56, 37 J , 550, .562, 909-911 , 97(1, 981 , 962,

nil, 1113, 1144, 1J79, 1288, 1320. 1350, 1372, 1373, 1410, 1411, 1661, 1662, 1681,

1705, 1707, 1766, 177(», 1995, J9t)0

toward northern settlers and radicals. ...841, 842, 684, 936, J374, 1422, 1542, 1.547, 1548,

1858, 1920, 1979, 1980, 1992, 1993

toward United States Government .... 339, 353, 406, 768, 825, 826, 850, 85
1

, 1287, 1288,

1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865

FEKDERSON, SHEPERD, (colored,) testimony of 139.5-1405

lives in Marengo County ; a farmer ; killing of Robin Westbrook 1395, 1404

Mrs. Wcstbrook's views as to who killed him. &c 139.5-1397, 1403

character, standing, &c., of Westbrook 1397, 1398, 1400, 1403, 1404

gener;il opinion that the cause of his death was the beating of Dr. Smith in a

lawsuit ; thinks Dr. Smith was not shot at, and his reasons therefor .. ..1398, 1399,

1400, 1403

negroes whipped and made to confess the shooting 1398,1399,1404

cause of Dr. Smith's lawsuit ; he was believed to be in the raid upon West-
brook 1401

Richard Lewis whipped 1399,1402,1404

general opinion that tiie boys in jail for firing on Dr. Smith were innocent, and
that Lewis gave their names to save his further whipping 1402

intimidation of complainants 1404

intimidation of voters 1404, 1405

Few. Ignatius A., raid on house of 1081, 1100-1102, 1144, 1 147-1149

FEW, IGNATIUS A,, testimony of 1080-1085

resident of Opelika, Lee County : a butcher; lived in Russell County ; was
a teacher there of colored schools 1080

native of Georgia 1083

his house attacked July 19, 1869 ; twenty-two stones thrown through the win-

dows, and room fired* into several times ; was afraid to call upon the sheriff

and county solicitor, because he believed they were in sympathy with the

attacking paity ; thinks the object of the assault was to break up the school

and get him out of the way 1081

his republicanism the cause of the outrage 1081, 1084

thinks tlie citizens were opposed to colored schools : iutimidation of voters ;

was frequently threatened 1082, 1083

names of the parlies who, he thinks, attacked his house 1083, 1084

they are all democrats ; left Russell county on account of apprehension of

danger 1084

charged with trying to create social equality 1081, 1084, 1085
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Fimuices, State and county 962,963
Finley, Mr., killing of 1751,1768,1852,197], 1972
Force, Lewis D., testimony in trial of Patona rioters as to Ku-Klux 79,92,96,100,465,

467,468,473,474,482,484
Fletcher, , shooting of 1284, 1482
J^rd, Lucinda and family, outrage upon 1173, 1239
Ford, William, whipping of 680, 681 , 928
FORD, WILLIAM, (colored, ) testimony of 679-086

lived in Madison County in the fall of 1868 679
was in the Army three weeks 680
whipping of witness by disguised men 680,681
whipping of George Lawler for being a republican 681
whipping of Wesley Vincent ; no one ever punished for these whippings ;

intimidation of voters 682
colored people nearly all deprived of their fire-arms 683
Loyal Leagues, operation, teaching, &c., ol 683-686

FORNEY, WILLIAM H., testimony of ; 462-492
resident of Jacksonville for thirty-five years; lawyer by profession; counsel

for persons charged with being engaged in the murders at Cross Plains or
Patona 462

execution of the laws 462, 479
disguised men, bands of, &c., 462, 466, 471, 472, 474, 475, 476, 477, 478, 479, 480,

481 , 483, 485, 486, 487, 488, 489, 490
disguised men, whippings by 475,476
disguised men, character of members of bands of 480
difficulty at Patona or Cross Plains - 462-472,481-485
difficulty at Patona, testimony of Lewis M. Force in trial of. '. 465,467,

468, 473, 474, 482, 484
hanging of William C. Luke 465,470,471,483
outrage upon Crook 475, 487
no punishment inflicted for Ku-Klux offenses 479
negroes in disguise committing offenses 488
negroes voting democratic ticket 468,480
negro suffrage 492
concerning Freedmen's Bureau 477
concerning Union League 475, 487

Fowler, Mr. , whipping of 549
Frances, Mr., killing of 136
Frankenham, Mr., killing of 1971
Frederick, Caesar, killing of 77

.

Freedman's Bureau, effect, &c., of j4^57, 371, 390, 477, 1132
Friend, David, identified by Blair 676
Fuller, John, struck in face with club 1239
FULLLRLOVE, ROBERT, (colored,) testimony of 1649-1660

resident of Choctaw County 1649
votes the radical ticket all the time 1653
details of whipping and outrage upon witness by Charley Bran and Morris
Dunn, while on his way to testify before the committee, in obedience to its

subpoena 1649-1651,1658,1659
his house fired into February, 1 871 1651 , 1652, 1659, 1660
details of second attack upon his house in April 1652, 1653, 1656, 1659
threats made against him ; has been lying out at nights since April 25 J 653
was promised protection if he would vote, the democratic ticket 1654, 1660
Mike Dunn killed, October, 1871, and Abe Lyons 1654
Thomas Rogers killed, June, 1871 1554, 1655
Isam Ezell and another killed, September, 1871 ; school-houses and churches

burned 1655
intimidation of voters 1655, 1656
is afraid to return home ; thinks of going to Kansas : all the people in the

neighborhood fixing to go 1656
court-hou.se shot into in April ; the court adjourned and none held since 1657
signs a card to obtain protection 1660

G.

Gallagher, Lieutenant M. Frank, reports of 1161, 1191
Gardiner, Amos, whipping of 802
Gardiner, Major, whipping of brother of 864
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GARDINER, MAJOR, (colored, ) testimony of 862-864

born in Madison County 862

bis house fired into by disguised men ; Martin Bush, Simon Bush, and Amos
Gardiner whipped 882

guns taken from the negroes ; was compelled to leave home 862, 863

ordered to vote the democratic ticket 863

several negroes driven from home ; witness's brother twice whipped 864

Gardner, Judge, shooting and whipping of 527

Gardner, Tom, whipping of 1998

GARRETT, JAMES J., testimony of 1475-1491

resident of Hale County - •- 1475

was an old-line whig ; was in the confederate army ; opposed secession; native

of North Carolina 1489

character and standing of Blackford, probate judge 1475, 1484, 1485, 1486, 1490

Blackford would sometimes give one account and sometimes another of his

beiu"- visited by disguised men, and assign different reasons therefor 1475, 1486

one was that the friends of Hutchinson, his predecessor, wished to drive him

from office, that Hutchinson might obtain it ; the majority of the community
inclined to this opinion 1476

Blackford admi»ustered his office for a time under the direction and advice of

witness 1476,1477

details of the tansaction which resulted in the selling of Blackford's property,

and his resignation from office 147^

does not think the committee compelled Blackford to leave, or that he needed

to be under any apprehension of personal violence
^^JJ'

^^^^

never knew any one molested on account of his politics 1478, 1483

Orlando Charles's house shot into ; his wife wounded, and he narrowly escaped

being killed ; this outrage alleged to have been done by negroes on the insti-

gation of Blackford 1478,1479

Aleck Webb, colored, killed, in 1867, by John C. Orick ; a riot followed, the

negroes scouring the country in pursuit of Orick ; Mr. Gewer captured by

them and brought before Judge Blackford ; Orick left the State -. 1479

killing of Harvey McCann, colored, in Perry County ^ attempt to release Pey-

ton McDonald from jail by a band of disguised men 1480

attempt to take a colored man from the Marion jail 1480, 1481

Mrs. Nutting's house fired into 1481

negro found dead near Hollow Square ; Mr. Monette's house fired into ; sup-

posed to have been done by negroes ; negro prayer-meeting fired into and one

of the parties wounded 14^"-

the raid upon Judge Blackford 1483, 1 484

McGrary released from jail 1484, 1491

Blackford was a disturbing element in the community, and the people sought

to get rid of him ; the main consideration in the purchase of his property

was to get him away --- -;-- ---— 1486

thinks he would have staid had it been left entirely to him ; condition of the

purchase of his property; that he .should lesign and leave 1487

object, &c., of the Ku-Klux Klan 1487,1488,1489

republican officers generally in bud repute 1489

general conduct and behavior of the colored people 1489, 1490

official conduct of Judge Blackford investigated by a committee ; their report

satisfactory 1490

Geary, Andrew, killing of...." 1092-1094

Gewer, Mr., arrested by negroes 1479,141)9,1522

Gibson, Frank, identified by Weir 653,654,695

Gibson, Isaac, killing of 942

GILES HENRY, (colored,) testimony of 1009-iOUi

went by the name of Garrett, when registered 1009

has lived in Montgomery since Christmas ; did live in Kixburg beat, Coosa

County ; deacon in the Baptist church 1010

the white men in the beat said we were too strong republicans, and that the

ehiuch would be bin-ned ; intimidation of voters - 1010, Wl'y

church burned January 1, 1871, by disguised men 1010, 1011, 1014

shooting of Ben Renshaw, same date ; Wiley Williams (colored) whipped; Aleck

Sheely (colored) whipped, Tallapoosa County; Big Maxwell whipped 1011

Green Sturdeway and Jerry Webb whipped : all these were whippea because

they voted the republican ticket 1012

witness afraid to return home, as the Ku-Klux threaten they will kill him. 1012, 1014, 1015

all his property taken during his absence _ 1013

Smitii Wat ley whipped for being a republican 1015, 101 tj

Dick Martin, Joseph Baker, and John Bakerwhipped 1016
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Gill, Joseph, whipped and shot at 812, 814, 918, 922
GILL, JOSEPH, (colored,) testimony of 812-815

lives in Arkansas; fifty-one years old ;' a slave before the war 814
whipped byKu-Klnxtvvo hundred lashes and shot at twice, in Madison county

in 18f)8; compelled to leave home 812,814
his house visited in 1868 and 1869 and searched for guns ; leaves for Arkansas

;

made two crops there; returned to Alabama six weeks ago to collect some i

money due ; disarming of the negroes by disguised men 1 813
kinds of disguises worn S*t^
stories told the negroes by the Ku-Klux 812. 813, 8!

4

GILLESPIE, JOHN C,, testimony of 1602-1620
resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; clerk in the probate court ; is the oldest

inhabitant, 1602 ; voted for Seymour and Pdair 1 620
raid upon Dr. Choutteau's house, and the killing of Coblentz 1602, 1603, 1604
alleged improper influence exerted by Dr. Chouttcau ; his teachings and char-

acter 1 002, 1 603, 1 608, 1 609
Jasper and Zeke High taken from jail and killed 1604, 16C5
the community powerless to prevent these outrages 1605
Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1600, 1613
whipping of Adam Kennard 1606
killing of Richard Burk ; George Houston shot 1607
scalawags not held in liigh estimation 1009
Isaiah Hunter (colored) shot and burned in his house 1609, 1610
Judge Smith's character as judge, and the prejudice against him 1610-1612
his mill, gin-house, fences, and bridges burned 1611
the failure to convict in Ku-Klux cases arises from the difficulty in ascertaining

the parties and the danger to witnesses , 1613
Powers or Powell (colored) and an Englishman whipped and shot ; colored

school-houses burned : general behavior of the negroes 1614
killing of Collins in an alleged Ku-Klux raid ; riot in Livingston, August, 1870,

and political meeting dispersed 1615
character of Mr. Price, who called this meeting 1615, 1616
social proscription on account of teaching colored school 1016
interruption of a meeting at Livington, 1870, addressed by Ex-Senator Warner
and Ex-Governor Smith 1617

the mass of the colored people republican ; no attempt to canvass the county
by republicans ; it Avas hazardous for the congressional candidate to come
there and speak 1618

falling off of the vote from 1868 to 1870; causes thereof 1619
Gilmore, Mr., implicated in the killing of Thomas 1072
Gilmore, W. J., Ijurning of house of 1627
Gilmore, W. J., as county superintendent of Choctaw County 1875, 1876, 1879-1681
GLOVER, BENJAMIN M. , testimony of 1868-1897

resident of Mount Sterling, Choctaw County: probate judge ; appointed May
10, 1871 ; was previously a lawyer ; was a whig, and opposed secession 1808

now a democrat 1876
member of the legislature before the war 1877
justice of the peace and coroner 1895
the people of Choctaw County law-abiding 1868
resignation of the sheriff 1868,1869,1891
killing of Abe Lyon in 1871 1868,1869,1882,1883,1887,1897
killing of Rogers, Ezell, and Lem. Campbell 1869, 1885
DO intimidation of colored republican voters ; democratic negroes ; one mobbed

forvotingthe democratic ticket 1869, 1879, 1888
the county and judicial officers who were elected in 1868 1870, ISS*'*

character of Judge Hill as to his efficiency as an officer 1871, 188(*

investigation of the accou.nts of Alexander Hill, treasmer ; burning of the
records of the probate court and of the cii"cuit court ; universal opinion that

the fire was caused by parties interested in destroying the evidence against
them 1871,1880

Ku-Klux notice to Judge J. Q. Smith, warning liim not to hold court .1871, 1872, 1889
Judge Luther R. Smith's mill and gin-house burned 1872, 1873
witness's gin-house burned 1873, 1877
effort to discover the murderers of Abe Lyon ; resolutions adopted at a meet-

ing to suppress lawlessness, and a band pursuing marauders 1873, 1883, 188()

sheriffs of Choctaw County, and their character as to efficiency 1 873, 1 874
character and actions of Robert Fullerlove - ' 1874, 1877, 1878, 1879
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GLOVER, BENJAMIN M., testimony of—Continued.
concerniug W. J. Gilmore, superintendent of scbools of Choctaw County 1875, I87G

1879,1680,1881
standing, «tc., of Judge Smith 1878, 187l>

the holding of a plurality of offices; negro killed below Mount Sterling Ifc82

kilhng of Mr. Thomas, and trial of Judge Morris, charged with his killing.. J 883, 1884

1885,1895,1896
knows of no white man having been punished for being concerned in the whip-

ping or killing of negroes 1886
Kii-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1887,1890, 1893-1897

election laws and their operation 1888, 1889

church in which school was held burned 1889
opposition to negro suffrage 1889, 1890

education of negroes 1889
Union League, its extent, Sec 1890, ]y95

Judge Hill notified to resign, and the shooting of him 1891

a county convention called, which passed resolutions requesting the officers to

resign
_

1891,1892
meeting of the bar, and its action ; resignation of the judge 1892

GLOVER, PEARSON J., testimony of - 1338-.1351

resides in Marengo County ; a planter; native of the State ; non-resident of the

State for nine years 1338

was in the confederate army 1348

Mr. Neibling, teacher of a colored school, whipped, April, 1871, by disguised men ;

witness resented it as an indignity to liimself and issued notice to the attack-

ing party, addressing it to them personally, through the newspapers, saying

that he would keep Neibling at his house ; that be should not leave, and that

any man who came to molest hiui would be killed 1338

received a notice that if he did not tahe back what he had said, he would be vis-

ited ; Mr. Neibling continued teaching until July, then returned home at

the solicitation of his niotier 1339

believes that Marschalk, who was afterward killed by Mr. Burney, was one of

-the attacking party 1 340

county appropriation to railroad voted 1340, 134

1

question of location of court-liouse ; charges that W. B. Joues, State senator,

was bribed 1341

reasons for Neibling's whi{)i)lng 134U, 1341, 1342

statement of W. T. Neibling, as publisheil in the Exponent 1342-1343

his card as originally published in the Marengo Journal 1344

political course of \V. B. Jones 1345,1340,1347,1349,1351)

extract from the Tuscaloosa Monitor, and the character of its editor 1347, 134^

thinks the disturbances which exist are caused by the teachings of such men
as Jones 1 349

hostility between the races 1 350

conduct of the freedmeu since the war uuprecedentedly good KJol

Godfrey, Danger, cutting olY the ears of 1731!

Goldthwaite, Zuck, whipping of 10i)7

Goodloe, Calvin, character of 595-597

GOODLOE, JOHN CALVIN, testimony of G36-64]

resident of Colbert County 6o(>

character of William Henderson G:)!

-

his investigations in the Henderson case 636-f)3-

whipping of Jordan Wright and his expulsion from home 038, 039

effect of Ku-Klux outrages upon labor ; ilie negroes did not generally vote ^* « i

the last two elections 1 6391

no conviction of Ku-Klux ; education of negroes ; Ku-Klux disbanded ; the l^ '

laws executed 640

Goshe, Adam, shooting of 1092-1094

GOULD, J . McKEE, testimony of 1837-1845

resident and native of Greene County ; assistant superintendent and civil

engineer of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad ; a farmer 1837

was in the confederate army 1840
condition of county quiet and peaceable 1837, 1839

negroes voting the democratic ticket 183^

concerniu"- Ben. Leonard's recaututiou of his republicanism; no intimidation

of voters 1838,1839

great amount of stock-stealing 1839, 1844, 1845

killing uf Guilford Coleman 1839,1842,1844
trial of the Eutaw rioters 184U
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GOULD, J. McKEE, testimony of—Conticned.
whippiDp: of Amos Blakelj, colored, 1871 1840, 1841

killing of Sam. Caldwell ; negroes killed 1841

killing of Mr. Boyd 1842,1844
Ku-Klux organization, its extent, «fcc 1842, 1843, 1844
tone of the press relative to tbe Ku-Klux 1843, 1844
character of Ben. Leonard; no one punished for outrages upon colored people. 1844

Government, United States, feeling toward .339, 353, 406, 768, 825, 826, 850, 85
1

, 1287, 1288,
1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865

Granger, Alfred, killing of 375
Grattan, Mr., killing of 1634

Greathouse, , killing of 417
Green, Philip, burning of house of 1285, 1520

GREEN, THOMAS U., testimony of 870-871
native of Madison County; lives in Huntsville ; member of all the grand

juries since the war, except the last ; was a member in November, 1869, of
the jury of which Judge Charlton was foreman 870

upward of thirty indictments found by that jury, perhaps half for illicit dis-

tilling, otheis for homicide ; the parties indicted not brought to trial 870
Greene County, outrages in 1161, 1191

election, statistics of 1461
Ku-Klux operations in 1790
free expression of political opinion in 174,280,281,304, 338
people of, not opposed to reconstruction 311
outraged in, Lucy Breathitt, Mr. Cockrell, Carr Davis, Nelson Harris, Jixdge
William Miller—5.

killed in, Samuel Boyd, Sam Caldwell, James Carpenter, John Carpenter,
Guilford Coleman, Sam Colvin, Nelson Harris, James Martin, Henry Miller,

Mr. Palmer, Samuel Snoddy— 11.

shot in, Henry Dew— 1.

whipped in, Amos Blakely ; Choctaw Joe, Rev. Mr. Hill, Littleton Hood—4.

Greensborough, interruption of meeting at 1453
Griffin, Scott, whipping of 1 194

H.

Hale County, election statistics of 1279,1280
outraged in, Mr. Blackford, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Clause—3.

killed in, Alexander Webb— 1.

shot in, Orlando Charles's wife, Mr. Fletcher—2.

whipped in, Handj' Hardiwick— 1.

Hale, Judge, raid on house of 729
HALE, SAMUEL A., testimony of 1812-1835

resides near Livingston, Sumter County, and has been in the State nearly
thirty-five years ; has been a lawyer 1812

a republican and a Union man 1813
native of New Hampshire ; a brother of John P. Hale 1820
discussion, in sub-committee, as to the admissibility of the letter of witness to

Senator Wilson on the condition of the country 1812-1814
character of the men composing the constitutional convention and of the elec-

tion at which they were returned 1815, 1816, 1819, 1826
character, standing, &c., of Sheriff Beville 1815, 1819, 1825, 1826
causes of discontent 1816
carpet-baggers 1816, 1828
Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1818, 1817, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824
outrage upon Mr. Choutteau 1816, 1817, 182!
killing of Coblentz ; witness shot at 1817
more hostile feeling against the North and the Government to-day than there

was during the war 1817, 1824-1827
character, &c.,of Daniel Price 1816,1817, 1818,1825
character of the speeches made to the colored people 1818
character, standing, &c., of Tobias Lane, the Cecils, Major Pierce, and

Rolfe '. 1818,1819,1825
intimidation of officers and judges 1819, 1820, 1829
negroes killed ; killing of Richard Burke 1821
negro whipped 1821, 1822
no one punished for outrages ; the courts a farce and a sham 1822
intimidation of voters 1822, 1829, 1830
social proscription 1822, 1823, 1825
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HALE, SAMUEL A., testimony of—Continued.
Ills views on negro suffrage 1822
character, standing, &c. , of Mr. Hays ] 824, 1825
the State convention of 1865 wa.? iu the hands of the rebels; that of 1867 or

1868 in those of the carpet-baggers 182()

probable effect of general amnesty 1 827

politics of Sumter County officials ; composition of juries 182.^

action of the joint committee on the admissibility of his letter to Senator
"Wilson 1830

letter to Senator Wilson, dated January 1, 1868 1830-1834

Senator Wilson's reply 1834-1835

Hall, Isaac, whipping of 415, 4 Ui

Hall, William, killing of 77

HAMLIN, HENRY, (colored,) testimony of 857-859
lives in Madison County 857

particulars of his whipping and that of three others 857, 858, 859
manner of whipping 858
the stories told tliem by the Ku-Klux 857, 859

they are ordered to vote for Seymour and Blair 859
Scrugg's house broken into and his money stolen 857, 859

Hardiwick, Handy, whipping of 1984, 1991

ILardy, John, forced to resign his position 1430

HARGROVE, WILEY, (colored,) testimony of 1993-1996
lives on Mr. Eggleston's plantation, five miles from Columbus, Mississippi

;

is a cripple 1993
whipping of witness and wife in Pickens County, November, 1870 1993, 1994

his whipping political 1993, 1995

manner of whipping ; was ordered to leave, and left ; Samuel Lowe (colored)

whipped 1994
whipping of Bob Stocksville, Dock Johnson, and Henry Lowe 199.">

Hargrove, Wiley, and wife, whipping of 1993, 1994, 1998, 2001, 20()i;

Harker, Mr. , whipping of 451

Harlan, Bud, identified by Weir 695

Harper, William, whipping of 140, 1G7

Harris, Berry, killing of 77

HARRIS, JOHN G., testimony of 1587-1602

resident of Livingston, Surnter County; a lawyer 1587

native of the State ; was in the confederate army ; was a candidate for Congress
in opposition to Mr. Hays 1588

Dr. Blackford was a surgeon in the confederate army ; was tried by court-mar-

tial and dismissed the service 1588, 15t-'J

a large number of colored people voted the democratic ticket ; no intimidation

of voters on either side 1588, 1592

whipping of Adam Keunard, (colored,) alleged by him to have been done by
Daniel Price and son:e negroes 15>-9

politics of the sheriff, and of Kennard, his deputy 1589, 1590

the practice of holding a plurality of offices iu tiie State 1590, 1591, 1597, 1598

election statistics of Sumter County 1591, 1592, 1593

Zeke Williams taken from jail and killed 1593, 1594

Prater released from jail ; no earnest attempt made to arrest the perpetrators.. 1594

Dr. Choutteau's house visited and Coblentz killed 1594, 1595, 1598

burning of Dr. Choutteau's house; shooting of George Houston 1595

Danger Brown (colored) whipped, and his ears cut off by W. R. Thomas ..1595, 1596

Jasper (colored) taken from jail, hung, then shot 1596

killing of Richard Burk 1596,1597
Charles Brown, (colored,) whipped, 1871 1597

Ivu-Kiux organization, its extent &c 1599, 1600

outrages have been going on in the county since 1867 1599

no one has been punished for any of these Ku-Klux outrages 1600

failure to hold terms of court when appointed 1600, 1601

Tarris, Nelson, killing of 272

1 arrison, Frank, killing of 1 172, 1229

larrison, Mr., whipping and killing of 67.-

huToU, R. D., information of Ku-Klux obtained from, by Taylor 1126, 113n

iart, Dudley, killing of 100l,_10u2

lartley, Monie, and son, shooting of 416,422
latch, C. W.. received Ku-Klux letters 1295

1 ATTER, JAMES D., testimony of '-
- 1933-1940

resides near Pelliam, Clioctavv Coiuity,. 1933
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HATTER. JAMES D., testimony of—Continued.
private in the confederate army

^non
was a slave-holder - - - - ^ ^''•^

knows Charles Bran and Morris Dunn ; neither of them were at Black's Bluff

on Monday night last ; no negro called there that night ; Rohert Fullerlove

not beaten ^^3 ^^?^

geography of the country from Tompkinsville to Livingston 1933-1 93o, 1939

negroes killed in Choctaw County 1935

concerning witness's knowledge of the Ku-Klux and their operations 1935, 1937

sentiment as to negro schools and negro suft'rage 1938

Haughey, Thomas, killing by Collins of 173

Hawkins, Thomas, struck with pit^tol 1166,1167,1202

HAWKINS, THOMPSON C, testimony of 1324-1333

resident of Greene County; a farmer; was a mail-route agent; held the

office five days ; resigned ; was a democrat until the war ; voted the repub-

lican ticket in 18(38 ; was ostracized entirely 1324

killing of a route-agent (Frank Diggs) on the Selma and Meridian road . 1 325, 1328, 1329

accepted the appointment of agent after consultation with Morgan and Jolly,

lawyers in Eutaw -•

_^
1;^"25

was threatened by Mr. Long, sub-route agent 1325,1330, 1331, 1332

consulted Mr. Morgan and others, and was advised to give up his office, and

come out in a card quitting the republican party ; did so, and it was published

with the editorial comment, '' We gave a black recantation of radicalism

last week : this week a white one ; but we fear tliat radicalism is a disease,

and unless the blood is all let out, the disease will remain therein" 1326

Ben Lemon (colored) came out in a card and renounced liis radicalism ; state-

ments concerning Lemon's arrest, and his meeting with disguised men 1327

Mr. Clark received a Ku-Klux notice, and left ; Arthur Smith received one,

and left ; whipping of Choctaw Joe ; a republican not safe in advocating his

sentiments
, o

no one arrested for the murder of Frank Diggs, the mail-route agent
^

1329

Sheffield's colored school discontinued, and the cause therefor 1329, 1330

HAYS, Hon. CHARLES, testimony of.. 12-25, 1835-1 837

resident of Greene County 1~, 1835

member of Forty-first and Forty-second Congresses ^
12

native of Greene County 15, 24

major in confederate army ^2

disguised men, operations of 13, 16

disguised men, leading citizens opposed to lb

riot at Eutaw, Greene County -1415

riot at Eutaw, persons tried for •' ~' ^2

no punishment inflicted for Ku-Klux outrages ;.• _ ^J
difficulty in procuring testimony 1 3, 16, 17, 21 , 23

beating of Mr. Cockrell 12,19,20,23,24

killing of Alexander Boyd, solicitor ^'^'^'^

killing of Gilbert Coleman, (colored) 13

difficulties in Choctaw County 1*^

Judge Luther R. Smith notified to resign 16

freedom of political opinions 16, 20, 23

general amnesty 1"> •^^
> ^"^

effect of Ku-Klux law of Congress 1*J

riot at Livingston, August 13,1870 1835,1836,1837

whites and blacks both armed at the meeting at Boligee 1835, 1836

negroes were armed for self-defense only ; made no canvass of Sumter County,

because it was unsafe ; no republican in the State can make a speech in

Pickens or Fayette Counties 1S36

Hays, Dick, whipping of 1 1^4

HaVs, G. W^ , character, standing, Sfc, of 1663, 1664, 1689, 1690, 1706, 1714, 1824, 1825,
•'

1956-1958,1963

^HEALY, ROBERT W., testimony of 1155-11.56

United States marshal for the southern district of Alabama 1155

has had several conversations with Judge Busteed relative to Ku-Klux or.trages,

in one of which the judge said, "If it were not for me, a republican could not

live in the State" 1155, 1156

Henderson, William, attempt to drown 540, 557, 558, 577-581, 583, 584, 636-638

character of 636

HENDEI4S0N, WILLIAM, (colored, ) testimony of 576-590

lives in Huntsville ; lived last August at Mr. Calvin Goodloe's, Colbert County

;

is married '^76
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HENDERSON, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of—Continued.

details of outrage upon bim by disguised men, and their attempt to drown
him 577-581,583,584

character of the disguises worn 579
recognizes three of the party 579, 560
previous difficulty with some of them 581,582
the parties arrested, tried before the United States commissioner, and ac-

quitted 582,583,584
alibis proven 588
accounts between witness and Mr. Malone 589, 590

Hendricks, Essex, killing of 77

Henry, Isbam, whipping of J 164, 1199, 1200

HERE, BENJAMIN h\, testimony of lGt)l-17l9

resident of Livingston, Sumter County; has been an editor and publisher;

resident since 1865 ; born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania; removed to Missouri
in 1853, and resided there until 1861 1661

was in the Missouri State guard 1633
entered the confederate service ; was editor and publisher of the Livingston

' Journal, a democratic paper 1684

an anti-slavery man before the war; was not opposed to slavery after be went
to Missouri 1718

condition of the country after the surrender ; irnsettltd but peaceable ; cotton

seized by the Government 1661

Captain SvvitVs advice to the colored people 1661, 1705

relations between the races 1()61 , 1 662
facts illustrating the good feeling between the blacks and whites; a perceptible

change in this feeling about the spring of 181)7, caused by the influx of

carpet-bags;ers, and the organization of the Union League 1662, 1705
operations, «fcc., of the Loyal League. 1662, 1663, 1665, IG78, 1687, 1688, 1689, 1692, 1693
character, standing, &c., of Daniel Price, B. F. Kolfe, and G. W. Hays, leaders

of the League 1663, 1664, 1689, 1690, 1706, 1714
letter of Tobiai Lane, candidate for probate judge, to John B. Cecil J()64

character of George Houston 1664, J665, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1703, 1714
withdrawals from the League 1665, 1692, 1(593

address of Sydenham Porter 1665, 1666, 1691

extract from the Livingston Journal of August 5, 1S70, relative to the disturb-

ance at Belmon^, resulting in the killing of Collins 1666, 1667

Gerard Choutteau's version of the outrage upon him, as published in the Alabama
Slate Journal of Dece;nb(?r 17, 18(58 1668, 1669

investigated the case witii reference to the loss sustained by Choutteau, and
found it exaggerated 1669,1693,1695,1697,1698,1711

details of the killing of Yankee Ben, colored 1670, 1671

killing of Mr. Binns by Jasper Alexander; the latter taken from jail and
hanged 1671

killing of N. E. Thomas, of Choctaw, Jnne, 1868 1671, l(i72, 1701, 1702

Morse, Armfield, and (iilmore, implicated in the killing, tried by the military

authorities and acquitted; Jerry Clark killing by Prater; Prater released

from jail 1672
killing of Dennis Pearl, colored, March, 1868 1672, 1673
killing of Coblentz, August, 1869 ; verdict of tbe coroner's jury 1673
testimony elicited during the inquest; wouiiding of George Houston 1673,1674
statement from the Livingston Journal in reference to the pursuit of the parties

who attacked Dr. Choutteau's house 1671

raid ou George \V. Houston 1674, 1702

Houstcm's threats to burn Livingston 1675, 1702, 1719

meeting- of citizens called to give assurances to the negroes of protection

against outrages; a patrol organized in consequence; Mr. Beasley's house
tired into ; killing ol Isaac Hunter, (coloied,) April, 1870, and burning of his

house and body 1675
Arnold Lee and two others arrested, and eventually dismissed 1675, 1676
shooting- of J. S. Etheridge; whipping of a colored woman ; killing of Enoch

Boyd, colored, September, 1870 1676

Mr. Lovet whipped, February, le71 ; Anthony Rogers, (colored,) killed by Harri-

son Little; Mr. Stratton killed, July, 18()7 ; Patterson killed by Mr. Bryan,
April, 1868; Mr. Scarborough killed by Mr. Morris, April, 18(i9: Hopper

• killed by Boyd, January, 1.S70 ; Rogers killed by Meredith, April, 1870... 1677
intimidation of vtiters ou the part of the Union League .•1678, 1(582

election statistics of Sumter County 1678, 167t)
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HERE, BENJAMIN F., testimony of—Continued.
reasons for the falling off of the radical vote ; effect of the speeches of Ex-Gov-

ernor Smith and Senators Parsons anil Warner 1679

effect of A. W. Cockrell's speech 1680, 1661

presence of the Federal troops at the election precincts ; fair character of the

election ; general disposition evinced by the democratic party toward the

negroes since their investment witli the rights of citizenship ; believes that

the acts of violence perpetrated against negroes or other republicans were not

instigated by the fact that they were republicans 1661

attempt to mob certain negroes for hurrahing for Seymour; disturbance in Liv- ^

ingston, August, 1870 1682

has no knowledge of any fund being raised for the purchase of arms, &c., to

be used by a secret order, or of the existence of a secret order to suppress

supposed grievances, or of any combination with signs and pass-words to

punish offenders, intimidate voters, &c. ; enumerates the visits that he has

heard of in the county as having been made by disguised men 1685

general practice of the comjiiunity to carry small-arms ; nothing in the condi-

tion of society rendering the practice necessary ; it is against the law to carry

concealed weapons ; great destitution after the war 1686

a great deal of stealing was done 1686, 1717

manner in which the testimony given yesterday was prepared by witness 1689

character of Sydenham Porter's speeches 1692

witness's investigation in the Chontteau case 1693-1698

practicability or non-practicability of obtaining evidence in case diligence and
earnestness were employed in tracking the perpetrators of outrages.. 1699-1701, 1716

Zeke High taken from jail and killed 1701,1717,1718

knows of no case where even an arrest has been'made 1701

raid on Mr. Choutteau 1702

number of homicides in Sumter County since the surrender 1703

knows nothing of the Ku-Klux organization; does not believe there is or ever

has been such a thing in the State 1704

has heard of such an organization in Tennessee 1705

ill-feeling engendered on the part of the negroes by their acts, such as assem-

bling in armed bodies, &c 1707

their arming on election day 1707, 1708

reiterates his belief in the non-existence of the Ku-Klux order 1709

carpet-baggers, and the effect of their interference in politics ; their appeals

and admonitions of a character that tended to create bad feelings between

the races ; negroes are as free to express their opinions to the white man as

a white man is to them 1710

negroes not aggressive in character ; interruption of a meeting which Governor
Smith and others were addressing 1711, 1712

does not think an open association with the democratic party by the negro

operates to protect him ; knows of no disposition upon the part of the negroes

to migrate, nor of any attempt to prevent them 1712 .

agrarian doctrines proclaimed by the leaders of the colored people UjlSy
the ineiiicieucy of State and county officers and the want of confidence in

them obstacles to the execution of law and a source of disorder 17)5, 1717

radical ofticers in the county and their character 1715, 1716

confidence of the people as to the integrity of the officers of the law greatly

impaired by the manner in which they obtained their offices ; colored labor .

preferred to white as a general thing (l7 1 8 1

High, Zeke, (see Williams, Ezekiel.

)

Hildreth, Reuben, whipping of 1245, 1458
Hill, Judge F. M., notified to resign 189J, 1892, 1916-]9i8
Hill, Judge F. M., shooting of 50,103,1627, lfc91, 19l6-l9Jd

HILL, FRANCIS MARION, testimony of 1916-1922

resident of Choctaw county; a farmer; native of the State; was judge of

probate and county treasurer; now register in chancery ; appointed judge
by Governor Smith in J869; held the office till May 10, 1871 1916

a whig before the war ; opposed sece.-sion till the State seceded, then went
with the State; while in office affiliated with the radical party 1917

voted for Seymour and Blair 1922
resigned his judgeship, being threatened by anonymous letters ; shot at and
wounded in the arm, and his office shot into 1916, 1917, 1918

character of these Ku-Klux letters 1917
adjournment of Judge Smith's court and resignation of the sheriff; killing of

Abe Lyon, Tom Rogers, Isham Ezell, Mike Dunn, and Dud Woodward.. 1918
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HILL, FRANCIS MARION, testimony of- Continued.
, , . . ir>,o

killiufi: of Nat Edwards ; effect upon the negroes ot these murders and whippings 1919

intimidation of voters - - - - ; V ' " ",' ' '

general feeling toward northern immigrants ; negro schools and churches

burned; public sentiment as to negro education
;n;,;/;noi looi

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1J2U IJ'^1, IM2

meeting held in the county, at which resolutions were passed callmg on the

county officers to resign - -

]^f^
threatening notices posted on court-room door JJ-l, iJ~f

character of Robert Fullerlove
lor^"!-

»

Hill, Rev. Mr., whipping and driving from home of -^^"''^'p

Hinds, Dick, identified by Blair •
676

Hinds, Pony, identified by Blair - o'o

Hodnet, J.H., shooting at
i,;.^' I

,.';

HOLLEY, JOHNJ., testimony of - - -

^^"^^"J o-
resident of Dadeville, Tallapoosa County; a planter and farmer ll.Vo

native of Georgia ----. - ''"^^

a republican; was disfranchised and his disabihties removed - illi

sixty-two years old - -

r"i"""i '

have had no disturbances in the neighborhood of the court-house ; has heard

of whites and negroes being whipped and of school-houses and churches being

burned by bands of disguised men, pretty much since the surrender ; first by

the Black Cavalry, then by the Ku-Klux.. |]36

extent, object, &c., of the Ku-Klux organization l\6b, 116^ ,ll.i», li.i.f, 114^

politics had a good deal to do with these whippings, &c 113(3, 11:37,1139

intimidation of voters . 1137, 1139 IMU, 1142

effect upon the negroes of these visitations and whippings ;
they have uearly

all been run off; a great many good citizens desi>e to put the Ku-Klux down

;

no concerted action has been had ; many good men \<'ere afraid to act 1137, 1 139

Colonel Daniel Taylor's house burned, 1870 •--• " ^^'^^

school-house and church burned ; Mr. Barnes receives a number ot Ku-Klux

Igttei-g 1 138

Williams whipped and killed for being a republican 1138, 1142, 1143

Squire Dunn's negroes driven off
.'I'-Jo'i' loo tlfn

lady teacher uotiiled to abandon her school -.
- J

'
--W, il^J, i 4i

no earnest effort upon the part of the community to bring offenders to justice.
. 1 UU

no prosecutions for Ku-Klux outrages ; more or less terrorism still existing.. - 1140

white man whipped ,•"";;•;;,' ^^c'ir-^'oi'i oq, nl'!
Hollowell, George W.. attacked and driven away by Ku-Klux 105-167, ^11,931, 9.)2

Holseapple, James, identified by Henderson -_-- •>80

Hood, Littleton, whipping of 1/89, 1/90, 1/ 9b

Hopper, Mr., killing ot....
i'uV'i'ui'^'A'i'^^'i QSfi tW7

Horton, B.njainin, whipping of 1 19,740,741, < /3, 986,987

HORTON, BENJAMIN, testimony of
(•]«

lives in Blount County : was in the rebel army - - - 7.iH

description of his dead-born child which resembled the Ku-Klux
740

visited by the Ku-Klux Jj^
whipping of -witness ,'.' ""';*' "j Vi."

"
i" i'

"
' ^^' '"*

Lewis Ketchum taken from jail, shot seven times, whipped, and then hung, by

a band of seventy -five disguised men; Ku-Klux order still in exist*ince in

Blount County -
," ".'

'
* ; ZIq

guns taken by Ku-Klux ; intimidation of voters and complainants -. --^-^ ^ 74^

Horton, James, whipping of J^ I'?' - '^^^ l!^
Horton, Samuel, raid on house of ' "-'> '

•>^'. ^r^^' '['^

Horton, Samuel, character of '^.)»Ua
HORTON SAMUEL, testimony of - v -- y-" •:,---•-,-

7.w
lives in Blount County ; sixty-six years old; native of South Carolina 7^8

visited by a baud of Ku-Klux at house of J udge Hale
7.10 7^0

character of the disguises worn
'Z."v|;

visited again by Ku-Klux in October, 1870 - .••;;• '

breaking up of a camp-meeting by disguised men; threats made against Mr.
__

Lnkiii -
/.il,/34,73o

again visited and compelled to leave home with his family ;
went to Georgia

;

returned home three weeks ago ; was again threatened 7.5^

whipping ui Lina McKinney ; Methodist preachers driven away / 3J

clmiacter of Mr. Lakin ; iniimidation of voters -^-738

Ic/o, it;/7, luoo-iyoo
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HoustoD, George W., shooting of.. .999, 1000, 1574, 1575, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631, 16J-3,

1G73, 1674, 1737, 1949, 1954, 1964
Houston, George W, shooting of son of 999, ] 000
Houston, George W., character, standing, &c., of.. . 1664, 1665, 1675, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1702

1703,1714,1719
Houston, George W., raid on house of 1674, 1702

- HOUSTON, GEORGE W., (colored,) testimony of 997-1004
now staying in Montgomery 997
born in Alabama, and lived in Sumter County ; a member of the legislature ;

county i-egistrar 998
a tailor; was a slave 1000
a republican 1 003, 1004
killing of Kichard Burke ; shooting of Enoch Sledge; killing of Frank Sledge. 998,999
killing of Travis 1 .

.

999
details of shooting of witness, and his defense, August, 1869 ; he tires on the

attacking party ; wounding of his son 999, 1000
eight or nine colored men killed in the county ; was forced to leave ; shooting

of Alfred Jolly, (colored ;) white and colored population of Sumter Csunty.. l(H)l

thinks Dudley Hart was the man he shot 1001 , 1002
no one prosecuted for shooting witness and son ; Jerry Clark shot dead by Mr.

Prater ; Prater put in jail and released by a mob 1002
Jerry and the others republicans ; no one punished for these outrages 1003

Hudson, George, identified by Blair 676
Hudson, Fitzhugh, identified by Blair 676
Hudson, Sim, identified by Blair 676
Hunnicutt, Judge, statement of, relative to election in Cleburne County 1193
Hunter, Isaiah, (Isaac,) shot and. burned in his house.. .. 1609, 1610, 1675, 1737, 1744, 1949
Huutsville, riot in .599, 602, 614, 618, 785, 786, 818-821, 834, 849, 854, 873-875,900-902,

910,1166
Hyman, Isaac, raid on house of 1044, 1045, 1087

I.

Ingram, Jesse, driving from home of , 1 172. 1230
Intimidation of voters 1 , 8, 59, 310, 3! 3. 39

1
, 398, 403, 419, 495, 496, 528, 534, 682^ 734,

743, 752,768, 769,777,859, 863,869,878, 917-919,921, 922,936,953, 955,957,1010,
1015, 1026, 1028, 1035, 1036, 1040, 1046, 1072, 1078-1080, 1082, 1083, 1087, 1095, 1097,

1137, 1139, 1140, 1 142, 1161, 1176, 1191-1193, 1280, 1290, 1321, 1302, 1363, 1404, 1405,

1429, 1432, 1465, 1549, 1019, 1655, 1656, 1678, 1682, 1725, 1726, 1738, 1739, 1741, 1742,

1744, 1759, 1763, 1775, 1779, 1782, 1783, 1790-1793, 1796, 1822, 1829, 1830, 1848, 1856,

1861,1862,1919, 192(:

Intimidation of witnesses, jirrora, complainants, &c 32, 38, 40, 58, (Jl, 80, 103, 107,743,
1395, 1404, 1457, 1465, 1778, 1779, 1784, 1785, 1792, 1819, 1820, 1829, 1836

Irwin, Dr. William B. , shot Lee
Isham, shot and throat cut 1334, 1335
Isham, (Ezell ?) shooting of wife of 1335

Jackson County, hundreds driven from 932
number of outrages in 139
outraged in. Sir Daniel, John McManman, Miles Prior, 3 ; killed in, Samuel

Cate, Mr. Douglass, Ned Larkiu and brother, 4 ;, shot in, Ned Larkin's son,

Sam Lawler, 2; whipped in. Sir Daniel's brother, Mr. Harper, Mrs. Har-
per, 3.

Jackson, Lewis, raid on house of 982, 983, 993-997
JACKSON, LEWIS, (colored,) testimony of 982-983

lives in Huntsville; had to move away from Stevenson; was seized by the Ku-
Klux and put in the old bluck-hoiise in Stevenson by Squire Burns ; block-
house broken up by Ku-Klux, and witness taken out and threatened with
death ; his release by soldiers 982

was in the Federal Army ; two outrages upon him by the Ku-Klux 983
JACKSON, SAM B., testimony of 1441-1447

a lawyer; was judge of probate ; resident of Linden, Marengo County 1441
held an inquest over the body of Eubiu Wesibrock, and took testimony as to

the cause of his death . 1441
tlie testimony taken in the case 1442, 1443
no apprelifusious of danger expressed by any of the witnesses ; never heard of

an instance of a peison being injured for testily iug in a case of this kind 1443
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JACKSON, SAM B., testimony of—Contiuued
disturbance at Linden while W. B. Jones was speaking 1443, 1444, 1445

opinion as to whether the witnesses in the Wcstbrook case were under duress. 1445, 1446

the persons present when the inquest was held 1446, 1447

Jail in Limestone County, raid on 610

Jasper, (see Alexander.)

Jefferson County, number of homicides in 1747

JEFFRIES, ALGERNON SIDNEY, testimony of 1491-1504

resident of Greensborough, Hale County ; merchant and planter 1491

a Union man 1492

a conservative 1498, 1499

details of the negotiation for the sale of Judge Blackford's property, and his

resignation from office 1492, 1498,1503,1504
killing of Alexander Webb by John Orick 1492

riot threatened 1492, 1499

character, standing, &c., of Judge Blackford 1492, 1493, 1494, 1498, 1499, 1.501,

1502,1503

Judge Blackford pursued by soldiers ; he renounced his political views. 1492, 1499, 1500

Clause, a freedmen's agent, knocked down, and a negro ducked by Federal

soldiers 1 493

knows of no instance in which the laws have not been executed 1494

raid on Judge Blackford, cause of, &c .' 1493, 1494, 1495, 1696, 1497

raid on Mrs. Nutting's house 1 495, 1496

McGarrj' released from jail 1495, 1496

jail in Marion visited ; negro whipped 1496

attempt to release Peyton McDonald ; negro meeting shot into ; house of

Orlando Charles shot into and his wife wounded by negroes 1497

no attempts to influence the political action of tlie colored people 1 498

arrest of Gewer by negroes after the killing of Aleck Webb 1499

knows of no instance of the eniorcement of the laws against any one concerned

in these acts of violence 1500

Ku-Klux organization, its extent., &v.; its victims generally republicans 15113

Johnson, Andy, burning of livery stable of 1520

Johnson, Dock, whipping 1995,1998,2006

Johnson, Hcni^, whipping of 669, 945, 9.50, 953, 954

JOHNSON, HENRY, (colored, ) testimony of 953-9r.6

lives on Mr Steele's plantation 953

whipped and shot at by the Ku-Klux 953, 954

negroes afraid to vote 955

Mrs. Campbell whipped 956

JOHNSON, HENRY T., testimony of 1351-1354

lives with Major Glover ; a farmer 13." 1

Norwegian by birth ; was in the Federal Army 1352

details of visit by disguised men, and Mr. W. T. Neibling'.s whipping 1351 , 135'J

character of Mr. Neibling i:i52

Mr. (J lover's conduct in the affair generally approved 1 353

Johnson, Pink, idetititicd by Weir 653, 654, 6!>.'>

Johnson, Rev. William, killing of 12^

Johnson, Robert, attempts to bribe James H. Alston 101^

.Johnson, Robert, Imrning of Avork-shop of 152U

Jolly, Alfred, shooting of lOOl

JOLLY, J. J., testimony of 264-297

native of Alabama, and resident of Eutaw, Greene County ; lawyer by profes-

sion 264

colonel in confederate army 288

execution of the laws - 264

disguised men, operations of bands of 265, 274, 275, 283, 284, 286, 287, 288

disguised men, opposition to 284

riot at Eutaw 268, 269, 270, 271 , 279, 281, 284, 285, 296

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 280

opposition to reconstruction, &c 29.3

general amnesty 29;)

ti ial of persons for whipping negroes. A: c - - -

.

279

freedom of political opinions 280^281,28.5.

negroes promised lands and mules f282. 2851

negroes voting democratic ticket 283

ditiiculty at Cross Plains, or Putona 275,287

Concerning Knights of White Cameliu 292

concerning Union League 283, 291
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JOLLY, J. J., testimony of—Continued. ^^S^^-

negroes hiuig' in Tuscumbia » (,„„
difficulty between Boyd and Brown

'

"ofifi 27rt 9S0
killing of (Alevander) Boyd, .solicitor 265,' 266; 26V,'273," 275. 277,'279'2Skilling of Samuel Colviu, (colored)

'

oro orr o~o
killing of Henry Miller, (colored) 'oPo-^
killingofSam Caldwell, (colored).... 9«='oX.'
killing of Nelson Harris, (colored) 't-t
killing of Gilbert Coleman, (colored). . . o-o o-i

.
killing of Samuel Snoddy.. ^'J'ttt
killing of James Carpenter 'qii
killing of John Carpenter ^^^ ~Z',
killing of Palmer '.'.

o-s
assault upon Eev. Mr. Hill ~i^
assault upon Cockrell \\ 971 9hi
assault upon Judge Miller *

oyo
assault upon Burton ^on

JONES, GEORGE, (colored. ) testimony of . . I-^s'Q.i^o-
lives at Joel Lipscomb's, Marengo County ; native of the Si'ate l 'w^
colored man cut by John Beamer; pistols drawn on colored men";' outrageuponwitne.ss ' "'"'s''

Eobin Westbrook killed i389"r»i"l39V "nqo {oX^
heard of the Ku-Klux whipping many negroes

; Sam White whippi^d ;' coloredman beaten by Dr. Smith '^ .

^"'uieu

Lewis, —
,
whipped to make him confess who fired upon Dr. Smith' 1389 '1390 1391miscegenation ^

S9n i^Qi
colored people are afraid of the Ku-Klux ; a good many leftwhVn Wes'tbrookwas killed

;
intimidation of complainants

'

ioq-
Jones, William B., compelled to withdraw from canvass, 1304'-]"30(;," isisl'l^ir,; V3J7, 1455^

Jones, William B.
,
character, standing. &c., .... 1315, 1316 mSmt'lfnv^Ai'l^ii

1349, 1350,1374. 1375, J:^H1, 1385,^1387, i411, 1422^142.3:1449, 'l450: !45^^^^

threats against
^''^^^ ^^^' ^^45, 1547

JONES, WILLIAM B., testimony of
.,.'.".'.'.'.'..

{4^0- aP
a planter; resident ot-Demopolis, Marengo County ; native 'o'f'th'e'stat'e';" inlb6U canvassed the district for Bell and Everett ; was in confederate army •

was mayor ot Demopolis "^ n^"'.)
.

his first republican vote was for the constituti'o'n' in" i'868 ;"

"advot-ated'i't's ado'p-
tion in a public address

; re-elected mayor ; is serving as State senator ; is acandidate for the office of sheriff
<-'

,
is d,

was chosen in mH as a Grant and Colt^ax elector";' declin"e'd";"ad";ocat'e"d"'th'e
election of, and voted tor, Seymour and Blair; was treated most cleverlycame back to the repubhcan party and free .speech was denied bim.

.

I4.V2a slaveholder before the war j^^f
was interrupted and threatened while 'making'a'FomVh'of 'ju'ly m'Jtion'in" Bel-mont, Sumter County, 1870 ,,^-9
interrupted at Shiloh, Marengo County, and" 'Gr"e"e'ns'b'o"r'ough,"Haie 'count;'

1870
;
has appointments to fill, but is afraid to go, believing his life wouldbetaken ° "^uiu

particulars of the interruption at LiD'd'e"n"6ct"o'b"e"r'7,"l87i".!i453,"'l4'5'4","i45'5,'i456, 1457^

resdu^ions complimenting him passed by a democratic convention, DecembeJ,^^^'
^^^^

' 1454facts relative to the charge of receiving compensat'i'on'for'hi's'i'nfluen'ce'in'ihe

Richard Lewis whipped, to make'hia'i Icrn;;¥dge'shTotrng"riT)rrSmith' " 1457' 1458no earnest effort to had out who murdered Westbrook ; Prince E^ans and '

Hildreth whipped ,.^r.
Dr. Neibliog was visited a second time by the Ku-Klux \ 'h^'w^s 'pr'eVe'nted'fi-o'm

getting employment
; Robert Reid (colored) shot, Sumter County I459Richard Burke killed Sumter Couufy, 1869 or 1870 ; Guilford Coleman killed"no punishments mfficted tor these killings and whippin.-s 14finno disposition to arrest oft'enrlpis h.p .i7,tr.,,„„o o. t,™n„ ....

".' ' '

'
','.' '^"^

tone

ofl

ties
1461

III—

A
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JONES, WILLIAM B., testimony of—Continued
^ , ,. „f

if there bad been a fail election there the icpubhcau governor and mombei^s of

the legislature would have been elected ; republicans not saie in advocating

their principles publicly ; 600 republican votes lost by the polls not being
1462

opened in McKmley --.--
T v, 1 4HS

repels the charge of having made mflammatory speeches
i jfi? 1464

democratic notices of witness's speeches - - -•--;• V'li '/ '

intimidation of voters ; social ostracism of republicans ; the fourteenth amend-

ment a cause of dissatisfaction ," T' "'n'"."'j".i"
""/

feeling of insecurity among the colored people so great that_ he advised them to

mieiate to Kansas ; emigration forcibly prevented ; discrimination lu the ad-

ministration of justice on account of color and political opinion; cases ot

Westbrook and Dr. Smith cited
j^^^ j*^g

charges of legislative corruption ' ^
was fired on in Chickasabogue swamp -.-.---: '^°''' ;^"°

knows now who it was,, but declines to give his name J^oo

after discussion in the committee, discloses the »ame..--. ..-.------ .-------

appendix to his testimony, being witness's letter printed in the Alabama State^^^^^^^^

Journal, October 31, 1871.-.-.-.-.-
^'^\^i^\''^J)^'^7ii'^7ii'^c>k()' aqf,!) iQfil

Jones, Mr., whipping of Amanda Uhilders by 1.22-1/24, 1/33, 1734, 19o0, 1960, J Jol

Joy John, killing of -
'"."."eiTieiS, Uu', 1412

Judiciary, character ot the.-..- -

1042-1048
JUDKINS, OSCAR, (colored,) testimony ot.. .-....-.....- .--.---

jJJ°
lives ii^ Opelika. Lee County ; lived before in Chambers County. - - - -

. 1044

rmerica Trambies killed b/Ku-Klux, Chambers County, 1870, for boarding a

female teacher and being a republican 1U42, 104d, W4i

school-house burned ; no arrests made - :"n'u\'i 'uwi irui
colored man killed at La Fayette, at a political meeting, by Bill Adams .... 1043, 044

several neo-roes arrested and put in jail - - -
: - -

house of fsaac Ryman shot into and a torch thi-own on it by some one m a

torch-light procession, after the election of ld<0 S' 1046
John Ward's house shot into --.-.. - 1U45, iU4t)

uimbers left Chambers County on account of the Ku-klux ;
whippings numei-

us the last two years; intimidation of voters; school-house and church

burned : the whites opposed to colored schools ------- {^']^

1637,1638,1747

695
Kelly, James, identified by Weir - -- -

"•*''
017

Kelly, Job, assaulted and rope put round his neck

KELLY, WILLIAM L, testimony of.
^*^^^

J^^^j
resident of Jcfterson County jl^y

ll^^^Dn S^'STsmilhV ;aw him" Ih;" mornh;g';u;.r'Koi;in \^^esi{>^ook wa;

Tilled ; no steps taken to discover who had perpetrated the murder beyond a ^__
^

coroners inquest... ."." ;.":;.'." ;'-"'i551, 1552
clmracter of Westbrook , ,ro 1553
Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &:c - - - -.- - - •

;

''\<^ '

whipping o1- Richard Lewis to compel a coniession ot his firing
'^^'^''^'-r^^^^ry^^

Smith........--.- ''.".!'..'.'.'... 931
Kemp, John whippmgot...- ....1589,1606,1624
Kenuavd, Adam, whipping ot j^J, j-3
Kernahan, Mr., killed by Collins .. :-

740 77^*001
Ketclmm, Lewis, taken from jail, whipped, shot, and hung ^ 4«, uo,^^n

KIDD HENRY, (colored,) testimony ot --- :--• ^"' ,-.>

naive of the State; lived in Madison County, on Henry Turner's place S(w

was visited by Ku-Klux in November, 1669, and twice afterward 867,8o8

intimidation of voters •

i7"Vi-I734
KILLENS JANE, (colored,) testimony ot •-,---••-

.1'.:., ,-!,.

paniculait of the whipping of John Childer's daughter An.anda, by Mr. Jones, J
,
3^, L 34

1*

Killings

—

Alexander'• ^-p- <->»"^'' ^-a s^l:;^^^^?^l^^^,'as'^s
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Killings—Continued.
'

"
"

Barbee, Mr. , Limestone County j^oi

Barber, Mr
'"'

j-;'^-

Blair, Dr., son of, Limestone County _' \'
7.)^

Blair, Wiiliam, (colored,) Limestone County, December, 1868.. 131," 148," 674-076,715.

Boyd, Enoch, (colored, ) Sumter County, September, 1870
"

1(57^

Browning', Dr. , Sumter County, 1869 '

^q',^^

Bryan, Mr., Sumter County, April, 1868.... .'."."'.'.' 1677
Burke, Richard, (colored.) Sumter County, August, 1 870.. 3.34, 335, 346"34"9 351 O^'c

999, 14G0, 1578, 1.579, 1590, 1597, 1607, 1632, 1633, 1737, 1775, 1781, 1798, 1870 mi<
'

T, ,, T- . n .
1812, 1821, 1944, ]9i;4

Burrus, Mr., Lmiestone County g5g Qrc^

Caldwell, Sam., (colored,) Greene County, spring of 1870'.V3,'6V265V273Vl789, 1795,

Campbell, Lem., (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871.. 1.334, 1361-1363, 18^?,
1885 1902 i'"*"''3

Campbell, Mike, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 ,.[,
'

I.334
Campbell, William, (colored,) Madison County, July, 1869.. isS, 149, il62,'ii64, 11S7-

1K9
Carpenter, James, Greene County 277
Carpenter, John, Greene County [[.".[][" 277 27 8
Cate, Samuel, Jackson County, January, 1871 140 167 428' 451
Charlton, Judge, Morgan County, winter of 1869 132, 325, 6l6,'61 1,777-780, 1211
Childers, Amanda, (colored,) Sumter County, July, 1871.. 1722-1724, 1733, 1734, 1950,

1960 19C1
Clark, Jerry, (colored, ) Sumter County 1002, 1672, 1738,' Idh
Cliff, Tony, (colored, ) Calhoun County, July, 1870 77
Clunn, Heury,(colored,)Madison County, December, 1870 .669, 671 , 930
Coblentz, Mr., Sumter County, August, 1869. .344, 1574, 1575. 1594,1.598, 1662-16G4

1622, 1625, 1631, 1632, 1673. 1737, 1817, 1946, 1947, 1954, 1964, 19€5
Coleman, Guilford, (colored,) Greene County, June, 1870 .13,273,277, 1460, 1788, 1769,

r. ir ,r c. .. -^
"

1795,1839,1842.1644
Collins, Mr., Sumter County, 18/0.. ..••. 1357, 1.569, 1570, 1579, 1580, 1582, 1583
Colvm, Sam., (colored, ) Greene County, December, 1869. . 3, 263, 266, 273, 301, 312, 313,

Cross, Flem., wife of, Sumter County, ' ]7a4
Crossland, Mr., Tuscaloosa County, November, 1868.. 1750, 1767, 1763, 1851,1852, 196''-

^ ,
1971,1980-1982,1991,2000,2002-2004

Diggs, irank, (colored,) Kewaunee, Mississippi, October, 1870.375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325

^ , ,. ,, 1328,1329,1433,14.39,1440
Dougherty, Mr., Madison County, 1869 q^q
Douglass, Mr., Jackson County, January, 1871

' ""

438
Dunn, Mike, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871.. 1360, 1361, 1365,1654, 19{)I

.. .
1912,1913,1918

i^dwards, Nathaniel, (colored, ) Choctaw County, 1869 102. 1919
Evans, Willis Monroe , Madison County, August, 1869 "... 'il90
Ezell, Isham, (colored,) Choctaw County, September, 1871 1361, 1364, 1655, lOi'B
Ezell, William, (colored.) Choctaw County, July, 1871 .1267, 1869, 1885, 1901, 1912, 1913
Fearon, Elliott, Marshall County, October, 1869 930
Finley, Mr.. Tuscaloosa County, 1869 1751 1768'l852"l971. 1872
Francis, Mr '__ '

'
'

j-.g

Fraukenham, Mr., Tuscaloosa County, 1971
Frederick, Cogsar, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 3 370 ....

'.

'.'.

........
'

77
Geary, Andrew, (colored,) Mucon County, October, 1«70 1092-j10S4
Gibson, Isaac, (colored, ) Morgan County, 1868 :9-!i2

Granger, Alfred
, (colored

,
) Dallas County 375

Grattaa, Mr., Sumter County, 1868 ] 3C,34
Greathouse, (colored,) "Perry County ...[ 417
Hall, William, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1870 77
Hairis, Berry, (colored,) Chatham County, July, 1870 77
Harris, Nelson, (colored,) Greene County --

-j

Harrison, Fraok, Saint Clair County, August, 1870 .'.1172. 1'2^J3
HaiTison, Mr., Limestone County ''

^;^3
Hart, Dudley, Sumter County, August, !8d9 '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.

100J iOW
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Hancnliey, Thomas, Lawrence Ccimty 1^2
Hendricks, Essex, (colored, ) Calhoun County, July, 167U Jl
Hoppe--, Mr., Sumter County, January, 1870 1 1>"

Hunter, Isaiah, (Isaac,) (colored.) Sumter County, April, 1870. .1609, 1610. ]675, 1737.

1744, 194'.'

Isbam (Ezell,) (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 3S34, 13'.-..j

John, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 1^'>'

Johnson, Rev. Mr., Fayette County, 1869 i~~

Kernahan, Mr., Colbert County - ^'''^>'''

Ketchum, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 .....742, /7o,9!:)l

Lavkin, Ned, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870 451,932

Larkin, Ned, brother of, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870. 4')!

Luke, William C, Calhoun Couuty, July, 1870 77,223,386,429,445,609^
1173, 1235

Lyon Abe, (colored,) Choctaw County, June, 1871 1262, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1269,

J270, 1334, 1360, 1412, 1413, 1424, 1426, 1427, 1514, 1654, 1868, 1869, 1882, 1883, 1887,

1697, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1905-1909, 1914-1916, 1918

mail-agent, Sumter County
o.-^a ni?

Markbam, John, Madison County, September, 1871 920,921

Martin, James, (colored,) Greene Couuty, March, 1870 3, 1214

McCanu, Harvey, ( colored, ) Perry County
McKee, Mr., Limestone County, September, 1870 -.•;' „^ '

Miller, Henry, (colored,) Greene Couuty, spring- of 1870 3,6,265,277,1214

Miller, Mr., Tuscaloosa Couuty - - 1750, 175L lf^53, 1971, 1973, 1984, 1991 ,
1992

Raglaud, (Raglen,) Fenelou, Morgan County 4-8, 6J0
Rogers, Anthony, (colored, ) ttumter County, 1871 16^7

Rogers, Mr., Sumter County, April, lfc70 1677

Rogers, Thomas, (colored,) Choctaw County, Juiie, 1871.. .1654, 1655, 1869, 1885, 19ul,

Samuel, Mr.. Tuscaloosa County, spring of 1870 1749,1854,1975

Sapp, Mr., Lawrence County, May, 1869 942, 1162, 1J%, lj97

Scales, Sam, (colored,) Limestone County, spring of 1870 666,/ 19

Scarborough, Mr., Sumter County, April, 1869
; n^

; '

", a^o" l oi7 i o«- lom
Simpson, Mr., Tuscaloosa County 1971,1972, 1984, 9fo, 991

Sledge, Dennis, (colored,) Sumter County, 1869 1/oJ, IJ^.J

Sl6dge, Frank, (colored, ) Sumter County, 1869 998, 9 9

Smith, Mr., MadLsou Couuty ^^''/,
>'o o

Suoddy, Samuel, Greene County, December, 1870 2,3,6,49,2i>8,26o,277,313, 318

Snodgrass, Ben, Calhoun County 428

Strange, Mr., Limestone County 6o8

Stratton, Mr., Sumter County, July, 1867 ........ 16/7

Thomas N. E., Choctaw County, June, 1868.... 1671, 16/2, 1/01, 1/02, lofe3-188o, 189o,

1896

^Thompson, Bob, (colored,) Calhoun County, 1870 428,967

Thrniow, Judge SiUus, Madison County, lc68 115,432,442,452,599,602.614,618.
^

690,786,820,874,900

Tramblies, America, (colored,) Chambers County, 1870.... 1042, 1043, 1047, 10.-^7, 11 14,

1 115, 1 117, 1118

Travis, Mr., Sumter County, 1869 -

JJ^?
Washintxtou, Bill, (colored,) Tuscaloosa County, spring of 1871 18;)4, IJ/i)

Webb, Aiexauder, (colored,) Hale Couuty, 1-67 1479 1492 l;}'^', 1522

Wpst.brook. Robin, (colored,) Marcniro County, July, 1871 1243, 12.>2, 13i)4, 136/,

Williams Mr., Morgan County, May, 1870 134,931,1138,1142,1143

Wilson, Mr., Tuscaloosa County -
;;uVr\n<^r ima

Woodward, Dud, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1868 : 1904, 190o, 1918

Wright. James K. P., Madison County ;--T.Z:",-,o d^S
Yankee Ben, (colored,) Sumter Couuty, lrt(>9 10/0, U)/ 1, /38, 1949

Young, Ai^der^ou, son of, (colored,) Sumter County, fall ot 1870 ]/.,u, l/4.i, 17^
King (McKiuney,) Liua, whipping of .- /33, /b7
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KINNAED, MICHAEL C. , testimony of , 1730-1733

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a physician ; superintendent of

schools - 1730

examined Robert Fullerlove yesterday ; found no evidence of his having been

struck on the head, and none of anything like a person having betn
whipped 1730,1732,1733

people very much interested in reference to educating the negi'oes 1730,1731

two scliooi-liouses burned; thirty-one or thirty-two colored schools in the

county ; average attendance one thousand or eleven hundred ; about six

hundred white children attending schools ; schools kept open from three to

six mouths last year, varying according to the apportionment of money to

' the different districts 1731
progress made by the colored children in their studies 17S2

Knight, Jesse, shooting of, (died in a few days) Ii7

Knights of the White Camelia 2L'2

Ku-Klux, effect of upon labor and negroes. 67, 69, 639, 924, 1097, 1128, 1137, 1 139, 1363, 1395,

1519, 1520, 1530-1532, 1759, 1807, 1848, 1849, 1914, 1919, J951, 2002
notices 50,52,63, 103, 104, 108,418,423,1019,1037, 1049, 1051, 1052, 1054, 1138,

1151, 1278, 1295, 1296, 1328, 1339, 1431, 1871, 1872, 1889, 1917, 1921, 19 J2, 2002
no arrests, convictions, &c., for outrages of 9, 17, 68, 92, 93, 98, 107, 128. 203, 260,

30
1

, 333, 340, 345, 347, 388, 41 1 , 4 19, 420. 458, 479, 493, 539, 540, 552, 553, 598, 617, 640,

682, 724, 775, 837, 870, 897,898, 923,934,980.990,992,1002, 1003, 1007,1020,1043
1050.1088,1096,1140,1175, 1244,1266, 1289,1361-1363,1368, 1373,1420, 1430,1433,

1434, 1460, 1500, 1548, 1577, 1578, 1600, 1613, 1629, 1631, 1633, 1701, 1722, 1724, 1741,

1791, 1822, 1844, 1847, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1886, 1914, 1948, 1949, 19i;5

palliation or justitication of 399, 457,551, 1531, 1532, 1807, 1810
organization and meetings against 778, 779, 883, 1873, 1683, 1886. 1950, 195,

lirst operations of 80, 432, 4/7, 478, 623
extent of, strength of ... .79, 323, 385, 466, 489, 753, 756, 775, 1 136, 1280, 1282, 1461, 1801

existence or uon-existence of.259, 274, 283, 286-288, 305, 306, 323, 356, 361 , 393, 405,431

,

451,485,518,602,640, 1038,1070,1487,1503,1685,1704,1842,1920,1963, 1967,1968

object of 79, 92, 96, 171 , 260, 387, 443-446, 477, 519, 601 , 603, 624, 649, 747, 783, 840,

872, 873, 892, 1138, 1139, l'.^0, 1437, 1438, 1488, 1489,

1530, 1532, 1803, 1804, 1823, 1856, 1921

character of disguises worn by 120, 161 , 275, 385, 47
1

, 528, 529, 536, 574, 579, 597,

598, 627,723, 813, 860, 919, 1916

origin of 450,481,660-662,715,852,892,893,1283
method of operating of 170,258,352,472,486,490,689,729,1282,1513,1696
Governor E. B.Lindsay's views as to 212,213,222

J. H. Clanton's views as to 229,240,242,253
Reavis's views as to 382-334

Herr's views as to 17( 9

public opinion opposed to 261
meaning of the word 3S6, 392
disbamiiugof 452,600,622,664,726,785,935,1(^94
composition of 457, 460, 1844

general feeling toward 479, 1 1 37

justification for organization of i 8/7

exclusively democratic 899

no necessity for 967, 1423, 1843

leading cause for 9(>S

obligation of 1 129

Ku-Klux act State, opposition to, effect of, &c 649, 650, 664, 665, 720-722, 724, 816, 835,

836, 8.52, 8?6

preamble to, views as to 664, 605, 835, 836, 896, 1754-1756, 1759, 18-5

enforcement of 16, 32, 93, 1U8, 321 , 322, 329, 339, 347, 349, 354, 3.55, 410, 411,

413,458,1655

L.

Labor contracts |l290
,
12a8. 17t9

Labor, difficulty in procuring, &c \l 31*2, 1 3igU|JM^J:lig_
La Fayette, interruption of meeting at rmiOS8-10Uf'"'

La Grone, Katie, whipping of 417, 422

Lakin, Rev. A. S., character, actions, &c., of 180,219,23^,252,325,328,430 594,595,

612, 613, 615-619, 624-626, 733, 757, 758. 784, 785, 791-800, 810-812, 1168, 1109

Lakin, Rev. A. S , case of. 427, 430, 433, 434, 438-441 , 446-449, 451, 458, 460, 615, 731, 734, 7o5
LAKIN, Rev. A. S., testimony of 111-159

resident of Huntsville since 1865; minister of Methodist Episcopal Church;
presiding elder of Montgomery district Ill
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LAKIN, Rev. A. S., testimony of—Continued.
elected president of State University at Tuscaloosa, and prevented trorn taking

h„SsSii;o::;;;:;::;;::::::;:;;:;;::::::::::::::::::::::::::iio;i«,"3, 2
horse sheared , ^^ , .^i
j.i„(. Job, J.J /

5^£i^ --:-y "•-":::::::::"::: 139141

dissruised men, operations by bands of H-i H' .
1 18. |'-1

> Ij"

disguised men, object of bands of '

nl' n

-

disguised men, demonstration in Huntsville by ---
f j^' '^;^

disguised men, effect on unborn children of sight of ii», l^^S -^

disguised men, disguise worn hy - ^~^

disguised men, operations of, commenced in spring of 18G8 i-^

article and wood-cut from. Tuscaloosa Monitor
i qq { -4'{ k7

whippings and .shootings l-^"^' ^ '^^>
jVr

killing of Judge Thurlow
j^J^

killing of Samuel Gates ^^"

killing of William Campbell, (colored) ^'«' 4J

killing of Williams \-f^

killing of Francis, scliool-teacher i;^^

drivin'g- away of J. A. McCutcheon ^^i
driving away of James Buchanan ^^i
driving away of John W. Tullcy |*'

shooting of Jesse Knight '
j~^

shooting of Eev. William Johnson |~[^

shooting of Judge Charlton ^^ _'-'

shooting of Prior Turner, (colored) "^

l'i'9
whipping of Horton -••

whippini of Moses 13. Sillivan U3,U,,H^

whipping of Kev. Mr. Hill :|^"

whipping of Dean Reynolds, (colored) |~'

whipping of James (Isaac) Dorman ' loa
whipping of George y:ay!or .^

~

whipping of William Blair J-l.}^8

whipping ot William Harper ---
'^f^

whipping of Simeon Bush, (colored) ' r^' ra
whipping of Mrs. Riddle

^-^7' J;^^

no punishment for Ku-Klux outrages - - -

^;^
no power in State courts to p.unish Ku-Klux I'S-. J'J^^. A^»

oppositiou to Methodist Episcopal Church
140

opposition ro education of negroes
|

intiammatory speeches to negroes ;---,', ,"
'

* V '
I a i ^n

school-teachers outraged, school-houses burned, and churches destroyed 14U

Lane, Tobias, letter to Jolm B. Cecil ^-1 cm
Larkin, Ned, killing of '

Jfi
Larkin, Ned, killing of brother ot T"^

Larkin, Ned, shooting of son of ,^.

Lassiter, Aaron, whipping of
,^'^^^q

Latham, Mr., whipping ot.... '"^^^
Liiwler, George, whipping ot.-.- ^,.^
Lawler, Samuel, raid on house of

q'>'o \Z-A vrvi
Lawler, Samuel, shooting of niw n96 1197
Lawrence County, outrages m JIO^ IJ JO, iiif/

killed in : Mr. Sapp, Thomas Haughey—2.

Lea

1895,1960,

Lee, Arnold, charged with killing Isaiah Hunter
^*^'^'llOO

Lee County free from disturbance ^..^j

Lee, Mr., identified by Childers i^-^n-rm
LEE, WILLLOI, (colored,) testimony of ^'^•^'^

'||:'

lived in Choctaw County four years - ,---, -.
" V 1

V-' " '

"

,
.{-ii

his house visited by disguised men, two weeks ago, ana search made for him io6i

Lem Campbell shot and his throat cut same night ; killing ot Abe Lyon and
^^^^

Mike Campbell i^o. ^.v.e

killing of Isham. (.shot and throat cut) - - - - -

T
•

'

' "i"
*

' ' rm
Isham's wife shot ; John shot ; fifteen or twenty colored persons whipped.... 1^^
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LEE, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of—Continued.
Abe Lyon's condition in life ]33<j

probable motive for all these attacks 13:^7

Lcgi.slative corruption 141 1 , 1 418, 1424, 1 467, 140'^

Lcuiou, Ben, renounces his radicalism 1327
LENTZ, WILLIAM H., testimony of 722-728

resident of Limestone County ; is sheriff ; a native of the State 722
a republican 726, 727
ten to fifteen outrajfes in the county 722
character of Ku-Klux disguises 722, 723
general disarmment of the blacks in 1868 72)5

citizens driven from home ; Moore, captain of a Ku-Klux organization ; the
strength of the order and its disbanding ; unpopularity of the State Ku-Klux
law of December, 1868 ; no one brought to punishment 724

general disposition to break up the organization ; number of republicans in
Limestone County 725

object and standing of the men assuming disguises since the disbandment of
the Ku-Klux 720

Leonard, Ben, renounces his political opinions 1792, 179G, 1797, 1838, 1839
LEONARD, BENJAMIN, (colored, ) testimony of 1785-1797

lives in Greene County ; native of the State 1785
a mechanic 1787
came here last Tuesday for the purpose of testifying before the committee, and

waited to be called ; what induced him to leave that day and not come be-
fore the committee 1785, 1793

witness in custody of the sheriff, on a charge of murder, with, others, stopped
on the way to jail by a band of disguised men ; two of them taken from his

custody and one fired on 1786, 1788, 1794
was taken before court and discharged ; re-arrested for carrying concealed wea-

pons 1787, 1795
outrage upon Lucy Breathitt 1788
killing of Guilford Coleman, colored, 1870 1788, 1789, 1795
killing of Sam Caldwell, 1870 1789, 1795, 1791)

shooting of Henry Dew ; Littleton Hood whipped 1789, 1790, 1796
whipping of negroes has been going on for four years ; Ku-Klux operations in
Pickens and Greene Counties 1790

intimidation of voters 1790, 1791,1792,1793,1796
does not know of a case of the punishment of a v-hite man for whipping or

maltreating negroes , 1791
intimidation of complainants; colored people are protected when .they vote the

democratic ticket 1792
witness renounced his repu' licanism by card in the Eutaw Whig ; did it to
buy peace ; still a republicim in sentiment 1792, 1796, 1797

murder of Mr. Flem Cross's wife ] 794
Leonard, Joe, identified by Watley 1005
Leslie, John, outrage on wife of, and raid on house of 1168, 1204
Leslie, John, shooiing at 929, ll68, 1204
Leverett, Mr., whipping of 1740
Lewis, John A., identified by Few 1083, 1084
Lewis, Richard, whipping of 1389-1391, 1457,1458,1517,1553-1556
LILE, JOHN A. , testimony of 939-944

lives in Morgan County ; freight agent 949
mixed democratic club at Trinity Station in 1868; Jesse Brown amember of it;

several of the members whipped by disguised men to break up the club, and
by intimidation to prevent them remaining in it 939

means u.sed to raise this club 940,941
killing of Mr. Sapp (white) and Isaac Gibson, (colored) 942

Limestone County, party vote in 662, 663
disturbances in 961
number of outrages in 134
outraged in: Wilic McGregor—1 ; killed in: Mr. Barbee, Dr. Blair's son,
Mrs. Blair, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Harrison, Mr. McKee, Sam Scales, Mr. Strange—
8; whipped in: Mr. Barbee, Augutus Blair's wife and daughter, Mrs. Blair,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Simmons, L. L. Weir, Joe. Garborough—8.

.Linden, disturbance at.. ] 304-1 306, 1313-1315, 1317, 1369, 1370, 1372, 1.373, 1377, 1433, 1444,
1445, 1447-1450, 1453-1457, 1464, 1465, 1504-1509, 1514-1516, 1537-1543, 1545, , 1546

Lindsay, Mr., raid on house of 946, 947
Lindsay, Duce, identified by Henderson 579, 580
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LINDSAY, Governor EGBERT B., testimony of 159-225
governor of Alabama ; lawyer by profession .' 159
native of Scotland ; went to Alabama in 1H49 ; elected to legislature in 1853.. 174
elected to State senate in 1857; on Douglas electoral ticket in 1860; de-

nounced secession 175
called upon to protect people from acts of violence 177

security of person and property 159, IGO, 206, 207
disguised men, operations of bands of 161,170,171,212,213,222
disguised men, object of, to counteract Union League 170, 171

disguised men, uo convictions for acts of , 20:;

disguised men, public sentiment opposed to 20:!

disguised men, counties responsible for damages by 172, 212, 224
negroes disguised and committing outrages 162, 172, 211
"whipping of negroes 203
feeling between branches of Methodist Church 180, 208, 21 -^^

election laws, &.c 185, 186,201'

feeling of people at close of war 190, 191,201
opposition to reconstruction c 188, 189,202,214,215
opposition to negi'o suffrage 191,202
election contest for governor 181 , 182, 183, 184, 192, 193, 216, 217
general amnesty 1 92, 200
railroad bonds 1 93-199, 21

8

freedom of political opinions 174,220
republican otficials threatened 176, 178

no person whipped because of political opinion 175

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 221

character of Judge Luther R. Smith 176, 177

character of Rev. A. S. Lakin 180, 219
killing of Cates IC"

killing of Kernahan by Collins 172, 17.'.

killing of Haughey by Collins 17:1

killing of Alexander Boyd, .solicitor 178,212,21::

killing of Luke 22::

.shooting of Larkin, (colored) IG'J

whipping of Isaac Dorniau 162, 163, 164,181,211
whipping of George W. Hollowell, (colored) 165, 166, 167, 21

1

whipping of Harper 167

whipping of McGregor 168, 169,212
hanging of colored men in Tuscumbia 179,212
concerning Union Leagues 170, 179

Lipscomb, Peyton, shooting of 669, 945, 950, 952

LIPSCJOMB, PEYTON, (colored,) testimony of 051-9,5:'.

was in the Union Army ; t'hipped in Tennessee by disguised men for voting. 951

whipped and .shot in Madison County ; Washington Strong whipped 952
has not voted since lie was whipped in Tennessee ; is afraid to vote 953

l>ipscouib, Sib., identilied by West brook 1244

Little, Harrison, killing of Rogers by 1677

Livingston, interruption of meeting at 1617, 16:38, 1711, 1712, 1741

riot at 1615, 1682, 1772, 1773, 1776, 1780, 1835-1837

liOcket, Joe, whipping of 929

LONG, BURTON, (colored, ) testimony of 1149-1 154

residentof Russell County ; was a slave ; native of Virginia 1149

a republican r 1150

candidate for the legislature 1151

disfranchisement of two hundred republican voters at the election of 1870.. 1150, 1151,

1152

was arrested, charged with perjury, and confined in jail 1151, 1152

received a Ku-Klux letter 1151

colored people arm on the report that he had been put in prison, and Richard

Mack killed, and disperse on order of the sheriff 1153
,

report of the grand jury of the city court of Montgomery, as it appeared in the

Montgomery Advertiser of October 20, 1871 1153-1 1,54

LOPER, CHARLES, (colored, ) testimony of 1113-1114

lives eight miles from Montgomery, on the Rolland Brasscl plautaliou; a

democrat; was a slave 11 13

has never been threatened by colored people for wanting to vote the democratic

ticket; neighborhood peaceable and quiet; good feeling between the whites

and blacks ; .some negroes vote the democratic ticket ; they are not molested 1113

Lovet, Mr., whijjping of 1677
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LOW, HENRY, (colored, ) testimony of 1996-1999

formerly resided in Pickens County ; left in October, 1870 1996

his house attacked by disguised men ; was shot at, taken out, and beaten with

clubs ; manner of whipping; whipped on account of his politics ; would rather

not give the names of those he recognized 1 997

was niititied to leave, and left; whipping of Sam Low, Doc Johnson, Bob
Stocksvillo, Tom Gardner, Willie Hargrove 1998

Low, Henry, whipping of 1995, 1997, 2001

LOW, SAMUEL, (colored,) testimony of 2005-2007

lived in Pickens County; voted tb.e radical ticket 2005

was visited by the Ku-Klux, taken out, and whipped 2005-2007

whipped for his politics ; was warned to leave, and left because he was afraid

to remain ; whipping of Bob Stocksville, Willie Hargrove, and Dock Johnson 2006
Low, Samuel, whipping of 1994,1998,2001,2005-2007

LOVv'E, WILLIAM M., testimony of 871-912

native of the State ; lives in Huntsville ; th.irty years old ; a lawyer ; elected

solicitor in 18o5 - 871

was in the rebel army ; was a member of democratic State committee ; chairman
of county committee and of congressional committee 876

resigned the first two when elected to the legislature 884, 885

went into rebellion voluntarily 905
prosecuted indictments against William Shapard for hog-stealing and assault

with intent to kill; defendant made affidavit for a continuance 871,885
character of Shapard 872, 885
tlie law as well eilforced now as it ever has been in the State ; the county

j)eaceable ; public sentiment decidly in favor of law and order 872, 908
objects and character of the Loyal League 872,873,885,886,887,694,907
and of the Ku-Klux Klan 872, 873, 876, 877, 885, 892, 893, 894, 899, 907, 908, 909

the Huntsville riot of 1 868 873, 874, 900, 901 , 902, 910

killing of Judge Thurlow; Mr. Cox and Eoper wounded 874,900
origin of the riot - 875
attempt of witness to organize the " Order of Peace " 877
intimidation of democratic colored voters 878
dissatisfaction with the first State government imposed by act of Congress

;

the causes thereof ; character of the officers elected 878-883
charges against A. J. Applegate, former lieutenant governor 879-881

meeting to denounce Ku-Klux; North Alabama, prior to the war, strongly in

favor of the Union 883
shooting of Prior Turner (colored) by disguised men 883, 897

tone of j)olitical sentiment of the white population 883, 8-54

no prejudice against northern settlers 884

defines a ' 'carpet-bagger" 887

Senators Warner and Spencer carpet-baggers 887, 888
defines a " scalawag" 888
names carpet-baggers and scalawags who hold or are seeking office 889,890,891
carpet-bagger is never under any circumstances applied to a democrat 891
Huntsville newspapers denounced Ku-Klux outrages ; Smith hung by dis-

guised men ; two negroes killed 893
never heard of the Ku-Klux whipping a negro for votingthe republican ticket

;

heard of a few cases of outrage in the way of whipping, taking of arms, &c.;
not two dozen in the county 895, 899

his attention called to the preamble of the State Ku-Klux act of December 26,
]8(i8; the state of things recited thereirf not true, but false and exaggerated 896

does not remember a case of Ku-Klux outrage brought to trial and judgment. . 897, 898
has heard of outrages in Madison County, since the KlanAvas dissolved, by bands

of disguised men ; they do not exceed two or three ; and but few in the

State; the Patona and Eutaw affair and the Coosa riot; character of the
negroes as to veraci ty 898

is opposed to negro suffrage and to their holding office 902
views as to the right of negroes to assemble and determine their political action,

&c. ; registration oath taken by witness 903
organized two negro clubs in Huntsville, in 1870 903, 904
number in the State disqualified under the fourteenth amendment 906, 91

1
, 912

oj)position to applymg to Congress for relief; those who went into rebellion did
not commit treason 904

his views as to secession and citizenship 904,905
organization of the re])ublican party in the State 905, 90t5

reorganization of the State government 906,907,909,910
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LOWE, WILLIAM M., testimony of—Contiuued.

objectiouable features of the constitutiou : behavior of the colored people since

the war 907
the cou/«c the colored people should have taken eu reorganizing under the

reconstruction acls 908
antagonisur of races 909
the two races could live peaceably if the negroes were uon-voting 910, 911
relative vote, white and colored, in the tjtate 911

Luke, William C, killing of 77, 223, 386, 429, 445, 609, 1173, 1235
Lune}', Corey, shooting at 930
Lvon, Abe, "killing of 1202, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1269, 1270, 1334, 1360, 1412, 1413, 1424,

1421), 1427, 1514, 1654, 1868, 1869, 1882, 1883, 1837, 1897, 1899-1901, 1905-1909, 1914-
1916,1918

LYON, ELIZA, (colored, ) testimony of 1262-1271
lives in Demopolis 1262
her liusbaad Abe killed June 6, 1 871, in Choctaw County 1262
particulars of his killing by disguised men, tlieir number, disguises, »&c 1263, 1265,

1266,1269,1270
her property stolen same night 1263, 1264, 1270, 1271
her life was threatened and she left; was pursued 1264, 1266, 1267, 1271
no coroner's inquest held ; no one ever prosecuted for the murder ; all the white

people iu Choctaw democrats 1266
William Ezell (colored) killed, and a colored man named Isaac 1267
colored wouiau whipped 1267, 1268
schools broken up 1268, 1269
church burned; Judge Smith's gin-house and fencing burued 1269
thoCight that her husband being a witness in a case between him and Mr. Wil-

liam Tucker might have somethiue to do with his murder. 1269, 1270
LYOX, FRANCIS S., testiuiony of .... T 1408-1428

a citizen of the State since its organization and while it was a Territory ; was
in State senate and house of representatives; in the Congress of the United
States, and a member of the confederate congress from 1862 or 1863 to 1865. 1408

was State commissioner 141

1

agent of the confederate government for receiving subscriptions 1426
has uo personal knowledge of the Ku-Klux order 1 409
killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor of Greene County, by disguised men 1409, 1419, 1421

some negroes and a white man taken from jail and hung 1409, 1419
the great mass of the people loyal to the Government since the war ; recon-

struction measures and State constitutiou objectiouable 1409
cause of dissatisfaction with laws of the State, that they were passed by per-

sons who were not authorized by the people; the constitution not adopted.. . 1409
the tax law of 1868 1409,1415,1416,1417
the election law and the law authorizing counties, &c., to subscribe for stock

in railroads 1 409
acts of oppression by officers of the Federal Government, viz : the seizure of wit-

ness's cotton, and tliat of others ; the arrest of six or seven men of Eutaw
upon a cliarge of riot or assault, and sending them to the Dry Tortugas ; the

the arrest and handcuffing of Mr. Barker 1410, 1414
state of feeling between the white and colored people 1410, 1411

all civil rights are accorded to tlic negro 1411

character of W. B. Jones and his speeches - 1411, 1422, 1423

knows of no intimidation of voters 141

1

State debt at the beginning of the war, during the war, and since ; its great

increase caused by the loan to the Stanton Railroad, to the Mobile and Mont-
gomery road, and by the indorsement of the bonds of every railroad built in

the Stale 1411,1417,1418,1424
openly charged and believed that these loans were procured by bribery 1411,1418,

1424
the laws have not been executed satisfactorily ; the judges strangers or carpet-

baggers ; some not qualified 1411, 1412

account of the killing of Abe Lyuu given witness by Eliza Lyon ; Abe Lyon's
character 1412,1413 1424,1426,1427

suits for treason before Judge Busteed 1415
general disposition to obey tlie laws; Judge Luther R. Smith's mill burued;

killing of a mail agent in Sumter County '1419

whippiiigof Mr. Neibliug 1420
organization, extent, object, &c., of the Ku-Klux 1420, 1421,1422

a niajoiity of tlie persons injured republicans ; tone of the democratic press as

to Jvu-Khix outiages ; no one punished for these outrages 1421
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LYON, FRANCIS S., testimony of—Continued.
treatment of northern settlers ; feeling toward scalawags 1423
extent, &c., of Union League 1422, 1423
Kii-Klux organization, &c. 1409, 142;>

inefficiency of ofiScials 1423, 1424
seizure of cotton general ; cases specitred 1424, 1425, 142G
discussion of sub-committee as to testimony given by witness j'esterday, Octo-

ber 26, and the substitution of the manuscript read 1427, 1428
action of the committee on its reception 1428

M.

Maberry, Mr. , killing of Christian by 1971
Macon County, killed in : Andrew Geary, Abram Moss—2 ; outraged in : James H.

Alston's wife and child, J. H. Hodnet— 2 ; shot in : James H. Alston, W.
Dougherty, Adam Goshe, Columbus Mitchell, Felix Wright—5 ; whipped in

:

Aaron Lassiter—1.

election statistics of. 1026,1028,1030,1039-1042,1112
strength of Ku-Klux in .' 1038

Madison County, strength of Ku-Klux in 785, 821 ,834

election statistics of 840,841
number disqualitied in 979,980
number of outrages in 134
disturbances in ; 1161
outraged in : Peter Acklyn, Frank Bell, Timone Bell, George Coruelous, Lu-

ciuda Ford and family, John Fuller, Joseph Gill, Thomas Hawkins, Job
Kelly, John Leslie, Corey Luney, Joseph Manning, Alexander Marchbanks,
Samuel Mastin, Bill Miller, Scruggs, W. Steele, Marshall Strong, Wiley
Strong's vdfe—19; killed in: W. Campbell, Henry Clunn, Mr. Dougherty,
Willis Monroe Evans, John Markham, Mr. Smith, Silas Thurlow, James K. P.
Wright—8 ; shot in : William W. Cox, Peyton Lipscomb, George Roper,
Wiley Strong, Prior Turner—5; v/hipped in : Caleb Beasley and wife, Anthony
Bone, Martin Bush, Rebecca Campbell, John Clark, W. Ford, Amos Gar-
diner and brother, Joseph Gill, Henry Hamlin, Henry Johnson, John
Kemp, George Lawler, Peyton Lipscomb, Joe Locket, Patton, Thomas Reg-
ney. Wash Strong, Wesley Vincent, W. Vincent, Calvin Walker—22.

MAGUIRE, WILLIAM IL, testimony of 1661
deputy sergeant-at-arms of the Senate of the United States 1061
the envelope produced by Robert Fullerlove is in witness's handvtriting; issued

a subpoena for him 160

1

MAHOKE, CHARLES, (colored,) testimony of 1073-1080
resident of Montgomery ; has always voted the republican ticket 1 078
was a slave 1079
was insulted and threatened because he was supposed to be a democrat ; general

feeling of hostility toward the negroes who vote the democratic ticket 1078
has heard CaBsar Shorter abused for so doing 1078, 1079, 1080
colored people not generally afraid to vote the democratic ticket ; thinks if a
man would vote the ticket boldly, he would be in a little difficulty 1079

Mail-agent, killing of " 1419
Mail, United States, tampering with the 713,714
Malone, Mr., identitied by Henderson 579, 580
Manning, Joseph, shot at 930
MARCHBANKS, ALEXANDER, testimony of 865-867

born in Tennessee ; lives in Madison County ; witness and Bill Miller hung by
the neck twice by disguised men in October, 1869 865,860

left home from fear of the Ku-Klux 866
Marengo County, debt of 1311

election statistics and census of 1314, 1315, 1317
decrease of colored population 1368, 1373

' killed in : Robin Westbrook ; outraged in : Pierce Burton, John Tayloe, Cole-
man, George Jones, William B. Jones, Tiller Reese, Seth D. Smith, Robin
Westbrook—7 ; whipped in : Reuben Hildreth, Richard Lewis, Mr. Neibling,
Sam White— 4.

Marion County, nntrders in 1754
Marion jail, atteuij.t to talce negro from 1480, 1481 , 1496, 1560, 1562
Markham, John, killing of 920,921
Martin, Dick, whipping of 1007,1010
Martin, James, killing of 3, 1214



Xr.IV INDEX.

Page.

MARTIN, LYMAN W., testimony of 1144-1149
lesident of Seale Station, Russell County; a lawyer 1144
a Jeinociat ; was in the confederate army 1 J 49
facts in the case of Mr. Few 1144, 1147, 1148, 1149
negroes vote unmolested ; good feeling between the races ; indifferent execu-

tion of the laws 1144
policy of non-action recommended by democratic convention on the question

of the adoption of the constitution 11 45
inefticiency of officers ; their politics '. 11 44, 1 145, 1 1 46
no Ku-Klux in Russell County 1146

Mar,;hall County, number of outiages in i:;;4

killed in: Elliott Fearou ; shot in: Henry Rivers; whipped in: Moses B. Sulli-

van,
Mastin, Samuel, taking of gun of 1164, 1165, 1200
MATTHEWS, WILLIAM, (colored, ) testimony of 641-646

was a witness against William Henderson • 641
subornation of witness 641,643, 644,645
recantation of witness 642,643

May, Mr., identified by Childers 1720
Mayhew, J. M., identified by Vix 1196
Maxwell, Big, whipping of lOll
McCALL, DANIEL, testimony of 1899-1916

resident of De Sotoville, Choctaw county ; a physician 1899
native of the State ; a slave-holder 1903
was with the Fortieth Alabama regiment ; was an old-line Whig ; favored seces-

sion 1904
forty years old 1910
killing of Abe Lyon, and statement of his wife at the inquest 1899,1900,1901,

1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1914, 1915, 1916
meeting of the citizens and the passing of resolutions 1900, 1908
killing of Ezell, Rogers, and Mike Dunn 1901,1912,1913
killing of Lem Campbell 1902,1913
no intimidation of colored voters 1902, 1903, 1905

killing of Dud Woodward (colored) in 1868 1904, 1905
Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1909,1910,1911,1913,1914,1916
no one arrested for these outrages ; feeling of the negroes in regard to Ku-
Klux 1914

McCann, Harvey, killing of

McClernand, Dr., identified by Watley 1005

McCrary released from jail 1273,1484,1491,1495, 1496,1528,1529
McCutcheoii, J . A. , compelled to leave 127

McDonald, Peyton, attempted release from jail of 1283, 1480, 1497
McDowell, John F., whipping of 749
McGregor, Wilie, hanging of 168,169,212,1173,1242
McKce, Mr., killing by Birdsong of 659
McKinley, gathering of armed negroes at 1320,1379,1360,1384,1385
McKinley, anticipated riot at, and measures to prevent 1320, 1321, 1323, 1371, J 372, 1380,

1381

McKinncy, (King, ) Lina, whipping of '. 733, 773
McManmou, John, beaten with sticks and brush 1171, 1173, 1220, 1235, 1236

McNElLL, MALCOLM HECTOR, testimony of 1537-1545
resident of Shiloh, Marengo County 1537

an old-line whig 1542
details of disturbance at the meeting at Linden, where W. B. Jones spoke and

relbiquished his candidacy 1537-1539, 1540, 1541, 1542, J 543, 1545
disturbance at the meeting at Shiloh 1539, 1.540, 1543, 1544

radical oliice-holders not much liked 1542

abuse of Mr. Drake and Mr. Jones at the Linden meeting 154 1, 1542, 1543
character of Jones's speeches 1543, 1545

Meadows, Jlr., threatened Il26
Meeks, Nathan, raid on house of 1201, 12U2

Meetings interrupted or broken up :

Minnis's account of 531,532,539
Dougherty's account of 1024, 1027, 1034

Shorter's account of 1072, 1 073
Ward's account of. .•. 1088-1090
Blackford's account of 1284
Garrett's account of 1 482
Jcll'ries's account of 1497
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Meetings interrupted or broken up—Continued.

Jones's account of '. 1452
Moore's account of 1581, 1582
Herr's account of I6G0, 1G67, 1711, 1712
Gillespie's account of 1617
Cobbs's account of - 1G38
Bennett's account of 1741.

Childers's account of 1722
Meredith's account of 1772, 1773, 1776, 1780, 1784

Meredith, Mr., kilHiio- of Mr. Eogers by 1G77
MEREDITH, REUBEN A., testimony of 1771-1785

resident of Gainesville, Sumter County, about thirty-three years; native of
Vifginia ; lawyer 1 77

1

was a candidate for the legislature 1777

a radical 1778

^ a republican 1781
great disorganization in society iu the last five years 1771
outrages by bands of men for the last three years, generally upon radicals,

colored and white 1772
breaking up of a republican convention called at Livingston, by Daniel Price, on
August 13, 1870; failure of a second meeting 1772, 1773,- 177C, 1780

killing of Richard Burii:, August, 1870 1775, 1781
intimidation of voters 1775, 1779,1782,1783
reported cases of taking prisoners from jail and killing thsm, and of some
whippings 1776

Hayno Richardson shot 1776, 1781

politics of the North Sumter Nev.'s, the Livingston Journal, and the Gaines-
ville News 1777

the efforts made to get Judge Abrahams out of office 1777, 1778, 1780
no member of the republican party safe in openly advocating his views in

Sumter county 1778
the candidate for Congress made no canvass, through intimidation 1778, 1779
how Judge Abrahams obtained his office of probate judge 1779, 1780
character of Judge Reavis

;
precincts in which there was a large negro vote,

and not one cast for the republican party 1781

democratic negroes ; their speeches and influence 1783, 1784
interruption of the meeting at Eutaw, when Governors Smith and Parsons
spoke 1784

intimidation of witnesses 1784, 1785
Meridian, not at 1439, 19G4
Methodist Cliirrch, North, concerning

—

Lakin's testimony 124, 125
Lindsay's testimony 180,208,218
Clanton's testimony 238
Day's testimony 623
EchoUs's testimony 957-960

MICHAEL, JACOB, Jr., testimony of 136G-1378
sheriff of Marengo County 13GG
a democrat 1372
raised in Alabama 1373
six colored men now in jail charged with assaulting Dr. Seth D. Smith with

intent to kill; one had escaped; this one had been whipped, and another
struck on the head with a pistol 1306

killing of Robin Westbrook 1367
no one brought to justice for Mr. Neibling's whipping; decrease of colored

. population in Maiengo County. 1368, 1373
disturbance at Linden, where Jones withdrew from his candidacy 13G9, 1370, 1372.

1373, 1377
anticipated riot at McKinley 1371, 1372
the whites well disposed toward the blacks ; no difficulty iu executing pro-

cess 1 372
murder of Robin Westbroolv ; state of feeling between the races 1373
names of white republicans in the county ; feeling toward republicans from

the North. 1374
some republicans have left, having made money enough 1374, 1375, 1376
Jones's political course 1374, 1375
patronage to republican newspapers 1 375, 1 376, 1 377

Military, strength iu State of the 1156
effect of the presence of = . 1176-1178, 1181, 1681
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eeaeral treatment of the 1285-1287, 1297

arrests by 1958,1959
jliiier, Bill, hanging' of ^^06

Miller, Henry, killing of 3,6,205,277,1214
Milier, Judge William, struck with hickory stick. 278

Miller, Lieutenant James, reports of. 1161. 119!, 1192

Miiler, Mr., killing of 1750,1751,1853,1971,1973,1984,1991,1992
MILLER, WILLIAM, testimony of 1-12

resident of Mobile; resided in Greene County from 1836 to 1869; appointed col-

lector of Mobile, May, 1869; elected probate judge in February, 1868, and
resistance was made to his taking the office 1

was attacked by Reynolds 5

disguised men, operations of bands of 3,8,9
disguised men, leading citizens opposed to 8

disguised^ men, no legal redress for acts of •©

republicans deterred from voting at election of 1868 1

opposition to republican speakers in October, 1868 2
colored men afraid to vote 3
riot at Eutaw, Greene County 4,5, 9, 10
freedom of political opinions 1,2,7,8,9
depreciation of real estate in value - 11

taxes II

ra.ilroad bonds 11

concerning Union Leagues 7,8
killing of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 3,7
killing of Samuel Snoddy 2,3,6
killing of James Carpenter 3
killing of Henry Miller, (colored) 3,6
killing of Sam Caldwell, (colored) 3,

6

killing of Sam Colvin, (colored) 3
killing of James Martin, (colored) 3
attack on Burton 5
attack on Cockrell 5,9
attack on witness 5

MINNIS, JOHN A., testimony ot 527-571

resident of Montgomery ; born and raised in North Carolina; lived in Alabama
since 1866 ; moved to Tennessee in 1838 ; district attorney of the United
States for the northern district of Alabama 527

canvassed the second congressional district in 1870. 531

hostility to reconstruction, the adoption of the constitution, and to the oiScers

elected 527,5.51,552,553,554,561
injury to office, books, &c., ol Judge Gardner ; his frequent whipping, and at-

tempt to assassinate him 527
iiuimidation of colored voters 528,534
killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor of Greene County 528, 529, 555, 556
operations of disguised men 528, 529, 530, 534, 535, 536, 537, 538, 539, 540, 543, 544,

547, 549, 550
political meetings interrupted 531,532,539
personal insecurity in expressing political opinions in portions of the State 532
whipping of Wiley Williams and Jerry Webb; shooting of a colored man;

burning of a church ; nine or ten negroes whipped 533
whipping of Aaron Lassiter ; he identifies five of the party, who on trial proved
an alibi „ 535

whipping of a negro in Montgomery Coirnty by disguised men; the reason

assigned for it 536, 537

whipping of Smith Watley by disguised men ; live of them tried, and discharged

upon tiie defense of an alibi 537, 533

old negro whipped 538, 539

church iirod into, one killed and two or three wounded ; no parties arrested or

punished 539

difficulty in identifying parties ; proving of (ilibis a general form of defense. .. 539

only republicans whipped or mistreated ; attempt to drown Hender-
son .540,557,553

case of Weir ; his whipping, and attempts to hang and drown him 54J-543
whipping of a negro man and wonuiu in Walker County ; negroes do not enjoy

any more privileges than before the war 543

confession of R. G. Davis as to raids by Captain Stewart's company ; dis-

turbance of Judge Mudd's court 544
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D. F. Peters nominated by a convention of disguised men 544,545

Sheriff Tieadvvay, of Jefferson County, compelled to leave home ; charges

against him by the Ku-Khix 545-547

four companies of Ku-Klux in Fayette County, Captains Stewart's, Marshall's,

Hyde's, and another's 547

whipping and shooting of negro men and ravishing of negro women by Captain

Hyde's company 547, 553

number ot colored people killed within the last two years ; hanging and shoot-

ing of a negro man and woman ; character of Judge Mudd 548
whipping of I^lr. "Wooley and rape on his wife ; he is compelled to leave home ;

whipping of Mr. Fowler and Mr. Tidwell ; negro badly whipped 549
negroes shot at and run off 549, 550
violent prejudice against negroes; many driven from Fayette County ; negro

blacksmith whipped. 550
whipping of two white women in Marshall County 550,551
in many places State laws cannot be enforced in cases of outrages against ne-

groes and white Union men; palliatiou a,nd justification of Ku-Klux out-

rages 551
tenor of the democratic press 551, 552
opposition to the education of the liegro ; courts in Fayette County could not

enforce the law without the aid of the military ; salutary effect of the con-

viction of Ku-Klux in North Carolina 553
no convictions as yet in Alabama 540,552,553
whipping of a colored woman in Fayette Couuty ; collector of internal revenue

compelled to resign ; negro killed in Sanford County 553
bitter opposition to negro suff'rage .554

operation of the election laws 555, 5G

I

the courts were organized under repi^blican auspices ; manner of selecting

jurors 555
probable effect of the removal of political disabilities 560
relations between the races 5tj'2

details of conversation with Judge Busteed as to legislation needed, &c., 562, 563, .564,

565
report of grand jurors of middle district of Alabama 563-564
vi(!\vs of witness as to increase of powers of United States courts 564-.586

discussion as to the admissibility of statement read by witness in further

answer to a question by Mr. Beck 566, 567
^vritten statement of witness 567-571

Miscegenation 1390, 1391, 1441, 1512, 1524, 1.5-25

Mitchell, Columbus, shooting of 1092-1094
Moiit-tte. Mr., raid on iiouse of 14~2

Moonev, C. C, suspected of killing a negro 1194
MOORE, ALLEN E., testimony of 1565-15':7

resident of Livingston, Sumter County; sheriff by appointment 1565
an old line whig 1580
details of the taking of Zeke High from the jail by a band of disguised men,
and his shooting 1565-1568, 1571, 1572, 157.3, 1579

High was in jail on a charge of murder 1568
he had been indicted for the killing of Collins in an attempt to arrest him and

others charged with an assault - 1569, 1579, 1580
killing of Collins 1569, 1570, 1.580, 1582, 1583
High made no attempt to escape 1571

no one arrested for High's murder; he was known also as Zeke Williams 1574
the Ku-Klux hunt for Dr. Choutteau at his house, guarded by Mr. Coblefitz

;

Coblentz shot one of the party ; Coblcntz killed, and George Haston (col-

ored) shot ; it was a political trouble 1574,1575
"SV. J. Prater, confined on a charge of murder, released from jail by a band of

disguised men J576, 1577
negro beaten and bis ears cut oft"; no one punished for this offense 1577
Jasper (colored; taken from jail aiK-1 hung; no arrests made 1578
Piichard Burke killed 1 578, 1 579
negro killed 1579
another killed on Billy McCree's place 1581
the Belmont riot 1 581 , lo-:2

Dr. Choutteau's alleged proposition to poison the negroes ; his radicalism, and
business proscription 158:3, 1584, 15'-5

election statistics 1586, ]o>-7

geneial behavior of the negroes 15';7
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Moore, George, outrage ui3on 1160, 1187-1190

Moore, Jacob, shooting of ^^1 1/^2,

Moore, Mr., alleged Kii-Klux, standing of '^4, 7b7

Moore,Mr., identified by Weir 653,654, 659

Morgan County ; number of outrages in 1 y4
disturbances in . . ^

"^^

killed in: Judge Ciiarlton, Isaac Gibson, Fenelon Eagland, Mr. \Villiams—3;

shot in: Jesse!' Knight ; outraged in: G. W. Hollowell, Dean Reynolds—2;
whipped in: HezekTah Bush, Simon Bush, Ruth Chapman—3.

Morris, (Morse,) Judge, implicated in the killing of Thomas. .. 1C72, 1833-1885, 1895, 1896

Morris', Mr., killing of Mr. Scarborough by ""-^nr- ^^11

Morse, (Morris,) Joshua, implicated in the killing of Thomas.. 1672, 1883-1885, 189o, 1896 ,

Moss, Abram, killing of
^^?.^7^?-P^t

MOSS, JAMES M., testimony of 915-925

has lived iu Madison County since 1 886 ; a farmer 915

a republican ; born iu New York ; moved to Illinois, thence to Iowa and to Ala-

bama f\l
character of Joe Gill „„^ ^^^
intimidation of voters 917,918,919,921,922

Ku-Klux, political 917,919,921

outrage upon Job Kelly ; disarming of negroes j^i7

visited by the Ku-Kiux several times 917, 918, 924

Joe Gill whipped ;---;";"""i
^^^' '^^-

Ku-Klux disguises ; has seen them six times ; they have gone by the board

long ago ; 'the organization degenerated into robbing 919

man robbed three ti ares by disguised m§n 919, 920

killing of John Markham 920, 921

three colored men killed by the Ku-Klux; no arrests made 92b

cannot carry on his plantation from the difficulty of procuring hands ; Ku- » ^ \

Klux injurious to labor -- 1
9"4

J
the people favor free schools ; they would not take away negro suffrage if

they voted the democratic ticket; the negroes republicans 92u

social proscription of northern men - 926

Mossbacks, organization of the 11/2, 1-29

MUDD, WILLIAM S., testimony of. 174.5-1/71

resident of Elyton, Jefferson County ; one of the judges of the circuit courts

of the State ; his district embraces Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Fayette, Sanford,

Marion, Winston, and Walker Counties ; has officiated as judge tor sixteen

years ; a native of Kentucky ,-••:"." ^^'^'^

no interruption in the courts in his circuit ; general condition of the circuit

quiet ; some outrages by unknown persons, generally at night, and by di.s-

gnisccl men i" "i"

"
"i'

most of the outrages have proceeded from other causes than political, though

generally visited upon the colored people ;
grand juries generally unable to

find out the perpetrators ;
general peace and quiet in Jetfersou County 1746

five homicides in Jefferson County within two years; two negroes severely

whipped' .,
- ^'^'

a half dozen whippings have occurred in the county ; the colored people gen-

erally vote the republican ticket ^''^o

killing of H negro in Tuscaloosa County, and of Mr. Samuel, an alleged Ku-

Klux ; a white iv.ini and a negro killed '~f9
a white man and three or four negroes killed l^^O

killing of Mr. Crossland, November, 1868, and wounding of a young man;^
^

Crosslaud's murder political ''51^. 1767,1768

Mr. Miller killed -.-•
j!'i*^' |!^J

a white man, Fiulay, and several negroes killed ^ l/ol, l/oo

some whippings of negroes iu the county ; good many disturbances in Fayette

County ; several homicides and whippings l''^!

man and wife (colored) taken from the custody of an officer and killed ^^ 1752

two colored women killed - 1752, 1753

the victims of whippings in Fayette uniformly colored ; whippings generally

inflicted after night; some parties concerned iu these whippings have been

indicted and arrested, but the witnesses liavc disappeared; colored women
ravishid; one homicide in Sanford County, not by disguised men; man

fhot by tlisgnised men for committing rape and murder 1753

srveial ca.-es uf whipping in Sanford County; some murders in Marion County,

but not by disguised men; no urganizatiou iu that county; c )nditiou quiet

and or.derh- as any county anywhere; white man taken from jail and whip-

jied by disguised u.en; no Avliippings or murders by disguised meu iu Win-

I
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MUDD, WILLIAM S., testimony of—Continued.
ston County ; they are nearly all republicans there and no negroes ; no homi-

cides in Walker County by disguised men ; very few colored people there

;

there have been several whippings of colored people in that county within

the last twelve months , 1754

preamble to the State Ku-Klux act of December, 1868 1754, 1755

views of witness as to the facts contained therein 1755, 1756, 1759

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1755-1758,1761,1762,1763,1765
republicans generally the victims of these outrages 1757

violation of labor contracts Vl75gj 176!)

the principal diffictilty in finding out who these disguised men are 1758, 1759, 1760
general fear prevails in the communities in which the Klans exist 1759
intimidation of witnesses 1759, 1763
probable effect of the offerings of rewards; knows of no anti-Ku-Klux organi-

zation ; what is needed is a healthy state of public opinion 1760
better state of feeling now prevailing ; effect of congressional legislation and

reconstruction ; efforts made to induce the colored people to vote the demo-
cratic ticket ; civil and political rights to the negro tended to excite a feeling

of prejudice against them 176

1

temporary interruption last spring, at the Fayette court, and its cause. . 1762, 1763, 1764
convention of disguised men, and candidates nominated in Fayette County.. 1763
has but little doubt that both grand and petit juries have consisted in part of

Ku-Klux; has never known a verdict of a jury that he thought was influ-

enced by men belonging to the Klau
;
general opinion in favor of colonizing

the negro 1765
cannot speak with certainty as to the party affiliations of those whites who
have committed outrages on negroes; as a general thing old slave-holders

treat the negroes kindly; in all the enumerated cases of outrage no political

cause was assigned 1766
not a great deal of theft and depredation upon cotton and stock in the district. 1767
jail-breaking in Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Sanford, Marion, aud Walker Counties. 1768
nine-tenths of the people opposed to all lawlessness ; the condition of affairs in

his circuit as quiet, probably, as before the war ; natural that there should
be great disorders in the revolution of a slave-holding community to a uon-
slave-holding one , 1769

the two races cannot now live peaceably together, except upon the basis of

civil and political equality ; no animosity against the colored men for enter-

ing the Union Array ; the colored men remained faithful to their masters dur-
ing the war 1770

Miuphy, Sheriff Levi, killing of 748,765,766,773,992

N.

Nation, Thomas, outrage upon 770, 791
Negro clubs, organization of 903, 904, 939-941 , 1019, 1386
Negro suffrage, popular opinion as to

:

Warner, testimony of 31, 34
Parsons 87,88,92,94
Lindsay 191,202
Clanton 226,255,256
Pettus 383, 395, 396
Pugh 405.406
Minnis 554
Day , 605
Shapard 768
Richardson 843,844
Lowe 902
Turner 925
Wager 937
Ward 1087
Blackford 1280
Drake 1550
Sanders 1801
Hale 1822
Glover 1889,1890
Hatter 1938

Negroes, democratic

:

Warner, testimony of Sfa

IV—

A
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"Negroes, democratic—Continued. ^
BrnUMestinu^c...........^

Se :::::::::::::::::::::;:":-"--.""-";;:;;:::::::::::: 304,311
g!!! 356,362

^;::::;;::::: 402,403

Pugh ,^,
40o

Dox 434, 43o

Fornw' 468,480

Rke^.V-V:-"- .
496

Abercrombie ^'^^~Us«
Abrahams -

\f^l
Harris ^^^^' Iroo
Cobbs \^i'^
Herr J^g^
Childers ;If,^

Bennett - \if
Meredith -"'^^'loo^
P„,,l^ Iboo

Glover\\\\\';.V:.V.'
."---'.'- .---'.'-

.'

1 869, 1879, 1888

Negroes, education of

:

Lakiu, testimony of <;.;: 'ao;. n^n o-o
Lindsay 234, 23b, 249, 2o2

Pierce .„„ %Z
Speed 426,42.

Miunis 'i^.f^

Goodloe 1;!:^

Berry - ''»

Eichardson •
°3:?

Moss ^-^
Wager ^{^^

S^^°' ;::;";;::::::::::;::::::::io82,]Ob3

w^d ;::::'" ":--':""i--"^^----- i^s?

Williams j'J2
Blackford ]t°Z
Drake ^^48

Sna;d::::::::;;: 1730, mi
Sanders ^^^^'JSq
g^r ;;;;;.;::::::::::::::::: S
gJ^W;; ;;.V.'.' 1938

Negroes counsels given by the white leaders to. .1318-1320, 1661 , 1679-1681, 1705, 1710, 1713

sale of painted stakes to
i-K'.a'irii'irjf^-Ji'^'ioi?

generally republicans 1618,1641,1642,1/48,1987

effect ofKu-Klux upon, (see Ku-Klux.)
1 . 242

oXaeSunon ".:;^^":.^^^^^^^^^^^^' -'---'-''236,'242,"i388, 1493, 1577, 1682

disguised And committing outrages 162, 172, 211, 376, 488, 1942, 1948, 19^5 I960

promises made to 238,282,285,314, 363,374,385,435,445,459,460, 1133, 1810, 1811

general character and behavior of ''^42,503,656,907,962,967,975, 1129, 1130, 1132,

Negri

^''°12557260,"f261, 1318, 1351,1387, 1489, 1490, 1587, 1614, 1623, 1641, 1012, 1711, 1714,

1770, 1955, 1960

New Departure—popular opinion as to :;-;;- -;;a iX" ;:,:i^?^;!!^I',-P
Newspapers, articles, extracts, &c., from.... 113, 114,329,667,668 1347 1348 1470-14/5

^^ 1534-1536,1066-1669,16/4

Neibling, M., whipping of 1338, 1340-1342, 1 351, 1352, 1420, 1459, 151

1

,
15 12, 1548

Neibliug, M., statement of, as published in the Exponent 1^42,154^
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NOBLE, WILLIAM R., testimony of 1055-1059

resident of Montgomery; chief clerk in auditor's office, since July, 1868;
bonded debt of the State, September 30, (871 ; July, 1868, when the new con-
stitution went into effect; and September 30, 1870; amount of bonds issued
since 1868 ; the other indebtedness of the State July, 1868 1055

temporary loans negotiated for the payment of this indebtedness ; receipts and
expenditures for 1869 and 1870 ; rate of taxation for 1868, 1869, and 1870. . 1056

trust funds for school purposes, what they are and how used 1055 1056
how far short the income for 1865, 1866, and 1867 fell of meeting the "expendi- '

tnres of the State ; condition of the treasury at the present time ; comparison
with that of last year 1056

issue of State bonds to the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad 1056, 1057
number of railroads receiving the indorsement of the State ; none of these

roads have made default upon their bonds ; how the State is secured against loss
by reason of the railroad bonds 1058

Norris, B. W., what the negroes have been taught by 1130 1131 1133
Norris vs. Handley, contested election '

i04o' 1041
NORRIS, Hon. B. W., testimony of ....."........ 64-69

resident of Elmore County * ]'
g4

lived in Alabama since 1865
""

55 gg
member of Forty-first Congress ' 65
contestant of seat in Forty-second Congress !

.

"

.

gg
served in Union Army ' '

gg
engaged in planting gg
disguised men, operations of bands of !!!!.!!!!!! 67 68
disguised men, no convictions for acts of.

"
"

'

g8
disguised men, democratic papers excuse acts of 69
freedom of political opinion "g5 gg gg
colored people intimidated ..'.'.'". '67'69
teachers driven off ' '

qj
Norther, Bill, identilied by Blair '."..!!!.!"!!.]! 676
Northern settlers, genera! character and treatment oi, (see Feeling.)
Nutting, Mrs. L. M., raid on house of 1271, 1273, 1481, 1495, 1496, 1525, 1-529

O.

Oakley, J., negroes whipped by 1249-1252
Offices, holding of plurality of.' 1590. i59i,"i597,' 1598, 1882
Offices, sale of . 1298-1300; 1558-1.56!, 1563, 1564
Olhver, Mr., identified by Watley 1005
Orick John C, killing of Alex. Webb by -.".".".'i479,'i492,"i52l, 1522
Urr, Simeon, confesses to being captain of Ku-Klux 1126
Outrages on, (for kinds of, see individual names elsewhere)—

Acklyn, Peter, (colored, ) Madison County, 1570 929
Alldredge, Edward, Blount County 756
Alston, James H., wife and child of, Macon County ... 1018
Baxley, Mr., Dallas County 375
Bell, Frank, (colored, ) Madison County, January, 1870

.'.".".'*.*
1232

Bell, Timone, (colored,) Madison County [_[ 927
Blackford, William T., Hale County, January 1871 1272, i47'5-l'478, 1483, 1484
„ ,, ^ ^. , , ,

1493-1497,1525,1526,1.529,1856,1985
Bradford, Jim, (colored)

_ lg24
Breathitt, Lucy, (colored,) Greene County, April, 1871..".'.."."!."."."!.".'

1788
Brown, Danger, (colored, ) Sumter County, 1871 1595, I59g
Burton, Pierce, Marengo County 5 46 55 '>9o' lOS''
Chapman, Mr., Hale County, 1870 ! . . ! 1519, 1530^ 1531
ChiMers, John, (colored,) Sumter County, fall of 1870 1719, 1721 1897-1899
Clark, George A., Sumter County, fall of J 871 417 1614 1845-1849
Clause, Mr., Hale County, 1868 1286, 1493
Cockrell, Mr., Greene County, April, 1871.... 5,9,12, 19, 20,23, 24,'40,'42,"43, 271,281
Coleman, John Tayloe, Marengo County, February, 1671 1048, 1049, 1051, 1053
Cornelous, George,(co]ored,) Madison County, June, 1869 ' 1162 1195
Crook, Mr., Calhoun County, 1868 475 437
Daniel, Sir, '(colored, ) Jackson County, 1870 995-997
Davis, Carr, (colored,) Greene County, 1870

"
1214

Dinsmore, Joseph, Blount County, spring of 187 1 !

!

7J5g
Ford, Lucinda, and family, (colored,) Madison County, October, 1870 il73 1239
t uller, John, (colored, ) Madison County, October, 1870 '

1239
Fullerlove, Robert, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871.. . 1649-1651, 1658, 1659
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Outrages on—Continued.
Gill, Joseph, (colored,) Madison County, October, 1870 1239

Godfrey, Danger, (colored,) Sumter County 1736
Hale, Samuel A., Sumter County, 1869 1817

Harris, Nelson, (colored, ) Greene County , 272
Hawkins, Thomas, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1869 1166,1167,1202
Henderson, William, (colored, ) Colbert County, August, 1871 . . .540, 557, 558, 577-581,

583, 584, 636-638
Hodnet, J. H., Macon County 1033,1034
Hollowell, George W,, (colored,) Morgan County, March, 1871 165, 166, 167,211

931,932
Jones, George, (colored,) Marengo County, 1870 1388

Jones, William B., Marengo County, 1870 1304-1306, 1313-1315, 1317, 1455, 1456,

1504-1509, 1515, 1516

Kelley, Job, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 917

Leslie, John, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 929,1168,1204
Luney, Corey, (colored, ) Madison County, 1870 930
Manning, Joseph, Madison County, January, 1870 930

Marchbanks, Alexander, (colored, ) Madison County, October, 1869 865, 866
Mastin, Samuel, (colored,) Madison County, July, 1869 1164, 1165, J2il0

McGregor, Wilie, Limestone County, May, 1871 168,169,212,1173,1242
McManman, John, Jackson County, July, 1870 1171, 1173, 1220, 1235, 1236

Miller, Bill, Madison County, October. 1869 866
Miller, Judge William, Greene County, December, 1868 5, 278
Moore, George, (colored,) Cherokee County, July, 1869 1160,1187-1190
Nation, Thomas, Blount County, April, 187 1 770, 991

Prior, Miles, (colored,) Jackson County, 1870 995-997

Eeese, Till, (colored,j Mareugo County, July, 1S71 1248

Eeynolds, Dean, (colored,) Morgan County, January, 1869 127, 1158-1160, 1186
Koundtree,! Eobert, (colored.) Cherokee County, July, 1869 1160, 1187-1190

Scruggs, , (colored,) Madison County, 1868 857,859,860
Shorter, Caesar, (colored,) Montgomery County 1072, 1073

Smith, Colomay, Autauga County, July, 1870 1221

Smith, Seth D., Marengo County, July, 1871. ..1253, 1254, 1^6, 1258-1260, 1398, 1399.

1400,1403,1517
Starkey, William, (colored.) Saint Clair County, August, 1870 1222
Steele, William, Madisou County, spring of 1870 930
Strong, Marshall, (colored) Madison County, October, 1869 927
Strong, Wiley, w'lte of, (colored,) Madison County, December, 1670 668,669
Treadway, Sheriff, Fayette County, October, 1870 545-547
Westbrook, Kobin, (colored, ) Marengo County, July, 1871 1244-1248

Palmer, Mr., killing of 278
PARSONS, LEWIS E., testimony of 77-101,111

resident of Alabama since 1839, and of Talladega since 1840; appointed pro-

visional governor ; employed by State authorities to prosecute parties charged
with the difficulty at Cross Roads or Patona 77

one of republican speakers at Eutavv on the day of the riot — . 81

one of the counsel for Governor Smith in election contest for governor 83
democrat till 1868, and opposed to reconstruction 95
disguised men, operations of bauds of 79, 80, 88, 98
disguised men, object of organizations of 79, 92, 9'^

disguised men, estimated number in Alabama and Georgia of

disguised men, no convictions for outrages by 92,93, :•
-

disguised men, testimony of Lewis M. Force concerning 79,92,96, luO

riot at Eutaw 80,81, ,96, 100, 101

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 83
difficulty at Cross Plains or Patona 77,78,79
contest for office of governor 83,84,89,90,91
freedom of political *opiniou.s 85, 87

negro suffrage 87,88,92,94'

witnesses threatened 80
hanging of William C. Luke 77
hanging of Tony Cliff, (colored) 77
hanging of Berry Harris, (colored) 77

hanging of Caesar Frederich, (colored) 77
banging of William Hall, (colored) 77
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PAESONS, LEWIS E., testimony of—Continued.
hanging of Essex Hendricks, (colored) 77

shooting of Essex Hendricks, (colored) 77

shooting of Jacob Moore, (colored) 78,79
State courts powerless to control Ku-Klux '98,99

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 83

colored men on juries 93
general amnesty 98
democratic party opposed to reconstniction 101

vv hi te people refused to take part in reconstruction 95
character of Judge Luther R. Smith Ill
concerning Union Leagiies '. 88, 92

Patona (Cross Plains) riot at, Parsons's account of 77-79
Clanton's 229,'2r34

Jolly's 275,287
Pierce's 306
Sayre's 365
Pettus's 386
Speed's 428,429,445
Forney's 462-472,481-485
Crawford's 1173,1236-1238
Whitfield's 1175,1176

Patterson, Mr. , killing of Mr. Bryan by . . 1677
Pay ton, (Lipscomb,) shooting of, (see Lipscomb) 669
Peace, George, identified by Weir 654, 705, 707
Pearl, Dennis, killing of ....1672,1673
Peck, E. Woolsey, character, standing, &c.,of 1977,1978,1980,1982,1933
PECK, E. WOOLSEY, testimony of 1850-1868

resident of Tuscaloosa ; in the State forty-eight years ; came to Tuscaloosa
from Jefferson County in 1833 ; chief justice of the supremo court ; was
chancellor in 1839 or 1840, or both ; a Union man ; opposed secession ; was
elected to the convention of 1865 ; president of the convention of 1867 1650

was an old-fashioned federalist; voted generally with the whig party 1859
left New York in 1 824 1864
seventy-three years old 1868
social octracism ; feeling against the Government 1850, 18.59, 1864, 1865
views of those engaging in the rebellion, as to confiscation, &c. ; the criminal
laws have not been and cannot be executed, with the present sentiment of
the people 1851

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1851,1854,18.55,1856,1857
killing of Mr. Crosslaud and shooting of one of his companions 1851, 1852
fifty or more murders in Tuscaloosa County since the war; raid upon Tusca-

loosa, and a number killed, including one of the assailants, named Finlay ; no
arrests 1 852

negro taken from jail and shot ; killing of a negro near Tuscaloosa ; negro
hanged; killing of Mr. Miller; no one brought to justice ; whipping of a
negro school-teacher ; injury to his school-house 1853

killing of Bill Washington (colored) near Tuscaloosa, and of Mr. Samuel, one
of the attacking party ; no arrests and convictions ; Ku-Klux organization
paralyzes all efforts on the part of the courts to bring the perpetrators of crime
to justice 1854

the preamble to the State Ku-Klux law of December 26, 1868, substantially
right ; a number killed in Calhoun County by a raid of Ku-Klux ; effect of
the passage of the enforcement act of Congress, and the recent prosecutions
and convictions in North Carolina 1 855

character and standing of Judge Blackford 1855, 1856
raid upon him in Greensborough, Hale County 1856
intimidation of voters 1856, 1861,1862
nothing but military law will ever suppress these outrages 1857, 1866, 1867
difficulties in the way of the suppression of the Ku-Klux ; democratic sym-
pathy with the order 1857

probable effect of the removal of disabilities : politics of the county officials ;

general treatment of northern immigrants ; business proscription 1858
'

carpet-baggers 1 660
concerning the adoption of the present State constitution, the officers elected,

and congressional reconstruction , 1860-1862
character of elections 1 862, 1 863
views of the people as to secession 1865
the defacto confederate State government 1865, 1866
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PECK, E. WOOLSEY, testimony of—Continued.

disfranchisement, and punishment for treason 1*^66

none but n/publicaus injured 1867

Perry County, killed in : Greathouse, Harvey McCann

—

2 ; shot in : Monie
Hartley and son—2 ; whipped in : Alfred Darling, Isaac Hall, Katie La
Grone—3.

Peters, D. F. . nominated by convention of disguised men 545, 545
PETTUS, EDMUND W., testimony of 374-403

resident of Selma 374
native of Alabama, and fifty years of age ; solicitor of seventh circuit for ten or

twelve years, and judge of same circuit for four years before the war 375
brigadier general in confederate army 39]

execution of the laws 375
disguised men, operations of bands of 375, 3^5, 3S6, 387, 392, 394, 398
disguised men, no punishment for acts of 38>:^

disguised men, newspapers palliate acts of 399
opposition to reconstruction 377, 382, 383, 391 , 400
contest for office of governor 37G, 379, 396, 397

election laws 379,380,384,402
intimidation of voters 39 J , 398. 403
negro suffrage 383, 395, 396
promises of land and mules to negroes 385
general amuest j^ 390, 395
democratic negroes 402, 403
concerning Freedmen's Bureau 390
negroes w hipping white men 376
difficulty at Cross Plains or Patona 386
concerning Union Leagues 381,384,393, 397,398
killing of Boyd, solicitor of Greene County 387
killing of Frank Diggs, (colored) 375,393,394
killing of Alfred Granger, (colored) 375
hanging of William C. Luke 386
Baxley beaten, throat cut and stabbed by negroes 375

Peyton, (Patton,) Mr., whipping of 928
Pickens Count}', Ku-Klux operations in 1790

whipped in: Charles Carter, Frank Carter, Tom Gardner, Wiley Hargrove and
wife, Rfv. William Latham, Henry Low, Samuel Low, Bob Stocksville—9.

PIERCE, JOHN G., testimony of , 297-319
resident of Eutaw, Greene County, for about twenty years ; a lawyer by pro-

fession 297
member of provisional State legislature 30l

execution of the laws > 297, 315

disguised men, operations of bands of 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 315

disguised men, no convictions for offenses by 301

riot at Eutaw 301, 302, 307, 308, 309, 310, 312, 315, 317, 319

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 317

riot at Eutaw, sympathy with persons engaged in 305

negroes, whipping of 310, 311

negroes, intimidation of, from voting 310,313

negroes, promises of land and mules to 314

negroes, sale of painted stakes to 314, 316

negroes, education of 316

negroes, voting democratic ticket 304, 311

freedom of political opinion 304

difficulty at Cross Plains, or Patona 306

feeling of people in regard to reconstruction 311

difficulty between Boyd and Brown .• 298, 312

concerning Union Leagues 305, 313

killing of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 297,298,299,300,312,313,318
kilhng of Sam Colvin, (colored) 301, 312,313,318
killing of Snoddy 313,318

Pike County, republicans unsafe in expressing their opinions in 532

Porter, vSydenham, address of 1605, 1666, 1691

POWELL, CHARLl'.S, (colored,) testimony of 1845-1850

resident of Lee's Station, Sumter County 1845

a preacher 1846

whipping of witness August, 1871 ; his shooting and attempted hanging ; shoot-

ing and whipping of Mr. Clark 1845-1849

no one punished for the outrage ; shooting of Peter Stewart, (colored,) 1870.. 1847
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POWELL, CHARLES E., (colored,) testimony of—Continued.
intimidation of voters ;

general feeling of insecurity among colored people ;

was compelled to lie out at night for about two weeks ; Clark's school broken

up - 1848

Powell, Charles, whipped and shot 1014,1845-1849

Prater, W.J., killing of Jerry Clark by 1002,1672,1949

Prater, W. J., released from jail 1002, 1576, 1577, 1594,

1621, 1622, 1629-1631, 1639, 1672, 1945, 1954, 1964

Preamble to State Ku-Klux act 541 896,1754,1755

views as to, of

—

Coleman 664, 665

Eichardson 835,836
Green 896

Mudd 1754,1755,1756,1759
Peck 1855

Price, Daniel, character, &c., of, by

—

Gillespie 1615,1616
Cobbs 1623-1624,1640

Herr 1663,1664,1689,1690,1706,1714
Hall 1816-1818,1825

Smith :.. 1956-1958, 1963

Prior, Miles, outrage upon 995-997

Prior, Miles, raid on house of 994,995
Prisoners rescued from jail by disguised men 345

Proclamation of Mayor Smith forbidding armed organizations 1957

Proscription, social and business, of

—

Moss 926
Hawkins's wife 1329

Davis 1429,1430,1431

Jones 1465

Drake 1548

Choutteau 1584

teachers of colored schools 1616

Hale 1822,1823,1825

Judge Peck 1850,1859,1864,1865
professional men 1858

Public opinion at close of war 226,227,246

Public press, tone of, as to constitutional amendments and negro suffrage 844,845

as to Ku-Klux outrages, (democratic papers palliating or indorsing) 69,551,981,
1028,1461,1841,1844

failure to report outrages 836,837,937,1294,1429
denunciation of 893

all outrages noticed by democratic papers 1421

"PUGH, Hon. JAMES L., testimony of 403-413
resident of Eufala 403
member of United States Congress before the war and member of confederate

congress for four years ; a lawyer by profession 404

execution of the laws 404,407
disguised men, operations of bands of 405, 411

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 411

negro suffrage 405, 406
negroes voting democratic ticket 405

freedom of political opinions 409, 413
general amnesty 407, 412
feeling of people toward the Government .^ 406
feeling of people toward northerners 416

law of Congress in regard to Ku-Kluk 410,411,413

Q-

QUINNEY, JAMES A. R., testimony of 1354-1355
lives near Spring Hill, Marengo County 1354
was at John Crudip's the night Robin Westbrook was killed ; staid all night;

Crudip's sons were there 1354
they got up between 3 and 4 o'clock and started for Greene County on a visit. 1354, 1355
does not think they left the room during the night, as he lay in the same room

with them and was awake several times 1355
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Races friendly relation between the . ..252, 335, 353, 356, 1111, 11 13, 1372, 1410, 1411, 1661,

1662, 1766, 1955

prejudice against the negroes 550, 1179, 1320

antagonism of 909,981,982,1179,1350,1707,1955
Ragland, Fenelon, killing of 428,610
Raid on house of

—

Beasley 1675

Rebecca Campbell 947

Orland Cbarles 1478,1479,1497

Judge Carlton 774

Dr. Choutteau .. ..1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602, 1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1668,

1669, 1674. 1946, 1947, 1964, 1965

court-house 1657

Sam Davis 1973

Ignatius A. Few 1081

Major Gardiner 862

Joseph Gill 813

Judge Hale 729

Samuel Horton 729,730,732,773
George W. Houston 1674,1702

Isaac Hyman 1044,1045,1087
Lewis Jackson 982,983,99.3-997

Henry Kidd 867,868
Samuel Lawler 1231, 1232

Mr. Lee 1333

Jack Leslie 1168,1204

Mrs. Lindsay 946, 947

Joseph Manning 930

Nathan Meeks 1201,1202
Mr. Monette 1482

James M. Moss 917,918,924

L.M. Nutting 1271,1273,1481,1495,1496,1525,1.529

Miles Prior 994,995
Mrs. Russell 771

Scruggs 857,859
A.J.Steele > 944

Wiley Strong 668,672
Daniel Vix 1162,1196

Jonn Ward 104.5,1046

Leonard L. Weir 701

Betsey Westbrook 1243

Jack White 1166,1167,1202

James Wooden 771

Railroad bonds, indorsement by State of 193-199, 218, 1056-1058

Railroads, alleged corruption in procuring legislation for 252, 359-361 , 965, 1424

State system of 519,520

State loans to 1411,1418

State compelled to pay interest on bonds of 1417

relative to Alabama and Chattanooga 971,972, 1057

Rapes, cases of 446,547-549,553,930,1753

Ray, Ruff, identified by Blair 676

REAVIS, TURNER, testimony of .331-355

resident of Sumter County since July, 1838 ; State senator for four years dur-

ing the war ; resigned office of circuit judge before the war 331

democrat in politics — 355

execution of the laws 331 , 344

disguised men, operations of bands of 332, 333, 334, 339, 340, 346, 349, :^0, 352, 353

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 333, 340, 345, 347

disguised raen, persons rescued from jail by 345

riotatEutaw 338,340,348,349,354

feeling between whites and blacks 335, 353

freedom of political opinions 338

feeling of people toward Government 339, 353

opposition to reconstruction 342

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 339, 347, 349, 354, 355

conceiuiug Judge Luther R. Smith 331,332
killing of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 333, 345, 351
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REAVIS, TURNER, testimony of—Continued.

killing of Coblentz 344
killing of Richard Burke, (colored) 334, 335, 346, 349, 35]

Reconstruction policy, opposition to 34,95,101,202,215,241,293,377,528,561
republicans in favor of 106
E. W. Pettus's views as to .382, 383, 391, 400
P. M.Dox's 435,436
Judge Peck's 1860-1862
the cause of much turbulence 822
distasteful and oppressive 1409

REESE, TILLER, (colored, ) testimony of 1248-1251
works at the steam-mill ; son of Betsey Westbrook 1248
killing of his step-father Robin ; outrage upon witness ; recognized Wash El-

kins, Georgey Crudip, and Sid Lipscomb 1248
Sid Lipscomb struck by his step-father 1248, 1251
was examined before the coroner; left Jefferson July 19, for Demopolis, from

fear ; had a fight with Watt Bradley 1249
two colored men, charged with stealing, whipped at a store in Jefferson, by Dr.
Smith and J. Oakley 1249,1250

Rcgney, Thomas, whipping of 928
Republicans not permitted to speak

—

Miller, testimony of 1,2,8,9
Hays 16,20,23
Warner 28-30,42
Norris » 65, 66, 68
Parsons 87
Smith 109
Clark 263
Speed.: 421
Chapman 1952

Republicans not free to express their political opinions

—

Lindsay, testimony of - 220
Sayre 363,374
Pueh 409,410,413
Dox 430
Day 593,594,607

Republicans whipped for their politics 681,951, 1012, 1136, 1137, 1757, 1993, 1995, 1997,

2001,2006
shot or killed for their politics 774, 1033, 1034, 1047, 1244, 1247, 1750, 1767
business proscription of 1051 , 1052
persecution of 1081, 1084,1139,1175
only, visited by disguised men 1421, 1461 , 1726, 1772, 1867, 1991 , 2004

Republicanism the cause of whippings, &c 1430, 1431, 1462, 1724
Renshaw, Ben, shooting of 1011
Revnolds, Dean, beating of, with clubs and guns 127, 1158-1160, 1186
RICE, SAMUEL F., testimony of 492-525

resident of Montgomery ; resided for fourteen years in Talladega ; has been a
member of house and of senate of State legislature; also judge and chief

justice of State supreme court ; a lawyer by profession ; went to Alabama in

1838 492
counsel for Governor Smith in contest for office of governor 497
was brought up a democrat 507
is now a republican 506
execution of the laws 493, -520

disguised men, operations of bands of 493,518, 519
disguised men, counties responsible for damages by 493
disguised men, no punishment for acts of 493
election laws 503, 521 , 522, 523, 524
contest for office of governor 497-501,511-518
general amnesty 504, 505, 509
freedom of political opinion 494, 495, 496
colored voters intimidated 495, 496
negro suffrage 503
negroes voting democratic ticket 496
behavior of colored people 503
opposition to reconstruction 495
railroad legislation 519, 520
concerning Judge Luthur R. Smith 505,509,510
concerning Governor Parsons 506, 507
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RICHARDSON, WILLIAM, testimony of 815-856
native of the State ; thirty- three years old ; a lawyer ; was in the confederate

army; was a Union man and made a Union speech 815
subsequently followed the fortunes of his State ; member of the State legisla-

ture in 18(35 816
general disposition on the part of the people of Limestone, Colbert, Lawrence,
and Morgan Counties to obey the laws ; dissatisfaction with the State Ku-
Klux act of December 26, 1868 816

enumerates as causes of dissatisfaction, and the reason why the laws are not
promptly executed, the inefficiency, incompetency, and character of the men
holding office, and that they had been imposed by act of Congress 817

organization and object of the Loyal League ; thinks it the parent of the Ku-
Klux organization 818,839,840,855

theHuntsville riot of October, 1868 818-821,834,849,854
killing of Judge Silas Thurlow ; shooting of William W. Cox and— Roper. 820
no Ku-Klux organization in Madison County now ; no difficulty in executing

the law 821
much of the disorder in the State caused by the reconstruction act ; probable

eftect of general amnesty 822
witness's views as to President Lincoln's call for 75,000 troops 823
secession convention of 1861 and its action 824
opposition to secession, as shown in the vote for Douglas and Bell as against

Breckinridge 825
how the United States flag, as an emblem of the Union and of the sovereignty

of the United States, is regarded by those who sympathized with the rebel-

lion since and during the war 825, 826, 850
doctrine held by the democratic party of Alabama as to right of secession 826,827
witness's views as to right of secession and revolution, and as to what consti-

tutes treason 827-831
of State sovereignty and citizenship 831,832,850
was twice invited to join the Ku-Klux 833, 855
strength of the Ku-Klux in Madison County in 1868 834
the preamble to the State Ku-Klux law of December 26, 1868, untrue ; the law
was bitterly assailed by the democratic party 835, 836

reports of Ku-Klux outrages in democratic and republican newspapers 836, 837
knows of no convictions for Ku-Klux outrages 837
objects of the Ku-Klux organization 840
relative part}' vote of Madison County 840,841
general opiuign as to northern settlers, and how influenced by their political

opinions 841, 842
favors education of the colored children 843
views of the democratic party of Madison County as to the fifteenth amend-
ment and negro suffrage i. 843, 844

tone of the democratic press of the State relative thereto 844, 845

enumerates as sources of comj)laint the election law 845

the presence of United States troops 846

the inability of the leading men, the centralizing tendencies of the Govern-
ment, and the political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment-.. 847

his opinion as to whether the men subject to political disabilities are opposed to

making application for relief ; favors general amnesty 848

alleged outrages by General Turchin's troops in Athens, in 1862 850, 851

the people of the South have submitted in good faith, and are sincere in trying

to restore good feeling ; tlicy have now no hostility to the Government, or

intention to overthrow it; general amnesty the wisest policy 851

Ku-Klux introduced into the State in 1367; law of December 26, 1868 852

C. C. Sheets ordered by Ku-Klux to cease his speeches 852,854,856
testimony of William R. Chisholm relative thereto 853,854
the republican party of the State has urged the removal of all political disabil-

ities ;
general conduct and behavior of the negroes since the surrender 856

RIDDLE, A. A. J., testimony of 1504-1518

resident of McKinley ; a planter and physician 1504

interruption of political meeting, at Linden, where William B. Jones was
speaking, and his withdrawal from the canvass 1504-1509, 1514, 1515,1516

Jones shot at in Chickasabogue swamp 1507

feeling against Dr. Jones 1508
general leeling against republican office-holders 1510

laws generally enforced in Marengo County; killing of Robin Westbrook 1511

whipping of Mr. Neibling.. - J 511, 1512
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RIDDLE, A. A. J., tqg^imony of—Continued.
miscegenatiou '- 1512

Ku-Klux organization ; its extent, &c 1513, 1514

killing- of Abe Lyon 1514

character of Mr. Jones's speeches 1515

display of the United States flag at republican meetings, but not at democratic. 1516

whipping of Eichard Lewis to make him confess firing upon Dr. Smith; 1517

Eiddle, Mrs., whipping of 157, 158

Eiot in Eutaw, (see Eutaw.)
in Huntsville, (see Huntsville.)

in Meridian 1439

Eioters, trial of Eutaw, (see Eutaw.)
Elvers, Henry, shooting of 1165,1190,1200,1201

Eoper, George, shooting of 686-688, 694, 820, 874, 900

EOPEE, GEOEGE, (colored,) testimony of 686-694

lived in Huntsville in November, 1868 686

was in the Union Army 689

describes when and under what circumstances he was shot 686-688, 694
recognized Captain Cox as one of his assailants ; none of them were disguised. 688

many colored people Ku-Kluxed in the fall of 1868 ; a great many arms taken

from them ; witness's gun taken 689

colored man killed ; wounding of Captain Cox ; killing of Judge Thurlow. .. 690

the case investigated by the military and the grand jury 692, 693

Eoundtree, Eobert, struck with pistol 1160,1187-1190

Eussell, Mr., killing of Levi Murphy by 748, 765, 766, 773

Russell, Mrs., raid on house of 771

S.

Samuels, Mr., alleged Ku-Klux, killing of 1749,1854,1975

SAISDEES, EDWAED CLEMENT, testimony of 1797-1812

resident of Gainesville, Sumter County ; a carpenter; was a whig 1797

was in the confederate army 1800

killing of Eichard Burke 1798,1807,1808,1812

Jasper taken from jail and killed 1796,1799,1808,1809

Zeke High taken from jail and killed 1799,1808

Ku-Klux organization; extent, &c 1800,1801,1803-1807,1809,1810

a great many persons killed and whipped in different parts of the county ; as

many as twenty or thirty cases 1800

thinks it would be a good deal better for the negroes if they were back in

slavery; does not believe in negro suffrage 1801

believes in negro education 1801, 1802

witness's views as to the necessary qualifications for voters ; the last election

democratic ; the negroes, to all appearance, voting without any apprehen-

sion - - 1 8C2

the colored men afraid of the Ku-Klux 1807

palliation of Ku-Klux 1807,1810
shooting of Hayne Eichardson, (colored ;) negro whipped in Greene County.. 1808
promises of lands and mules to negroes 1810, 1811

Union League organization ; its extent, &c 1811

Sanford County, whipping in 1754
Sapp, Mr., killing of 942,1162,1196,1197
SAYEE, P. T., testimony of 355-374

resident of Montgomery ; a lawyer by profession 355
execution of the laws 3-56

election laws 358, 367, 368, 369

disguised men, operations of bands of. 356, 361 , 364, 365, 373

disguised men, prosecutions for acts of 367

railroad legislation, &c 359, 360-361 , 364, 373

feeling between whites and blacks - 356, 37

J

opposition to State constitution 358, 364

dem.ocratic negroes 356, 362
contest for office of governor 361 , 362
concerning Freedmen's Bureau 357, 371

taxes 360, 372
freedom of political opinions 363, 374
promise of lands and mules to negroes 363, 374
difficulty at Patona, or Cross Plains 3G5
concerning Union Leagues 357, 362, 371
killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 365
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Scalawags 233, 746, 9^, 1294, 1422, 1609, 1982
Scales, Sam, killing of 666,719
Scarborough, Mr., killing of 1677
School-houses burned 52, 140, 236, 754, 932, 1025, 1026, 1043, 1046, 1288, 1363, 1548,

1614,1655,1731,1739,1920
School systena and tax 970, 971

School fund, how administered 227,232,240,248,1055,1056
Schools broken up 754, 1087, 1088,1138, 1268, 1269, 1329, 1330, 1848
Schools, outrage upon teachers of 52, 54, 67, 140, 755, 1 047, 1 138- 1 140, 1853
Scruggs, , robbing of 857,859,860
Scruggs, raid on house of 857, 859
Secession, right of, &.c 824-832,850,904,905,1865
Selma and Meridian Railroad Company forbidden to employ negro firemen 1293
Shapard, William, character as to veracity of 782, 790, 791, 872, 885, 984, 988, 989
SHAPAED, WILLIAM, testimony of 744-769

sixty-seven years old ; lives in Blount County ; native of Virginia ; a farmer

;

a Union man 744
is persecuted on account of his political sentiments 744, 745
scalawags and carpet-baggers notified to leave the country 746
objects of the Ku-Klux organizi-.tion 747

killing of Levi Murphy, sheriff, by Russell, an alleged Ku-Klux 748,765,766
all the men killed were republicans ; cites cases of Levi Murphy, Russell Camp-

bell, Lemuel Falkner, Lewis Ketchum, and Higgins ; John F. Mc-
Dowell whipped for voting the republican ticket, and driven from home 749

Ku Klux an organized band ; their number and disguises 750,753
character of grand jurors 751

intimidation of voters 752, 768, 769
schools broken up and school-houses burned 754

churches burned ; threats against school-teachers; heard Lewis Copeland make
threats 755

existence of Ku-Klux denied 755, 756
woman whipped and driven off; Edward AUdredge and Joseph Dinmore shot at. 756
whipping of James Horton 756, 757, 767
character of Mr. Lakin 757,758
firing at camp-meeting the evening Mr. Lakin preached 758,759,760
exhibition on camp-ground of Mrs. Hortou's monstrous birth 759, 760

frequent indictment of witness in the last twenty years 760,761
obtained money from General Burke during his canvass for Congress 761-763

Lis testimony in the election case of Hines and Sherrod before Judge Busteed's

court 763

standing of Mr. Moore, alleged cyclops 767

witness acquitted on all indictments without summoning a witness; has many
enemies on account oi his political principles ; intense hatred in the commu-
nity against the Government ; views of the democrats of Blount County as

to the fifteenth amendment and negro suffrage 768

and as to the "new departure" 769

Sheeiy, Alex., whipping of 1011

Sheets, C. C, notified to quit making speeches 852, 854, 856

Shiloh, disturbance of meeting at 1431. 14.53, 1539, 1540, 1543, 1544

Shootings

:

Alston, James H., (colored,) Macon County, June, 1870 229, 1017, 1018, 102.3,

1029, 1U31, 1036, 1037, 1059-1061, 1068, 1069, 1091,

1092, 1094, 1096, 1097, 1104, 1105, 1108-1110, 1113

Charles, Orlando, wife of, (colored,) Hale County, 1870 1478, 1479, 1497

Cox, William W., Madi.son County, 1868 4.32,690,785,766,820,874,900

Dew, Henry, (colored, ) Greene County, spring of 1871 1789, 1790, 1796

Douglierty, William, Macon County, June, 1870 1023, 1024, 1032, 1062, 1064, 1065

Etheridge, J. S., Sumter County 1676

Fletcher. , (colored, ) Hale County, August, 1871 1284, 1482

Gardner, Judge, Butler County, 1868 527

Goshe. Adam, (colored, ) Macon County, October, 1870 1092-1094

Hartley, Monie, and son, (colored, ) Perr^' County, April, 1871 416, 422

Hill, Judge F. M., Choctaw County, February, 1871 .....50, 103, 1627, 1891, 1916-1918

Houston, George W., (colored,) Sumter County, August, 18ti9 999, 1000, 1.574.

1.575, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1673. 1674, 1737, 1949, 1954, 1964

Houston, George W., son of, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1869 999, 1000

Isham, (Ezeir/) (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 1334,1335

Ishani, Ezell, wife of, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 1335

Jolly, Alfred, (colored, ) Sumter County 1001
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Shootings—Continued.
Ketchum, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 742, 775, 791
Knight, Jesse, Morgan County, 1869 127

Larkin, Ned, son of, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870 932
Lawler, Sam, Jackson County, February, 1870 932, 1231, 1232
Lipscomb, Peyton, (colored, ) Madison County, August, 1871 669, 945, 950, 952
Mitchell, Columbus, (colored,) Macon County, October, 1870 1092-1094
Moore, Jacob, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1870 78,79
Powell, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1871 1614,1845-1849
Kandolph, Mr 1978,1979
Reid, Robert, (colored,) Si;mter County 1459
Renshaw, Beu, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 1011
Richardson, Hayne, Sumter County, August, 1870 1776,1781,1808
Rivers, Henry, (colored,) Marshall County, August, 1869 1165,1190,1200,1201
Roper, George, (colored,) Madison County, November, 1868 686-688,694,820,

874, 900
Sledge, Enoch, (colored, ) Sumter County, 1869 998, 99!)

Springfield, H. J., Saint Clair Count, July, 1870 1171,1217-1220,1222,1223
Stewart, Peter, (colored,) Sumter County, 1870 1847

Strong, Wiley, (colored,) Madison County, December, 1870 668,672,930
Tramblies, America, son of, (colored,) Chambers County, 1870 1047
Trawick, Mr , Fayette County 1986
Turner, Prior, (colored, ) Madison County, March, 1869 133, 150, 883, 897
Wright, Felix, (colored,) Macon County, October, 1870 J092-1094

SHORTER, C^SAR, (colored, ) testimony of 1072-1078
lives in Montgomery ; votes the democratic ticket 1072
was a servant of Governor Shorter ; was a republican; turned democrat, be-

cause he was disappointed in the operations of the Union League 1073, 1074
servant now of Governor Lindsay 1077
has been frequently threatened with violence because he was a democrat

;

thinks other democratic negroes have been intimidated 1072
disturbanjce at a democratic meeting, and witness struck 1072, 1073
none of the colored race fit for ofBce ] 074
is not in favor of the fifteenth amendment 1075
is afraid of his colored brethren 1076
has had no trouble in voting ; has seen in democratic papers where colored men
have been whipped by their own people 1078

Simmons, Mr., whipping of 717
Simpson, Mr., killing of 1971,1972,1984,1985,1991
Sisscomb, George, identified by Reynolds Ild6
Sledge, Dennis, killing of 1736
Sledge, Mack, shooting of 998,999,1736,1949
Sledge, Frank, killing of 998,999
Smith, , killing of 611,786,893
Smith, Arthur A. , received Ku-Klux letters 1295, 1328
SMITH, ARTHUR A., testimony of 44-64

resident ofChoctaw County, and engaged in planting; formerly resident ofGreene
County and clerk of county court 44

resigned ofBce of circuit clerk of Greene County 52, 53
lived in Alabama since May, 1869 53
appointed circuit clerk in October, 1869 53, 60
superintendent of education for Greene County 52, 60
disguised men, operations of bands of 48, 57
disguised men, trial of persons for acts of 56
disguised men, witnesses afraid to testify against 58, 61
disguised men, courts unable to punish acts of ,

.

58
riot at Eutaw, Greene County , 44, 45, 62
riot at Eutaw, trial of persons foi" 51 , 54
colored j urors 53
burnings in Choctaw County 51,58
anonymous threatening letters. — 50,52,63
school-houses burned 52
teachers of colored schools driven away ' 52, 54
negroes voting democratic ticket 59
negroes afraid to vote 59
whites thoroughly and negroes partially armed 64
concerning Judge Luther R. Smith 51, 53
difficulty between Boyd and Brown 49
firing at Judge F. M. Hill 50
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SMITH, ARTHUR A., testimony of—Continued.
killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 48,57,58,59,63
killing of Snoddy 49

attack on Mr. Burton 46, 55

Smith, Colomay, knocked down and shot at 1221

SMITH, EDWARD W. , testimonyof 1955-1969

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a lawyer; native of North Carolina;

was mayor of Livingston ; is' a member of the legislature 1955

a democrat ; was in the confederate army 1962

relations between the races immediately after the war ; these conditions changed
in about a year, owing to the evil influence of a few white men ; disorderly

conduct of the negroes 1955, 1960

armed bands of negroes and their behavior 1955, 1960, 1962, 1963

issued a proclamation forbidding armed organizations 1955, 1956

character and actions of Price, Rolfe, Hayes, and others 1956, 1957, 1958, 1963

copy of proclamation issued ; character of the election of 1868 1957

arrest of Mr. Barker, Mr. Ennis, and five or six others by the military under

Lieutenant Ryan 1958, 1 959

character of the canvass of 1870 in Sumter County 1959, I960

no attempts at intimidation of voters I960

Loyal League, its extent, &c 1960,1962,1963

whipping of Amanda Childers by Mr. Jones 1960, 1961

Ku-Klux Klan, its extent, &c 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969

riots at Eutaw and Meridian ; Zeke High and Jasper taken from jail and
killed ; Prater released from jail ; killing of Richard Burke, and shooting Of

George Houston 1 964

Choutteau's house shot into and Coblentz killed 1964, 1965

does not remember an instance of any of the men concerned in these outrages

being punished 1965

eiforts made to discover the perpetrators of the outrages on Jasper, Coblentz,

Zeke High, Burke, Chotitteau, and Houston 1965, 1966

Dr. Browning killed in the raid on Choutteau's house 1966

Smith, J. S., identified by Dougherty 1024,1032,1033

Smith, Judge J. Q. , warned not to hold court 1371, 1872, 1889

Smith, Judge J. Q., adjournment of court of 1918

Smith, Judge L. R. burning of mill, &c., of 1269,1293,1419,1611,1643,1872,1673

Smith, Judge L. R, character of 176, 177, 263, 1610-1612, 1644, 1645, 1878, 1879

Smith, Judge L. R., notified to resign 16, 295, 1644

SMITH, LUTHER R., testimony of 101-111

resident of Choctaw County ; went to Alabama in 1865 ; register of Choctaw
and Chickasaw Counties ; judge of seventh judicial circuit 101

mill and gin-house burned 105

called upon to resign oifice of circuit judge 103, 106, 108, 109

anonymous threatening letters 103, 104, 108

disguised men, operations of bauds of 101, 103, 105

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 1 07

disguised men, witnesses afraid to testify against 107

oflBcera requested to resign 103,106, 108, 109

witnesses killed or driven off 103

opposition to reconstruction - 106

freedom of political opinion 109

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 108

trial of Eutaw rioters - - lOo

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 101

killing of Nathanial Edwards, (colored) 102

shooting of Judge Hill 103

whipping of Mr. Latham 104

Smith, Mr., fray with Mr. Randolph 1778, 1779

SMITH, S. D., testimony of 1251-1262

resident of Jefferson ; a practicing physician 1251

native of North Carolina - 1262

netrroes charged with stealing from a store in Jefferson struck by witness and

J. W.Oakley ..: 1251,1252

Robin Westbrook killed ; coroner's inquest held : no one implicated ; knows

the parties identified by Betsey W^estbrook and Tiller Reese in their testi-

mony before the committee ; was not called in to see Lipscomb ; never

heard of his being injured 1252

character of Robin Westbrook 1253, 1259, 1260, 1262
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SMITH, S. D., testimony of—Continued.
shooting at witness by negroes calling themselves Ku-Klux 1253, -1154, 1256, 1258,

1259, 1260
much trouble in the community from thefts of stock ; crimes of the freedmen, 1255
character and standing of Elkins 1255, 1258
iiine arrested for the outrage upon witness ; two were released, one escaped,
and six are in jail awaiting trial; was not at the coroner's inquest over the

body of Westbrook ; thinks there would have been no danger in the mother
and son implicating the men who killed Westbrook 1256

there were two opinions as to the parties who committed the murder 1256,1258
character of Lipscomb 1257, 1258
and of Mr. Crudip 1258
general behavior of the negroes 1260, 1261
no intimidation of democratic voters in his precinct ; no feeling against West-
brook because he was a radical ] 261

Smith. S. D., shot at by negroes 1253, 1254, 1256, 1258-1260, 1398-1400, 1403, 1517
Smith. S.U., negroes whipped by 1249-1252
Snoddy, Samuel, killing of 2,3,6,49,258,265,277,313,318
Snodgrass, Ben, killing of 428
Somner, John, identified by Vix 1196
SPEED, JOSEPH H., testimony of 413-427

resident of Eutaw ; born and educated in Virginia 413
teacher before the war ; officer in confederate army ; whig up to the war

;

republican since the war 414
disguised men, operations of bands of 414, 415, 418, 419, 420, 421
disguised men, no punishment for acts of 419, 420
execution of the laws 414
anonymous threatening letters 418, 423
riot at Eutaw 423
concerning State University 418, 425, 427
education of negroes 426, 427
colored voters intimidated 419
freedom of political opinions 421
general amnesty 425
concerning Rev. A. S. Lakin 427
whipping, shooting, and hanging of George A. Clark 417
killiug of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 420
killing of Stillings 415
killing of Greathouse, (colored) 417
shooting of Monie Hartley and son, (colored) 416, 422
whipping of Isaac Hall, (colored) „ 415,416
whipping of Alfred Darling, (colored) 416
whipping of Katie La Grone, (colored) 417, 422

Springfield, H. J., wounding of 1171, 1217-1220, 1222, 1223
Stakes, sale of 11 34

I Starkey, William, hanging of 1222
I State administration, character of 244,965,1178,1180,1715,1717
• State debt, bonds, &c 977-979,1055-1057,1411,1417,1418, 1424
State government, reorganization of 906,907, 909, 910

, Saint Clair County, outrages, in : William Starkey ; killed in : Frank Harrison
;

I shot in: H. J. Springfield.

} STEELE, ANTHON Y, (colored,) testimony of 948-951
lives in Madison County. 948
was visited by disguised men ; character of the disguises worn 949
Wash Strong, Henry Johnson, and Peyton Lipscomb whipped ; the latter

shot 950
, STEELE, ARCHIBALD JACKSON, testimony of 944-948

a preacher ; lives in Madison county ; seventy-two years old ; manages a plant-
ation 944

was a Union man 947,948
is a democrat 948
was visited by bands of disguised men five or six times since the war ; on their

first visits they did not interfere with anything or anybody 944
object of the visit, on August 23, 1871, to abuse the colored people living with
him ; the negroes were taken to the woods and beaten unmercifully, shot at,

and one wounded ; their names were Henry Johnson, Peyton Lipscomb,
and Washington Strong 945

Peyton Lipscomb was the one shot 946
raid on Mrs. Lindsay's house 946,947
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STEELE, ARCHIBALD JACKSON, testimony of—Continued.
frequent raids on Rebecca Campbell's house; she is struck on the head with a

double-barreled shot-gun by Yarbrough ; no one arrested, except Yarbrough,
for any of these outrages 947

Steele, William, hanging of 930
STEWART, NATHAN L., testimony of 1405-1408

lives on the road to Jefferson, six miles from Demopolis, Marengo County 1405
was an overseer; a native of the State 1407
thinks Westbrook was killed in August ; knows Sib Lipscomb ; he was at home
when the murder was committed 1405

he was sick and witness waited on him ; he did not leave the house that night. . 1406

Stewart, Peter, shooting of 1847

STICKNEY, CHARLES L., testimony of 1518-1537
resident of Hale county ; aplanter; native of the State 1518

has an interest in the manufacture of shoes, harness, &c 1519
the laws executed ; good order prevails 1518
character, standing, &c., of Dr. Blackford 1518,1519,1520,1523,1524
Mr. Chapman visited and insulted 1519, 1530, 1531

good effect of Ku-Klux operations 1519,1520,1.530, 1531,1532
gin-house burned by a negro and he shot by disguised men 1519, 1520, 1533
burning of Green's house, of Andy Johnson's livery stable, and Robert John-

son's workshop 1520
Aleck Webb killed by John Orick ; the riot in consequence 1521 , 1522
arrest of Gewer 1522
micegenation 1524, 1522
Mrs. Nutting's house fired into ; her character and standing 1525, 1529
raid on Dr. Blackford 1525,1526,1529
the difficulty in following and ascertaining who were the perpetrators of these

offenses 1526,1527,1528
McGrary released from jail 1528, 1529
never heard of the Ku-Klux being guilty of any brutal outrage ; heard of a

negro being visited and moderately whipped ; that not an act of brutality.. 1530
Ku-Klux organization, extent, ifcc ....1530, 1531, 1532
palliation of Ku-Kiux outrages 1531, 1532
editorials from the Alabama Beacon read, and comments of witness 1534-1536

Stilliugs, , killing of '. 415
Stock, stealing of 1 31.3, 1686, 1717, 1767, 1839, 1842, 1844, 1941

Stocksville, Bob, whipping of 1995,1998,2001,2006
Strange, Mr., killing by Mr. Burrus of 658
Stratton, Mr., killing of 1677

Strong, Marshall, taking of gun of. 927

STRONG, W^ASHING ION, (colored,) testimony of 956-957
works on Mr. Steele's place 956
whipped by disguised men; character of the disguises worn 956,957
negroes afraid to vote : 957

Strong. Washington, whipping of 669, 946, 950, 952, 956, 957
STRONG, WILEY, (colored,) testimony of 668-674

lives a mile above New Market, on Joseph H. Miller's quarter 668
his house attacked by disguised men and witness shot, in December, 1870 668, 672
character of the disguises ; his wife beaten 668, 669
Peyton (colored) shot ; whipping of Hal Johnson and Washington Strong.. .. 669
killing of Henry Clunn 669,671
witness's fight with Mr. Caldwell 670,671

Strong, Wiley, wife of, struck on head with pistol 668, 669
Sturdeway, Green, whipping of 1012
Suffrage, negro, opposition to 31,34,191,226,255,256,554

L. E. Parsons's opinion of 87, 88, 92, 94
Mr. Day's opinion of 605
acquiescence in 202, 395, 396

» division of sentiment as to 383
mistake not to accept 405, 406

Sullivan, Moses B., whipping of 123, 127, 146, 1165

Sullivan, Moses B., affidavit of 146-148

Sumter County, number of homicides in 1001,1703, 1800

election statistics of 1461, 1566. 1587, 1591-1593, 1619, 1678, 1679, 1828

population of 1001
killed in : Jasper Alexander, Enoch Boyd, Dr. Browning, Mr. Bryan, Richard

Burke, Amanda Childers, Jerry Clark, Coblentz, Collius, Flem Cross's wife,

Grattan, Dudley Hart, Hopper, mail-agent, Dennis Pearl, Anthony Rogers,
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Sumter County, number of homicides in— Continued.
^^°^'

Mr. Rogers Scaiborongh Dennis Sledge, Frank Sledge, Strattou, Silas,

„- .... „„..„ ^„_,.^,,,, ^^,,^^ ^.y^ini^, a^niiirfj uouirey, .>. A. Hale—4;wliipped ni: Charles Brown, Danger Brown, Amanda Childers, G A Clark
Prince Lvans, Mr. Lovet, Charles T. Powell—7.

-
•

,

Tallapoosa County, disturbances in
whipped in : Alexander Shelly.

Taylor, Daniel, burning of house of...
TAYLOE, DANIEL, testimony of.

.'..'...; '

Il2'-in^
residence has been in Tallapoosa County ; now in Opelika, Lee County ;'

native
"" ^^"^^

.

of Georgia ; a planter ; a democrat all his life

1121

1137

1125

112(5

there was a Ku-KIu.x organization about a year aso:" John t' Wright 'leader of
i, \r ,

Cavalry," and afterward drummed for recruits to the Ku-Klux •

Mr. Meadows threatened '

colored girl whipped and driven away
j lOfi 1 107

Squire Brewer threatened
; Simeon Orr confessed' being captai'n 'o'f'a Ku-Kiuxbaud

; a number of negroes driven to the woods iiop
heard of other Ku-Klux operations in Coosa County from "r." 'D."HarroVr" "fl26 inocharacter &c., ot the membership, and purpose of the Ku-Klux.. 112G, 1127, 'l228 'll29

effect of Ku-Klux outrages upon the labor of the country ^''^^Mi9^ 1
general conduct of the colored- people Wj i-^"- '

general complaint in other sections about negroes stealing stock ino 1 lt>what the negroes have been taught by Mr. Norris and others.... !.'."
"iisii'll^i' \\^t

effect upon the planters of stock-stealing ; Freedmen's Bureau..
'

' \]to
universal behei among the negroes that forty acres of land and a mule vvereto

be gu-en to each of them ,,,,„
selling of sticks -.

*_"'
|j;^^

rr. . J^^^^^J^^^^'^
"^'^'^

^<^^ ^°^ ^'"^ting for the const'itu ti'on o'f' 1868
'.'.

i n4 iv>tTAYLOR, OfcORGE, (colored,) testimony of
'.

i-hll-r
lives about three miles from Huntsville ; is married ; 28 years old ; was'a 'slave"

lived in Cherokee County '

|-^->

voted the democratic ticket to save his life
".

."

ci-.^

is a Methodist preacher '-q r~f
whipping of witness in Cherokee, Colbert 'County ^ 'c-o
manner and severity of whipping "^TO ^74
is compelled to leave home ry^ ^'rt'vyi
character of disguises worn

.'/^,o/^,o/4

affidavit of witness ^i^
Taylor, George, whipping of i^i 1.0 -i^
Taxation, not heavily felt

i^a,14b,o/2

comparison with previous .•....'.
. - .'..".".".:.":.".360,'372,"4'6i,'963"974 1056

TaxS^ 969, 970, 976-979, 1304, 1307-1311;S
Teny, David, id^n'tified by Eeynolds :::.'::." .;::: ^'^^^'

^^^^-}VJ
Testimony, difficulty in procuring, in Ku-Klux cases iVIfi'T? 91 9-^
lestiraony of:

J'->, Jo, i/,<JJ, ^^

Abercrombie, Eobert H li^r. ,,,,
Abrahams, William Thomas i-wa iqq^
Adler, Emanuel i??!
Alston, James H J^,^ \f^l
Alldredge, Enoch o&\?n.f
Battle, Cullen A .'.".V.".'. lO^oVn-?
Beggs, William i2-MS-?
Bennett, Granville f-^V" -^^
Berry, Isaac Marion iV^aA
Blackford, William T ;o7i T-jn,
Blair, Augustus l-'JfB
Brown, Jesse ;"'.";.";.:"";

J±Sr?
Brunson, Simeon ioS oSnr
Busteed, Richard It .o^
Butler, John M .:::.".;"'.:: um u£
Chapman, Reuben, Jr Sn

"
n-^

Cherry, C. S I940-I9o3

Childers, John ".[[[[].[ i7.Q'i~'i
Christian, Robert I-o"^-^?looo-1504V—

A



LXVI INDEX.

Page.

Testimony of

—

Clariton, James H 226-257
Clark, James B 257-2C4
Cobbs, Thomas 1620-1(348

Cockrell, William E 42-44
Coleman, Daniel 646-668
Coleman, John Tayloe 1048-1054
Crawford, General Samuel W 1 156-1 1 83
Daniel, Sir 993-997
Davis, Hugh N 1897-1899
Davis, Nicholas 780-791
Davis, Stephen B 1428-1433
Day, Lionel W 590-635
Dougherty, William 1022-1042

Dox, Hon. Peter M 428-462
Drake, Charles L 1545-1550

Echolls, Howell 957-960
Edwards, Drury Eeuben 1923-1933
English, William H 1433-1441
Falkner, Jefferson 1114-1125
Fenderson, Shepherd 1395-1405

Few, Ignatius A 1080-1085
Ford, William 679-686
Forney, William H 462-492
Fullerlove, Robert 1649-1660

Gardiner, Major 862-864

Garrett, James J 1475-1491

Giles, Henry 1009-1016

Gill, Joseph 812-815

Gillespie, John C 1602-1620

Glover, Benjamin M 1868-1897

Glover, Pearson J 1338-1351

Goodloe, JohH Calvin m... 636-641

Gould, J. McKee 1837-1845

Green, Thomas U 870-871

Hale, Samuel A ....1812-1835

Hamlin, Henry 857-859
Hargrove, Wiley 1993-1996

Harris, John G 1587-1602

Hatter, James D 1933-1940

Hawkins, Thompson C 1324-1333

Hay, Hon. Charles 12-25,183.0-1837

Healy, Robert W 1155-1156
Henderson, William -- 576-590
Herr, Benjamin F -' 1661-1719

Hill, Francis Marion 1916-1922

Holley,John J 1135-1144

Horton, Benjamin 738-744

Horton, Samuel 728-738
Houston, George W 997-1004

Jackson, Lewis 982-983
Jackson, Sam B 1441-1447

Jeffries, Algernon Sidney 1491-1504

Jolly, J. J 264-297

Johnson, Henry 953-956

Johnson, Henry T 1351.1354
Jones, George 1388-1395

Jones, William B 14.50-1475

Judkins, Oscar 1042-1048

Kelly, William L 1551-1557

Kidd, Henry 867-869
Killens,Jane 1733-1734

Kinnard, Michael C 1730-1733

Lakin, Rev. A. S 111-159

Lindsay, Governor Robert B 159-225

Lee. William 133:3-1337

Leonard, Benjamin 1785-1797

Lentz, William H 722-728
Lile,John A 939-944



INDEX. LXVII

Page.

Testimony of

—

Lipscomb, Peyton 951-953

Lon^, Burton 1149-1154

Loper, Charles 1113-1114

Low, Henry 1996-1999

Low, Samuel 2005-2007

Lowe, William M 871-912

Lyon, Eliza 12C2-127I

Lyon, Francis S 1408-1428

Maj^uire, William H 1661

Mabone, Charles - w 1078-1080

Mai'cbbanks, Alexander 865-867

Martin, Lyman W 1144-1149

Matthews, William 641-646
McCall, Daniel 1899-1916

McNeill, Malcolm Hector - 1537-1545

Meredith, Reuben A 1771-1785

Michael, Jacob, jr 1366-1378

Miller, William 1-12
Minnis, John A 527-571

Moore, Allen E 1565-1587

Moss, James M 915-926
Mudd, Williams 1745-1771

Noble, William R 1055-1059

Norris, Hon. B. W 64-69
Parsons, Lewis E 77-101,111

Peck, E. Woolsey 1850-1868

Pettus, Edmund W 374-403

Pierce, John G - 297-319
Powell, Charles • 1845-1850

Pugh, Hon. James L 403-413
Quinney, James A. R 1354-1355

Reavis, Turner 331-355

Reese, Tiller 1248-1251

Rice, Samuel F 492-525
Richardson, William 815-856
Riddle, A. A. J 1504-1518

Roper, George 686-694

Sanders, Edward Clement 1797-1812

Sayre, P. T 355-374

Shapard, William 744-769

Shorter, Ciesar - 1072-1078

Smith, Arthur A 44-64
Smith, Edward W 1955-1969

Smith, Luther R 101-111

Smith, S. D 1251-1262

Speed, Joseph H 413-427

Steele, Anthony 948-951

Steele, Archibald Jackson 944-948

Stewart, Nathan L 1405-1408

Stickney, Charles L 1518-1537

Strong, Washington 9.'i6-957

Strong, Wiley 668-674

Taylor, Daniel 1125-1135

Taylor, George 572-576

Tinker, Mack 1360-1366

Turner, Henry Peters 912-915

Van Valkenburg, John 791-809

Wager, John H 926-939

Walker, Richard W 960-982

Ward, John M 1085-1091

Warner, Hon. Willard 25-42
Watley, Smith 1004-1009

Webb, Robert D 1728-1730

Weir, Leonard L 694-722

Westbrook, Betsey 1242-1247

Whitfield, Newton L 1969-1993

Williams, Mary Eliza 1356-1360

Williams, Wilson 1099-1103
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—

Woolf, Henry Ashby 1447-1450
Young, James A 1303-1324

Thomas, N. S., killing of ]671, 1672, 1701, 1702, 1883-1885, 1895, 1896
Thomas, W. E, whipping and cutting off of ears of Danger Brown by 1595, 1596
Thompson, Bob, killing of 428, 967
Thurlow, Judge Silas, killing of.. 115, 432, 442, 452, 599, 602, 614, 618, 690, 786, 820, 874, 900
Tidweil. Mr., whipping of 549
TINKER, MACK, (colored,) testimony of 1360-1366

lives in Choctaw County 1360
Abe Lyon killed 1360
Mike Dunn killed, 1871 1360,1361,1365
Isham Ezell killed 1361,1364
Lem Campbell killed : no one punished for these killings 1361,1362,1363
a great many colored people have left through fear 1362
intimidation of voters 1362, 1363
two school-houses burned ; has been lying in the woods for fear of the Ku-
Klux ; the riding in disguise in the county is just ruining the country 1363

Sam Cook's wife whipped 1364
general feeling of insecurity among colored people 1365, 136G

Tramblies, America, killing of 1042,1043,1047,1087,1114,1115,1117,1118
Tramblies, America, shooting of son of 1047
Travis, Mr., killing of 999
Travis, Tom, identified by Reynolds 1186
Trawick, Mr., shooting of 1986
Treadway, Sheriff, compelled to leave home 545-547

Troop.s, applications for 1102,1163,1167,1169,1172,1173
Tulley, John W., compelled to leave 127

Tuscaloosa, raid on 1 852
Tuscaloosa County, number of murders in 1852, 1970, 1971

election statistics of 1987, 1988

killing of Mr. Crossland, Mr. Finley, Mr. Frankenham, Mr. Miller, Mr. Sam-
uel, Mr. Simpson, Bill Washington, Mr. Wilson—8.

TURNER, HENRY PETERS, testimony of 912-915

lives in Meridianville ; a farmer 912
a democrat 915
contradicts the testimony of Aleck Marcbbauks and Henry Kidd as to out-

rages committed upon them 912
saw the Ku-Klux in disguise in the fall of 1869 913,914
knows nothing about the Ku-Klux organization 914

disarming of the negroes in 1868 914, 91.'>

Turner, Prior, shooting of 133, 150,883,897

U.

Union Leagues, (see Leagues, Loyal.)

Van Valkenberg, John, cause of dismissal from Army of 626, 627, 799-801

VAN VALKENBERG, JOHN, testimony of 791-809
came to Alabama in 1866 from Indiana ; was colonel of the Twentieth Indiana

Volunteers 791

was dismissed the service, charged with "disloyalty to the Government, and
conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman " 799

was raised a democrat, and expects to die one 801

charges alleged against Mr. Lakiu 791,703,796,797,798
his character and actions 791-795,797-800
circumstances connected with witness's dismissal from the Army 799-801

asks that testimonials from General Hooker and others be appended to his tes-

timony 800

Vaughan, Prof. , fray with Mr. Randolph 1978, 1979

Vienna, disturbance at 1161, 1190,1191

Vincent, Wesley, whipping of 682
Vincent, William, whipping of 928

Vix, Daniel, raid on house of 1162, 119G
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Waddell, Nash, identified by Few 1083,1084
WAGER, JOHN H., testimony of 926-939

lives in Huntsville ; agent and disbursing officer of the Freedmen's Bureau ;

came to Alabama in September, 1865; stationed at Montgomery, then at

Athens 92G
his horse's ears slit, mane and tail cut off, and throat gashed, in 1 868 926, 927
threatened by the Ku-Klux ; numerous complaints of whippings made to him
by negroes; women whipped in Lauderdale County; guns taken from Mar-
shall Strong and Timone Bell 927

Caleb Beasley and wife whipped ; names given of thirteen persons com-
pelled to give up their guns in 1868; William Ford, William Peyton,
William Vincent, and Thomas Regney whipped Madison County, 1868 ... 923

names given of nine persons who, in 1869, and eleven in 1870, were com-
pelled to give up their guns; killing of Dougherty; Johu Leslie (col-

ored) shot at and driven from home ; Joe Locket and Anthony Bone
whipped ; Peter Acklyn, hung 929

Corey Luney (colored) and Joseph Manning shot at aud driven away ; col-

ored boy hung; democratic papers rarely refer to these outrages; Wiley
Strong shot ; two women ravished ; Henry Clung killed ; John Clark
whipped; William Steele hung by the neck but not killed 930

names of parties compelled to give up their guns
^ 930, 931

John Kemp, John Jones, Calvin Walker, Ruth Chapman, Simon Bush, and
Keziah Bush, whipped in 1870, and three colored men, in August, 1871 ; one
shot ; Williams (colored) killed 931

George Washington Holliday (colored) driven off 931, 932
HoUiday's sister whipped ; school-house burned ; Samuel Lawler shot ; hun-

dreds driven from home in March, l-j70 ; Ned Larkin killed ; his son shot but
not killed, Jackson County, December, 1870; Elliott Fearon killed, Marshall
County, October, 1869 932

no one punished for any of these outrages ; no earnest effort on the part of the
community to bring the offenders to justice 934

views as to the disbanding and operations of the Kir-Klux Klan 935
intimidation of voters ; negroes generally republican; but few vote the demo-

cratic ticket willingly ; state of feeling toward northern settlers 936
feeling toward native white republicans ; the sentiment on universal suffrage
and negro education ; tone of democratic newspapers relative to Ku-Klux
outrages 937

Walker, Calvin, whipping of 931
Walker County, wWpping in, Mr. Bryant 1754
WALKER, RICHARD W., testimony of 960-982

lives in Huntsville ; was solicitor ; twice a member of the legislature; speaker
of the house one session ; judge of the supreme court ; member of the provis-
ional congress, aud of the confederate senate ; now practicing law 960

in the fourth and fifth cnxuit, comprising ten or twelve counties 961
laws obeyed and peace and good order prevail in the counties named ; charac-

ter of the disturbances in Limestone County, and how they originated 961
purpose, objects, organization, &c., of the Ku-Klux order 961,968,967,968,970
condition of the country which seemed to give a pretext for such an organiza-

tion 961,962
organization, extent, &c. , of the Union Leagues 962, 975
enumerates as causes of popular dissatisfaction the manner in which the

present constitution was foisted upon the people, the manner in which the
present officers were installed into office, the character of the constitution
itself, and the character of the officials 962, 968

character of the administration ofjustice 962, 963, 973, 974
and of the finances of the State and counties under these officials 962, 963
taxation of 1859 and 1860 compared with that of 1869 and 1870. ..963, 964, 969, 974,

976, 977
the burden of taxation has given rise to very great discontent 964, 965
charges have been made that the officials have made away with the State rev-

enues to their own benefit, aud laws passed by corrupt appliances for indi-

vidual gain; -cites the railroad legislation 965,981
character and operation of the election laws 965, 966, 972, 973
a steady improvement in public order for the last three years 966
killing of Thompson by disguised men ; nothing political in the affair

; general
behavior of the colored people since the war 967

causes of the increased taxation in the State 969, 970, 974, 975, 977, 978
school system and school-tax before aud since the war 970, 971
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WALKER, RICHARD W., testimony of—Continued.
loan by the State of its bonds to the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, to

the amount of $16,000 a mile, the State retaining a lien on the road 971

difiScnlty encountered by the State in obtaining undisputed control of the road. 971, 972

specifies the objectionable features of the State constitution ; the voter's oath,

the provision for an unnecessary multiplication of oifices, the board of edu-

cation, and the legislative powers conferred upon that board 972

section of the election law which bears on challenging, and its interpretation

and effect 972,973

many violations of law by colored people immediately after the war, and the

character of these violations 962, 9G7, 975

inflammatory appeals addressed to negroes 975, 976

the State debt prior to the war ; bonded debt of the county ; items of county

expenditure 977,978,979

provision is made for annual publication of the amount of State and county

taxes and their disbursement 979

number of men in Madison County disqualified under the fourteenth amend-
ment .- 979,980

cannot recall any convictions of disguised men for outrages committed in Madi-

son County 980

knows of no effort upon the part of the press or of the leading citizens to hush up
or conceal these offenses ; tone of the democratic press 981

antagonism of races 976,981,982

Ward, John, raid on house of - 1045, 1046

WARD, JOHN M., testimony of - 1085-1091

resident of West Point ; postmaster ; lived in Chambers County till Christmas,

1870 1085

was insulted on account of his politics 1085, 1086

was visited by a democratic torch-light procession and insulted 1086

means employed by the democrats to prevent colored men from voting the

republican ticket; the democrats opposed to negro suffrage ; they were for-

merly opposed to negro education,but have moderated very much in the last six

months ; Mr. Hymau's house attacked ; America Tramblies killed ; outrage

upon Mrs. Randall's daughter 1087

Mrs. Randall's school broken up - - - 1087, 1088

the parties never arrested ; republicans not safe in advocating their principles

with freedom 1088

republican meeting at La Fayette broken up, and a negro shot by the marshal. 1088-1090

Warner, Willard, character of 627

WARNER, Hon. WILLARD, testimony of > 25-42

resident of Montgomery • 25

went to Alabama in J865, from Ohio; State senator in Ohio ; elected in 1868

United States Senator from Alabama ^
33

disguised men, operations of bauds of - — 35, 39

disguised men, coutederate soldiers in bands of 35

witnesses afraid to testify 32, 38, 40

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 28,29,41

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 37

general amnesty 34

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 32

freedom of political opinions 28,29,30,31,42

negro suffrage 31, 34

concerning Union Leagues 35

negroes voting democrat-ic ticket - 35

opposition to reconstruction 34

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 39

attack on Mr. Cockrell 40

Washington, Bill, killing of 1854,1975

WATLEY, SMITH, (colored,) testimony of 1004-1009

staying in Montgomery ; lived formerly in Coosa County ; a farmer 1004

a blacksmith 1005

details of visit by Ku-Klux, and his whipping 1004,1005

outrage upon Jesse Watson, (colored;) kind of disguises worn; nijmes of par-

ties recognized 1005

reason of his whipping 1005,1006

burning of a church ; witness and family sworn to secrecy ; was forced to leave

his home 1006

Dan Sushner, or Dan Hurgin, Zack Goldthwaite, and Dick Martin whipped ;

no one punished for these whippings 1007

had several parties arrested; they are discharged on proving alibis 1008, 1009
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Watley, Smith, whipping of 537,538, 1004, 1005, 1015, 1016
Watson, Jesse, whipping of 1005
Webb, Aleck, killing by John C. Orick, of 1479, 1492, 1521 , 1522
Webb, Jerry, whipping of 533,1012
WEBB, ROBERT D., testimony of 1728-1730

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a physician 1728
examined Robert Fullerlove, yesterday, at the request of Mr. Blair ; found no

indication of any blow on the head or of bruises on his hands ; stripped him
and examined him from his head to his heels, and found no indication of a
bruise ; should say that he had not been whipped 1728

WEIR, LEONARD L., testimony of 694-722
lives in Limestone County ; is justice of the peace 694
a native of Tennessee 695
a carpenter 697
a republican and Union man 699
an old man and a cripple 715
whipping of witness by Samuel Moore, Frank L. Gibson, William S. Blair,

James Bradford, Pink Johnson, and Budd Harlan, (white,) and James Kel-
ley and Lewis Bradford, (colored, ) 695, 696, 699

manner of his whipping 695
is threatened, and leaves home 696, 700
cause of his whipping 697-699, 720
his assailants democrats ; the negroes acted under compulsion 699
social standing of Gibson, Blair, and Moore 700
raid upon his house, and his wife and daughter threatened 701
returns home after two months' absence, and lies out till September 701, 702
attempts to haug and drown him 702-707
recognized George Peace and Samuel Boyce 705, 707
chained, and compelled to write to his family to enforce their absence from

court 707,708
details of further outrage, and his return home 709-711
recognized Hiram Higgins 710,712
arrest of Moore ; recognition of Moore, Gibson, Johnson, Boyce, and Peace
engaged in second raid 711

Moore acted as commander; was a candidate for the nomination of sheriff;

United States mail tampered with 713,714
organization and disbanding of the Ku-Klux ; mutilation of Blair 715
whipping of Barbee and another man 715,716
two men named Wisdom driven away from home ; whipping of a boy 716, 717
whipping of Simmons, and his exile 717

Gordon forced to leave home 717, 118
whipping of a colored woman 718
killing of Scales, (colored,) 1870 ; all parties now endeavoring to restore quiet

and put down disguised bands 7f9
State law of December, 1868, bitterly assailed by the democratic press and
party 720,721,722

killing of son of Dr. Blair and of Barbee 72

1

Weir, Leonard L., whipping of and outrage upon; Minnis's account of 541-543
Coleman's account 646, 647, 650-655
his own account 695,696,699,702-708

WESTBROOK, BETSEY, (colored,) testimony of 1242-1247
lived in Jefferson before coming to Demopolis ; widow of Robin Westbrook. .. 1243
the house shot into; killing of her husband Robin, July 18, 1871 1243
her son shot at, but escapes ; recognized Wash Elkins, John Crudip, and Sid
Lipscomb ; her husband a strong radical ; coroner's inquest held ; no arrests

made; witness had to leave 1244
Lipscomb wounded by her husband 1243, 1247
the three men recognized were democrats ; Reub Hildreth whipped ; her hus-

band's difficulty with Dr. Smith 1245
outrage upon her husband by Wash Elkins 1244, 1245, 1246
testifies before the coroner ; was afraid to identify Elkins and Crudip 1246
witness threatened 1244,1246, 1247
her husband killed because he was a radical 1244, 1247
he was beaten, one Sunday, by Mr. Crudip 1247

Westbrook, Robin, killing of 1243, 1389, 1391-1395, 1429, 1430, 1441-1443, 1511
previous outrages upon 1244-1248

Whipping, manner of 572,574,695,858,1964,1997
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Austin, James, Blount County 722
Baker, John, (coloretl,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1016
Baker, Joseph, (colored,) (Joosa County, June, 1871 1016
Barbee, Mr., Limestone County, December, 1861) 715,716
Beasley, Caleb, and wife, Madison County, fall of 1868 928
Blair, Augfustus, wife and daughter of, (colored,) Limestone County, Decem-

ber, 1868 677
Blair, William, Limestone County, December, 1868 131,148,674-676
Blakely, Amos, (colored,) Greene County, August, 1871 1840,1841
Bone, Anthony, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 929
Brown, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, 1871 1597
Brown, Dano-er, (colored,) Sumter County, 1871 1595,1596
Bryant, William, Walker County 610,931
Bush, Hezekiah, (colored,) Morgan County, May, 1870 152,931
Bush, Martin, (colored,) Madison County 862
Bush, Simon, (colored,) Morgan County, May, 1870 133, 151, 152,862,931
Campbell, Kebecca, Madison County, August, 1871 947,956
Carter, Charles, Pickens County, 1870 2000
Carter, Frank, Pickens County, 1870 2000
Chapman, Kuth, Morgan County, spring of 1870 931
Childers, Amanda, (colored,) Sumter County, July, 1871 1722-1724,1733,1734,

1950,1960,1961
Choctaw Joe, Greene County 1328
Clark, George A., Sumter County, fall of 187J 417,1614,1845-1849
Clark, John, Madison County, spring of 1870 930
Cook, Sam. wife of, (colored) 1364
Daniel, Sir, brother of, ( colored, ) Jackson County, 1870 994
Darling, Alfred, (colored,) Perry County, February, 1871 416
Dorman, James, (Isaac,) Coosa County, 1870 128,155,162-164,181,211,230
Evans, IPrince, (colored.) Sumter County, July, 1870 1458
Ford, William, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 680,681,928
Fowler, Mr., Fayette County, 1871 549
Fullerlove, Robert, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871 1649-1651, 1658, 1659
Gardner, Judge, But ler County, 1868 527
Gardiner, Tom, (colored, ) Pickens County, October, 1870 1998
Gardiner, Amos, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 862
Gardiner, Amos, brother of, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 864
Gill, Joseph, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 812,814,918,922
Goldthwaite, Zack, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007
Griffin, Scott, Calhoun County, November, 1869 1194
Hall, Isaac, (colored,) Perry County, May, 1871 415,416
Hamlin, Hgnry, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 857-859

• Hardivvick, Handy, (colored,) Hale or Tuscaloosa County 1984,1991
Hargrove, Wiley, and wife, (colored,) Pickens County, November, 1870 1993, 1994,

1998,2001,2006
Harker, Mr., Jackson County 451
Harper, William, Jackson County, April, 1871 140, 167
Harrison, Mr., Limestone County 678
Hays, Dick, (colored,) Calhoun County, November, 1869 1194
Henry, Isham, (colored,) March, 1869 1164,1199,1200
Hildreth, Reuben, (colored, ) Marengo County 1245, 1458
Hill, Rev. Mr., Greene County, 1868 126,274
Hood, Littleton, (colored,) Greene County, fall of 1870 1789,1790,1796
Horton, Benjamin, Blount County, 1870 119,740,741,773,986,987
Hortou, James, Blount County, 1870 756,757,767,773
Hurgin, (Sushuer,) Dan, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007
Johnson, Henry, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1871 669,945,950,953,954
Kemp, John, Madison County, fall of 1870 931
Kennard, Adam, (colored, ) Meridian 1589, 1606, 1624
Ketchum, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 742, 775, 791
King, (McKiuney.) Lina, Blount County 733,773
La Groue, Katie, (colored,) Perry County, May, 1871 417, 422
Lassiter, Aaron, (colored,) Macon County, 1871 417,422
Latham, Rev. William, Pickens County 104,2000
Lawler, George, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 681
Leverett, Mr., Sumter County, 1871 1740
Lewis, Richard, (colored,) Marengo Countv, September, 1871 1389-1391, 1457,

1458, 1517, 1553-1556
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Lipscomb, Peyton, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1871 669,945,950,952
Locket, Joe, Madison County, March, 1869 929
Lovet, Mr., Sumter County, February, 1871 1677

Low, Henry, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870 1995,1997,2001
Low, Samuel, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870.... 1994, 1998,2001,2005-2007
Martin, Dick, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1007,1016
Maxwell, Big, (colored, ) Coosa County, January, 1871 1011
McDowell, JohnF., Blount County, 1871 749
McKinney, (King,) Lina, Blount County 733,773
Neibling, Mr., Marengo County, April, 1871 1338,1340-1342,1351,1352,1420,

1459,1511,1512,1548
Peyton or Patton, Madison County 928
Powell, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, .August, 1871 1614, 1845-1849
Eegney, Thomas, Madison County, fall of 1868 928
Eiddle, Mrs., Blount County, fall of 1868 157,158
Sheely, Alexander, (colored,) Tallapoosa County, January, 1871 iOll

Simmons, Mr., Limestone County, 1870 717
Stocksville, Bob, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870 1995,1998,2001,2006
Strong, Washington, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1871 669,946,950,952,

956, 957
Sturdeway, Green, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 1012
Sullivan, Moses B., Marshall County, May, 1869 123,127,146,1165
Sushner, (Hurgin,) Dan, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007
Taylor, George, Colbert County, January, 1869 128,148
Tidwell, Mr. , Fayette County, 1871 549
Vincent, Wesley, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 682
Vincent, William, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 928
Walker, Calvin, Madison County, spring of 1870 931
Watley, Smith, (colored, ) Coosa County, June, 1871 537, 538, 1004, 1005, 1015, 1016
Watson, Jesse, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1005
Webb, Jerry, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 .533,1012
Weir, Leonard L., Limestone County, March, 1871 541, 543, 609, 646, 647, 650-655,

695,696,699,702-711
White, Sam, (colored, ) Marengo County, 1871 1389
Whites, (names not given) 550,551,71.5-717,756,771,772,927, 1143, 1614, 1754
Williams, Diana, (colored,) Lauderdale County, June, 1869 1162, 1194, 1195
Williams, Wiley, (colored,) Coosa, January, 1871 533,1011
Wooley, Mr., Fayette County, 1871 549
Wright, Jordan, (colored, ) Cherokee County, 1870 638, 639
Yarljorough, Joe, (colored,) Limestone County, December, 1868 677

White, Jack, raid on house of 1166,1167,1202
White, Mr., killing of negro by 1949
White, Sam, whipping of 1389
Whices, (names not given,) killing of 1409, 1419, 1643, 1749, 1750, 1753, 1 986
Whites, whipping of 550, 551 , 715-717, 756, 77 J , 772, 927, 1143, 1614, 1754
WHITFIELD, NEWTON L., testimony of 1969-1993

resident of Tuscaloosa County ; a farmer ; has practiced law 1969
native of Georgia ; opposed secession ; was in the legislature ; identified with

the conservative party sicce the war 1980
killing of Mr. Crossland and wounding of his companion.. 1969, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981,

1982, 1991
number of killed in Tuscaloosa County overestimated 1970, 1971
killing of Wilson, five men, Frankenham, and Christian 1971
killing of Simpson 1971,1972,1984,1985,1991
raid in Tuscaloosa and the killing of Finley and two negroes 1971, 1972
killingof John Joy 1971,1975
killing of Miller 1971,1973,1984,1991,1992
negroes killed in Hale County 1972, 1985
raid on Sam Davies 1973
colored man whipped and afterward shot , 1973, 1974
killing of Bill Washington and of Mr. Samuel, one of his assailants 1975
riot at Patona, (Cross Plains) 1975, 1976
names of persons whose standing is not affected by their radical politics 1976, 1977
no attempt to influence the vote of negroes by violence 1977, 1978
character, standing, &c., of Judge Peck 1977, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1983
Ku-Klux Klan, its extent, &c 1978, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992
shooting of Mr. Eandolph in a fray with Mr. Smith and Mr. Vaughan 1978, 1979
general standing and treatment of northern men 1979, 1980, 1992, 1993

VI—

A
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WHITFIELD, NEWTON L., testimony of—Continued.

denunciation of carpet-baggers and scalawags - 1982
killing of a number of negroes 1983
a number of negro cabins burned and their occupants driven away 1983, 1984, 1985
whipping of Handy Hardwick, Hale County 1984, 1991

outrages upon Blackford 1985
man wounded in Bibb County ; shooting of Trawick ; man killed in Fayette
County ; one in Walker County 1986

negroes are generally republican ; some are democrats 1987
election statistics of Tuscaloosa County 198T, 1983
no intimidation of colorod voters _ 1988
the parties outraged presumed to be republicans.. .. 1 1991

Williams, , killing of 134,931, 1138, 114"2, 1143
Williams, Diana, whipping of 1162, 1194, 1195
Williams, (High,) EzeUiel, taken from jail and shot 1356, 1358, 1604, 1605, 1622, 163!,

1701, 1717, 1718, 1945, 1946, 1964
Moore's account of 1565-1568,1571-1573
body searched for by sheriff's posse 1 594

WILLIAMS, MARY ELIZA, testimony of 1356-1360
wife of Ezekiel Williams ; he lived at Mrs. Seibels, Sumter County 1356
her husband killed nearly two weeks now, (October, 1871 ;) he was in jail when

killed, charged with killing Mr. Collins ; he had Ijeen there over a year ; had
had no trial ; was taken from jail and carried to Sucarnochee, and shot

;

names of parties concerned in the killing 1356
Collins killed at her house a year ago, while Ku-Kluxing ; they sliot into the

house and she ran out with her children: it was supposed some of their own
number killed him ; her husband suspected 1357

colored man killed ; some whipped at Livingston and Belmont ; details of the

taking of her husband from the jail 1358
Williams, Wiley, whipping of 533, 1011

WILLIAMS, WILSON, testimony of 1099-1103
resident of Opelika, Lee County; a lawyer 1099
county free from disturbance ; no violence by bands of disguised men 1 100
outrage upon Mr. Few ; character of Mr. Few 1 100, 1 101 , 1 102
teaching of colored schools not odious to the citizens 1 103

Wilson, Mr., killing of ^ 1971

Wilson, Hon. H., letter of Samuel A. Hale to 1830-1834
reply of 1834,1835

Witnesses, list of, (see Testimony.)
Wooden, James, raid on house of 771
Woodward, Dud, killing of 1904.1905,1918
Wooley, Mr., whipping of 549
Wooley, Mr. , rape of wife of 549
WOOLF, HENRY ASHBY, testimony of 1447-1450

resident of Linden, Marengo County ; a lawyer 1447
details of disturbance at Linden, while W. B. Jones was speaking, and where
he agrees to retire from the canvass for the office of sheriff 1447-1450

character of Jones's speeches 1449, 1450
Wright, Felix, shooting of 1092-1096
Wright, James K. P., killing of 433,451
Wright, JohuT., leader of the Black Cavalry 1126
Wright, Jordan, whipping of 638, 639

Y.

Yarborough, Joe, whipping of 677
Yankee Ben. killing of 1670, 1671, 1738, 1949
Young, Anderson, (Henderson,) killing of son of 1735, 1743, 1749
YOUNG, James A., testimony of 1303-1324

resident of Linden, Marengo County ; a lawyer 1303
was appointed special commissioner to investigate the condition of the county

treasury from 1865 to May, 1871 ; amount of taxes assessed for 1868, 1869,

and 1870; real estate since the war has depreciated at least 60 per cent. ;

live stock is more valuable, but very much less in number; reduced at least

half or two thirds, owing to the depredations of the colored population 1303
taxation is about three times what it was for county purposes prior to the war,

and the subjects of taxation have diminished 1304
details of disturbance at a political meeting in Linden, where Mr. Jones, a

candidate for the office of slieritf, through fear signed an instrument in writ-

ing withdrawing from the canvass 1304, 1305, 1306, 1313, 1314, 1315, 1317
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YOUNG, JAMES A., testimony of—Continued.
''^^'

valuation of real estate in 1861, and of slave property; relative rate of taxa-
tion before and since the war ] 307

items of expenditures for which county taxes are levied 1307, 1308, 1309
reasons for the increased taxation ', 1310, 1311
amovuit of county debt 1311
thinks there is a well-founded complaint in one respect of the manner in which

the county taxes have been expended ; cause of the great depreciation in
real estate, the difficulty in procuring: labor and its inferior quality 1312

stealing of live stock ; destitution of the negroes 1313
election and census statistics of the county 1314, 1315, 1317
character, speeches, standing, &c., of Mr. Jones 1315, 1316, 1318, J319
rate of assessment on real estate 1316
the young men generally go armed, and many of the older ones, from a gen-

eral feeling that there is a disposition to hostility on the part of the colored
population toward the whites ; the colored people generally peaceable, quiet, *

and orderly ; colored labor generally preferred (1318^
the counsels given to the negroes by their white leaders 1318, 1319/7370
gathering of armed negroes in McKinley ; general sentiment of the people that

they would be better off without the negroes 1 320
petition of citizens to Judges Smith and Maupin asking that they take steps

to prevent a riot at McKinley, next Saturday 1320, ] 321 , 1323
character and standing of the signers 1321, 1323
no intimidation of voters ; colored men threatened with death if they voted the

democratic ticket 132]
pohtical views of the colored people, and how they are influenced 1322

Z.

Zion church fired into 1024,1025.1034,1035,1063,1065,1066,1071





TESTIMONY.

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEON STATES.

ALABAMA.

Washlxgtox, D. C, June 2, 1871.

WILLIAM MILLEE sworn aud examined.

By the CHAiR:\rAN

:

Question. In what part of the State of Alabama do you reside ?

Ansircr. At present I live in Mobile; but for many years I lived in Greene Connty.
I went to lyiobilc about the 1st of May, 1869, as collector of the port. 1 lived in Gi-eene
County from 18oG up to that time, with the exception of a few months in winter in

Mobile at my office there.

Question. Give us, from your own personal knowledge and observation, a statement
of the condition of affairs in that part of the State with which yon are acquainted, so
far as relates to the security of life, i)erson, aud jiroperty, up to aud since the passage
of the law for the enforcement of the fourteenth amendment, sometimes designated as
the Ku-KInx bill.

Answer. I presume I might begin back immediately after the war, or perhaps from
the passage of the reconstruction laws.

Question. It is uot the desire of the committee to goTery far back. You can give us
a statement of the condition of things existing now and for a year preceding the pas-
sage of that bill.

Answer. There was a great deal of excitement at the time of the election in February,
18(j8, and the republicans were generally deterred from voting at all at that election.

It was the first election after the constitution of Alabama was framed, the election for

the ratitication or rejection of that coustitution. I was at Eutaw then, and actively
engaged in distributing tickets. The tickets were several times jerked out of my hands,
autl at one time my hat was jerked off my head and dashed on the ground by a rowdy.
One man shook his fist in my face and cursed me, and he was told by several persons
to "shoot the damned rascal." I obtained my commission as judge of probate and
entered upon the office in 18G3. When I presented myself in Eutaw to enter on the
duties of my otBce, the old occupant of the office, who had obtained the advice of
counsel, informed me that I could not get in without military aid. I telegraphed to

Governor Smith, and on Thursday evening some soldiers came over there. They sent for

me to the place where I lived, some distance from Eutaw, and I went down. The
court-hoi:se was near about shut up ; there was one piece of a window open.

Question. Do you refer now to the time when you went to take your seat as judge of
probate ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was this resistance made to your taking your seat ?

Answer. As a matter of course it was.
Question. On what ground ?

Answer. That no radical should take it; that the reconstruction laws were uncon-
stitutional, null and void, and that the people were not going to submit to them.

Question. Who made that statement ?

Answer. The attorneys, Mr. Morgan and Mr. Jolly, tolS me I could not get it ; and
they sent up a loug protest to Governor Smith in which they stated that I was illegally

elected.

Qu<;stion. Was there a contest about your election?

Answer. There was no contest furthei' than I beat the man who ran against me, the
man then in possession of the office. Judge Oliver.

Question. Was there any proceeding to test the validity of your election ?

Answer. None whatever; none *at all.

Question. You did take your seat ?

Answer. Yes, sir; with the military there putting me into it. The military authori-
ties put me in it, and I held it seemingly with some quiet after a few days. About the
1st of September, 1868, or near that time, I went down to Eutaw, on a Monday, about
II o'clock. When I got there I found a large flag swung from a tree opposite the pro-
bate office to th(- tavern, with a ])icture on it something like the caricatures in Harpers',
aud the words " Miller, Yordey & Company." Mr. Yordey was there as the agent of the
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Frecdmeii's Bureau. It so happened that no tavern would hoard Yordcy, and he and I
and a man named Boyd (APho was acting as solictor of the county, and Who was killed
after a while) rented a honse and kept bachelors' hall. Yordey could not get board at
any ta^'ern there, but I conld. On this particular JMonday, about ;-i o'clock, there wa.s
a great deal of noise, of cursing and swearing, about there among the drinking class.
I could hear them cursing Judge Miller, and swearing that "Judge Miller should go
baelv." I proposed that we should shut up the office and go home. Mr. Boyd and
myself went out of different doors, each locking the door he went out of. We Walked
about one hundred and lifty yards from the" house, when a man by the name of
llaiulil.'tt came u^t on a horse. He had a stick and made a great deal of threatening
about killing Boyd, but none about killing me. He threw his stick ahead of us, but
some one came u]) and took him back. At the same time Boyd said " I tliink I had better
take out my i)ist()l and kill that fellow." I said " No ; we'will not do any such thing."
I had no pistol, but I had a doub]e-barrel(id gun at the house.

Question. For what reason was this assault made on you and Mr. Boyd ?

Jiim-er. No reason that could bo imagined, except that we were willing tb take the
offices to Avhicli we liad been elected.

(Jucsfio)). Did you institute proceedings against these men ?

Anfiwer. I went before the grand jury, when the court met. and made the statement
there that I make here. . If anything was ever done I do not know of it.

Qiicstio)}. Did you go to any committing magistrate and ask for a warrant ?

Ar)stca: There was no magistrate, or sheriff', or coroner, or any other civil officer
there at that time, except myself. When they found I was not to be driven off in any
v.-ay without killing me, they let things fjuiet'a little, until about the middle of Octo-
ber, perha]is, when Senator Warner and M.ijor Hays came to make speeches there, and
they assaulted them and would not let them speak. They did not strike them, but
went up to them and shouted and made noises and Avonld not let them speak. Some
of the conservative democrats and myself conferred with them, and the result of the
conference was that we concluded somebody would be killed if the speaking went on

;

and the Senator did not go back and speak at all. I took him down to luy house to
dinner, and he left.

(JucMion. Was that because of any objection to the persons wlio were to speak, or
was the determination expressed that no one should speak ?

Answer. I was really not nmcli in the crowd ; I conversed mostly with those who
were sent to confer with me. So far as I could make out, the expression was that no
damned carpet-bagger should be allowed to speak there ; that was about the sub-
stance of it. Mr. Cockrell, who has l)een l)eaten since, made a knid of conciliatory
speech to them, trying to reconcde them, but they would not hear of it. In 18G9 no
violence was offered to me, so far as I know. But I heard a rnnior, I conld not say
how tru(5 it was, that a negro was killed, i)erhaps in Feliruary. No one was arrested
for it. On the night of the last of February, perhaps, a negro man of the name of
Nelson Harris was ordered to jail, under a bond of a thousand dollars. I was asked to
go his security, and would luive done so, but for the fact that I thought I Avould not
be safe if I did so. The d(>i)ufy sherilf left him in charge of a constable. My house
v,as about two hundred or three hundred yards from where he was. About 1) o'clock
that night some man came to my house and told me that Nelson Harris was taken off.
I went down to ascertain the particulars about it, but no one could tell me anything.
'J'hat. same night a man by the name of Palmer was killed in Eutaw. On tlie Monday
following they had an investigation of the killing of Nelson Harris. He was carried
about three miles from I'nion and castrated, as was shown by the parts found, and he
Avas then shot and thrown into the creek. Palmer was a democrat, and was killed
There l>y some of them in a kind of lawless melee. The morning aiter Harris was
killed Sam. Colvin, a negro man, informed me that he saw a nnm jtut Nelson Harris
on a horse ; but when he went before the grand jury he did not know anything
about it.

(JucfiiioH. What was tin; i^iason assigned for killing Hai-risf
Aiisirer. They said he had been too intimate with some white woman.
Qucslion. Were there any legal proceedings consequent upon it if

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was any person brought to justice for the offense ?

Answer. For killing Harris ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer, No, sir; no one was arrested.
Question. What were the legal proceedings?
Answer. A coroner's jury sat, under the immediate supervision of the sheriff hims(^lf.

A day or two after that, perhaps on the same day, I issued a warrant for the arrest of
the i)arty who it was supjiosed killed Palmer. 1 think they knew who that was. lie
was a democrat, by the by ;. I snppo.se that had something to do wi(h the affidavit.
On the tilth of December, a year ago, a man by the name of Sam. Snoddy Avas at
Union. He lelt there, betwet^n 8 and i) o'clock, to go home on fool. TJie next morn-
ing h. was found, about a mile ami a half from there, Avith his throat cut and hi.i head
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cut nearly off. That is one of the occurrences I know of myself. On that day and the
next day a great deal of investigation was made, in a private way. I staited for Mo-
Inle on Tuesday ; the investigations were being made on Sunday and Monday. I do
not know ihat any result had been arrived at when I went away. A man by the nani,e

of Caklwell, a black man, with whom Snoddy had taken a cup of coffee after he hit
the village of Union, was susi^ected of killing him. What led to the suspicion w;iv«,

that a boy named Henry Miller, who once had been my property, had reported to some
one tliat he saw him on Sunday washing some bloody clothes. They were both ar-
rested and bound over. They got out of jail somehow. Sam. Colvin, a black man,
Avas the reputed father of Sam. Caldwell. Sam. Colvin was also arrested on suspicion
of being accessory to the murder of Sam. Snoddy. It is said (I do not know this of
my own knowledge) that he had said to some one

—

Question. Please confine your testimony, as much as possi^ole, to your own jiersonal
knowledge.

Jnnwcr. Very well. At any rate, after tliese men got out of jail—that is, Henry
Miller and Sam. Caldwell—Henry was found dead a few days after that; Sam. Cakl-
well was never found, that I know of. Sam. Colvin, who was living on my place, was
arrested, and a young man who was in my employ went with the njan v>h() arrested
him. The young man who was clerking with me left about i> o'clock. The next
morning Sam. Colvin was found hung to a tree, about three or four miles from there,
with sixteen bullet-holes i)i him. No one was arrested for that. This brings' me to
March, 1870. Mr. Boyd, my nephew, was prosecuting attorney in Euta'w. On the
night of the last of March his room there was entered, and he was killed. It was said
he was.killed because he said he had found out who killed Sam. Colvin. In flict, in a
communication to me he informed me so. James Martin was also killed the sanu; night,
about fourteen or fifteen miles above Eutaw, and in the immediate neighborhoocl of
Union ; he was a colored man. James Carpenter was killed in October, 1869, perhaps

;

nobody was prosecuted for killing him ; he was a democrat, however, and was sup-
posed to have a great deal of money ; I presume he did have. Another Carpenter was
killed in 1869. in a fracas in Clinton, and there was a man prosecuted for that.

Question. Was he convicted '?

Answer. I do not think he is tried yet.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. The trial is still pending ?

Answer: Yes, sir ; those are all the murders I recollect and have a personal knowledge
of; I have heard rumors of others.

By the Chairman :

Question. You have mentioned the names of several persons who were killed ; was
the killing of those men the mere acts of the individimls committing the crimes, or
were they traceable to any organization for the purpose of overthrowing or defying
the laws ?

Answer. So far as the murder of Harris was concerned, I am inclined to think that
about five or six persons were there to take him off. The parties who had him in
charge said those persons came in with their faces blacked, or were black men. Afi to
the murder of Boyd, I was not there, and, of course, I cannot say of my own knowledge.
But I was told that there Avere about twenty-seven disguised men in Eutaw. As to the
murder of Jim. Martin, Avhich was on the same night with that of Boyd, the man at
whose house Martin lived, and who run oft" to save his own life, said there were four or
five men, and that they shot at him several times as he run out of his house when they
came up, but he Avas not struck. He had on his shirt and drawers, I suppose. Nobody
was prosecuted for any of these murders, except for the murder of Snoddy, and of one
of the Carpenters, I think.

Question. What was the reason there was no prosecution against any of the others ?

Answer. I am not able to tell you, except one thing, and that I do not know to be
true; the Avant of disposition on the part of the officials there to discharge their duties.

I knoAv if I had been probate judge there at that time, there Avould have been prose-
cutions against them of some kind.

Que.'ition. Was there any lack of disposition in the courts to proceed, where the cases
were brought before them ?

A nswei: There is one cu'cumstance I haA^e not told you : in October or NoA-ember,
1869, I Avas up there attending court, and one of these men, Avho had been suspected of
this kind of thing, came to my store and commenced denouncing me ; I told him he
was as guilty as I was. He Avas a much larger man than I am, and came up to me
and struck me tAvo or three times, and knocked me on the counter. I made a report of
it to the grand jury myself; and I know of two other witnesses who Avent in and said
they SAvore to it.

Question. What is the general state of security for jierson and property in the county
of Avhich you have been speaking ? We desire to ascertain more particularly the state
of things existing at this time.
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Answer. Of course, I am not much there now, ami I do not know whether I ought to

t«n you what I do not know personally.

Bv Mr. Pool :

Question. Did all those murders of which you have spoken occur in the same county ?

Amiver. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

Ouesiion. What is the distance from Mohile to Greene County ?
, . , ,

•insicer Ahout one hundred and ninety miles
;
perhaps one hundred and eighty miles

to Eutaw. I call it about one hundred and ninety miles to my place, Avluch is ten or

twelve miles above Eutaw.

By the Chairman :•

Qimtion. Have you a sufficient knowledge of the state of things in that county now,

to be able to speak of the degree of security for person and property at this time f

Annver I do not know that 1 have, only from information and a little occurrence

that happened in my presence and to mys(;lf. I will go back again until August or

SeDtember 1869 Mv family had not moved down to Mobile at that time
; 1 went up

to make some scttlenients in the probate court that I had to make as adimnistrator,

•uid to take my f^imily down. On the Tuesday night that I was up there, there was a

ci>-Avd of men about niv place ; I heard them cursing and threatening to shoot
;
I did

notget upatall, butl'heard my name mentioned; and some black men afterward

told'uic that they were disguised.

Question. That was in 1859 ?
. ^ , i ^ i ^ -n + <•

Ansivcr Yes sir; but I am coming now to 1870. I happened to be at Eutaw at a

meeth."- that wa.s advertised l>ytho republicans to discuss politics ;
Senator \\ arner,

ex-Goveinor Parsons, Governor Smith, and, if there was room, perhaps Major Hays

was to have addressed the meeting; the lirst three I am certain about, the other I am

not so sure about. I went there al)out 10 o'clock in the day ;
soon after I got there, it

was su.'^ested, either by mvself, Judge Davis, Sam Brown, Sam CockerilL or Major

Havs fuTwe were all together, an.l 1 cannot say positively which one the suggestion

caiiie'from, that some one should go and sec one of the leading conservative men there,

•md arran-e some manner of holding a discussion. The democrats had advertised a

meetin<r at the same time and place. I went with Mr. Brown to see Dr.
^,

and he

said he bad no control over the matter, but would mention it to the democ-ratic club

there \fter sometime he said the democratic club Avould receive a cominuuicatum in

writing from us ; I wrote the communication myself, and it was substantially this :

"To the President of the Democratic Cluh :

" We propose to appoint a committee of two to confer with a comuattee on your part

(jf two, to arrange terms of discussion to-day."

That was signed bv ^Yilliam Miller, Charles Hays, and Sam CockerilL That was

Innded at once to Mr. Morgan, who, 1 found cmt afterward, was the president ot the

di'mocratic club. Mr. J. J. Jollv and Mr. J. G. Pierce were appointed a committee to

e us in the office of the circliit clerk of the county. Their reply was substantial y

that the committee appointed by the democratic j.arly ot Greene County dechned to

make anv arrangement for a discussion, believing that the issues as to men or meas-

ures in tiiat canv-ass were not debatable. About that time the democrats commenced

Iheir diseussinuon the north side of the court-house, on the lence ot the public square,

which is. perhaps, twenty yards from the court-house on some steps to pass over the

fence I remarked then that if there was to be any discussion it would be as well to

commence and dctenniue where they would begin, and a box was put out on the south

^^"^OucsLn WhilVvou were confening about holding a.joint discussion, the democrats,

met and organized their meeting separately for speaking; but not tor a joint discus-

^

'jHSircr Yes, sir ; a separate meeting, but not for a joint discussion. In i)erhaps

twentv minutes after that, perhaps a little longer, Senator ^^arner commeneed his

speech I had been called over to the tavern on some business, m the internal revenue

coHeetnr's office, perh.aps. I cam.- back through the aisl.> ot the court-house, which

was full of young men whom I did not know. My hat was tipped up and knocked

alK5ut as I passed along through the aisle. I got to the circuit clerk's office and sat

down where I could see and hear Senator Warner through the window.

Question. How n<-ar was the meeting he was a.hln-ssing to the other i»<^eting?

Ansvtr. The court-house was sixty or eighty teet wide 1 should think, the tv.o

meetings were, perhaps, one hundred and lifty leet from each other.

q^ucsUon. One meeting was on one side of the court-house, and the other was on the

^^jH8u-er?"Yes, sir. There was a considerably noisy and turbulent spirit manifested
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dnrinsT Senator Warner's speecli, anrl he was very often interrnpted and ordered to jifo

Lack where he came from. Some said they did not want any damned carpet-bagger
there, and called him a damned liai' a great many times, I could not say how many.
He finished his speech, however, and then Governor Parsons comnumced to speak. I

remained there about an hour, when I caught sight of Major Clark, whom I had gone
down there to see mainly on that particular day. Ho told me that we could not tix

our business, and I then remarked that I would go home. I really thought tlie discus-

sion was about over. Immediately Governor Par.sous commenced speaking the demo-
ci'ats adjourned their meeting altogether, and the bulk of them went around on the
other si<l6 of the court-house.

Quesiion. Were you there when the disturbances commenced ?

Ansica: I was not. I was going on to tell you that I left there about half past 2
o'clock, I guess ; went to the tavern and paid my bill, and went down to the stable

and ordered my horse put in my buggy. I had just got in my buggy when I heard the
tiring commence, and uiy hor.se took a notion that he would go a little faster than I

was used to, and it took me some little time to stop him.
Queation. Did you see the firing 1

Ansiver. No, sir; I did not. I was there again in a few days, but no attack was made
against me then. I went there again about the last of November, or the first of De-
cember. I got down to Entaw on Sunday night and staid all night, and then went
down to Finch's Ferry to my place. I was told on the way, by a friend of mine, that
I had better look out. I said, " I apprehend there is no danger here now." About 12

o'clock Mr. Smith and myself, iMr. ISmith was then superintendent of schools in Greene
County, and had an order from the State auditor upon the tax collector of Gre(>ne
County for about !ij3,700. That was put in my hands. It was about this time that the
assault was made upon Mr. Burton, I presume? I had seen my wagon pass with some
baggage toward the deiiot ; when it had got about three hundred yards from the court-

house, I started with a heavy valise, an overcoat, a shawl, a walking-stick, an um-
brella, and a large bundle of liowers ; I know I thought I had all the bundles I could possi-

bly manage to carry. I thought I heard some man coming, and I cast my eyes
around and saw a man by the name of Eeyncdds. He was up very close to

me, and as he came on he said, " You God damned old rascal." Just about that time
his stick, a hickory stick, about as thick as my thumb, came down upou my shoulder
with such force that, with the load I was carrying, I was nearly thrown otf the side-

walk. He followed uj) that blow with others. I thought there were four altogether,

but afterward I found five marks. He said, " God damn you, if you ever tell of thi.s I

will kill you." There were several there who saw* it all. I went dowu to the depot
and got on the cars and went away, and did not know that Mr. Burton was hurt till

sometime after I got down to Mobile.
Question. Was this assault upon yoxt because of your political opinions, or was it

merely the act of a violent and lawless man ?

Jnmcei: Mr. Eeynolds, while lie was striking me .said, " You told Reuben Weaver
that I tipped your hat." I did tell Reuben Weaver so, and I tell you now, to the best
of my knowledge and belief, he did do it.

Question.- And this assault iipon yon was on the gi'ound that you had made that
statement about tipping your hat '1

Answer. Yes, sir ; but the tipping the hat was before that.

Quesiion. Was it from the surging of the cro\vd ?

Ansn-er. There was no surging at all. There was plenty of room, but considerable
disposition not to let a republican pass.

Qutstion. Did you institute any legal proceedings against him?
Answer. I did not.

Question. Why not ?

Answer. I did not think I would be allowed to go toEutaw, where I had considerable
business, if I did so. I still have some business there to attend to. I did not go there
two or three weeks ago, when I had a little case in court, but let it go by default, be-

lieving that it would not be safe for me to go there.

Question. What was there to justify such a belief ?

Ansivei: The fact that such a man as Mr. Cockrell can he beaten on a steamboat,
without any jirotection ; the fact that Mr. Burton was knocked down,and left for dead,

as they thought ; the fact of this unprovoked assault upon myself; the faot of the
assault on me the year before, and that I went before the grand jury and could get no
redress.

Question. You give those facts as justifying the apprehension that you could not,

with safety, go to Eutaw and institute a i)rosecntion '?

Answer. I dare say I could go there and institute proceedings, but attending to it

would be another thing. ,

Quoition. Have you attempted in any instance to institute a iirosecution for oftenses

of the character you have mentioned?
Answer. Only in the Richardson matter.
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Question. Yonr accouut lias now come down to October or November, 1870.

Answer. Till December, 1870.

Question. Have you since then been in Greene County ?

Ansiver. I have.
Question. What is the condition of things there novr ?

Answer. I was there in December last, I was there in January last, and I was there

on the 6th day of March last. I was not assaulted either of those times.

(Question. Is there now riny disturbance of the public peace in Greene County by law-
lees men, or has thei'e been since January, 1871 ?

Answer. None to my knowledge. I have Mrd a letter from Mr. Cockrell, which I

received last night.

Question. He gives you an account of facts within his kno wledge f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You need not read the letter. Have you sufficient knowledge of the state

of affairs now in that comnumity to enable you* to state whether life, liberty, and pro-

perty are seciu'e with the present administration of the laws?
Answer. Only from hearsay. I am satislied that I can go there, if I would not say a

word to any one, and should not meet one of two, or three, or four rowdies, and I might
pass along safely. But I am satisfied if I was to meet any one of them I would not be
safe.

Question. When you speak of ''rowdies" do you refer merely to persons of a lawless
disposition, who would assail anybody where there was sufficient motive for it?

Answer. I do not tliink they Avould assail anybody but a republican.
(,>uestion. Avu we to understand you as wisjiing to convey the idea that these assaults

and nmrders of which yoii have spoken have arisen out of political causes ?

Answer. I think the bulk of them have ; some of them I dare say have not.

Question. Has the passage of the bill fyr the punishment of these unlawful assem-
blages had any effect yet, to yonr knowledge?

Answer. I have no knowledge of what the effect has been there ; none at all.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. For w'hat offense was Suoddy killed ?

Answer. He was not a republican ; he was one man killed not for political effect.

Question. It was supposed that he was killed by Caldwell?
Answer. Yes, sir: he was supposed to have been killed for some money he had.
Question. Miller and Caldwell, who killed Iiini, were negroes '?

Answer. They were negroes. The idea seemed to come out in the testimony that
Caldwell was alone in the killing, but that Miller knew of it, and tried to get him away.

Question. He was killed, it was supposed, for his money ?

Answer. That is what the idea was at that time.

Question. Those men who killed him were afterward killed themselves?
Answer. They werugot out of jail somehow, after they were bound over and put in

jail.

Question. Did tliey escape?
Ansuxr. Henry JNliller did not escape.

Question. How did they get fxit?

Answer. That is a ([Ucstion I am not able to answer.
Question. They got out somehow ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And were afterward killed ?

Answer. Miller was killetl; Caldwell has not been heard of since.

QueMion. Was it supposed that they were killed because of their murder of Snoddy?
Answer. Yes, sir.

(Question. Snoddy was a democrat ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. These others were negroes ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. By whom were they killed? Was there any suspicion upon any person ?

Answer. Yes, sir, a gi'eat deal of suspicion.

(Jiiesfion. Who Avero suspected.

Answer. There wiia a young man who avus at my store, who said he left Sam Colviu
and Henry Miller at twodiliereiit times, wilhin two or three day.s of each other, though,
in the hands of a man of the name of MeGraw, who was a constable, and a man of the
name of Kyle.

Question. You .say Caldwell was never heard of?
Answer. No, sir; there was a skeleton found in the neighborhood supposed to bo his.

Question. When last seen he was in the hands of an oHicer of the law ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Well, Miller was.
Answer. Not in the hands of an officer of the law.
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Question. In the hands of a constable ?

Answer. Ho was a constable, but did not x^reteud to be after them as a law officer

at all.

Qiusiion. What did he i>reteud to be ?

A)iswer. Just as the others were. One man of the name of John Brown presented a

pistol to the negro man, Henry Miller, and said, " I wonld like to kill you—just shoot

yon off that block." Miller was then under bond, but was out of jail somehow.
Question. You do not know how he got out of jailf

Ansieer. No, sir; not to my knowledge.
Question. How do you suppose he got out?
The Witness. Would that be testimony ?

Mr. Blair. As much as the balance of it.

The Witness. I think I have told some things I know.
The CiiAiRT^iAN. If General Blair wants an answer to his question, you can give it.

The Witness. Well, my impression is, that he got out through the agency of men
who did not want to allow him to come to trial.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. If it was supposed that they were guilty of the murder of Snoddy, and
those men wanted them killed for it, why should they not be just as willing to have
them hung by process of the law ?

Answer. That would not gratify their feeling of revenge as well, and at the same
time they might not be hanged by operation of the law. They c(nild not have hung
more tlian one of them. They certainly would not have hanged a man for merely
helping another to get away after committing the murder.

Question. Who was this man Harris of whom you have spoken ?

Answer. He was a negro maft who had been prominent in the Union League when it

got about there in 18G7 ; he was put in jail in 18(37, with a great many others, for what
they called in that country a violation of the Sabbath ; he was bailed out by myself

and others, as being a man that it would do to trust ; he was never brought to trial

for it, though—the offense was so frivolous.

Question. Mr. Boyd, you say, was prosecuting attorney?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He was killed in his own house?
Answer. He was killed in the tavern where he boarded; he was a young man, and

had no house of his own.
Question. Was he a very vigorous yirosecutor ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a man who did his duty faithfully and honestly—a man
above reproach.

Question. Was it known by whom he was killed ?

Answer. Ifc never came out.

Question. Never came out judicially?

Answer. No, sir.

Qucition. Was there any attempt to bring the parties to justice ?

Answer. 1 do not know what attempt was made ; I know I wonld not have made the

attempt Ibr any amount of money. A month or six weed's after he was killed, when I

went up there to take charge of his effects, some of my friends—democrats—advised

me that it v>ould not near do for ine to go to Eutaw to take charge of his effects. Ho
was a nephew of mine ; I was the ouly near relative he had there; he was born in

South Carolina, but was raised in Greene County. I would not go any sooner than I

did, for the love of life. He was killed on the last of February or the first of March,
and I did not go there until near the first of May.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You say that your information is that things are pretty quiet up there now.
Why do you not commence a prosecution now ?

Answer. For the very reason that if I were to commence a prosecution there now, I

would not be allowed to get away from there.

Question. That is merely your opinion?
Ansxcer. I think so

;
yes, sir ; that is my opinion now.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is the political complexion of Greene County ?

Answer. The last vote showed a majority of democratic votes there. At th«j presi-

dential election in 1808, there was something like 2,200 majority for the republican

party. In 18G9, when Major Hays was elected to Congress, there was a still larger

majority. But the vote vfus very much smaller last year.

Question. You mean the whole vote cast?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the democratic vote was very largely increased.
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By Mr.. Van Thump :

Question. What proportion of the population of that county are negroes?
Aiimer. A large majority \a that county are colored voters, when they come out and

vote. But a great many of them told me last fall, two or three days before the elec-
tion, that they would not vote; that they could not vote, that they dare not vote; and
while I myself gave out thirty-live tickets to parties who lived in my immediate
vicinity, and mostly on my land, there were but six of the tickets found in the box
where they voted. In the presidential election in 1SG8, I passed out the great majority
of the republican tickets for four counties ; at one time there were abcmt five to two
negroes tbere, but I do not think there are that many now. I should think now there
are about four blacks to three whites.

Question. Are there many colored Union leagues in that county?
Answer. I did not know of a colored Union league in that county, that there were

not some white men in.

Question. Are there any Union leagues with a considerable proportion of negroes
in them ?

Answer. There were in 1867; they have been abandoned now, so far as I know. I
did know sdmething about them in 1867 and 1868.

By the Chairman :

Question. You speak of certain leading democrats in town advising you to not to go
there after your nephew was killed. State who they were, and the reason for such
advice to you.
Answer. One was Philip Schoffert ; another was a Mr. Cavanaugh, a preacher, who

now lives in Kentucky.
Question. What reason did they give you for that advice ?

Answer. The reason Mr. Cavanaugh gave jn his long letter about it was, that he did
not think I could possibly get away from there. He said that his father-in-law, a
democrat, and a good friend of mine, advised him to tell me not to come up there.

Question. Is there any open and avowed determination there to prevent the expression
of political sentiments on either side ?

Answer. I do not know that there is any open and avowed determination, unless it

is to say that a republican shall not make a speech there, or when he goes to make a
speech, to have him assaulted and harassed.

Question. Have you heard any such statements as that made there?
Answer. I have not heard the statement from any leading democrat. I have a great

many times heard black men say that they heard men say that no repu))lican shf)uld
make a speech in I'utaw. About the last of April last, a tlelegation came down from
Eutaw, with the Eutaw rioters; and they insisted that I should go to the district
attorney and use my influence to get the jirosecution set aside.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You refer to the rioters at the joint meeting last fall?
Answer. Yes, sir-.

By the CiiAimiAX

:

Question. Had they been brought in court ?

Answer. Some of them were airested, and under bond to appear before the United
States disliict court at Mobile, and a great many came down with them as witnesses.
Several of those gentlemen called on me, and asked me to go to the district attorney
and urge him to drop the w'hole thing.

Question. This was at Mobile?
/inswer. Yes, sir; and in April last. I talked to them moderately, and kindly as

I could, and told them I had no revenge to inflict on any one for*^ the past, but I
should expect real security for the future. I said, " Now, gentlemen, you let me go to
Eutaw and make a rej)ublican speecli when I please, and I cannot tell what I will do
for you." And every one said they could not arrange any such thing for me.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was that on account of any peculiar hostility to you personally?
Answer. I say me or any other republican; allow me to do*^it, or Major Hays, or any

other republican.
Question. Did th(\vsay so?
Answer. They said, "We cannot guarantee you any such thing."
Question. They meant you personally .'

Answer. They me:int that they could not guarantee any republican to go there and
make a sjieech. Aud yet these men say they are opposed to all such things. I think
I speak advisedly when I say that a "large majority of the wealthy, intelligent, and
influential people of Greene County are opposed to all this thing.

Question. Democrats aud republicans?
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Answer. As to repuTilicanism, except among the black men, that is about out tnere.

rivsideut Grant did not get but eleven white votes there when he was elected, and he
would not get that many now, because the few white rex^ublicans that were there then
have been killed or have gone oli".

By the Chairman :

Question. Can a republican there express his sentiments oijenly in conversation, or in
a public meeting, and do so with safety ?

Answer. I do not thmk he can.

Question. Is that owing to the existence of a small minority of lawless and riotous
pei'sons in that community?
Answer. I think so.

Qnestion. Then if that be the case, and if a large majority there are opposed to this
lawless conduct

Answer. I say a largo majority in point of intelligence, not in point of numbers.
Question. Very well ; if a large majority of the intelligent white people are opposed

to that, why cannot you secure justice in the courts against those lawless and riototis

persons ? ,

Answer. Perhaps I could not answer that better than by giving you the answer that
was ouco given to me, " It would ruin our business."

Question. I do not know that I understand your answer fully.

Answer. Well, suppose that I am a merchant or a lawyer there ; I depend upon pub-
lic patronage for my business and livelihood; if I should talvc a stand that would per-

haps bring some of these people to punishment, a htte and cry would be raised against
me, and I would not be supported iu my business.

Question. Do you mean, then, that prominent men engaged in business will not take
a stand for the ])urpose of bringing these people to punishment ?

Ansiver. I say exactly that.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. For fear of loss of business ?

Answer. Yes, and of being ostracized.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have there been any scourgings and whippings there ?

Answer. I have heard of a great many; I know of none personally.
Question. Of what character ? a
Answer. Taking both men and women out of their houses at night and whipping

chem. I know one black man was taken out of his house on my plantation last Octo-
ber. I saw him a day or two afterward ; lie had been so abused that he was not able
to work for three weeks. He said it was by disguised men. It was not more than half
a mile from Union.

Question. Is there any organization in that county of men who are iu the habit of
going about in disguise ?

Ansrcer. I have no personal knowledge of any such organization ; report says there
is, and their acts would seem to indicate it.

Question. What acts?
Answer. Thci killing of Boyd, for one thing. Mr. Cleveland and the clerk of the tav-

ern said there was a large company of disguised men who came there and killed Boyd.
Question. Mr. Boyd was the prosecuting attorney f

Answer. Yes, sir; they said he was killed in his room by disguised men.
Question. Have there been anj' parades in tlie county of disguised men ?

Answer. I have heard of a great many; I never saw one. I believe, in August, 1869,
there was a raid of disguised men about Union ; I did not get out of my bed to see
them.

Question. What is that organization called?
Answer. Ku-Klus, or White Brotherhood.
Question. Have you ever heard of an organization called the Constitutional Uniott

Guards ?

Answer. I do not know that such a name as that is current among the people ; if it

is, I do not know it.

Question. Do you mean to say that the reason why it is now unsafe for you in that
county is that these violations of the law can take place and no prosecutions follow ?

Aaswer. That is the reason it is unsafe, I think.
Question. And no prosecution can follow, because any man who attemjots it would

become an object of vengeance?
Ansiver. Just as Mr. Cockrel] was when coming back from Mobile.
Question. And in that way there is terrorism to such an extent as to prevent the due

execution of the law ?

Ansive): Yes, sir; I think that sums it up exactly.

Question. What is the political character at present of the county officers ?
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Answer. They are all democrats, except the probate judge.
Question. You have said that colored men were j)ut in jail for violating the Sabbath!
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; in 1867.

Question. But no white man has been prosecuted for whii^ping, committing mur-
der, &c ?

Answer. No, sir; there were bills found by the grand jury last fall against somo
colored men for t4iis Eutaw riot. Although, as I have been told, some ibrty or tifty

colored men were wounded in that riot, and some were killed, while not a white man
got a scratch

;
yet some negroes were prosecuted for the riot, but not a white man.

Question. How many were killed?

Aiiswer. I do not know of my own knowledge that any were killed.

Question. How many were wounded?
Answer. I heard that some forty or more were wounded.
Question. Gun shot wounds?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. All black men ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. CoBUKN

:

Question. How soon after the riot did you see them?
Answer. I went down on Thursday and returned in a few days ; I was there on the

Monday after that ; I think I came back on Saturday. The riot was on a Tuesday, and
on the Monday after I saw some of the wounded men

;
perhaps six days after the I'iot

;

I believe I saw one or two on Thursday, two days afterward, as I passed down; and
I saw several while I was at court several days after that ; the court conjmenced there
on the Monday after the riot.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. I understood you to say that the former republican majority of two thou-

sand in Greene County had been reduced till there was a majority on the other side.

Answer. Yos, sir; I said so.

Question. Was that a consequence or result of these proceedings ?

Answer. If you want my opinion I will say that it is my opinion unhesitatingly that

it was the result of tlie terror and intimidation brought to bear against the voters.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. lii in your opinion, there was so much terrorism there, and you felt the
danger, how^ came it that you were one of the gentlemen to propose a joint discussion

in such violent times ?

Answer. From the tirst notice I had of the advertisement I apprehended a riot and
trouble. I convi ised with a great many sensible men who thought the same thing.

Hence, in order to avoid any diUieulty, if iiossihlc, I proposed that both sides should

agree to keep the peace and make a joint discussion; that each party for themselves

should agi'ee that their party should not commence the riot, and let both parties take

part in the discussion.

Question. Have you been much in the Northern States?
Answer. I Ii:;vo not.

Qiicstion. You do not know then that such things occur in the North very frequently,

one party pnvcniing another party from holding their meetings peaceably?
Answer. I do not know auytiiing of the way politics are managed in the North. I

never have been in the North more than a few days at a time.

Question. Who lirst advertised a meeting to bo held at Eutaw?
Answer. The republicans ; their advertisement was some eight days old, I presume,

when the other appeared.

By the Chaiiiman:

Qucntion. Is that the usual mode of having political discussions in Alabama, to have
joint discussions?
Answer. Tliat was invariably the course before the war; political opponents would

meet and discuss (questions before the people.

By Mr. Stkvexson :

Question. Did the republican advertisement state where j'onr meetingwastobeheld?
Answer. In Eutaw.
Question. Did it mention the place of meeting in Eutaw ?

Answer. It did not.

Question. Wliere was the usual place for holding such meetings ?

Answer. When the meeting is not expected to be a very large one, the usual place is

in the court-house ; when it is to be very large, then it would be held in the grounds
adjoining the court-house, or in some grove, the place to be selected when the meeting
assembled.
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Question. Wlien a meeting is advertised to be held in Eutaw, what place is under-
stood ?

Ansiver. As a general thing the court-house, unless it is found the court-house is not
large enough to contain the audience, when some other place is selected ; except in the

case of a large barbacue, or something of that kind, when some other jdace is named
in the advertisement.

Eecalled and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. I understand that you desire to make some statement to the committee
GOuceruiug yourself as a property holder. You can make that statement now.

Ansiver. I have lived in Alabama since 1836. I pay more State and county taxes in

Greene Coimty than auy other man in the county. I i)ay some taxes in Mobile, nearly

or quite as much as auy man in Greene County pays.
Question. Are you the owner of real estate in Greene County ?

Ansiver. I am, and the largest one in the county.
Question. How have these disturbances affected the value of real estate in that

county ?

Answe)'. It has depreciated it very much ; I should say about one-third.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. How do you know that has been caused by these disturbances, as you call

them? Might it not have been caused by something else ?

Ansiver. I know this, that when you appeal to a man to buy real estate there, he
says, " I cannot go there, because I would not be let alone." So I answered as I did.

Question. Are there not some people there who are let alone ?

Ansiver. Yes ; but they are not buying real estate.
* Question. Then you think a man who" buys real estate is a very obnoxious person to

the people of Greene County ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; not by any manner of means. But, I think, if men who have money
could go tbere and buy and be treated with more respect, there would be a higher
price paid for real estate. I think that the security of life and i)rox>erty is a very es-

sential element in the market value of property.
Question. Is not the amount of taxation a very essential element also?

Answer. We have not felt taxes very heavily yet ; we are going to feel them.
Question. I understand the State debt has been largely increased since the Avar ?

Ansiver. Perhaps you do not understand the condition of that State debt. No taxes
have yet been levied by the State for the payment of what are known as the railroad

bonds. The taxes levied in the State for 1870 were about $954,000 ; in 1868 they were
nearly as large as last year ; and in 1867 they were nearly as large.

Question. I understand you to say that there has been no tax levied as yet for the
issue of railroad bonds ?

Answer. None, except in counties, local taxes.

Question. But a largo amount of State bonds have been issued ?

Answer. I think so
;
perhaps six or seven millions. I have it from report only.

Question. Is it uot probable that taxes will be levied to meet those bonds ?

Answer. I think it is probable.
Question. Men who have money to invest in land are generally aware of such things,

are they not ?

Ansiver. I presume they are ; but I can hardly see why the prospect of a difference

in taxes should briug about the difference in the price of jjroperty which exists. I can-

not see why it should take off one-third of the value of real estate in one or two years.

Question. People probably think more bonds will be issued.

Ansiver. They can repudiate them if they want.
Question. Have they repudiated any?
Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Do they coutemplatO it?

Ansiver. I do not know that they do.

Question. Do the persons who issued the bonds contemplate repudiation ?

Answer. I do not know that they do.

Question. You know that a large amount of bonds have been issued ?

Answer. A large amount is reported. We had a State debt before that, as much as
that perhaps.

Question. Is it not reported that a great many bonds have been issued without con-
sideration, and that they do uot know how they got out ?

Answer. I have heard something said about more bonds being issued than the road
was completed for ; but when the road was completed it would cover all the bonds. It

was said that bonds were issued in advance of the completion of the road.

Question. And that increases the debt of the State?
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Answer. No more than the legislature agreed that it should be increased when the
road was finished. The railroad, under tlie law of the legislature, was to receive so
many dollars per mile wheu finished. I have heard it satd that in some cases bonds
were issued in advance of the comjdetion of the work.

Question. You are a large liroperty-holder, and as a matter of course you think of
these things. Now, is it not a matter of course, that when the State debt is so largely
increased, and when it is believed by mauj' persons that it was improvidently increased,
that is to say, that the bonds were i.ss'.ied even before the roads had complied with' the
conditions for their issue, would not that naturally have the effect by the increase of
taxation hereafter to lessen the value of laud ?

Annu-er. It would have the effect of depreciating pix)perty to some extent perhaps.
But when the road is completed to the extent the bonds issued call for, I do not see
that that should change the aspect of affairs at all. If I should agree to pay you a cer-
tain sum of money wheu you had done a certain piece of work, and then should pay it

to you before tlie work was done, still when the job was completed it would be' all

even. Now, I think the prjce of property there would have been increased, only for the
efiect produced by terror and ostracism. Men who would perhaps buy property, if

otherwise treated, are ostracized, and the influence of terror is brought to bear on' the
laboring classes.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. How many miles of railroad have been constructed in Alabama since the
war?
Answer. I do not know exactly; perhaps four or five hundred miles.

By Mr. V^vN Tkump :

Question. Do you know that mere agricultural lands in the North are decreasing in
pride ?

Answer. I know very little about the North ; my property of every kind has always
been in the South.

Washington, D. C, June 2, 1871.

Hon. CHARLES HAYS called and examined.

By the Cuauiman :

Question. You are a member of the House of Representatives of the iiresent Con-
gress, I believe ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In what part of the Statp of Alabama do you live ?

Answer. In Greene Countj-, in the fourth congressional district.

Question. Please state to the committee as succinctly as you can your knowledge of
the condition of affairs in Alabama, so far as regai'ds the safety of the lives aud prop-
erty of citizens and the execution of tlie laws. We desire information more particu-
larly iu reference to the state of things at the i)resent time, and within the last

year.

Answer. So far as the present state of things is concerned, there is more quiet now
than there has been for some time. I know of no outrages committed within my dis-

trict, except the beating of ilr Cockrell, who was summoned as xi \yituess before the
United States court at Mobile, iu reference to the Eutaw rioters. I have heard of no
outrages there, except that since I went home from here this spriug. Previous to that
time tliere had been a great many disturbances.

Question. How recently was that occurrence ?

Answer. About three weeks ago, I think ; I only know of it from hearsay, from what
is the general talk in the country.

Question. You say he was a witness ?

Answer. Yes, sir; before the United States court at Mobile.
Quesiion. Was it upon his journey to or from Mobile that he was assaulted ?

Ansivej; Upon his return.

Question. Have you seen him since then ?

Answer. I have not.

Questioa. What otlier facts can you state to the committee that would tend to show
the degree of security for person and property that exists in the county in which you
live, or, so far as you know, within the district, for the last year ?

Ansicer. 1 can only give you the facts as I have heard them in reference to the mur-
der of a Mr. iioyd, who was the solicitor for the county of Greene. I know the cir-

cumstances only by hearsay ; but I am satisfied the facts are true.

Question. Do you live in the town whero Mr. Boyd was murdered t
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Answer. No, sir ; I do uot. I live about nine miles from there in the country, ou a
plantation. lie was the county solicitor for that county ; some negroes had been Is

this testimony to be published uo^Y 'i

The CiiAiKMAN. There has been no decision yet of the committee in regard to the
immediate publication of the testimouy. We have concluded to take testimony, allow-
ing only the person testifying to be present in the committee-room, holding over the
question of publication.

The Witness. I only wish to make this suggestion so far as I am concerned : I think
it would be far preferable for our section of the State not to have this testimony pub-
lished at this time; that is merely a suggestion to the committee. If the testimony
should be published, I think it would be necessary to send troops there ; and we want
to get along without them if we can possibly do so.

By the Chairman :

Question. What effect would the pulilication of this testimony have there, in refer-
ence to the wituesses giving it, or the persons who might be named?

Ansu-er. I think it would tiave pretty umch the same effect upon them that the testi-
mony that Mr. Cockrell was expected to give in reference to the Eutaw rioters had
upon him.

Quesiioni You mean that the witnesses would not be safe in testifying to their knowl-
edge of tacts ?

Answer. I think they would not; I judge so from the demonstration made against
Mr. Cockrell after liis return as a wituessin the United States court at Mol)ile.

Question. The committee .will doubtless cousider your suggestion. You will proceed
with your statement in regard to Mr. Boyd.
Answer. I was in Washington in Congress at the time, and one morning received a

telegram from Mobile stating that Mr. Boyd had been murdered at Eutaw. A short
time after that I received some letters stating that the county solicitor of Greene
County had been murdered in Eutaw, at Mr. Cleveland's hotel, by men in disgnisie.

It seems there had been some dithculties that originated near the town of Union, in
the northern part of Greene County, in reference'to the holding of political meetings
there among the negroes. The white men of that portion of the county determined
that they should not hold them ; they went to where these negroes were holding the meet-
ings, I suppose, and told some of them. This isonlj' what I heard; I do not know it

positively, myself, but I heard it generally reported in the county.
Question. Give us onlj- what you have examined into and are satisfied is a correct

statement of the facts.

Answer. I give yon the statements as I heard them. These negroes had been hold-
ing some political meetings, and the white men of the county determined to break
them up. They went there to stop them from holding the meetings ; a difficulty
occurred in which some negroes were shot, and a night or two after others w^ere car-
ried off and whipped. The circuit court was coming ou in a short time, and Mr.
Boyd, who was the solicitor of the county, said lo some citizens at Eutaw that he
intended to commence prosecutions before the grand jury to lind out the parties who
had shot and whipped these negroes. While the court was in session, I think, a body
of some thirty or forty men rode up to the hotel, about 11 o'clock at night ; they were
disguised, and went into the hotel, took Mr. Boyd out of his bed, and killed him right
in the passage, or on the iiorch of the hotel ; tliey killed him by shooting him. That
is one occurrence.

Question. Were any jiroceedings institated for the purpose of discoveringand arrestinn^
the perpetrators of that oti'euse '?

Answer. I think not ; there never has been anybody arrested; I think that probably
'

thev had the matter before the grand jury, but I do not know that they did auvthiu'"-
at all.

- °
Question. Were any of the perpetrators known ?

Answer. Kot that I know of.

Question. Being a citizen of that county, and interested in the good order and secu-
rity of the county, have you taken any steps to discover and bring to justice the
l»erpetrators of that outrage ?

Ansicer. I do not think any steps have been taken.
Question. Have you any knowledge of any other occurrence of that character within

the last year ?

Answer. There was a colored man by the name of Guilford Coleman, who lived in
that county, and who was a delegate to the State convention that nominated the gov-
ernor, and also a delegate to the convention that nominated me. Upon his return
from the couventioii that assembled at Demopolis, some two or three nights afterward
he was taken out of his house by parties in disguise, and has never been heard of
since.

Question. Was that in Greene County ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the town of Eutaw.
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Question. \Vlien was that?
Answer. I tbiuk it was iu the last of June. I am not certain as to the exact time.

By Mr. Blaik :

Quesihn. A year ago.

Ansiccr. About a year ago.

By the Chairman:
QuesHon. Were you at a political meeting held in Eutaw iu October last?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you present at the time the riot occurred there f
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was on the stand at the time.
Question. Give us as nearly as you can an account of how that riot originated, and

what occurred while you were there.

Answer. A public notice had been given by the State executive committee that Gov-
ernor Smith, who was then a candidate for reelection. Senator Warner, Governor Par-
sous, and myself, would speak on a certain day at Eutaw. Shortly after that notice
Avas given, handbills vi'ere struck off at Eutaw, I suppose, and put up all over the county,
announcing that a democratic meeting would be lield at Eutaw at the same time. I

went up to Eutaw on the day named for the meeting. There were some United States
troops there, under the command of General Crawford, about a half a mile from the
court-house. I had been raised iu Eutaw, and had lived there all my life. As soon as
I got there, I said to General Crawford, "General, I think it would be better for you
to consult with Governor Smith, and arrange measiu'cs-to preserve order here ; I think
the demonstrations look a little ugly, and I am afraid we are going to have a row." I

said to him that the democrats having a njoeting at the same time that the republicans
were to hold their meeting, it would be best upou the whole to address a note to the
leaders of the democratic party there, in order to inform them that we proposed to
have peace and quiet and order here, and to discuss the questions before the whole
people. I said that, so far as I was concerned, I did not ])ropose to speak at all; that
Governor Smith and Senator Warner would speak, and that the democrats could select
their orators, some arrangement be made for dividing the time, and it could be gcn-
erallj' understood that both i)arties would preserve onler. He I'eplied that he thought
that was a good suggestiou. Mr. Miller, Mr. Coekrell, and myself were appointed
the committee on the ])art of the republican party to confer with the democrats. ' Mr.
Miller addressed ji note to Colonel Jolly and Jlr. I'ierce, who were appointed on the
part of the democrats, informing them that we proposed to have a public discus.siou,

and to guarantee peace and quiet and order while the speaking was going on, pro-
vided they woidd unite with us iu doing so. We were then in the office of the circuit

clerk. Colonel .Jolly and Mr. Pieice, on the jiart of the democrats, came over and said
that they did not projjose to discuss at all these questions, either as to men or measures

;

I think that was their language in substance. In other words, they ignored entirely
the whole thing. In the meautime'the meeting of the democrats was going on at the
opposite side of the court-house ; their candidate for the legislature, a man by t)ie

name of Smith, a Baptist minister, and a ver,y good niau, made a speech. In a short
time the republican meeting was called to ortler upon the opposite side of tlie oourt-
house. As soon as the republican meeting was called to (trdei', a large crowd of those
who had gathered where the democrats were speaking left there and weut around on
the other side of the court-house, where Senator Warner was speaking. As soon as
this crowd had deserted the demoeialic n.ieetiug, a great many, some of them from
Mississipjii, others from Sumter County, and some from Greene County, came around and
conuncnced hallooing, and luaking a noise, and hooting at Senator Warner, telling him
that he was a damned liar, and intt!rrui»tiug him, so that, he could hardly goon.
Finally, .aftt:r a great deal of trouble, he eoucluihsd his remarks, and Governor Parsons
got up to s[ieak. He couunenced by telling them that he had voted for Seymour and
Blair, that Ik; had been a democrat, always a conservative man, and thought that the
best plan to be ])ursued now was for th(; defeated democracy to accept tlie situation,

«5cc. One man iu the crowd said, " Let him go ahead, he is making a good democratic
speech, and as long as he is making that kind of talk, don't interfere with him."
About this tiuu) the governor was coming to the point of his argument, there was a
general row and shouting, and a great many would curse at him and hoot at
him. He got along badly, and finally ended his remarks. I had determined be-
before I went there not to speak. I got up for the ])urpose of moving an adjourn-
ment of the uu^eting. There was a table just outside of the court-house window,
and I got up on the table for the purpose of making that motion. Just as I did
so, a man caught me by the sleeve, and ])ulled me olf the stand, and two men, one on
either side of the table, tilted it over. Just as that was done, some persons who had
got into the otliee of the circuit clerk couunenced a rapid liriug from the window
ni)on the negroes in front, firing over the heads of Governor ParsoiKs, Senator Warner,
myself, and others. There were two i:ien who commenced .shooting at me, but one
was iunnediately seized by the sherilf. In the general mClec the negroes retreated, and
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['he crowd pursued them, firing rapidly upon them. The negroes hroke down the
court-house palings aud ran olf. I stood there until the tiring had stopped, and then
started along over to the hotel with Senator Warner and Governor Parsons. As I did
so. a man stepped out just in front of me and said, " I want to kill him anyhow." He
])uiled out his pistol and shot at me ; I suppose he was as far from me as it is from here
to the window. In the mean time an old sheriff of the county, who was a very warm
personal liiend of mine, although a very hitter democrat, came up and took hold of
this man, and knocked the pistol out of his hand, or took it from him. I turned around
and quietly walked into the court-house door. The troops had got th(>re ahout that
time ; General Crawford had ordered them there. A great many persons had gone into
the stores in the place, and seized douhle-harreled guns, and were pursuing the negroes.
I did not see any of them fire these douhle-harreled gnus, aud I do not believe they di(l

;

they were shooting the- negroes with pistols. In the mean time the negroes had re-
treated down the street some distance, and the troops went down there, and halted
the white men who were pursuing the negroes, and there the thing stopped.

Quetition. Vv'cro there persons fi'om Mississii^pi and adjoining counties in Alabama
engaged in making this attack ?

Aiisica: Yes, sir; there w^ere some men there from Mississippi; there is only one
county between the county in which I live and the Mississii^pi line.

(Jncxtion. Hoav many ])ersous were killed?
A)if<nrr. I do not know ; I heard that live men had died from their wounds. I saw

two lying in the court-house that evening after the row was over, who looked to me
as though they were going to die.

Question. How many altogether were wounded '?

Answer. Tlie report was that there were fifty-four wounded.
Question. Was' there any motive avowed for making this attack? If so, state what

it was.
Aiisica: None whatever that I know of, except that I think the purpose was to

break up the meeting.
Qiicxiiov. Was there any personal hostility to either of the gentlemen who were

speaking?
Arinwcr. You must know that there is a very great hostility to every man in that

section of the country connected with the republican party.
Quesiion. What I want to get at is, what was said showing the motive for the attack,

if there was anything said to that effect ?

Av.siccr. Every man in that section of country who Is in favor of the policy of Con-
gress and of the reconstruction acts is regarded as an enemy of the country.

By Mr. Coburx :

Quesiion. Was there any other motive for the attack than a political one?
Anstvcr. None that I know of.

By the Chair5ian :

Question. Were there any sentiments of that kind expressed there on that day—sen-
timents of the character of those to which you have just referred; that is, that the
republicans were enemies of the country ?

Anstvcr. Yes, sir; I heard several men say that they should not niako any speeches
there, and t!uit there should be no more radical meetings held there, and things of that
kind. I heard one man say, after the row was over. " W^ell, you sent for your United
States Senator, and for your governor, and for your United States officer, and for your
member of Congress to come here, and, God damn you, we have cleaned you all out."

Question. Who was he?
Ansn-er. I do not know; I was. told that he was from Mississippi, and I tried to find

out who he was, but I did not learn his name.
Question. Are you a native of that county ?

Anstcei: Yes, sir; I was born and raised where I am now living.

Question. You have an acquaintance in that entire district ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. IIow many counties compose your district?

Answer. Fourteen.
Question. Have you any knowledge of the existing state of things in the other coun-

ties of your district ?

Ansircr. Only from what I have heard and seen published in the newspapers, and
what has been reported to me by my constituents.

Question. Have you traveled over the entire district ? Have you canvassed the dis-
trict ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have canvassed it, so far as I could ; I could not go farther than
Eutaw during th(^ last election.

Question. Hav<>. there been disorders in other portions of your district affecting the
eeeurity of person and property?
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Answer. I understand there have been some difficnlties within the last year in Choc-

ta^Y County. Judge Luther R. Smith, "who is the circuit judge, I understauil has

recently h^xl his gin-house burned. I myself sa^y some resolutions published in a jjaper

in Livingston requesting him to resign, and notifying him that it would not bo safe

—

well, I am not certain about that part of it ; I heard that, but I do not think it is in t he

resolutions that were published in the jiaper. I heard that he had been notified not to

go to Liviugstou to hold court. He had been notified not to go to Eutaw, and he con-

sequently did not go there.

Question. He is the presiding judge of the circuit ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Judge Pelham held the last court at Eutaw for him. Judge Pelham
is an active republican, and is living at Talladega.

Question. Is Judge Smith a native of the State ?

Ansirer. No, sir; he is a northern man.
Question. Is he a reiiublican, and was he elected as such ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You have said that there was now a better state of affairs in your portion

of the State ; to what do you attribute that ?

Answer I do not know^ unless, perhaps, it is the passage of what is known as the
Ku-Klux bill, and also the publication of the democratic address that went out from
here some time ago. I think tliat had a very good effect ; and I think it proljablo that

the passage of the Ku-Klux bill has bad a gotxl chect. I think if we had passed a gen-
eral amnesty bill, it would have had a still better effect.

Question. Have you sufficient information in regard to the existence of any organiza-

tion for the purpose of committing these outrages, to enable you to testify on that

point ?

Answa: I have no personal knowledge ; I have only heard of frequent instances of

negroes being taken oxit and whipped, but I never saw a Ku-Klux in all my life ; I have
heard of them frequently.

Question. From the information which you have obtained as to outrages which have
been committed, can you state whether they were committed by organized bauds?

Answer. There is no doubt about that.

Question. Of persons in disguise ?

Answer. I understand that they are sometimes disguised, and sometimes they are

not very particular whether they have their disguises on or not.

Question. Hav<; any persons who have comniitteil offenses of this kind, in bands of

disguised men, been tried aud convicted iu yoiu- tHstrict, so far as you know?
Ansiver. Not one that I ever lieard of.

Question. Do you yourself feel a sense of personal security there?

Ansiver. I did not at one time.
Question. WJiy?
Answer. I felt very insecure, indeed.
Question. On what ground!
Answer. Because I had been a very active republican, engaged in building up the re-

publican party, and consequently was under the odium that generally attaches to

members of that ])arty.

Question. Has this species of terrorism and outrage had the effect of preventing a free

expression of political sentiments to any extent in your State ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not suppose yon could get a man, in that part of the country,

to go to that district and make a republican sjieech. It was only by the most strenuous

efforts that I could get Governor Smith aud Senator Warner to go there. I had mj-«elf

to go to the committee and tell them I intended to go home, and make no speech in tlie

campaign, for it would cost me my life, and I did not propose to do it unless I could

get some one to go along with me ; consequently I got them to go over there, and then

this row was organized for the purpose of breaking up the meeting and stopping the

canvass.
QueMion. To whai; extent is this sentiment shared by the leading white inhabitants ?

Answer. I think the leading men of the country, the good citizens, who aie ])roperty-

holders, are oi)p()sed to this tiling. I think that in the beginning they wjnked at it.

because they tLioiight it would ultimately result in the breaking down of the republi-

can ])arty ; but the thing has got too big for them now, and they cannot control it. I

thiulc they now regret this, about as much as anybody does, with the exception of a
few men, who are young men, and went into the confederate army, and have lost all

their property.
Question. If a sub-committee were to go into that portion of the county where these

outrages have been committed, would the leading whiter men there give them such aid

aud assistance as would enable them to ascertain who wei-e the guilty parties?

Answer. I think that extremely doul»tful.

Question. ^V<)uld there be any diliioiilty in procuring testimony of persons on the

ground, who had lieen victims of these outrages?
Answer. I think there would be.
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Question. From wliat cause ?

Answer. Because they kuow very well that if they were to go before a sub-committee
there, aud testify, the very moment that committee left they would be killed.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You say, "They kuow." Do you not meau that is your opiuiou?
Ansive7\ Of course; sir, that is what I meau.

By the Chairman :

Qitestioti. Can ]3roceedings be instituted there, with auy reasonable prospect of suc-
cess, against the parties who are committing these outrages in that portion of your State,
for the jiurpose of discovering and punishing them ?

Ansiver. I do not think they can be in Greene County, in Sumter County, or iu
Pickens County; I think that probably they might in some other counties.

Questio)}. Are there auy other couuties, in your district, in which the state of things
is as bad as you represent it to be in Greene county?

Answer. I think not, although the feeliugis very bitter, and I have heard of outrages
that have been committed in Pickens County, buit that was two years ago.

By Mr. Van Trump ;

Question. When you speak of " other couuties," do you mean couuties iu your dis-
trict or iu other parts of your State f

Ansiver. In my district.

By the Chairm^vn :

Question. Have any threats been made against you which led to the feeling of inse-
curity on yoiu- part, of which you have spoken f

Answer. I cannot say that there have been any threats made against me directly. I

have been notitied by gentlemen, who were friends, that I was in an uusafe situation
there. I have been notified by members of the democratic party that they thought it

would be better for me, at certain times, to go out of the county for a while. I have
a large family connection in the county, very large ; nearly half of those living iu my
iunnediate neighborhood in that countj^ are related to me, and they are about all dem-
ocrats.

Question. How recently have any notices of that kind been given to you ?

AnswtT. I received a letter of that description before I left here in the spring, though
I did not give nuich attention to it. The writer of the letter stated that it was thought
it would be very unsafe for me to come back to that part of the country. I thought
then that the man was exaggerating, though not intentionally, and I think so now.

Question. You did return I

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you experienced any molestation ?

Answer. No, sir, not a particle. I am of the opinion that the countrj^ there will be
net ; I hope so. I believe the country will now quiet down. I think the determina-

tion is to desist from any further whippings or burnings or murders ; I thiuk that is

the determination. But I believe that there are men there who are perfect desperadoes,
who have nothing to do except to go about, and who think it is a popular thing ip hound
a man because he is a republican. I thiuk a reijublican is frequently in danger of
being attacked b.y them. '

• .

Question. Is it your belief that the tone of public sentiment upon that subject among
the white population is changing ?

Answer. I think it is.

Question. Aud that they will assist in preventing these outrages in future?
A)iswer. I think so. I know I have received letters from some of the ablest men

belonging to that part^?^, some of the most .prominent men in my State, since I have
been home, iu which they say that these things shall stop ; that they shall go no fur-
ther; that they will use every effort they cau possibly bring to bear to j)ut a stop to
these things.-

Question. Was that the case six months or a year ago?
Ansiver. No, sir, it was not.

Question. What was the effect of this riot in Eut^awupon the attendance of voters at'

the last election ?

Answer. I carried the county of Greene by 2,600 votes when I was first a candidate
for Congress. There were then in that couutj' about 2,G00 negro voters, and about 800
white voters ; some few of the whites voted the republican ticket. At the last elec-
tion that county went democratic by 43 votes.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. The whites did not vote at all at the first election, did they?
Ansiver. Yes, sir, a great many of them did.
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By the Chairman :

Question. You say there were about 2,G00 reptiblicau voters and about 800 democratic
voters in that county ; that would make about 3,400 voters in the coiinty?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the total vote cast at the last election ?

Anstver. Pretty much the same as at the previous election, but the character of the
vote was changed.

Question. Was that done by the ordinary method of appealing to the reason of the
people, or was there any intimidation and violence to produce that effect ?

Answer. A great many negroes in the county did not vote at all.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. How came it then that there was no falling off in the aggregate vote ?

Ansicevi Because they had arranged all that thing previous to the election.

Question. You say there were as many votes in the aggregate at the last election as at

the previous election.

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I will say that at Union there were 248 republican and 54 demo-
cratic votes in one of the boxes at the first election, and at the last election there were
in the box, I believe, 12 or 15 democratic majority. The negroes did not vote at all,

and yet the same n;imber of votes were there. I have no positive proof of it, only I

have heard so.

By the CHAmrMAN

:

Question. You mean that the returns were made as if tJie full number of votes had
been cast '?

Answer. Yes, sir, precisely; I mean that there was nothing but fraud in the election;

that the whole thing was fraudulent. Now, to show the difference between the two
elections : In the box at the town where I live, Boligee, there were at the last election,

I think, 474 majority republican votes. That box and the box at Falkland and ,it

Mount Hebron were the only boxes in the county that gave a majority of republican
votes. The probate judge of that county stated to me before the election came off

that he did not^ake any interest in it ; that he thought the election was already held.

He was one of the super\isors of election.

Question. How are they appointed ?

Answer. Under the law the circuit clerk, the probate judge, and the sheriff are
supervisors of elections. The .sheriff', I think, made out the list of officers to hold the
elections, and appointed as such all democrats io the coxmty ; there was no reimbli-
can appointed at all. The democrats held the elections themselves and made the
returns. ,

Question. How many members of the State legislature are elected from that county?
Ansicer. Two members.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Who appointed the sheriff'?

Answer. The governor of the State.

Question. Who was the shei'iff"?

Ansicer. A ]Mr. White, and a very good man.
Question. 'Wna he a republican !

Answer. No, sir, a democrat.
(^'jteshon. Who was the probate judge?
Answer. Hon. A. K. Davis.
Question. Was he elected or appointed?
Answer. He was appointed.
Question. Who appointed him ?

Answer. Governor Smith.
Question. Was he a democrat ?

Answer. No, sir, he was a republican.
Question. Who was the other supervisor ?

Answer. I think it was a Mr. Smith, the circuit clerk ; he was appointed by the gov-
ernor and is a republican. But I understood from Judge Davis that these matters were
never submitted to him or to the circuit clerk, but the sherift" made out the appoint-
ments and sent them out, without consulting with them.

Question. Had he authority to do that under the law ?

Answur. I think not.

Question. You say there was a trial in Mobile of these rioters?
Answer. They did not try them, on account of the absence of some witnesses.
Question. The trial was to have been had ?

^

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who put off the trial ?

Answer. I think it was put off' by the United States Government.
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(?!^sfioH. For Tvant of witnesses?
Aiistcer. Yes, sir ; I think that was the reason.

Question. And no trial was had ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Who were indicted ?

Answer. I do not remember their names ; I never saw the indictment. I did not
make any affidavit myself ; I did not propose to have anything to do with it. I was
summoned before the grand jury as a witness, and went before the grand jury, but 1

did not testify.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many were indicted ?

Answer. I do not know how many ; I have understood that about twenty were in-

dicted.

By llr. Blair :

Question. Was ilr. Cockrell one of the witnesses? -;

'Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you say he was beaten ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Where ?

Ansiver. At Finch's ferry, about three miles from Eutaw, on his return from Mob: -e

;

he came up the Warrior Kiver on a steamboat.
Question. On his return trom Mobile ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; I have not seen Mr. Cockrell myself, but I understand that vras

the case ; I suppose everybody in the county will admit that.
' Question. Where does Mr. Cockrell live ?

Answer. In Eutaw ; he was a lawyer there.

Question. Do you think we could send a part of this committee down there and get
testimony in this case ?

Ansicer. I do not know as to that
;
probablj^ you could ; that is a matter you must

determine for yourselves.
Question. Would we not have a better oppoi-tunity to obtain the testimony there than

here '?

Answer. Yes, sir; I tliink so. I do not know that sending a committee down there
would do any good in the world

.

Question. Would it not do as much good as having a committee here ?

Answer. I do not know that it would do much good anywhere ; that is my opinion.

Question. The question I wanted to present to your mind distinctly was, whether,
in your opinion, we could not go there and have a better chance to get an exact idea
of the state of things there than we could get here, or in any place distant from here i

Ansiver. I think you could.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Why did not these witnesses go down to Mobile ?

Answer. I do not know the reason ; I suppose the main reason was because they did
not wish to appear against these men.

Question. Do you think they were afraid to go ?

Answer. I do not know that they were afraid ; but I think a great many there
thought it would do no good to have these men convicted ; others thought it would
probably be better to let the matter rest where it was ; the country was quiet, and
they thought it would be better to let it remain so.

Question. Did the great bulk of witnesses for the United States decline to go ?

Answer. I think only two declined to go ; Mr. Brown and myself.
Question. The rest went ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the reason I declined to go was this : I was summoned before the
grand jury of the county immediately after the riot. I went there and they asked Jne
some questions ; I said to them that I had been a candidate there at the time the row
had occurred, «S;c. ; that everybody was familiar with it; that there were plenty of

witnesses without me, and I did not desire to give any testimony at all in reference
to it. The grand jury determined to make me answer, and I declined to answer ; they
then sent me out to Judge Smith, who v/as holding the court. I told the judge that I

thought it best for the peace, quiet, and order of the county that I should have noth-
ing to say in reference to that riot, and that I did not j)ropose to say anything in refer-

ence to it. T told him that I wanted him to excuse me from testifying before the grand
jury. The solicitor of the county united with me in that request, and the judge ex-
cused me. I wish, however, to make this remark : it was said that I fired the first

shot. I say that I did not fire at all. It was published in the papers that I had fired

the first shot, and that there were five or six men who would swear that I did so. I

will simply state that that was not correct ; I did not fire a shot at all.
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By the Chairman :

Question, ^^^aat was the result of the inquiry before the graud jury?
Answer. I douot know ; I have never ascertained what the result was.
Question. Were any bills found against anybody ?

Ansivei: No, sir ; and probably for this reason : the United States marsha. appeared
there directly after the elections and arrested these men, and the case was transferred

from the court there to the United States court at Mobile. I presume that was the
reason why the matter was dropped iu the State courts in the county.

Question. Is there any difficulty in your county iu the administration of the law in

the case of ordinary criminal offenses, such as assault and battery, larceny, and offenses

of that kind, which arise in every community ?

Ansivei: As a genei'al thing there the law is administered so far as one class is con-
cerned. I do not know what they did with those men who whipped Mr. Cockrell. I

do not know that they were arrested or that anything was done about it. As a general
thing, though, when two negroes fall out and have a fight, or when two white men
fall out and have a fight, they are taken up and tried.

By Jlr. Blair :

Question. Did Mr. Cockrell know the men who beat him ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, very well ; I presume he does ; I understand he does.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is there any difficulty in the administration of the law in thfe case of crimi-

nal offenses where they have no connection with politics ?

Ansiver. I think not.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Who is this man Brown, the other witness who you say failed to attend at

Mo))il(^?

Ansiver. He is a young man who was iu the confederate army, and lost his leg at

Malvern Hill. He is a republican and a native of that couuty. '

Question. You say all the other witnesses appeared ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Could there not be any number of witnesses obtained there as to the fact^

of the case ? •

Answer. Any number, I presume.
Question. Then why was it necessary to postpone the case simply on the ground of

the absence of two witnesses ?

Answer. I presume it was on account of some testimony which Mr. Brown could give
in reference to this matter, and that no one else could give; I presume so; I do not
know.

Question. Is there any difficulty at all in trying these rioters in the court at Mobile ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. Or executing any decree of the court ?

Answer. None whatever, I think.

By Mr. Van Teusip :

Question. Then the trial was not put off on account of the absence of witnesses
generally, but simply because of the absence of two witnesses?

Answer. I think so.

By the Chairman :

Question. 1 understand you to say that it is your impression if things are left to time
and the operation of the laws now in existence, the strong probabilitj' is that there
will be no further disturbance in your State ?

A7tswer. That is my imjjression ; I hoi^e for that ; I think they are all tired of these
tilings; I know I am.

Question. When you say that, are we to understand you to mean that men %an go on
now and express their political sentiments there as freely as at any time heretofore,

v/ithout being called to account for it, or without incurring any danger of violence?
Answer. No, sir, I do not mean that. I do not think any man could go there and

make a republican sjieech without there being a riot.

Question. Then does the future peace and security of the State depend upon republi-

cans suppressing their sentiments and keeping entirely quiet ?

Answer. I think that has a great deal to do with it. I will explain more fully what
I mean. There will be no election there in the State for nearly two years. I think the
patient wants rest. I think if we just keep the military awaj^ from there and let

things alone as they are for the present, the people will probably see that it is betlier

to have peace and order all over the country ; and I think that is what they intend to
do ; at least I hope so.
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By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Do you mean to say that the quiet of the country dcpencls upon not arrest-

ing these offenders and not talking politics ?

Ansiver. I think that has a great deal to do with it. These men have already heen
arrested and carried to Mobile.

Question. You mean that the prosecution should not he i)ressed ?

Ansioer. Yes, sir.

Question. It depends upon those conditions ? .

Answer. I think so.

Question. In your opiflioil, what evil would result from the detection, trial, and con-
viction of the perpetrators of these political outrages ?

By Mr. Blair :

Question. I thought you expressed the oj)inion that general amnesty would do more
to quiet the country than anything else ?

Answer. I think so.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. I would like to have you auswer my question. What evil would result
from the arrest, trial, and conviction of the perpetrators of these outrages ?

Ansicer. I could not tell you. I have heard men say there that threats had been
made, that if these men were interfered, with in Mobile, the witnesses would be paid
up in cash account ; that was about the expression used. That is, if they went to
Mobile and these men were convicted aud sent to the penitentiary, they were given to
understand that the witnesses could not live in the country.

By the Chairman :

Question. Then I understand you as saying that the future security of the State
depends upon granting immunity and amnesty to these men who have committed out-
rages in the past, and upon the entire silence of the republicans in the future ?

Answer. I cannot say that. I say that I think the best course now, as things are
quiet there, is to let them remain so ; and probably by the time the next election comes
oft", in two years, republican views may bo tolerated there, aud men may be allowed to
make speeches wherever they please ; that is the idea I wish to convey, that they may
be allowed to express their sentiments wherever they please at the exjiiration of that
tiine.

Question. Does that convey the idea that there should be no proceedings against the
perpetrators of these outrages ; th.at they should be allowed to go unpunished ?

Answer. I do not go that far, because I thiulv the guilty ought to suffer punishment.
Question. What would be the result of i)roceedings agaiust them ? I do not mean

that you think that ought not to be done. But I wish to know whether I am to
understand you as saying that if prosecutions are carried on against these offenders
and they are brought to justice, the result will be
Answer. More trouble in the county ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I think so.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. I understood you to say that you thought there was a general determina-
tion on the part of the people there, except a few roughs, to have these things stoppe<l.
Do you mean to say that is upon the condition that none of these offenders shall be
prosecuted ?

Answer. 1 do not say that. I think the prosecution of these men, the conviction of
them, and the sending of them to the penitentiary, would stir up arbad feeling in that
section of the country.

Question. Do you iuean that the public opinion there in regard to having peace here-
after is based upon the condition that no prosecution should be had against these
criminals ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. Have you any evidence or facts upon which yon base that belief?
Answer. None, except that I believe the general sentiment of the people is in fovor of

having these cases dismissed.
Question. That might be the general sentiment and yet not be a condition ?

Atmver. I do not say they make any such bargain; but I think it would be best;
these are my views.

By Mr. Blair:

Questian. I desire to ask you in reference to the opinion you expressed of general
amnesty—amnesty for the offenses of the war, I presume yon mean ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. Would it do more to quiet tlie couutry thau anythiug else ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. Upon wliat do you base that opinion ?

Answer. There are a great many aspiring men in Alabama, as there are everywhere
else. They have been kept down under disabilities. They want to have a chance to

occupy official positions ; that is something that is in the linLii;ni heart, it is the senti-

ment of ambition. These men think if they could get back into Congress— in otlur

words, they wish to be placed upon an equality with all the jieople of the country.

Question. Is not that a very natural sentimeni ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. Is it not a very unnatural thing to hold men responsible for that about
which they have nothing to say ?

Ansiver. They do have something to say.

Question. How ?

Ansiver. They have a vote ; there is not a single man disfranchised from voting.

,
Question. They are disqualified.

Answer. From holding office under the Government of the United States.

Question. And laboring under this disqualification, they are not on an equality with
their fellow-citizens ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Therefore they cannot take any position in politics, and ought not to be
held responsible for those who may take a position in politics.

Answer. Do you mean to say that they ought not to be held responsible for outrages ?

Question. Ought to be held responsible foi-'-their own acts, but not to be called upon
to exert an influence, when they are not allowed to hold a position.

Ansiver. I think it is the duty of every citi/.en of the Government of the United
States to do what he can to suijpress violence in any community in which he lives.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Would you not consider the mere right of voting as a very poor compensa-
tion for a disqualification from holdiug office ?

Answer. I was a major in the confederate army ; I went into the war and fought the

best I knew" how ; I came out and accepted the situation, and I think I can live under
the Government.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. But you had your disabilities removed ?

Ansivei'. After I came out of the war.
Question. And yon found yourself in a condition to accept office ?

Answer. No, sir, I did not desine any office.

Question. I am not asking you as to your desire; but you found yourself in a condi-

tion to accept it?

Answei: I did not ask for the removal of my disabilities ; they were removed under
a general bill.

"Question. Was there any general bill removing disabilities from the i>cople of

Alabama ?

Answer. There was a general bill removing disabilities from all persons in Alabama
who took part in framing the convention under the reconstruction acts.

Question. Removing the disabilities from certain persons ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And you were among that number ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chai«man :

Question. Is it the opinion of those men who nro disqualified by the constitutional

amendments that their disqualifications can best be removed by disregarding the

rights of other people ?

Answo: No, sir ; I do not say that.

Question. How do you connect these proceedings, then, with the existence of those

disqualifications ?

Answer. I think the i^eople of the State desire these disqualifications removed.
Question. Those who were under disabilities ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do not the mass of people of the State desire that to be done ?

Answer. Of course they do ; I do not think there is anybody in the State of Alabama
of any party opposed to the removal of political disabilities ; there are but very few, at

any rate. '

'
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By the Chairman :

Question. Has the existence of these political disabilities anything to do with the
causing of these outrages 1

Answer. I think it has.

Question. Do you mean that the men laboring under these disqualitications prompt
these outrages as a/ means of bringing about amnesty to themselves ?

Anstver. 'No, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You mean that if their disabilities were removed they would exert an
iiifluence which they do not now feel called upon to exei't ?

Ansiver. I think if these men were relieved from their disabilities they would make
better citizens of the Government than they are Avitli the disabilities resting upon,them,
because they would then feel that they were upon a j)olitical equality with all their

fcUow-ci^izens.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. And they feel it particularly severely when the colored race is put over
them politically ?

Aiis^cer. I think they have had a great deal to do with that thing themselves.
Question. Originally they had ?

Anstver. They refused to have offices under the Goverumenjt, and allowed these men
to come in and take them, and now they are mad because they cannot get them.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Do you mean to say that if conviction were had upon the testimony of wit-

nesses, and punishment should follow the conviction, the friends of those convicted
would retaliate upon the witnesses, and in that way produce disturbances ?

Answer. I can only say what I have heard, and that is that the rumor in the country
generally is that if men go before that court and testify in regard to these rioters, and
they are convicted, vengeance would be wreaked upon witnesses. I judge that from
the very fact that Mr. Cockrell did go there as a witness, and was beaten as soon as ho
returned, and nearly killed.

Question. With such a sentiment existing in the community as that, is not the pro-

gress ofjustice retarded ?

Ansiver. I think so.

Question. That applies to these political offenses ; I understand you to say it does not
apply to ordinary offenses, such as assault and battery, &c.

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Could a republican meeting be held in Eutaw for the discussion of political

questions in quiet ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. If an election should be ordered by youi- legislature for any j)urpose, within
the next six months, and a canvass should begin, is it likely that the i^resent state of

qaiet would continue "?

Ansiver. You could not get a man to be a candidate on the republican side of the
question in Greene County.
' Question. He would be afraid ?

Ansiver. Of course he would.
Question. And yoiu- hope is that the two years without an election will work a change

in public sentiment ?

Answer. That is my opinion.

Question. That is, if all that is past shall be allowed to rest, and nobody be punished
for it ?

Ansiver. I think so.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You say that this man Cockrell was beaten because he went down to Mo-
bile as a witness ?

Ansiver. That is the general impression in the county.
Question. There was an examination here last winter, and some seventy or eighty

witnesses were examined before this committee. There was an examination of wit-

nesses in regard to Tennessee a year or t\^ ago in Congress. I believe thei'c has been
for the last four years a sort of chronic examination of witnesses about affairs in tht^

Southern States. Now, have you ever heard of any other witness but Cockrell being
injmed for testimony that he has given f

Answer. For testimony that he has given before Congress ?

Question. Did you ever hear of any witness in any examination that has taken place

while you were in Congress—I suppose there must have been four or live hundred wir-

nesses altogether—have you heard of any one of them being injured ?

Answer. There were none of them from my State ; I have never heard of any being
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interfered with in North Carolina, or in any other State from whence witnesses have
Ijeen summoned here.

Question. Do you not know that there was a great point made in, both Houses of Con-
gress last year, and great apprehension expressed by Senators and Representatives that

our proceedings should be kept secret lest these witnesses should be disturbed ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That pretext was set up ?

"Answer. Yes, su-.

Question. You recollect that ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Now, the testimony has been published by the authority of Congress, and
it has gone back home where these witnesses live. Have you ever heard of any wit-

ness being disturbed for what he has testiiied to ?

Answer. I have never heard of it ; I have not paid any particular attention to North
Carolina.

Question. And this is the solitary case of a witness being disturbed ?

Answer. This happened but shortly since.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. I understand you to say that the bare fact of a witness coming into court

and testifying would not call retaliation upon him ; but if the offender should be con-

victed and punished upon that testimony, then retaliation would follow ?

Answer. That is my opinion.

Question. The mere investigation would not call retaliation upon a witness, while

the punishment of the offender would ?
'

,

Answer. Yes, sir ; and the simple fact that Cockrell went to Mobile as a witness,

although he gave no testimony, brought down upon him a sound beating as soon as he

got back.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. How do you know that ?

Answer. I judge so from what I have heard.

Question. You do not know that from your own knowledge—you do not know that he

was beaten from your own knowledge ?

Answer. No, sir; but it is generally conceded by every one there, democrats and
republicans.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have you ever heard it denied?
Anstvcr. No, sir.

By Mr. Vax Tuump :

Question. Are you a practicing attorney ?

Answer. No, sir ; I am a planter.

Question. Have you never heard, in regard to cases in courts, of witnesses having
been maltreated and injured for the testimony they have given ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. I am a planter by occupation, and have had very little

to do with law.

By Mr. Stevexson :

Question. I understand you to say that you are a native of Alabama ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I was born and raised within a mile of where I now live.

Question. You were in the confederate army ?

Answer. I was. 1

Question. Did you hold any office before the war ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. Then you were really imder no disabilities?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. I see it stated here in the " Congressional Directory " that the vote in your
district at the last Congressional election was for yourself, 18,373, and for your oppo-
nent, 16,540 ; is that correct ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and my majority at the election before that was about 16,000.

(litestion. Was there a full vote at the election in 1868 ?

Answer. I do not think there was.
Question. The nunibtu- of republican voters was about the same in both elections ?

Answer. Yes. sir ; about the same. In the first contest a great many there would not
vote at all. The democratic party nominated as their candidate one who had been a
general in the Federal Army, but many of the people would not vote for him. I had
been in the confederate army, and although I was nominated by the republicans, a
great many voted for me.

Question! The Eutaw riot occurred during the last election ?
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Answer. Yes, sir. I know that a republican speecli was not made in Pickens County.
I think Senator Warner made a speech of about half an hour in Tuscaloosa County. "^I

think no republican speech was made in Bibb County. I think Governor Smith made
a speech in Shelby County. The counties of Tuscaloosa and Pickens ^tere not can-
vassed, for the simple reason that we could not canvass them.

Question. How was the vote in those counties?
Auiiiver. It was a very large democratic vote.
question. Was there much change from the republican to the democratic side?
Ansu-er. I think there were 168 republican votes given in all Pickens County ; while

at the ]?.st election I carried it by about 400 votes.
Question. You carried Greene County in 18G8 by a large majority ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; about 2,200.
Question. And in 1870 it went democratic ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do the democrats there still express their political sentiments: do they still
electioneer freely ?

Ansiuer. Of course they do.

Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871.

Hon. WILLARD WARNER sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what part of the State of Alabama do jon reside ?

Ansu-er. I reside at Montgomery, the capital of the State.
Question. Have you within the last year or two been through any considerable por-

tion of that State ? K so, will you go on and give us the facts that have come undei-
your observation so far as they relate to the execution of the laws, and the safety of
the lives and property of the citizens of tlie State?
Aimver. I have Avithin thdpast year been pretty generally over the State. During

the campaign of last fall I was through the whole of the northern and middle re-ions
of the State. 1 was in some twentj^-five or thirty counties of the State. At other
times I have been all over the State. I believe I have been in every county in the
State. Your question is a very general one, and somewhat difScult to answer.

Question. You say that during the last year you were through the western and north-
ern counties of the State ?

Answer. The western, northern, and middle counties. I was in Selma, Talladega
Huntsville, Decatur, Tuscumbia, Florence, Moulton, Courtland, Demopolis, Livingston!
Eutaw, Tuscaloosa, and other important towns.

Question. If, during that time, any facts came under your observation which will
throw light upon the question I have put to you concerning the execution of the laws
and the security of life and property, please state what they are.

Answer. I will say, generally, that up to about the 20th of October last the canvass,
so far as I was engaged in it or saw it, was a very quiet and peaceable one. I saw
nothing during my cauvass in North Alj\bama but what was peaceable and quiet. In
aU'that region of country, although many of the places I then visited for the Jirst time.
I was treated with as much courtesy as I could expect or wish. The meetings were ali
quiet and peaceable

; at most of them we had discussions ; we invited disciission al-
ways. I was canvassing, of course, as a repubhcan, and for the republican State ticket
1 was accompanied part of the time by Judge Rice, and part of the time by Governor
Smith—sometimes by both. We everywhere invited discussion ; we invited our demo-
cratic friends to bring forward their representative men, such as they would be respons-
ible for, to discuss the issues before the people. At verv many places they did so, and
the discussions in the meetings were all friendly and kind, with nothing more of sharp-
ness or acerbity than one would witness in any Northern State, or sometimes here in
Congress. Until I reached Demopolis I saw no exhibition of violence or of unusual
feeling. When I reached Demopolis I made a speech there to a very quiet audience.
After the meeting was over, as 1 was passing from the stand across the street, a gen-
tleman whose name I do not recollect, a lawyer there and a democrat, whom I had
met and been introduced to in the morning, and with whom I had had a very pleasant
conversation, mounted on a box at the corner of a store, or on a porch, and called tome by name to stop and hear him make a democratic speech. I replied, " Certainly, I
will be very glad to hear you." He had his hat on, and began by saying that he did
not take otf his hat to anybody except to liis God and to the legitimate governor of the
State

;
that he did not take it oif to his carpet-bag and scalawag inferiors. I thouo-ht

that was not a very mild response to my acceptance of his invitation to stop and listen
to him

;
but I did not take any notice of it, and, started to pass on. One of the party

who was with me, the republican senator from that county, at once made a pretty tart
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rei'ly, and there seemed to be a chance for a difificnlty. I said to him that he had bet-
ti r taliB no notice of it, but j^ass along. There -was nothing more occurred there. We
v.cut over to Livingston, in Snmter County, in the western part of Alabama; that is,

Governor Smith, ex-Governor Parsons, and myself. We went to the court-house there
and held a meeting. Governor Smith spoke first. He was a great deal interrupted,
and a great many insulting remarks were made, but no violence was done him, how-
ever. He spoke from the door of the court-house. While he was speaking, a man
came up and stood by him a jiortion of the time with a large knife in his hand, drawn.
Other men came in with revolvers on their persons. One man in particular several
times passed out by him, and pushed out through the crowd in front of him, although
there were other doors of the court-house open throngh which he could have gone. He
came in in the same way, very much to the interruption of the governor ; he walked up
to him while speaking, and took up the glass of water which was on the stand, and
asked him if he did not want a drink of water. The man who stood in the doorway
opposite the governor had a very large pocket dirk-knife in his hand, which he held
in a brandishing way

;
part of the time he held it behind his back. I watched him

closely, as I thought he was perhaps in liquor, and might attempt violence. I moved
my chair up close to him, so as to be within reach of him, and gave him to understand
that I was watching him. He then moved across on the other side of the hall and sat
down. I walked across the hall, intending to give him to uuderstand that I was
watching his movements. I took out a cigar and asked him for a match, which he
gave me. Du'ectly two or three more men came in immediately behind the governor,
and sat there, armed with revolvers in sight, and interrupted him by remarks, though
they did not offer any violence. I walked back to one of them—the ugliest looking
customer there—offered him a cigar, and asked him if ho had a match. He took the
cigar, gave me a match, and after awhile sauntered out. After Governor Smith got
through. Governor Parsons followed. He was interrupted a great deal, but no violence
was offered to him. I spoke after him, and was not insulted or interrupted. It began
to rain, and we adjourned the meeting and went over to the hotel. After we had been
thefe a little while four or five young men came over and inquired for Burton, the re-

publican candidate for lieutenant governor, who was with us. One man walked up to
him and wanted to know if he was the editor of the Demopolis Republican, and he
answered that he was. It was evident, from the man's manner, that ho was in liquor,

and intended some violence ; his comrades there seemed to imderstand that. I stepped
up by the side of Burton, when a counade of the man—I was told that his name was
Reno—came up and took him away. Burton then went into the house, and went up
stairs. I went into a lower room—the ofiice or reception-room of the tavern. Perhaps
twenty of these young men came in after me. I remained there alone with them, for

Governor Smith, Governor Parsons, and Mr. Burton had gone up stairs. I remained
with them some time. They made some slight remarks, aud I walked around among
them and looked at them. They said that they thought candidates ought to treat.

Finally they dropped out one by one, aud went oft'. After awhile four or live came
back, and again inquired for Burton. The landlady came up stairs and said that some
men wanted to see Mr. Biu'tou. She Avas crying, and said, "I hope you will not go
down ; I think they want to kiU yon, or do you some violence ; they are in liquor, and
I wish you would not go down." I said to Burton, " You stay here, and I will go down
and see them." The landlady said, " No ; if anyV)ody goes down there will be trouble."
She said that she would tell them that Burton was not there. Finally the young men
went oft". I was unarmed ; my usual habit is to go unarmed. I asked Burton if he
was armed, for I was satisfied that they mearft violence to him. He said he had a con-
pie of Derringers in his pocket. I said to him, " They may assault you as we go to the
depot

;
you had better give me one of them." He did so, and I put it in my pocket.

Toward evening wo went to the depot without being disturbed at all. From there Ave

went over to Eutaw, in Greene County. Governor Smith, Governor Parsons, aud my-
self were advertised to speak there at a republican meeting. The next morning we
saw posters calling a democratic meetiug for the same day, announcing that several of
the leading men of the State, the democratic candidate for governor, the chairman of
the State committee, I think ex-Governor Watts, and I think one or two others of the
leading men, would speak there. I knew very well that they were not there, but were
engaged (^Isewhore; that it was impossible for them to be there. I told several of my
friends lliat that was unfortunate; that it Avas aA'cry significant fact that they should
c;ill a tleniocratic meetiug on the same day with the republican meeting in a county
like that, and in the then excited state of ]iublic feeling. I said I thought it AA'as in-

tended to make difficulty, or if not intended, that that would be the effect of it. I

expressed that same opinion to the sherifi", and said that I thought no prudent, avcU-

meaning man, hoAA-cA'^er devoted to his party he iliight be, AA'ould call opposing political

meetings in a county like Greene upon the same day. I noticed by the posters that
the democrats from all the adjoining counties Avcro iuA'ited to come in. But GoA'ernor
Smith sent for the sheriff and for General Crawford, who Avas in command of the troops
iu the State. The State w^as macje into a military district, and General CraAvford Avas
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in coiumaud of tlio district, and was there iu Eutaw at the time. The governor, the

sherilf, General Crawford, and myself had an interview together. Some of the older

citizens, like Judge Miller, who was before the committee yesterday, and Governor
Parsons, who knew the peojile there very well, stated that there was going to be difti-

cnlty. I replied that I hoped not. They said they knew the people better than I did ;

that there was a riot iu coutemjjlation there ; that the intention was to break up our
meeting. We expressed these fears to the sheriff. He said there were a great many
young men there, and that they had been drinking. I noticed, as I walked about, a large

number of young men all armed, most of them showing revolver's in i^laiu sight ; they
vreve gathered about the saloons. The sheriff said that he could keep the peace. Gov-
ernor Smith asked him if he wanted the troops to assist him ; there was one company
of United States troops, under the command of Major Leighton, encamiied iu the out-

skirts of the town. The sheriff said he did not want them to assist him. Some one of

the party said that there were evident indications of a disposition to mi<ke trouble

there that day, and asked the sheriff if he had not better have the troops. The sheriff

said, " No ; the bringing of the troops in here might be construed into a provocation

—

might irritate the people; keep the troops out of sight, and I will be responsible for

the peace. I will keep it, or die iu the attempt ;" that was his language. " I have a
hundred men here that I have sworn iu as deputy sheriffs; they are sober men, and I

can depend upon them." It was evident from his conversation, from the fact that he
had sworu iu a hundred men, that he himself was apprehensive of difficulty. It was
decided not to bring in the troops. We then concluded to invite the democrats to a
discussion. A committee was appointed to wait upon their leading men, inviting

friendly discussion. Judge Miller, Congressman Hays, aud S. W. Cockrell were desig-

luvted as our committee.
The Chairman. We have had a pretty full statement .from Judge Miller in reference

to that invitation.
The Witness. I have here the original note of invitation, together with the reply

from the democratic committee.
The Chairman. You can go on aud state it.

The Witness. The invitation, signed by Judge Miller, Mr. Hays, and Mr. Cockrell,

was as follows

:

" Eutaw, Odder 25, A. D. 1870.

" To the President of the Democratic Cluh :

" We propose to appoint a committee of two to meet a committee of two from your
party, to arrange the terms of discussion for the day, to meet immediately at the cir-

cuit clerk's office.
" WM. MILLER.
'•CHAELES HAYS.
" S. W. COCKRELL."

To that invitation the following reply was sent

:

" Gentlemen : In answer to your note of this date, we, the committee appointed
by the president of the Democratic and Conservative Council of Greene County, are

instructed to say, that we do not consider the questions in the present political canvass
debatable, either as to men or measures ; and that we, therefore, in behalf of the

democratic aud conservative party of Greene Couuty, decline auv discussion whatever.
''J. J. JOLLY,
"J. G. PIERCE,

" Com7nittee.
<' Eutaw, Octoier 25, 1870."

Receiving that reply, we then proceeded to the court-house. The democrats had
organized their meeting on one side of the court-house, speaking from a stile there

was there. Upon consultation with the sheriff' of the county, who was a democrat,
we concluded to go to the other side of the court-house, entirely out of their way, and
organize our meeting. I suggested to the sheriff' that he had better clear the court-

house, and either guard or close all the doors but that from which we spoke. I was
really apprehensive of difficulty, of danger, of extreme violence. He said ho would clear

the court-house and give us possession of it, and let us speak from the doors, so that

we would-be in no danger except from the front. He failed or was unable to do so.

A party of these young men Avere in the court-house, and ho could not or would, not
clear tlaem out. These young men were about us and urging us to speak. They
seemed to think that we would abandon the meeting. They got around me aud said,
" Go on, General, and speak." We set a table out in front of the window of the office

of the circuit clerk, Captain Smith, who was a friend. We told him to lock his door
aud keep it locked, and to stay inside, so that v/hatever danger there should be would
he iu front. I got upon the 'little table (it was about three feet sq^uare) and com-
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menced speaMng. I spoke, I suppose, for an hour. I made, I thiuk, sncli n. speech
as I always make—kind, conciliatory, with nothing in it that would give ot^

fense to any one. I was interrupted a great deal, and insulted many times.

And here allow me to say that the town of Eutaw is the only place in the State where I

have been seriously interrupted or insulted. Except there, I never received a personal
insult in the State ; in fact, I never had an individual come up to me and make insulting
remarks at any other place. I never was interrupted iu^ meeting in any other place in

the State except by some drunken man on the outskkts of the crowd, who might cry
out, " That is a damned lie," or something of that sort. But here there were about 2,000

men, I suppose ; of that number I suppose 1,800 were colored men. Perhaps 10 or 15

of tlie whites were republicans, and the rest of them were democrats, mostly young
men, and all armed

;
you could see the arms on uiost of them. They gathered on the

right and left of the stand, at the corners of the court-house, and made a great deal of

interruiition, so that it was very difficult for me to speak. I kept my temper, however,
and finally concluded my remarks. While I was speaking one of these young men
climbed uj) on the table beside me, sat in the window right behind my back, almost
touching me, and, finally, got into Captain Smith's room. I felt quite apprehensive
during the time I was speaking that some of these men might attempt some violence

;

but no violence was offered. After I got through Governor Parsons spoke; hp was
treated in about the same way. He made a very kind speech : I remember that he ex-

tolled General Lee very highly. After he got through, the white men there, the demo-
crats, made a call for Hays, who is the member^of Congress from that district and
lives in that county. He was present with his little child five or six years old. It had
previously been understood between Mr. Hays and myself that he should not speak, as

the feeling against him in the countj' was stronger than against any of the rest of us

;

he said he did not desire to speak. But when Governor Parsons got off the stand, a
number ot^he young men, democrats, called out for Hays by a general shout. I said to

Hays—I do not know that he heard me, there was so much noise—"Do not get up
there." He got up on the stand; I Avas sitting with my hand resting on the little

table ; he said afterward that he got up there simply to thank them and" to adjourn the
meeting. When he got up there these young men raised a tremendous howl, almost
deafening. He stood there, with his hat behind him in his hand, perhaps half a minute,
waiting for the howling to subside. The republicans, the colored men, were standing
still, not saying a word. I sat inside on the table. Suddenly a man standing there

reached up and caught Jlr. Hays by the arm or by the coat and jerked him violently,

either pulling hinv^off the table or obliging him, perhaps, to jumji off' the table to save
himself from falling. Thereupon the sheriff' seized the man, caught him by the

shoulders, and took him rather violently into the court-house hall, as I thought in good
faith. As he went into the court-house these white young men disappeared from both
sides of the stand; those on the left' ran into the hall, and those on the right ran into

the coiut-house ; I thought at the time it was for the pm-pose of rescuing this man.
But within a moment; shots were fired ; i)erhaps it was hardly a moment before the

first shot was fired. I heard them from the left, just over my shoulder from the wiiidow.

The table was standing by the window ; the shots were fired just over my slionlder. I

had not got out of my seat, but turned around and saw n man come out of the court-

house hall and level a pistol at the negroes, who had turned and fied at the iirst fire.

He fired and cocked and fired again, at a distance perhaps of fifteen feet from .the

negroes. I caught up the papers in my liands and walked very deliberately to the

pight, in order to get out of the way of- the firing. There came around from the right-

hand side of the court-house a pretty good line of men, thirty or forty, I should

think. They came around all together, aud formed a tolerable line across from
the corner of the court-house to the fence, and commenced firing on tlie negroes,

who had broken down the court-house fence and Avere fieeing away as fast as they
could. These men cocked their revolvers and fired iipou them as rapidly as they
could. I looked at them for a moment, and then walked up to them as they were
tiring. I saw some colored men falling on the grass and then scrambling up and
moving off'. I walked up tq these men and held up my hand in a deprecating manner,
and said, " For God's sake, stop this." One of them wlio was nearest to mo turned
around and cast a kind of defiant but yet somewhat surprised look at me. One of

them leveled his pistol upon us. Governor Parsons, Mr. Brown, and myself; he was
standing about the length of this table distant from us. He leveled his pistol at Gov-
ernor Parsons. The Governor said, " For God's sake don't shoot at mo; I have done
yon no harm." The crowd stopped firing and tinned their jrttention to uS. Just at

that instant the sheriff' came around with his arms spread out and said, "Stop this;

stop this!" 1'he man stopi^ed for a moment aud seemed to bo deliberating whether he
should shoot Parsons. He then vsaw Mr. Hays on my right; turning a little to one
side to avoid me, he threw his pistol down upon Hays and Mr. Brown, who Avere both
together, and tried to shoot them. They both sprang behind me ; I saw them getting

behind me, and squatting on the ground to aAoid his fire. By that time the negroes

had been driven out of the .court-house yard and across the street, Avhere they had
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stopped and tiirned, and began to fire back ; a few were firing back. Just at that
moment I heard somebody call out, " Boys, hold your fire !" The firing then ceased. I

started and walked out through the crowd right among them. I supjiose there were
forty or fifty of them all standing there with their revolvers in their hands, smoking,
as they had been firing.

Question. Did you understand that cry to be addressed to the negroes or to the white
men?

Aiisicer. To the white men ; the negroes were too far oif ; it was addressed to the
thirty or forty white men in the court-house yard. He cried out, " Boys, hold your
fire."' I walked out through the crowd deliberately. Just as I was getting out of the
crowd somebody from behind struck at me and knocked my hat off; I just felt the
blow on my head, but I could not tell who it was, for when I turned around his hands
were dropped, Avhoever it was. I guess it was pretty lucky I did not know, for the
blow aroused me a great deal and I am afraid I should have lost my self-possession. I
turned around to pick uji my hat, when auother man kicked it ; then another kicked
it ; and then the whole crowd one after another played foot-hall with it, and kicked it

across the yard. I started back to get it, when a man by the name of Duulap, a dem-
ocrat, who seemed to be in accord with the party there, walked up to me and took me
by the arm in a friendly sort of way, and said, " General, you had better get away from
here, or you will get hurt." I said, " I want my hat first." I turned back to get it,

when somebody brought it to me. Dunlap walked by my side half way across the
street, and then left me, and I went to the hotel. In a few moments I saw the troops
come on to the ground. However, before I got to the hotel, as I walked across the
street, I heard a man say, I saw him. " Boys, form a line across the street." They
turned and formed a line across the street at right angles to the impromptu line which
they had formed when they first fired on the negroes. Just as I got to the hotel the
trooiJS came up between the negroes and these men who were firing, and there the
matter stopped. That was all that I saw of the affair myself, esceiiting that as we
"were walking away from the hotel to go down the street with Mr. Cockrell for the pur-
Ijose of staying at his house that night, I saw some negroes hauling away a wounded
man on a clray. That is, I saw one man within the shafts of the dray, and there was a
wounded man lying on the dray, which this man was- iiulling down the street. I was
walking down with Governor Smith and governor Parsons. I stepped out into the street

and asked the man what was the matter ; he said the man had been shot in the riot. I saw
a bullet-hole in his thigh; his thigh was broken. I asked him if he could not get any-
body to take him aN\'ay ; he said no, that all were afraid to help. I gave him SSIO, and
told him to send for a physician and to hire somebody to help him otf. We then went
down and staid all night with Mr. Cockrell. We left in the morning and took the train

at 5 o'clock to go tlown to York, on the Sehua and Meridian Eaih'oad, intending to go
back to Sehna. We had been advertised to speak at Tuscaloosa on the second day
afterward ; but we had all concluded that it would be very dangerous to go there ; that
it would be at the most imminent risk of our lives to do so, and that we had better not
go. I adhered to the idea of going for awhile, but they finally prevailed uj)on me to

give it up, and I went with them as far as York station. When I got down there I

changed my mind, and told them I was going back to Tuscaloosa whatever the conse-

quences might be. I went back alone ; none of our party went with me. I went back
to Eutaw the day after the riot, and took dinner there. I saw this mau Duulap sitting

across the street in front of a saloon, and recognized him as the mau wlio had come up
to me the day before. I walked over to him and asked him if his name was Dunlap.
He said it was. I said, " You came up to me yesterday and took my arra and asked
me to come away." He said, " Yes," and seemed to be somewhat surprised. I said,

"I recognized that as a friendly act, and I want to ack6wledge it as such." He said,

"You were in great danger." I said, " I suppose you thought so ; at anj- rate I recog-
nize it as a friendly act, and want to thank you for it." I went to Tuscaloosa and we
held a very quiet meeting there the nest day.

Question. How many persons were wounded at that Eutaw meeting?
Ansicer. We have no means of knowing ; the crowd scattered at once and the

wounded men were carried off". I have no means of knowing certainly ; I only know
what I have heard from others. Mr. Hays has told me that from the best information
he could get, iiicking up information from negroes and others there, there were some
fifty-four wounded, of Avhom some three or four, I thiuk he said, had since died. This
man whom I saw with his thigh broken I understand aiterwards died.

Question.* You say you had a peacettil meeting at Tuscaloosa ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I may say here that two years before I had been at this same town
of Eutaw, and had been prevented by a mob from speaking. I be^an makiug a very
quiet speech upon old whig points, and was interrupted by a lot of armed men in my
front, who said that no damned Yankee should speak there. One mau said, "God*
damn him, his coat-tail is too short ; " another man swore that no man who wore a plug
hat should speak in Eutaw ; another man said that no damned Yankee sliould speak
there. After trying to reason with them, I finally had to give it up. It was the first
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time I had ever been obliged to yield my freedom of speech, and I felt that I would
rather be killed right there on the stand than to abandon it ; I felt it Avas very much
like running away from battle in time of war. Finally I satisfied my own self-respect

by saying that I was in the hands of the local committee, and would abide by their

decision. They agreed to give up the meeting. In Eutaw the mob expressed their

willingness to hear Hays, who was a resident of the county, but said they would not
hear me. That was in 1868. I went to Tuscaloosa a day or two afterwards, and there
the famous Ryland Randolph, who was the editor of a celebrated paper there, with
some others, interrupted Hays while he was trying to speak, and prevented him from
doing so. They said they were willing I should speak, for they did not expect any-
thing better from me than to be a republican ; but for a native Southern mau to be a
republican was more than they would stand. I declined to speak unless they would
let Hays speak also. Some of the citizens, among others the president of the Seymour
and Blair club, came to me and said, " Our people want to hear you speak." William
R. Smith, who was at one time a member of Congress, and Mf. Jamison, both came to

me and said, " We want you to speak here : you can do so." I will say that while they
were interrujiting Mr. Hays this president of the Seymour and Blair club got up aiul

appealed to the mob to let Mr. Hays speak. He said, " He has a right to speak
;
you

are doing your cause more harm by acting in this way than he can do it." But they
would not"allow him to speak. They came to me to speak, for they did not want it to

go abroad that a United States Senator could not speak there. I said to them, " This
mob is as much yotu" master as it is mine

;
you cannot control it. If j-ou will get up

here and say that' I have as much right to speak as you have, that you will stand by
me, and that the man who insults me insults you, I will sxieak." They would not take
that stand. Finally, however, I said I would speak if Mr. Hays had no objection ; but
the sheriff of the county sent up word not to speak, for they would kill me on the

stand, and I finally gave it up. The last time I went over there I was alone, and spoke
for perhaps two and a half or three hours. Mr. Randolph was there at that time, and
some twenty or thirty leading democrats, who remained there most of the time, and
listened attentively to my speech. Mr. Randolph remained there a part of the time,

and listened very attentively to me. After that, during the remainder of the canvass,

so far as I saw, it was very quiet.

Question. Was this the only portion of the State of Alabama in which persons were
not free to express their political sentiments ou either side, let them be what they
may? '

.

Ansicer. I may say that I never have been interfered with at any point except Eutaw.
I have canvassed the State three times, and have never been interfered with at any
other place. But there are a great many counties in the State, and always have been,

where it has beeji regarded that any republican coming there to make speeches does it

at personal peril. I think now that any man—any republican—who should go into

the counties of Greene, Sumter, Choctaw, Pickens, Fayette, or Washington to make a
republican speech would do it at great personal risk of his life.

Question. Upon what do you base that belief?

Answer. From personal observations in Greene County, in Sumter County, and in

Pickens County, of the temper of the people there ; from the many outrages which I

am satisfied from the testiiftouy of others have been committed ; from the tone and
temper of the papers published in those districts ; and from the uniform testimony of

republicans who have been in those counties, and who live in them.
Question. Does that result from the general intolerance of republican sentiment

among the mass of the people, or is it because of the fact to which you alluded in

reference to Tuscaloosa—the inability to control the mob element in those counties?

Ansu-er. I think the newspaper editors and the democratic politicians are mainly re-

sponsible for the extremely bitter and intolerant feeling whi^h prevails toward repub-

licans in the State ; and that out of the feeling which grows from their bitter news-
paper articles and their inllammatory siieeches on the stump and in conversation, flow

these acts of violence. I think that in Greene County—whicli, as I am perfectly satis-

fied, is entirely under the control of the mob, where the law is as i^owerless as it possi-

blv can be to punish anybody for offenses of this character—I think that even in that

coimty there is a large body, perhaps not a majority, though possibly tlK-re may be a

majority, of the solid people of the county who disapprove of these things, and would
be <'lad' to see the law rigorously enforced and these desperadoes brouglit to punish-

ment. But they are as much afraid of the mob as we are. Many of their men, men
of character, will sit down and talk with me, and deplore all this. They will some-

times warn republicans of danger and say, "Don't use my name ; my life would not be

worth a cent if I were kno\yn in this matter." They are afraid of the vengeance of

tiic mob, and they are afraid to take any steps to put it down. Tlie bitterness of their

utterances is pretty well illustrated by a little incident that occurred on the cars one

day as I was traveling. A young lawyer of Shelby County, a man of ability and edu-

cation, whom I had met, came and sat down by me. He expressed a feeling of kind-

ness tome personally, but speaking of Governor Parsons, he said, "Damn him; he
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oiiglit to be hung/' I said to him, "See here, young niau, yoii have character and po-
sition and office in yonr county

;
you do not believe what you have just said, and you

would not be one of a party to hang Governor Parsons ; but you make that remark,
and the mob. when they get drunk, go and carry it into execution ; that is the way the
thing is done." He rei:)lied, " I know that is wrong." Now that is a fair illustration

of it. I will give you another one. I heard the chairman of the democratic State
committee last fall, when Governor Smith was making a perfectly legal contest for his
place as governor, and thought he was in danger and .called for some troops, I heard
the^ chairman of the State committee, who was a man of ability and a lawyer, say, iu

a speech which he made right vmder my window at the hotel, "Governor Smith is in
no danger ; he need not call for the troops, but he knows he ought to be killed, and
therefore he is afraid." Now, when leaders make such remarks as those, the mob, when
they are inflamed with liquor, will carry them into execution and think they are doing
right.

Question. Have there been any prosecutions in any of these counties, of which you
have spoken, against persons for offenses of this character ?

Answer. I do not know that there has ever been a man indicted for it. An attempt
was made in Greene County to find out who were the murderers of some negroes there
some tin)e ago. The solicitor was very vigilant and earnest in his work ; but a band
of disguised men came to his hotel and killed him, and that was the end of it.

Question. You have spoken here of the proportion of whites to colored persons who
attended that meeting at Eutaw ; I think you said that out of the two thousand per-
sons present there were eighteen hundred who were colored men, and that of the whites
there were probably fifteen or twenty republicans, while the remainder were demo-
crats. Does that proportion in regard to party relations hold among the white and
colored persons throughout the State of Alabama ?

Ansii'er. We have no means of knowing exactly what is the white vote in the State.
It has been variously estimated. Last year we polled for Governor Smith, I think,
£^out 78,000 votes, if I recollect aright ; but we have no means of knowing what pro-
portion of them were white. There is quite a diftereuce of opinion about that. We
can only judge by the number of votes that we poll in counties where there are no
colored people comparatively, for we carry counties that are all white, with scarcely
any uegroes. I sup])ose that of those 78,000 votes somewhere between 10,000 and
18,000 were cast by whites.

Question. I put the question to you with the view of following it ujrwith the in-

quiry whether the hostility of this mob element to the negro race is not an element of

these disturbances, as well as political hostility ?

Answer. Undoubtedly ; the hostility is largely caused by the fact of negroes voting,
and voting the republican ticket.

Question. Are the counties named by yoTi the only ones in the State in which you say
this insecurity exists iu reference to free discussion ?

Ansiver. Judging by the latest test, the campaign of last fall, I should say that so
far as my knowledge and observation went,there was no violence except in the coun-
ties which I have named, although m some of the southern counties of the State every
republican who goes there feels that he does it at great personal risk. I would say that
even in a large jiortion of the southern counties it is so.

Question. Can you name some of those southern counties?
Ansiver. I do not remember all the counties that I have already named over ; I might

enumerate them again.
Question. You spoke of some of the southern counties.
Answer. Republicans would generally feel that there was more or less of personal

danger and risk in going into a portion of Eussell County, for insta,nce ; into parts of
Conecuh and Baldwin Counties

;
perhaps into some others which I do not now remem-

ber the geographical position of.
"-'

Question. You have spoken once or twice of Demopolis; is that the name of a
coimty ? •

Answer. No, sir : it is the county seat of Marengo County.
Question. Have there, within your knowledge, been instances of whippings and

scoiu-gings of individuals in the State of Alabama arising out of the same causes which
led to the riot of which you have spoken ?

Answer. 1 cannot testify to anything of that kind of my own j)ersoual knowledge,
only as I have heard of them.

Question. Have there been any such whippings or scourgings in that part of the
State in which you live, near Montgomery ?

Answer. No, sir ; that has always been a very peaceable and quiet region. Mont-
gomery and Autauga County, and the region round about there, during the time I have
lived there, have been as peaceable and quiet as any portion of the country. I have
lived as a planter in Montgomery and Autauga County for the last five years, and I
have always said that I have beeu treated by my.ueighbors with as much kindness and
cordiality as I would expect in the State of Ohio or anywhere else.
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Question. Has your attention been directed to the effect of the riot at Eutaw upon
the vote of Greeue Couuty ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; we can calculate in regard to the votes of the counties pretty well

by the number of coloredmen in the couuty and the number of white men in the county.

Greene County gave General Grant over 2,000 majority, though I think no large repub-

lican meeting Avas held in the county ; there may have been some local meetings. We
have about 'i,.500 majority in the county ; we expected to have 2,r)00 votes there last year.

Yet the county went democratic,, it was reported, by 35 votes. When the report was
first received nobody believed it ; everybody thought it was not so. Aiid there can be

no qiiestion among democrats or republicans, among intelligent, candid men, that it

was owing to violence, very largely to the riot, that voters v.ere intimidated and kept

away from the polls or led\o vote the democratic ticket. I have no sort of question,

I think no candid democrat. in the county or in the State but Avhat would admit, that

if every man in Greene Couuty was left free to vote just as he wanted to, just as you
would vote in Peimsylvania or in Missouri, the couuty would give from 2,000 to 2,5ti0

republican majority.
Qiicalion. What has been the effect in the State of Alabama of the passage of the law

for the purpose of punishing these lawless outrages by persons in disguise '!

Anm-er. 1 think upon the whole the effect has been good. While the law has been
very severely denounced by the members of one party, yet I think upon the whole the

effect has been to diminish, if not to suppress, violence. What I have said of Greene

Cotmty 1 think is true of the whole State ; I think that a majority ofthe white people of

Alabama desire that these acts of violence shall be suppressed, desire peace and quiet.

I tind no one in either party who, in talking with me, does not denounce such acts

The fair-minded ones admit that such things exist, and deplore them. I think when
you get away fi-om the politicians and get amoug the substantial men, the planters,

the business men of all classes, you will find them opposed to these acts of violence;

and they would be glad to have any measures taken by the Government that would
suppress' this mob violence and give peace and quiet and security to the people of the

State
;
give freedom of political action ; I have no doubt of that. But the matter has

come to this point, that everybody is afraid of the mob. No one man wants to set

himself up against it, or attempt to array power against it, lest he be uuule a victim.

It has come to this point in those districts where this mob element most effectually

rules, that simply to be a democrat is not a protection, if you speak against the mob.
You dare not *)udemn these parties lest you bo marked as a victim.

Q,HCstio)i. If a sub-committee were to visit the portions of your State affected by these

troubles, wouhl they receive aid from the white i)opulation there in discovering who
are the leaders of tl'iis mob, and who gave encouragement to these lawless acts if

Answer. I think tb.it would depend a great deal u])on this fact : if they Avero con-

vinced that the Government was determined to suppress these acts of violence and
crush out the mob, and that they Avould be secure from personal harm, I think you
would get all the help and aid you would need. But so long as they are in doubt as

to that they would be afraid to testify ; they would be afraid lest after you went away,

and it should becouu? known that they had testified to facts within their knowledge,

they themselves would l)e singled out to be murdered, or have their property destroyed,

or something of that sort.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Qucsiion. Would those individuals, who would be willing to testify under the circum-

stances you have indicated, hv any more alarmed or afraid about testifying there than

here, if the evidence they might give here should be published ?

Ansiar, I think there would be a little ditference, though I tliiuk there would not be

much difierence. The only difterence would be this : the tcstiuiony they might give

hero would not be known there for a long time afterwards. But should you go there,

the fact that they went before you would be known, and the kuowledj^e of their testi-

mony might be "innnediate. The danger would be of a sudden ebullition of passion

against them. You can best understand this, perhaps, by a little illustration. I met
the other day a gentleuum, Avhose name I do not mention from regard to his personal

safety. He is an old citizen of the State and a leading democrat ; a man with whom
I have had political discussions upon the stump. He gave me some information since

I have been in Alabama this last time, but he cautioned me that I must not use his

name nor let it be known that he gave me that information, for if it should be known
his life would not be worth anything to him. Now that man is as heartily opposed to

this violence, and as heartily deprecates it and desires it suppressed, as I do, or any-

body else does.

By the Chairman :

Qiu'i<lion. Are the ]>er8i)ns who committed these acts of violence organized ?

Ansner. I liav(^ no doubt of it, though I have no personal knowledge that I could

testify to of sucli an organization. But from all the information which I have obtained
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the conviction in my naind is perfectly clear that these parties are organized ; that the
organization exists throughout the State ; and that they rely upon that fact for their
protection.

Qi(cstion. Is it your belief that the exposure of the persons "who control that organ-
ization would have a tendency to break it up ?

Answer. I think it would. They now depend upon their organization, upon theii

numbers, upon their intimidation of witnesses and jvidges and juries, for immunitj
from i)unislunent.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. That is your opinion?
Anstver. Yes, sir ; I am expressing my opinion. Whenever you shall convince them

that there is a power which can take cognizance of their crimes and punish them, you
will put a stop to them. And you will find a very large body of people at once ready
to rally to your support. It is a great deal down there as it was in Ohio when mob
violence against abolitionists prevailed some years ago.

Question. The same as mobs between the two political parties ?

Ansiver. Only in those times in the North they resorted to eggs and rails, Avhile in

the South they resort to the scourge and the pistol, the bowie-knife and the halter.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. When did you go to Alabama to reside ?

Answer. In the fall of 1865.

Question. Were you not at that time a State senator in Ohio '

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had your term expu-ed then ?

Ansu-er. No, sir. You asked me when I first wer t to Alabama. It was in 1865, but
I did not then take up my residence there. I was elected a senator to the Ohio legis-

lature.

Question. For how long a time ?

Answer. For two years.
Question. You served during the term.
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I served during the last session, until April, 1867
Question. When were you elected to the United States Senate as a Senator from

Alabama ?

Ansiver. In July, 1868.

Question. You had been a resident of Alabama then how long ?

Answer. Something over a year.
Question. You served as a senator in the Ohio legislature until the fall of 1867 ?

Answer. The last session of that legislature expired in April, 1867, although my term
legally did not expire until the 1st of January, 1868. My term as senator in the legis-

lature of Ohio began on the 1st day of January, 1866.

Question. You were elected in Alabama a United States Senator in July, 1868?
Answer. Yes, sir ; in the latter part of July.
Question. Was not that a source of a great deal of prejudice against you in Ala-

bama ? Was not it much spoken of there that you were in fact a State senator in
Ohio, at the time that you were elected a United States Senator from Alabama ?

Ansiver. I think so.

Question. I do not mean that the fact was so, but I think I have seen that statement
maxle. Was it not so '?

Answer. I know this : I think I may say very safely that there has been a little more
attack upon me since my speech in the Senate last winter, detailing the account of
this Eutaw riot, than before. And I think there is some feeling there because they
think I have been instrumental in making some opjiosition to Mr. Goldthwaite taking
his seat. But apart from that—and I think all the democrats in Alabama will bear
me out in saying so—there is less prejudice against me there than against any other
leading republican in the State.

Question. I do not speak of it as a matter of personal i^rejudice against you, but as a
fact that you were, as it were, recent among them, and was so very recent among them as

to have been a Senator in the State of Ohio within a very brief period before you
were elected United States Senator in Alabama. That I think Avould indicate that you
had perhaps gone there for the purpose of availing yourself of their condition at that
time to get an office. I think the prejudice against you, so far as I have seen anything
in regard to it, grows out of that fact, without any reHection ujion your character as

an individual.
Answer. I think I may saj'—and as my testimony is to be made public, I will rely

upon the democrats of Alabama to make my statement good—I think I may say that
if I had gone there with the view of seeking office I should have taken up my resi-

dence there at ouce ; I would not have been there for two years incapacitated from
holding office in Alabama, by reason of retaining my residence in Ohio. I think that

3
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is a pretty good answer to tbat suggestion. In the next place, I think it is very -well

known in the county of Autauga and in Montgomery, where I live, that I did not take
any active part in politics, except to talk to my neighbors, who came in to see me.
I was known as a republican, and in favor of anmesty for the past, so far as the rebellion

was concerned. I did not attend the county convention, I did not look for a nomina-
tion, I did not try to get into the constitutional convention, I did not try to do anything,
except to get the people there to make a decent ticket in my county. And when they
made one which I did not think was either decent or respectable, I got on my horse
and went up to the court-house, and told them that I could not support it, and urged
them to make one that was respectable. When I became interested in the admission
of the State in 1866, 1 told them very frankly that if they expected to succeed in Ala-
bama they must make a better ticket in the county where I lived than they had done.

So far as I am concerned, I bought pro]3erty there in 1866 ; I invested what little I had
in land there. The leading democrats of the State, among others General Clauton,
chairman of the democratic State committee, have come to me and said :

'' General,

when we talk about cari^et-baggers we want you to understand that we don't mean
you

;
you have come here and invested what means you had in property here, and you

have the same interest here that we have." I think I may say further that if the
ehoice had been last winter between me and any other reijublican in the State I should
have received the democratic vote.

Question. 1 do not think that is at all improbable; but I was not pressing the inquiry

to that point. In reference to this riot at Eutaw which you have described, I was ask-

ing these questions because of their bearing upon that narration.

Answer. I do not think that was personal to me at all.

Question. You say you were there ; that you made .a speech which you characterized

as a conciliatory speech ?

Answer. Yes ; I never made any other.

Question. We do not know exactly what a conciliatory speech means ; it may have
embraced ideas that were quite obnoxious to the persons present. However, my ques-

tion was more especially to the point of whether they did not regai'd you as a person

who had been clothed with the oflice of United States Senator for Alabama, without
having been a resident of the State for such a time as would entitle you to become a
Senator; as having been elected by the votes of negroes alone, for their votes, of
course, carried the State for the republicans. My question was directed to the point of
eliciting from you whether you were not regarded as an obnoxious x'crson on account
of your very sliort residence in the State.

Answer. I do not thiidv that is true. Of course the fact of negro suffrage, the whole
system of reconstruction, through which and by which I came to the Senate, all that

is obnoxious to a large body of the white people of Alabama ; there is no question

about that. But that being the case, that being fixed, and somebody to be elected, I

think I may say without egotism, that the white people of Alabama would be at

least as willing,'if not more willing, to have me represent them in the Senate as any
other repul)licau in the State, whether he be native-born or new-comer. I have had
very little to complain of personally ;

there has been scaixely a personal attack upon
me, as I have said, while a great many people, nearly all the people, let me alone

socially very severely, yet I have always been treated courteously. During my five

years residence in the State, canvassing the State several times, I have never even
been interrupted, except in one or two instances. I hav(} had a great many men as

they stood around me look surly and ugly, and bad ; but I have never had any personal
insult offered me. I think that is due in fact to my being open and above-board ; they
never have caught me stealing anything, and I do not believe that they now think I

will steal. I have been oj^eu and square in the expression of my opinions ; I have not

seemed to be afraid of any one or two men ; if I am they do not know it. I have been
sincerely desirous to let the past be past. AVhen the war ended I took ground in favor

of general amnesty ; I maintained that against my own party, honestly and sincerely

all the way through.
Qucniion. Do you think the refusal to grant amnesty has been a cause of irritatiou to

the people of Alabama?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that has been a mistake, and that it has tended to increase

the diUiculties there.

Question. Suppose the result of the war had been different, if you can imagine such
a case, and the State of Ohio had been reconstructed upon the same princii)le as the

South has been, do you not think that people there wouhlhave been bitter and hostile,

and havt! made a noise at meetings, if they had had such a condition of affairs forced

upon them as has been forced upon the people of the South ?

Answer. If the people of Ohio had been reared and educated just as the people of

the South have—in fact, if they had been Southern people, trained to their ideas and
institutions

Question. I do not ask that question. But simply take the people of Ohio as they
are, and reared as they have been. If they had had a government forced upon them
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by the Congress of tlie United States, one so entirely opposed to their views and wishes,

and Southern men liad come np there and otfered themselves as candidates, being prob-
ably the only persons who were qualitied to take office under the government forced

upon them, the rest of the peoi)le of Ohio being disqualiiied, do you not think it

would have been a cause of considerable irritation ?

Answer. Well, if Ohio had gone into a rebellion against the General Government and
had got whipped, I think the peojjle whipped would have felt bad and sore. But I

would be very sorry to believe that they would have resorted to assassination and vio-

lence. I would rather believe that the people of my native State, after they had been
whipped in a fair fight, would have given up and accepted the situation.

Question. Well, they might have done it if it had stopped there, and they had not
been gouged after they were down.

Answer. I will say that I have never met a fair, square, honorable soldier I could not
talk to. Still there are a great many confederate soldiers who have been drawn into

this organization which has committed these acts of violence.

By Mr. Y\s Trump :

Question. That is your impression ?

Answer. That is my impression, I know it from such information as I can gather
that the instruments of the organization are confederate soldiers. But so far as iny
observation goes of the men who commit these deeds, they are of the worst possible

class of confederate soldiers ; worse even than the bummers of our Army ; a great many
of them are men who never were confederate soldiers, never were in the army at all.

These editors, who are stirring so much bitterness, who, I think, are responsible more
than anybody else for the extreme bitterness that prevails, are almost withoht excep-
tion men who did not do any fighting.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. When was this organization formed, that you think is in operation there V

Answer. I do not know that I have a distinct idea when it was formed, from any
personal knowledge. I know nothing more about it than you know from your inves-

tigation, and from what you have seen in the papers, but 1 should think it was started
pretty early after the war closed.

Question. Do you not know that organizations of negroes were made prior to the
existence of any of these organizations? Do you not know that the negroes were
organized in what are called Loyal Leagues ?

Answer. ISIegroes were organized into Union Leagues or Loyal Leagues after the
adoption of the reconstruction policy ; that is the first knowledge I ever had of them.
I never belonged to a league myself.

Question. Do you not know that the Union League organization preceded the other ?

Answer. No, sir; I do not.

Question. Is it not the impression through the South that the Union League organi-

zation was anterior to the other organization ?

Answer. No, sir ; my impression is to the contrary, that what is called the Ku-Klux
organization, or something like it, was prior to the organization of what is called the
Union Leagues. The Union League organization was simply a political organization

;

there was nothing military about it ; no arming, no drilling ; it contemplated nothing
in the world but voting. I know of its operations very well, just as I knew of Know-
nothingism in Ohio, though I belonged to neither organization. I was not a member
of the League, though it was a political organization.

Question. In speaking of the result of some of your elections, you spoke of the intim-
idation of voters, the intimidation exercised by the Eutaw riot, &c. Do you not
know that the negroes were in the habit of using intimidation ui^on people of their

own color, in order to compel them to vote the radical ticket ?

Anstvcr. No such cases ever come under my observation, nor do I remember ever to

have even heard of any case of violence within my State, of anything more than per-

suasion and perhaps personal denunciation. I have heard of cases of personal denun-
ciation, of saying to a man that he was a traitor to his race. I never have heard of
any case of violence. I know that in our town of Montgomery we had one colored
man, a hack-driver there, named Levi Floyd. I noticed the announcement in the
democratic paper there that "Levi Floyd, a colored man,^ drives hack No. 4 ; he is a
good democrat and is deserving of all patronage." He never was molested that I know
of. Of course the pressure is very strong upon the colored peoiile to all vote one waj-.

Yet, I know that in the Grant campaign there were two or three colored men making
speeches all over the State for the democratic ticket. I met one or two of them in my
canvass who were making speeches for the democratic presidential ticket.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Did you know that any of these negroes were armed there at Eutaw when
you, among others, proposed to have a joint discussion ?
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Answer. No, sir.

Question. They were armed, in fact, as I understand you to say ?

Answer. A few of them v/ere armed ; I saw one man who had a revolver.

Question. I understood you to say that when the negroes got across the street they
tuKued and fired some shots.

Answer. I did not see any of the firing, but I heard some shots from that direction.

I could not, where I stood, see a negro ; that is, where I stood siieaking to the crowd
of young men who were firing upon the negroes. , I did not see any guns or pistols in

the possession of the negroes.

Question. Do you not know that at the very moment that this white man took Mi-

Hays by the sleeve and dragged him down, some one in the crowd ordered the negroes
to fire?

A7i8iver. No, sir.

Question. Is it not the public opinion in Greene County that such is the fact ?

Answer. I do not think that anybody believes any such thing ; it is charged so, I

know. But the idea is so ridiculous ; everybody knew that the negroes were in terror

;

that all they wanted was to heai' the speeches and go home quietly. They were in

terror from the very moment that we went there. We were merely anxious to make
our speeches and have the crowd go away. I was praying every moment that they
might be able to get away without difliculty.

Question. It was your impression, and the impression of the white republicans with
you on that occasion, that there was danger of trouble that day ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did I understand you correctly awhile ago as saying that right in the

.

midst of that crowd Mr. Hays had a child of some four or five years of age 'i

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. A girl, or a boy ?

Anstver. A boy.
Question. With him at the time ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was Mr. Hays one who had expressed fears of an outbreak prior to the in-

auguration of the meeting ?

Answer. I do not remember whether he had so expressed himself or not. He lived

in the country some ten miles from there and did not come in until pretty late in the
morning, a little before the committee was appointed to which I have referred. I do
not remember now what he said, although my impression is that he anticipated dif-

ficulty, and that he so expressed himself.

Question. That, as I understand, is the only instance of direct and distinct trouble at

!i political meeting in all your experience in Alabama ?

Answer. At any meeting where I have spoken myself. I have heard from the reports

*f other speakers of other meetings being broken up.
Question. That little scene at Demopolis did not strike you as very remarkable ?

Anstver. O, no.

Question. Have you not seen worse scenes in Ohio, time and time again, between the
iwo political parties?
Answer. I do not know that I have.
Question. You were not there during the memorable campaign of 1863 ?

Answer. No, sir ; I was in another campaign at that time.

Question. You do not know that all over Ohio political meetings were broken up ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not know that ; I was in the Amiy at that time. I have had
rotten eggs thrown at me in Lincoln County, Ohio.

Question. You say that you do not know that there is any great prejudice against
you among the Avhite ])eople of Alabama on account of the shortness of your stay in

Alabama before j'our election to the Senate ?

Answer. I do not think there was.
Question. Do you not know that there was very general comment in the press of

She State in regard to that fact ?

Anstver. Yes.
Question. Pretty severe, too ?

Answer. Yes.

Question. And opposition made to you on that ground f

Ansivcr. Yes, I think it was a point that they thought they could make political capi-
tal out of.

Question. Would it not be a point calculated to excite the people, whatever the object
of the newspaper was ?

Answer. The comment was about as free in Ohio, among my democratic friends there,
as anywhere in the country.

Question. It has not been usual, in regard to so high an officer as United States Sena-
tor, for a man to be elected from a State within a few months after he went there, has
it?

•
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Answer. I suppose not.

Question. And it has produced some excitement against you in Alabama?
Answer. Still I do not see the jiertinency of that, lor I have been treated more kindly

there than any other republican in the State. I never have had a personal indignity
offered me, except what I have here stated. Of course they could have killed mo in

that crowd. And during my last contest, I have it from the very best authority, indeed
the chairman of the democratic State committee sent me word, that although they
should elect a democrat if they could, still if they were obliged to have a republican,
they would rather have me. I know that Geueral Chilton, formerly a confederate gen-
eral, and now of the supreme court, was openly in favor of my election ; he said, "Let
us elect Warner anyhow : he will do as much good for us as a democrat."

Question. If I understand you, however ridiculous it may be in your opinion, it is

still the fact that it is claimed in Greene County that an order was given to the negroes
to fire at the time that Mr. Hays was pulled down from the stand ?

Answer. I never heard that there was an order given to fire. The story charged in
the Eutaw Whig, a democratic paper there, and which I understand was sworn to be-
fore the grand jury there, was that Mr. Hays fired the first shot. I have seen that in

the papers ; I have heard it talked about. Now, Mr. Hayes was all the time as close to
me as Senator Blair now is, and it would have been as impossible for him to have fired

a shot without my seeing it as it would be impossible for Senator Blair to do so now.
Question. Are you not mistaken as to that particular fact ? Is it not possible that

Hays gave the order to fire, althougb he did not fire himself, as he was pulled off" the
stand ?

Answer. No, sir. Judge Miller told me yesterday

—

Question. I will merely say that that was the information which I have received since
Mr. Hays was examined yesterday.

Answer. I never heard that any order was given to fire. I have indeed heard it said,

and seen the statement in the newsi)apers, that Hayes fired the first shot. When we
were at Mobile, during the last mouth, I was summoned as a witness to attend the trial

of these rioters. The district attorney of the United States, as he told me, postponed
the trial because of the absence of Mr. Hays. He said the reason was that he had
found out that they had evidence to offer that Hays fired the first shot, and he
wanted Mr. Hays's testimony on that point.

Question. There was an attempt at an investigation of this affair, I believe ?

Answer. I think some nineteen have been indicted before the United States court.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. And their trial is now pending?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. And was recently postponed ?

Ansiver. It was postponed last month.
Question. Because of the absence of Air. Hays ?

Answer. That was the reason given by the district attorney ; there were one or two
other witnesses absent also.

Question. You have made the statement several different times in your testimony,
that one of the difficulties in this matter was to get jjeople to testify on account of their
apprehension of danger from this organization. That idea has been made to figure very
largely not only in your testimony, but, as you know, in the debates in the Senate and
in the House of Kepresentatives. It was given as a reason why this committee should
take this testimony in secret, the fear that the witnesses would be injured upon their

return home. I recollect very distinctly that that point was made during the debates
of the last Congress, while you were a member of the Senate. I think it was also made
in reference to other investigating committees. Yet there has always been some
committee going on ever since the war was over. Now, I want to know if you have
ever heard of any one who testified before one of these committees being iujured after

his testimony was published ?

Answer. Do I know of any one who has been punished by these people for the testi-

mony that he may have given here ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I do not kuow of afly case.

Question. You have not heard of any such ca.se ?

Answer. No ; I do not know that I have. I do not know that any witness has ever
been summoned here from my State.

Question. I speak of all the testimony that has been given during the last Congress
and the Congress preceding the last. Testimony was taken here before investigating
committees in reference to the condition of the Southern States. An attempt was made,
at least in the other House, to reconstruct Tennessee. Testimony was also taken in
reference to Georgia. Then there was the late North Carolina investigation. All that
testimony has been xiublished, I believe, and has gone to the country.
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Answer. I do not remember that I have heard of anybody being harmed for that
reason.

Question. Under the circumstances, would you not conclude that it was not quite so
dangerous a business after all to give testimony ?

Answer. None of these witnesses have come under my personal knowledge ; there
has been no one summoned here fcom my State, that I know of. Of course I know
nothing about what has occurred in North Carolina and Georgia.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Has your attention been called particularly to this question of outrages upon
witnesses ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have not within my recollection now the name of any i^erson who
has been summoned here.

By Mr. A^\N Trump :

Q)iesiion. I would like to have you give your opinion—I think that would be ijroper

—

as to what would be the most efficient mode of arriving at the true state of affairs in

the Southern States, comprising as they do eleven States, with a geographical area
almost equal to the half of Europe, and a population of eight or ten millions. Would
it be better to go there directlj^ as a committee, and look into the affairs there, or stay
here and examine comparatively a. very few witnesses?

Answer. My advice would be to go there. What I would like to have would be for

this committee to go right to Eutaw, where these very acts I have been testifying about
occurred. What I want are the facts, and I think that would be the better way to get
them ; I want the exact truth. If I could photograph the condition of affairs at the
South precisely as the Lord sees them I would do it.

Question. I do not mean particularly in regard to Eutaw, but generally in regard to

this whole investigation. Your opinion is that the best way is to go South ?

Answer. I think so.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You spoke of the apprehension of danger on the part of witnesses. Is there
not a difference between an investigation like this, a mere inquiry, without any judicial

consequences to follow it, and the case of prosecuting a man for a crime, which prose-
cution might involve his imprisonment or execution ?

Answer. Undoubtedly there is.

Question. All these investigations that have taken place here have been mere inqui-

ries, not followed by any personal consequence to anybody.
Answer. They amount to not more than a speech.

Question. Mr. Hays is a native of Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir, of Greene County.
Question. Is he not a large landholder there?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I understand from him that he has some ten or twelve thousand

acres of laud there.

Question. Is the shei'iff there, of wliom you have spoken, the same sheriff who after-

wards appointed the officers of election ?

Answer. Yes, sir, as I am informed; his name is White.
Question. You spoke of the prosecutor of Greene County, or the solicitor, whatever

you called him.
Answer. County solicitor.

Question. Did you know him ?

Answer. I had met him, and had been introduced to him.
QueMion. He was afterwards killed there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he a native of the South ?

Answer. Yes, sir; an old resident of the county.
Question. Was there anything about him, that you know of, to make him personally

obnoxious to the people there ?

An.swcr. No, sir ; he was a man of good charactex", of fair ability ; a reputable man
in every way. •

By Mr. Blaui :

Question. You know Judge Miller, who testified before the committee on yesterday ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is he the United States collector for the port of ^Mobile ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He holds that office now ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And he was here in reference to that office ; there was some effort fo dis-

place him, and he was here to countervail that effort ?

Answer. I have understood that to be the case.
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By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You spoke of the arms which members of the crowd had at that meeting ;

what arms were they ?

Ansicer. Revolvers.
Question. Did they seem to be new or old, so far as you saw ?

Answer. I did not notice that point very carefully ; I saw they shot pretty well.

Question. Were they revolvers of much size ?

Answer. Those I saw I should think would be what are called six and eight-iuch
revolvers ; I think I observed some of both sizes.

By Mr. Pool :

"

Question. WTiat was Governor Lindsay's majority at the last election ?

Answer. He did not have any majority.

Question. I mean his majority as counted.
Ansiver. It was 1,400 and something, as counted. He did not have a majority of the

whole vote of the State.

Question. You mean that was what his partisans claimed for him ?

Ansicer. That was the result announced by the lieutenant governor.
Question. Less than the former republican majority in Greene County alone ?

Answer. Yes ; less by 600. His majority was declared to be 1,400 and some odd.
Eussell County was not returned at all ; there never has been any returns from that
county, although it gave Smith 1,400 republican majority. Wasliington County was
not returned for some reason or other ; it gave Lindsay 600 majority. And in other
counties, of the votes that were cast some were thrown out, more than his majority, on
the ground that they were illegal for some reason or other.

Question. I speak of the majority claimed by Lindsay's friends. Was any white per-
son hurt in that Eutaw riot ?

Answer. Not that I ever saw or heard of.

Question. If the order had been given to the negroes to fire, would you have
heard it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Could it have been given without your hearing it ? •

Answer. I think not, unless it was given on the extreme^ borders of the crowd. It

could not have been given anywhere about the stand, where the firing began, without
my hearing it.

Question. The sheriff, wbo took an active part in trying to suppress the disturbances,
was a democrat ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know anything about the burning of any school-houses or churches
in your State ?

Answer. Only by report ; not from personal observation.
Question. Have you heard that they have been burned to any extent ?

Answer. I have heard from others, and I liave seen the statement in the newspapers,
that several had been burned ; I cannot tell how many.

Question. What sort of school-houses and chiu'ches were they that are reported to
have been burned ? Those of colored peoj^le ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever hear those reports denied ?

Ansicer. I do not remember to liave heard much conversation about it. I i)resume
there has been less of it in our State than in many other States. In fact, I cannot re-

call now any particular church or particular school-house that has been burned. But
my recollection is distinct that I have heard of such cases. There has been nothing of
that kind in the section where I live.

Question. You stated that you believed there was an organization, a secret organiza-
tion, at the foundation of these disturbances. What is that organization called in
Alabama ?

Answer. It is commonly known as the Ku-Klus organization.

Question. Do the persons committing the acts of violence of which you have heard,
go in disguise ?

Answer. Generally. The parties at this meeting were not in disguise. But generally
the acts of violence are done by men in disguise.

Question. Have there been any attempts at investigation of any of these disturb-
ances, by the local tribunals in Alabama?

Answer. Yes, sir ; an attempt was made in Greene County, by the county solicitor,

Mr. Boyd, to ferret out the murderers of some negi'oes who had been killed there.

Boyd went to work with a determined ijurpose to find out the murderers ; and the
governor sent over a lawyer to assist him.

Question. The object was to punish the offenders if convicted ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; whoever they might be. Boyd was killed while the matter was
pending, and that was the end of it.
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Question. Wliile the investigation was going on ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were any of the witnesses summoned on that investigation hurt ?

Ansioer. I do not know ; I cannot say.

Question. Have you ever heard of any witness being injured because of his testi-

mony ?

Answer. I heard of Mr. Cockrell being beaten, who was summoned to testify with
me at Mobile. He is a lawyer of Eutaw and was present at the meeting when the riot

occurred.
Question. Should the county authorities attempt an investigation for the purpose of

indicting and jSunishing the j^ersons committing acts of violence in the disturbed dis-

tricts, do you suppose the witnesses would feel safe to testify there ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Qiiestion. Suppose that, whether safe or not, they should testify, would they be in

danger ?

Answer. I have no doubt they would be in danger of personal violence, and of their

lives. I have no doubt that in the counties I have mentioned, particularly in the

counties of Greene, Sumter, and Pickens, any witness who had information of one of

these outrages, and who should testify to that cft'ect, would be killed.

Question. Suppose that a witness, or a half a dozen witnesses, should disclose, upon a

preliminary examination, that they had knowledge and proof sufficient to insure a con-

viction before a petit jury whenever the trial should take place—their being men of

character of comse would be an element of weight in the testimony—would those wit-

nesses be safe in the county during the time between the investigation and the trial

afterward to take place ?

Answer. I think not, in the counties I have mentioned.
. Question. Do you think they would ever be allowed to appear at that final trial ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. Is that the reason why justice cannot be obtained against these men ?

Ansxcer. That is one very strong reason.

Question. Do yon, from your own knowledge of the people in the comuninity there,

suppose that these turbulent people rely upon that fact ?

Answer. I have no doubt of it. I would say that this young Cockrell, who I believe

is to testify here, was brought out of the county and to Washington, as I heard, to save

his life. The district attorney, Mr. Southwick, said that it was important that young
Cockrell should bo got out of the country and kept safe as a witness.

Question. Suppose a section of this committee were to hold a session in the town of

Eutaw, and summon a number of witnesses, who should appear and testify clearly as

to the guilt of several individuals in that county of these Eutaw murders, then sup-

pose that that fact should become known, would they be safe in the county after the

committee left '-!

. ,

Answer. I think if they testified as to individuals ha^'ing committed specific crimes,

if they furnished information that might lead to their prosecution and possibly con-

viction, and that should become known there, they would not be safe ;
but if they tes-

tified generally as to the commission of cruues, without designating any individual

they might not be disturbed.

Question. Yon think as long as they testified about no one byjiarae they might get

along in safety ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. But if they should name individuals they would be in danger ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Some questions have been put to you based upon suppositions ; now do you
know of any case ever having occurred in those counties Avhere men have been prose-

cuted for their lives and witnesses have been killed fbr testifying against them ?

Answer. I do not know of any case of prosecution.

Question. Then it is simply a matter of supposition with you ?

Answa: It is, and of opinion founded upon threats made, and upon at least one out-

riige upon a witness which has come under my personal observation, and of which I

hav(! information.
Question. Yon have heard of one witness having been struck and beaten ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That is the amount of it ; that witness is now living in Eutaw, is ho not ?

Answer. At the last accounts which I heard he was living, although in a critical con-

dition.

Question. Do you not know that it is stated that he was not beaten because ho was a
witness ?

Aristvcr. I never have heard it so claimed.
Question. Was it not so claimed in the Eutaw Whig ?
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Ans^ver. I do not see that paper ; I do not know it was so claimed.
Question. I have here an article copied from that paper in which that statement is

made.
Answer. I have not seen it.

Question. Then that one instance, occurring in one of these counties, and threats that
you have heard of in other counties, lead you to suppose that witnesses would not be
safe?

Ansicer. That, and the general opinion of everybody living in those counties with
whom I have conversed. Even Mr. Hays, who lives in that county, when he wrote me
an account of this Cockrell affair, begged me not to use his name, as he was living there
in momentary danger of attack. I know that is the case with parties in all sections.
They send letters without signing their names, but giving means of identifying them in
other ways.

Question. May not that be just exactly the same sort of pretense which is made in
Congress here about summoning witnesses here ? In the debate in the Senate that
was made a great point

;
yet a week afterwards the report was made public, disclosing

everybody's name who testified. Is not Mr. Hays's letter, and the reports of other per-
sons there, equivalent to these Congressional speeches ?

Answer. I do not know.

By Mr. Vaj^ Tkump :

Question. In your esamination-in-chief you said that this company of United States
troops, under the commandof Major Leighton, came uj) about the time the negroes had
been firing, and stopped the whole thing.
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How long a time had intervened from the commencement of the firing to
the time when the troops came up ?

Ansicer. Under such circumstances, in a scene like that, which was the wickedest one
I ever saw, it is impossible to estimate time.

Question. Was it a short time?
Answer. Yes ; I should say ten or fifteen minutes.
Question. How far was the camp of the troops from the court-house ?

Ansicer. I should say about three-fourths of a mile.
Question. Then the troops must have been stationed somewhere near the meeting, so

as to be in readiness for a difficulty ?

Answer. They were, I suppose, within a half or three-quarters of a mile. Troops on
the double-quick would come that distance in a short time. I walked out there in the
morning, and suppose that it was from a half to three-quarters of a mile from the
court-house.

Question. Was it pretty generally known to the j)eople that you had taken General
Crawford into consultation in regard to holding these meetings ?

Ansicer. I do not know that they knew it; that was not the fact. The meeting was
called without my knowledge.

Question. Either j^ou or Judge Miller, on yesterday, stated that General Crawford
was in consultation with you about holding the meeting there.
Answer. He had a consultation with the sheriff" about preserving order.
Question. The sheriff' knew that he had been talked with upon the subject?
Answer. The governor. General Crawford, the sheriff', and myself, talked together

there. The governor and the general both asked the sheriff if he needed assistance in
preserving order.

Question. Then the probability is that the crowd more or less had cognizance of the
fact that the general had been consulted about keeping order therewith his troops.

Answer. I do not know; I have no information upon that point; the sheriff may have
told them.

By the Chairjian :

Question. You mentioned an instance in which one prominent member of the demo-
cratic party had given you some information, and requested that his name should be
kept secret. Have any others of the same party made the same request of you ?

Ansrcer. Not at that time.
Question. At any other time ?

Answer. I do not recollect any other instance. That impressed me at the time as a
noble example of an old citizen.

Question. Did the manner of his information, and of the circumstances, satisfy you of
his apprehension ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the cu'cumstances were these: the circuit judge of the circuit,
who is a republican, and a very good man, wrote to this man to know whether it would
be safe for him to come to his town and hold court. This lawyer, who is well known
all over the State, wrote to him that it would be. This is what ho tells me himself.
He said that after he wrote that letter he- thought i^erhaps he might be mistaken, and
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he conclnded that he would go round town a little and make inquiry among the boys,
and see it" there was any such feeling as would render it dangerous for Judge Smith'to
go there. He said that when he came to inquire he was satisfied that it was not safe
for Judge Smith to come there, that liis life would be in danger. It was in that con-
nection that he begged that his name shoruld not be used, or that the matter should not
be made public ; for he said that his life would be in danger, if it was known that he had
stated that much.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. You have said that it would have been unsafe or impossible to make a re-
publican speech in certain localities. Would it be equally unsafe to make any sort of
a political speech ? If not, will you state what kind of political speech might be made
in safety ?

Answer. A democratic speech could be made anywhere, at any time.

Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871. /

WILLIAM E. COCKRELL sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you reside ?

Answer. In Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama.
Question. How old are you ?

Ansiver. I am sixteen years old
;
going on seventeen.

Question. Were you with yovu- father as a witness in the United States court, in Mo-
bile, a few weeks ago ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. In what case were yon taken there as a witness ?

Answer. In the case of Robert Hamblett and others.
*

Question. For what were they to be tried ?

Answer. For the riot atlfcutaw that prevented Mr. Hays from speaking.
Question. Was your father there as a witness in the same case ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. When was it that you went to Mobile as a witness ?

Ansiver. The last time was in April last, I believe ; I am not certain as to the time.
Question. Were you returning home with your father ?

Anstver. Yes, sir; on the steamboat Cherokee.
Question. Tell us now whether that boat was visited by any persons, and whether

they beat your father; tell us what they said, and all that occurred at that time.
Anstver. We went up on the Cherokee, and Avhen we got to the Eutaw landing, where

we had intended to get off, the water was all over it, and wo could not land there
;

we then went on up to Finch's Ferry ; as the boat was going to stop there all night,

we conclnded to stay on the boat till morning; it was three miles, from there to town,
where we lived ; while wo were sitting there in the cabin a crowd of men, some seven
or eight, came in ; I did not know but one of them ; Jo Rejmolds was one that I knew

;

we sat there while they came in ; they passed by ns, and asked for Judge Smith ; no-

one answered them, and they went up to the clerk's of3Sce, but they did not find his

name there ; while they were in the clerk's office i)a got up and went back into the cell

or berth, where ho slept ; they then came out ; I was standing by the clerk's office

when they came out, and they asked where my father was ; I told them I did not know
where my father was ; I knew they were up to mischief; I left them then and went
around to the back door of the cell or state-room to tell pa about it ; the back door was
fastened; ho had it barred; I called to him, but he did not answer; I then went out
on the upper ])art of the boat, and was looking out, when all at once I heard a great
nois(> ; I ran right in, i)a was out of the state-room, and a man was striking him ; the
fellow Waddell was striking him ; I did not know him then, but pa tokl me who it

was ; Waddell was the one striking at him ; I never had seen him before, and did not
then know him ; and Jo Reynolds struck him on the back of the head with a xnstol as

he was backing back.
Quc^ition. What did they say?
An.'inver. Waddell, every once in a while, would say, " You drew your pistol on me."

Pa said to him, " I did not do any such thing." Then we come on right out of the boai
and left, and went up home.

Question. Did they give any reason for making this attack on yoiu* father ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Did you hear any reason given by them on the boat ?

Answer. No, sir ; I did not.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. Yoii heard this man charge your father with drawing a pistol on him ?

Answer. I have stated that.

Question. You heard him charge your father with drawing his pistol on him ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and pa told him he did not. '

By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. Did your father have a jjistol-?

Answer. If he had, I did not know it.

By the CiiAiRM^i^N

:

Question. When they asked where your father was, did they say why they wanted
him?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Was Judge Smith expected on that boat ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What for?
Answer. To come up there and hold court.

Question. Was there a court in Eutaw that week?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who held the court?
Answer. Judge Pelham came up in his place.

Question. To what extent was your father injured ?

Ansivcr. He was badly hurt where Reynolds struck him on the back of the head with
his pistol ; he bled a great deal.

By ]\Ir. Van Trump :

Question. I thought you said Waddell struck him ?

Ansiver. Waddell was before him striking him ; and when he was backing back
Reynolds struck him on the back of the head with his ijistol.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was he wounded and bleeding ?

Answer. He bled pretty freely. t

Question. Was he confined to his bed from his injuries?
Answer. Ho staid in bed one day afterward.
Question. Were you present in Eutaw at the time the riot occurred there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And that was the reason you were called as a witness ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is this all you know about the transaction on the boat at the time your
father Avas hurt ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; all that I recollect.

Question. Do you know whether your father had a j)istol or not ?

Ansiver. .1 do not know ; I did not see him with any.

By Mr. Coburn:
Question. You were with him after the transaction ?

_
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You saw no pistol?
Ansiver. No, sir.

By the' Chairman :

Question. Were there other witnesses on the boat?
Answer. There were two men on the other side ; I do not know whether they were

witnesses or what they were ; but they came down to attend the trial.

Question. Were they returning on the same boat with j'our father ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. If witnesses, were they for the Government or for the defendants ?

Ansiver. For the defendants.
Question. Was this Reynolds one of the party who had been indicted ?

Answer. I do not know whether he was indicted or not.
Question. Had he been down at Mobile ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but he left before we did, and went to Eutaw.
Question. Was Waddell one of the party to be tried at Mobile ?

Answer. No, sir ; he came over from Entaw with a hearse bringing a body to bo
buried ; and the river rose so high that he could not go back the way he came, and
had to go down by the boat.

Question. Have you any knowledge of the reason why they beat your father ?

Ansive): No, sir.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. Your father has recovered ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; now.
Question. Is he at home in Eutaw ?

Ansioer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. How old is your father ?

Answer. He is forty-sis, I helieve.

By the Chairman :

Question. Why did you come to Washington ; were you subpoenaed to come here as a
witness ?

Answer. No, sir ; I received a telegram to come.

Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871.
' ARTHUR A. SMITH sworn and examined.

By the C^AIR^L^J;

:

Question. Where do you reside ?

Ansicer. My residence is now in Choctaw County, Alabama, about six miles from
Mount Sterling, and about eight miles from Powell, the county seat.

Question. What is j'our occupation ?

Answer. I am carrying on a plantation now.
Question. Did you formerly reside in Greene County ?

Answer. I did.

Question. Up to what time ?

Answer. I have not been there since about the 20th of December last ; I cannot now
give the exact date when I left there.

Question. AVere you ia Eutaw on the day when the two political meetings were held
there in October last ?

Ansicer. I was.
Question. We have already had some descriptions of the riot that occurred there, aud

do not wish to encumber the record with much repetition of testimony. If you know
any facts which show that there was any preconcert of action for the purpose of pro-
ducing a riot there, will you state what they are ?

Ansiver. Nothing more than the posting of the handbill for a democratic meeting
there after the handbill for the republican meeting had been posted, together with the
manner in which it was posted. At the time it led us to believe that it was for no
good purpose. The poster was signed by no one, and it was posted in conspicuous
places during the night. My office was in the court-house. We had a place in the
passage-way of the court-house for posting bills. AVhen I left there at night, about
sundown, there Avas no bill posted there; when I came back therein the morning,
about seven o'clock, there was one posted there, and also one in the probate office.

Question. Were you the clerk of the court at that time, with your office in the court-
house ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Do you refer now to the night before the meeting ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I remember that Major Leighton arrived there with some United
States troops on the 13th day of October, and this was the night before he arrived.

By the Chairm.vn :

Question. Were any declarations made, during the progress of the meeting, which
showed an anticipated distiu'bauce ? If so, state what declarations were made aud
who made them.

Answer. I was in my office while the speaking was going on ; the stand was right in

front of mj office ; I was sitting en a table something like this, in the center of the
room ; a deputy sheriff, named Hugh L. White, came in there while Governor Parsons
was speaking ; he said, '• Smith, you will see the damnedest row here in a little while
that you ever saw in your life." I said, " I guess not." After the affiiir occnrred I

thonght that, ])erliaps, indicated that it was an xmderstood thing. And other tilings

Avent to show tlvat it Avas a preconcerted plan. Afterward a friend of mine said that if

he had thought 1 had been in any danger, being there in my office Avhen the liring

commenced, lie Avould haA'c sent for me and had me come away.
Question. Were there any other facts to show a i>reconcert?
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Answer. Noue, of my own personal kuowled.e;e, more than the day previous to the
meeting I saw a man by the name of Perkins iixing up his gun in his store. I do not
know that that would be regarded as any indication.

Question. Did he take any part in the proceedings of the nest day ?

An.nver. I could not say, of my own personal knowledge, that he did.
Question. Did you hear any one advise to wait before firing, that the time had not

arrived yet ?

Ansice): That was a man named Eobert Hamblett, who drew a derringer when Par-
sons was speaking, and said, " Let me kill the God-damned old sou of a bitch." That
was his language." Three or four grabbed his arm and held it up, and several of them
said, " Don't shoot yet ; it is not time." And that quieted him dowu. After the fii'st

shot was fired, then I heard a man say distinctly, " Go in, boys ; now is your time."
Question. Who was he ?

Answer. Colonel J. J. Jolly. Aud let me say here now that he was sitting with his
back to me ; he was sitting in the window, and there were one or two men between
him and me. I could not swear to him, only fi'om his voice, which I knew very well.
I believe it was his voice that I heard make that remark. Immediately upon that the
general firing commenced.

Question. What relation did he hold to the meeting—was he a republican or demo-
crat ?

Answer. He was supposed to be a democrat ; he spoke in the democratic meeting.
Question. Was this at the republican meeting ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. The democratic meeting had then adjourned?
Ansice^'. Yes, sir.

Question. Can you state any other facts, within your knowledge, to show that vio-
lence was premeditated there, or have you stated all that you know ?

Ansieer. There was a man who came from Hale County, an adjoining county, the
day after, and said that he met some men coming from Eutaw and going back to
Greensboro ; he met them at the river, and heard them say they had " been over
there and made the radicals jump once, and would again if they had a meeting."

Question. Were you summoned as a witness to attend the trial of the parties at Mo-
bile?

Ansicer. I was subpoceuaed at Demopolis, upon the examination before the United
States commissiouer. That examination was postponed, on account of the absence of
important witnesses, until the 26th day of December, at Mobile, the time the grand
jury were to meet. I was subpoenaed to attend there. The examination was waived
before the United States commissioner, and I was summoned to serve' on the grand
jury in the United States court.

Question. Having been summoned oUce as a witness, did any of the parties charged
with the riot make any threats to deter you fi'om attending ?

Answer. When the warrants were issued for these parties—I think there were twelve
of them—affidavits were made before the United States commissioner and wan-ants
issued for their arrest ; that was prior to the election some time, when the circuit court
waS in session. A deputy marshal came there expecting to arrest the parties. I, being
the clerk of the court, they made known to me who were the parties. No others in
the county knew for whom they had warrants. I assisted them as much as I could in
identifying tjie parties. The grand jury of the county was in session at the time, and
they investigated the case somewhat. I was summoned as a witness before the grand
jury. Having on a former occasion been before the grand jury of the county in a very
aggravated case, I did not like to go before them this time. I told my brother, who
was the judge of the court, that, if it was possible, I wished he would assist me in
keeping away from the grand jury. He said very frankly that he could not do so ; that
if I was subpoenaed I would have to go before them. I was subpoenaed to go before
the grand jury on the last day of the session of the court to give evidence in regard
to this riot. Before giving my testimony I told the grand jury that I had given testi-

mony in the case of the assassination of Boyd ; that they had taken a solemn oath not
to divulge anything that transpired within the jury-room ; and yet not three days
had passed when my testimony was known all over the county. I told them I would
rather go to jail than give my testimony there, unless it could be kept secret. They
assured me that it should be as secret as the grave, and I gave my testimony. About
three days after that, immediately after I came back from Demopolis—the court ad-
journed ou Saturday, I went to Demopolis on Monday and returned on Tuesday

—

upon
zuy return, Avord was sent to me from one of the parties against whom I had given tes-
timony that he intended to shoot me on sight. He was bailiff, acting for the court at that
time. After three were arrested a great many fled and went into the woods, this bailiff

with the rest. Some arrangement was then efl'ected by which these parties could come
back to town. This man came into my office to get me to certifj' for his pay as bailiff,

I was in there by myself; I said to him, " John, I understand that you said you Avere
going to shoot me ou sight; now, this is the first time we have met, aud this is as good
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a cnancc to do it as any ; and if you can shoot quicker than I it is all right." He said
that perhaps he had said so ; bnt he was di'unk. " But," said he, " there is one thinfi;,

you will not be permitted to testify before the United States grand jury." I replied,
" We will see about that." I told him that his kind of men, when they came face to
face with a man, did not seem to do very much. I talked to him in that way—I do not
remember exactly what I said—to give him to understand that I was not particularly
afraid of any one of them. That was the only threat made to me i^ersonally. Of course
I heard rumors that I would be assassinated, «&c.

Question. Were you at Mobile ?

Answer. I was ; I served on the gi'and jury.
Question. Were you there at the time Mr. Cockrell was there as a witness ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know anything about his being beaten on his return home ?

Ansiver. Only from hearsay.
Question. Were you present in Eutaw at the time the assault was made upon Mr,

Burton, the candidate for lieutenant governor?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. State the circumstances of that assault.

Answer. That was after the election, some time. Mr. Burton was the editor of a
republican iiaper in Demopolis. By an act of the legislature he was designated as the
county printer, not only for the county of Marengo, in which Demopolis is situated,
but also for such other counties as the probate judge might designate. He did the
county printing for Greene County. He came to Eutaw on some business connected
with the probate judge, some collections. The train arrived at noon on Saturday. As
Judge Davis, the probate judge, was not there, he (Mr. Burton) waited till Monday.
On Monday morning I went to my office. I boarded with Judge Davis. Mr. Burton
aud Judge Davis came to my office ; he went into Judge Davis's office first. There
was a great deal of restlessness on the part of several men outside. That was some-
where about teu o'clock, I think. Mr. Burton came once to my office. I saw a great
many men whom I knew to be desperate characters walking about, and apparently
watching for him ; I saw them on the streets, with their revolvers buckled on. I told
Mr. Burton that I feared there Avoukl be trouble, and asked him to keep Avith me. I

told him I was going across the square, to the office of Mr. Cockrell, who was a lawyer,
and asked him to go with me. We walked along down there, and, after doing my
business there, I told Mr. Burton I had some business with Judge Miller, who was at
the probate office at that time, and if he wouhl Avait at Mr. Cockrell's office until I

could go over there and attend to my business, I would come back aud go down Avith

him to take the train at 12 o'clock. He said he would do so, and I Avent up to Judge
Miller's office. I was a little longer than I expected to be doing my business. In the
mean time Mr. Bmton started back alone. What I am telling you now about the first

attack upon Mr. Burton is what he told me himself; I did not see it. As he was going
along a man came up Avitli a large stick and asked him if his name Avas Burton; he
replied " yes ;" he then asked him if he was the editor of the " Republican," and he
said " yes." Upon that he deliberately struck at him with the stick with all the poAver

he possessed. Mr. Burton dodged the blow, aud the force of it turned him around.
Mr. Burtou had a little derringer in his pocket, Avhich he then pulled out and cocked.
The man pulled out a reA'olver. Ikirtou said to liim. " Who are you, and what do you
want ?" He replied, " I want you to put up your pistol." Burtou said, " Put up yours,

aud I Avill put up mine." He put up his pistol, and Burton put up his. They then
separated and walked off. After Burton had walked a little distance, this felloAv ran
up behind him aud struck him over the head aud knocked him down. Burtou says
that is the last he remembers of Avhat took place then. An old negro, Avho Avas stand-

ing there aiul saw it all, told me that after the fellow liad knocked Burton down with
his stick he pulled out his pistol and snapped it at him, but it did not go off. He then
clubbed him with the pistol, inflicting wouuds which I afterwards saw. The fellow

then' ran off Avith a hoot, saying, " I've finished him." As I came from the pi-obate

office back into the court-house—there was a i)assage-way through the court-house; I

came in at the north door, my office being on the .south side—I met Mr. Burton coming
into the door, reeling and staggering, his face all bloody, and head all cut. There
AA-ere two men there, and I asked Avho had assaulted him. They said they did not
know. j\Ir. Burton was not conscious what he was about at the time. He was bleed-

ing A'cry badly. After he had sat in my office a few moments, I saw that he was growing
faint. ThercAvere perhaps fifty people in the street. I took Burton by the arm to

help him to the house, Avhich Avas about half a mile distant. I walked AA'ith him down
over the same ground OA'er Avhich he had come ; we went right throngh the angle of

two streets. As I was Avalking along there were on each side of the street men with
revolvers in their hands, and I heard several A-oices say, " Let us finish him, the damned
son of a bitch." I stopped and pulled out my revolver, aud told them that I AA-ould

kill the lirst man that apjjroached us. They thfcn sjopped. We Avent doAvn home, I

having to carry liim a great deal of the Avay. When I got to the house he could not
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stand. I immediately sent for tlie doctor. He came there and said Burton was in a
dangerous condition, but he thought that perhaps he -would get over it. A negro was
sent for some plasters, and a man named Hardway sent word back by the negro that
if Burton did not aie, the doctor should give him something to kill him.

Queslion. How did you learn that ?

An8icei: The negro boy said so. Then Judge Davis told me in the evening that a
former judge and some other men had told him to say to me that they intended to come
down to the house that night and kill Burton, and that if I resisted them they intended
to kill me also ; I sent back word to those men that I was prepared for them, that I

should resist them, and if they came there I intended to light them to the last ; they
did not come. Burton had a sister living at Mobile ; I telegraphed to her and to some
of his friends, and she came up two days afterward with a gentlemen friend to take
care of him and get him away as soon as possible. Going np on the train some man
from Eutaw, John D. Steele, asked him if he was going to Eutaw; he said "yes ;" he
then asked him if he was going there to get Burton away ; he said he was ; the man
then said that he had better not do it, because they did not intend to let him get away
alive.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. This is hearsay I suppose.
Answer. The man himself told me so.

By the ChaikMjIN :

Question. What was the motive for the attack ?

Ansiver. I cannot tell.

Question. What did the man say to Burton ?

Ansiver. All the conversation was this : The man asked him if he was named Burton,
and if he was the editor of the Republican.

Question. Do you know the man who assaulted him ?

Answer. Yes. sir.

Question. Who was he ?

Answer. He was a man connected with the printing of the papier published in Eutaw
called the Whig and Observer ; I do not know what he was doing on it.

Question. How soon was this after the election ?

Answer. I think it was from the 5th to the 10th of December ; I will not be certain,

as to the exact time. .

Question. Had Mr, Burton been particularly obnoxious in any way, politically or
personally ?

Answer. No, sir ; there was nothing objectionable in the articles imblished in his news-
paper. He never used the name of the man who assaulted him to my certain knowledge.
It was always supposed that Mr. Burton did not know the man.

Question. Was the man arrested ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Was any information laid against him?
Answer. It was done right in the face and eyes of the sheriff; I know the sheriff was

right in town ; I do not think there was any affidavit made against the party ; I re-

member that Mr. Burton said to the judge of probate, Judge Davis, that if he would
issue a warrant he nifght consider it sworn to by him ; but he never made an affidavit
against the party—not a regular affidavit, signed ; I do not think there ever was a
warrant issued for his arrest.

Questimi. Did the assault occur in one of the principal streets of the town ?

Answer. Eight by the court-house square.
Question. What is your system of administering civil justice ; have you subordinate

magistrates to take information ?

Answer. The probate judge is also the county court judge; he has criminal jurisdic-
tion.

Question. Was his duty to issue warrants originally ?

Answer. It is his duty or the duty of any magistrate to issue a warrant. But this
was a case of that character that it involved felonj^, and the county judge had no juris-

diction for trial. His jurisdiction extends onlj' to cases of petty larceny, misdemeanors,
and afirays. In this case the iiarty would have to be bound over to answer an indict-
by the grand jury.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In another court ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the circuit court.
Question. The probate judge had power to examine and commit?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was this case ever examined by the grand jury ?
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Ansiver. The case occured in December. A court was held there a short time since,

and I have been informed by young Cockrell, who is here, that this man is still at large

;

I do not know from my own personal knowledge.
Question. What were the party relations of this man who assaulted Mr. Burton ; was

he a democrat ?

Answer. Oh, yes ; he is noted as a very desperate character.

Question. Was he one of the parties engaged in the riot there ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. One of the defendants ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Has Mr. Burton recovered from his injuries ?

Answer. Not wholly.
Question. What knowledge have you derived from persons who have made complaint

to you while you were the circuit court clerk of whippings and scourgings that have
occured in Greene County ?

Answer. My position there is circuit clerk, before whom by the laws of the State no
complaints could be made, and I could not issue warrants. Several persons came to

me and asked me to show them where they could make complaints ; a great many have
told me of scourgings and whippings, though not all that occured, I suppose ; I know
that at the commencement of the court last fall three parties came to my office, from
the northern part of the county, and said they had been badly beaten ; my brother

was there at the time, and the grand jury was in session ; he immediately called the

attention of the county solicitor to the case, and had them subpoenaed before the grand
jury ; nothing was done, however, in regard to the matter.

Question. From information thus derived will you state how many whippings have
occurred in that county ? I do not ask you to give the details, but to state generally

the number of whippings that have occurred.

Answer. There was the case of those three persons; then a man by the name of Cave
Davis ; I do not think I can recall more than six cases within the last year.

Question. Have any persons been convicted in the county for any offense of that char-

acter ?

Ansioer. N«, sir ; not up to the time that I left there.

Question. How were these whippings represented to have been inflicted ; by persons

in disguise ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. By any number of persons ?

Answer. All the way from live or six up to 25. These three men, or two men and a
woman, who came to'my office, said that there were some 20 persons came to their

house.
Question. In the day- time or at night ?

Answer. At night.

Question. How long have you lived in Choctaw County ?

Answer. Since about the 1st of January.
Question. Have you any knowledge of the assassination of Mr. Boyd in Eutaw ?

Answer. I was there at the time ; I know that he was killed, but I have no personal

knowledge of the manner in Avhich he was killed. I saw him in the morning before

he was laid out ; I was among the lir.st to see him in the morning I did not know of

it during the night when it occiured.

Question. At what time was that?
Ansiva: It Avas on the 31st of March, 1870. The sheriff told me that he saw the par-

ties ride into town.
Question. Did he arrest any of them?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did he make the attempt to arrest them ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How many did he say there were ?

Ansiver. He told nit; that there must have been forty ; I think that was the number
he estimated them at.

Question. Did the sheriff understand why Boyd was assassinated ?

Ansiver. He never told me, if he did.

Question. Did he say why he did not arrest the parties?

Answer. He said that it would have been folly lor him to have attempted it.

Question. Were they armed ?

Answer. He said tlicy were armed to the teeth. I asked him why he did not let

Judge Davis and myself know i,t. He said that he did not know wliy. The fact of the

business was he let a few men know of it who would be the last to do anj-thing like

I)ursuing at night, immediately after it occurred. Judge Davis and myself, and Squire
Cockrell, who were the only white republicans theri^, or who professed themselves to

be such, did not kuow anything of it until the morning.
Question. About what time of the night did it occur ?
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Answer. The slieritf said it was fifteen minutes before 11 o'clock

Question. What is the popnlaiiou of that town i

Anstver. From 1,500 to 1,800.

Question. If there were any disposition to aiTest men of that kind in a town of that
size, could a posse have been summoned at that hour of the night sufficient to have ar-

rested some of them '?

Ansicer. I think so ; I remember that one old citizen there, Chancellor Clark, a prom-
inent lawyer, asked the sheriff why he did not summon a posse. The sheriff said ho

. could not have got anybody to have gone vitli him. The old chancellor said, " I would
have gone myself."

Question. Is Chancellor Clark living there now ?

Anmcer. Yes, sir ; although he is a very old man, still he follows his profession as a
lawyer.

Question. How old was Mr. Boyd ?

A)iswer. I should think he was in the neighborhood of thirty years of age.

Question. Was he a native of Alabama?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was any reason assigned for his murder ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were several reasons assigned for it. One reason was that
some fifteen years ago he and another man, a son of Judge Miller, got into a difficulty

with a young man by the name of Charner Brown, and Brown vra.s killed. Mr. Boyd
was arrested and convicted for the killing of that man, and sentenced to the peniten-
tiary for a number of years ; I cannot say exactly how many. After he had been there
a short time the jury who sat upon his trial, with other persons, petitioned to the ex-
ecutive for a commutation of his sentence, and ho granted it. I think the governor at

that time was Governor Winston. Instead of holding Boyd to his sentence they re-

leased him after twelve months in the jail. During the war Boyd served in the con-
federate army, not voluntarily I think; I think he remained out until he thought he
would be conscripted if he did not go. He went into a sort of home guards. He was
elected or api»ointed, I am not certain which, as solicitor of the conuty. It hits been
claimed by some that his murder was in retaliation for the killing of Brown fifteen

years before; although the jury who tried him had petitioned to the governor and got
his sentence commuted. Another reason given was this: prior to the 31st of March,
some time during the first part of the year, a man by the name of Snoddy was killed

;

two negroes were arrested for the murder, and had a preliminary exaudnation and
were committed to jail to await the finding of the grand jurj'. A short time after they
were committed to jail ; whether they escaped or were taken out I cannot say pos-

itively—they were out of jail. One of them I think was found dead not long after,

and soon after that the father of one of those men who had been committed to the jail,

an old man, against whom there was no evidence implicating him in th(! murder, was
found hanging to a tree. Mr. Boyd, being the county solicitor, had taken extra pains
in the case, and had shown a great deal of earnestness in obtaining evidence to convict
some i)arties of the hanging of this old man.

By Mr. Van Trump :
f

Question. Were these parties white or black "?

Answer. The man who was hung was black ; the man whose body was found was
black. Snoddy, who was killed, was a white man. The persons committed to jail

were negroes, and the father of one of the men committed to jail was found hanging to
a tree. Mr. Boyd being a man very eager in everything he undertook to do, if he had
the least idea of success, could not keep it to himself. He did not hesitate to say that he
had evidence sufficient to convict certain parties of the hanging of this old man, and
that he intended to keep the grand jury in session for six months but that they should
find an indictment against them. He told this to me as clerk of the court. I said to

him, " If you have sucb evidence as that you had better keep it to yourself." The laud-

lord of the hotel where he boarded said that Boyd told him the same thing in the

hotel, in the presence of some of the very parties against whom he had evidence, and
in a short time after that he was killed.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was the grand jury in session when he was killed?

Ansioer. No, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. You have heard those two causes assigned for his being killed?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has any one been arrested for his murder ?

Ansioer. No, sir.

Question. Was the subject investigated by the grand jury?
Answer. Yes, sir.

4
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Question. Was there any identification of persons connected -witli the murder?
Answer. No, sir. In their report to the court the whole idea they conveyed was that

the parties came from an adjoining county. They did not deny that he was killed by
Ku-Klux, or disguised persons, but thej- conveyed the idea that the persons came from
an adjoining county.

Question. Where had this man Brown lived ?

Ansicer. In Greene County, some twelve miles from Eutaw.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Did you say the grand jury reported as a reason for not finding an indict-

ment that the parties came fi'om another county ?

Answer. They conveyed the idea that the iiarties came from outside of the countj*.

Question. Was that the reason assigned ?

Ansivei'. I suppose they could not find an indictment against parties out of the
county.

Question. Not for a crime committed in the county ?

Answer. Not if the parties lived out of the county.
Question. Did they give that as a reason for not finding an indictment ?

Ansive): No, sir : not as a reason, though it was a reason. They could not identify

any of the jjarties ; but all they said was, that in their opinion they came from an ad-
joining county.

Question. What was the I'eply of your brother, the judge, to that ?

Ans^ver. He had the report of the grand jury filed and put upon record, and, of course,

he had no reply to make to it.

Question. You think not ?

Answer. He did not make any reply.

By the CnAiRMAX

:

Question. Will you state what you know about the state of affairs in Choctaw
County ?

Answer. I was there after January, on my plantation ; my brother has a plantation
there of some four thousand acres; he is also a judge of the circuit court. I was there

at the time the judge of probate was shot ; I did not see him until the next morning
;

he said he was shot at about 3 o'clock on a Saturday afternoon. I saw him the next
morning ; I can only give you his story ; I can state that he was wounded in the arm.

Question. What is his name ?

Answer. F. M. Hill. I had seen anonymous letters that he had received ; I have seen
one since then Avaruing him that if he did not vacate his office he would be killed.

Question. Did he inake any statement to you on the next morning after that occurred ?

Ansii'er. Yes, sir.

Question. What was his statement?
Ansiver. He has a plantation some ten miles from the county seat; he is in the habit,

on Saturday nights, of driving out there to spend Sundays ; he went through a little

village, of the name of MouufSterliug. and was going down a little hill, sitting in his

carriage, driving with his left hand ; he is a large, portly man. As he got near tiie

bottom of the hill he heard the crack of a rifle and felt a little sting in the arm, and,
turning his eyes, saw a man behind the fence, with h-is rifle sticking up through the
fence. He could not identity the; man, though he could see that there was a man there,

and could see the rifle. He had no weapons with him, and immediately drove over the
creek and went to a doctor, and had his wound dressed. The bullet made a flesh-

wound; I saw him the next morning.
Question. Was there anything to show that that attempt at assassination was con-

nected in any way with the discharge of his duties as ijrobate judge, or with his

political opinions ?

Answer. Nothing that I know of. He had had previous warnings to vacate his office

or he would be killed.

Question. What is theie to show that that was more than an ordinary attempt at

highway robbery or murder ?

Answer. There is nothing in the thing itself, unless you connect it with the warnings
which he had had.

Question. Is that all you know of that case ?

Answer. It was investigated before the grand jmy, but no indictment was found.
Question. He could not identify the man ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. That is the reason no indictment was found?
Anstcer. Yes, sir.

By the Ciiaiumax :

Question. What other occurrence do you know of in that county hearing upon the
subject of our investigation as to the security of life or property?
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Ansicer. Immediately after my brother and myself left the plantation to go to Mobile
to attend the trial of these Eutuw rioters, my brother's gin-house, engine—he had a very
line one—grist-mill, press, about five thousand bushels of cotton seed, intended to bo
converted into meal, the bridge which crosses the creek which divides our plantations,
a very large creek, and about half a mile of fence, were buined. The bridge was not
burned entirely ; it was set on fire but put out befoi'e it was entirely destroyed. When
I came up from Mobile, I went to the plantation to investigate the facts of the case.

The men on the place said that they tracked four men to the gin-house from across tlie

bridge ; also, that from that point they tracked fifteen horses and mules up to what
is called the cross-roads, some eight miles from the place. They also said that there
was an old negro man who saw and counted fifteen men passing up there just about
daylight, going on north towards Sumter County. Whether those men did this or not,

we cannot say. But we know that the buildings were set on fire, because they were
burned on a Thursday night, and the engine had not been used since the Saturday pre-
vious, and there was no tire anywhere about the buildings.

Question. Have there been any whippings in Choctaw County ?

Anstcer. No complaints have been made to nie personally, except in one case. A man
on our place was summoned to appear before the court. I sent a note by him to go by the
"way of Mount Sterling, and get our yiail on his return. Ho went for the mail, and
his report and that of othei's to me was—there were two other colored men with him

—

that he was set upon and beaten by about twenty-five men in the place.

Question. Were they masked or in disguise?
Anstver. No, sir.

Question. That was his statement about it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Ha v^e there been any proceedings in the county to compel the resignation of
officers ?

Answer. I was not present at any meeting for that purpose, because I had just gone
to our home, at the time of the resignation of the sheriff and adjournment of the
court when my brother was holding it. Perhaps I should say something about that.
My brother commences his court in Choctaw County. Prior to the meeting of the
court the sheriif told my brother that he intended to resign ; that he did jiot think he
could hold court there, the people were so excited. He w^as urged not to resign, and
finally persuaded not to. The court was commenced and held the first week with good
success and in quiet. The court AVas held on the Monday and Tuesday of the second
week. Tuesday evening there was a groat deal of disturbance in the town. A
great many men came in there, and there was a great deal of boisterousness about the
town.

Question. W^hat was the cause of this excitement or disturbance?
Answer. I cannot tell you; it was the intention probably to break up the court. This

was on Tuesday. The judge sent the sheritf out to stop the noise, and if the parties
did not stop the noise to bring them into court. The sheritf went out and they were
quiet. After the court adjourned they were about town cursing the damned radicals,
and very noisy most of the night. Wednesday morning the sheriff handed in his resig-
nation to the court, saying that he was no lunger sheriif, thereby blocking the wheels
of the court, and the court had to adjourn.

Question. SVas the sheriff a republican or a democrat?
Answer. He was a republican. The judge asked the reason for his resigning, and he said

that he had very reliable information that they intended to break up the ccmrt, and he
could not keep order ; so he would resign. Immediately after the court adjourned, an
indignation meeting, as they called it, was held. The chairman of the meeting, as he
took the stand, stated that the object of the meeting was to pass resolutions re-
questing the officers of the county, of the circuit court, and of the district, to resign,
and if they did not resign to take them out of their offices. One man there l)y the
name of Wiley Coleman, a lawyer and a democrat, and a very good man, came into the
meeting and made a speech there. He told them that they would be sorry for that
day's work ; and he introduced some resolutions, which were adopted, a copy of
which I have in my pocket.

Washington, D. C, June 5, 1871.

ARTHUR A. SMITH, examination continued.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was the proceeding narrated by you, at the close of your testimony on
Saturday last, followed by the resignation of any of the officers of that county ?

Answer: I do not know that it was the result of that meeting—it might have been
because of an anonymous letter that he received—but the tax-collector of the county
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resigned his ofiice. That "vvas the only one. I think. I am not advised as to wlietlier

the probate jndge has resigned ; he toW me he should resign.

Question. Are you at present clerk of the circuit court in Greene County?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Has your term expired, or did you resign ?

Answer. I resigned.

Question. For -^'hat reason ?

Answer. For the reason that I could not live there in safety.

Question. What prevented you from living there in safety f

Answer. Violence.
Question. Were any threats made against you ?

Ansivei: There have been several anonymous letters sent to me. About the first of

the year, after I left there, several people, who were friends to me as far as they could
be, told my wife by no means to allow me to go back there, because I would not bo
I)ermitted to go from the train to my boarding-place without being assassinated.

Question. Was that on account of your being a witness, or having participated in

that meeting?
Answer. I have been told by several lawyers, particularly by Chancellor Clark, who

is a leading lawyer there, that, so far as my official conduct there was concerned, there

was no complaint against me. It may sound a little egotistical on my part, but he
told me to my face that I made the best clerk they ever had there ; they had nothing
against me—^that was before I was a witness ; that they had nothing against me, only
that I belonged to the usurping party.

Qnestion. Uid he communicate to you any desire that you should resign?
Ansicer. Not at that time ; no, sir.

Question. Do you know of any school-house having been birmed in that county?
Answer. I do. I was county superintendent of education for that county. I not only

know of school-houses having been burned, but of men having been driven from the
county because they were teachers in the colored schools.

Question. When did that occur?
Ansrcer. That occurred in the last of 1869, and during the year 1870.

Qnestion. Did you, in your official capacity as superintendent of schools, make any
investigation into those cases ?

Ansiver. I called the attention of the grand jury to them, and gave the names of sev-

eral witnesses to be subpoenaed. I know there was no result of the investigation, so

far as any one being even indicted or arrested.

Question. How many school-houses were destroyed in the county ?

Ansu-er. I now recollect five that were destroyed.

Question. By what means were the teacliers to whom you refer driven away ?

Answer. I had teaching there two young men from the North, and one who was not

a northern man. Not only were threats made to them personally, as they reported to

me, but they were given so long a time to leave the place where they were ; and one
man, who came from Circle^^lle in Ohio—I think that was the place—told me that he
would have to leave for fear of personal harm ; and he did leave.

By'Mr. VaxTkump:
Qttestion. What was his name ?

A^mver. His name was, I think, S. E. Hayues. He was fioni Circlevillo in Ohio ; I

think it was in Greene County.
Question. Circknille is in Pickaway County.
Ansu-er. The other man was from Indiana. His school-house was burned, and a

note was left, telling him he must leave there within a certain time, or he would bo
harmed.

Question. Are you as distinct in your recollection that it was Circlcville, Ohio, that

this man Haynes came from, as you are that it was from Greene County?
' Answer. I will not be positive as to the name of the town; I am sure that it was in

Greene County, Ohio, and I think it was Circleville. I have letters in my iwssessiou

which woidd give the information. His name was S. E. Haynes, or S. A. Hayues.

By the Chairman :

Question. How are your grand and traverse jurors selected ?

Answn: The probate judge, the clerk of the court, and the sheriff meet on the first

Monday in January of each year, I think, and select from the registered list of voters

the names of those who are competent to serve as jurors. Those names arc registered

and put on file in the judge of probate's ofiice, and duplicates of those names are

])ut into a box. Twenty days before each court there are drawn from the names in the

box a sufficient number for the juries. As they are drawn a list is made of them, and
their names are put in another box. Two terms are held in a year, and they are drawn
from that registered list. At the commencement of the next year a new list is made,
and those of the old list who have not been drawn are put back into the box.
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By Mr. Pool :
'

Question. How many names do you put in the first box ?

Answer. I do not think there is any specific number ; my impression is that they put
in what is supposed to be a sufficient number.

By the Chairman :

Question. In drawing your grand and traverse jurors in Greene and Chocta-^v" Counties,
are there a fair proportion of colored men on the juries 1

Answei: Yes ; it was a good, fair drawing, with a fair proportion of each.
Question. Were the colored jurors notified, and did they attend ?

Ansicer. We had a great many cases where they did jj^ot appear, and of course a de-
fault or forfeiture was entered against them. In their explanations or excuses, when
the scire facias was issued to them, in a great many instances they said they were not
notified ; that was the case particularly in Greene County. My acquaintance in Choc-
taw County is not suflicieutly extensive to enable me to tell ; I have been there but a
short time. But that was the case in Greene Countj\ In regard to those who were
notified—two instances of which I remember—they said that they were threatened if

they served on the jury.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. How long have you lived in Alabama?
Ansiver. I have lived there since May, 1869.

Question. When were you made clerk of the court there ?

Ansiver. I was made clerk in October, 1869.

Question. You became clerk of the court within five months after you went to Ala-
bama to live ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You were appointed clerk ?

Answer. I was.
Question. By whom ?

Ansiver. By the judge of the circuit.

Question. Who was the judge of the circuit?
Answer. My brother, L. R. Smith.
Question. How long has he lived there ?

Answer. I think he went there in 1865.
Question. Where from ?

Ansiver. I think he went from Michigan.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Are you sure he went as early as 186.5 ?

Answer. The war closed in 1865. After he was mustered out he came east, and then
went to Chicago and Detroit. When he entered the Army he went from Detroit. It is

my impression that it was in the fall of 1865 that he went to Alabama ; I will not be
positive about that, but I know he was there during the first of 1866.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. When was he made judge of the circuit ?

Answer. He was elected by the i)eople at the same time that they voted upon the
new constitution of the State, and when the other State officers were elected.

Question. That was in 1868, when the constitution was voted down by the people ?

Answer. It was at the time that Governor Smith and others were elected ; it was in
February, 1868, 1 think.

Question. At that election, or at the first election there under the reconstruction laws,
the constitution was voted down; a majority of the people voted against it, I believe.
It was at that same election that Governor Smith was elected ; but the constitution,
nevertheless, was declared by Congress to have been adopted. Who had been clerk
previous to your appointment ?

Answer. A man by the name of Sidney Wormack, who died.
Question. How long did you retain the clerkship ?

Ansiver. I resigned in January or February last ; I forget the exact date.
Question. Was any violence ever ofiered to you while you were in that office ?

Answer. There Avas no particular violence offered to me, exceiit once ; a drunken
man came into my office and commenced to abuse me and threaten me somewhat, but
I very soon got rid of him.

Question. Then the reason for your resigning was simply the anonymous letters you
say you received '?

Answer. That, and communications made to me through others, and then the general
feeling there.

Question. Was any violence offered to these young men from New England, whom
you appointed to teach school ?
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Ansivei: They were not from New Euglund.
Question. Well, from the North.

Answer. Yes, sir ; one ot them reported to me that some men came to the place where
he was living, in disguise, in the night, with pistols, and threatened that if he did not

leave there within a certain time they would kill him or harm him.

Question. Were you one of the supervisors of election in 1870 l

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was a member of the board of supervisors. The board is consti-

tuted of the probate judge, the clerk of the circuit court, and the sheriff of the county.

Question. Each has equal authority in that board ?

Atiswer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you assist in ajuiointiug the officers of election for that year ?

Anmver. I did not.

Question. You did not- perform that part of yoiir duty ?

Answei'. No, sir.

Question. Who did it "?

Answer. The probate judge and the sheriff, I suppose ; the laws say that any two of

the board can perform the duty in the absence of either member.
Question. You are now living in Choctaw County ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. With your brother, the judge ?
•

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is he still judge of the circuit ?

Ansiver. He is ; that is, he was at last accounts.

Question. You were in Mobile recently, on the trial of the Eutaw rioters?

Answer. Yes, sir.

QuestioJi. As one of the witnesses ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. The trial was postponed ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know the reason of its jiostponement ?

Answer. It was postponed on account of the absence of an important witness on be-

half of the Government.
Question. Who was that witness ?

A)iswcr. Major Charles Hays.
Question. Were there many other persons there as witnesses on the part of the United

States ?

Answer. My impression is that there were several there ; every one who was sub-

poenaed to be there was there, I think, with one exception.

Question. How many i^ersons were indicted for that riot !

Answer. There were twenty persons indicted.
*

Question. Were they in custody or on bail '?

Ansiver. I think ten Avere on bail : the others were at large.

Question. They had never been arrested '

Anstpcr. No, sir; I think there were ten at that time ; I do not know whether there

have been any arrested since then, or whether any have come in and given bonds.

Question. Did you see Mr. Hays there on the day of the riot ?

Answer. I did.'

Question. Had he his little son with him ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he on the stand with his father?
Answer. I cannot say ; I did not see Major Hays when he got Tipon the stand. It was

not his son, it was his ue])hew who was with him ; I cainiot say whether he was on
the stand with him or not. I know he was right there in front of the office, while the
others were si)eaking. ami his little nephew was with Mm.

Question. How old was he f

Answer. Perhaps nine or ten ; I do not know.
Question. How many white republicans are there in the county of Greene ?

Answer. How many are there now ?

Question. Yes ; how many are there there altogether ?

Answer. Well, sir, that is a hard question for mo to answer.
Question. Is there a large number of them ?

Answer. Oh, no, no ; according to my standard of republicanism, there are a very
few there.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. Well, take as a test those voting the republican ticket.

Answer. Well, they might not vote at all, and still pretend to be republicans. At
the last election there were four white men who voted the republican ticket to my cer-

tain knowledge.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. You were one of tbem
Ansu-er. Yes, sir.

Question. Mr. Cockrell was one of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who were the others ?

Answer. Judge A. R. Davis, probate judge, aud Major Hays.
Question. Does Mr. Cockrell hold any oftice ?

Answer. No, sir, I think not now; he did hold the office of guardian ad litem to the
louuty, an appointment made by the probate judge.

Question. You spoke of a man, Burton, who was maltreated. You say he was the
county printer ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question, Not in that county.
*

Answer. His paper was printed at Demopolis, Marengo County, twenty-eight miles
from Eutaw.

By Mr. Blair:

Question. I understood you to say Saturday that he was made county printer by act
of the legislature.

Answer. The act of the legislature authorized the probate judge of each county to
designate the paper for the county printing; and the county judge of Greene County
designated his paper.

Question. Did that law allow the judge to designate a paper printed out of the
county ?

'Answer. Yes, sir, anywhere.
Question. It allowed the probate judge of any county to designate a paper anywhere

in the State ?

Ansioer. I will not be certain about that ; my impression is, that it wtis a county
adjoining or a near county.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what year was that law passed ?

Answer. I think it was passed in 1868.

By Mr. Blair:

Question. I understood you to say that the party who assaulted Mr. Burton was in
some way connected with a newspaper.
Answer. A mere employ^, that is all.

I
Question. Had that newspaper formerly enjoyed the county printing, before it was

given to Burton?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was it ever intimated that the quarrel grew out of that business—out of
the loss of that business ?

Ansxcer. That was never intimated that I know of; it may have been that that was
the motive which induced it ; but this man, who lias no pecuniary interest in the
printing, who is a mere employe in the office, would seem to have been a mere tool in
the hands of some one else, if the quarrel grew out of the fact that the printing was
taken from that jpaper aud given to another.

Question. The man might himself have lost employment by it. The papers selected
for this work were generally radical papers, were they not, the papers selected by the
probate judges ?

Answer. They were papers which supported the constitution of the State of Alabama,
and the Constitution of the United States. I cannot say whether you would call them
radical papers ; they were republican papers. There was one exception, I think, to
that rule, in the adjoining coimty. Hale County ; the probate judge designated a
paper published in the county which was a conservative paper.

Question. Was the probate judge himself a conservative?
Answer. He was a repviblican.

By Mr. Ya^ Trump:
Question. In your statement in regard to the place from whence this man Haynes,

the school-teacher, came, you said that he came from Circleville, Ohio, and from Groeue
County. Was it not Cedarvillc instead of Circleville ?

Answer. Yes, sir, that was the place.

Question. What was the character of this man Haynes ; I mean what were his politi-

cal sentiments ; did he believe largely in the divinity of the negro ?

Answer. No, sir, he did not ; he was a very conservative young man ; he said he had
nothing to do with politics ; he never registered or voted in the county.
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Question. Or miugle much with the negroes?
Answer. No, sir, not to my knowledge, no more than his duties as a teacher required.

He had a little house Avhere he lived by himself.

3y Mr. Pool:

Question. How many white republicans were there in Greene County in 1868?
Answer. I cannot say ; I was not there.

Question. How many were there when you first went there?

Answer. There must have been twelve, at least.

Question. Twelve who voted the republican ticket?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You said that there were some there who said they were republicans and
did not vote ; how many of them were there?

Anstuer. There were two or three; the State senator from that district did not vote,

Mr. Mcintosh; he told me he did not vote. Mr. Hawkins did not votetlie ticket. The
county treasurer, a son of A. R. Davis, did not vote, or did not vote the republican

ticket.

Question. Do you know the reason why they did not?
Ansiver. They told me it would be dangerous to do it. The son of Mr. A. R. Davis,

who lives up near Union, said that he could not stay there over night if he had voted
the republican ticket.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was he not understood to be a republican ?

Answer. Not an active reiiublican.

Question. Active enough to hold an office under a republican administration ?

Ansiva: Yes, sir.

Question. That was pretty generally known, was it not?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. Do the grand jury find bills against persons there for committing ordinary
crimes?

Anstver. They find 'bills pretty freely against negroes for ordinary crimes.

Question. Wiiat character of crimes?
Answer. I'etty larceny and misdemeanors.
Question. Do you suppose that an ordinary proportion of such petty crimes are in-

dicted in the county, such as was the case before the war in other counties?

Answer. I think so.

Question. The law is executed there as well as elsewhere in regard to those crimes ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has there ever been any man indicted in that county, or in the court, for

committing a crime in disguise ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. No indictment been found at all ?

Answer. Excuse me ; I think that in the last fall term of court there were three par-

ties indicted.

Question. For what ?

Ansxoet: The form of the indictment was for lynching.

Question. Wore the i)arties white or colored?

Answer. They were white. ,

Question. Was the charge that they were in disguise ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And an indictment was found against them in your court?
Answer. They found an indictment.

Question. That is the only case you know of?

Answer. The only case since I have been connected with the court.

Question. Has that case been tried ?

Answer. No, sir ; the parties had not been arrested when I left there.

Question. Why?
Answer. Well, it could not have been for want of knowledge as to their whereabouts,

for they were in Eutaw several times to my certain knowledge, and in the presence of

the sheriff, and were not arrested.

Question. Did you issue a capias ?

Answer. I did.

Question. Did you put it in the hands of the sheriff?

Ansxrer. Yes, sir.

Question. There was no arrest ?

Answer. No, sir.
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Question. Is there any organization in that county, any camps of these men, or any-
thing of that sort ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. You have no personal knowledge of them ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Did you ever see them riding in disguise ?

Ansivcr. I never have.
Question. Do thoy frequently ride in disguise, as you learn from others?
Answer. I am told so.

Question. How often?
A nsiver. I cannot tell. »

Question. At stated times?
Answer. "When I was there I used to hear of it every week. •

Question. Ou what day of the week ?

Answer. It was mostly Saturday night that they rode.

Question. In what numbers ?

Answer. All the way from three to twenty-five. I think on the occasion that Boyd
was killed, the sheriff estimated that there were more than forty or fifty of them.

By Mr. Blair:

Quesilion. You mean the solicitor, Boyd?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have any scourgiugs occurred recently ?

Answer. Not that I kuow of personally ; only by hearsay, from other parties.

Question. I mean, of course, as you learn from others; you. could uot have been present.
Answer. A prominent man in Eutaw, a democrat, a Mr. Taylor—he goes by the name

of Kit Taylor ; I do not kuow what his name is—a very large land-holder, said that it

was reported to the authorities that one Flem Cross, wife, and family had been poisoned

;

that the wife had died ; that warrants were issued for the arrest of several negroes
;

that the sheriff took a posse and went down and arrested the negroes, and was going
to Eutaw with them, wheu he was met by a party of men in disguise, who immediately
put a guard over him, and took the negroes away from him and beat them very badly

;

cut one man and one woman nearly to pieces, but did not kill them.
Question. Wheu was that ?

Ansiver. That must have been in March last.

Question. Now, return to the indictments that were found; upon what parties was
the lynching committed by those who were charged with committing it ?

Ansiver. Upon some negroes. The indictment was for lynching ; it was under an act
for the purpose of suppressing lynching. Do not understand me to say that these per-

' sons were lynched, but the indictment was found under an act which was passed to

suppress lynching. It was charged that they did go upon a iilace in disguise, and beat
and whip certain parties.

Question. That was the charge in the indictment ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What is the politics of the paper published in Greene County ?

Answer. Democratic.
Question. What is the tone of that paper in its editorials in regard to these outrages ?

Ansiver, It is rather quiet ; it does not say much.
Question. Does it denounce them at all ?

Answer. I never saw a piece in it denouncing them that I recollect of, except that
upon one occasion it called upon the people to refrain from violence.

Question. Who is the editor of that paper?
Answer. Joseph W. Taylor.
Question. Is he a member of this organization?
Ansiver. I cannot tell you.
Question. You do not know ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Has it been the custom in Alabama to give patronage—public printing,

&c.—to papers that support the party in power ?

Ansiver. Do you say, " Has it been th,e custom ?
"

Question. However, you have not been there long enough to answer that question.

Is that the custom in Michigan ?

Answer. I do not know ; I never lived in Michigan but one year.

Question. From what State do you come ?

Answer. From Massachusetts.
Question. Then I will ask you the question in regard to that State.

Answer. I think it is the custom there. ^
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Question. Would witnesses be safe to go iuto on'C of your coui'ts aud testify to a state

of facts that would lead to the conviction of one of these marauders?
Answer. I do not think they \Yould.

Question. Suppose that, upon a preliminary investigation, a witness should show by
liis testimony that he knew enough to convict one of them ; would he bo safe during
the time between the investigation and the hnal trial ?

Answer. I do not think he would; aud ]ierhaps I might right here substantiate that
by saying that a man who was beaten there, aud an indictment found against the par-
ties, v/as run out of the county. I issued several subpccuas for him to appear to attend
the court, and he did not come. I issued an attachment for him upon an order of the
court, and he gave bond for his appearance; but he did not appear, aud the bond was
fovftjited. He said that if he came there he would be killed. Furthermore, another
party, who was a witness jn behalf of this man in the same case, told me, as a reason
for his not appearing, that he was told if he ai)peared there he would be killed. The
witness forfeited his bond, and an attachment was issued for him at the last court

;

whether he came or not I do not know.
Question. Who went his bail ?

Answer. Some man in Gainsville ; I forget the name now. The man who was beaten
was a negro named Sol Mobley. The man who went on his bail was, I think, Greene
B. Mobley, sr. He is now dead. The attachmeut Avas issued, aud put in the hands of
the sheriif of Sumter County.

Question. What chance is there for the State courts to suppress this violence, if no
indictments are found ?

Answer. No chance ; I look upon the State courts as a farce, so far as that is concerned.
Question. They are totallj" incompetent ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I can speak very confidently of the circuit court of Greene
Couuty, that it is utterly powerless to couvict these men, or any parties guilty of these
crimes.

Question. First, because the grand jury will not find a bill ; and, secondly, because
you cauuot get witnesses ?

Answer. Yes, sir. When the witnesses come up on the preliminary esamiuatiou aud
are bound over, judging the future by the past, it seems to me that it is almost impos-
sible to euforce the law.

Question. Have you ever known anything of the Union League in the county ?

Anstcer. I never have.
Question. Have they Jiad any Union Leagues there since you have been there ?

Answer. No, sir ; or if they have, I never have known anything aboutthem. I never
did kuow auythiug about them any way.

Question. What has been the conduct of the colored people in that county—orderly

or otherwise ?

Answer. Very orderly, indeed.
Question. Have there been any barn-burnings there?
Ansicer. Not that I know of I think two or three gin-houses have been burned, and

negroes arraigned for burning them ; but they never have been couA-icted of it. Ne-
groes have been arraigned for the nuirder and killing of persons, and for burning a
store there ; some twenty or thirty of them ; and one man, one of the negroes, in order
to have them committed to jail, was pressed to fi)erjure himself, as he afterwards con-

fessed. They now have him under an indictment for perjury. I think three or four

colored men were committed to jail upon a preliminary examination before a justice.

Question. On the testimony of this man?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. You say he has been indicted for perjury ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and notwithstanding he came the second time before the grand
jury, and said that he had told them a lie, they still found an indictment against the
other negroes, and they were kept in jail until this last court, when they were put
upon trial, and, as I am informed, all were cleared except this man who perjured him-
self.

Question. You mean that he perjured himself in swearing against the others ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he swore that he was one of the party, and implicated the others

in it.

Question. How long Avere the defendants kept in jail?

Answer. The burning of this store, and the murder aud burning of the clerk in it,

occurred not long after the assassination of Mr. Boyd, which was on the 30th of March,
1-^70. Those negroes Avere arrested, examined belbre a justice, committed to jail, and
taken out once on a writ of habeas corpus before my brother, and he discharged two of
tlicm.

By Mr. Van Tp.umI' :

Question. Whose store was burucd ?

Answer. Doctor Anderson's.
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Question. What was his politics ?

Answer. He was a democrat, I sujipose.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. Has the community ever been able to find out who were the guilty parties ?

Answer. No, sir ; the case was decided in favor of these parties only a few weeks
since, except the man who perjured himself.

Question. You say the store was burned not long after the assassination of Mr. Boyd?
Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Did it have any connection with that ?

Answer. This man, Dr. Anderson, at one time told me that he himself thought it

was merely retaliation for the murder of Mr. Boyd ; that is, when he supposed that
the negroes were guilty of the act.

Question. Is the doctor supposed to have been connected in anv way with the murder
of Mr. Boyd ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think he was one of the parties ; I cannot tell about his
knowing auything about it.

Question. Was he an active democrat, so as to have notice attracted to him ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; he was a very conservative man, only when he was drunk ; then he
was very active as a democrat, denouncing everybody that was ever loyal to the Gov-
ernment, or who sympathized with the republican party.

Question. Has there been any fear in that community that there would be retaliation
by the negroes ?

Answer. I think there was, at the time of the assassination of Mr. Boyd.
Question. IJave you known of any other acts of retaliation ?

Answer. Other acts of retaliation f . .

Question. By the negroes there ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have never known of any acts of retaliation at all.

Question. What is the relative proportion of white people and of negroes in that
county ?

Answer. I think it was estimated at one time that there were three to one.
Question. Three negroes to one white man ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is the number of negroes in that county diminishing any ?

Ansicer. I think it is, very fast ; after the last election a great manj- left the county
Question. Did all of the negroes vote at that election ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think they did.

Question. In your judgment, what proxiortion of them did vote ?

Answer. I could not give you any definite statement ; I know that in some precincts
many of them did not vote. In one i)recinct scarcely any negroes voted ; and in
others, as it ax>peared from the poll-list, a great many negroes voted the democratic
ticket.

Question. A great many of them voted the democratic ticket ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; in 1869, I think, the republican majority in the county was nearly
2,200 ; in 1870, the majority was 43 democratic.

Question. How many negroes voted the democratic ticket ?

Answer. I cannot tell.

Question. I do not ask you to give the exact number, only to approximate to the
number.
Answer. I should think there were, perhaps, 1,500.

Question. How many did not vote at all ?

Answer. I do not know ; there might have been two or three hundred or more ; I am
not well enough acquainted all over the county and with the negroes to give you the
exact number.

Question. Did the negroes who voted the democratic ticket do so willingly, or did they
do so from terror ?

Answer. I know a great many who did nat vote it ; they made affidavit they did not
vote the democratic ticket ; but I say that it so api^eared from the poll-books.

Question. Do you mean to intimate that there was fraud in the count ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do.

Question. When you spoke of 1,500 negroes having voted the democratic ticket, you
mean that it so appeared from the count ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In your judgment, to what extent was that fraud carried 1

Answer. It was carried to the extent that, as I tell you, there were 43 democratic
majority, while in the election before that there were 2,200 or 2,300 republican major-
ity.

Question. Do you mean to say that tUb whole of that result was obtained by fraud ?

Anstver. Not the whole of it ; there were a great many additions to the democratic
party, and perhax)s some negroes voted that way willingly, in order to protect them-
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selves. But the great proportion of them did not do it willingly, if they did it at all

;

and a portion of them voted the republican ticket, as they supposed, when they voted

;

but when the votes came to be counted, they were democratic.

Question. Were all the poll-keepers democrats?
Ansiver. Yes, su- ; every one.

Question. Were they appointed by the sheriif ?

A)iswer. They were appointed by the sheriff and judge of probate ; the board of

supervisors consists of the probate judge, the clerk, and the sheriff, but I was not pres-

ent when the poll-keepers were appointed.

Question. Who is the probate judge ?

Answer, A. R. Davis.
Question. What is his politics ?

Answer. Republican, or he was.
Question. Is the sheriff a democrat ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And they appointed no republican poll-keeper in the county ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. V.in Trump :

Question. How many republican poll-keepers could there be if there were only four

white republicans there ?

Answer. There are several colored republicans in that county.

Question. Do you mean to say that the whites there would not electioneer with the

negroes in that county ?

Ansive): I do not say that.

Question. Do you mean to say that that had no influence with them ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not.

Question. The whites there were mostly the former masters of 'these negroes, were
they not ?

Answa: Yes, sir; but I mean to say this: that the negroes, if left to their own free

choice, and if they felt that they would be protected in doing what they wish, would,

almost to a man, "vote the republican ticket.

Question. That is your opinion ?

Answer. That is mj' opinion
;
yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Are you sure that Judge Davis had anything to do with the appointment

of these poll-keepers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He certainly had the right to do so ?

Ansiver. He did ; the law expressly says that two of the board shall be present to

make appointments ; I was not there, and I know he did appoint them.

, By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. 1 understand that you are from Massachusetts.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And your brother, the judge, was from Michigan ?

Answer. He was from Michigan when he went into the Army.
Question. He was originally from Massachusetts ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How did you happen to go to Alabama in 1869 1 Did your brother write to

yoii to go ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And that he would give you an office ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Are you sure that was not in the letter?

Ansrver. Yes, sir; I am sure. I went there with the expectation of going upon a

plantation.
Question. But you got the office shortly after yon got there ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I w;is appointed by the State superintendent as county superin-

tendent of education for Greene County'before I was appointed clerk.

Question. Your brotli<!r lived in another county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And within four or five months after you went there, while yon were hold-

ing another office by appointment, your brother appointed yon clerk of the court f

Ansicer. Yes, sir; after I was there five months.
Question. Did that give satisfaction to the peojjle of the county?
Ansu-er. It gave satisfaction to the bar.

Question. You have said that you believe no person could safely testify as a wit-

ness in this riot case
;
you instance that as a particular case ; that was a pretty strong
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case ; I understand you to mean in the conntj' of Greene—that no man knowing fully

the circumstances connected with the riot con1d go there and safely testify against
these parties. Would it make any difference whether he testified in the county or in

MobQe, if, after he testified, he went l)ack to that county ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Then, in your opinion, no vritness could testify in]the case with safety if his

testimony would tend to convict the party ?

Answer. I say so.

Question. Judging from the facts which you have detailed here of your personal
knowledge of that riot, would you not, in one way or another, be a very thorough
witness ?

Ansiver, I would.
Question. You were summoned as a witness at Mobile, but did not testify there ?

Answer. I testified before the grand jury..

Question. The people of Greene County knew that you were summoned there ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. In fact, you knew more about that case than Mr. Cockrell himself even?
Ansiver. Very likely.

Question. How many witnesses were summoned from Greene County to go to Mobile?
Answer. Major Hays, Mr. Cockrell, his son, and myself; four of us.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have you been threatened because of being a witness there ?

Answe)\ Not directly since then. As I said to you Saturday, a man threatened me
in my office, and said that he would be damned if I should ever be permitted to testify

before the grand jury. I will say this, and if Mr. Cockrell ever appears he will tell j'ou

the same. To show the feeling in this case, I will say that one of the parties in going
with him to Mobile—they knew I had gone from Greene County and probably would
not return there ; but my brother still holds his court there—one of the men, a leading
member of the bar, said that if I testified against these parties, my brother would not
be permitted even to hold court in Greene County.

By Mr. Blaii? :

Question. He told you so ?

Answer. No, sir ; he told Mr. Cockrell so.

Question. ^Vho was he ?

Answe): A son of Chancellor Clark.

By Mr. Pool :

Question, Having testified, would you now feel safe in Greene County ?

Answer. I would not. And allow me to say still further in regard to Mr. Hays ; from
his account to me, I think he feels that he is not safe in testifying, and he has been
informed as unich ; that if he went there and testified, not only would his property be
destroyed, but he would be killed.

By JNIr. Blair :

Question. I believe he testified here himself that he felt very ^afe at present.
Answer. Ho has not been before the court to testify.

Question. Do you pretend to sav that is the reason why Mr. Hays does not go and
testify ?

Ansiver. I do
;
yes, sir.

Question. Ho alleged here himself that lie had a very different reason for not going.
You assert he had that reason and not another reason.

Answer. I do not know what reason he gave here. I know that Major Hays told me
that he was not only told, but written to, that in case he did go there and testify, it

would jeopardize his family and himself.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. You mean to express it as your opinion that that, at least, is one of his

reasons ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blaiii :

Question. As you observe, wc are taking testimony now in regard to this Eutaw riot.

You have been asked your opinion about a great many things. Now, is it not your
oi)inion that this committee could go to Eutaw and ascertain the exact facts of the
case much better than we can do sitting here f

Ansiver. No, sir; not better—the exact facts. You might obtain a knowledge of tho
different positions which they occui^ied, and all that, much better than I have explained
it to you.
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Quesiion. Are there not other people there besides j'ourseM' who are able to throw
light upou this matter ?

Answer. Yes, sir : perhaps so.

Qu&ition. Would we uot be likely, by goiug there, to get hold of all the men who saw
this riot in all of its different aspects f

Ansive7\ You might possibly get them; I do not say that you could not; I do not
know.

Question. We certainly could get them there as well as here ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Questioti. And probably better, because we could reach more witnesses ?

Ansiver. Perhaps. As I understood your question, it was whether I did uot believe
that you could get at the exact facts better on the ground than here. I answered that
I did not think you could any better. But yet I did uot mean to have you understand
that I did not think it would be a good idea for you to do so, or that you would not
get at any facts by going there.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. You mean that if we would stay here long enough, and go to the expense
of summoning all the witnesses that know anything about it, we might possibly do as
well here as there ; that is what you mean, is it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Who recommended you as clerk of the circuit court ?

Answer. The republicans of Greene County.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many were there then ?

Answer. I mean the white republicans.
Quesiion. I supiJosed you mean the white republicans ; I asked you how many there

were ?

Answer. I might say that more than the republicans of Greene County recommended
me. Judge Miller formerly lived there, but then lived in ^lobile ; aud the solicitor,

Mr. Boyd ; Judge Davis, Scxuire Cockrell. I think Major Hays was not there at the
time.
' By Mr. Pool :

Question. Any members of the bar ?

Ansicer. Squire Cockrell was a member of the bar.

By ill-. Van Trump :

Question. How many white members of the bar ? I say " white." because there may
be some negroes. How many white members of the bar, besides Mr. Cockrell, are there
in Greene County ?

Answer^ I think there are twelve. Several have come in recently. I do not know
that there are any colored members of the bar.

By Mr. Pool :

QueMion. Was anj^ other person pressing an application for the office?

A7isiver. No, sir; not at that time.
Question. No colored man ?

Answer. No, sir.

By ilr. Stevenson :

Question. You have spoken of a gentleman by the name of Jolly. Is there more than
one person of that name there ?

. Ansioer. Not in the town of Eutaw, I think. He is a member of the bar; Mr. J. J
Jolly.

Question. Is he a prominent democrat ?

Ansu'er. Yes, sir.

Question. Had he been addressing4he democratic meeting on the day of the riot f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You spoke of a deputy sheriff wlio was in your room, aud who said that
there would be a row, or something to that effect. Is he a democrat ?

AusHHir. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he a special deputy, assigned for that day ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; he was deputy sherift" of th<> county and also marshal of the town.
Question. Did you sec him do anything to stop the riot?

An^icer. One person by the name of I'erkins was talking rather loudly, and he went
to him and told him he must be quiet.

Quesiion. At wliat time was that ?
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Answer. During the first iiart of the sjieakiug.

Question. Did you know of any of the persons whom the sheriff had sworn in as spe-
cial deputies '?

Ansiver, I did not see any acting in the capacity of deputies. I do not know that I
ever Iieard that ho swore any in.

Question. Can you tell me why the colored people of that county, being largely in the
majority—I understand that thert; are seven or eight hundred white voters there, and
over two thousand colored voters—why did they not retaliate?

Anstcer. At that time ?

Question. Yes; and generally, when imposed Tipon ?

• Ansicei: Tliey were told to come there without their arms ; and as for as I have been
concerned, and I think that is generally the case there, the republicans have counseled
peace and submission, and have guarded against anything like retaliation or disturb-
ance on the part of the freedmen.

Question. How with the republican Jeaders generally ; have they advised submission
to these outrages ?

Answer. They have ; and let me here remark one thing. Boyd was killed on Thurs-
day night ; on Saturday thenegroes came into town by hundreds, with their guns on
their shoulders, exasperated" and ready for retaliation at any cost. They came to my
office, and asked me about it. I said to them, " no ;" that I would go as far as any man
to punish the assassins of Boyd, and that I would go as far as any inau to punish them
if they touched a torch or tired a pistol. The remark of one old man to me was,
"Captain, I tell you these people have never surrendered yet; and the only way to
stop this is to burn them out." And he wanted to go and burn the hotel right there
in daylight on that Saturday. I told him that it woidd not do ; that they must not do
it ; and I got them to go home, and they went off without making any disturbance.
That was right when the people there feared that they were somewhat in dang* from
insurrection or rebellion. At night, when I went homo and went past the post office,

I took out an anonymous letter, that I iiAist leave within a certain time. On the fol-

lowing Monday I showed this letter to some of the members of the bar, and they called
a meeting iu my office of the members of the bar in Eutaw, and assured me that this
letter, whoever it might be written by—it was signed, " K. K. K."—was written by
eome man who Avauted my office, and took that way to try and frighten me. They as-
sured me at that time that they liked me as an officer, had no fault to find with me, and
that they hoped that I would still use my iufiuence to keep things quiet. I told them
plainly that I would do so ; that I was in favor of law and order.' I had petitioned to
the governor for troops, and they knew it ; that was one reason why the members of
the bar came to me. They wanted to get me to go to Montgomery and have that
order countermanded, or to sign a x^etition not to have them sent. I told them I would
not do it ; but that whenever they would call a meeting irrespective of party, and
pass resolutions denouncing all such things, and stating that there was no need of
having troops, then I would do so ; but until they did that, I thought it was better for
the safety of the colored men and of the whites to have troops there.

Question. Did they ever hold such a meeting?
Ansu'er. No, sir.

Qncstiou. It was generally known among the democrats that you had advised peace 1

Anstrer. Yes, sir.

Question. And had done all you could to prevent retaliation ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you not believe that if the colored people in a county like that, where
they are so largely in the majority, would stand squarely up and fight for their rights,
they would be let alone and left in peace ?

Answer. It would take some time.
Question. Do vou not think you have taken the wrong course down there in submit-

ting?
Answer. I think now, the thing has gone so far that they could not do it ; that it

would bo annihilation to the negroes if they should undertake such a thing.
Question. Why ? They are in the majority.
Answer. They are iu the majority in certain counties.
Question. What would happen ?

Ansirer. Tliey would, if necessary, send iu five thousand men there from other regions.
That thing w.'is tried last summer down there, where they attacked a negro, and the
negroes defended themselves and killed a white man. They went from Eutaw down
there, and hunted them out.

Question. What was the effect ?

A7iswer. They killed a couple of negroes and disbanded ; they called troops there
immediately to keep quiet.

Question. Do you know Avhether that is the view taken by the leaders among the
negroes, the i>reachers, who are generally leaders, are they not ? •

Answer. Yes, sir
;
generally a sort of leaders.
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Question. Do they counsel resistance, or peace and submission, so far as you know?
Answer. I know that, at the time I speak of, the leading colored men in the county

urged retaliation.

. Question. At that particular time ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but since that time, while they dared not retaliate, iu mauy instances
they say, " While the Government, either State or national, does not protect lis, we must
protect ourselves in the way of voting."

Question. That is, protect themselves iu the right to vote ? .

Answer. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. What I waut to get at is, what is the toue and general course of the leaders
among the colored men as regards advising retaliation or not ?

Answe:): That was the only time I can speak of in my own county, when there was
any opeu disposition expressed for retaliatio]i.

Question. What has been the general advice of their leaders?
Answei: It has been to keep peace ; and it has mat only been the adAice of their leaders,

but it has been handed down to them by the republican leaders—white men.
Question. Suppose collisions were to occur, who would have the advantage so far as

arms are concerued—the colored men or the white men ?

Ansiver. In that county of Greene ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Ansicei: I do not think the colored men have a great many arms.
Question. What kind have they, if any?
Answer. Perhaps some single-barreled guns; a, few double-barreled shot-guns ; some

of them may have some pistols.

^ Question. How are the whites armed usually?
Answer. To the teeth—with pistols and double-barreled shot-guns.
Queition. Revolvers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How do they wear their revolvers?
Ansiver. If it is a large pistol, you most always see them with a belt buckled around

them.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Do they carry them outside ?

Ansiver. Under their coats.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Has there been any special influx of arms since you have been there?
Answer. Not that I have noticed.

Question. Are the white men generally armed, more or loss?

Answer. Yes, sir; hardly a countryman conies into town but lias his pistol buckled
around him.

Question. Does he usually go into town that way, or only on court-days?
Answer. He usually goes in in that way.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Conies iu exhibiting his pistol ?

Ansiver. He has it l)uckled around him.
Question. So that it can be seen ?

Ansiver. You cannot see the pistol
;
you can see the belt ; I know the decision of the

judges is that the fact of showing the belt does not shelter from the law against
concealed weapons; the iiistol is not seen under the coat.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. The judges hold that to bo still a concealed weapon?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Queslion. You generally infer, when you see the belt, that there is a pistol?
Answer. Yes, sir ; but the court held that the fact of showing a belt is not asuflScient

notice of carrying a iiistol.

Question. It was plead in court that showing the belt was a sufficient notice, and the
judges overruled it?

Ansiver, Yes, sir.

Washington, D. C, June 6, 1871.

Hju. B. W. NORRIS sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what jJart of the State of Alabama do you reside?

Ansiver. I live iu Elmore County, fourteen miles from Montgomery, the cnpital of the

State.
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Question. How long have you lived there?
Amim: I have lived in Elmore County since August, 1865; I have lived \v the State

of Alabama since June, 1865.
Qtiesiion. Have you been a member of Congress from that district ?
Anstver. I was a member of the Fortieth Congress from the third cong-essional district

oi Alabama, the district in which I now reside.
Question. Have you traveled mucli over the district ?
Anma: I have canvassed every one of the ten counties in it.
Question. What are the names of the ten counties in your distric^^'^
^«swer. Elmore, Coosa, Talladega, Clay, Tallapoosa, Chambeis, Lee, Eussell. Ran

dolph, and Macon. '

Question. What opportunities have you had of observing the state of affairs in that
district within the last two or three years ? Give us as briefly as you can the facts
that have come under your observation.

Ansiccr. I visited several of the counties in that district prior to the openino; of thecampaign in August, 1870, and after the nomination of the republican state ticket I
canvassed all the counties in the district. I was myself nominated for Congress in
that district. I visited Macon, Talladega, and Lee Counties certainJy not lon?r before
the nominations were made, addi-essiug the republicans of two of those countie? Talla-
dega and Macon. After the nominations in August, I spoke quite extensively through
the district, some five or six times in several counties, and I think not less than twicem any one county. I thus had a v<-ry good opportunity of ascertaining the feelin<r8
and wishes ot the republicans, and to some extent the feelings of the democrats toward
the republicans, in regard to the issues involved in the campaign.

Question. So far as your observation enables yon to speak, to" what extent can per-
sons express their political opinions in that district without molestation : and if thev
are molested, how are they disturbed ?

Anstver. I addressed gatherings of the people in most of the counties in the district
without much interruption. We found it difficult to get notices of our meetings through-
out the district. Posters advertising republican speakers were sent exteusi velv through
the district, but in my canvass-of several hundred miles I do not think I saw six re-
publican posters, while posters announcing democratic meetings were to be seen at
every cross-road, and on almost every grocery everywhere through the district, posters
put up several weeks before the meetings. Our posters were torn down and destroyed
or so mutilated that it was very difficult to make known to the people the fact that a
republican meetiu"- was to bo held in any particuiar locality. In many instances we
had to send men through the various precincts—colored men—to infoiin tlie colore<i
people that meetings were to be held. In several counties of that district bat
lor the presence of those authorized to keep the peace, as for instance the sherift' and
his deputies, at some of those meetings I would not have been allowed to siieak • I
could not have spoken because of the interruptions and the purpose of persons as I
know, who came there to break up our meetings. At Salem, in Leo County, where I
spoke two or three weeks before the election in November, I was told by tlie colored
people assembled there that I had better not speak there, that white men couteniiilated
violence in case I should do so; or, to use their own language, perhaps, there would bo
a row. I replied that I went there for the purpose of speaking and did not pro])ose to
be prevented by any threats of that kind. I did speak ; but I was interrupted fre-
quently during my short speech. There were exhibitions of violence; men would
come on the platform with their hands on their revolvers, evidently with the i)ur])OHo
ol getting up a difficulty, involving me in some difficulty, for the purpose of breaking
up the meeting. Several white men were sitting just before me exhibiting their revolt
vers. And I was followed after the meeting for some time by one or more white menwho evidently meant to get me into a difficulty with them. They followed mo to th;)
cars, for I took the cars on the arrival of the train from Columbus to Opelika. As I
entered the cars several of these men drew their revolvers. I immediatelv took my
seat among the passengers who had come on from Columbus, and they could not tiro
upon mo without endangering the lives of the other passengers. I suppose that for
that reason they failed to discharge their revolvers at all. I had spolcen in a very
conciliatory manner; I Lad said nothing offensive to democrats or to the democratic
party. I gave, as well as I could, an exposition of the republican theory, and was not
aware that I gave the slightest occasion for offense. The white men there who wero
republicans were afi-aid to identify themselves at all with the party there, or to <>ivome even a friendly leeoptiou. I have that from their own lips. One man avIio ts a
postmaster, told me that he was tolerated there only because he was an old resident
and kept quiet—" minded his own business," to use his own language—and was a "ood
postmaster; that he did not dare to utte>- l:,is political sentiments; and that it would
not be safe for him to do so.

Question. In what county was that '?

Ansii-e^: In Lee county, at Salem. I spoke during the canvass at Tuskc-ee in Macon
County, with Judge Eice, formerly chief justice of the State, an old resident of the
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State, aud a uative of the South. I spoke at that time -without interruiition ; but Judge
Eice was interrupted throughout the first jiart of his speech, till he paused aud re-

buked those who interru/jted hini. He was iuteiTujited by white meu sitting on either

side of him, on his right and ou his left, Avith taunts, jeers, grimaces, and all sorts <,f

questions, propouuded evidently to bring contempt upon the meeting, and to insult tlie

judge. His testimony will appear when the testimony is published, in regard to that
meeting, Avhich is already taken, in the contest that I have made with my competitor.

After tire adjournment of the meeting I was very grossly insulted by men who I have
no doubt intended to draw lue iuto a difficulty, with the purpose of inflicting violence

upon me. They were there, as they said, to kee]} the peace. I went down from the
platform, having spoken a few words, just before the adjournment of the meeting,
after Judge Eice had left town. They made their nominations for the county ticket, and
I congratulated them ou the harmony with which they had concluded the proceeding?
of the day. After the adjournment of the meeting some ten or twelve white men came
up tome, with their revolvers bristling, I saw them, and said to me, using profane
language, " You have stated that we are here to break up this meeting ; now you
must take that back." I replied, " I have said no such thing ; I said that the demo-
crats were anxious to devide the republican party at the time of the election, aud I

urged the republicans here not to let them do it. t made no allusion to your presence.

aud I shall not take it back. " Ou my resolutely contradicting what they said, they
finally withdrew ; I gave them no occasion for that demonstration at all. It was seen
and known l)y colored men aud the white republicans present that they evidently
wanted a difficulty, that they had l)een anxious for it all day. But by great caution, by
remarks, both on my part aud on the part of Judge Eice, to which they could not take
exception, we avoided it. That night a religious meeting was held at the Colored
Methodist Church, on one side of the town—a business meeting—which was held quite
late. I was sleeping not far from the court-house ; I heard a large number of men gal-

lop by, and in a little while a large number of .shots were heard to be lired ; I did not
hear them, for I had fallen asleep ; but the gentleman with whom I was stopping came
to me and asked if I had heard the jiistol-shots; I .said I had not; he said, "I heard
thirty or forty of them in tlie direction of the Zion Church. " In the morning I learned
that the church had been lircd into, one of the officers of the church killed, and an-
other mortally wounded, so that he died a day or two after. It was thought that they
supposed a political meeting was being held in the church. No political meeting had
been held in that county bi'tween June and August, for the reason that some promi-
.nent republicans had been shot in June for hohling a meeting in that same place

:

they had not dared to have a night meeting during the summer. When the county
ineeti jg was held for the purpose of selecting delegates to the congressional and State
tonvcntions, it was held at a placeoneside ofthe comity, from the fact that the repub-
lic^ius did not dare to hold a meeting at the court-house. At this time the repub
lican parry was making an effort to reorganize, and a meeting Avas held at Tuskegee,
wheu Jiulge Eice aud myself spoke. It is thought they supposed a political meeting
was held in that church on that night, aud the iufereuce is that these men went there
to attack it and l)reak it up. Tlu; cluu'ch was iired into by white men, because they
were seen, as I have shown in the testimony taken iu my contest. Judge Eice spoke
after that at Opelika, where lie was so much interrupted by white men that he could
make no couuected speech ; I heard him make that statement under oath, that he
was so interrupted that ho could not sjieak there. I spoke at Socapatoy, in Coosa
County, which is rei)utcd to be a very rough place. When Judge Hellin s[>oke there,

the year belbre, in August, 1869, he was drawn into a difficulty, and a republican was
killed, cut to pieces by white men, in a difficulty broughtabout by white men, who were
there for the purpo-^e of bringing on a difhculty. When I spoke there last year, the sheriff

of the county was present with one of his deputies. There was quite a large number of
men, fifteen or twenty, from the adjoining county of Tallapoosa, from Youngsville, who
told the sherifi' they were there for the purpose of i^reventing mc; from speaking; in the
course of the meeting they desired him to leave the ground, so that th<'y uiiglit break
up th<; meet lug, and ilo violence to my person ; that the sheriff has stated under oath.
But he maintained order, although 1 was freciuenlly interrupted wliih; speaking, as I

think ether speakers were. There were two others who spoke, one colored man and
one white uian. I was frequeutly interrupted during the meeting ; but ou account of
the presence of the sheriff no disturbance; took place. He stated that he was there to
keep the peace aud he should do so at all hazards. I do not think I was interrupted
anywhere else throughout the district ; I do uot now recollect to have been. Gener-
ally democrats were present at most of the meetings, and gave respectful attention.

QncHtioii. Did these iuteri-uptions consist of threats of i)ersonal violence, or were
they simply the ordinary hootings of impolite i)eoide?

Amiccr. They were not threats, a.s a general thing. They were contradictions, such
as, " You lie !" " You don't tell the truth ! " " That is a damned lie !" aud all that sort

of thing. lUit these meu, iu some cases, had their lire arms about them, and their
demonstrations were such as to show, I think, that they were ready for trouble, if 1

could be drawn iuto it.
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deplorable by reason of their fears, their feeling of insecurity thekuanT of Wec^tion, and tJ:eir constant liability to outrage at the hands of thfs ortankSLn T4i5l"state that I examined outside of the district, in the city of Mont'^oServ some sixtTewitnesses, many of whom had been run away from thi district ?ikTwho S.^f Jto testify in the counties from which they had been Stveu Fnui of tb^ f
'*'-''

nent ^bite republicans of Chambers County wex^TM^r^awaymmedLtdr^^^^^^^^^^^^

tt?TJ Y""
f^^rgymen, one revenue assessor, who I umlersta^wS be b\?ore y^^^^^and one deputy revenue collector, who now lives in Onelika lie Pnnnt^r i^i?'

teacher, and they both left immediately alter and wefft to Florida Several coloredmen Mere run off rom that county, and testified in anothex countv and haTe wdared to go back there since the election. From the county of MacoAnearlv all th«prominent republicans, both white and black, have been driven away.
By the Chairman :

Question. By what means ? ,
^«.s«;«- By threats. A leader of the party was shot in June, as I have already said
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. What democrats?
Answer. I cannot give their names.
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By the Chairman ;

Question. Do you know their names 1 •

Answer. I do not

By Mr. Blaik:

Question. How do you know they said so ?

Answer. I have heard responsible men say that they heard them say so.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Who did you hear say so?

Answer. One was Colonel G. A. Harmount, of the legislature ; I do not think of any
other now. He said he heard some Tuskegee men say that when William Dougherty
and William Alley were disposed of they could control the, negroes; and that they

added, "They must be driven away/' or " They must be driven o&;" something like

that.
Question. Were those men natives there ?

Anstcer. I cannot say.

Question. Do you know where they came from originally ; or were they natives of

Alabama ?

Answer. I do not know.

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you stated all the cases of whippings and other injuries that came to

your knowledge through the testimony you have taken ?

Answer. I do not recollect how many there were. I know that they occurred, in

Tallapoosa, in Coosa, and in Macon ; and there have been some in some of the other

counties since then ; some in my own county of Elmore.

Question. Taking the district through, can there be in that district a free and volun-

tary expression of political opinion without encountering; danger to life or person ?

Answer. I think there would be danger at the present time.

Question. Have there been any prosecutions there against any persons for the oflenses

of which you have spoken "?

Ansu-er. There have been in Talladega County, I think ; I have not spoken of the

outrages committed there. There were some outrages committed there, and I was
informed by Judge Pelham and some otheis that some prosecutions were had there at

the last term of the court; but no convictions.

Question. There was a trial there ?

Ansieer. There was a trial, but the jury acquitted in every case. There is a Ku-KIux
organization on the line of Talladega and Calhoun Counties, and I believe there were

some outrages committed there.

Question. Have you any moans of knowing the extent of that organization in that

part of Alabama ?

Answer. I have not, further than what appears in the testimony I have taken. There

18 an organization in Macon, in Coosa, in Tallapoosa, and on the line of Talladega and
Calhoun Counties. There is also an organization in Chambers County, because there

was a nnirder conunitted tht-re by disguised men ; I do not know how extensive the

organization is in that county. I know this old colored man, nanud Trammel, was
killed by some eight or ten disguised men, showing that an organization exists in that

county. I do not know that the organization has existed in Russell County, but there

is a great reign of terror in that county among the colored men, and the only promi-

nent white republican in that bounty has been driven away since the election. From
some four or live counties in the district prominent rej)ublicans have been run off since

the election.

Question. Is there any obstacle to holding democratic meetings there, and the expres-

sion of political sentiments by members of that party?
Answer. I never knew a democratic meeting to be interruptfd iu any way ; I never

heard of such an instance in all the Slate of Alabama ; by republicans, I mean.
Question. Can other than political questions be freely and publicly discussed through-

out the State without danger ?

Answer. There is no doubt that religious questions, an(\ all others outside of politics,

cajv be discussed. I have never heard of any dithculty.

Question. Have you had occasion to hear any excuse or justification offered for those

whijjpings, <fec.? If so, what excuses have been given ?

Ansicer. Where the facts are known, the general excuse given is that the parties

upon whom the violence has been committed are disreputable persons
;
i>erhaps they

are northern men, who, it is said, have used incendiary language to the negroes ; have
excited the colored people against the white people ; or they may be native republi-

cans who have doue the same thing ; or they may bo disr-'putable persons.

By Sir. Van Trump :

Question. Who are the persons who make these excuses?
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Answer. If yoa will read tlie democratic papers of the State you will find in tbera a

full answer to that question. The democratic papers and the democrats of the South
make those excuses ; in many cases they palliate and excuse the outrages, and say they
are justifiable. After I had spoken in Lee County, although it has never been charged
that I used incendiary language in any case in the three or four campaigns I have been
engaged in, the Opelika paper justified the treatment I received at Selma ; and the
Montgomery Mail, a prominent democratic jiaper, quoted approvingly the article from
the Opelika iiaper.

Question. I do not understand you to say there was any violence there. I was asking
you who made excuses for killing men. You say you went to Alabama in 1865 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. From where did you go ?

Answer. I went from this city, in the service of the Army. Maine is my native
State,

Question. To what part of Alabama did you go ?

. Answer. I went first to Mobile, and then to Montgomery.
Question. You were a member of the Fortieth Congress from Alabama ?

Ansiver. I was.
Question. When were you elected ?

Answer. I was elected when the constitution was voted on, after the term of the
Fortieth Congress had commenced.

Question. You served for only a portion of the term ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

(Question. You have stated here that there were disturbances at jjolitical meetings in
your district. Was that a new thing in your experience ?

Answer. It was entirely new to me.
Question. Have you ever been in Ohio or any other of the Western States ?

Answer. I have never been there during a political campaign. I never knew such
things in Maine ; republicans aud democrats are tolerated there.

Question. lu what business did you engage when you first settled in Alabama ?

Answer. I purchased a large plautation, which I now own, and have worked since
that time. I will add that when I first went there I had no pirrpose to take any part
in politics. I advocated the ratification of the fourteenth amendment, under which
the State at that time would have fallen under the control of the old regime. I advo-
cated it in the interest of jicace, and not because it was all I wanted.

Question. You thought that was the best way to restore peace ?

Ansicer. At that time I thought it was the best way.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You are now contesting a seat in the House of Representative* of the Forty-
second Congress ?

Ansiver. I am.
Question. Against whom ?

Anstcer. Mr. Handley is the sitting member, who is returned as having been elected
by some 3,100 majority. I have no dcubt that in a fair election there the republicans
would have from 1,500 to 2,000 majority in that district. There were several precincts
where not a single republican vote was thrown, yet the colored vote there is equal to
the white vote, and almost all republican, while there are many white republicans
there.

Question. W^ere there not large numbers of colored men who came over from Georgia
and voted the republican ticket in Lee County ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. In several of the counties ?

Ansicer. I think not.

Question. Is there not evidence to that effect in this contest?
Answer. No evidence from reliable men at all. I know what the evidence is, and I

know the men who gave it.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Is there such "estimony ?

Ansiver. I admit there is such testimony ; men have stated that a certain number of
colored men came over aud voted; but we have shown that that is not so, that there
18 not a shadow of truth in it. Republicans are not in the habit of voting in that
way ; we do not act on that principle.

Question. You speak of yoiu' district, of course
;
you have not heard of the border

raids in Ohio ?

Anstvei: I have not been iu Ohio much during elections.

Question. You think the republicans are perfect ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think a great many are not.
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"Washingtox, D. C, June 8, 1871.

C. S. CHERRY sworn and examined.

IJy the Chairman :

QuesiiOii. Have you lived in Alabama recently; and if so, in what part of the

Ansim: I lived in Chambers County, Alabama, up to the 12th or 13th day of Novem-

ber last.

Question. How long had you lived there before that t

Ansirer. I lived there all my life.

Question. Are you a native of Alabama?
Ansico: No, sir; I am a native of South Carolina, but my father moved to Alabama

in 1839, when I Avas a small boy, tiiree or four years old.

Question. What caused you to leave the State of Alabama ?

Answer. I left there three or four days after the election, for the reason that I waf

satisfied, if the democrats had carried the State, that if I attempted to live there, ]

would not live three days longer.

Question. What led you to that conclusion ?

Answer. It would, perhaps, be a long story.

Question. Give ns the facts as they occurred, whatever they are.

Answer. I knew that if the democrats had carried the State and that congressional

district, no republican who had taken an active part there for several years past, par-

ticularly a white republican, could live in the immediate neighborhood m whicb

I live. .

Question. What facts came to your knowledge, or within your observation, that justi-

fied you in forming that conclusion ?

Answer. 1 would have formed that conclusion anyhow ; but I received intimations

through a relative of mine, who is a democrat there, and a man of some prominence

perhaps tlie second dav after the chrction—the election, I believe, was on Tuesday, and

this was on Thursday "evening, I think—that if the fignn-s bore out the opinion the.v

then had, that the democrats had carried the State, it would not be safe for me to bf

seen in town another dav. That was in the town of West Point, right there on the Inu

between Georgia and Alabama. My ofiice was in a little town called Blufftown, ad-

joining the town of West Point, and" the State line is between the two.

Question. Had there been, in that neighborhood in Alabama, any acts of violeucf

toward republicans ? n -i i

Answer. Not in that imnifdiate neighborhood for some months. Some ten miles above

there a colon-d man had Itccn killid. a ])n acher, and a man somewhat ])rominent in

the county as a republican. He had been killed some ten or twelve days before.

Question, ^^'el•e auv threats made against you, or any attempts made against you,

justitying von in the' belief you have expressed, and in leaving there for that reason i

Answer.'^ Tlu>re was no attempt made ui)on my life just at that time. But we num-

bered about three white republicans, though our beat was largely republican.

Question. Your beat ?

Answer. Yes, sii-; our precinct. It was known to the republicans, and democrats as

well, that what few white republicans were about there would be in danger of their

lives.

Question. What produced that impression upon your mind ? Did anybody say so tc

von ?
,. • , •

Ansii-er. I received intimations from a friend, who is a relative of mine by marriage,

and a democrat. Ho came out to my house, I think on Thursday evening, about

sunset.
Question. Was that the only intimation you had ?

Answer. No, sir ; several colored men told me that if tlie democrats had carried thc^

State I could not live then; three days. They were prominent colored men, who I

knew were well posted, and liatl heard things I could not hear.

Question. Had you taken any jiart in the canvass?

Answer. Yes, sir; an active part.

Question. In what way ?

Answer. By doing all I could for the ticket.

Question. In traveling through that part of the State, Avere you molested in any

way ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I did not make any speeches ; I went with our candidates through,

the county. I was assistant assessor of internal revtaiue, and had been for some

vears.
Question. Had any threats been made to you personally, while you were traveling m

that canvass ?

Answer. I do not remember, there were so many threats ithrown out ; I do not reuiem-

ber whether any were thrown to me personally or not. I think I have had it said to
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nu! personally that if the democrats should succeed iu turning the tide there and
taking the State out of the haucis of the republicans, none of us could live there.

Qiiesiiou. Were the reasons j'ou have given, your onlj' reasons for leaving the State,
or did you leave for other reasons ?

Ansivir. Principally for the reasons I have given you. A little difficulty occurred on
the evening of the election between myself and a young democrat ; not a ditficulty
exactly; only a few words were said. He was registering, and I was sitting by, and
asked him if he was twenty-one years of age. I knew he Avas, for I had known him
almost since he was born ; I said it only as a jest. I saw that he took exception to it,

and shortly after I called him outside and told him that I intended it only as a joke,
and thought I had known him long enough to joke him a little ; but, as he did not
seeTU to like it, I was sorry I had done it. He said the thing had got too serious for
joking—that it had got past where it would bear any jokes. He seemed not to like it,

yet he said, " Never mind, just let it drop ; say nothing more about it." He was one
of a large family of brothers. There were some seven or eight of them, some three or
four of whom were younger than he, who put out some threats which, from the char-
acter of the men, I knew they would execute. I called one of them one side on the
day after the election, and told him of the circumstance of the day before, and said to
him that I was never more surprised at anything than that his brother should have
taken exception to my remark ; that I meant nothing by it but a joke, and had apolo-
gized for it. I saw that he Avas not satisfied and Avas determined to have a difficulty.

I knew that if any difficulty started, in the state of public sentiment there, it Avould
most probably end in my being killed.

Queistion. Was it the personal difficulty between you and that young man, or the a.p-

prehension growing out of the existing state of public sentiment thete, that led you to
leave ?

Answer. It Avas mostly on account of my apprehension from the existing state of jiub-

lic sentiment.
(^u-estion. What Avas that existing state of public sentiment to which you refer?
Anstoer. I do not know exactly what answer your cpiestion Avould require.
Question. Was it safe on' either side for men to utter their political sentiments there?
Answer. It Avas perfectly safe so far as the democrats Avere concerned for them to ut-

ter their political sentiments, and they did it A'ery openly and publicly ; but it was not
safe for republicans to do so.

Question. Upon Avhat facts do you base that statement ?

Ansiver. I lia\'e seen so many of them grossly insulted just for simply saying they
were republicans, or something to that efi'ect. If they had retorted in the same man-
ner they would haA^e got into serious difficulty. I haA^e seen that so often, for so many
years, that I know it. There were verj' few men, even of those Avhite men Avho some-
times voted the republican ticket, who dared to come out openly and declare them-
selves republicans.

Question. Had there been, in the county in which you lived, any Avhippings or
scourgings by men in disguise?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think there had been for some months previous to the elec-

tion. The murder of this old colored man, some eleven or tAvelve miles above Avhere I

lived, I think was the only assassination for some months previous to the election.

Question. Was that done by disguised men ?

A7isu-er. No, sir ; as least so said an old white lady, who was teaching school there at
the time, and who made her escape. She said she knew three of them, young men
liA'ing in the neighborhood. I think she said there Avere eight of them in all.

Question. Was there any political reason connected Avith that assassination ?

Answer. The colored man was a man of some prominence as a republican. He was a
man of character, and had been a preacher there ever since my earliest recollectioi!.

This old white lady Avas teaching a colored school in the neighborhood and boarding at
this old colored preacher's house ; that is, she had a room there, and they prepared her
meals and sent them to her room, so I suppose you might say she Avas boarding there.

She could not go anywhere else to board ; that is, with any Avhite family in the neigh-
borhood, I think she said. The school had been under Avay about a month, I under-
stood, when tliis crowd went to the house at night and called out this old parson,
Trammell, and killed him. The old lady said she Avas satislied they Avould have killed
her if she had not made her escape as she did, in her night clothes.

Question. Was any other explanation giA'en of that murder?
Answer. None were given to the friends of the party ; we all knew what it meant.
Question. Were any of that party arrested or tried ?

Ansu-er. I think none Avere arrested. A coroner's jury was summoned and held an
inquest on the body ; so I heard a man say Avho acted as the fon-man of the coroner's
jury. I think the iinding of the jury Avas, that he came to his death by the hands of
some persons unknown to the jury.

Question. Did you live iu the county town ?

Answei: No, sir ; some eight or ten miles from the county toAvn.
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Questwn Were any persons arrested for that offense, do you know ?

Answer. I know there were not.

Question. Have you stated all that you know concerning the existing state of things
in that portion of Alabama ?

Answer. 1 have answered just such questions as you have asked me.
Question. Does what you have stated comprise all that you know about the existing

state of things there ?

Answer. I might remark, in this connection, that after I left there I learned from the
deputy collector, who had an office with me, and had had for four or five years, that a

few days after I left, a raid came to his office, but he managed to escape. They destroyed
his papers and tried to set iire to the house in which the office was, but some colored
women who were in the back part of the house put out the tire after they left. The
other man who is living there, the only other white republican, thought that an attempt
was made to injure him, for they threw a rock through the window of his house in the
day-time, and struck one of his children while they were sitting at the dinner table;

but it did not hit him. AVe were the only white rei^uljlicans, three of us, in that pre-

cinct ; that is, well-known republicans. There were some other men there who per-

haps voted a part of the republican ticket —voted for some of the members of the leg-

islature ; there were perhaps one or two who did that.

Question. Have you been back in Alabama since you left in November last ?

Answer. No, sir, I have not, and I do not expect to go back, if I can help it, until

there is a different state of affairs there.

Question. You have no personal knowledge of what has transpired there since you
left, or what is the state of things there now ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Where do you live now ?

Answer. In this city ; I am a clerk in the Census Bureau.
Question. When did you get your appointment there ?

Answer. lu the latter part of February, I think it was.
Question. Did you know, when you came here, that you would get that appointment ?

Answer. I di<l not.

Question. What business did you follow in Alabama ?

Answer. I was a school teacher, and taught school.

Question. The only intimation to you that there was danger in your staying there
was from that relative of yours f

Answer. No, sir
; I had other intimations.

Question. What other intimations?
Answer. I had other intimations from two or three colored men.
Question. I was referring to intimations from white men.
Ansiver. That was all.

Question. What is his name ?

Answer. I would rather not give it.

Question. I would rather you would give it.

Answer. I would rather not give it; he still resides in that neighborhood.
Question. According to your theory there is not much danger to him, is there ? You

Bay he is a democrat.
Answa: Yes, sir.

Question. I want his name.
Answer. He would not like me to give it, I know. It was told to me confidentially,

very coufulentially.

The Chairman. I think the question is a proper one. We want all the information
that will throw any light on the subject of our investigation.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What relation is ho to you?
Answer. A great-uncle.

Question. How old a man is he ?

Ansxper. He is some seventy-four or seventy-five years of age.

Question. What is his post-office address?
Answer. Bluffton.

Question. In what county is that ?

Answer. In Chambers County.
Question. I want his name.

The Witness. I would like to ask the chairman if the evidence I give, or that wit-

r^'Bses are in the habit of giving here, is to l)e puldished ?

The Chairman. We do not expect to publish it at once, but the testimony will all bo
reported to Congress, and I have no doubt that the testimony of every witness- will
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eventually be made public
; that is our expectation. In the judgment of the chairman,

the question put to you by Mr. Van Trump is a proper one.
The Witness. I will answer it if you say I must.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. It must be as evident to you as to anybody else that the fact that your great-
uncle did communicate to you what you say he did, does not reliect upon any individual
person there.

Ansicer. No, sir
; but all these things are picked up and read with avidity there.

Question. You have said, in your examiuation-in-chief, that this relative of yours
came to you and told you that you had better leave, if the democrats had succeeded
there.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was that all he said ?

Anstver. I do not know that that was all.

Question. Did he say that any particular persons there would injure you?
Answer. I do not remember whether he spoke of particular persons or not.
Question. Do you not know that he did not ?

Answer. I cannot say that I know he did not.
Question. What is your best impression now ; that he said generally that if the

democrats had earned the State you had better leave ? was not that what you have
stated here, and was not that about all he did say ?

Answer. That is not all that he did say : but that is what I stated.
Question. Did he name any persons who would interfere with you "?

Anstcer. I cannot remember, to say positively, whetlier he did or not call over the
names of particular men. It was pretty well known there, though, who were the men
to do that kind ot things when they concluded to do them : it was pretty well known
to him and to me both.

Question. The actual persons, you mean '?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
the men put forward to do things of that kind ; those who were

generally charged with it.

Question. Give us the names of some of those gentlemen, or of those men if you do
not consider them gentlemen.
Answer. They might [pausing.]
Question. They might what?
Answer. It might not be very proper to give their names, because they did not com-

mit the oveit act. But I say it was pretty well understood who would be the men todo that kind of things, if done at all.

Question. Then it was a public thing there, if "pretty well understood:" give us
the names ot some who would be likely to do those things.
Answer. I would not like to do it.

Question. You say you do not intend to go back there until things are settled ?
A7isxoe7: No, sir ; I do not.
Question. What danger, then, in giving us their names now ?
Answer. I shall have to go back there some day.
Question^ You say you hope to go back there when things are settled : what is your

opinion of settled things ?
a , ^ ^^

Answer. It might still be attended with some danger to give people's names
Question. I will not insist upon their names, as you do not make any specific state-ment that they have done anything, but I want the name of the gentleman who toldyou that you had better leave there.
Answer. I am very loath, Mr. Chairman, to answer that question, to o-ive his name •

I am very loath to do it ; I do not like to do it.
'

Questiori. What were your politics before you were appointed assistant assessor inAlabama 5

Answer. I was a Union man before there was any republican party organized in the

Question. I mean before the organization of the republican party there.
Ansxver. That is what I mean

; I was a Union man before the ortranization of the
repubbcan party.

Question. Was there any party before that time, known as the Union party'
Anstcer. There was in our county ; there was no party known by the name of re-

publican party until 1867, that I remember.
Question. You say there were only three white republicans in your precinct *
Answer. That was all.

Question. What was the population of the precinct ?
Ansiver. I think the white voting population of the precinct was one hundred and

sixty and odd, and the colored voting population, I think, was some five hundred and
twenty-live.

Question. Who manages the negro vote there ?
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Answer. They have some promineut men among their own number ; men of some
prominence among themselves who can read and write.

Question. And notwithstanding that preponderance of political power on the part of
the negro population there, you say you have known of but one negro attacked for

several years past in all the excitement of all the elections there.

Ansioer. I did not s-iy that ?

Question. That is what I understood you to say; you gave the instance of the old
negro man who was killed.

Answer. He did not live in our precinct.

Question. He lived out of your precinct ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; some ten or eleven miles off.

Question. Have there been any negroes molested in your precinct?
Answer. Yes, sir ; there have been a number of molestations there.
Question. Why did you not give them in the first instance, when the chairman

asked you the question ?

Ansiver. I thought he was asking me about events that occurred just about the time
of the last election ; not what had occurred during several years past.

Question. I mean the last election and the election before the last.

Answer. I was not asked the question ; that is the reason I did not allude to them.
The Chairman. You did not understand my question ; I asked you what cases of

that kind had taken place before you left there.

The Witness. I thought you meant immediately in connection with the last elec-

tion.

The Chairman. In regard to the name which Judge Van Trump has asked you to
give, it is proper I should read to you tlie act of Congress on the subject of witnesses
before committees. The actprovides" That any person summoned as a witness by the
authority of either house of Congress to give testimony, or to produce papers upon
any matter before either house, or any committee of either house of Congress, who
shall willfully make defaiilt, or who, appearing, shall refuse to answer any question
pertinent to the matter of inquiry in consideration before the house or committee by
Avhich he shall be examined, shall, in addition to the pains and penalties now existing,

be liable to indictment as and for a misdemeanor in any court of the United States
naving jurisdiction thereof, and, on conviction, shall pay a fine not exceeding §1,000
and not less than $100, and suffer imprisonment in the common jail not less than one
iuonth nor more than twelve months." Now, Judge Van Trump has put a question to
you, and it is for the committee to determine whether it is a pertinent one. I have
already expressed my opinion that it is.

The WrrxKss. I do not wish to be contumacious about it; I am ready to answer the
question if it is insisted on. I will qualify the part of my statement in regard to the
gentleman being a democrat, for that perhaps is going too far. He is not understood
'o be a republican ; he has not taken i)art in politics since the war. I do not think he
kas ever registered or voted since the war. He certainly is not a republican. If you
want to know his name, and say that it is a pertinent question, I will give his name,
ihough I say I dislike for various reasons to do so. He is a relative of mine.
The Chairman. I have already said that I think the question is a pertinent one. It

is a question for the whole conm)itteo to determine.
Mr. Pool. I think the question is a proper one, and that the witness should answer

it if Judge Van Trump insists upon it.

Mr. Stkvknson. I suppose, as a matter of practice, that every question should bo
regarded as admissible and x)ertineut, unless objection be made to it and the objection
sustained.
The Chairman. I think that would be a very good practice.

The WiTNKSS. His name is Colonel George Reese. I will also state in that connec-
tion that his advice to me was given with particular respect to the difficulty I have
mentioned as liaving occurred betweeu myself and a young man on the evening of the
election.

By Mr, Van Trump :

Question. Why did you not state that before?
Answer. I did.

Question. You mentioned generally that he advised you to leave.

Answa: It had a political connection, too, at the same time. He knew that any dif-

ficulty I should get in there at that time
QucMion. You can make any explanation you wish.
Ansu-er. That is what I wish to do.

Question. Did you not say, in the first place, that this relative came to you and said

that if the democrats had carried the State you had better leave ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression.
Question. And you wish now to say that he advised you to leave because of your dif-

ficulty with that young man ?

Ansicer. I say that had some connection with it.
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By the Chairman :

Question If jon misapprehended my question to confine your answer to events that
occurred at the time of the last election, I will state that that was not mv intentionYou can state your knowledge of events occurring during the last year

Anstver. I do not think we had any election before that during that year
_

Qtiestion. State any events occurring during any election, showing the state of feel-ing m the community affecting the security of person and property
Answer I do not particularly remember any event of the kmd occurring withiu the

year. At the previous general election there was some disturbance, at the time of the
presidential election. Some negroes were knocked down, I think, or something of thekind

;
I can hardly recollect what. There was a great deal of disturbance.

Question. On the day of the election ?

Answer. On the evening of the day of election, a great deal of disturbance. Whathas occurred in the mean time I have forgotten.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Are you old enough to recollect scenes at elections before the war?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I can recollect something about them.
Question. Were there not frequently knock-downs on the day of election ?
Answo: Yes, sir.

Question. Were they not common in the South as at the North ?
Answer. I do not know whether they were common there or not
Question. Had you any trouble in the execution of the duties of your office as assist-ant assessor of revenue ?

jo a.c>Dif5t

Anstver. No, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Qmsiion. Are there any organized bands of men in that county who go about neio-h-borhoods in disguise ?
j a ^ •&"

Answer. I do not know whether there is or not. I have never seen any baud of menm disgiiise there As I say, on the evening of the Grant election I was not at thatprecinct
; 1 was at the Cusseta precinct, about nine miles from there. A band of dis-guised men rode through the little village in which our precinct is situated.

Question. While the election was going on ?

Answer It was about sunset in the evening, and the polls were closed about sunset.
I do not know whether the polls were closed then or not. I did not see the band • Iheard ot them. '

Question. Have there been any whippings in that county ?

Anstver. Yes sir; there have been whippings there at different times, but I canhardly recollect now at what times they occurred. The most of the acts of disorder
there were soon after the close of the war.

month??"'
"^^^^ ^^^^"^ ^^'^'^^ ^""^ whippings in that county within the last twelve

Answer I think there have been. There was a case of whipping there right in ourneighborhood withm twelve months, I think.
^i o o

Question. Who did it ?

Ansiver. Some young men about town there. They whipped a colored man.
By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Were they disguised ?

Ansiver. I think not.
.Question. Was it in the day-time or at nio-ht ?

Ansiver. It was in the night-time I heard them talking about it ; they had the partiesup before some officer of the corporation and inflicted some fine, I think.

By Sir. Pool :

Question. Bo you know of any other whippings within the last twelve months?
Ansive>: I do not recollect an-y at this time-none that excited any notoriety or talk •

telTofTommeu?''^
something outrageous, something prett;? bad, to excite any

Question. You do not know that within the last twelve months there have been menin disguise in the habit of occasionally riding through portions of your countv?
Ansiver. No sir

;
I do not at this time recollect any within the past year.

Question. What county is that ? .

Answer. Chambers County, in the eastern part of the State.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Do the people in that country, either white or black, carry arms?
Amwcr. I reckon most every white man keeps a gun about his house, as also do agreat many colored men, I thmk ; but I have rarely seen anybody going about on the
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road with a guu on his shoulder ; if he had a pistol I did not know.it ; it was concealed
;

but almost every head of a family has a gun about his house.

By Mr. Pool.

:

Question. Have you had any personal indignity offered you within the past year?
Answer. I do not remember; I think it has been about twelve months that I was in

the lower corner of my division, which was also in my county ; there was an old man
there, who had been drinking, however, and when I called by there to attend to my
business he took occasion to cm'so me as a damned radical, and all that sort of thing,

and to ask what kind of tax would the damned Yankees put on us next ; I paid no
particular attention to him, as I saw he had been drinking; he had cursed me once or

twice before, and had some grudge against me ; something about looking into his dis-

tillery a year or two before.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. He offered you no personal violence ?

Avswer. He did not strike me.
Question. Were there others around there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there any attempt to get up a row ?

Ansica-. No, sir; he had it pretty much all to himself; he said he knew my family
and where I was born, and that I was of too good a stock to be a radical ; he cursed
me until I left ; there were but two or three little business houses in the place, and I

was not there long ; he was not more violent in that way than the rest of his party

;

he showed it a little more when he had been drinking.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have you heard any threats made against the colored people within the last

year ?

Answer. No, sir ; if any had been made against them I would not have been likely to

hear them ; they would not be likely to make them in my presence ; a number of colored
men have told me of threats made against them.

Question. What was the character of the threats?
Answe): That they would be killed or taken off and whipped ; that they would be run

off the plantations they were living on, and all that sort of thing ; I know quite a
number of prominent colored men who did not sleep in their houses there for more
than a month after the election ; I do not kuow that they all sleep in their houses yet.

Question. Did they sleep in the woods ?

Answer. I suppose so ; off somewhere other than at home.
Question. Have their houses been visited ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Within the last year?
Answer. Yes, sir ; right after the election ; I do not believe I have heard from any

of them since the la.st of December, or the first of January.
Que.ition. Visited by whom ?

Answer, They did not know, or at least they did not say who.
Question. By men in disguise?
Answer. I do not remember whether in their communications they said they were

disguised or not
;
perhaps in oue iustanco they were disguised ; I am not sure of that,

however.
Question. Were any of their houses l)roken open ?

Answer. I do not know whether their houses were broken open or not ; they did nbt
mention it ; I 8upi)ose not, or they would have mentioned it.

Question. Were those visitations frequent, or only in one or two instances ?

Aii.sH-er. I cannot say how frequent they were, for I have received letters from only
two or three of them.

By Mr. Van Tiiuair

:

Question. You have received letters, then, since you have been here?
Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. From negro men in Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and some I hear from through white men mentioning the circum-

stances.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Did they attribute these things to Ku-Klux ; was there anything said

about Kn-Klux ?

Answer. The term Ku-Klux there is sort of understood to coverall political outrages,

all these political disorders. Tliey are sort of called Ku-Klux whether men are in dis-

guise or not
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By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. Is there not something goiug on in this city now called Ku-Klux?
Answer. I have 8een something about it in the papers ; I saw the heading "Ku-Klux"

in the paper this morning.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. I want to know if that term is mentioned there ?

Answer. It is common among the colored people there to say they are afraid of the
Ku-Klux. But I do not think there have been but few bauds of men in disguise going
through there committiug outrages.

Question. There has been but very little regular Ku-Kluxing?
Answer. If that is what you call Ku-Kluxiug.
Question. That is what is understood by the term " Ku-Klux; " secret societies of men

goiug about in disguise ; that is a iiart of the proper detiuition of " Ku-Klux." You
say the term was commonly used there, and that there was a general ai>prehension of
them among the colored people.

A^iswer. Yes, sir.

Washington, D. C, June 9, 1871.

LEWIS E. PARSONS sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Qucfition. Please state to the committee whether you reside in the State of Alabama
and if so, in what part of the State.

Answer. I reside at Talladega, Alabama. •

Question. How loug have you resided there?
Anstver. Siuce 18oy ; and I have resided where I now live since April, 1840.

Question. What public positions, if any, have you held in Alabama since the close of
the war I

Answer. I have held none except that of provisional governor.
Question. Please go on, and state whether you have been called upon in any capacity

to make inquiry into any disturbances or murders alleged to have occurred in the
State ; if so, to what extent did you make inquiry, and what was the result of that
inquiry ?

A7iswer. The governor of the State emiiloyed my firm to prosecute on behalf of the
State certain persons charged with the murder of William C. Luke, a white man and
a school teacher, and four colored men named Tony Cliff, Berry Harris, Csesar Frederick,
and William Hall. In the course of the investigation it was proveu that on the same
night, and by the same baud of disguised men, another colored man by the name of
Essex Hendricks was put to death by hanging and shooting, for he was both hanged
and shot, about four miles from where these others were put to death.

Question. Please give the date of those occurrences, and the date of the investigation.
Aiteiver. The murders were perpetrated on Monday night, the 11th of July, 1870, near

a little village called Cross Plains, iu the county of Calhoun.
Question. At what time did yon proceed to make this investigation ?

Answer. The governor convened a court, or requested a judge of the supreme court,
who, under our constitution, has jurisdiction coextensive with the State, as a conserv-
ator of the peace, to go to that county and hold a court of investigation under our
State law. He went there on the 8th of August, 1870, about a mouth after the murders.
The governor also attended ; General Crawford came also, at the request of the gov-
ernor. Wheu we got there we found that it was necessary to make an investigation
in the best marner we could for the purpose of ascertaining who were probably con-
cerned in the murder. For some reason, the white inhabitants, with one or two excep-
tions, neither came and offered any information, nor, wheu called upon, expressed any
v/illingness to develop anything that they did know. Such information as could be
obtained led to the arrest of nine persons, upon warrants duly issued, ou affidavit, by
Judge Peters. Do you wish the names of the parties arrested ?

Question. You will please give them.
Answer. TLieir names were William Estes, Thomas I. Estes, Samuel Slaton, John

Farmer, Shields Keith, Patrick Craig, Johu W. Neighbors, George Dempsey, and one
other whose name I do not now call to mind. These men were arrested upon warrants
charging them with having been concerned in the murder of these five men, Luke
and others. The five men, to wit, William C. Luke, and the four colored men
Avhose names I gave, were iu the custodj' of the sheriff; Luke and three of the
colored men upon the charge of having been concerned iu shooting at some people
returning from church, ladies and gentlemen, i)erhap3 some children, on Sunday night,
the 10th of July, the Sunday night previous to their murder. William Hall was not
charged with any fault, except that on Monday night, after dark, he was taken from
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his liome, while sitting upon his door-step, and while his wife was engaged in prepar-

ing supper, T)y a body of armed men, who carried him off, because, as they said, he had
given information to some other colored men they wanted to arrest, on the ground
that they had also been engaged in the shooting the night previous, and that informa-

tion had enabled those men to get away. His wife testilied on the trial that she begged
them not to take him away, and when they told her that she must go back, and if

she did not, they would "shoot her head oft," her husband said to her, " Good bye,

wife; if I never see you again, take good care of onr child." She said she never saw
her husband again. He was carried to and put on the platform where these others

were in the keeping of the sheriff and his deputy, and was taken oft" by the crowd of

disguised men, an<l put to death along with the others, and at the same time. William
C. Luke, Tony Cliff', Berry Harris, and Caisar Frederick were arrested on IMonday during

the day by virtue of a warrant, issued by a justice of the peace, named Neighbors. He
and another justice, named Steele, held an investigation a little before sundown on
Monday evening, and they decided to commit those persons to the custody of the

sherift' for safe-keeping, until the next morning at 9 o'clock, when the court would
again assemble. The justice said that the evidence on the part of the defense had
been closed, but that there was other evidence on the part of the State. For that reason

he adjourned the court, and directed the sheriff to summon a strong guard, and to

keep the prisoners safely until the next morning. During the day of Monday, early in

the morning, in making the arrests of tliesc persons, a negro named Jacob Moore was
arrested, but he attempted to escape. They had not taken out any warrant for him
at that time; did not obtain it until later in the day. When he was attempting to

escape they ordered him to stop, and he not obeying the order, one of the crowd shot

him in the rear, and he was wounded so badly that the physician said on Monday
evening, when the other prisoners were committed to the sheriff's keeping, that he

would probably diS before morning. They accordingly left him in the school-house,

where the examination had been had, without any guard, except that a couple of uegro
men were detailed to watch him and wait upon him.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. The negro was arrested and shot by the State authorities ?

Answer. No, sir; the arrest was made in the morning before the warrant was ob-

tained.
Question. It was done by authorities representing the law ?

Answer. No, sir; it was simply a voluntary arrest on the jtart of the citizens. They
said they thought there was danger of the negroes getthig otf on the train going south,

so that they could not be arrested when the warrant should be obtained. They obtained

a warrant i'or this man and the others at as early an hour as they could get the justice,

Mr. Neighbors, to conu; into town and issue it. This negro, .Jacob Moore, was examined
as a witness on thi; trial. He testilied tliat during the night, while he remained in the
school-house, various persons who were unknown to him came to the house, and also

one who was known to liim, to wit, I'atrick Craig; that he did not himself think that

he .should die, but tliat he maihi out that he was very badly off, because he was afraid

that, if h(^ did not, tbey might take liiin off with the others, and he thought he was
safer to remain where he was, under tlie impression that he would die before morning
any way. Tliis man identitied the man who shot Iiini ; my recollection is that he said

Shields Keitli was the man who shot him when he attempted to run.

By Mr. Bl.vir :

Quesiion. At the time of his original arrest ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; when he was arrested in the morning about daylight, by a party
of men wlio at that time had no warrant, but subsequently, as soon as it could be done,
got a warrant and had liim duly arrested. He was returned as arrested under the war-
rant, (hough up to that time they had no warrant.

By the Chairmax :

Question. These are the facts, as disclosed upon the examination ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Tlie court commenced this investigation on the 8th day of August,
but arrests could not be made for a number of days, in consequence of not having the
necessary information upon which to base affidavits. But finally the information was
obtained, affidavits were made, the arrests were made, and the ti'ial proceeded, the evi-

dence, as required by our statute law, being taken down in writing. Some one hun-
dri'd and thirty or one hundred and forty witnesses were examined, and the investiga-

tion finally closed in October, about the 12th or i:5lh. This was an investigating court
for the purpose of detuding whether (here was probable cause for believing, lirst, that
an off(;nse had been committed, and, secondly, whether there Avas probable cause for

believing that these i>arties were guilty, and ought to be held for trial. Wlien the
court adjourned in October, the grand jury of Calhoun County was in session, and,
as the law rec^uires. the testimony was sent to the clerk ot the circuit court, to be laid

before the grand jury, and the witnesses were all recognized to appear there to
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testify. But the grand jury of Calhoun County declined to find any bill against any
of these parties, but they did find a bill against Jacob Moore, for assault with intent

to kill.

Question. Was Jacob Moore the man Avho was shot ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; early in the morning of Monday, by a party of men who came
down from Cross Plains to Peytona, to make arrests, because, they said, they feared the
negroes would go oif on the train that morning, before warrants could be obtained.

Question. Please state whether that investigation disclosed the existence, in that .

county, of any organization known as the Ku-Klux ; if so, to what extent did it dis-

close the organization and the manner of their operations f

Ansiver. The State examiued a witnfss named Lewis M. Force, who proved that he
had been a member of the Ku-Klux Klan. Restated that the organization in Alabama
numbered from eight to ten thousand members, and that it had from ten to twelve
thousand members in Georgia, where he was initiated, with headquarters at Atlanta

;

that the object of the organization was to control the negro vote, and to defeat the
republican party in obtaining offices.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What has become of Force ?

Answer. I do not know where he is now ; I suppose he is in that section of the
country. I asked him how he came to join that order, and, having joined it, why he
withdrew from it. He said that ho joined it for the purpose of obtaining aid from the
organization to prociu'e the arrest of a man who had committed a rape on his little

daughter, about eleven or twelve years old, if I remember correctly ; that he succeeded
in arresting the man, after a very long and tedious pursuit of him.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was he a black man ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; he was a white man. He had him arrested and lodged in the jail of
Cherokee County, Alabama. The witness further testified that shortly after this man
was put in jail—I am giving what he testified, not what I know myself, except
as he stated it—he was called on by the klan to aid in liberating this man ; that the
reason given for it was that the man and his friends had, during the previous year, I
think it was, aided in liberating from jail the head man of the order, who was in jail

in Chattooga County, Georgia ; Summerville is the county seat, I think.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Did he tell the name of the man ?

Ansive): Yes, sir ; but it has escaped my memory. I can ascertain it, if desired, by
referring to the notes of the evidence ; I think I have it. That circumstance being of
such a character as to be of publicity, I learned from the United States officers, then
present, that the thing had occurred ; that the liberation of that man had occurred at
Summerville, in Chattooga County, as the man Force said, and the very man that he
said. Mr. Force was not known prior to that time, and I did not know how much
weight ought to be accorded to his evidence.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did he disclose the manner of their j)roceeding when he was initiated, and
how they proceeded on their raid '?

Answer. He described it very much as it is generally understood ; that he took an
obligation, of which he gave the substance ; that he went out the same night he was
initiated, and was present when a negro man was called out of his house aud whipped
by the gang then present ; that they whipped him after having made him dance some
time, and admonished him to behave himself better in the future.

Question. Were the defendants rei^resented by counsel at that examination ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; a firm of very able gentlemen. General William Henry Forney and
Chancellor Foster, who were then practicing law in partnership, represented them.

Question. Did this man disclose the names of other persons who were members of that
organization ?

Answer. He gave the names of those known to him, but they were residing just across
the line in Georgia, not wathin the reach of the subpoenas of the court ; ouly a few
miles distant, however, compared with the distance from which some of the witnesses
were summoned.

Question. Were any of them produced to contradict or corroborate his testimony ?

Answer. No, sir, we did not obtain any of them, and the defense did not offer any
evidence in regard to the existence of the klan, jyro or con. I believe they did not even
cross-examine Force; I think they declined to ask him any questions.

Question. Did he go on and state whether he had released that man from prison who
was charged with the rape of his daughter ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; he came down to tliis court to obtain the necessary force for the safe-
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keeping of the man, and he ^vas taken from that jail by order, and phvced in the jail

of Jacksonville for safe-keeping, is mj^ recollection.

(Question. He declined to assist them in liberating him?
Answei: Yes, sir ; and he said that he told them that if that was their purpose, to

release men charged with such offenses as that, he would have nothing further to do
wij}h the organization. The man was subsequently indicted at the fall court in Chero-

kee County for the rape ; he obtained a continuance of the trial of his cause until the

last spring term. I have never learned what was done with him.
Qui'slion. Did Force state the strength of the order in the county in which these mur-

ders took place of which you have spoken?
Answer. I do not think he did.

Question. What is the political character of that county ?

Ansiver. The county of Calhoun ?

Question. Yes ; the county in which you say the grand jury declined to act ?

Ansiver. In IRCO the county voted, I think, by two thousand votes, or two thousand
majority, for Breckinridge and Lane. It has always been a very deoided democratic

county, and I suppose is more so of late, aside from the colored A'ote.

Question. What is the proportion of white and colored yiopulation in the county ?

Answer. The white population outni;mbers the colored ; the exact proportion, how-
ever, I am unable to state ; but it outnumbers it largely.

Question. Does your statement embody the result of the examination, so far as this

question of organization and crime is concerned, in that county ?

Answer. What I have alreadj' stated is all the information we had of the general

organization of the Ku-Klux Klan. But the proof in the progress of that trial, in re-

gard to the operations of that klan, or of persons who were wearing the disguises,

which it is understood the klan generally wears, showed that they had been operating

all through that county and Cherokee County, at various points, and some up in North-

ern Alaliiinia, ever since the year 1863. During the election in 1368, there was some
manifestation by the klan in Huntsville, where a man was killed while standing on his

door-step ; not the man, however, that they intended to kill, as was subsequently shown.
But in regard to this immediate vicinity of Calhoun County and its surroundings, the

l)roof shoVs that in repeated instances colored men had been taken out and whipped
witli hickory v.ithes ; sometimes beaten very severely with canes—not a fair whip—and
with other instruments ; that they had been shot, in some instances seriously wounded,
in others killed ; and some had been otherwise outraged. In one instance there was
proof of rape by a party of these fellows, Avho went into a negro man's house, drove

him out, and raped his wife, threatening to kill her if she did not submit to their

demands.
(Question. How recently had any of these occurrences taken place?

Answer. They covered a iieriod commencing some time in December, 1868, running
through 1869, and down to the time when Mr. Luke and the four colored men were put

to death in July, 1870. The proof showed that no raiding of the klan, that was known,
had taken place since that time and up to the time when the court was sitting, which
was iu August, September, and October, 1870.

Question. Have you any knowledge of there having been any occurrences of a simi-

lar character in the county since that court was held ?

Answer. I have no knowledge of anj^ of these things, except as developed on that

examination.
Question. Have you any knowledge, derived from your observation and intercourse

with the people of that region, of any occurrence since October last, the time when
your e(mrt of examination closed there ?

Ansner. A copy of two letters, or of notices, warning certain witnesses—white men

—

on behalf of the State in the trial to leave the country, or they would be whipi>ed until

their backs were "cut as fine as dogs' hair," were sent to me.
Question. Do you know whether that notice was actuallj' served on the witnesses?
Answer. Not of my personal knowledge.
Question. Have there been any whippings and scourgings that liave been reported to

you upon credible information, as occurring in that region of the State, or in any other

region, since that time?
Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Were you present at a political meeting held in Eutaw in October of last

year ?

Answer. I was present at one when General Warner spoke.

Question. We have had the statements of General Warner and Mr. Hays, who were
present at that meeting.

Answer. They were both there.

Question. Without desiring any repetition of general facts, will you state as briefly as

you can your recollection of what occurred there?
Answer. My recollection is substantially this: that notice had been glA-en that Gov-

ernor Smith and General Warner would speak there. They invited mo to go there and
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epeak also, as they said, at the request of a number of old whigs in that section of
couutrJ^ We were to speak first in Livingston, in Sumter County, and then at Eutaw
on the follo^Yiug day. At Liv:ngston we were interrupted bv a number of persons,
and no opportunity was given for a fair or connected speech." Governor .Smith was
interrupted from the moment he rose to speak. A young man came and stood beside
him with a knife drawn, open in his hand, and brandished it about in a very threaten-
ing manner, striking his lett hand on his breast, brandishing his knife, and standing
up close beside the governor as he commenced to address the crowd, which was com-
posed, so far as I could judge, of about live-sixths colored men and a body of white
men standing off by themselves a little on the right. From what was said by numbers
of them I supposed they were opposed to the discussion being had. "

Qticstion. This was in Livingston?
Ansica: Yes, sir. A portion of the men who interrupted the meeting went up that

night on the same train with us to Eutaw; others that I did not see on the train I
saw at Eutaw tjie next day ; they were present and took a part in the violence which
occurred there. Just after I had finished my speech, or rather got down from the
stand, for I did not have an opportunity of making anything like a speech, as I stepped
down from the stand at Eutaw, Mr. Hays got up, as he said subsequentlv, to adjourn
the meeting, not intending to make any speech. A gentleman approached me from
the left, who knew me, and called me by name, and said that he thought it best Mr.
Hays should not speak there or attempt to speak ; that he Avas very unpopular, and
the people were very much incensed, and it might lead to disturbance. He requested
me to tell him so, but not to use his name in connection with it. I had never seen Mr.
Hays to know him personally until that morning. I turned around and whispered to
General Warner what had been said to me, and suggested that he should speak to*
Mr. Hays. Just as I rose up from conferring with him Mr. Havs struck the ground
near the table he was standing on. I did not see anybody jerk him off the table, but
I heard his feet strike the ground, and saw him standing there apparently somewhat
excited. Mr. Hays said nothing, but in an instant a pistol was tired—a single shot

—

either from the room of the clerk of the circuit, Avhich was just back of us, or from the
door of the main entrance to the court-house j ust beyond ; I cannot tell certainly which.
Then, about as quick as men could draw their weapons and commence firing, a general
shooting commenced at the crowd of negroes that were in front. There was a very
large concourse there, I suppose somewhere between two and three thousand. I ouo-ht,
perhaps, to state that, as Mr. Hays Avas pulled from the stand, or as he struck'the
grouud, I saw several negro men start and move up toward him, and I saw one or two
of them commence getting out their knives and al)out to open them. I put out my
hand and said, "Don't do that; put up your knives; there must be no disturbance
here."' Just then the pistol shot was fired, of which I have spoken.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

Question. "Just then," you say; did you see the knives before you heard the shot ?
Ansiver. I think I did

; but the negroes put up their knives, as I requested them to
do, and did not make any demonstration with them. They were moving up as if to
protect Mr. Hays.

By the Chairman :

Question. From what direction did the shot come ?

Answer. Out of the court-house, either from the door of the main entrance or from
one of the windows. I do not know that any one saw the attempt to draw the knives
except myself.

Question. Had Mr. Hays any weapon ?

AnsHcr. Not tbat I saw, and I had pretty good reason for noticing. He may have had
some small pistol, but he certainly had none of the weapons which were had by the
great bofly of men around me.

Question. Did you see him have auy ?

Ansu-er. I did not ; but he has told me since that he had a small pocket derrin.i-er
in his pocket, but I did not see any signs of it. My reason for looking at him was that
I had heard a great deal of the danger Mr. Hays was in, and I further understood that
he would not be able to come there that day. When he did come, I saw him dressed in
the ordinary dress of a gentleman, and I took particular care to look over his person
and see if he was armed. I supposed he would be aimed ; but I could not see any
signs of it. He says, however, that he had a small pocket derringer. He did not use
any weapon that I saw, or make any attemxit to use any.

Question. Did you take any part in the preliminary attempt to have a joint discus-
sion there ?

Answer. I think I did ; at least I knew of it ; I do not remember whether or not I si'med
*the paper. There was a proposition of that sort made, but the answer retnrned°was
that they would not recognize either the speakers or the cause; I think that was the
substance of their answer.
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Quefition. Was that effort made for the purpose, if possible, of preventiuf^ a collision ?

AwAOPT. So far as I knew it was with a view to have a i^eaceable meeting there ; it

was in tlie interest of peace and order.

qiiesiion. From what you saw there that day, and from your observation at that

time, in traveling through other counties, were people free to utter their political senti-

ments without incurring danger ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. In fact, I am very certain they were not. Nothing was
said there that day that could be just ground of offense ;

nothing was said by Senator

Warner or by myself, so far as I am conscious of what I said : and I think I know pretty

well what he said and what I said. My whole effort was to conciliate the old Union

sentiment of the State; to conciliate all, in fact, but I hoped to obtain a more candid

hearing from the old Union sentiment of that community, which, in old times, was
largely whig; and of course my speech, as far as I could make any there, was shaped

in that way. But I was constantly interrupted, in the most offensive manner ; I will

not say constantly, but repeatedly, so much so as to prevent anything like a continuous

and connected presentation of any one feature of a political question.'

Question. Had you frequently spoken in Eutaw in former times ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I had never spoken in the town before. But I had been a whig

elector in the State, and had held various other positions, -syhich made me known to

the people of the State.

QveMion. Were you well known there ?

Ansiver. I supposed I was ; at least I knew a great many persons there.

Question. How many persons were wounded there, according to your observation ?

Ansiver. I never saw any scene of that kind before. I saw a great many fall as the

shots were fired, and at the time I supposed they had stumbled and fallen, because they

got up again and went away. But I have understood, from those who have had ex-

perience Tn such scenes, that unless a man is so severely woimded as to render him
unable to rise when he is hit, the effect of the Inillet frequently is to cause him to fall,

and he rises again. Tlie papers reported that there were some fifty-four persons

wounded there, and that four of them died from their wounds. Whether that is true

or not I am not able to s.ay.

Question. Were any white persons wounded there ?

Answer. Not that 1 heard of; I certainly saw none. I saw one colored man lying on

a dray that night about sundown. His thigh was broken ; it had been splintered and

set. and he was lying on a dray in the street of the town. He told me that he was up
there at the meeting and had been wounded there.

Question. Judging from the facts that came under your notice, from the fact of per-

sons coming from the one county to the other, what was. the couclusioa at which you

arrived as to whether that attack was premeditated, preconcerted?

Answer, ily conviction, from what I saw in the morning before the speaking began,

was that there would be trouble lliere that day, and I so advised Governor Smith and

General Crawford. And I advised General Crawford to bring his entire force up to the

town and have them in readiness for immediate action, believing that by so doing he

would overawe the dis])osition to make trouble ; that the presence of the troops wouM
]>revent'any trouble. I told General Crawford that I knew the people well enough to

understand the signs. The gejieral did not seem to coincide with mo. At all events,

he di'd riot bring his troops up. He had a small detachment stationed about two

squares away, so that when the firing did conmiencc they were not at hand to protect

the colored people, and could not be got there in time to do any good at all.

By Jlr. Van Tiiump :

Question. Was this squad of troops within sight of the ineeting?

Answer. No, sir ; they were two squares away. Tlie rest of his troops were out about

half a milo distant. My conviction is that if the Government had shown, by the

))resencc of its troops, a determination to prevent violence, there would have been

none.
Question. Is it not a problem whether their presence would prevent or irritate ?

Answer. That is a problem, it is true. But my conviction is that men will not resort

t<> force when they know there is an equal or superior force to meet them. When the

troops came up, as the detachment did, the whole thing was at an end; and for them
to commence firing then would sinqdy liave been to make an assault m turn. If they

had been there, and these men had attempted to fire just as they did, then force could

have been repelled by force.

By the Ciiaiuman :

Question. Is there anything further you would state as evidencing the state of public

sentiment there in referenceto offenses of this character, these disturbances?

Answer. Tliere is one other fact I should state in connection witli this matter. We wen^
down the next morning, on the train, to York station ; in fact we went down to Meri-

dian, Governor Smith, General Warner, and myself. General Warner, however, turned
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back after wo had gone some distauce ; I do not remember how far. He met a train

going up on wliicli were some friends, and he concluded that be would go back and
keep an appointment at Tuscaloosa. On the train with us was a portion of those men
who bad been at Sumter on the day of the speaking there, and who were at Eutaw
the day before. As they went down, whenever the train stopped people came up to

them and asked them the news. Eeplies were made iudieatiug what had happened,

and in one instance the expression was made, so loud as to be ht;ard by numbers of

persons, to this effect : "We have cleaned out the damned radicals, and are going
home." I heard that exx)ression myself.

Question. Did you direct your attention to the subject so as to ascertain whether the

public sentiment of the town of Eutaw disapin-oved or upheld this lawlessness ?

Aiisu-er. I cannot doubt but that it is disapproved by some of the people, by a very
considerable number, knowing as I do the general character of the population there.

But, so far as I know, no manifestation of that disapproval was made, and I doubt
very much whether it dare manifest itself just now.

Question. Has there been any manifestation in favor of upholding such lawlessness ?

Answer. Not to my personal knowledge. I have understood that there have been
manifestations of a very decided character, in defending these men who v/ero subse-
quently indicted at the district court of the United States, at Mobile, and whose trial

was set for last May ; I think it was May ; at all events it was during the late spring
court.

Question. Were those demonstrations of a public character?
*

Ansieer. I understood that they were ; I understood that there was a fair held in the
town for the i^urpose of raising funds to meet the expenses of the men who were in-

dicted there ; that, however, is merely upon information.
Question. You do not know that personally ?

Answer. No, sir ; because I do not live in that county.
Question. Are there any more recent events than those of which you have spoken,

which indicate the extent to whicb the laws can be executed in the State, or life antl

person be made secure ?

Answer. The question is somewhat changed, I think, since the recent legislation of
Congress. The manifestations on the part of the Federal Government, as shown by
the recent enactment of Congress, and the action of the United States courts in giving
force and effect to that enactment, and to the act of the :31st of May, 1870, have, it

seems to me, from what I sec and hear, produced an effect on the public mind. What
will be the liual result I cannot say ; but I think the tendency has been to give them
pause. Heretofore I have known of no instance in which a'man charged with having
killed a negro Jias been brought to trial and convicted, scarcely ever to trial „even. On
the other hand, whenever a negro commits any offense there isno trouble in obtaining a
conviction upon reasonable proof, and sometimes when tlio proof is not so clear. That
sentiment, however, has been, according to my observations, always the case, more or
less, in the South, Avith reference to any white man. If popular prejudice sets in
strongly against a man, I have found in my practice as a lawyer that it is almost impos-
sible to offer evidence enough to acquit him. If popular i^rejudice sets in his favor,
it is almost impossible to secure the conviction of a man, no matter what his color may
be. It is, as my experience shov\'s, one of the weaknesses of our system of trials.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you mean the system of trial in the South, or generally?
AnswcJ'. Generally ; I see by your i>apers in the North that if a man is a pojiular man,

there is always a strong iuduence made, if he is convicted, to obtain a resj)ite or com-
mutation of sentence.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were these acts of violence calculated to have, and did they have, any
effect upon the result of your elections, by deterring men from voting, and thereby
producing the contest which subsequently ensued in your legislature ?

Answer. In my judgment they did. After a careful examination, as one of the counsel
of Governor Smith, the then governor of the State, he became satisfied, as did also his
counsel, that a great many men liad been prevented from voting who would have voted
for him, and also for other republican candidates, had it not been for the fear of con-
sequences to them personally; also that a great many votes had been thrown out
which ought to have been received. In that way he was reported to have lost the
election by some 1,321) votes, if I am not mistaken ; 1 may be wrong in regard to the
exact number. We advised him to file a bill. However, I will state that ever since
1819, when the State was first organized, the constitution of the State has provided
that an election to the office of governor may be contested before the general assembly
in such manner as nuiy be provided for by law. The legislature of Alabama has never
made provision of law for any such contests, eithe.r prior to the war or subsequent to
it. The existing constitution adopted in ISlid, put in operation in 186b ruthefj was in
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that respect the same as the constitution of 1819, with this addition, that this right of
contest is made to extend to other State officers, secretary of state, treasurer, comp-
troller, attorney general, &c. Upon an examination of the facts, and ascertaining in a
very satisfactorj' manner what he could prove, the governor determined, under the
advice of his counsel, to file a hill and obtain an injunction staying the declaration of

the result of the election as to governor until the legislature could provide by law
the mode of contesting that election as secured to him under the constitution. He
believed that, as he was the incumbent of the office, if he had received a majority of
the legal votes cast, he was not bound to give up that office to a man who had not
received a majority of the legal votes, and permit him to be inaugurated, and then
resort to some remedy by which to turn him out, such as a quo warranto, or anything of

that sort. He made out a case in the estimation of his counsel and in the opinion of
the judge to whom it was presented, duly certified to by affidavits, amply sufficient to

authorize the injunction which was prayed for; n temporary injunction until, as the
constitution required, legislation could be provided, and which, under the constitution,

it became the sworn duty of the legislature to provide ; for it was as much their duty to

carry out the constitution as it was the duty of any one else.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Were you the counsel who .advised that ?

Ansivcr. I was one of the counsc^l ; there were two others, .Judge Rice, formerly chief
justice of the State for many years, and Mr. Alexander White/ both of whom are very
prominent lawyers in our State.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was such an injunction issued?
Ansiver. Yes, sir; the injunction was prayed for against the presiding officer of the

senate, whose dfity, in the language of our constitution, it is to oi>en, count, and declare
the vote for governor ; I think that is the language. The then presiding officer of the
senate respected the injunction, and declined to declare that vote. The incumbent of
the office of lieutenant gijvernor having died, the office of lieutenant governor was
not contested, and the person elected being clearly entitled to have his seat, and if

not proi^erly elected it could only be inquired into by a quo warranto, the vote as to

liim was declared by the presiding officer of the senate, and he was sworn into office, I

tliiuk. Thereupon the lieutenant governor said he would pay no attention to the in-

junction.
Question. Under your constitution he became then the presiding officer of the senate ?

/inswer. Yes, sir; by virtue of being inaugurated lieutenant governor of the State,

Le beotxme presiding officer of the senate ex-officio. »

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Have you ever seen or heard of any precedents authorizing an injunction
against the supreme legislative authority of any State government ?

Answer. This was not against the supreme legislative authority, but against a presid-

ing officer jierforming a mere ministerial duty, without any discretion being vested
in him. We examined that question very carefully, and of course with reference to

that particular phase of it.

Question. Did you find any authoritj- ?

Jjfsfccr. Yes, sir; we found a great many, and according to the authorities, if the
functions were of a judicial character, or if there was to be in the premises Any exer-

cise of any discretion, then an injunction will not issue, for the authorities say the
court Avill not undertake to control the discretion of an officer. But when the duties
of an officer are clearly ministerial, as the counting of votes and declaring the r(!sult of
nil election, the authorities are numerous going to show that the court will interfere

;

that when^ the right to office and the right to contest it are united in the same inctnn-

hent, and the h-gislature hav(" not provided the means whereV)y he can do so, t!:
•••

would grant a temporary injunction until that h^gislation was furnished.

Qui'stion. I do not wish to make any argument, merely to obtain the facts.

Answer. I merely wish to state the ground on which we advised our client. The
licutbnant governor having been inaugurated, sent to the office of the secretary' of
state for the returns of the votes, opened the .seals, and declarc-d the result. I'rom that
lime Governor I^indsay claimed that he was entitled to the office, and demanded it of
Governor Smith. A public meeting was called by the friends of Governor Lindsaj'',

and speeches were made in which the people were advised to disregard the injunction
of the supreme court judge, and to disregard the whole iiroceeding, but to do it with
iis litthi violence as possible. The popular mind becanu; very much exei'cisetl, very
tnuch disturbed. A great many people came in from a distance ; they were .seeti to
iiave arms on their jx-rsons : nearly every one was arnn-d with a revolver, a bt-lt around
him, and in a sheath suspended to the belt the revolv(!r was carried, or it was carried in a

pocket so as to be plainly visible. I saw a great many ])ersons wearing thc:u in that
way. We have a provision in our code in Alabama by which a man, who, as an officer,
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cluiiug that ho has a right to certain Ijooks and papers, may take a suinniary proeecd-
ing for the purpose of obtaining the books and papers that belong to the office. Gov-
ernor Lindsay, tinder a process issued at liis instance and in his name, I believe by one
James ,Q. Smith, who is an acting circuit court judge in our State, required William H.
Smith to deliver up certain books and papers and furniture in the two rooms occupied
by the executive of the State of Alabama, and also the two rooms in one of the wings
of the Capitol.

By the Chairman :

*

Question. The executive chamber and its furniture ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir, two rooms. The governor was required to appear in person before
this iudge at the court-house in Montgomery Countj- and make answer, within a very
brief space of time, a few hours only. Judge Eice appeared for him, but the presiding
judge said he would not hear him, unless his client appeared. His client accordingly
went down there. The court-house was densely packed. The trial proceeded, but no'

dicision was arrived at at that time. It was then late in the afternoon. The case came
up again the next day, and the result was that Governor Smith, as he said in a card
which he caused to be published, for the sake of preserving the iJeace of the conmuinity
and avoiding serious troubles, abandoned the office of governor, withdrew from the
contest and permitted Robert Burns Lindsay to take possession of the office, which he
did immediately. The card of Governor Smith was published at the time in the
newspapers.

Question. What was there, so far as you know yourself, to give rise to any apprehen-
sion of violence ?

Answer. I was not in the court-room myself, and therefore cannot speak from per-

sonal knowledge. But I understood from Governor Smith and from others that the
court-room, particularly in the rear of Governor Smith's seat, was densely packed by
a body of men who were strangers in the community, and who had arms on their per-
sons, as I have described, revolvers, who quietly took their seats on each day when the
court met. The Governor felt that if he persisted in asserting his right 1)efore tlie

courts to the office, there was great danger that there would be a pojiular outbreak of
some kind ; the extent of which, and the character of the violence which might result

he did not know. But he wished, at all events, to avoid violence and bloodshed ; that
is the reason why he actually gave up the contest.

Question. Did you yourself see persons in town armed as you have described ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; many persons.
Question. Did the proceeding end there?
Ansiver. Yes sir, so far as I know; mj^ functions in connection with it were at an end.

Question. Has there since been made in the legislature of Alabama any provision to

enable him to contest the election ?

Answer. Not that I am aware of.

Question. Has there been any session of the legislature since ? .

Answer. The legislature was in session at thattime, and remained in session for along
time afterward. The treasurer of the State was also a candidate for reelection at the
last fall election ; he had also filed a bill and obtained an injunction. When Governor
Smith decided to abandon his case the treasurer also abandoned his case, and his oppo-
nent took possession of the office, notwithstanding there was a similar injunction
against the counting of the vote for treasurer.

Question. Then, with the allegation made, whether well founded or not, that an elec-

tion has been carried by means of violence and fraud, you have no means provided of
determining whether that allegation is true or untrue ?

Answer. Not in the case of the office of governor or any .other officer elected by a
general vote of the State ; no provision has yet been made. These injunctions were
obtained for a temporary jjurpose, in order to enable the provision to be made which
the constitution required.

Question. Was any motion made in the legislature to provide a mode for contesting
the election in that case ?

Answer. I am not able to say how that) was.
Question. What effect has this had upon the sense of security enjoyed by the people

of the State ?

Answer. I think the democrats profess to feel very much more secure ; I think the
republicans feel decidedly less secure. If it had not been for the legislation of Con.
gress to which I have referred, I think their insecurity would have been clearly man
'ifested before this time.

Question. From your own knowledge of that case, derived from your examinatiou of
it as counsel for the governor, will you state here as a witness, without regard to your
professional opinion, whether it is your belief that good ground existed for making
such a contest on his part ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe there was good ground for it ; I believe the violence that
was practiced in the counties of Greene, Sumter, and Marengo was sufficient alone to
change the result of the election in that State.
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Question. The result as to governor ?

Answer. As to governor and others.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. "What was the nominal majority for Lindsay as governor ?

Ansicei: I think, as reported, it was about 1,329; I may be mistaken as to the exact
number. In the county of Russell, on the eastern side of the State, there was a ma-
jority of thirteen or feurteen hundred votes in favor of the republican ticket. That
vote, however, was thrown out entirely ; that is to say, it was thrown out in this way :

the sheriff and clerk were democrats ; and the judge of j)robate court was a repub-
lican ; those three officers constituted the certifying or supervising board, whose duty
it was to certify the vote. The judge of probate certified the votes, or was willing to
do so, but, as I understand, the other two officers declined to do so.

By the Chairman :

Question. So that there was no return at all from that county?
Answer. None, in making up the vote. The rejection of that vote, its being left out

entirely, was one of the allegations in the bill, if I am not mistaken. Then in another
county, at one poll, where several hundred republicans attended to vote, trecdmen, the
poll was not opened.

Question. Without going into details. I will ask you to state if you believe, from your
examination, that sufficient ground existed to entitle Governor Smith to claim that the
subject slionld be investigated and a contest made?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; 1 state here as a witness, not merely as counsel, that I believe there
was full ground for investigating that election, and that it should be done.

Question. If the ground taken by you had been sustained, what effect would it have
had upon the majority in the legislature ?

Answer. It would have changed that as a matter of course.

By Mr. V.vn Trump :

Question. Outside of any provision of your constitution, for I do not know what that is,

is not the ordinary way of contesting an election of governor upon the question of
counting out before the legislative body of the State ?

Answer. We have no mode of contesting an election to the office of governor at all.

Question. Do you mean in Alabama, or in other States ?

Answer. In Alabama, '^lic provision of our State is that an election to the office of

governor shall be or may be, I do not recollect which word is used, contested
before the general assembly in the manner provided by law.

Question. That is in your constitution ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and has been since 1819. The only difference in that respect, between
the existing constitution and the iirst one, is that tlie right to contest is extended to

the secretary of state, treasurer, comptroller, &c., because they arc now elected by a

general ticket system, whereas heretofore they were always elected by the legislatiue.

Question. Now, having made that statement, and that is in accordance with my
recollection, I would ask, as a matter of curiosity merely, where you find authority,

under such a constitutional provision as that, to goto the courts for an injunction to

set aside the proceedings of a legislative examination and declaration of the vote for

governor 'i

Answer. Where did we find the authority ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I speak now from memory ; if I had my brief I could give my authorities to

you in detail. One case will be found in Barr's Pennsylvania Reports, on the power
of the courts to j^rotect every citizen in his rights, whether he be a natural or an arti-

ficial one.

By the Chairman : .

Question. Do you remember the name of that case ?

Answer. I cannot recollect the name of that case, but it was in 47 Barr's Rei^orts.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Did it apply to this case ?

Answer. I think it did in principle ; I will state the facts of the case.

Question. I do not wish to consume the time of the committee by a detailed state-

ment of the case. '

Answer. We found cases of this sort, authorities in various States of the Union; if

you will permit me to state the references as I recollect from memory, lliey will be
found in some work on constitr.tional limitations; I cannot recollect now the name of

the author, but the work is in the library of the Supreme Court here. The authorities

on the subject are pretty well cullated in that work.
Question. Did you find any case where the Supreme Court undertook to stay the

action of the supreme legislative power of the Government?
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Ansiccr. If you meau by that •whetlier we found a case in which the courts claimed
the right to stay the action of a party chiiiaing the office until the partj^ in possession
can have the benefit of legislation, such as the law contemplates, to enable him to
contest it, the nearest we came to it is a case in which a corporation was required to
do certain things ; and the supreme court of one of the Northwestern States held that
the court had that power.

Question. I have no doubt they have in regard to corporate bodies or local authorities
;

but I would like to see the authority, the coustitutiou providing a mode of contesting
a governor's election by the supreme legislative authority, where you find the ijower
given to a court to interfere by an injunction, so far as the supreme sovereign legisla-
tive authority of +he State is concerned.

Ansicer. The language of our constitution is to the effect that it is made the duty of
the presiding officer of the senate to ope!i, count, and declare the votes for the election
of governor in the presence of a majority of the members of the two houses of the legis-
lature ; that is the very language used ; the legislature, as a legislature, has nothing
in the world to do with it.

By the CHAiuJfAN

:

Question. Taking into consideration the tone of i)ublic sentiment as prevailing in the
State of Alabama, or in portions of that State, I will ask you if persons are free to go
into tliose portions of the State and exj)ress their political opinions and advocate them
freely, or is there proscription ?

Answei: They are free to do so if they are willing to risk the consequences.
Question. What I meau is, may thej"^ do it with personal security ?

Ansioer. I thmk not.

Question. To what portions of the State would you apply that remark ?

Ansicer. I could not undertake to designate any particular locality in the State of
Alabama in which a man would be safe to get up and give notice that he wished to
advocate republican principles', and where he would be safe from insult and perhaps
violence. If it was known that ft distinguished man from abroad was about to visit
the State for the purpose of speaking in behalf of the republican cause, it is jjrobable
that he would be unmolested now. I do not know certainly that any man would be
molested, but I do not think a man could announce a speech at ]\Iobile, ilontgomery,
Tuscaloosa, or even in my own town, in behalf of republican principles, vrithout its

producing very great excitement. I think there is very little freedom of discussion.
Question. Can a man, either a native of the State, a long resident, or one who has

removed from the North and settled there, jjublicly advocate the right of the negro to
sufl'rage and to protection in his civil rights, and still preserve in the State his social
and political status ?

A)tswcr. His doing that would affect him to some extent, but how far I cannot say.
There are a great many men who would feel, such is their detestation of negro
suffrage, especially of negro suffrage and the right of the negro to sit in the jury-box,
and to hold offices, and even seats on the judges' bench, that they cannot have any
toleration for a man who entertains those views, whether he advocated them in the
beginning or not ; if he acquiesces in them now, and proposes to advocate acquiescence
in them as a rei)ubliean, in my judgment he is bound to feel the effect of that upon
himself, more or less, in his personal and social relations.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. How about his business relations?
Answer. To some extent it would have its effect upon them also, just in proportion

to men's necessities. Sometimes it is more marked than at others. I have heard
several gentlemen in my State say that it has affected them very seriously.

By Mr. Blaiii :

Question. Does this arise from a conviction that the institutions of the country are
unsafe in the hands of an ignorant class of people, easily led by a few demagogues ?

Answer. I think that has a great deal to do with it.

Question. The peoxile there see that this class of persons who have been enfranchised
by act of Congress, affirmed by an amendment to the Constitution, are really unfitted
by their condition of life, their Avant of iuformatiou and knowledge, to exercise those
franchises ?

Ansiver. They think all that.

Question. Do'they not have good reason to think so ?

Ansicer. I think so : I thought it was unwise to make the negroes voters, particularly
in mass. My own conviction was that in a i)opular government where two races exist
who are so different, fr'om any cause, that they cannot mingle in nuirriage and become
one, the exercise of political power must be confined to one or the other of those races,
if \Ai> wish to have peace and security ; that when political power is placed in the
hands of races who canmot in that way become one, all historv shows that the dividinir
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line is very a^it to continue iu such a marked way as to render it difficult to preserve
the peace, and have anything like a systematic policy of government.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Now if you add to that clear, philosophic, political statement the fact, if it

is a fact, that the right of suffrage has been forced upon the iieople, would not that
tend still more to aggravation ; forced upon them by some superior power like the
Federal Government ?

Ansxoer. If, for instance, the people of Alabama had themselves conferred siiffrage on
the negro they would have had no right to complain, except of their folly in doing
so, if they found it did not work well. The fact that negro suffrage was made, by
the Government of the United States, a condition of political reconstruction, has cer-

tainly ]iot tended to reconcile the people to that state of things.
Question. Would you not be better satisfied Avith the converse of the proposition : that

it has really provoked and irritated the people?
Answer. My own judgment is that it has. But the thing has been done, and the

question is now, how shall we get along with it ? How it may be in other States I will

not undertake to say. But with reference to our pwu State, so far as I understand it,

we think that as it is settled that the negro is to be a voter, and is free, and free cer-

tainly by our own act, for in Alabama we indorsed his freedom in the convention of

1865, which was a white man's convention, entirely based upon white man's suffrage,

no negro voting in the election, nor was he invited to vote
Question. We are not here to enter Into an argument as to what would be the better

policy, but to find out the cause for t-lic existing state of things iu the country.
Ansiver. The negro was made a voter iu Alabama against the consent and views of

what is best of the great body of the white people of the Stati?. Now tbat he is made
a voter, the republican party wish to educate the negro as well as the white child, and
fit him for the duties of his new position. As I understand it, the democratic party is

bitterly opposed, not only to the negro's voting, but to his education. There aj'c some
reasons why they might oppose education on sueli a liberal basis of exi)i'nditnre grow-
ing out of our poverty, which reasons are peculiar to our present condition. But the
great difference between the two parties, as I understand it, is this: The one proposes
to educate the negro and make the best of his capacity, whatever it may be; the other

is not in favor of doing so.

By Mr. Blaiu:

Question. In addition to the facts you have stated iu reference to tlie hostility of the
white race as a general thing, in your State, to negro suffrage, is it not true that these

negroes have been banded together in leagues by men, as a general thing, of very little

character, for the purpose of obtaining office for themselves f Is that not another rea-

son for the hostility felt by the white people at large against negro suffrage as it is?

Answer. So far as I know personally, the negioes have not been so organized. I have
understood that there were Union leagues, and that colored men were members of
them; but I only know it from hearsaj'.' I am not a member of one, and never have
been.

Question. You know it upon evidence that is quite as good as that upon which you
stated the existence of the Ku-Klux organization ?

Answer. No, sir ; because that was the sworn testimony of a witness, who, as I have
since learned, was verj- fully corroborated by other witnesses iu Avliat he said; other
witnesses who were tlien being examined before the judges of tlie supreme court of
North Carolina, which court was then investigating the murder of a man by this or-

ganizatioif. At the time this witness, Force, gave his testimcniy, I did not know how
much weight and credence to give it ; but I have since become satisfied that he told

the truth iu respect to that organization.

Question. Do you believe, from what you have heard and what you yourself have
observed, that there is such an organization as the loyal league among the negroes?

Answer. From what I have heard I do.

Question. You do believe it ?

Answer. I believe it, simply because I have heard it so stated; that is, the Union
league, not the loyal league. The Union league is the one I refer to ; I never heard
particularly about a loyal league. I have understood there was a Union league.

(^hiextion. Do the negroes, as a general thing, act together compactly upon political

matters, as men would who hail been organiz-'d for the purpose.'

Anstcer. Well, when they aie not intiuudated, so far as I know, they generally vote

the re]niblican ticket, notwithstanding we have bei-n in the habit of telling them

—

when I say ''we" I nn>au the wliite people of the State—that tiu-y ought to consider

their old masters their best friends. According to my observation, tlie negroes will

trust their old masters, with regard to any matters of business, just as implicitly as

one man can trust another; but when they come to polities they generally seem not to

have much faith in us ; thev think we did not set. them free or give them the right to
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\oti', bnt did all we could to prevent them from beiug free and having the right to

vote. I certainly opposed their having the riglit to vote, not for the purpose of crush-

ing tbeni, but to prevent them from crushing us. They do not think wo are sincere,

and we have never been able to convince them that we are sincere in oxir professions

of friendship for them in regard to political matters ; they have the idea that they are

free, and voters, in spite of all we could do to prevent it. Naturally, if left alone, they
will vote with the republicans. If they are told, " You shall not have this land unless

you vote the way I want you to vote," or, "If you do vote that way the Ku-Klux will

get after you," it will influence some of them. Some of them, too, are influenced by
the kindness of their former masters and present friends;' for I do not pretend to say,

and I do not say, that there are not as many evidences of kiml^ess on the part of the
former master toward the man now free, who Avas his former slave, as you could
reasonably.exY)ect, when you take into consideration his impoverished condition and
theirs also. I think we have had bad white men; I do not know any community in

which there are not bad white men ; and bad white men in both jiolitical parties. But
I am glad to believe that there are good men in both political parties. I think the
general reason why the negro chooses to vote the republican ticket is because he knows
that the republican party set him free, gave him the right to vote, and wishes to edu-
cate liis children in order to lit them for the duties of their new condition. General
Grant, in his proclamation declaring the adoi^tion of the fifteenth amendment, quoted
from Washington's Farewell Address on the importance of educating the children of the
land.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Do you suppose that General Washington had in view particularly the black
children when "he wrote that part of his address, or that Hamilton had when he wrote
it for him f

Ansicer. I do not know ; but if it is necessary to educate white children, with all the
advantages thej^ have of familj^ descent and surroundings, it certainly is necessary to

educate the negro child, if you wish him to be a good and industrious citizen.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You suppose that Washington had reference to all voters ?

Answer. I think so.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You made the remark in your testimony that if this decision in reference to

the governor's election had been obtained, and was such as you contended for, it would
have changed the majority in the legislature ?

Ansicer. It is jiroper that I should explain what I meant in this Avay ; as the returns
show, it Avas a little doubtful which party had the majority in the legislature. The senate
was largely republican ; there were no senators elected at that election ; the only raem-
l)er8 of the legislature then electifd were members of the house. It was exceedingly doubt-
ful which party had the majority. The democrats, however, when they got the organ-
ization, proceeded at once to contest out two republicans from Talladega, and a dem-
ocratic member Avas permitted to take his seat from Eandolph, I think it was ; at any
rate they got the majority. But if the returns had come in from all the counties, I

think that instead of democratic members from several counties there Avould have been
republican members returned

;
proA'ided all the legal A^oters in the county who wanted

to A'ote, and who attended with a view to vcfte, had been permitted to A'ote, and their

Votes had been certified according to law.
• Question. Does not your constitution provide that each house shall be the judge of the
election, returns, and cxualification of its own members?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. If Governor Smith had been declared by the legislature entitled to the office

of governor had there been a laAv in reference to it, by throwing out certain votes and
counting other Azotes, how could that i)ossibly have affected the result in reference to the
election of members of the legislature, except, j)erhaps, by producing evidence which
would have been acted upon by the legislature itself, each branch of it for itself?

^4«.S7C«-. My understanding is this, that the allegations of the bill being proven, it

would luiA-e shoAvn a state of the polls Avhich would have entitled scA'eral republicans

to seats in that body, Avho did not get seats there, but in v/hose places democrats did
obtain seats. Whether they Avould ha\'e obtained them or not is another thing. That
is the idea which the facts of that bill present A'ery fully.

Question. You say that there Avere no elections of senators in that election. What was
the reason for that? Does not your constitution proA'ide that senators shall be classi-

fied and a certain number go out cA-ery year? And was that constitutional provision

observed in the senate ?

Answer. The senate say they did observe the constitution.

Question. You say there were no elections for senators?
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Answer. The senate is the judge of the election, returns, and qualifications of its own
members.

Question. lu the same sense, the housewas the judge of the election and qualification

of its own members?
Amiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And yet you undertake here, as a witness, to say .that there were several
rei)ublicaus who ought to have been seated in the house, and who were not allowed
to take their seats?

Answer. I say that if the allegations of that bill had been proven, that evidence
would have shown that several republican members were entitled to seats who did
not obtain them, and iu whose place democrats did obtain seats.

Question. Notwithstanding the fact that the house, which was the judge of the elec-

tion, returns, and qualification of its own members, determined otherwise ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my judgment.
Question. Now, what was the provision of your constitution iu reference to the elec-

tion of senators?
Ansiver. I cannot give the exact language ; but my recollection is that the senators

were to be classified after the apportionment ; that then a certain number were to go
out every two years, I think ; I am not now very clear as to the time they were to go
out ; but the classification was to t-ako i^lace under the next apportionment. Those
who held that the senate ought to have made this classification so as to have brought
on an election for a certain iiortion of the senators at the last election

Question. One-half of them?
Answer. One-half of them, I believe. Those who held that, say that the apportion-

ment referred to iuthe provision of the constitution was the apportionment which was
then made; those who took the other view, -as I understand it, held that the appor-
tionment referred to was an apportionment to be made under the census, which was to be
taken in the State, as provided for by the State constitution, and which is to be taken,

I think, every ten years.

Question. Did not the constitution of the State provide that the term of a senator
should be four years ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so.

Question. If the apportionment and the classification do not take jilace until the time
contended for by those v.'ho refuse to make the classification, will there not be certain

senators who will hold their seats for six years ?

Answer. I think so.

Q^uestion. Is not that a palpal)le violation of the constitution, one which will enable
one-half of these senators to liold their scats for six instead of four yeai"s?

Answer. Ordinarily it would be, but the constitution of Alabama did not go into

operation immediately, on the election by the pepple of Alabama, even if the people of
Alabama had voted in favor of it by a nuijorit}'.

Question. Which they did not do ?

Answer. They did not do that. In any event that constitution Avas to be submitted
to Congress, and the vote in regard to it also was to be submitted to Congress. And
when Congress decided, and not until Congress did decide, was that constitution to go
into operation. Congress did not make that decision until some time in May, I think,

some time i)rior to the 20th of July, 18G8. The military authorities under whose auspices

and authority, or rather protection and supervision, the election under that constitution

was hekl, reported a vote of some thousands less than a majority of the registered

voters in the State. The act of Congress provided that a majority of the registered,

voters of the State should vote at that <'lection : the military authorities reported that
a majority of registered voters had not voted at that election. During all this time,

the constitution and the ofiicers elected under it were in abeyance, or at least not in

active operation. There is an ordinance of the convention of Alabama which framed
this constitution which went on to provide how the officers should hold their oflices,

and at what time the terms should begin to run. That ordinance was of equal dignity
with the constitution itself, so far as the authority from which it emanated was con-

cerned. If I recollect it correctly, that ordinance provides that the terms of office of
most of the officers therein named should commence to run from the next general
election.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. The next general election provided in the constitution ?

Ansu'er. Yes, sir ; the provision in respect to senators, it is contended, does not fall

within that classification, l)ocause in tliat ordinance certain officers are named ; and
in the inclusion of some and the exclusion of others that rule is hi-ld to apply.

Question. You spoke of the imeertainty about the majority in the l(>gislatnre ; and
you said that the majority in the house de])ended upon certain districts. Did you not
intend to be understood as meaning that it required the addition of those members
to give a majority of the legislature on joint ballot; that is to .say, to enable the ma-
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jority wliich the democrats had in the house to overcome the entire bodj" of the senate,

which I understand is republican ?

Ajisiver. The senate is not entirely republican, there are some few democrats.

Qucslion. Was that not the understanding which you intended to convey ?

Ansirer. I meant to say simply what Ihave said ; that if t}ie allegatious of Governor
Smith's bill were proven, as we had reason to believe we could prove them, it would
show such a vote in several counties in various portions of the State as would entitle

republicans instead of democrats to seats in the legislature.

Qiteslion. A certain number of them?
Jnsicer. I caunot say the number, but several of them.
Qucsiion. The fact is that the democrat majority in the lower house was lar<Te enough

to overcome the republican majority in the senate on joint ballot, that the entire senate

held over and there V7as no election for the senate.

Answer. It is the fact that the entire senate held over, and there was no election for

senators.

By Mr. Yxs Trump :

Question. Did the prayer of the bill require a reorganization of the legislature?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You spoke of that as evidence.

Answer. Showing that in regard to the election of governor, would necessarily show
if violence and intimidation were exercised to such an extent as the bill charged, and
men were deterred from voting for him as govei'uor; showing that would necessarily

show tlint a number of thousands of votes were lost to the State for the republican

liarty. Whether that could havabeen proven is, of course, a question.

Question. Was there any contest in the house of representatives as to those members
who have been affected by these votes ?

Answer. No, sir ; there was no chance for it, and two members from Talladega who
were in could not retain their seats. •

By Mr. Blair :

Question. In giving an account of this contest for governor, I think you omitted to

mention, what I have seen stated as a fact, that Governor Smith attempted to maintain
himself in office by the use of troops, and that he occupied the capitol building with
troops. Is that the fiict ?

Answer. What I know about it is this : Governor Smith received a notice from Gov-
ernor Lindsay, through Colonel J. J. Jolly, if I am correctly informed, calling on him
for the oftice and claiming it as his right. Governor Smith, as he said, sa-w a gathering

there toward night, the object of which he could only surmise. He and his private

seci'etary, and one or two others, perhaps, were there alone. He called on the sheriff

of Montgomery County to take such steps as might be necessary to jirevent any dis-

tubance there.' I think his bill, to which I have referred, had already been filed. The
sheriff' of Montgomery called on the military who were there to aid him as a posse in

that behalf; and such soldiers as were there were there in obedience to that call by
the sheriff", and for the purpose of preserving peace and preventing any violence of any
kind.

Question. Did they occupy the capitol building ?

Answer. They were in the basement of the capitol, or in that portion of it where the

executive office is.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Were they Federal or State tooops?
Ansu-er. They were Federal troops, not State troops. Governor Smith has persistently

refused to organize State trooj^s.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was there not an order from Washington for those troojis to withdraw from
the building ?

Answer. I do not know ; I heard that there was such an order.

Question. The troops retired ?

Answer. They retired; they were there as a posse. At all events, there never has
been any revocation of the general order, so far as I have heard, which authorizes the

sheriff' of the county to call upon a military officer for the aid of hi.? troops as a posse.

At the same time that I heard this order had been sent to the troops to remove from
the capitol, I heard that it had been sent under the impression that the military com-
mander had acted without any request or authority from the sheriff; but I do not
know that from auy knowledge of my own.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You say there were strangers in the court-room when Governor Smith was
rcquiied to go there ?
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Answer. I did not go in the court-liouse at all, but I was so iuformed.
Question. Speaking about the majority in the lower house, if the allegations in tha '

V)ill had been proven, would it not have shown enough republicans entitled to seats in
the lower house to have given a republican majority ?

Answer. That was the opinion I had upon the evidence ; I may have been mistaken
about it.

Question. You say you think the allegations of the bill could have been proven?
A nswer. If they had been proven and the men permitted to take their seats
Question. It would have given a majority in the lower house?
Answer. Such a vote in the lower house as to have secured a majority on joint ballot.
Question. Not a majority in the lower house ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Have you heard of any Union Leagues in Alabama lately ?

Answer. I dont think I have heard anything about the league even as late as 1868
;

it was along the last of 18G7 or the first of 1868. '

Question. You have not heard of any Union Leagues since 1868?
Answ-er. Not in operation ; I have heard them spoken of as things that had been. There

may b^ Union Leagues there now, but I do not know anything upon the subject, jyio

or con, from my own knowledge.
Question. Judge Van Trump asked you if the fact that negro suffrage, the right of

negroes to sit in the jury box, and other ynivileges which they enjoy, having been
forced upon the people of Alabama by the Federal Government, was not a source of
irritation, and one of the causes of this resistance, and you said you thought it was ?

Answer. I think it was one of the causes.
Question. You said that those rights had been conferred without the consent of the

white population of Alabama.
Answer. Yes, sir.

QueMion. Is this Ku-Klux organization, in your judgment, intended to resist by
intimidation the free exercise of those rights on the part of the colored people ?

Answer. That is the conclusion I have formed, from what I have seen and heard.
The testimony of the witness Force was direct that it was intended to control the vot-
ing of the negroes.

Question. To prevent the free exercise on their part of the rights which the Federal
Government had conferred upon them ?

Answer. That was the idea his testimony stated with distinctness.
Question. You stated that was your opinion ?

Answer. ^Vhat I have seen has tended to confirm mo in the conviction that he told
the truth about it. •

Question. That is, that this organization of Ku-Klux was for the purpose of resisting

the legitimate consequences of the conferring of those rights on the colored people?
Answer. I do not know that I could answer on that point. The idea was that they

wanted to control by this means the negro vote, and "also to control his labor.
Question. To control his labor?
Answer. Yes, sir ; .-wad I intended to state so before, if I did not.

Question. Without wages ?

Answer. They meant that he should work oulj- for such persons and upon such terms
as they sanctioned.

Question. You then look upon it as simply a resistance to the free enjoyment of equal
rights on the part of the colored people ?

Answer. I can come to no other conclusion than that, upon tbe evidence which he
gave and u])on evidence I have obtained in various other ways.

Question. Is it not a fact that the majority of those who A'oted ujion the adoption or
rejection of the constitution of Alabama voted lor its adoption ?

Answer. The act of Congress provided that at least a majority of the registered voters
of the State must appear to have voted in the election. In Alabama the entire vote in
the election did not make a majority by .several thousands of the registered voters of
the State. The great body of the white peojde, I cannot state the exact number, but
the great body of the Avhite people, nine-tenths of them certainly, I reckon, were
utterly opposed to making the negro a votei' in his then condition.

Question. Have you ever known any one convicted of any of these outrages tvhich
are attributed to, or done by men in disguise?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Have there been any indictments by the grand juries ?

Answer. There was a prosecution, at the last spring term, in the county in which I

live; but the parties were acquitted, notwithstanding the direct testimony of the man
and his wife. I was not concerned in the trial, but I was informed that the testimony
of the colored man and his wife was po.sitive as to the identity of at least one of tha
parties.

Question. Upon what testimony did they get clear ?

Ansiver.- Upon testimony that was satisfactory to the jury.
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Quesfion. Did it go to prove an alihi?

Answer. Yes, sir; the alibi is the great resort in cases of violence, and insanity in

cases of murder, I believe, as a general rule. That was the defense in the trials in Cal-
houn County, an alibi.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Wei-e the juries mixed juries?
Ansicer. I do not remember -whether the jury was a mixed jury that tried those

alleged Ku-Klux who were tried last spring in our court; but we have had mixed juries
there.

Question. Is it not the rule that persons of color are equally entitled to sit on the
jury with whites?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they have to sit there, though incompetent. Many times the poor
creatures feel they are utterly uuht for the duties of the place, and, as' I am told, they
say to the white jurors : "You fix up this A^erdict, and we will agree to it." That is

not because they are corrupt, but because they do not feel capable of doing anything
in the premises.

Question. It is not their fault then ?

Ansicer. No, sir; politics has been forced into the question, but we never would have
had it forced on us if we had done right in 1865. We had, in 1865, a white man's gov-
ernment in Alabama, as there was in every other Southern State, but we lost it because
certain men in the South were dissatisfied.

Question. Was it not rather because certain men in the North insisted that negroes
should be allowed to vote because they would vote the republican ticket ?

Ansicer. I do not know about that ; but I felt very well persuaded that the true pol-
icy for us was to have at once taken the negro right under the protection of the laws,
as we do our wives and children. When they became free they had no master to take
up their defense, and if the law did not protect them there was no jirotectiou for them.
We did not do that, however, but undertook to make negro codes, and while admitting
that they were free, practically undertook to so reconstruct them as to make their
freedom a curse rather than a blessing. That is the great blunder we made.

Question. Is it not more of a curse now, where the power of the State is put in their
hands ?

Ansicer. It is a great evil; but when the thing is done and made a part of the law of
the laud, it seems to me that it is the part of wisdom to educate their children so as
to fit them for the new sphere of life to which they are ca/lled. In old times the moral
persuasion of the negro was the whip. We said, " If you do this, Iwillwh'p you ;•' or,
" If you do not do that^ou will be puuished." The law as it then stood did not per-
mit the cultivation of the moral sense of the negro child, and the grown-up negro
man was only educated morally as he obtained it by contact with the superior race
with which he mingled. The negro child did not receive the training which we give
our own children, and which we find it necessary to give our own children, and with-
out which they would fall into vice and crime, and even with which it is not always
certain that they will not do so. But the certainty is far greater when they do not
have that training The negro was controlled by means of the whip and the lash in
slavery times. When slavery was abolished the negro was not thereby transformed
into an angel of light. That negro who was a good servant while in slavery, as a gen-
eral rule, Avas a good man when he became a freedman; and the negro who was idle
and vicious before, still remained so. You must make allowances for them now. I was
born and raised in New York, but I weut to live in Alabama immediately on coming of
age, and have lived there all my life since. I think I know something ot' the southern
people ; thej* are a warm, generous-hearted, and impulsive peoi>le ; but they were ac-
customed to having their own way, and to be obeyed when they gave an order. This
sudden transition of the negro race from slavery to freedom, without the consent of
the white i^opulatiou there, and without preparation on the i)art of the negro race,
gave a great shock to the people, as you may well understand. The consequence was
that men naturally fell back into their old way of dealing with the negro with the
lash. It was not safe to do it openly, but this secret organization furnished a way to
do so. It was not organized in the first instance for this purpose, as I learn, but for a
very difierent purpose ; I do not know what it was ; but it came to be understood that
in this way negroes might be made to toe the mark again, to do the bidding of the em-
j)loyer, to come up to time a little more promptly, and do more work than they would
otherwise do. It also soon became apparent that in this way the negroes could be de-
terred from voting, as they naturally would be. As I said awhile ago, the negroes will
trust their old employers about any matters of business just as implicitly as one man
can trust another, but they will not trust them in politics. They have no faith in our

. speeches unless they see that we act with the republican party.
Question. Have they now full faith in those fellows who promised them forty acres of

laud and a nnile each in order to get their votes ?

Ansicer. I do not tljink they have. Although I have heard a great deal said about
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that, I have never distinctly known it to be proved that any such promise has ever

been made to them. Still, I have heard so much said about it tliat I ha>'e always

thought there was some foundation for tlie statement. But, after all, the great imder-

lying sentiment iu our Southern States, so far as I eomx^rehend it, grows out of the dif-

ference of opinion in regard to the constitutional i^owers of the Federal Government.

Men have been educated, and have grown up in the belief, which they entertain as

honestly as men can entertain any sentiment, that the States had a right to secede,

and that in the last resort they were the sole judges as to when and how to exercise

tnat right. They honestly believed that, and it is not worth while for us to shut our

eyes to that conviction. In the next place, they believed that before the war the

Union operated prejudicially upon the interests of the South; that if the South was
out of the Union, she, by means of her staple productions, especially cotton, could form
relations with other governments much more advantageous than her relations with
the Federal Government, and that it was better for them to go out of the Union. That
was their creed, and they honestly believed it ; and iu the effort to put it in practice

they periled everything men hold dear—life, fortune, the institution of slavery itself,

and all else were put upon the issue. There was another large class of our people who
entertained different views. They did not believe in the right of a State to secede

;

they had still less faith iu it being'wise and politic to attempt it. They believed that

so long as the Union could be maintained it would save us from great stauding armies

and navies, and from the taxes which inevitably follow in the train of such establish-

ments ; that it Avould save us from the eoullicts which for the last hundred years have
deluged Europe with blood, and of vv'hich we now see a terrible example. The area of

the United States is not larger thau that of Europe. Yet prior to the v.-ar we had only

thirteen thousand men as a standing army, while in Europe, in consequence of their

many separate nationalities, there were standing armies of from five to seven millions

of men. While wo preserved the Union we were relieved from these establishments

and from taxes to sux>port those establishments. Under the Union we had a uniform
standard of weights and measures ; our commercial intercourse was free and unre-

stricted; we had a uniformity of post-roads and a uniform currency. In the opinion

of this class of our people, in the language of Washington in his farewell address, the

Union was the palladium of liberty. But in the opinion of men educated in the other

school, the Union, even before the war, and of course it is much more objectionable

now, was the means of sapping our very life-blood, drawing our resources from us, and
giving nothing in return. These men entertained their opinions with honesty ; and
so far as that is concerned matters stand now as they stood then. With individual

exceptions here and there, men who then believed that the States had a right to

secede believe it still ; men who were not in favor of the Uni«i then only regret now'
that they did not make their movement a success ; tlio advantages of the Union do
not, in their opinion, afford any sort of compensation for the losses entailed upon us.

The state of things now is to tliem beyond expression horrible and distasteful. In my
judgment tlieso men are not enraged against this Government because they are dis-

franchised, but because they have not been permitted, since the war at least, to man-
age tlieir own affairs. They feel, therefore, that they have a continual ground of

grievance against the Government.

By Mr. "Van Tkump :

Question. Do they not feel tlie immense pressure of this fiict, the i)arallel to which I

believe docs not exist in all history, that those who were formerly their slaves are now
really placed over them as their superiors ?

Aiiswer. Of course they feel it.

By the Chairman :

QiicHtlon. Taking this view of it which you have given xis, are not these acta of out-

rage and cruelty upon the negro race and ujion those who support tlitnr rights, simply
war upon the part of people who hold one set of opinions against those who uphold
another set ?

A)i>iircr. There are acts of violence.

Question. War carried on with arms?
Jnsu-t^r. If the circumstances are such as to make it amount to war, the committee

can judge. There is an organization, but it does not come in the daytime with music
and baauers, but in the night-time, in silence and in disguise, as I am told by those

who luvve seen them, aiul as was shown by the proof in the trial. They have often

been seen in that section of country. It is a si)ectacle calculated to make men's blood
njn cokl when they see what they do. It is an organization of the most dangerous
chariuter in any country, and especially in a country where the causes of dissatisfac-

tion, whether real or imaginary, are as numerous as the jjcople of the South think they
arc. If the Government permits that org.Tuizalion to go on. it is iu effect surrendering
The peace and good order of the eonnnmiity, and (nerything Avhich men hold dear, into

the hands of a lawless, irresponsible, and violent set of men.
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Qiiesiion. If these sentiments of ^^•llicIl you have spoken are at the bottom of tiiese

proceedings, is it possible to control the community in which these things occur by the
force of civil i^roceedings in the courts ?

Answer. I hope it is ; I hope and trust we shall have a sober second thought in regard
to what course to take, and not have to fall under military discipline befoi'c we come
to our senses. What I have said in regard to the division of scutimeut among the peo-
ple is for the purpose of showing, so far as my opinion and the rcASOus for it may be of
any value, lirst, in what way and to what quarter the Goverume^ must look for a
movement in behalf of law and order ; and then, in the next place, that the Govern-
ment may know how to judge of the real sentiment of these people. They ought not
to be regarded in the light of great criminals—that is, men who have a malicious pur-

l^ose toward everybody. They are men who feel, and no doubt honestly feel, that their

rights have been tramjiled under foot, as they regard it. They may claim rights they
are not entitled to as a free people ; but notwithstanding that, they feel just as much
outraged as if those rights were ever so clearly theirs. The facts are there ; they are
dissatisfied.

Question. In the returns for 1868 it is stated that the vote cast for the adoption of the
constitution was 80,318 ; the vote for the Grant electoral ticket was 76,366, aud for the
Seymour electoral ticket, 72,086. I find no vote stated as having been cast against the
adoption of the constitution ; but finding about 4,000 more votes cast for the consti-

tution than is cast for the Grant electoral ticket, I wish to ask you what vote among
these returns would fairly represent that part of the vote of the State which declined
to ex^iress itself upon the question of the adoption or rejection of the constitution ?

Answer. The vote of the entire body of the white people of the State, if it had been
registered, would have amounted to something between 90,000 and 100,000 ; but the
great mass of the v/hite people of the State refused to vote at all upon the question of
t}ie adoption or rejection of the constitution, myself among the number. And in regard
to the election for President, they became satisfied before the election was over that
General Grant would be elected, and a great many did not go to the polls and vote who
would have gone otherwise, ];)robably.

Question. Was the refusal to vote upon the constitution largely upon the ground that
the whole reconstruction policy was void aud worthless ?

Answer. Yes, sir, so far as I know. I did what I could to prevent that constitution

being adopted, or any action being taken upon it ; I urged the people of the State to

take no action iu the election at all. But in the presidential election I urged them to

vote, for I thought that was our only salvation to get clear of negro suffrage ; I thought
if the democratic jiarty succeeded that we should be able to get clear of it. I thought
then wo would be enabled to inaugurate in Alabama a system, as I trusted they would
in other vStatcs, by which the white and the colored race woiild be able to get along to-

gether as peaceably and properly as m the nature of things we could expect.

By Mr. CoBtiRX

:

Question. You acted Avith the democratic party in 1368 ?

Answer. I did then; but when the election was over I came out and said that, having
voted against the republican party as long as it was worth while, it would be better
to make terms with them, work along with it, and in that way acquire their con-
fidence. As long as we ox^posed them they were suspicious of our intentions in regard
to the negro and the perpetuity of the Union. I think now, looking back over the
past, that I committed a great error in not urging iipon the first convention of 1865
the addition of a qualified negro suffrage. I believe if we had done that we should have
been accorded a recognition as a State iu 1865 and 1866, and that Alabama would have
been admitted to representation in Congress, no matter who were to take seats as

Representatives and Senators.

By the Chairman :

Question. While on the subject, I will ask you if it is not your opinion that had the
Southern States accepted the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, they would
not have retained this question of suftrage in their own hands ?

Answer. At that time I was entitled to claim a seat in the Senate of the United States,

having been unanimously elected to that oflice; although I could not take the irou-clad

oath, 1 endeavored to ascertain whether we would be admitted if we accepted the
fourteenth amendment.

By Mr. Blaih :

Question. In other words, as a supplement to the question of the Chairman, if the
whole southern people had turned republicans at that time, it would have been all

right ?

Answer. I did not understand them to make that condition. They did not feel cei-

tain that we could be relied upon iu regard to two things : first, in regard to the negro,
who must be iu a great degree committed to our charge : and, second, they did not
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have entire confidence in regard to our implied submission to the Union. But they

feared that second less, because they knew they had the physical power to put us down
if the issue should ever again come. But they feared that we would not deal fairly

with the negro, if the question was put beyond the control of Congress. Let uie add
one word about the fourteenth amendinent. I could not ascertain that Alabama would
be admitted and recognized as a State, even if we did adopt that ameudment. On the

contrary—T did not get it from Mr. Sumner himself, but I got it in such a way as to

lead me to bclieviiit—I was led to believe that Mr. Sumner and Mr. Stevens had still

further purposes, which were not communicated, as to us. Therefore, we could not

see anything to be gained by adopting an amendment which was only to be made a

stepping-stone to some other proposition.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Was there anybody really who had authority to make a bargain ?

Answer. I suppose if the leaders of the party had said so it would have been all right.

Mr. Wade himself would not say for a long time what they would do. I think he said

in New Orleans, in a speech he made there, that if the fourteenth amendment was
adopted by any State he should feel bound to vote for the admission of that State.

But it was then too late ; most of the States had acted on the ameudment.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you know anything of the character or standing of this man Force,

whose testimony you have referred to ?

Answer. Only from an inquiry I instituted with reference to him after ho appeared

there, asking that the man who had outraged his daughter should be secured. He then

communicated to me that he knew something about the Ku-Klnx. Before I put him
on the stand, I made some inquiry about him, but the result was not very«atisfactory.

I did not get au opportunity of satisfying myself until I met with Judge Haroldson,

the judge of the circuit court in which Cherokee County is included. From him I

learned that Force \7as a man who could be relied upon for the truth of what he might

state.

Question. Does this Force still live there ?

Answer. He stated that he had been compelled to go armed ever since he made the

issue with the men of the organization ; that in fact he had had a fight with them
right on the spot, when he told them that he would go with them no longer ; and that

he had wounded one of them.
Question. One question in regard to the Eutaw meeting; you said there was a large

meeting ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the relative proportion between the whites and the blacks ?

Ansiocr. The prepoiulerance was very largely on the side of the blacks.

Question. Were there more than one or two hundred white men there ?

Answer. I cannot state what number were there ; they were there in considerable

numbers ; tin- town itself is a pretty large town.

Question. What is your impression about the negroes being armed ?

Answer. I saw only two or three armed, with au ordinary pocket-knife, such as men
generally carry ; I saw none armed with arms of any other kind ; their conduct was as

peaceable aud*^ orderly as ever was seen at a meeting, until the fuss with Mr. Hays,

wheu two or three stepped forward from my right, but immediately desisted when I

spoke to them.
Question. Do you remember about the negroes forming a line across the street?

Answer. No, sir, I did not see it ; they got away as (piickly as they could.

Question. Did you hear them fire from across the street ?

.inswer. No, sir, I did not. As soon as I could get away, after the firing, I went across

to the liotel, and went up to the room of Governor Smith. It was his chill day; he

nad not spoken that day, though he spoke the day before.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. The right to vote, to sit upon the jury, &c., conferred upon the colored

man, are all embraced iu the general expressiouN " reconstruction policy of Congress."

Do you consider this Ku-Klux"movement a resistance to that reconstruction policy ?

Answer. Well, I cainiot say that I have any definite opinion on that point—that is,

one wliich is satisfactory to myself ; the inclination of my mind is that it is a resistance

to that policy. I am inclined to believe there is a general dissatisfaction. If you

include in the " reconstruction policy" the making of the negro a voter, then I think it

is. It is his being made a voter that has given point and efi'ect to this whole business.

Question. If the Oovernment of the United States should i-everse that policy, should

abolish the reconstruction laws, should rescind the coustitutional amendment, do you

think it would have any tendency to restore quiet and peace there ?

Answer. It would make those who are dissatisfied on that ground better satisfied,



ALABAMA. 97

hnt it ^rould make a .lissatisfaction on the other side. For one, I am opposed to any
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^uvauea, ana

Question. Were not the people of the South a free people ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, but they owed allegiance to the Constitution of the United States.Question. They owed allegiance to their Government.
-J«sa'er. They owed allegiance to the Government of the United States- there is nodenying that, for if they did not, then the Government of theUnited Statesis'' mere

heS'^'wi;.^.
7'^^

"^l^"",
"'**' *?'''*

™^t^'''^ r^*^ y*'"' ^''^ ^'^^ ^-'^y "«* ^1*^^^^ much on thathead. What I want to know is, in what do the repressive measures adopted by Con-

Sw. d bfr 'i^
'^?*^'

'^^'!'t ^i""\*^
^•*^l"'*^««i«^ '-^^^^ for three centuries hatWaciopted by l^ngland tov/ard Ireland ?

Answer. It differs in this: in Ireland there was no race of people to be set free andto be provided lor ; all were free.
i- ^ic^c auu

Question. Does not that make it mord difficult in the South ?
^r^»-er Our difficulties are very great ; I have not gainsaid or denied that ; I admit

It. But Ku-Kluxism only aggravates them ; it aggravates the evils and does not mod-iiy or improve anything.
Question. Is it not the outcropping, rather, of oppression and tyranny, exactly liketne outbursts in Ireland f

Answer. In the first place, the Irish people were a separate and independent nation

;

they were under no obligation whatever to the British government. They Avere sim-
p y invaded and subjugated, and naturally they resisted it. That was not the case inthe South. Our forrfathers formed this Union of their own accord

; in the convention
httle Delaware and Rhode Island had equal power with Virginia, Pennsylvania, andNew York. Those men had never fought each other; they had never shed each otlier's
blood, nor haxl their forefathers done so. They met as equals ; they formed the Con-
stitution and said they did so, among other things, "to preserve the blessiu-rs of lib-
erty to themselves and their posterity." The sword of Brennus was not thrown into^that scale. They met as equals; they made the llag upon which each star was (-(nu^lThey were bound by the Constitution they formed ; their children w.^re bound by it
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It was our duty to staud 1)y it, in vi(!^v of the imracuse benefits r.-liich it conferred, and
of the evils that Avoukl resrJt from destroying it. I bless God that it was supyiorled—
that others did staud bj^ it; I could uot de it; I would have done it if 1 could. I in-

tend never again to be placed where I cannot stand by it, and, if need be, die for it.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. Y\'o will not differ on those propositions. I admit the great error, and political

crime, perhaps, which the Southern States committed in secednig; they had no consti-

tutional right to secede. But when wc look at it in the general aspect ; when we come
to consider that the dilJticulties that now surround us surrounded the men that formed
that Constitution ; tliatthe battles which were fought between the confederate soldier
and the Federal soldier were fought in these very halls ; that at last the battles that
were fought in these halls culminated in an appeal to arms by men on both sides, with
honest convictions—taking all these things into consideration, do you not think that
the tru(i x>olicy of the Government is amnesty, niercj'. and the equal administration of
the la,w ?

Ansiccr. For political offenses, for all connected with the past, I think it is. I say
amnesty for the past with respect to political otienses ; but I say the law and its pen-
alties, where a, i>roper case is made out, for assassins and mmxlerers.'

Qiiesiion. Eight there we do not differ again. The purpose of this investigation is to

ascertain whether there is a b:ind of. lawless men organized generally Ln the South.
Ausicer. I am aware that is the object of the investigation, and I am glad it is in the

liands of men who intend to discharge their duty impartially, as I can plainly see from
what has transpired here this morning, as well as from reports of what has heretofore
been done, so far as they have come to my knowledge. I trust I am really grateful

that this is to be investigated. If these things are all false, let it be known, and let

these of us who have been under this impression, and willfully so, be held up to pub-
lic execration as we deserve. On the other hand, if these things are true, in the name
of good government, law, and order, let us by every just and proper means maintain
the .supremacy of the law.

Question. Is it your opinion that in any of these southern States, with, iierhaps, the
exception of South Carolina, this organization, if it exists at all, as a general inoposi-

tion, is so strong that the State courts and the State authorities cannot control it with-
out the aid of the military power of the Federal Government?

Answer. I cannot .speak with regard to South Carolina, or any other State, so well aa

of my own. My opinion is that in the heavj- negro counties, as wo call them in our
State, then; is a state of public opinion which completely overrides the law, which re-

fuses to enforce it witli respect to afortain class of offenders and a certain description

of offenses.

O,uesiioii. How many counties of that kind are there in Alabama ?

Ausu-er. In my o[)inion, a great many of these negro counties. I say so because I

have no information of all the murders that have been perpetrated, but they are nu-
merous, a'.id I have never known an instance in which a man has been convicted of
killing a negro.

Question. Has it not been impossible to find out the perpetrators ?

Answer. In some instances it has, in others it has not. There is this to be said for

our people : They have always been disposed to make allowances for killing and shoot-

ing each other in what they call a fair tight
;
juries would always go as I'ar as they

could to excu.se a man for that, and when they had to convict him would i)unish as

lightly aspo.ssible. But if a man lay in wait for anotluM', stood behind a tree and shot
him, or laid poison for him, resorted to any of those s<;cret modes of assassination, I

have never known of any country Avhere they would puni.sh a man more readily for

such a thing than in the South. But in regard to a "fair stand-up fight," as thej"^ call

it, they would make all the allowancu'S they could, because they did not know how
soon tiiey might get into one themselves. In regard to punishing other crimes, such
as theft, burglary, arson, &c., in old times our courts and juries were as fair and impar-
tial and faithful as the courts of any other States, and I thiulc our records will prove
it. But since the war, since this state of things has occurred, a dilferent sentiment
has prevailed. Jlen have gone in numbers and whipped and beaten and outraged col-

ored people, taken their arms away from them, an<l in other ways have done them
wrong, not to si^eak of the murders that have been committed. But yet no one of
them" has been jJunL'^hcd that I know of. I think there is a sentiment in our State

whicli only needs to feel that there, is a power that, in the last resort, can be relied ou
to uphold law and order, which will come up and perform its duty ; because wc liave

wives and children, homes and firesides, and we belong to the English-si)eaking race,

at least to a civilized race, and we want the protection of the law and order, peace
and quiet, aroiuid our homes, and security there. I think it is only iu;cessary for the

Government to show that it is deterniined to put this thing down, and tho work will

at once be largely accomplished. It is only upon the idea that they can go scot-free

that men are disposed to commit crimes. If a mau knows that lie will certainly bo
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overhanlecl and punished, that the chances will bo ninety-nine out of a hundred that
he will be, he will hesitate long before he commits a crime.

Qncsfion. All your ideas about the extent of the offenses committed are mere opin-

ions 1

Ansiva: I never saw one of them committed.
Qucslion. In the state of feeling in the South is it not probable that very exaggerated

accounts of these things will get into the newspapers, and be circulated in that way 'i

Jnswcr. Yes; and it is very natural that men should feel dissatisfied. Onr great
mistake is that we have allowed our feeliugs of dissatisfaction to take a wrong direc-

tion. It certainly is not right for men to shoot and whip and kill in the manner they
have been doing there for some time past.

By Mr. Coburx :

Question. Something was said in relation to the invasion of the South and the con-
quest of that region. Do you regard the marching of the Union armies through the
South, during the war, as an invasion, or the restoration of law and order there a con-
quest of the South ?

Ads^co: In one sense the marching of an army anywhere is an invasion ; but in a
political sense I do not regard the marching of the Army in the South as an invasion
of the South ; neither do I regard the restorati(m of law and order there a conquest,

except over crime and violence. I wish it to be understood that I am heartily in favor
of that sort of conquest.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. I did not catch your answer to Judge Van Trump's question in regard to

the power of the State courts to deal with these Ku-Klux crimes.

Answer. I think this: That in the present condition of things an attempt on the part
of the State, right at this time, to enforce the execution of the law, would, perhaps,

lead to conflicts. It might not in Alabama, if the governor organized companies of

white men. But I do not think our people would submit quietly to have companies of

negroes organized for the purpose of arresting them and enforcing the law. I think
they woujd tight them. On the other hand, I think if the Government of the United
States will furnish its troops to aid the civil authorities to uphold the law, they will

not fight the United States troops. I think iu that way we could avoid collision and
bloodshed. I have been all the time opjiosed, and so was our late governor, to the or-

ganization of colored troops, because I thought it would onlj^ aggravate our condi-

tion.

QiicsUon. Could you find white men upon whom you could rely ?

Answer. I do not know that we could.

Question. You were asked if the accounts of these outrages in the newspapers were
exaggerated. State whether there has been exaggeration, or whether the truth has
been entirely told.

Answer. I would not like to indorse all tlie newspaper reports, nor would I like to

condemn them. So far as any transactions have come to my knowledg-e, from the infor-

mation I have received, I know of no exaggeration in regard to the aflairs ofour State. I

think affairs there have equalled, and mfti-e than equalled, all that has been represented
of them.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. I understand you to divide the white population of your State into two
classes—those who were originally and who are still of opinion that the State had a
right to secede from the Union ; and those who adhered to the Union.
Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. If the original Union element, which I understand to have been the old

whig party
Answer. A great many democrats were Union men.
Question. So much the better.

Ansicer. And General Jackson was a mighty popular man down in our jiart of the
State. '

Question. If the original Union element be added to the negro vote, is there not in.

Alabama a majority of adherents to the Union ?

Answer. Y'es, sir ; if the whole Union element could be got to act with the whole
colored vote, there is a verj^ large majority for the Union.

Question. Is not that a very hopeful circumstance "?

Answer. That is my foundation to build upon.
Question. That distinguishes your case from that of Ireland ?

Answer. Yes, sir; iudeed,T do not think the two.cases are analogous; we are a part
of this Government ; Ireland was not part of England.

Question. And a majority of the actual voters in Alal)ama now prefer the Union and
this Government, if they could be brought to act together?
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Aiifiiver. 1 tliiuk so ; I think if we could have a fair canvass upon the issue of Union
and disunion now, we should vote now against secession. Iknow that in 1860 we would
have voted against it overwhelmingly, if the issue had been fairly made. But they
denied then that wo were in any danger of disunion ; they said they only wanted to

get things fixed up a little better.

Question. Your idea is that the friends of the Government should be got to cooperate
together ?

Ansuwr. Yes, sir.

Question. And in order to do that the authority of the United States should be exerted
to preserve the peace ?

Answe7: Yes, sir ; I do not think any man can object to the authority of the United
States for the preservation of law and order, Avhen the condition of things is as it is iu

Alabama and some other States. That authority does not trample down our rights,

but puts us iu a condition where we can uphold them.
Question. You say this witness Force spoke of a purpose on the part of the Ku-Klux

Klan to restrain the freedmen as to their labor ?

Ansrcer. That is my recollection of what he said.

Question. Was it a part of their plan to require him, so far as it was practicable and
where his old master wanted him, to work for his old m.aster ?

Ansiver. I do not think he said that; I have no recollection of his saying that.

Question. Did he describe to you how the whipping was done when men Avere

whipped ?

Answer. He described the manner in which the particular person was whipped that

they dealt with the night he was admitted into the organization.
Question. How was that ?

Ansu-er. .Just in the ordinary way ; he was called out from the house and compelled
to dance a while for their amusement, and then they Avhipi^ed him with hickories.

Question. Did he speak of any orders being given, or of any formalities observed ou
that occasion ?

Answer. I do not think he did.

Question. Did you preserve notes of his testimony ? <„

Answer, The testimony was all taken down iu writing by a clerk appointed for that

purpose.
Question. And became official ?

Answer. It was tiled in the office of the cii'cuit court clerk of Calhoun County.
Question. Yoii si)oke of a gentleman by the name of J. J. Jolly as serving a notice

Answer. Delivering a note from Governor Lindsay.
Question. Demanding of Governor Smith the office of governor ?

Anstver. That was my understanding; I did not see the note.

Question. That was after the injunction had been issued and served ?

Aiiswer. That is my recollection.

Question. Is that the same Mr. Jolly who resides at Eutaw ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. A leading lawyer there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

'Question.- A prominent democrat ?

Answer. He is said to be.

Question. Is there any other man of that name there ?

Answer. Not that I know of; I have no recollectiou of ever having seen this man,
ough I may have done so, nevertheless.

Question. There is no other man of that name at Eutaw ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. You spoke of the fact of violence in the counties of Gi'eene, Sumter, and
Marengo. Do you know what the effect of that violence was ou the vote of Greene
County ?

Answer. The riot and shooting occuiTed some short time before the election iu No-
vember, not many days. The election s\as on the 8th of November, I think ; and I

think the shooting occurred about the middle of October, as near as I can now recol-

lect. While I cannot say that men did not go to the polls and vote, or when they did

go and voted for the democratic ticket that they did not do it of their own accord, I

can say that this occurred there : there Avere some twenty-live hundred to three thou-

sand colored people there, and when I closed my frequently interrupted remarks to

them, I called upon them to hold up their hands and signify how many would attend

the ])olls and vote, not the republican ticket, but vote at the next election day;
there was a general response, so far as I could see ; every colored man in the crowd
raised his hand, and most of them ))ut up both hands.

Question. I see by the returns in 1869 that Greene County gave for Mr. H.ays for Con-
gress 2,7t25 votes, and for his opponent, Mr. Read, 275 votes. In 1870 Greene County
gave for Mr. Hays only 1,790 votes, while it gave ibr Mr. Hay.s's opponent 1,825 votes

making a change from one side to the other of about a thousand votes.
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Ansioer. If that was the voluntary action on their part, then why the necessity of

firing into that crowd of negroes and putting tliem througli such a course of discipline

as that shooting must have been ? If they were going to vote for the democratic
ticket anyhow, why should they be facilitated in that manner ? That is the ",vay the
thing presents itself to my mind.

Question. In other words, why should they shoot their friends ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. By the returns, Mr. Hays, in ISGO, in Sumter Connty, received 2,360 votes;

his opponent, Mr. Read, received 479 votes. In 1870, in Sumter County, Sir. Hays
seceivcd but 1,437 votes, while his ox)pouent received 2,055 votes, making a change
there of about 900 votes from one side to the other. Then, assuming that this change
was brought about by violence, those two counties alone would have been sufficient to

change the result in the State.

Answer. That, I think, is very clear; but there were also other parts of the State in

which there were changes.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You say you advocated the democratic ticket in 1868 ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. You are now a thorough republican, as I understand it ?

Answer. I act with the republican party for the reason stated : that I see no use lu
any further opposition to the reconstruction policy which the Government has
adopted.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You understand that the democratic party is opposing reconsti'uction?
Answer. Yes, sir; and especially oijposiug the education of the colored child, which,

in ray judgment, is the only way in which we can remedy the evils, or, in short, lit

any one for the exercise of political duties.

Washington, D. C, June 10, 1871.

LUTHER R. SMITH sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what portion of Alabama do you live ?

Answer. In Clioctaw County, in the southwestern portion of the State.

Question. How long have you resided there?
Answer. Since November, 1865; permanently since December, 1865.

Question. What official positions have you held from that time to the iireseut, and
what opiiortunities have you had of knowing the existing condition of things there as
affecting the execution of the law and the security of life and property in the jiart of
the State in which you live ?

Answer. 1 was appointed registrar of Choctaw and Washington Counties by Gen-
eral Pope in 1867 ; that was tlie lirst office I hekl there. After registering those two
counties I was elected judge of the circuit court for the seventh judicial circuit, com-
posed of Choctaw, Greene, Marengo, Sumter, and Pickens Counties, and entered upon
the duties of the office at the time the State government was formed under the recon-
struction act of 1868, and have been performing those duties since that time. If you
will designate what particular line of inquiry you wish ma to embrace in my testi-

mony, I will endeavor to do so. ^
Question. The duty imposed upon us by the legislation of Congress is to ascertain

the extent to which the laws are executed, and life, ];)erson, and iirojierty are secure in
the late insurrectionary States.

Answer. The manner in which the laws have been executed?
Question. Both have been and are being now executed.
Answer. I entered upon the duties of my office on the 13th of July, 1868, I think,

at the time the State government was organized there. No term of the court was
held that fall on account of the political excitement there, and in one county on ac-

count of my personal sickness, so that I was unable to attend. In the spring of 1869
the courts Avere held regularly without any obstacle or obstruction at all ; also in the
fall of 1869. In the spring of 1870, the first organized opposition to the law that mani-
fested itself was the taking from his room at tlu; hotel in Eutaw the solicitor of one of
the counties composing my circuit, by a band of sixty men, as was reported, and the
shootin* him in the hotel.

Question. In what county was that ?

Ansiver. In Greene County. I charged the grand jury especially in reference to that
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act. urging upon them the importance of investigating the matter and punishing the
parties, and stating to them that tliey owed it to the citizens of that county to do so.

I apjjoiuted from outside of the circuit an able lawyer, Mr. F. P. Snedicof, who was in

atteudauce upon the grand jury all the time. The grand jury was in session two
weeks, the time fixed by law. They reported that they were unable to find out any
parties connected with the murder, but from the evidence they had obtained they had
traced the band as coming from Pickens County, an adjoining county ; that they came
from and returned in the same direction.

Question. From your knowledge of the circumstances connected with that case, is it

your opinion that his murder was in any way connected with the discharge of his

official duties ?

Answer. It was; at least it was so reported. The reason why he was killed, as stated,

was this : There had been three negroes murdered some time before, and the solicitor

stated that he thought he was on the track of the murderers and intended to indict

them, if he had to keep the grand jury in session for six months. I think that was the
charge made against him.

Question. Proceed with what you were going to say in reference to Pickens County.
Answer. I went to the next county, aud during the term of the court a party of some

forty men, I think, in disguise, waited upon the solicitor there aud told him that they
understood he was anxious to see a party of these men, aud they came there for the
piirpose of showing themselves to him, and they advised him not to be too anxious
about seeing them. I charged the grand jury particularly in reference to this organ-
ization, and also called their attention to the report of the graiul jury of Greene County,
which traced the party to Pickens County. I urged upon them the importance of
iuA'estigating that matter, in order that they might clear the skirts of their county from
having anything to do with the matter, That grand jury, after a session of nearly two
weeks, reported that they were unable to find any trace of any ])arty of men from that

county—Pickens County. I did not hold the last court in Greene County, but exchanged
with another judge ; but, so far as I know, there has not been any investigation or any
iudietmeut against the murderers of that solicitor.

Question.—That solicitor was named Mr. Boydf •

Answer. Yes, sir. Several outrages were reported in Pickens County hymen in dis-

guise, such as whipping various parties, but from lack of testimony they were unable
to ever find out or to indict the parties connected with them. Tliat was in the spring
of 1SG9. There was no difficulty during the tail term of 18(59. Indeed, there never had
been any difficulty in the county in which I reside; everything had been very quiet.

I do not know that a felony had been committed there in the two years I iJresided in

the county until the fall before tlio last election there. Tlien there was an old man,
Nathaniel Edwards, a negro man, Avho was murdered by some men—I do not know how
many there were. The grand jury could not find and did not indict the murderers,

aitliongh tliey, the grand jury, were particularly charged with reference to that case.

Question. Was that nmrder committed by persons who were armed and disguised?

Answer. They were armed, but I could not find out, nor did the graud jury find out,

that they were <lisguised at all. In Sumter County, last fall, there were some reports

that it would be impossible for me to hold court there. Rejjorts of that character cayie

to me. I placed no r(>liance ui)ou them, bc^cause they could not be traced to any relia-

ble source. I went to Sumter County, and was told by one of the leading lawyers there

that he did not know whether the court could be held ; that there was great political

cxeitenieut there. Ibit I went on and held the court there without any particular dif-

ficulty, except certain manifestations of resistance to the orders of the court by certain

young men, and the frequent expression that theit; was no law there any way but the

law of nature.
Question. You speak of opposition to the orders of the court. In what manner was

that opposition manifested/
Answer. I saw several men the first day bringing into the court-room their pistols

Iniekled around them, audi could hear their pistols strike tht; l)enchesas they sat down.
I called the shi^rilf and told him that, while the court recognized the constitutional riglit

of every person to bear arms in self-defense, it did not recognize the necessity of any
man defending himself with arms before a court of justice. I told him that persons must
not bring their pistols into court; that he would so notify them ; that the court was
willing and thought it was able to protect every man who had l>usiu(ss before it; and
that ifT after he had notified the persons, they still attempted to bring their pistols into

court he would arrest them and bring them before the court. In the afternoon some par-

lies brought their pistols into court. I furthermore told the sheriff that I would hold

liim personally rcjsiionsible for the enforcement of the order. I received a note from one

of the lawyers stating that, if I would pass over that occurrence in the afternoon, they

vrould take measures to have the order carried out. There was considei'ablo excitement

manifested. Articles were published in the paper tliere intimating that it was a trick

of the court to bring about a confiict between the court and citizens there, and claim-

ing that the citizens had a constitutional right to bring iheir pistols into the court-
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lionso. Bnt the bar held a meeting, although I did not know it at the time, and used
their intlueuee to prevent it, and everything passed oil' quietly there.

Qnesiion. Was the order ot'the court obeyed after that ?

Answer. Yes, sir, except in one case; and then, as soon as the party was made ac-
quainted with the order he obeyed it. I forgot to state that in that county, in Sumter
County, in the spring a house had been attacked. An old man by the name of Cliot-

teau had been notified to leave. An Irishman was at his house giiarding it ; I do not
recollect the name of the Irishman. A party came there that night disguised, and
iired into his house; this man fired back at them and one of them was killed. At the
spring term of the court one or two parties, I do not now recollect which, but one party I

know was indicted for the crime of arson. I learned from the solicitor at the n<^xt term
of the court that every one of the witnesses except this man, Chotteau, Avho had left the
county, had been killed in the county within six months after the indictment was
found. The sheriff resigned just before the fail term of 1869, and there was no court
held there at that time. Under the law the court has no authority to a};>point a coro-
ner or a sheriff, the' appointing power resting with the governor. ' There vv'as no trou-
ble at any time in executing the laws there until the spring of 1871. Reports came to
my ears, about a week before holding court in my own county, that it would bo im-
possible for me to hold court there; that a body oi' armed men from Mississippi would
come there and break up the court ; that they did not intend that any one holding office

under the reconstruction acts should continue longer in oflice. I Vent to the court-
house alone; that is, on horseback, (I lived about 8 miles from the court-house,) and
opened court as usual. I had no difiticulty at all ; I charged the grand jury, and the court
passed off very quietly the first week, and business was disiWtched as satisfactorily as
ever. That was also the case on Monday of the second week. On Tuesday of the second
vreek there was some noise outside and some drunkenness. I directed the sheritf to send
the bailifl:'out and to put a stop to that noise or bring the parties into court. He went
out and quieted the disturbance. It being nearly four o'clock, the hour for adjourning, I
adjourned the court. I afterward heard several pistols fired; and there was a great deal
of drunkenness in town. Previous to this, that is, during the first week of the court, the
sheriff had informed me that he had information it would be impossible to hold court in
that county; that he'conld not maintain order, and could not carry out the orders of the
court, and therefore he would resign. The probate judge, Judge Hill, and myself urged
him not to resign, and told him ifhe resigned it would be impossible to get another sheriff"

appointed, and the court would have to give up that term. He concluded not to resign.
The probate judge of that county. Judge Hill, had previously received letters, which I-

have seen—I do not recollect their dates—purporting to have been written by the Ku-
Klux, (so signed,) ordering him to vacate his office, on the ground that he Avas a re-

publican. To those letters he iiaid no attention. He has a plantation some eight miles
from the county seat. One day as he was riding along, about 3 o'clock in the after-

imon, witiiin a quarter of a mile of Mount Sterling, a ilourishing little villages a man
lying in the corner of the fence, twenty-fiA'e yards away, I should think, fired at him
as he was going through a little piece of woods. The judge is a very large man, and
was holding the reins in one hand, and the ball passed through his arm. He was un-
armed, and did not stoj) at all, but drove on for about a quarter of a mile, to the house
of a physician, where he had his arm dressed. The xihysician said he had heard the
report of the gun or rifle, whichever it was. About a week after that, I should think
it "swis, he received still another notice, ordering him to vacate his oflice, stating that
he had been warned twice, that he had been fired at once, and the next time his life

would be taken. Pie did not resign then. The day the sheriff handed in his resigna-
tion, on the Wednesday morning of the second week, the people there held a meeting.
A part of them were in favor of calling ttpon all the otflcers—the rei)ublican or radical
officers—to resign. Another portion, whose counsels jirevailed, were in favor of jjost-

poning such a call until the whole county could be heard from. The next convention
was to meet on the first Saturday of JMay, I think, and the meeting adjourned until
that time. Before that time, however, the sheriff resigned, and stopped the court ; and
the probate judge resigned before the last meeting. This meeting came together and
reaffirmed some resolutions i^assed at a previous meeting, held in Sumter County, call-

ing on the circuit judge and all the i"adical officers of the county to resign.
Question. Were those meetings called as party meetings, or were they meetings of

citizens v/ithout respect to party ?

Ansiver. They purported to have been called by the people. Tlie democratic partj-

held a meeting the same day for the purpose of j)utting out nominations lor those
offices. The first meeting in Sumter County was called for the purpose of nominating
a county superintendent—a party meeting called by previous notice—the meeting that
passed the first resolutions in reference to the circuit judge. Those resolutions stated
the reasons why they called on the circuit judge to resign. The first resolution stated
that they were in faA'or of law and order and the enforcement of the laws, and pro-
tested against any violation of the same. The second resolution stated that they be-
lieved that the Hon. Luther K. Smith could not enforce the laws in that circuit, first,
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on accouut of liis general disquiilificatiou for the office; ami, secondly, on account of
his general unpopularity. The third resolution stated that it was necessary to have a
niau of Talent, firmness, and decision in the oftice, and therefore they respectfully re-

quested the circuit judge to resign. The meeting iu Choctaw reaffirmed those resolu-

tions, and, furthermore, stated that the indications at the recent election were that a
large majority of the voters in his circuit would not have been in favor of his being
circuit judge, and on that ground they asked him to resign. Tbc reasons stated for

asking the proljate judge to resign, in this last meeting, Avere that he was incompetent,
and that the peojile looked upon him as well as the circuit clerk with contempt ; and
on that account they asked them to resign. The probate judge resigned; indeed, all

the republican officers in that countj' have resigned. In Pickens County the proljate

judge and the circuit clerk last sunnner received notices ordering them to vacate their
offices. They immediately shut up their offices, but a meeting of some citizens was
called there, and they took ground on the side of the officers and told them to go ahead.
When I held the court iu Greene County last tall, there were troops sent there ; that
was after the affray known as the Eutaw riot. There v.'as no disturbance at all during
the holding of the court there. When I arrived in Pickens County, ITound the circuit

clerk in the barracks, or rather with the trooi^s. He had gone to the command for

safety.

By ilr. Van Tijump :

Question. Troops were stationed in Pickens County also ?

Answer. Yes, sir; during the election. I did not see the cleric before I held court;
and I inquired of the sheriif if tlio deputy clerk was there, and he said he was. I sent
for him and asked him if he was still deputy clerk, and he said he was. I said, " We
will open court." I then opened the court. The clerk afterwards came in. He told
mo that he had lieen afraid to stay iu his house ; that he had been warned that his life

would be taken if he did not give up the office ; and that he really thought of going
away with the troops who were about to remove. The troops moved away on the
third day of the first week of the session of the court. The court was iu session two
weeks. I y)ersuaded the clerk to remain and take charge of the duties of his office. I

said that I thought the sheriff would be able to protect him; that I thought there
would be no tiouble about it. The charge against him was that during the election
he had distributtid republican tickets, and thereby liad made himself obnoxious in that
county. There was another case iu that county which was brought to my atteutiou.
A man by the name of Latham, I think, a minister, was taken out and whipped.

By the Chairjlvx :

Question. Was he white or colored ?

AuHu-cr. He was a white num. He was taken out and wliij)ped, and his money taken
from him at the same time. Tlu; charge against him Avas, that in his locality the ne-
groes had received reiniblican tickets, and lie Avas suspected of having furnished them,
although he did not A^ote, and Avas iu Columbus at the time of the election. I do not
kuoAV that there is any other instance in that county that I can relate uoav.

Question. Does that end)race all the counties in your circuit ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I <lid not liold the court in Sumter County after the breaking up of
the court iu ChoctaAA' County, by ivason of the resignation of the sheriif. I callecl in

the juries and grand jury and told them that the sheriif having resigned, aud the*)urt
having no power to apjioint an executiA'C officer, it AA'Ould be impossible to coutiuue
the court longer ; that while their duties as jurors Avould cease, yet their duties as citi-

zens would not. 1 told them of the importance of obeying the laws, of tlu^ evil cftects

of anarchy, and then dismissed them. I then got on my horse and iunnediately rode
home to my plantation, about eight miles from Butler, the county seat of ChoctaAV.
As I Avas riding home, Avhen I Avas about a mile from Butler, I met eight negi'oes from
my place Avith their double-barreled guns (ui their shoulders. They Avere coming doAvn
Avith a man hy the name of Seymour, rthiuk, Avho had been beaten the day before at
Slount Sterling. I asked them Avhat they Avcro doing, aud they said they Avere going
to take him before the grand jury. I told them they AA^ere doing wrong ; that they
ought not to go along the public higlnvays Avith their guns in that Avay ; that the man,
if ho had been assaulted, could have gone before the grand jury aud nuide liis report

;

but that they were doing Avrong iu their excitement to act in tfiat Avay. I directed
them to go back home. One of the number, the leader, who Avas formerly the foreman
on the place, stated to me that they had no intention of going into town with their

guns, but as the man had been badly beaten the day before, they were coming doAvu
merely to i)rotect him until he conhl get near the town to go before the graud jury.

The day before, this boy, Avho was a Avitness iu a case, had taken some Avhislcy, I

learned. It Avas customary for me to send for my mail as he Avent to Mount Sterling.

While there a young man, a, Avhite man, Avho Avas somewhat intoxicated, beat him, aud,
as the boy stat(>d, said to him that he Avas anxious to find the man Avho had been car-

rying Judge Smith's mail. The boj' got aAvay from him, and going off a little distance
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used some profauc language against parties who lived in Mount Sterling. Upon that,
some young men, school-boys, I think, (there is a school there.) set upon him and beat
him very severely ; cut him badly. He came up to the plantation and reported to the
freedmen there that he had been beaten because he wanted to get my mail. That was
his story, and one reason that exasperated the freedmen somewhat. After the court I
was tmwell, threatened with pneumonia, and physically unable to go to Snmter county,
where the nest court was to bo held. And I was told by parties that I could not go
to Sumter County ; that if I attempted to go there I would be assassinated on the way.
Being sick I did not attemjit to go there.

Question. When was that?
AnsiLxr. That was this last spring. T left on a Wednesday, with my brother, for Mobile.

I have been engaged in planting there ever since 18G5; commencing" in 1866. I had built a
steam mill for the purjiose of grinding, and for ginning cotton, not only for the plantation,
but for the neighbors. On Thursday night after I left, a party of men came in there,
set fire to the mill, to the bridge, and to about two miles of fence iuclosing my crops.
That was while I was away. 1 went to Jilobile, to Montgomery, and to Talladega, and
then weut back to Mobile on Monday, where I learned what had taken place on my
jilantation. The court in Marengo County came on the next Monday. I met a man in <

Mobile named Creer, I think, an old citizen of Demopolis, who told nie that bethought
I ought not to go to Marengo County and hold court there ; that while there might not
be any disturbance by the people in Max'engo, he was satisfied that there would be a
band of men who would come in thereto break up the court; audit would refiect very
severely upon the people of Marengo County. I told him that under the law the only-

excuse I had for not holding court was the sickness of myself, or of my family, or the
existence of an epidemic; that nothing of that sort then existed; that I had ever
beeu treated kindly in Jlarengo County^ and considered the members of the bar there
my personal friends, and that I would not put them in the position of not being able
to have the civil courts held until I went there. He urged that if I did go, instead of
getting off at tlie nearest point, to go to Demopolis and ho would take his horse and
go v>'ith me to the county seat, Linden, some tweuty miles. I went to Demopolis, but
when I got there this man was sifk, and his son went down with me. I held the.court

;

had no difficulty at all; everything iiassed otf as pleasantly as ever, and there was
nothing to mar the pleasure of the court or to interrupt the dispatch of business.
After that I went to Clay County, exchanging with .Judge Pelham, of the ninth judi-
cial circuit, and he went to Greene County. I first weut to Eandolpli County ; the
Randolph court was only one week ; everything j)assed off pleasantly, and there was
no difficulty in enforcing the laws there. As I learned there, there had previously been
a raid, by what is known as the Ku-Klux organization, upon some negroes who had left

one part of the county and been employed in another portion known as Corn House
Creek, I think; that alter the raid met, a man by the name of La-wreuce, from another
county, who had heen brought up there, as they said, to regulate the labor—after
he had come there a baud of men had come iu and run ofi." a freedmau from a planta-
tion owned by a^ lady, I think ; I do not remember her name. Soon after that this Inaa
Lawrence was sitting in the house of a minister by the name of Toles, and ho was shot
at, the load passing- just over his forehead. There had not, at that time, beeu any fur-
ther demonstr.atious in that county. I charged the grand jury in reference to those
matters, and said to them especially, that if they knew of any violations of the law
aud failed to discharge their duty, if the evidence was sufficient to satisfy them Avho
were the pensons who had perpetrated the offeuse, then they themselves would bo lia-

ble, iu the opinion of tl:o court, to indictment under the entbrceuieut bill of Cousxress.
The grand jury worked faithfully, and, I thiuk, they found iudictments against cer-
tain oftenders iu that county. I was told by prominent citizens there that so far as
these outrages were coucerned the people did not need anj' protection, either from the
State or from the United States.

Question. That was iu Randolph County?
Auswer. Yes, sir. They said they had told these parties that if they commenced their

work agaiu they would consider it an act of war; that they would take measures, and
they did take measures, to form companies of the best citizens there to defend them-
selves. That is in the county which furnished the most soldiers for the First Alabama
Regiment, I thiiik, iu the Federal service. In Clay County, which v,-as the next county,
there was no ditiiiculty iu holding the court. I was told that there had beeu, and I
think the records so show, some eight murders in that county, of white men, Avithin
the last twelve or fourteen months. Some of the parties charged with the ofteuscs
were under indictment, and some had escaped. I know of no difficulty in enforcing
the laws in that county. The paper published iu my county, iu speaking of the burn-
ing of my mill, .said that from the best infonuation they had it was insured for double
the amomit of its value. The fact is, that it was not insured for a dollar. .Statements
were made iu that paper, in one issue that I saw, that republicans, that radicals could
not hold office there; that the people would not tolerate them. Wheu I was appointed
registrar of my county, and chairman of the board of registration, before I took the
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position of circuit judge, I went to one of my neiglibors, Avho had been a, member of

the secession convention, and who was a ^ihysiciauand a very talented man, and stated
to him that I did not want to take the position of registrar ; that I came there to raise
cotton, and not to take any ofScial position. He told me that he thought I had better
take it ; that I had been there planting and knew the negro better than strangers
would know liim, and that if I did not take it some stranger would come in and take
it. I did so, and then it was necessary to apT)oint some colored man on the board

;

that v/as the lav\", or rather the order of General Pope. I went to the probate judge
of the county, Judge Bailey, told him what the order was, and asked him to recoin-
uiend some good colored man to me. He recommended Daniel Wilson, whQ, he said,

was as good a negro as there Avas in the county. He stated further, as a recommenda-
tion of the negro, that he had for some twenty j-ears been a member of the same
church Avith him. In going over the county and registering, I always told the people
the object of the registration, and I always urged upon the fieedmeu to become good
citizens, and to be faithful t6 their contracts. 1 also told tliem, both in public and in
private, that they could ncA'er expect to get homes for themselves iintil they had
worked and earned money to pay for them. We had no difficulty in registering the
counties, going over both counties'. After the registration I sent this man Wilson, under
orders from the superintendent, with the notice for the election. He went up to a little

town called Pelham, about nine miles fi'om Aviiere I live. There Avere some parties
there, white men, who persuaded him to drink Avith them, as he afterwards said ; I
knov,' not the truth of it. He thinks they drugged the liquor, for when he had got
about a mile from there two men accosted him, a Avliite man and a colored man, and
one of them tired iit liim and wounded hiui, the bullet just passing through hia coat.
He fell and tlieu they attempted to cut his throat, and he Avas saved only by a very
heavy beard that he had. I sent for him and took him on my place. I kept him there
at Avork. There Avas intense bitterness of feeling against the constitution in the elec-

tion for the adoption or rejection of the constitution. I held the election in Choctaw
County. There was a sergeant with seven soldiers there. I then thought, and I still

think, that there would haA'e been an attempt to break up the election there if there
had not been an arrival of a reiinforcement of United States troops, consisting of a
lieutenant and some seventeen men. There Avas some drunkenness there, although ib

Avas contrary to orders, and one old man attempted to go into the office Avith liis knife
drawn, stating that if there Avas to be a difficulty he Avanted to ha\'e a fair light.

That bitterness, however, Avoro away very much. Diiring the first two j'ears I held
court there, there Avas no bitterness mauifested there, none at all so far as I Avas per-
sonally concerned.

QuciHon. In j'our judgment and belief, out of what has grown this bitterness and op-
jjosition to the exorcise of the official duties of the persons in those counties ? What
is your belief on that subject f

Jnawer. I think the bitterness has grown out of the fact that wo were republicans,
and in favor of the reconstruction acts of Congress.

Question. Upon what do you base that belief

'

Answer. I l)ase it upon the fact that in couA'ersaiion with those men, prominent men
of my own county, in speaking of those reconstruction acts—when the constitution
was formed there was an oath in which it Avas required that every man shcjuld sw(tar

that he would accept the ])olitical and civil equality of all men ; and that he Avould
not injnre or attempt to injure any person in his affiiation Avith any political party

—

one man, whom I now haA'e in my mind particularly, asked me if 1 thought any Avhito

man could take such an oath / I remarked to him that I m)t only tlionglit so, but be-
lieved that in less than one year they would do .so; and in less than one year every one
did take that oath. I had heard men, Avheu speaking of certain persons against AA'hom
there Avas great bitterness mauifested, say that they had no objection to them except
on account of their political principles. And I have noticed furthermore that this hos-
tility has not been confined to men of bad charactt;r ; but it has b(;eu against men no
matter what their character—generally the better the character the more bitter tho
hostility.

Question. You have spoken of some resolutions passed in Choctaw County requesting
yon to resign, and giving the reasons for that request.

Answer. First in Sumter County.
Question. Will you st^ite Avhether tlie democratic members of the bar there liad giA-en

you any private expression of their belief in your qualifications for the discharge of
your duties.

Answer. A former judge of tho court. Judge Cobbs, Avho Avas appointed by Go\'er?ior

Parsons under the provisional government, and afterwards elected, in tho fall of 18(38,

after I had qnalifieil, iiublishcd, in theEutaw Whig, a notice, which I have iu this city,

stating that he no longer considered the order. No. lUO, (I think that Avas the order,)

binding upon him, and that he .shouUl go on to hold court there as usual.
Question. What was the order yon refer to ?

Answer. An order installing officers.
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By Mr. V.VN Trump :

Question. A military order ?

Answe?: Yes. sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Issued by the military comiuaiider, after the adoption of the constitutiou ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; it was tiuder that order the State government Avent into operation.
The election occurred in March, and it was not until Jidy that the State government
Avent into o])eration. When I held the court there iu the sjiriug I had a conversation
"with the judge ; he was very iriendly with me ; indeed every meniher of tlu>. bar was.
I stated to the judge, jocularly, that the reason why I did not hold the courts the fall

before was, that I saw the notice in the papers that he was going to hold them, and I

did not think it necessary to have tv>-o judges to hold the same court. He then re-

marked that in case the democratic ticket had been elected he proposed to try the cou-
stitutionality of those acts, and it was with that view ho had given notice that he
would hold the courts. 1 ought to state that last fall, when I went to Greene County,
I had a note handed me, signed by three mendjers of the bar, ClianccUor Clark, Mr.
Morgan, I think, and Mr. Coleman, stating that they wished to meet mo in Chancellor
Clark's office. I went there immediately and met them. They said they had had a
meetiug before, in the morning, and had come to the conclusion that it was not best
to have the court held that fall. I asked them why, and they said that a white man's
house, Flem. Cross, I think the name was, had recently been fired into, and there was
great excitement. One gentleman stated that he doubted whether parties and wit-
nesses Avould leave their homes. I stated to them fraukly tliat the law gave me only
three excuses for not holding court : one was, sickness of myself; another, the sickness
of my family, and the third, an epidemic, and that neither of those causes existed. I

furthermore stated to them that I would hold the court from 10 o'clock in the morn-
ing till 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; and that then if i)artics would go home and stay
tiicre I tliought there would be no disturbance ; that if there was violence and crime
in the couutj^, that was only an additional reason why the court should be held, and
grand juries should be organized'; but tiiat if they, representing the members of the
bar, would put their names to a paper stating that tlie condition of Greene County
was such that the court could not be held there, so that I could forward it to the gov-
ernor of the State, or to the President of the United States, I would then act upon it.

The chancellor said, "We will do no such thing." He then agreed with me that tho
court had better be held. We went on and held the court, and there Avas no difficulty

at all, and no manifestation of an oiUbreak.
Question. Was there anything in the character of the cases to be tried at the ap-

proaching term of that court calculated to give rise to any such feeling iu the commu-
nity ?

Answer. There was only this occurrence that had happened before, in reference to the
speakiug at a iiolitical meeting at Eutaw ; that had occurred before the court.

Question. That had happened before this interview you are now siieaking of with
Chancellor Clark and others ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I am speaking generally of your district. Was there anything in the cases

that were expected to be tried, or that were tried in your courts, calculated to call forth

such frelings ?

Ansicer. 1 do not think there was ; I do not know that there was.
Question. Have you known of instances in your district in which there have been

convictions of persons charged with the offense of whipping or shooting i^ersons, when
they were disguised ?

Answer. No convictions that I know of; I do not know of a single case.

Question. Have there been any trials?

Answer. No trials, and I think no indictments in my courts. This indictment, to

which I have already referred, in the case of arson in Sumter County ; there has been
no trial in that case yet in that county.

Question. Were there any trials in either Clay or Kandolph County when you were
holding court there as the judge of that circuit ?

Answer. There was one trial there, where two parties pleaded guilty ; but in that

case it appeared that they were not disguised. It was a case of lynching, where one
man persuaded four other young men to go with him and whip a negro woman, for the
purpose of driving her out of the county. It was stated that she had had a white child,

and had stated that the uncle of this young man was tho father of the child. That
appeared in the testimony. The young man who plead guilty stated that after he was
made nearly drunk this youug man told him ho would give him .^5 if he would whip
that negro woman, and he ditl so.

Question. In either of your circuits were there jury trials for crimes ordinarily occur-
ing in a community '.

Anrxer. There were.
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Question. Was there any difiiculty in administering justice in those cases ?

Answer. No difficulty at all.

Question. Was there any difficulty in identifying, apprehending, and bringing to jus-

tice in your district persons charged Vvith such otfenses ?

Ansiver. I do not think there was where there was no political bearing.
Question. So far as yon have been informed, what number of oifenses have occurred

throughout your circuit, of the character to which I have referred; offenses committed
by mem armed and in disguise, who rode at night ? Have you had occasion to look into
that matter ?

Ansiccr. I have nob had occasion to do so; I could not state from my personal knowl-
edge.

By Mr. V.vx TitmiP :

Question. Do you mean that no crime committed in that region, growing out of polit-

ical matters, committed by bands of men, has been x^rosecuted and punished ?

Ansicer. I do not mean that.

Question. Well, committed by men in disguise ?

Ansiver. I do not mean that.

By the Chairinian :

Question. In the administration of justice, then, is there practically any obstacle in

any cases other than those of olieuses committed by armed bands of disguised men f

Ansu-er. I think not.

Question. Have they been, or can they be, brought to justice ?

Ansu-er. They have not been ; I doubt very much whether they can be now. Although
I can say tluit in the county of Pickens, when I last held court, there had been a very
marked improvement in the sentiment of the community in reference to the enforce-

ment of law and order.

Question. To what do yon attribute that improvement ?

Answer. To the fact that men in disguise have gone outside of the political scope of
offenses, have gone to parties who had affiliated with themselves in politics, and have
endeavoi'ed, for mercenary motives, to drive them out of the country. One case that I

have in my mind particularly is that of a man by the name of Moore, in Pickens
County, lie had advanced money largely, and t.aken mortgages; he received a no-

tice ordering him to leave the county within five days ; he consulted a lawyer, and
published a card stating that he would not leave, and that they could find him. He
told me himself that for some time after that lie had twelve men with shot-guns
guarding him. Another case that occurred in Marengo County was the case of a man
from Ohio, who was engaged in teaching a school upon a plantation owned by a prom-
inent citizen there—i\Ir. Glover. Mr. Glover was opposed to the republican party, and
always had been ; he was one of the trustees of the county, and had hired this man to

teach there, and had -him to assist him in keeping his books. Not long since a party
of ten men came and took iiim out, stripped him, beat liim, and ordered him to leave.

Jlr. Glover published a card in the paper denoTincing the thing, and told the young
man to stay with lum, and he would protect him.

Question. Ihii^ the legishition of Congress in reference to this class of offenses had any
effect on public sentiment, or public action in reference to them?

Answer. I think it has had a very favorable effect. In conversation with certain

gentlemen in the different counties they have stated to me that while There was a
great deal of clamor against it outside, yet really very large numbers of people were
in fiivor of it, for the reason that if the State government could not reach such char-

acters, then they Avanted the United States Government to do it. In i-egard to this

convention, I omitted to state

By Mr. Y.vx Tru:^!' :

Question. Which convention ?

Answer. The convention in Sumter County, which passed some resolutions to Avliich

the chairman referred a few minutes since. Those resolutions were s])rnng n]>on tin)

meeting without any ])revious notice. One of the meuibers of the convcntioi) pub-
lished a note stating that the meeting was not called for that purjiose, and that ho was
opposed to it. At the time I went, to Jlobile a rumor was started that I hid resigned

and had gone to Washington ; a former judge immediately had a petition signed for

his appointment, imd sent it to three of the most prominent men in liis own c(mnty,

cue of whom, Judge Reavis, had been formerly judge of the court, and is the author

of a digest; those men refused to sign it; and there were members of the bar, in the

other counties, who stated that no amount of jjartisau feeling would permit them, or

wonld force them, to consent to the change.

By the Chairman :

Question. Do you believe that, upon the whole, there is an improvement in the ttis-
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position of the people to submit to tlic law,ljotli State and national, and to assist iu its

proper aduiiaistration ?

Anuwcr. I think there is.

Qncslion. You think there is a better state of feeling now than there was some months
ago ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Do you mean in all the counties?
Answer. In the counties in which I have been.

By the Chairman :

Question. In the counties of your circuit ?

Ansu-er. In the coujities of my circuit. I cannot speak particularly of Greene County,
for I have not been there lately. In my county there are divisions amoug the parties

who have beeu using these illegal means of getting officers out of office, whicli tend to

disconcert them. For instance, at this meeting in which they resolved that all the

republican officers should resign, oue of their number got up a petition to obtain the

appointment of probate judge. There were several other candidates, and they were
incensed because he did not submit his claims to the convention; and today they
j)ropose to have a convention to pass resolutions that ho shall resign. On the day the

court adjourned for the reason that the sheriff resigned, it was stated in Choctaw
county that if the radical officers did not resign by the first day of May they would be
murdered.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. Last May?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is that improvement iu public sentiment to which you have referred sucli

that a man may now express and advocate his political sentiments through that dis-

trict without incurring personal danger f

Answer. I do not think he can do it now.
Question. Do you mean by that that no man of either party can do so?
Answer. No ; 1 do not mean that no man of either party can do so. I mean that a

rei)ublican cannot do it with safety at the present time.

Question. I am speaking of the present time.

Answer. And yet I would not say that a majority of the peox^lo would be iu favor of

any of those violent measures. I do not think they are.

Question. Do thcj^ assist in rexiressing them, either by the force of their influence, or

in compelling legal measures against them?
Answer. They have not taken any active part thus far, except in the oue county I

have mentioned. I only judge of the effect of their influence by the results, basing my
inference upon the supposition that the grand juries reflect the public sentiment.

Question. Does this condition of political feeling to which you have referred inter-

fere with the civil rights of parties in the administration of justice, for instance, in

cases arising xipon contracts, or where there is a contested title to land, or anything of

that sort ?

Answer. I do not think it does.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Suppose a colored man is a party in such a case ?

Ansiver. I think that would make a difference.

By the Chairman :

Question. What Avould be the difference ?

Anstver. The difference would bo in favor of the white man. The same degree of

evidence would not secure a verdict for a colored man that would for a white man
;

nor would it take the same amount to convict a colored man that it would to convict

a white man.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you mean the same degree of white testimony or of colored testimony ?

Answer. White testimony.

By the Ciiairm.vn :

Question. Has there been, or is there now, any attempt at violence to interfere with
the due administration of justice in cases other than those to which you have referred,

requiring the officers themselves to resign f

Answer. I do not think there is.
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Question. Has there been anything done bearing upon iudivitlual cases to prevent the
trial of particuhir cases ?

Jnsircr. There "was one case in Pickens County, where a man came to have a con-

tested judgment set aside -which had been rendered at tlie last term of the court for

his failing- to be there. He stated that the reason he liad not been there was because
an armed band of disguised men came to him and told Mm that if he came there his

life would be in danger.
Question. Was that because of anything connected with the case, or from its rela-

tion to other events ?

Jiifiircr. I tliiuk it was from something connected with the case.

Question. Hov/ far in your residence from the tovrn of Meridian, in Mississippi ?

Answer. About thirty-eight miles.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Yon said there was something connected Avith the case to which you have
just referred which affected the presence of the party. \\Tiat was it ?

Answer. I think this party was a defendant in the case. A man had been prosecutor

and had secured an indictment against that party and another. From the statement
made to me at the last court, I judged this party did not want that defendant to come
there ; and I judged so also, not only from his own testimony, but from the fact that

the prosecutor v.as not there himself, and the case was dismissed as to this party, and the
prosecutor was taxed witih the costs. I do not know that in that case there was any
political significance, of my own knowledge.

By the Chairman :

Question. Recurring now to the question I put to you, as to the distance you live

from the town of Meridian : have any of the i)arties who took part in the proceedings

there, from your county, or from any of the counties in your district, been identified

as persons who went over into Mississippi and participated in the riot at Meridian 1

Answer. I do not know that any parties in my county have been identified, nor do I

know, of my own knowledge, that any liave been identified from any of the other

counties in my circuit.

Question. Did a man by the name of Eenfro take x^'ii"t in any of the jiroceediugs

there I

Anstver. I was approached by this man, Renfro, dnring the last fall term of the court

in Suu)ter County. I was ai)proached by him and another party. I learned before I

went then; that I would be approached by somel)ody, I did not know the name then,

and required to make an explanation of certain statements that had been made to me.
The previous summer tihe circuit clerk had been forced to resign in that county; at

least he .sent me his letter of resigfnation, in which he stated that it was necessary for

him to resign in order to save his life. His name was Price. I was a delegate to the

State convention. When I went there I had a conversation Avith Colonel Herndon

;

I do not recollect the particulars of the conversation, but it was in reference to the re-

publican meeting held in Livingston and the manner in which it had been pre-

vented. He made a statement that some person had placed a iiistol at Bob Reed's

breast—Reed was a j)rominent negro and connected with the couveutiou—and had
driven him out of 'the town.

Que.stion. I only wished to get at the fact whether this man Renfro had taken part in

any of the violent proceedings at Meridian.
Answer. I have been inlbrmed that ho was connected with the proceedings at Merid-

ian ; but I do not know that.

Question. What is his first n.ime ?

Answer. 1 cannot tell ; I might remember it if it was suggested to me, but I cannot

call it to mind now.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In order to get at a correct and full statement of the condition of affairs in

these different portions of the South, w^hat, in your opinion, would be the best means,
both as regards the getting of information and the cheapest mode of doing it—to go
down to those places, or to sit here, as a committee, and examine witnesses summoned
fi'om the South '?

Answer. So far as the expense is concerned, I do not know that I could answer.
Question. Well, so far as getting at the truth is concerned ?

Ansiver. 1 1 liink you would be quite as likely to get at the truth to have tho witnesses

come here ; I judge so from tho fact that in certain localities Avitnesses who kno>v
Avonlil be afraid to testify.

Question. Why would they bo more afraid to testify there than here?
Answer. 1 do not know, unless because the danger there would be more inuncdiare.

I know that in tho investigations there there were witnesses who had previously made
certain statements, and when they came before the grand juries they did not make the
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SJJTie stiitoinents ; and they afterward stated that the reason vras that they were afraid

to do so. I do not knov.^, though, that that wouhl be the case now.
Question. Yon think, then, the only dift'ercnce would bo that whatever danger there

might bo v.'oukl bo more immediate there. If the fact was known to the witnesses
that whatever testimony they gave here would bo published, would it make any dif-

ference ?

Antfwer. I think at that tiu^e it would; if the testimony was to be published imme-
diately, i)erhai5s it would not make much difference.

Washington, D. C, June 12, 1871.

LEWIS E. PARSONS recalled and examined.

By the CnAiRMAX

:

Question. Judge Luther R. Smith, in his testimony, made the statement that some
public meetings held in his district had .adopted resolutions requesting him to resign,

giving as one of the reasons for malcing that request that he was incompetent. Will
you state whether you are acquainted with Judge Smith, and with the reputation he
bears in the profession and in the community where he resides ?

Answer. I never saw Judge Smith on the bench until our courts just passed ; he held
a court iu Clay County, in our State. That is a county in which I practice regularly.
I saw him during the entire week, and had an opportunity to observe closely his bear-
ing as a judge, and the manner in which he transacted the business of the court ; and
I had a pretty fair opportunity, from the character of the cases before him, to judge
something of his knowledge as a lawyer and as a judge, and I state, with no small de-
gree of confidence, that he is a very able man as a judge, and, I think, impressed every
one at the bar with that fact, and Avithhis impartiality and xiroiuptness in his decisions,

as well as with his general accuracy. Of course, the counsel that loses takes exceptions,
hut the general sentiment was that he was a fiiir and impartial judge, as well as an
able one.

Question. Do you know what his reputation is in the profession in the district where
he resides?

Ansicer. I do not know personally, because I do not practice in that part of the
State, but I have heard it said that it was very good. I have seen the proceedings of
public meetings requesting him to resign, because of his incompetency and general
unpopularity.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you know whether Judge Smith, while on the bench, has mingled pretty
largely in the political affairs of the State there ?

Answer. Not of my personal knowledge. I understood, in fact I heard him admit,
that he presided as chairman of the State republican convention, at Selma, in 1870.

'Question. While he was on the bench?
Ansicer. While he held the office of circuit judge.

Washington, D. C, June 13, 1871.

Eev, A. S. LAKIN sworn and examined.

By the Chairjian :

Question. In what part of Alabama do you reside, and how long have vou resided

there ?

Answer. I reside in Huntsville, in the northern part of Alabama ; I have resided

there five years and about eight months.
Question. What is your profession ?

Ansicer. I am a minister of the gospel.

Question. Of what denomination '?

Answer. Of the Methodist Episcopal church.
Question. Will you now proceed to give us j^our knowledge and observation of the

organization and operations of what is known as the Ku-Klux Klan in Alabama during
your residence there ? Give us as succinct a statement as you can of such occurrences
as have fallen under your own observation.

Ansicer. In the fall of 18G7 I was appointed to the Montgomeiy district.

Question. As a preacher or as presiding elder '?

Ansivcr. As i)residing elder. We were then a missionary conference ; but our reports
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were obstructed, our drafts were al>.stracted, and onr preaeliers Avere iu suffering cir-

cumstances. I was ordered by Bishop Clark to go out on a roving commission, with
the names and amounts due each presiding elder and each preacher in each of the
presiding elder districts. The drafts were forwarded to me and I cashed them, and, iir

luy saddle, I traveled sis hundred and fifty miles, through the mountains and valleys,
permeating almost every portion of Northern Alabama. In my travels I put up with
some of the leading men of the State, and learned from them this fact : that they never
would submit ; that they never would yield ; they had lost their propeify, theii- repu-
tation ; and, last and worst of all their sufferings, their slaves were made their equals,
or were likely to be, and perhaps their superiors, to rnlc over them. In extended con-
versations with them I inquired how we would help ourselves. They said there was
an organization already very extensive, and that would spread over the Southern
States, that would rid them of this terrible calamity. I stated that wo would be
arrested and jmnished ; that the Government would visit ni«m us probablj' heavier
.judgments than any we had experienced. They said they could rule that and control
it. I asked how, and they replied, " Why, suppose a man drops out here'"—meaning
that they would kill him—" while that is being investigated, another will drop out
here and there and jonder, until the cases are so frequent and numerous that Ave will
overwhelm the courts, and nothing can withstand the omnipotence of pojiular senti-
ment and public oxiinioii." I gathered these facts from various sources ; they seemed
to be patent. On my arrival at Huntsville, after this long and tedious tour, I learned
of the organization of the Ku-Klux Klan. It answered precisely the description, and
seemed to answer precisely the design expressed by these leading men. In the autumn
or in the summer of the year 1868 I was elected president of the State University.
Early in the month of September myself and Dr. N. B. Cloud, State superintendent of
public instruction iu Alabama, went to Tuscaloosa to take charge of the State Uni-
versity, which had been in a condition of controversy and very much disconcerted.
On the following day I saw notices—Ku-Klux notices, several of them—warning cer-
tain men living in the town to leave the country. As we passed along the streets wo
heaid unearthly sounds.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. In the day-ti:ne '?

Jiiswer. Yes, sir; iu the day-time; men screaming, and groaning, and grunting, evi-
dently intended as llings and insults to the doctor and myself. Professor Wymau, the
acting president, refused to surrender llie keysof the university. Everything indicated
to me that it was not safe to remain in the town. I ordered my horse and drove rapidlj
eight miles toward Huntsville, and reached my quarters after night, the same place
where I had stoi)ped three nights before. My horse was placed in a new jiosition and
my luiggy moved out of sight. While seated on the veranda, about 9 o'clock, I heard
the footsteiis of numerous horses ; my host said to me " Sit still ;" and they swept past,
probably twenty-live horsemen, the men disguised, and a rope around the neck of one
of the horses.

By the Chairman :

QiteslioH. Did Ihc men carry arms?
Answer. Yes, sir; they seemed to have pistols belted around them. In the morning

the gentleman directed me by a by-road around this point of danger ; they supposed I
would stop at a 2>ublic house fofh- miles further on.

By Mr. Van Tia'MP

:

Qucfttion. Who do you mean by " they ?" You say " they supposed " you would stop
at a public house.

Aiiiiivtr. The band that was pursuing, and I was sent around. In the morning this
gentleman and another man told me tliat they saw and heard enough in the town to
know that I was to be Ku-Kluxed that night, to be hung. And iu the morning there
wei'e three colored men iu the back veranda, with pistols and gitns, for my protection.
A day or two after there was an issue of the Tuscaloosa Monitor that will illustrate the
facts to which I icier. I hold in my hand a copy of the Cincinnati Commercial, of Sep-
tember ID, Ibli::^, ill which is copied the article from the Tuscaloosa Monitor, which I
sent to them. It contains a fac simile of the cut, which was xmblished broadcast with
the reading matter of the issue.

By the Chairman:
Question. You say that cut and that article appeared iu the Tuscaloosa paper ?

AunH-cr. Yes. sir; two days after I left that city.

Qucxtion. Do you desire to have that incorporat6<l into your testimony ?

Answer Yes, sir; I do. Tlie person reiMesented in the cut, hanging fiom the limb of
a tree, with a car[)et-bag in his hand, on which is the word '• Ohio," is intended to rep-
resent myself. A mule, with the letters " K. K. K." on its side, is walking away from
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under me. The tall man represented as hanging there with me is intended for Dr.
Cloud. And there is space on the limb for all Ohioans after the 4th of March.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How do you know that is intended for you ?
Avsiocr. The reading so represents.

[The following are the extracts referred to by the witness

:

[From the Independent Monitor, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, September 1, 1868.]

A PROSPECTIVE SCENE IN THE CITY OF OAKS, 4TH OF MARCH, 1869.

"Hang, curs, bang!
fate, to their hanging

!

Their complexion is perfect gallows. Stand fast, good
If they be not born to be hanged, our case is miserable."

The above cut represents the fate in store for those great pests of Southern society—
the carpet-bagger and scalawag—if found in Dixie's land after the break of day on the
4th of March next.
The genus carpet-bagger is a man with a lank head of dry hair, a lank stomach, and

long legs, club knees, and splay feet, dried legs, and lank jaws, with eyes like a fish and
mouth like a shark. Add to this a habit of sneaking and dodging about in unknown
ploces,habiting with negroes in dark dens and back streets, a look like a hound, and the
smell of a polecat.
Words are wanting to do full justice to the genus scalawag. He is a cur with a con-

tracted head, downward look, slinking and uneasy gait; sleeps in the woods, like old.
Crossland, at the bare idea of a Ku-Klux raid.
Our scalawag is the local h'per of the community. Unlike the carpet-bagger, he is

native, which is so much the worse. Once he was'respected in his circle, his'head was-
level, and he would look his neighbor in the face. Now, possessed of the itch of office
and the salt rheum of radicalism, he is a mangy dog, slinking through the alleys, hunt-
ing the governor's office, defiling with tobacco juice the steps of the ca pi tol,stretchi no-
bis lazy carcass in the sun on the square or the benches of the mayor's court.

*'

He waiteth for the troubling of the yiolitical waters, to the end that he may step in
and be healed of the itch by the ointment of office. For office he " bums," as a toper
' bums " for the satisfying dram. For office, yet in prospective, he hath bartered respect-
ability; hath abandoned business and ceased to labor with his hands, but employs hia
feet kicking out boot-heels against lamp-post and corner-curb while discussing the
question of office.

It requires no seer to foretell the inevitable events that are to result from the comino-
fall election throughout the Southern States.

*'

The unprecedented reaction is moving onward with the swiftness of a velocipede
with the violeucf! of a tornado, and with the crash of an avalanche, sweiuiuffneeroism
from the fiice of the earth.

i fe s

Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of Alabama who have recently become squatter-

8
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sovereigns, carpet-bags in hand, and tliey filled with dirty electioneering documents!
And twenty times woe to those so-called southrons who have turned their nan-ow
heads, infinitessimal hearts, and filthy hands against the laud of their nativity!

Hereafter, when future generations shall contemplate the fate that these white-
skinned wretches had in store for us they will wonder at the extraordinary degree of
forbearance manifested by us of the present dark day. „

But the happy day of reckoning with these white-cuticle scoundrels approacheth
rapidly. Each and every one who has so unblushingly essayed to lower the Caucasiau
to a degree even beneath the African race will be regarded as hosiis sni qeneris, and be
dealt with accordingly if found hereabout when the time is ripe for action.

The carpet-bagger already begins to snuff the coming ill-wind, and is sneaking out of
the country, a la Harrington, of Mobile. But we hope some boreal stragglers may be
left far from their " hums," to swing alongside of their meridional coadjutors in infamy.
We candidly believe that the picture, given to our readers wi supra, correctly repre-

sents the attitude and altitude of all foreign and domestic foes of our laud who shall

have the folly to remain " down South " after the ides of March. The contract for hang-
ing will be given to the negro, who, having mounted the carpet-bagger and scalawag
on the mule that he didnH draw at the elections, will tie them to a limb, and, leading
the said mule from under them, over the forty acres of {/round that he also didn't get,
will leave the vagabonds high in mid-air, a feast for anthropophagous vermin.

P. S.—It will be seeu that there is room left on tlie limb for the susjiensiou of any
bad Grant negro who may be found at the propitious moment.

[From tho ludependent Monitor, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, September 1, 1868.]

Scalawag Cloud, of Montgomery, and Carpet-bagger Lakiu, of Nowhere, arrived here
Thursday. Cloud, the radical jocky, comes as trainer of Lakin, the negro-loving jack-
ass. The one is a long, .slim creature of the natrix kind ; the other is a stout, pursy
reptile of the genus batrachia. Both would make first-rate hemp-stretchers. For fur-

ther information, they may regard the wood-cut elsewhere. Next week we will give a
more elaborate description of the varmints. We would not take a good deal for this
fresh game.
Later.—On Friday afternoon Lakin iticontinently departed, by way of the Hunts-

ville road. On Saturday morning Cloud also "made tracks," iu direction of Mont-
gomery. It seems that these fellows had come heri; to take formal possession of the
university premises. Professor Wyman, however, who is the real president of the insti-

tution, so far objected to their proposed impudent procedure as to positively refuse to

give up the keys. The two pretenders then opened their peepers as big as saucers, in

Avouder, and were sorely perplexed. We think Professor'Wyman did exactly right in

pursuing this bold course ; for he has thus saved the university from tlie everlasting
stigma of having once been polluted by the obnoxious presence of a nigger-worshiping
faculty, and of black and white spotted alumni.]

By the Chairman :

Question. What was the ground for refusing to surrender the university to you ?

Ansirer. Professor Wyman was elected by the board of regents president of the uni-

versity : he refused to accept the position on the ground that it was a radical, negro-
loving concern, and he would have nothing to do with it. I was elected to take charge
of the university and put it upon its feet again, and upon that Professor Wyman re-

fused to give up the keys.
Question. How was he in possession ? By virtue of that previous election ?

Ansirer. No, sir ; by virtue of the former faculty. The president had left, and he
came into possession nominally, and then usurped the keys, and held on to the prop-
erty and rel'nsed to surrender it.

Question. AVas this university a State institution, under control of State regents?
Answer. A State institution exclusively, and under the auspices of regents elected by

the State.

Question. Had ho beeu a professor previous to his election to the presidency by the
board of State regents ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sii", and acting president. They elected him president, and he peremp-
torily refused to accept, and then he refused to surrender the keys.

Question. Go on now with your narration of facts after you left the house at which
you stopped that night.

Answer. About two weeks before the presidential election a band of Kn-Klux, nine-

ty-five in number, passed my house, blowing their whistles ; they made no hostile

demonstration.
Question. Was that in Huntsville ?

Answer. That was in Huntsville; I had reached homo then. On the Saturday night
preceding lin' ijresideutial election there was a republican mass meeting in the court-

house at Huntsville; distinguished speakers, our Senator and Congressman, were
present.
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By Mr. V.vn Trump :

Question. What Senator ?

Answer. Senator Spencer. At about 10 o'clock about one liundred and lifty disguised

men rode into the public square, from the southeast corner, and made a circle around
the square. They were followed by numerous persons on foot, undisguised. The
disguised men had each a double-barreled gun or a carbine, lashed to his saddle,

and each had two navy revolvers, carrying one in the right hand, as they passed
around the square. The four gates were picketed by very strong forces of undisguigcd
men. There is a tall iron fence there, with sharp pickets on the top. As the column
passed around to the point of entrance, firing commenced at the north gate. I should
judge, from where I stood, that there were probably from seventy-five to one hundred
or one hundred and twenty-five pistols discharged. The Ku-IOux, by order of the
Cyclops, wheeled into Une of battle with the adroitness of veteran cavalry, and stood

so for a few minutes, until the man who commenced the firing, who was undisguised
and on foot, was wounded in the head, when he ordej:ed the firing stopped ; and in a
few minutes after the Ku-Klux wheeled into line or info column and rode oft'. It was re-

ported that there were one liundred and fifty in reserve at the railroad foundery, and
one hundred and fifty at the Piuhook bridge. The fouudery is about a quarter and a
half a quarter of a mile from the .square, and Pinliook bridge about half a mile, prob-
ably a trifle over. Judge Silas Thurlow, judge of iirobate of the adjoining county of

Limestone, was wounded in the bowels, and died three days after. A colored man was
killed instantly, and two others very severely wounded in the melve. The military

were ordered out for the protection of the people. Four Ku-Kluses, or i)ersons, were
arrested with their disguises in their saddle-bags, and with all their arms. General
Ruger disarmed them, and handed them over to the civil authorities, taking charge of

their disguises and arms. The civil authorities let them loose ; they were rearmed by
persons unknown to me, and went to tlie livery stables and forced the men there to

give up their horses, and then they disappeared.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was Judge Thurlow in attendance at that meeting?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Was a public meeting being held in the park at the time ?

Answer. In the coiirt-house.

Question. Is the court-house adjoining the square ?

Ansiver. The court-house is in the center of a squdrc ; it occupies a whole block,

with streets aud rows of houses all around it.

Question. Did the Ku-Klux tire upon the people there in the court-house ?

Answer. The Ku-Klux did not tire at all ; the persons undisguised on the streets

did the firing, and the Ku-KIux were there as a reserve or a defense. It was rumored
through the streets and all over the city, and it seemed to be the general opinion, that

they intended a general massacre. All the leading men went to the military head-
quarters for i»rotection, and remained there while they were in town. As one instance

I will state that after the Avounding of Judge Thurlow—he was a member of my
church and a very near aud dear friend—he .sent a messenger to my door requesting

me to go aud see him. I hastened to the street. My next-door neighbor and a neigh-

bor across the street, and a young lawyer, were standing on the sidewalk. My neigh-

bor said, " Mr. Lakin, where are you going?" I replied, " I am going to see Judge
Thurlow." Said he, "Don't you do any such thing; go back into the house; you
will be murdered if you go on the streets." He was seconded by another, and by a third

party, and I returned and remained in my room.

By the Chairm.vn :

Question. Did you yourself take any public part in politics there ?

Ansiver. Not aVord ; never opened my head on politics ; and I had never been in the

meeting at all, for I was notified that there would be trouble.

By Mr. V.VN Trujip :

Question. Then all this description you have given of the firing there has been from
hearsay ?

Ansivei: No, sir ; I walked up to the square. I lived within al>out a block of the

square, and when I heard the cry of " Ku-Klux," I walked up on the square and saw
the whole thing.

By Mr. Ste^tsnson :

Question. Could you see against whom the firing was directed ?

Anstcer. No, sir ; from my stand-point I could not see. I have a document here that

will describe minutely the parties who were present.
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By the Chairman :

Question. What document is that ?

Jnswer. It is an investigation by the State senate of the outrages in Alabama.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

QncMlon. By the senate separately, or by a joint committee of the two houses ?

AnsH-er. By a joint committee of the two houses, I think. The evidence I referred

to is that of Senator Sibley, and also of the lieutenant governor of the State, Mr.
Applegate, who is now deceased. That is a full description of it by persons who were
right by and saw the firing and the man who commenced the firing. I only give what
I saw. On Sunday I determined that I would go and see my friend. Judge Thurlow,-
who had sent a second messenger for me, and it was reported that he was dying. Oii

my return home three men were standing on the corner, facing nie, and as I passed
them one of them exclaimed, calling my name, " God damn him, he ought to have had
his old radical heart shot out of him last night." They were quite jocular over the
expression, and seemed to enjoy it. I passed on. On the 10th of the same mouth I

had been seated by a front window during the evening, writing all the evening.. It

was a large bay-window, the only one in that part of the house. At 7 o'clock wewei'e
called to supper ; I left my lamp sitting in the same position, and my wife drew the
curtains, which were verj' thin; the shutters were a little defective, so that the light

could be seen from the street. After supper, at about 8 o'clock, after snapping three
caps, a gun, loaded to excess, exploded, and sixteen buck-shot x)assed through the shut-
ters, the window, and the curtains, and struck on the wall immediately over the heads
of myself and my family, between the ceiling and our heads. After a few minutes
lull the colored people came in from the quarters and said there Avere two men in the
rear with guns at presciit arms. Tliere were two passages out, the house standing on
the corner. The men jumped over the fence and ran olf in the direction of the parties

that did the firing. Within thirty minutes it was announced in the northwest part of
the city that " old Parson Lakiu was killed," and the report went quite extensively-

over the country that I hail been shot.

Bj' the CllAiUMAX :

Question. W(ire thosi> men disguised whom the negroes saw ?

Avsrver. The parties who were inside of the yard were not.

Question. They were not disguised ?

Answer. No. sir ; tlie colored people stated that they were not.

Question. Was tliat the direction you would have gone to have escaped from the
house, and away from the direction the firing came from ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the only way of escape, except in the direction of the
firing. About the t4tii of the same mouth I was notified by a personal friend of mine
that my life was in danger, and that I must leave the town ; that he had been notified

by uu)derate iiiends of the opposite jiaity that I would be assassinated, and as they
di<l not want tin- thhig to occur, they had come to him to notify me to leave the place.

He was one of the most reliable men in the State, and one of my best friends.

Question. Perhaps you had better give ns»his name?
Answer. Hon. .Joseph C ISradley. I fied to the mountains and was a refugee for two

months. My family kei)t mi' i)osti'd about the state of afi'airs. The second night after

I hit, about 12 o'clock at nigiit, there was a company foniied on eacli side of my house,.

sup)>oscd by the family and others to consist of aljout fifty disguised men ; they drew
u}) iu line on each side of the house. After they saw the lights jia.ssing tlie windows
and some stir in the house, showing that they were discovered, they ordered a retreat

and left. Wiiile iu Winston County, during my refugeeing. I held a quarterly meeting
at the cross-rtiads. On Sunday, at the close of the service, two nun, known to be
aninng the worst bushwhackers of the country in the time of the war, and then said

to be among the leaders of the Ku-Klux. and desperate men, each with two navy
revolvers lashed around him, inquired if I'arson Lakiu was al)OUt the yard.

Question. Can you give their names ?

Answer. No, sir ; 1 cannot give their names uow^.

Question. Do you know them ?

Answer. No, sir; I do not.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. Then how do you knf)W they were the most noted bushwhackers ?

Answer. I said that was the report in the neighborhood ; Ihey knew them there.

Question. People about there knew them ?

Answer. Yes, .su\

Question. You never ascertained their nanu>s notwithstanding that fiict ?

Answer. I ascertained their names then; I did make a minute of them at the tune,

but I do not remember them now.
Question. You ecmsidered it injportant enough to make a minute of them?
Jii.sinr. I dill; but since then my house has been burned, and many of my most

valuable l>oi)ks and papers have been lost, and it has not been couveuieut for me since

then to secure iheir names.
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By the Chairman :

Question. Go on with your statement.
Ansive): They inquired who that man was getting into the buggy; they were in-

formed by persons standing around that it was Parson Lakin. They inquired if I waa
going to hold a meeting in the afternoon or evening anywhere in the place, and they
were told no. They inquired where I was going to spend the night, and were told
that I wouhl stop at Mr. Maybury's. The men took a short cut down the road off the
mountain. Before dark a special messenger came to me and informed me that those
men stated they would get me as I left the place. Mr. Maybury and his three sons
*^ere in the Union army ; they were each armed with rifles and pistols, and their house
was well provided for defense. The impression was that I was the object of tlieir

search. In fact that was stated to others, though I did not hear it ; but the indications
were very threatening. In the autumn of 187U I was stopping at one of my friends'
for a day or two, to get a little repairing done to my buggy.

Question. Where was that ?

Answer. In Blount County, thirty-two miles south of Huutsville. About 11 o'clock
a man called ujjou my host, wishing him to go to the gate, and he declined.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Do you mean 11 o'clock at night ?

Ansiver. Eleven o'clock at night. There was a ,stir from the cabinet shop on the
opposite corner. Three wagons had hauled up there to spend the night ; it looked
like it would be a rainy night, and my host ha<l admitted them into the cabinet
shop. They made a stir, and the persons went out into the road. They reported
about twenty-five disgtiised men in the road near the house, who consulted some
little time whether they should make an attack or not. But, I suppose, fearing
these men stopping there, supposing they would be friendly to their host, they rode
off. There had never been any Kti-Klux there before, and there has never been
any there since that I know of. That was on the Sand Mountain. In the
fall, in the month of September, I traveled from De Kalb County to Guntersville, in
Marshall Cotmty ; left my horse on the bank, and went on board of the boat to take
passage down the river in the morning. About 9 o'clock there were two volleys of
pistols tired within about two hundred yards of the boat. The captain and myself
were siting on the deck chatting. In a few minutes, the deck hands, the mail boy and
his son came running to the boat out of breath, greatly alarmed, and said they had
been attacked by the Ku-Klux. In the morning I found my horse slieared, and word
left with two or three parties there that old Parson Lakin ought to be very thankful
that he had lost nothing but his horse's mane and tail, for if he had not been upon
Captain Spiller's boat he wottldhave had his damned old radical neck broken. The fol-

lowing day, as Captain Spillerfelt very much chagrined and that the reptitation of his
boat was impaired or might suffer, he investigated the matter and reported to me, and
two gentlemen who were present, that forty disguised men had crossed the bridge a
little above Guntersville and come down in the direction of the boat, about 11 o'clock.

I did not see them. I knew nothing of it till morning, only that I was minus a horse's
tail and mane, and the word left for me, and the report given me by Captaiu'Spiller of
the forty Ku-Klux, or disgitised men, who crossed the bridge in the direction of the
boat.

By the Chairman :

Question. How was that word left for you ?

Ansu-er. With some ferry-men, who were on the bank of the river. They were up at
a late hour, ferrying across the river ; it is quite an extensive ferry. About the middle
of October I held a camp meeting in Blount County, about three miles southwest of
Summit.

Question. Last October ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; last October. On Saturday night three men searched the congre-
gation while they were singing, and while the seekers were coming forward. The
congregation were in a great state of excitement. Those men searched the congrega-
tion for me, and inquired of my host where I was. They had their bowie-knives in

their hands, and said they would cut out my damned old radical heart—would cut my
damned old radical throat.

By Mr. Van Trtjmp:

Question. Were you in the desk of the church at that time ?

Answer. No, sir ; I had been preaching, and bemg very warm and very much worn
out with my previous labors, after calling the seekers forward and the singing had
commenced I stepped out and went to mj' cjuarters.

Question. You mean by "quarters" the house of the person with whom you were
stopping ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; a private house, about a hundred yards distant. On Monday even-
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ing I was notified by a personal friend of mine that an attack would be made upon me
that night. I called a council of my preachers, and selected one of the preachers to

conduct the services, and I staid in my ^irivate quarters. About midway of the

sermon thirty-five or forty men, armed with guns and pistols, simultaneously sur-

rounded the arbor and stood sentinel around the arbor while three men, with I'evolvers

in hand, searched the congregation for me and iuquired where I was, calling my name
;

and then they searched the ladies' side of the congregation. After diligent search,

finding that I was not there, they fired some three or four heavy guns, a volley of

pistols, blew their whistles, gave a most terrible yell, and went off", requesting that old

Parson Lakiu would preach for them to-morrow night, for they wanted him to iiray

for them.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were those men in disguise ?

Answer. No, sii'; with this exception, they were all dressed in white pantaloons.

By llr. Van Trump :

Question. It was in the summer season, and you were holding a meeting out of doors?

Answer. It was about the middle of October.
Question. It was warm weather in that country?
Ansiver. It was comfortable there.

Question. You spoke of an arbor ; I should infer from that that the meeting was held
out of doors, and not in any building.

Ansjcer. It was a building all open underneath, and would probably seat six hundred
persons. It was built uj) very strongly, had a barn roof, and was a very comfortable
jilace for a meeting.

Question. You say these men were not disguised. Were there any persons there who
knew any of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they knew them well, a great many of them. They were all dressed

in white pantaloons, and it was reported (I did not see them) that there was quite a

large reserve, some fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five outside of the encampment. There
may have been an exciting cause for a part of this.

Question. You mean on that day ?

Ansirer, On that night.

By the Chairman :

Question. What was it ?

Answer. It is rather a delicate matter : but I might give it as a palliation, if it would
Ijear that construction.

Question. Give us all the facts that bear on this.

Answer. Well

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you have any hesitation in giving any explanatory fact ?

Answer. Not at all, though it is a little delicate.

By the Chairman :

Questiou. If it will throw any light on this investigation, go on and give it.

An.swcr. A lady, whose fatlier, mother, brothers, and sisters were attending oil the

ground, tlie father a local preacher, and all of them members of our church

By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. White persons ?

Answer. Yes, sir; they were all white; there were no colored persons on the ground
at all ; were not dining the meeting, that I now remember of. This lady, on Sumhiy
morning, gav(> birth to a child that was a perfect representation and fac-simile of a dis-

guised Ku-Klux.
Question. In a tent oti the ground ?

Answer. No, sir ; at her home, about a mile and a half from the grf)und. The head of

the chiUl was about three times the size of an ordinary child's head, with a soft, spongy,
fungous growth over the skull.

Question. Arc you describing now from your own observation ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I exaiiiint-d the child very carefully and very minutely. The fore-

head was ll.it aiul s((uare, and about i)erpendicular, about three times the lieight of the

forehead of an ordinary child. In a straight line from the crown of the head to the
front of the ibreheud, commencing at each cheek bone, there was a sort of fringe,

llaring very little to near the top, and then full around the top. It was about an inch
wide and about lialf an inch thick at the base; a gristly fringe, of a dark purple color.

At two points near the tenipU's were two gristly horns of the same consistency, about an
inch and a half or an inch and three-quarters long, projecting out from the forehead.

Question. Fleshy horns ?
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Answer. Gristly. The eyes and moutli were about one-tliird smaller than those of an
ordinary child. The face was nearly flat, with but little nose. The eyes and mouth
were of a scarlet red. The chin sloped off ou a plane with its body. Around the neck
was a scarlet red band ; and from the point of each shoulder, extending down each side
to about the center of the abdomen, was all a scarlet red. The child was brought ou
the camp ground and exhibited to from a thousand to fifteen hundred persons.

Question.. By the mother ?

Answer. No, sir ; by the friends of the family. It was demanded by the peoi^le ; they
seemed to clamor for it to be seen.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was it living ?

Answer. No ; dead.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Dead then ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The mother was a member of our church, a very delicate, pious
lady, of very strong sensibilities. Her husband was an outspoken man, and the Ku-
Klux had visited them. They had forced her husband into the Ku-Klux ranks, and
they had stopped there at an improper time. And she fearing for the safety of her
father, the child was marked in that way. They seemed to be perfectly wild and exas-
perated at the exhibition.

By the Chairman :

Question. Who ?
*

Answer. I suppose the persons who had made the demonstration on Saturday night,
and who also made it on Monday night.

Question. Was it after this exhibition of the child that the occurrences which you
have described took place in the camp meeting ?

Answer. The child was born on Sunday morning, and exhibited on Sunday on the
ground. And it was on Monday night that they made an attack on me. Since then

—

I learned this from competent authority on both sides—since then they have whipjjed
the man, Mr. Ilorton, the husband, withiuaninch of his life twice; once for -exhibiting
the child, and once for abandoning the Ku-Klux Klan.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you say you consider that state of facts a palliation ? I understood
you to say that you had a statement of facts to relate, although of a delicate nature,
that was palliative of this attack.

Answer. It may be considered so.

Question. Do you consider it so? You said so.

Ansivei: No, sir ; I cannot say it is. They regarded it as a palliation ; I do not my-
self regard it as a palliation, but they did.

Question. You stated that it was a palliation. You seemed to feel yourself bound

—

I should judge from the expression you made use of, and you#manner—to state facts

on the other side as a palliation for this attack, this searching for you ?

Answer. They offered it as a palliation.

Question. That is the form you put it in now, is it ?

Answer. I meant to imt it in that form ; they urged it as a palliation, that they had
been outraged and insulted.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. It tends to meet the charge, if made, that they visited your camp meeting
from mere political motives ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

By the Cilvirman :

Question. Does this description you have given of the appearance of that child cor-
respond to the disguise or uniform ordinarily worn by the Ku-Klux 'ihere as you
saw them ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
perfectly.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Has there ever been any report in iiie medical books of that extraordinary
case "?

Answei: No, sir.

Question. No physicians were there, and heard of it, and saw it ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; one physician there heard of it and examined it.

By the Chairman :

Question. Who was he ?
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Ansiver. I will tell you his uame in a few moraeuts ; I know him very well, but I

cannot recollect his name just at this moment. I wrote a description of it, and it was
published in the Methodist Advocate at Atlanta.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How long was the body of the child kept from the time of its bii'th ?

Jvsivcr. It was buried the same day.
Question. The day of its birth ?

Answef. Yes, sir ; it was born about 2 o'clock in the morning, and buried that
night.

By the Chairman :

Question. At whose instance was it brought on the camp ground, where you saw it ?

Answer. It was brought from the place of their residence, and where it was born, a
distance of a mile and a half or two miles to the camp ground. It was in a coffin on
the camp ground, and everybody had an opportunity of seeing it.

Question. You have stated in general terms that the appearance of that child as you
have described it, corresponded to the uniform of the Ku-Klux. Did they wear a
scarlet band in their uniform at the time you speak of?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; on some portion of the [jcrsou. They sometimes dift'er; a klan will

put on one garb at one time, and then they will change it, and put on another. The
klans do not all wear the same uniforms at all times and in all places ; it is not always
exactly the same.

Question. You say you have yourself seen the klan riding on several occasions. Was
their appearance calculated to inspire terror ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; they were very hideous. They generally wear A'cry high caps of a

conical form, very tall and running up to a point, and without brim ; with eye and
mouth holes, heavy mustaches and long beards painted

;
generally with long black

gowns. Their signals are given by means of whistles, common hunting w^histles, simi-

lar to those you will hear for starting street cars.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You believe, do yon, in these extraordinary dispensations of the Creator in

regard to innocent, unborn human beings ?

Ansiver. I do not know that I have any particular opinion upon that subject.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was the child born living or dead, according to your information ?

Answer. It was born dead.
Question. Was that the only instance of the kind occurring within your knowledge

there ?

Answer. It was within the knowledge of parties present from the various counties,
as was stated and current on the ground, that there were six other cases ; one I saw,
the child living.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. That is, each county produced such an affair as that?
Answer. No, sir; I say that there were per.sous present from dififereut counties; and

within the knowledge of persons on the camp ground, there were other cases, as they
represented. They spoke of some six or seven, some seven instances of sucU marking.
They Avere nearly all living, but not marked to the extent of this one. This was tho
most marked of any that had been born.

By the Chairman :

Question. Marked so that the resemblance to the tmiform or disguise of tho Ku-Klux
could bo recognized ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw one child, a negro child, that had a fierce, wild look, with a
head somewhat in the form of the Ku-Klux caps, and a very unnatural chin.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How unnatural ?

Answer. Thick and heavy underneath, as though something had been thrown over it.

Question. That was your supposition, from the shape of the chin and face, that it

represented something that was ordinarily thrown over their faces ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it had that appearance.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did the mother give that account of it? Do you know anything about
that ?

Answer. I did not inquire ; I was simply passing by and they told mo there was a Ku-
Klux child there, and 1 called and saw it.
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Quesfion. Had tlio parents been visited by the Ku-Klux?
Answer. Not that I know of. •

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Yoii may give all your information on that subject.

Answer. I will.

By the Chairman :

Question. Go on and state any other actual facts that have come within your knowl-
edge as to the operation of the Ku-Klnx Klan in tluit State.

"Answer. In the month of February last, late in the mouth, I started cat on a sis

weeks' circuit or tour of quarterly meetings.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. A moment, before you go on with that. I do not recollect the location of
this camp-meeting at which this child was exposed. Where was it ?

Answer. I think I stated that it was in Blount County, near the towns of Summit
and Brookville.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What was the name of the church there?
Answer. It is called Gum Camp-ground.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. When was it ?

Answer. About the middle of October.

By Mr. Ste\t;nson :

Question. You say you published an account of the appearance of that child ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you a copy of your publication ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have not.

Question. Do you remember the date of the paper ?

Answer. I do not ; but it was about that time or a few days after.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You say this band of men who came to the ground were recognized. They
were not disguised, then f

Answer. Quite a number of them were recognized.
Question. Do you know the names of any of them, the most prominent among them ?

Answer. I could not give them now ; but after a little time, if it is needed, I can fur-
nish the committee with several of the uaujes. Wo have been so hemmed in and
crushed down, the least informati<m given would so peril a man's life, that we have been
compelled to be exceedingly and extremely cautious in all that we have done or said.

By the ChjURMAN :

Question. You were proceeding to statf what occurred in Februaiy.
Anstver. I attended a quarterly meeting in Bloimt County, in the Marshall circuit.

During the service, on Sabbath, there were indications of hostile movements. On Sat-
urday night I was sent to stay with a man whose house was barricaded and armed, as
a point of safety. On Sunday those indications alarmed the people, and I was guided
by four men some six miles and i)ut on a road, when I had reached what they
considered a point of safety. The second Sabbath in March nothing occurred that was
unfavorable. The third Sabbath I was notified of danger—great danger, great peril.

I was notified on Friday night. Fiom that point I traveled five miles away in the knobs
between two valleys, and held quarterly meetings. The people became alarmed ; mes-
sengers Avere running in different directions. Saturday night I was sent away out to
a i)rivate house, some four miles from the site of my quarterly meeting. My horse
was hid; my saddle was hid, and I was put in a loft to sleex>. On Sunday night the
alarm was increased. I stopi)(!d at a house on the main road ; a little after night some
ten men came in—some from one part and some from another—with their guns and
pistols and axes, and barricaded the doors. I Avas placed in the loft, and the men lay
down in the room. There was a fierce thunder-storm of some four hours, and it raised
the stream over which the attack was expected to be made, so that there was no iu
jury done me. There was no alarm that night.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do not these frequent deliverances, so many of them, look a little like you
had been miraculously preserved ?

Ansiver. Well, I have by practice, as well ks by theory, reached the conclusion that
man is immortal until his work is done.
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Question. Well, go on.

Answer. I was uotificd tliat a large force of disguised men came to the stream, and,

failing to get across:, they returned. I was sent a different road from the one I had
traveled through the mountains. I swam two streams that I could not head, and
which were not bridged, and after a wet, tedious ride of forty miles iu the daj-, late at

night I reached quarters that were considered safe.

Question. I did not catch the time when this was.
Answer. This was tlie third Sunday in March.
Question. March last ?

Ansivei: Yes, sir. From thence I went to De Kalb County. There was a mistake in

one of my quarterly meetings, or the streams were in such condition that I could not
ford them, and I passed over and went on to my quarterly meeting iu De Kalb County.
I put up at the house of Judge Haroldson, the judge of the circuit court, which was
then in session iu Lebanon. Immediately on arriving I was notihed by his wife that

I was in danger ; that the Ku-Klus were threatening me.
Question. How far was that from your home ?

Answer. About eighty miles.

Question. Could they possibly know you were to be there at that time ?

Ansicer: They had opportunities of knowing, because the meetings had been published
for four weeks. All the quarterly meetings all over the circuit were published for four

weeks preceding.
Question. How did this lady know that you were threatened on that occasion ?

Ansiver. She said she heard it from competent authority in the ueighborliood. Her
relatives had been in the rebel army, but they were very much devoted to their sister.

Question. And consequently to yon ?

Answer. Not particularly tx» me, I do not think. But she thought I would be safer

there than at any other point.

Qursiion. I inferred from what you said that her confederate relatives had informed
her of the danger to you.

Answer. I think not : I think she had gathered it from the current reports of the
neighborliood. On Saturday night tiie judge came home. The meeting was on top of

Lookout Mountain, about one apd a quarter miles from the judge's house ; he lived in

the valley.

Question. The scene of the battle of Lookout Mountain ?

Ansurr. It was on that range of mountains, about fitty miles from that point. On
Saturday we retiuned to Judge Ilaroldson's, and on Saturday night he cauie home.
About 11 o'clock we heard a very great outcry of the dogs, right across at Ilolloman's

Station, about tliree-cjuarters of a mile on the lino of the Chattanooga and Alabama
road, and the firing of several pistols. We went out and watched and looked and waited
for a while. JNlatters became qui('t and we retired, but every time the dogs barked I

heai'ed the judge's door open, as though ho was in fear and alaiui. The next morning
one of my preachers, who staid' at the Widow Ilolloman's, informed me that some eight

or ten men came into the room where he was sleeping and passed around, talked with
others outside, and went x\\> on the side of the mountain and whipped a white man
dreadfully. When I arrived tliere he was said to be in his bed, unable to get oul.

By the Chairman :

QufMon. Eight or ten disguised jiersons ?

Anvwcr. Yes, sir ; they came into the room where he was sleeping—one of my preach-

ers, who went there at night and stayed during the quarterly meeting.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What was their object, as manifested in any way, iu going into the room
of the preacher ?

Answer. He said they did not disturb him or interrupt him.
Question. Did they inquire for you ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. They went into the room ?

Ansti'e): Yes, sir.

Question. And walked around and went out again ?

Answer. Yes, sir. the inference of tlie whole thing was that they were after me, but
found I was at Judge Haroldson's. He is oue of tlie most popular men in Alabama.
He is mining t)ie Lookout Mountain for coal, and has a great many men iu his employ-
]ueut, and his fri(>nds are iu the ascendency there. Ilis wife's friends, on the other
siile, arc greatly devoted to her, and would be likely to resent any insult made upon
any of her guests. Fin<Hng that I was there

Question. That is an inference
;
yon do not know?

Answer. Yes, sir; that was the inference there. I state the fact that it was the cur
reut inference ; I do not know that to be the case.
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By the Chairman :

Question. Have you anything further to state of your own knowledge?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By 'Mr. Blair :

Question. You say that wavS in Lebanon ?

Ansrvei: Yes, sir ; the county seat of DeKalb County.

By the Chairman :

Quesiion. Go on with your statement.
Ansicer. I have designedly passed over one case, the case of Moses B. Sullivan, a

white man, who was appointed to what is called Big Cove circuit. All valleys in our
country are called "coves," aud tJiis is called Big Cove, in contradistinction to all the
others, because it includes the valley of the Flint and the Paint Rock Rivers. On the
night of the 10th of May, 1868, he was sleeiiing at the house of Mr. Henry Stevens.
He was taken out of his bed at about 11 o'clock by disguised men, beaten with rods,
his skull fractured, aud struck across the breast with a whip or a bludgeon, so that he
was felled by the blow. He has never recovered from his wounds and injuries ; he is

now an invalid and will probably remain so dirring his life.

Question. You say he was apj)oiuted to that station ; was he a preacher of your
denomination ?

Answe7: He was a preacher, one of those in my district, and appointed to the Big
Cove circuit, aud was then in the prosecution of his ministerial avocations. His quarterly
meeting was to conic off on the following Saturday and Sunday, on the Feeren planta-
tion, on the bank of the Tennessee River. I was to have met him at Paint Rock ; fail-

ing to meet him, I went to a friend of mine. Dr. Parker. As I rode up, said the Doctor

:

" Have you heard the fate of Sullivan f I said I had not. Said he :
" He has been

whipped by the Ku-Klux, and T think they have killed him." He said :
" I live within

four miles of the place, and I was at the house the next morning, and have been there
two mornings since visiting a sick patient in the house ; I think they have killed him."
And he also said: " Your life is in danger; they threaten to kill you." After a hurried
supper he told me he would convey mo to a point of safety on a bluft'. Some fotir fam-
ilies, among them the brother and the brother-in-law of Mr. Stevens, at whose house
M . Sullivan was whipped, lived there. We turned through the woods, and he con-
V ^'yed me to Mr. Stevens, reaching there late in the night. A council was held as to
"w'^hether I should proceed with my quarterly meeting. It was decided that if I could
stand it they could, and that we would proceed. On Saturday night three colored men
were whipped, within three miles of me. On Sunday I sent my messenger on my
horse in search of my preacher. We had been to several fords and could not find that
he had crossed. The report of the Doctor alarmed me, and I put a messenger upon
my horse and hurried him to the house of Mr. Sullivan, m Marshall County, across the
river, about thirty miles distant.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was that another Sullivan ?

Answer: No, sir ; the same.
Question. I thought the Sullivan who was whipped lived within four miles of Dr

Parker's ?

Ansioer. He was stoppiug four miles from there, at Mr. Stevens, when he was whipped.
On Tuesday, another class of colored persons Avere whipped aud disarmed. The Feerren
plantation is a very large plantation. On Wednesday, the church where I held the
quartesfly meeting was burned. And on Thursday I was notified that I would go up.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You say " another class of colored persons were whipped."
Anstver. Another num ber.

Question. Another set ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. You do not mean an association in the church, known as a class ?

Answei: No, sir ; I mean some three or four more negroes were whipped.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Let us understand you as you go along
;
you say the church was burned on

Thursday night ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. When did the quarterly meeting commence ?

Answer. On the Saturday and Sunday previous.
Question. And you preached every day ?

Answei: No, sir ; I preached Saturday and Sunday, and closed out the meeting. I
laid out two nights under the trees and under the rocks, fearing that they would make
an attack ui)on me. I was notified by my fi.-iend, Dr. Parker, thi-ough a special mea-
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Beuger, uot to return to Huntsville by any road leading out from tliat point. The
jnessenger and my horse had beeu recognized, and the roads were picketed l)ehiud him.

He was sent around through the country, and was detained, so that I coukl not leave.

Finally my buggy was taken down the mountain, and also my horse after he arrived.

I found Mr. Sullivan was alive, that he was not killed, and that he had crossed at a
private ferry above. I took passage upon the boat, went down the river to Whites-
burg, a point of safety, and returned home. I have Mr. Sullivan's affidavit, stating

the facts in the case as I have given them.

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you a knowledge of other facts showing the condition of society

there ?

Answer. It appears from this affidavit of Mr. Sullivan, that when they were whipping
him they said they would kill his presiding elder; that he must preach for the

Methodist Episcopal Church South ; that there should be no church south of Mason
and Dixon's line, except the Methodist Episcopal Church South.

Question. By whose direction did you go to Alabama to organize the church there ?

Answer. By direction of Bishop Clark.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Of what State ?

Answer. The State of Ohio. I was sent from the Cincinnati conference, as that was
in session. I was transferred from Indiana ; my home was in Indiana.

Question. Was the Methodist Church South represented in that Ciacinnati conference ?

Answer. Not at all. ,

Question. Altogether northern preachers and bishops ?

Answer. There are two separate organizations.

Question. And have been ever since the suit in the supreme court, before the war?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. There is no Methodist Church North ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You are not disposed to call yourselves by that name?
Answer. No, sir.

By the Chairman :

(luestion. You were sent there to organize a church in Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qneslioit. And these persons represented that there should be in that State none but
the Methodist Episcopal Church South ?

Answer. None hut that south of Mason ami Dixon's line. The church divided in

1844, and the southern wing tliat split oil assumed the ecclesiastical title of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South. The Methodist Episcopal Church has never
changed its name.

By Mr. Cokurn :

Que.Htion. What is the number of members in Alabama of the Methodist Episcopal
Church proper ?

Answer. We have there now about 1.5,000 members, a fraction over three-fourths of

whom are white; we have six presiding-elder districts, seventy circuits and stations,

Beventy traveling ministers, and about one hundred and lifty local preachers.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Let me ask you, in what character were you sent there ; as a missionary

to the South, or were you sent there by the Cincinnati conference to take charge of

that churcli south ?

Answer. We had no organization there.

Question. Did tlie Cincinnati conference claim that they had a right to go there and
organize a church 'I

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. As against the Southern Methodist church ?

Ansicer. Not against the Southern Methodist church ; we regarded the whole Avorld

oxw parish.

Question. Having no organized church there you went in the character of a mission-

ary to found a church there ?

Answer. I was sent there to organize the Methodist Episcopal Church, and build up
her interests, and in that capacity I have labored there for years, and have raised that

showing which you see there in five years and eight months.
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QitesHon. Are we to understand that all this concatenation of attacks npon youhas
come from the Methodist Episcopal Church South ?

Ans\i'(r. I have said no such thinjjj.

Question. What is your belief? Does it spring from a difference in regard to reli-

gious matters ?

Answer. I think there is a bitter feeling on the part of the Methodist Episcopal
Church Sooth against the Methodist Episcojial Church, and th6 affinities of that
church are with the party that is opposed to our organization.

Question. Just as the affinities of the northern members are with the northern church ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is there any difference ?

Answe): I think it is a very similar state of things ; I regard it as a politico-religious

feeling and bitterness. We drew out the loyal element and concentrated it, and it

seemed to assume proportions and dimensions that were a little alarming.
Question. What do you mean by drawing out the loyal element! Do you mean that

your eftbrts were directed to that portion of the Southern people and not to the others?
Answer. Not in the least. I never advanced a political idea m the pulpit, North or

South.
(luestion. Then what do you mean by drawing out the loyal element of the South f

Answer. I mean by that that as I commenced and continued preaching there, and
they understood the antecedents and general principles of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, from which they had formerly been severed, they decided to return ; and as a
natural consequence the loyal element gravitated toward us.

Question. Did you not go tliere to organize the loyal element in the Methodist Church ?

Answer. No, sir ; I had no such purpose and no such design. My orders were per-

emptory not to mingle in the political arena at all ; my charge to my preachers was
peremptory

Question. From what part of Ohio did you go ?

Answer. I resided in Peru, Indiana ; but was transferred over to the Cincinnati con-
ference, that being in session at TroJ^

Question. Troy, in Miami County ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Yon never lived in Ohio ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Have you been a pretty strong j)olitician in your time?
Answer.' 'No, sir.

Question. You have taken no part in politics ?

Answer. 1 would not say that.

Question. Did you ever preach what is called a political sermon ?

Answer. Never in my life ; I never introduced, North or South, a j>olitical idea in iny
sermons ; never have and never expect to.

Question. Are you not somewhat of an exception in that respect to Methodist Ei)isco-

pal Church preachers generally ?

Answer. I do not know that I am.
Question. Do you not know a great many that are of that class ?

Answer. I know a great many who are warm in their j)oliticaI feelings.

Question. Did you ever hear a political sermon ?

Answer. No, sir.; I do not think I ever have.
Question. Where were you during the war?
Answer. I was chaplain of the Thirty-ninth Indiana Regiment.
Question. You were in the conflict then?
Answer. Yes, sir, for four years I shared the fortunes of that regiment in all their

bloody battles and terrible marches^ and with Sherman went around to the sea.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. You were stating something about fhe charge you gave to your preachers ; I
wish you would contimre what you were going to say. What was your charge to
them ?

Answer. My orders from the bishop, and through me to the preachers, were not to
mingle in the political arena, Ijut to devote themselves entirely and exclusively
to the work of the Christian ministry; and as a class, I do not believe there is

an equal number to bo found in the United States that have adhered more closely to

the duties of the ministry than the pieachcrsof the MethodivSt Episcopal Church in
the State of Alabama. I will say further, with permission, that we have had some
very severe and some very hard conflicts. I may be compelled to look at my list, in
order to give all the facts.

Question. In reference to the particular point you were on a moment ago. I wish you
would state whether this opposition to your work is organized, or is it incidental in its

manifestations, as you understand it?

Answer. I cannot sav whether it is a systematic organized opposition ; I do not know
that.
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Question. "What would tlie manifestations lead you to suppose ?

Answer. The manifestations indicate such a state of feeling.

By the Chairman :

Question. A moment before you leave that subject
;

yoii have stated in reference to

the character of the membership that came to your church in Alabama, that it was
principally from the loyal element.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you, when yon went there, find that element ready to be organized
into your church ; and did you find it existing there to any great extent ?

Answer. I found it to a very great extent. We did not cieate the necessity or the
demand ; we simply supplied it. By their feelings and views, and their knowledge of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, they naturally came to her as their choice.

Question. That being the case, do j'ou attribute the hostility of those disguised per-
sons, of those bands who attacked you, in any degree to the fact that there were so
many loyal men in your branch of the Methodist church in Alabama?

Ansicer. Yes, sir. The loyal men in the State of Alabama as a general thing, or the
majority of them, are not among the leading men of the country ; they are what we
would call the middle classes, the working classes, poor men who had no interest in
maintaining slavery.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Has anybody any interest in maintaining that institution now ?

Ansicer. I think Jlr. Davis has an interest in "the lost cause;" ho seems to have.

By the Chairman :

Question. In traveling through the State of Alabama and supervising the interests

of your church there, have you made any examination into the number of your
preachers who have been visited by these bands of disgui-sed men, aud the number
of persons who have been whipped and outraged in the dilierent counties thi'ough
which you have passed? If you have, state what was the result of that examina-
tion.

A7iswer. (Referring to memorandum-book.) Rev. Mr. Hill, of Eutaw, was whipped
and driven Irom the State in 1867, aud is now in Illinois.

By Mr. Van Tuump :

Question. Di/l you commence making that record in 1867 ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. When did you commence that memorandum-book ?

Answer. I drew up this from a former scrap-book.
Question. You kept a scrap-book, then ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you commence it in 1867 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Wlio was Mr. Hill, and where was he from ?

Answer. He was a native Alabainiau. We have not had a northern preacher there
except one to assist me, for about three months. I have raised all these men on the
ground—native Alabamians.

Question. Was the Mr. Sullivan to whom you have referred a southern man ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many preachers have you under your charge ?

Answer. In the conference ?

Question. In your Alabama organization ; do you not preside over the Alabama or-

ganization ?

Answer. No, sir; I preside over only one district; we have six districts.

Question. You are a presiding elder, as known in the Methodist Church ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I have had the supervision of the whole work.
Question. Then, when you speak of all your preachers but one being native

Alabamians, do you mean that remark to apply to your district only or to the entire
State?

Answer. I mean that to apply to the whole conference in the State.
Question. How many preachers are there of that sort?
Answer. Who have been maltreated?
Question. No ; who are native Alabamians.
Answer. They are all native Alabamians.
Question. How many are there ?

Answer. Seventy.
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By Mr. Coburn :

Quesiion. Native Alabamians or resident Alabamians ?

Ansurr. Resident Alabamians, and I suppose all native Alabamians ; and there are

oun Laodred and fifty local preachers. The first I named, who was maltreated, was
a Mr. Hill ; he has some three initials to his name, F. B. L., I think, but I do not now
remember exactly what they are. The parties who whipped him were arrested and
tried by General Shepperd, by military commission, adjudged to have their heads
shaved and sent to the Dry Tortugas, one class for one year and the other class for two
years, at hard labor. Mr. President Johnson pardoned them all. J. A. McCutcheon,
presiding elder, was driven from the Demopolis district in 1868.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Who was he ?

Answer. A native Alabamian, and subsequently chaplain of the senate; he was
chaplain for two years. James Buchanan was driven from the Tuscaloosa circuit; he
was fired upon in his house and upon the highway, and notified to leave on pain of

death. He has gone to Texas.
Question. Who was he?
Answer. He was a native Alabamian—born and raised in Blount County, Alabama.

John W. Talley, a native Alabamian, an old traveling minister in flie Methodist Epis-
copal Church l)efore the division, fell into the southern division

; but when the Meth-
odist Church came there he came to her. Ho was the presiding elder of the Talladega
district, but is now in Missouri. Moses B. Sullivan, as I have already stated, was
whipped, and is now in Florida, sent out of the State.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Who is Moses B. Sullivan ?

Answer. The man who was whiiiped, whom I named before, and whose affidavit I

presented.

By Mr. Blair :

Question: At what place was Mr. Sullivan whipped ?

Anstver. In Madison County, twenty-two miles fi-om Huntsville.

By the Chairman :

Question. Do you desire this affidavit of Mr. Sullivan's case to be incorporated with
your testimony f

Anstver. Yes, sir; with one exception. There are two names I wish to strike from
that affidavit, for I am convinced that Mr. Sullivan was in error in regard to two
names of persons whom he attempts to identify as among his punishers.

By Mr. V^vn Trump :

Question. By what authority do you assume to strike out anything from an affidavit

made by another persou?
Answer. Well, I will record it as a note ; for since then these men, who are personal

friends of mine, have given me reason to believe that they were not the guilty parties.

By the Chairman :

Question. State who they are, if you wish that statement to accompany the affidavit.

Answer. Colonel James Sheffield and INIr. Ferguson—James Ferguson, I think.

Question. You thiuk the reference to them in the affidavit is erroneous ?

A7iswer. Yes, sir.

Qutslion. With that exception you desire the affidavit incorporated in your testimony ?

Answer. Yes, sir. [See '"A," attached to testimony of this witness, page 14(i.] Dean
Reynolds, colored man, local preacher, beaten and left for dead, with both arms
broken, one of them in two places.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Qiiestion. Was he a native Alabamian ?

Answer. A native Alabamian, and a colored man.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Where was that?
Anstcer. In Morgan County, on the Tennessee River ; right on the line between Mar-

shall and Morgan.

By the Chairman :

Question. When was that?
Answer. It was in 1868. I do not remember the exact time. I sent him over the

river to take charge of the colored people on those large Tennessee bottom plantations.

Jesse Knight, local preacher, shot in his own house, in Morgan County, in 1869, and
died in a few days after.
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By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Wlio was he?
Ansn-er. A native Alabamiau; had lived all his life iu that place, and owned a grist-

mill and a saw-mill there. He was a steady, sedate, virtuous, intelligent man. I held
a quarterly meeting in his neighborhood, and stopped at his house.

ByMr. Coburn:
Question. How long was it after you held a quarterly meeting there and stopped at

his house, that that outrage was committed ?

Ansiver. About fifteen months. Rev. Mr. Johnson, local preacher, of Fayetteville,
shot dead iu the pulpit while preaching, in 1869.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Who was he?
Answer. A native Alabamian, living in the place ; a local preacher.
Question. Do you know anything about the circumstances of that case?
Answer. Xot particularly ; only that a man from the congregation shot him while he

was preaching.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. A single man ?

Answer. No, sir; he was a man of family.
Question. I mean the man who shot him was not supported by others around him.

You say a man arose iu the congregation and shot hira.

Answer. He was sitting in the congregation and drew his pistol and shot him.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question: AVas there any punishment for that that you have heard of?
Ansiva: I have never heard of a man iu Alabama being j)uuished for any outrage of

the kind.
Question. Were the military there then?
Ansiver. They were iu IluntsviUe.

By the Chairman :

Question. When was that ?

Answer. In 1H69.

Question. The State government was organized then?
Answo: Yes, sir.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. At what time in 1869 ?

Answer. In the summer of 1869. .Tames Dorman, a member of the conference, at We-
tunipka, was brutally whipped on Sunday after service, and run from the circuit in 1870.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Who was he '?

Answer. A native Alabamian ; a nephew of the celebrated and distinguished Dr.
Dorman, of the Georgia conference; the presiding elder of tiiat conference. I failed to
look over the minutes ; I was secretary of tlie c(uil'(!i'ence, and have not here the name
of a man who,joined the coniV-rence last fall at our session ; and in a few weeks after

he and his son were shot ilead ou the line of the West Point and Montgomery road.
Question. Was he a j)rea(lier

?

Answer. He was a member of the conference; a colored man. Ho joined the con-
ference, went to his circuity and a f(nv days after reaching the place he was shot. It

was betw(>en West Point and Opelika, on the line of that road. His presiding elder,

Dr. Franklin, wrote me the facts of the case. George Taylor, local i)reacher in 1869,

in the county tliat was taken oft" of Florence and Lawrence. If you have the map here
I can recall the name.

By the Chairman :

Question. When was it taken off? Perhaps the map here will not show it.

Ansn-er. I think it will ; it was in Tuscnmbia, Colbert County. I have an affidavit

here which I will present to Ite incorporated witli my testimony. (See '• B " attached
to this testimony, jiage 148.) I was in the neighborhood, and know the facts. He
was taken from his bed by a band of disguised men and whipped; laid upon his face,

with men upon his arms and legs, and whippiid till his back was scarified ; lie was
pimched in the head witii their pistols until his hair was clotted with coaguhited blood

;

and then, with a knife, bis body and legs and thighs were punctured all over, and then
they would slit them out with the knife. Tiiey ordered him to leavo ; his wife carried
him out and fed him; he was taken to one of my traveling preachers there.
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Question. Did you see him ?

fJT'Z'J'"'''
'''''

fu
^^'^

V?.'^^ ^^''^S'' Merrill's
;
he was kept concealed in their loftfor about three months, and then he was able to travel, when he left.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was he stripped when they whipped him ?

whipped hJm/"^
"°* ascertain; he had nothing but his night-clothes on when they

By Mr. STE^^NSON

:

Question. Who was he ?

^ii'*T''' f1
*^<'ioJ"e<i man; born and raised in that neighborhood; one of the mostmeek humble, devoted boys I have ever known among the colored people. AW thesame time they hung three men from the bridge.

i i ''• ^'-'oui' i-ne

By the Chairman :

Question. Three colored men ?

J-rmoer. Yes, sir
;
from the bridge across a large creek. The leading man's name was

th?ht^'
%'^e'?b«^-.«f t^e Methodist Church. Two others were hung with him fr^mthe bridge by disguised men. °

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was that at Tuscumbia?

By Mr. Coburn :

untuteyJ^re'Sealr
'''' "^'" ^™^ ^''"^ '" ^"'S^' ^'« ^°" "^^^^ *^^* ^^^^ ^^'^^ ^--^

^nsM;«-. Yes, sir; and they were taken down and buried by the colored people.
By Mr. Stevenson :

Questian. Was any notice pinned upon their bodies ?

Ansiver. Not that I know of.

By the Chairjiax :

beg?2ij:;£dt> "^^^t"''
*^^ '''' '' ^^^^^y-- ^- ^-^ -^-^<i *«- ^™g

Answer. Yes, sir.

inl^your chu?ch^?
*^''''' '^^'^ ^""^ ^'''''' mentioned men of good character and stand-

retoSZ'tn^ZfJ'ZT''^^^
acquainted with every man of them but Johnson, and he isreported to have been a man of excellent character. All the rest I can vouch for asbeing men ot sterling integrity and piety-quiet, peaceable, and unobtrusive?

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What has become of Taylor ?

towr'^'"'
^"^ '" '"^ Huntsville, working on a plantation within about three miles of the

Question. Has he quit preaching?
Answer. He is a local preacher.
Question. He is still preaching ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he has never been a traveling minister.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Have you any information of the arrest, trial, and punishment of anvpersons who perpetrated these outrages upon tliese preachers?
P^°^«^ment ot any

h.iTT- ^. *" r^-
^/* ''".'?' ^^'^ ^^^* ^'^« *^« punishment in the Dorman case. I

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was that Dorman the man who was killed in the pulpit ?

Do^mTr W ^if"
'

1

'''''' Mr Johnson. Mr. Franklin, the presiding elder of Mr.

wo wl^^ ^ T^'' ^^
"^Z"

""^^'' ™^ ^«^ «°« J'*^^!- '• and I have known him ever since

tion rinwirnlWoT'
conference there Mr. Franklin wrote me that at the investiga!

eKt un?,n hfJ.1 r^'^iV '^^1''''^? ^'"^ ^" ^ renegade, thief, liar, and heaped every

ond hlT * f ''''''}^ ^"^ *^™-^* °^' ^'^•1 i* «^emed to meet with a verv general

The wW ,3pv l'.??'^!^''
S'''^*

'™^T^^
*^'^* ^^^^^ assembled to hear the investigation

?h^';tfeXnTp^^^^^^
Question. You say the lawyer denounced Dorman ?

9
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Ansiver. Yes, sir ; in the iuvestigatiou a lawyer from Wetiuupka was employed.
Question. Who was that lawyer f

Answer. I do not remember iiis name.

By the Chairma^^ :

Question. How many were arrested at the time that investigation took place?
Ansicer. I do not know ; he did not state.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. They were tried and released ?

Ansiver. That is the report ; that the proceeding flashed out.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is that the only case in which you knoAv of an arrest being made ?

Answer. The only instance of arrest that I know. I have one case I wish to present,
and here is the affidavit. I will state the facts : a young man by the name of Blaii', a
colored man,

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Is that case connected with the cluirch ?

Answer. No, sir; it is not.

Question. Before you go on with that case, I wish to ask you some C|uestions ; was there
any evidence brought to your knowledge that the people who gathered around you in
organizing the Methodist Episcopal Church in Alabama were people who had been con-
strained into the separation; was there any extensive feeling of that sort that you
observed ?

Answer. On the part of old men there were men who had lived under the old
church and had been taken out without their knowledge or consent. They felt a
longing to return to tlie old church and became centers of influence ; and the people,

as a general thing, the loyal people, were very much displeased and dissatisfied with
the ^lethodist Episcopal Church South. Some of their Ijest niiuisters were expelled for

disloyalty, or because they were suspected of disloyalty to the Confederate States, and
they were very much oppressed, and they hailed the opportunity of going to the old
church when she went there.

Question. I notice that Mr. Sullivan in his affidavit states that on one occasion he
was told that the people at the church where lie was preaching did not want to hear
him ; that he took a vote of th(^ congregation and all but three voted that tliey wanted
to hear liim, and tliree voted tliat they did not, and (liat the crowd who was outside
cursing and swearing agreed with the three ; did you hear of that circumstance?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard it talked of.

Question. Currently spoken of?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Que.stion. It was also charged against him by the crowd who Avere whipping him that
he had not been true to the South. Had he been an old preacher ?

Auswer. No, sir.

Qiicslion. Did you have any communication with Methodist Episcopal preachers in

other Southern States—any general knowledge of how they were getting on? Was
the work going on in other Southern States also ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and pretty general, for this reason : the last general conference es-

tablished a paper located at Atlanta. Georgia, called the Methodist Advocate. It has
lu'oouie the organ of the South, and I am one of its corresponding editors ; I have had
a pii'tty extensive corn'sjjondenee with the preachers and leading men of the Church,
and especially with the editor of that paper.

Question. 1 do not want to go into details, but I want to ask you the general ques-
tion, whether from your knowledge of the atfairs and proceedings of the Church in other
Southern States, engaged in work similar to that you were engaged in, there was any
general or violent opposition ?

Answer. I think there is very general.

Question. Do you mean to include the past in that ; to say that there has been, and
that there is, very general opposition ?

Answer. I mean to say there has been and is.

Question. Has it been manifested more or less in the same way by acts of violence ?

Ansivci: To .some considerable extent.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Is there any radical di0"erence, and if so, what is it, between the disci-

pline and doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church South and the Methodist Epis-
copal Church ?

Answer. There is no difliereuce in the doctrines and in the general economy of the
church ; there may be some little changes adapted to the ditferent sections of the couu-
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try. The Methodist Episcopal Church retaiuecl the opposition to slavery ; the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church South obliterated it from the discipline.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. They diftered merely on the question of slavery ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that "svas the ground of the split.

By Mr. COBURN

:

Question. Is there any difference now that slavery has been abolished ?

Answer. No, sir. The doctrines and discipline, and very generally the usage and
economy, are the same—some verbal difterences.

Question. Have they restored the old article in relation to slavery ?

Answer. The Southern Church f

Question. Yes.
Anmver. No, sir.

Question. What is, then, the difference between the churches now; is it a question
of loyalty or disloyalty, or democracy or republicanism ? Is it political, or is it relig-
ious, in other words ; that is what I want to bring your mind to ?

Answer. I think it is both ; it is a mixed question. At the general conference; after
the surrender, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the general conference rccjuested
the bench of bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church to confer with the bishops of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and propose terms of union. The bishops of
the Methodist Church South threw themselves upon the old issues and rejected the
overture. At the last session of tlie general conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church a commission was appointed to meet the general conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church South, and again projjose formal terms of union. Bishop Jaynes and
Dr. Harris were the commissioners. They met the general conference in Memphis ; they
Avere received very cordially, but the announcement was made and concurred in by the
general conference that it was essential for the existence of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South to have two separate organizations. •

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. That was in the conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Had they not, before the war, had a very great and excited controversy in
the courts, and in the Supreme Court of the United States, in regard to the division of
the property between the two organizations ?

Answer. Yes, sir. As soon as the general conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South was organized they instituted proceedings in the courts for their por-
tion of the funds of the church, and they had to prosecute in the States where the
property v>as held.

Question. I merely want to show that there was a controversy between the two
churches before there were any political troubles. Was that not really the first blow
against the arch of the union that occurred in the whole history of the matter ?

Ansiver. It was a very heavy blow.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You were going on to make a statement in regard to the case of Blair.

Answer. Yes, sir. Here is the affidavit in that case. (See " C," attached to this testi-

mony, page 148.) He was taken from his house—from his father, mother, brother, and
sisters—and whipped ; his legs were slit open on three sides on his thighs ; the calves
of his legs were slit open on two sides ; the bottoms of his feet were slit open ; and
then there were cuts made across both legs.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Cuts with a knife ?

Ansiver. With some sharp-cutting instrument.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Where did he live ?

Answer. In Madison County, near the little town of Vienna, on the Tennessee River.
It was done by disguised men.

Question. Was he a preacher ?

Answer. No, sir; he was a laboring man. He was thrown into spasms. He was
brought into Huntsvilleon a stretcher, carried into the grand-jury room, and exhibited
to the grand jury. He was subject to violent spasms, and about three months after
he died in one of those spasms.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Had he been subject to spasms before ?

Ansxver. No, sir ; he was a healthy boy.
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By Mr. Blair :

QuesUon. What was he whipped for ?

Ansnier. I do not know ; there was nothinfif alleged against him. The parties were

all identified by the family, and they were all sworn to before the grand jury.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did they indict them ?

Answer. It was reported that they were all indicted. It was before the United States

court, under the civil-rights bill.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Have they been tried yet ?

AnswiT. No, sir. There never lias been one of them tried in that court. I think

there were some thirty-three indictments, as I learned from the foreman of the grand

jury, and from one of his colleagues ; and seven of those indictments were fpr man-
slaughter and murder in the first degree. Judge Charlton, the foreman of the grand

jury, came to Huutsville to investigate, and told me he would go to the bottom of the

affaiV, as but two had been arrested, and they were illicit distillers. Before Judge
Charlton reached his home in Summerville he was clandestinely murdered, in Decatur,

in the night, seven buck-shot entering his body.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Did you say that difficulty arose out of some illicit transactions in distil-

ling.?

Answer. No, sir. I said but two of the party had been arrested, and they were illicit

distillers.

"By the Chairman :

Question. Two of those against whom indictments were found ?

Answer. Yes, sir, of the thirty-odd.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have any of those parties who were indicted at that time been arrested at

all?
Ansica: No, sir. Their names are not on the marshal's books at all. There have

been no capiases issued, and consequently no arrests and no trial.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. This was in the United States court ?

Answe): Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trusip :

Question. How long ago?
Answer. A year ago last fall.

Question. Do youknovv the reason why they have not been prosecuted ?

Answer. I think our courts in Alabama are a farce; not only a farce, but a mockery.
Question. The United States courts ?

Answer. I think all of them put together are.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was it in the district or the circuit coirrt of the United States, or do you

know I What judge was on the bench ?

Answer. Judge Busteed.
Question. Was any other judge sitting with him?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Then it was the district court ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I think there are three judicial districts, Mobile, Montgomery,
and Iluntsville.

Question. You mean three places of holding the United States court?

Answer. Yes, sir. I hold in my hands written statements of outrages sworn to.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do you know the parties ?

Answer. I know a large number of them.

By the Chairman :

Question. State what cases you know.
Answer. Here is the affidavit of Mary Carapbcl (sec " D, " attached to this testimony,

page 149,) in the case of William Campbell, lu^r husband.
Question. Do you know the facts of the occurrence there set forth?

Anmcer. Yes, sir.
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Question. State them.
Ansiver. He resided in this Big Cove that I have referred to, in Madison County. Ke

was shot in the night, five times, by disgnised men ; once in the presence of his wife, and
once the pistol was reached around her to shoot him.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Let us understand. You say you know all these factg. Of course you can
give the information you have got. How do you know of this transaction ?

Answer. I was in the neighborhood, and pa.ssed through.
Question. You were not present at the shooting ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. You know what you have heard others say ?

Answer. I was not an eye-witness of it.

Question. What you know about it is from information from others ?

Ansicer. I was in the neighborhood ; I saw the widow of the murdered man ; I was
in the neighborhood, and I heard the people who buried him talk of the occurrence.

Question. As you jirocced with each case consecutively, it will save time if you will

state what you are testilying to of your own knowledge, and what on information
from others.

Answer. This man Campbell was shot and murdered.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Who was he ?

Ansiuer. A colored man ; an industrious, hard-working man, living on a plantation.

Question. Was he j)romiueut in any way ?

Answer. Quite so ; he was killed just before the election.

Question. Was he prominent as a republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; as a republican among the colored men. Prior Turuer, of Hunts-
ville, was shot. I did not see the shooting ; I saw the man, and saw his wounds, and
I saw the case as it was brought before the grand jury.

Question. Who was he ?

Answer. A citizen of Huutsville ; a very hard-working, industrious colored man.
Question. Had he any xn'ominence?
A^iswer. Quite considerable.

Question. As a republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; as a republican and as a man.

By the Chaikm.vn :

Question. When did that occur ? ^

Answer. The date is in this paper. (See " E," attached to this testimony, page 150.)

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You do not yourself recollect ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I recollect the year ; it was in 1868.

By the Chairman :

Question. In regard to all those cases in reference to which you have submitted
affidavits, have you made such ijavestigation as to satisfy you that the statements made
are substantially correct ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am perfectly sanguine of that.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. In whose handwriting are these affidavits ? I notice that they are all in

one hand writing.

Answer. They, are in the handwriting of Mr. Wager, the Bureau agent at Huuts-
ville. Here are two cases that occurred on one plantation. (See "F," attached to this

testimony, page 151.) I had the statement from the gentleman himself, t)vo morn-
ings after they were whipped, and I saw one of the men. Seven were whipped in one
night on the plantation of Mr. David Bush ;

seven were whipped, three were shot, and
one was murdered. I was taken to see him; he was lacerated all over, and his body
l^unctured with some four or five bullets. He was living when I saw him, but died a
few days after.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Did he make any statement to you while in this dying condition ?

Answer. I talked with him.
Question. What did he say ?

Ansiver. He said there were some thirty or forty disguised men who came into liis

house, took his gun and broke it, took him out one side and beat him, and then shot

him, and persons on the plantation carried him in.

Question. At the time he made this statement was he in the prospect of death ?
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Ansiver. Yi"j, sir; right iu tlie jaws of death.

Question. He made that statement with the uuderstauding that his wounds were
mortal '?

Answ& . Yes, sir ; and it was concurred in by Mr. Bush, who saw some of the parties

whippe'i. They were all on his plantation and they scattered in every direction.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. How many do you saj'^ were whipjied at the same time?
Answer. There were seven whipped, three shot, and one killed, named Williams.
Que-^tion. Did Williams identify any of the men who did it ?

Answer. No, sir ; he did not know any of them.

By the Chairman :

Question. Does this embrace the number of persons whose affidavits you are in pos-
session of, and which cases you have examined so as to be satisfied that these state-

ments are correct?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. State whether your attention has been directed to the number of persons
in various counties who have been subjected to these outrages, and if you have made
a summary of how many they are, including those you have mentioned in your
testimony.

Answer. It would be very difficult for me to tell, as I have traveled over nearly every
county north of Montgouierj', in my saddle ; with the cares of my church resting on my
mind, it would have been very difficult for me to have recorded all the numerous in-

stances that came to my knowledge. I was careful to keep a record in my diary of what
I regarded as authentic, and to put down none that I regarded as doubtful.

Question. Taking the various counties, give us a summary of what you have so r(?-

corded; you need not give the names.
Answer. I have taken down Madison, Jackson, Limestone, Morgan, Blount, and

Marshall Counties.
Question. Give a summary of the result of your examination, beginning first with

Madison County.
Answer. At the time I was getting out of the way I got into the creek and got my

book wet, so that the entries are somewhat blurred ; in Madison County there were
sixty-one cases.

Question. Between what dates?
Answer. From 1868 to 1871.

By Mr. CoBUUX

:

Question. Do you mean including 1871 up to this time ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have there been any in 1871 ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are going on now, or were when I left home. They were
raiding constantly. In Jackson County were forty cases.

By the Chairman :

Question. Between the same dates ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were seven killed in Madison among the sixty-one cases. In
Limestone County were thirty-six cases, of whom six were killed.

Question. The six are included in the thirty-six?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. How about Jackson ?

Answer. There were thirtj'-one punished and six killed there. In Blount County
seventy-one were punished; six killed; in Marshall County there were seventy-six
puuisiied and seven killed; in Morgan County liftj'-seven were punished and eight
killed.

,

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. Have you the names in that memoraudum-boRk
Answer. Not all in all the counties; some have been blurred or obliterated so that I

have been compelled to transfer them.

By Mr. Van Tuump :

Question. How came you to state awhile ago that there were forty cases in Jackson
County ?

Answer. I made a mistake.
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By Mr. COBURN

:

Question. Were these more violent cases of outrage perpetrated by what are called

Ku-Iviux or disguised men ?

Answer. In every instance I have recorded there it has been by disguised men ; I have
recorded no other instances.

By Mr. Van Trump
Question. Is this your original memorandum-book or a transcript ?

Answer. I have had some of my manuscripts burned, when my house was burned, and
I had to take some of these from scraps as I gathered them or had them in my possession.

Question. Then this is but a transcript from the original memorandum ?

Ansxoer. Yes, sir ; and some additions made here.

Question. How does it happen that this all appears to be written at one time ?

Answer. I stated that I drew it from rough memoranda and manuscript.
Question. Then there is no ]iart of this bwk which is original memoranda?
Answer. No, sir ; but I assert that it is a true copy of what I gathered as I traveled

thorough the country.
Question. Did you take down the first easy of all that you heard of when you went

to Alabama ?

Answer. I did not take them down for some little time.
Question. After how long a time ; how many cases had occurred and come to your

knowledge before you began to make a record of them?
Anstve)'. On my return from my refugeeing in the mountains ; I then began to keep

a memorandum in regard to certain localities.

Question. In what year did this refugeeing condition of things occur?
Answer. It was a few days after the presidential election.

Question. Wheu did you go to Alabama?
Ausirer. In the autumn after the surrender; but there was no Ku-Klux then.

Question. There was no disturbance of any kind ?

Ansicer. Not at all.

Question. You went there as a gospel minister ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. And from 1865 to when was there entire harmony and peace ?

Answer. Up to near the presidential election, or during the spring and the summer
preceding.

Question. And it was at that period that you were a refugee ?

Answer. Yes, su- ; after the j)residential election I was two months in the mountains,
and after that I commenced making a record, and then I recorded the facts.

Question. How long prior to that presidential election did these things begin to

occur ?

Answer. They commenced about March and April.

Question. Seven or eight mouths prior to the presidential election, then ?

Ansicer. Yes, sii'.

Question. And you did not commence to make memoranda or to keep any record of
these things iintil two or three months after the election?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Nearly a year passed, then, before you begau to think it was your duty to

keep a record of the state of things in Alabama ?

Answer. Not that length of time.

Question. Well, some nine months ?

Answe): Yes, sir.

Question. Did these things occur- frequently prior to the presidential election ?

Answer. Quite frequently.
Question. Why did it not strike you that you ought to keep a memorandum of those

things ?

Answer. I do not think of any particular reason ; men do some things without auy
particular reason for tliem ; but it began to occur to me that they were so frequent that
I would look after them aud keep a memorandum of them.

Question. That is, two or three mouths after the presidential election, and after all the
excitement which that election would uaturally produce everywhere iu the country
had begun to pass away, you then began to think it was time to make a memorandum
of these things ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I wUl say this : that I regard that as a very moderate estimate for

the State.

Question. It does not come up to the facts, then ?

Answer. I think it a very moderate estimate for these reasons : I heard of whippings
and hangings iu different places, many that I have not recorded there.

Question. In these special counties ?

Ansicer. O, yes, sir.

• Question. Mui;ders which you have not recorded ?
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A7i8iver. Yes, sir ; one man hung by the name of Smith.
Question. How many more murders ?

Ansicer. There was a Mr. Francis, a school-teachei", and a blacksmith, and several

others.
Question. Why did you not put them down in this record ?

Answer. I could not testify to them, and by some means or other they escaped me,
and I would not make any fresh entry.

Question. You cannot testify positively to the facts in most of the cases on the list

here?
Answer. No, sir, I cannot positively; but they are well-attested cases that occurred

in neighborhoods through which I have traveled, and of which I have no earthly doubt.
Then there is this fact : there is such terror on the people that many are whipped and
dare not name it ; they are threatened to be murdered,,to be burned uj), to be outraged,
if they mention it.

Question. That is the reason why you think this list ife a moderate one ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How often have you held church services in Alabama, religious services ?

Answer. I cannot ttJl you.
Question. Is the number almost beyond your recollection, innumerable ?

Answer. Where I have held churches ?

Question. Yes, religious services, publicly ?

Answer. I have been a very industrious laborer.

Question. Has it been as often as once a week ?

Answer. I should think so.

Question. During these live years and eight months ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were any of your services, your public meetings, ever bi'oken up ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; in several instances I have been notified thatit would not be safe,

and I have not gone to my appointments.
Question. I know you liave testifie(i so ; now, if these men were so i^ersistent and delib-

erate in seeking your life, haAXJthey not had a number of opi)ortunities to accomplish
that result ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. At the times they have come to your meetings there has always been some
interposition of Providence, or something else, at least a remarkable array of circum-
stances by which you have escaped ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You are holding meetings there yet, are you not ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How long since you ceased.

Answer. On my return from the March and April tour I determined never to make
another tour on the circuit ; my presence in the neighborhood was a matter of terror
and alarm.

Question. Then, if I understand you, there is more tenor and a more desperate state
of things in Alaliania at this momcint than there lias been at any previous time during
thi^ live years and eight months you Iiave been in Alabama /

Ansirer. I did not say that. At the time I ceased my labors, when I made my last

tour around my district, I was in more peril than in any other I have ever made there.

Question. That was how long ago ?

Ansuer. I closed out in April. I wish to name three other circumstances that escaped
me. I hav(! been very ill. I have not been so ill befor<^ for twenty years as I have been
since I have been here, and my memory does not serve me as readily as it would imder
other circumstances. I may get things a little out of place. In the month of August,
18G9, 1 was traveling through along pieci! of woods when a rifle-bullet passed bj' my ear,

cutting through my whiskers, which were a little longer then than they are now. I
saw the smoke of a gun from behind a large oak tn.-e. I wheeled my horse and rode
up, and found a man there who was trembling and shaking.

Question. Were you alone ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Unarmed ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I came rapidly on him as he was trying to reload his gun. He
thought he was going to be killed. He knew that he deserved it, and begged piteously
for life. I made him go down to the road.

Question. You had him conipletely under your control?
Answer. Yes, sir. I carried him with me about a mile and a half, until I came into

an open lot so that I knew he could not hurt me, and then let him go. Ho gave mo
his name, but it was a fictitious one.

Question. How do you know that ?

Answer. 1 described the man to people who knew him, and a week after that he left

he country.



ALABAMA. 137

Question. Was lie clisguised theu ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Had lie any pistol or bowie-kuife about him ?

Answer. Not tbat I know of.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. He was disguised by the tree wheu he fired ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Why did you not take him before an officer of justice ?

Answer. I did not know that I should ever live to get there with a prisoner, and I

have no confidence in the courts of justice there. I would not prosecute a man ; I

would not complain of a man to a grand jury, whatever he might do.

Question. You say you have several other cases. Before I go to another jioiut you
can state them.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Before you leave this case, what did that man's real name turn out to be ?

Answer. I do uot remember his name now.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Did you know him before that ?

Answer. I had never seen him before.

Question. Could he possibly have known you ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he did ; he had been to my meetings.

By INIr. Pool :

Question. Was he a white man ?

Ansrcer. Yes, sir, he was a white man ; a slim, long-haired, hollow-eyed, sallow-look-

ing fellow. He was said to have been a very bad man through the war.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. How far from there had you preached ?

Ansiver. About five miles.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. What reason did he give for shooting at you ?

Anstcer. He said he shot at a squirrel, did not shoot at me. But that was a very open
piece, and you could see a man for two hundred yards. I was in sight at least two
hundred yards.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Where was that ?

Ansroer. In Blount County. lu the mouth of November following I was riding
through a piece of Avoods, and a man fired on me from a point of rocks, at an angle of
about four degrees; the ball just clii)ped over my shoulder, zip! I saw him get up
from behind the rock and go over across the ridge and run off.

By Mr. V^iN Trump :

Question. Did you not begin to think that if there was any time when it was iirudent
to stop your travels it was just about that time, two years ago?

Answer. I thought it was time to say my prayers.
Question. Still you kept on two years longer, or a year longer? '

Answer. Yes, sir. In the month of December, 1868, on a Friday, it was intensely
rainy, and I was unable to travel. I had twenty miles to go to reach my quarterly
meeting. I started the next morning, a little before day. The moon was shining.
About a mile from the house, at a causeway in the pike, a cap was snapped within five

j)aces of me, and a man ran oft' like a deer through the woods with his gun in his
hands.

Question. These are the three instances you wanted to state ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Now, to go back for a few moments to where you started. You say quite a
number of leading men told you tbat they would never submit to the Government,
because their slaves had been made their rulers. That is about the substance of what
you said, I believe. When was that ?

Answer. That was in the last of winter and in the spring of 1867.
Question. Were those gentlemen republicans or democrats ?

Answer. I judged from the general tone of their conversation that they were demo-
crats.

Question. Were you not acquainted with them?
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Armver. No, sir ; I had never seen them before.

Question. How many gentlemen of that sort, jirominent leading men, spoke to you in

that way 1

Ansirer. I should suppose, scattered over the distance I traveled, a dozen.

Question. Was it on any particular trip that you were making in your religious

vocations, or was it on several trips ?

Ansurr. It Avas on a trip for oye single purpose, to distribute the moneys belonging

to iiiG different presiding elders and the preachers under them.
Question. Then it was on that trip, for that piu'pose, that these men told you these

things ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In what county or counties did it occur ?

Answa: I should siippos'e, as I was traveling through the country, (I made no par-

ticular record of it,) that it was in Calhoun, Tallapoosa, Talladega, and various other

counties. I do not know that I could name them all, for I was traveling zigzag over

the country.
Question. These men were strangers to you as you were passing through there?

Aihswe.r. Yes, sir ; total strangers.

Question. How did you happen to stop and get into conversation with them ?

Ansicer. I was traveling and put up with them over night ; introduced myself as a

Methodist j)reacher, and during the conversations we ha^^ these matters were spoken of

very freely, as they were uppermost in their minds.
Q_uestio7i. Do you say that you do not know the name of a single man of all those

who made that declaration to you?
Ansu-e?: No, sir ; I do not now know the name of one of them ; I made no record of

their names.
Question. Did it not strike you with surprise that they should make such declarations ?

Ansicer. Somewhat so.

Question. Why did you not keep a record of that state of facts as you did of these

others? You had your book with you?
Answer. I had a diary.

Question. You did not make that record?
Anstce): No, sir.

Question. You did not know their names ?

Anstcer. I knew tbeir names at the time, but in the crowd of matters that have come
up in the years since then their names have been crowded out of my memory.

Question. You knew their names at the time ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. .How nuiny instances of that sort occurred?
Answer. I should suppose in the neighborhood of a dozen.

Question. And not a single name can you recall now ?

Answer. There is this to be said : I should hesitate some time before I would give a

name under the circumstances, though I state positively that I do not remember a

name. ]>ut if I did I .should hesitate a little, because I might embarrass the position

of those men if this evidence should come out.

Question. You would fear for those men ?

Answer. I would fear for those men.

By Mr. Pool.

:

Question. You do not expect to go back there?
Answer. I have virtually resigned my relation to that district, and so notified my

bishop, and he has virtual! j'^ released me, though I still hold the relation to my confer-

ence and district.

By Mr. V.vn Trump :

Question. I understood you to say that, notwithstanding those gentlemen were stran-

gers to you and you to them, they said there was an organization that would regulate

this whole matter?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And that you asked how it was to be done, and they said that a man would
drop (lead here and another there, a«d so numerous would be the cases of that sort

that it would overwhelm and overawe the judiciary of the country. That was about
the sultstance of what you said ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is about the substance.
Question. And when you got back to Huntsville from that same trip, you first heard

of the Ku-Klux organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And you heard with amazement of an organization that corresponded ex-

actly with what those men said was to be ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How long were you on that trip ?

Answer. I traveled six hundred and lifty miles in my saddle, over bad roads.
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Quesiion. Yon were not on a prcacliing tour, but stopped to distribute documents ?

Aiifiwer. To distribute funds.
Question. Did you get back in the course of five or six weeks?
Answer. I cauiiot state the time. I was busy during the whole time. I do -not re-

member the exact time. I was very active.

Question. Have you any idea of about wluit time it was ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Can you give us the date when you started on that trip ?

Anstver. It was about the middle of February, 1867.

Question. You are distinct in your recollection about that ?

Answer. I am pretty distinct about that.

By Mr. Pooi.

:

Question. How was your house burned ?

Answer. It was burned with fire, and very rapidly, too.
Question. Who burned it ? State the circumstances.
Answer. I was not at home at the time. It was reported to have taken fire by acci-

dent, and yet it was very mysterious.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In the city of Huntsville ?

Avsiver. Yes, sir ; no assistance was rendered, and my family reported to me, and so did
the teachers. I obtained assistance from the church, and some aid from the bureau,
and built a very fine seminary of learning, which cost about $10,000, for the education
of teachers ; a normal school in Huntsville. My house had been the house of the
teachers, and they informed me, when I got home, that the jieople would laugh and
jeer, and not lift a finger to help, and said that all they regretted was that the whole
damn nest of nigger preachers and teachers was not burned up with the house.

Question. This is the information you got after you got back ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Who said that ?

Answer. The crowd that came around

By Mr. Van Tijump :

Question. What time of day?
Answer. Early'in the morning.
Question. After the people had all arisen from their slumbers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Your family were at home?
Answei: Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was it the seminary that was burned?
Answer. No, sir; a private house.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was there any fire-engine in Huntsville ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they did uot get there in time.
Question. They did come ?

Answer. Yes, sir; but the building was too far gone.
Question. You thought they were rather slow coming? That is your general impres-

sion?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression. I Avill state one fact more. There have been

six churches burned in my district by incendiaries, and four of them—three colored and
one white—within the space of four Aveeks preceding the congressional election last
summer. Here is a description of the shooting into my house, of which I spoke. [See
"G." attached to tliis testimony, page 153.] And here is a notice of the action of
Governor Lindsay. I merely name it.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Does that relate to the shooting into your house ?

Answer. No, sir.

The paragraph is as follows

:

"From the Huntsvillo Advocate, May 27, 1871.

"The governor at last has offered $200 reward each for Howell Jones and Geo. Blan-
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cett, charged, as disguised men, \rith whipping Wm. Harper in Jackson County ahout
one month ago. Also $200 each for James and Preston Lewellen, H. C. Lawless, Geo.
Wann, and Burn Barber, charged (as disguised men) with killing Sam'l Cates on 25th
January."]

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How does that relate to the testimony you have given ?

Answer. I only showed it to you, as I thought we were about closing out 'my testi-

monj', to show how matters are going on in Alabama.
QnesUon. If you want to have it in yoiu- testimony
Ansiver. I do not know anything about it.

By the CnAiiiMAisr

:

Question. You know nothing about it ?

Aiisiver. No, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You do not admire Governor Lindsay very much.
Answer. He is a verj gentlemanly, fair-minded man. I showed that to show that

Governor Lindsay is making some efforts to stop these things.

Question. I understood you to offer it in a very different light.

Ansitcr. No, sir.

Question. You said you handed it to me to show how things were done. I supposed
it was a sort of criticism on Governor Lindsay's acts.

Answer, No, sir; I intended it the other way entirely.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What is this paper, the Huntsville Advocate?
Ansicer. It is a republican paper, and a very prudent, cautious sheet. I introduced

this to show that Governor Lindsay was taking some pains and making some efforts to

ferret out and arrest this state of affairs.

By Mr. Van Trump:

Question. I merely misai)prehended your object.

Answer. That was my object.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What knowledge have you from general information as to whetlier any
school-houses have been destroyed or attacked in Alabama dming the time covered by
your testimony?

Answer. I have passed the rnius of probably a half dozen colored school-houses that
have been burned.

Question. In your district?

Answer. In my district
;
yes, sir.

Question. Have you heard of any others being burned ; I mean have you been credibly
informed so by persons in the neighborhood '?

Ansicer. I think that has occurred in almost every portion of North Alabama ; I am
not so M'ell acquainted in South Alabama, but I think it has occurred pretty generally
throughout North Alabama.

Question. How was it understood that these school-houses had been burned ?

Answer. By incendiaries; by persons opposed to the education of the colored people.
Question. Did it appear whether any of the persons who burned them were in dis-

guise ?

Answer. It was not known ; they were burned in the night clandestinely.
Question. Was that the case with the churches ?

Ansu'er. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there any marked hostility exhibited toward school-teachers ?

Answer. Very great hostility.

Question. In all the cases you have mentioned, I believe you have specified one or two
instances of outrages committed upon school-teachers ; were any of the others school-

teachers, so far as you know ?

Answer. None of those I have named. A white man in Morgan County was beaten
and driven off.

Question. When was that ?

Jh.si(7.-. That Avas in the fall of 1S6S. I thiuk there has been a verj- deep-settled

opposition and hostility to the education of the colored people; but I think we are
improving in that respect ; I think that opposition is greatly weakened, and that there
is a better feeling on that subject.

Question. What is yoiu' opinion of other portions of the State in regard to the destruc-

tion of churches? I believe you have spoken upon that point exclusivclj' in regard to

your own district.
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Answer. I bave heard of a great many others; I have no evidence of it except from
newspapers and from general report.

Question. From your communications with the church ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How were those churches generally built ?

Ansicer. Some of them were built preceding the division, and belonged to the old
Methodist Episcox^al Church, and by the division fell to the Methodist Episcopal Church
South.

By Mr. Van Truimp :

Question. How did you get possession of them ?

Answer. In many instances the whole congregation came over to ns, and as they were
not occupied by anybody else, we occupied them.

Question. Was there any conflict between different congregations in regard to getting
possession of churches ?

Answer. Not one of those which has been burned in my district. The white church
I referred to, as one of the four burned last summer, was built by the citizens within
the last three years.

By Mr. STEVENSON

:

Question. By the congregation after it was organized ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and so with regard to all the colored school-houses. You will have
to make a little allowance ; our churches there are sometimes very crude aifairs.
They are built up of rude, crude logs ; and what they would call boards we would call
staves.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Clap-boards, we call them in Ohio ?

Answer. Yes, sir : and from $40 and $."30 to $75 would build one of them. And the
eolored people would -put up very crude, log-pens for school-houses, that would be
worth $25 or $30 ; but they would answer their purpose.

Question. The colored people put them up themselves ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. All the houses down there, as a general rule, are not very substantial ?

Answer. They are very crude.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Does it not happen occasionally in that wild country that these churches
are used at night by travelers passing through ?

Ansiver. Not there ; they are not on the roads traveled. What you have said is the
case to a very great extent, but not in regard to the colored churches ; I have never
kuown travelers to put up in them. In the South they have no jiublic houses in the
country, and those eugaged in teaming'" generally go prepared to camp out, carrying
their own provisions, which they prefer, and sto}) nowhere at private houses, unless it

is a stormj^ nigbt, or something of that sort.

Question. In such cases, I suj)iiose, they frequently avail themselves of the shelter of
the churches ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; if in the neighborhood of them.
Question. And in that way their destruction occasionally occurs ?

Ansiver. That was not the case in either of these instances, because they were not on
roads where they traveled.

Question. There must be travelers all through the country ?

Answer. There were no travelers there when they were burned.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Did you ever hear their destruction, in any case, attributed to that cause
by anybody ?

, Answer. Never.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Were any churches burned of any other denomination ?

Answer. No^ sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. While on the subject of burning, let me inquire of you with regard to the
burning of your own house. You said the lire in yoiu- house occurred in the morniu"- ?
A uswer. Yes, sir.

°

Question. About what time ?

Answer. I am not positive whether it was at 12 o'clock or soon after breakfast ; it
was either soon after dinner or soon after breakfast.

Question. After people were all up and at their business ?
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Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What members of your family -were there ?

An.Twtr. I think but two members, my wife and only daughter, and the teachers;

probably four teachers were stopping at the house.

Question. Where did the fii'o occur; in what part of the building? Some of the
members of the family must have noticed.

Answer. It was first seen breaking out of a window ; the fire had extended so far

they could not tell exactlj' where it began.
Question. It was a very rapid conflagration from the first moment it was discovered ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was it a wood or a brick house ?

Answer. All of our buildings there are principally of this fat pine ; there was a wind
blowing, and it went like tinder.

Question. Will you state here as a witness that you have any idea that house was
fired by an incendiary ?

Answer. I have no settled opinion myself upon that subject. There were suspicions,

but I give the best construction ; I do not believe it was.
Question. Huntsville is quite a large town ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you live in a thickly-populated part of the town ?

Answer. No, sir ; I was near the square, where there were but few buildings: there
were vacant lots around me.

Question. Nobody could have got up into the upper story of that building and set fire

to it that morning without some member of the family knowing it ?

Answer. They might have come in from the rear, but I do not regard it in'obable.

By the Chairm.vn :

Question. You give it as your opinion that it was not burned by an incendiary?
Answer. I give it as my opinion that it was not.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. I notice in this account in the paper [" G," attached to this testimony,
page 15:^,] of the shot fired into your house, that " one of the upper panes of the ui)per
sash of tlie bow window was broken " by tlie shot ; was that so ?

Answer. The window was on a line with the street, and the firing was in a direct

line with the fireplace in the room. The shot struck over the center of the window,
covering the whole window down to the center.

Question. None of the sliot were lower down ?

Answer. I think there was one al)ont six inches below the center, and then from that
ranging up to the top of the window.

Question. That would all be above the head of a person standing, would it not ?

Answer. No, sir ; it would have struck me standing.

Question. If you had Tx-en directly at the window ?

Answer. If I had been direclly at the window, and standing, it might have struck me.
Question. They ranged up. did tliey?

Answer. Yes, sir; they rather ranged up and struck in the wall rather high; I think
but one struck the ceiling above the wall.

Question. The shot ranging upward ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the house was a little up above the level of the street.

Question. The statement in the ])aper goes on to say that this shot evidently was not
intended to kill, because of its being fired at such an elevation.

Answer. You will have to take that description with some grains of allowance.

By Iklr. Van Trump :

Question. Why ?

By Mr Blair:

Question. What I want to get at are the actual facts of the case, because those facts

fell under your own observation, as you were there in the room, and saw where the shot
strutlv, and the course and direction they took. It was impossible to have struck a per-

son witli that shot, unless ho was standing directly at the window, because they struck
high on llie window and ranged upward?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Now, in arguing from that fact, this newspaper says that it was either fired

by a very bad marksman
Answer. Yes ; or that he did not intend to kill. There is another paper, I tliink, that

has an account of it.

Question. Tliat is a fact to which I wish to draw your attention. You say there waa
a light in the window, and from the description which you gave of it, it is evident
that a person could be seen through the window although the blinds were closed. Did
you not say that ? •
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Jnswer. No, sir : you could uot see a person
;
you could sec the light.

Question. What I Avauted to get at was whether it was a natural inference, to be
drawn from all the.surrounding circumstances, that the shot was calculated rather to
alaru] you than to injure you.

^Inswer. The fact that persons were in the rear with guns at "i^reseut arms," the
aim of the gun tired, and the report they circulated subsequently that I was killed, all
forced the conclusion upon ray mind that the intention was to kill me. It is a well-
known fact with all marksmen—perhaps you are not so well acquainted with hunting
as some are—that in shooting in the niglit, all men, uuless they are experts, always
shoot over. In shooting at a deer in the night, or at a turkey, or at anything of that
sort, a marksman is pretty sure to shoot over unless he is an expert, and allows for the
darkness of the night. I account for the shooting over iu that way.

Question. You think it was intended to take your life?

Ansircr. I believe it was intended to take my life ; and from the subsequent fact that
I was notitied to leave the place. :

(Jnesiion. Now, do you think it is a rational thing iu a man who really had any desiguj
to take your life, to shoot simply where he saw a'light, and where he could not see!
your person ?

Anstccr. 1 had been seated there until? o'clock—until after night-fall.
Question. The sjjot could not have hit you where you had been seated ?

Answer. The marksman shot over.
Question. You assume that a mau who really designed to take your life would shoot

where he had seen you' some hours*previously, simply because he saw a light there "?

Answer. Not some hours.
Question. How loug before ?

Anstver. Not exceeding sixty minutes.
Question. That is an hour ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you think that a iierson, who had any serious design to take a man's
life, would act in that way?

Answer. I do not wish to argue the subject; but, as you argue the question, I will say
that the tact that I had been seated there until after dark, that my liglit remained
there the same after the curtains were drawn, they could not see me, but they could
see the light ; the tiring of the gun after those fruitless attemj)ts, and snapping three
caps, the position of the meniu the yard with guns at " present aruis," the only points of
egress from the house being guarded, the announcement made that I had " gone uii," all

that to me was evidence that they were making an attempt cfu my life.

Question. I simply want to get your oi)iniou of the matter uuder the circumstances ?

Ansu-er. One remark ; that statement in the paper is not a faithful statement of the
facts. Mr. Clay, the editor of tha't paper, is a very heated, strong partisan ; remarkably
so. You see he makes a remark there not favorable to me. He has been a most mortal
and bitter enemy of me and my friends, and several very scurrilous and low-down
articles iu regard to me and my family have appeared iu his paper.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You still say he does state the facts ?

Answer. He states facts, but he throws in the remark that the man who fired the
shot was a bad marksman, or had no design to kill me.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. How wide was the street there?
Answer. I suppose the space between the house and the street is three feet, and from

the appearance and position of the man who fired the shot, he was about the middle
of the street. The soiled wadding of the gun was found at a point that indicated that
he was in the middle of the street.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Did you hear the caps snapjied?
Ansiver. Distinctly.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Suppose you had been seated at the window, where you had before been
sitting, judging from the position where the man was, and where the shot struck, how
high above your head would the shot have passed ?

Answer. About three feet ?

Question. He would have missed you, then, by about three feet ?

Ansiver. Y^es, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Is it very rational to suppose that a man would continue to sit at the win-
dow when he heard three caps exjiloded in the street, in that way ?
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Answer. I was not sitting at the window.
Question. Well, arguing from the real occurrences as you suppose them to be;

here is a man deliberating murder; he snaps three caps at a closed window. Is it na-
tural to suppose that the man would believe that his victim would remain seated or
standing at a window at which he was attempting to fire his gun ?

Answer. I do not know how that is. The first caj) startled me.
Question. What did you do?
Answer. I hesitated ; I was conversing, and I did not wish to show any alarm to my

family. The second cap snapped, a very short space of time afterwards, as soon as a
man could re-cap a gun. I remarked, " That is the crack of a whip ; " boys very fre-

quently crack whips on a street they are traveling upon. Not hearing any footfalls or
any wagons glassing, my mind was agitated. The third explosion was a faint one ; the
cap seemed to be a little defective. "0!"said I, "it is nothing but the crack of a
whip." The family was all anxious, looking at me ; there were several persons pre-
sent ; and then the gun exploded.

By the Chairman :

Question. Upon the supposition that the shot discharged at your house would not
have efiect, was it not reasonable to supj)ose that you would go either to the front
door or to the back door of the house ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it would be very reasonable to suppose so.

Question. You say there were two i>ersons at the bgck door, with guns. Had the per-

son in front any confederate v/ijh him, did j*ou learn ?

Ansicer. Nothing more than vague report ; it was reported that there was quite a
little crowd of them, and they ran oft' up the street. But I have no knowledge of those
facts, for I did not go to the front or to the rear.

Question. Had you appeared at the front door, you would have been in range of a gun
in the street ?

Ansivcr. Yes. sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did it never occur to you that the purpose of popping those cai^s was to
draw you out of the house ?

Answer. They reported, with an oath, " that the damned old fusee would'nt go off.

"

By Mr. Van TRU>rp

:

Question. Would a man-know beforehand whether the thing would go off' or not ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did it never occur to you that the popping of those caps was for the pur-

pose of getting you to go to the door, or to the window, to draw aside the curtains and
disclose yourself?

Ansu-er. I think they intended to fii'e the first time, biit they missed every time until

the fourth cap.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Is it not true iu regard to shooting, that if a man makes two or three fail-

ures, it affects bis ners'cs, and is apt to make him shoot wild ?

Answer. Always.
Question. How did the ground lie outside ?

Answer. Perfectly level from the house to the street, and the street was on a level

with the sidewalk.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You could tell pretty accurately where the man stood by tracing the line

and range of the shot ; that is, an ordinary sized person? In foct, that would bring

you to the exact spot, would it not ?

Answer. I think I ascertained the exact spot where he stood when he fired.

Question. How far from the window was it?

Answer. About twenty jiaces.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. I do not know that it is very proper, and I am not very willing to ask a wit-

ness his own oi)inion of his own mental or moral organization; but ri^ht here I will

ask, do you not think that you are a man of very hasty and strong suspicions ?

Answer. *No, sir ; I think I am the very opposite.

Question. You say you think the intention was to kill you, because directly afterward

it was bruited through the town that you had been shot?
Anstver. Yes, sir.
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Question. Do yon moan to say that these men ran ont and said they had killed you ?

Ausicer. I do not know who told it.

Question. From your position in the community, from the very fact that it was known
that you had been shot at in your house, it would be said that you had been killed ?

Ansivcr. I do not know who reported it.

Question. You say that the reason why yon believe it was intended to kill you was
that it was reported that you had been killed.

Answer. I merely referred to that as only one circumstance.
Question. Do yon mean by that to infer that these men said they had killed you ?

Ansioer. I do not know that I intended such an inference as that.

Questioti. Then what connection has that report with the matter?
Answei: The probabilities are that there were no other reporters there than the par-

ties who fired the shot and their coadjutors.
Question. I see that is your impression—that they went out and reported that they

had killed yon ; is that natural for criminals to do f

Answer. A great many things are natural in Alabama that would not be elsewhere.
Question. These were not disguised men?
Answer. I do not know ; I did not see them.
Question. Somebody saw two men ?

Aiiswm: Tliey were not disguised; I stated that.
Question. The inference is that those two were companions of these other men ?

Answer. I should suppose they were accomplices.
Question. And if it was so, it was as necessary for them to be disguised as for the men

who fired. Then your mind docs run in this suspicious line, that these men announced
that you were killed, and, therefore, you thought it was intended by them to kill you.
Is not that the current of your mind on this subject ?

Answei: 1 stated this : that in view of all the facts, what occurred then and what
followed afterward, my being warned to leave the place, all led me to believe that an
attempt was made on my life. That was the light I put it in ; and I do not know that
I have any reason to change it.

Question. I do not know that you are unreasonable in supposing that they intended
to take your life.

Answer. That is my view of it.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. I see by the accoiant in the paper that this occuri-ed November 10, 1868.
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was that the night of the political meeting ?

Answer. No, sir ; the meeting occurred the 30th of October, I think.
Question. Did they fire on your house on the day of election ?

Answer. A little after the election.

Question. While the excitement of the election still prevailed?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. From the state of feeling in the community at that time, is it yonr judgment
that if the Ku-Klux had succeeded in killing you. they would have considered it a mer-
itorious act or otherwise ; wonld they havebeen likely to brag about it ?

Answer. I think it would have been an event of exultation and pleasure to them.
Question. A question on another subject : I want to know whether it is your im-

pression that these acts of Jiostility toward tlie Methodist Episcopal Churcli in Alabama
have been committed by members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South ? Your
testimony here might possibly be subject to that inference, and I want to know
whether you intend that.

'

Answer. I have made no such statement.
Question. I know yon have not ; but I want to know if you intend to convey that

impression.
Answer No, sir ; I say this, and I mean it, that the Methodist Episcopal Church

South is intensely bitter and hostile toward the Methodist Episcopal Church.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. A little unchristian feeling on botli sides ?

Answer. I do not think there is on our side.

Question. It is perfectly right on your side ?

Answer. So far as I know.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Have there been, so far as you know, any such acts committed upon their
houses or persons ?

Answer. Not an instance that I know of or ever heard of.

Question. By nobody there ?

Answer: No, sir.

10
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A.

State of Alabama, Counti/of Madison:

Ou this Irith day of August, 1869, personally appeared before me, Lewis M. Douglass,
judge of jirobateia aud for the county aud State aforesaid, M. B. Sullivan, minister of
Metiiodist E. Church, resident of Marshall County, State of Alabama, who, being duly
sworn, deposes and says that, on or about the 23d day of February, 1869, while attend-
ing to the duties of my office or ministration, in traveling from Mr. Cooper's, near
Deposit, in Marshall Couuty, State of Alabama, to Mr. Willis Stephens's, iu the same
county, ou road from Mr. Cooper's to Fearen's Ferry, I was met by a man who was
walking, a stranger to me then and since, who spoke to me, saying, '• Are you the min-
ister vAio preaches in this settlement f I replied, " I am." He then stated to me
he was in search of me, to tell me that my life was in danger ; that on the third Sunday
in the month the Ku-Jvlux had watched the road leading from Fearen's Ferry to McHar-
den's for me ; also, ftiat Rash Furgerson had watched the road leadihg from the church
to the ferry to see which way I did go. to inform theKu-Klux of it. He would not tell

his naii>e ; said he was a friend of mine, and if it was known that he had warned me
his life would be in danger. He left me then. After going about one mile aud over, I

met a colored man who said his name was Burton, and he gave me the same warning
that the unknown white man had. When I reached Mr. Willis Stephens's house, I there
repeated that which the two men had told me, aud Mr. Stephens said that the colored
man wati believed to be truthful, and that they could not tell certainly who the white
man was, but that I must be careful of myself. Mr. Stephens said he had seen the
man Rash Furgerson riding by his house, going and coming to and from the direction

of the churcli on that Sunday ; that he had stopped aud talked with him.
About Friday, 9th of April, 1869, while traveling on the Warrenton and Gadsden

road, near Warrenton, iu Marshall County, Alabama, I heard the explosion of a gmi-
cap, on the right-hand side of the road, in the bottom, which was a marshy thicket. I

tried to see who was there, but could not get in there, the ground was so marshy ; I

could not see who the party was.
I further swear that on May the 9th, 1869, the second Sabbath of the month, I was

keeping my regular appointment at the church in the settlement of Wright's, near
Flint River. I was iu the church a few minutes before the .services commenced.
Three men came to me, saying they wanted to speak privately to me. We walked out
from the church about tliirty yards. Mr. Giles, Wm. S. Slinger, aud I think the other
one's nanu; is Mr. Moon. Mr. Giles said, '' Wc are your friends," and that they had
come there to tt^U me it was dangerous for me to preach there that day or at any other
time. If I did preach, it would cause blood to be shed; that the white citizens were
o^tposed to my in-eaching tliere; and Mr. Wm. S. Sliuger saitlthat if ht^ was to have mo
to go home with him, before lie was a week older the Ku-Klux would visit him and
drag him through the ponds and whip him. I told them that I would till this appoint-
ment, and leave it to the people to say whether I should return again. We all then
went into the church, aud I commenced services. During the services there was quite

a crowd of men aud boys outside, who, by their loud tonis of conversation and jirofaue

language, greatly annoyed and disturbedmyself anil my fellow-worshippers. At the close

of tlie services I told the congregation that I had been iuiniiue<l that tliey were opposed
to my preaching iu the church, aud desired to know their feeliugs about the matter. I

took my seat. The congregation then took a vote upon the matter. The result was
coinniuuicated to me that the greater number wished me to continue my regular ap-
pointments with them. Then they took a vote to see who was opitosed to my preach-
ing tliere, and three (one young man and two young ladies) voted that I should not
preach there, after which Mr. Giles said in a.speech that he was o])pos(;d to my preach-
ing there, as the church I was a minister of had caused the war, and that if I did, it

would cause, bad times and bloodshed in the country. The crowd outside cheered him,
some saying, '"That is right," " God damn him, do not let him come hero."

I further swear that on Tuesday night following, the 10th of May, 1869, while I was
at Henry Stephens's, four miles from Vienna, Madison County, State of Alal)ama, I was
aroused from sleep by Henry Stephens, who called my n;ime. When I raised up in bed,

J saw it w:is surrounded by men in disguise, faces masked, and persons covered with
black gown.s, having pistols in their hands pointed towards my body. Three were
there at hist and two more came iu my room. One of them said they had come to sec

me, speaking evidently in an unnatural tone of voice. One told Mr. Henry Stephens
to get my saddle-bags, when Mr. Stephens told one of his daughters to get them.
Whereupon one of the disguised men followed after hc-r, )iointing Ids pistol at her,

which, she seeing, turned back, and refused to go. Henry 8tcpl!ensthen went for them,
followed by the man, who pointed a pistol at him. When Mr. Henry Stephens re-

turued, his <laughter, Miss Nancy, caught one of the men by th(> arm, saying, '"Father,

this one is Mr. John, I think, but Van I am sure." Thereupon two of the men iKiinted

their pistols at her, saying, " Hush; John Vau is not in the crowd." One had left the
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room in the mean time, Tvliile two were examinining my sadclle-liags. They took out
of my saddle-bags two pistols and some papers, and these two men said to Mr. Henry Ste-

phens they would hold him responsible for anything that was said by him or his family.
Another one had gone out, leaving three in the room. During all this time one of them
kept a pistol pointed at me. They then came all toward me, saying, " You must go
with us," pointing their pistols at me. Mr. Stephens said, " Do not hurt him. I have
found out, on inquiry, that he is a gentleman ; if it had not been so I would not have
entertained him." One of them said, " We will bring him back to stay all night with
you." They drove me out before them, threatening to shoot me if I did not go along
quietly. When we got to the gate, they led out seven horses, covered with white
covers, to the road by me. Five got on their horses, two walking in front and making
me go before them. When we had gone about two hundred yards or more, they had
what they called a trial, charging me with being in favor of negro equality, oi" being
hired by the United States Government to preach to the negroes, and that I had not
been loyal to the Southern States during the war ; that my connections were tories to
the South. Then they held a consultation, and one said, " He is head leader of the
Northern Methodist Church ;'' he had known me for sixteen or seventeen years ; I had
a great deal of influence where I lived. He thought if best to kill me, and get me out
of the way. Another said, "Colonel, if yon think it best, we will do it." Ithink that
the one called colonel to be Colonel James Sheffield, as I recognized him by his voice,
size, and from the statements he had made there. After leaving Mr. Henry Stephens,
they spoke in their natural tones of voice. One then said, "You are a man under bad
character." I replied, "My neighbors would not say that." One said, " Who are your
neighbors?" I called over the names of several, wheu one said to another in a low
tone, " God damn him, they are the very ones who first reporterl him to us." Then one
said, "Sir, one of your neighbors is here; we will call him up, and let him tell your
character." One then left, returning with another disguised man, and the man said I
was a traitor. When he came up, these men said, " There is your neighbor," but did
not mention his name. I think his name is Dr. Dean. I knew him by his size, voice,
and shape, he being hump-shouldered, as he had been practicing in my family. Then
one of them said, " Sir, if you had taken the advice we gave you last Sabbath, you
would have saved your life." They snapi^ed their pistols at me. One said, " He may
be a good man ; do not kill him ; whip him." One cut a stick, a hickory, and ordered
me to take my coat off, which I refused to do. He then struck me twice with the
stick, and caught me, pulling off my coat. One said I was so stubborn, " we ought to
beat him to death." Another said, "Go and bring Parson Phelps." On the parson
coming, they said, " Parson, we decided ujiou killing this man," but that as they con-
cluded I was a good man, it would be wrong to kill me, but I should be whipped. The
parson said for them to give me forty licks with a club. They replied, " If j'ou say so
we will do it." Tlie parson said, " Go ahead, I will couut the licks." Then they com-
menced hitting me with the stick. I defended my head by throwing up my arms. I
do not know how mauj' times they hit me. The parson at last told them to stop, and
the one who had beat me said, "I gave him that for you ; nov.- this one for me" hitting
me over the shoulders. One of the strokes with the stick hit me on the right side,

above the forehead, breaking the bone and knocking me down on my knees. Then
anotherman said to one who was on a horse to give him the name I did not hear. He
received it, and struck at me with it. I grasped at it with my right hand, but the blow
was given with such force I could not resist it. It struck me on the breast and stom-
ach, knocking me backward some distance, and from the blow I am injured internally
very seriously. They then said if I did not start home at daylight, if what they had
given me did not kill me, they would then kill me, and that my quarterly meeting should
not be held, for they intended to kill my elder, Eev. A. 13. Lakin, so he could not hold
it; that I must preach for the Methodist Church South; work for my family weeks

;

(that they lived as close to my home as they did here, and that they inhabited the
moon;) they would kill me. They then started as if to leave me, but returned and
told me they wanted me to understand that no Methodist church could exist south of
Mason and Dixon's line but the Methodist Church South. They asked if I wanted them
to go with me back to the house with me ; I replied, " You can do as you please." They .

then said, " We will kill you if you do not acknowledge that what we have done is per-
fectly right." I replied, " Christ has decided that offenses must needs come, but woe unto
them by whom they come." They left cursing, saying, " You have preached your last
sermon." I got back to the house with much difficulty and great pain, suffering from
the treatment and whipping they gave me, reaching there ten minutes of 1 o'clock; a
fine i"ain falling all the time. I left the family next morning for my^ home, about sun-
rise, and, after riding about seven or eight miles on the road to Guntersville, I saw a
man walking ahead of me ; before I got to him, he turned to tlie left, and Avent to the
woods. After I had passed him I heard the report of a gun or a instol on that side of
the road, and another one on the same side ; then a shot on the right—the bullets of the
two latter passing close by me.

I reached home that day, and suffered so much from the maltreatment I had recei\-ed
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I was compelled to remain in bed ou Thursday aud Friday. On Friday uigbt I beard

the steps of borses and men walking ; it was so dark I could not see them. They were
tbere about Tialf an bour, around my bouse. I left my borne ou Saturday morning,

tbougb suffering intensely, for I was afraid to stay tbere any longer. I was gone from
borne tbree days, compelled to lay down nearly all tbe time. On my arrival, my wife

told me tbat tbe men bad been tbere one uigbt wbile I was absent.

I furtber swear tbat Mr. Samuel Wallace came to my bouse and told me tbat Colonel

James Sheffield and Rash Furgersou bad sent him to tell mo tbat they wanted me to

go to Colonel Sheffield's, and tbat they would satisfy me if I would not do anything
more in this case, and would not cross the river again. I did not go, fearing it might
be a trap to catch me, and do me more injury.

I have been told repeatedly by my friends that it would not be safe forme to remain
there, and I have not been back since they beat me. I have not been able to attend

to my duties, as I have not recovered sufficiently from injuries received on tbe 11th of

'May, 18G9, even if my life was not in danger there,

i MOSES B. SULLIVAN.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18tb day of August, 1869, and I certify tbat

the foregoing declaration was carefully read to him before signing.

LEWIS M. DOUGLASS,
Judge of Probate.

B.

State of Alabama, Madison County, ss :

On this 29th day of May, A. D. 1871, personally appeared before me, James H. Bone,

clerk of tbe circuit court in and for the county and State aforesaid, George Taylor,

resident of Madison County, late of Colbert County, State of Alabama, who, being duly
sworn, deposes and says that in January, 1869, be was living with Mr. George Dimcan,
near Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama, whei-o be bad lived ten years betore ; about
the middle of tbe mouth, about 2 o'clock at night, be was aroused from slefep by some
persons breaking down tbe door of his bouse ; after tbe door was broken down some
six men, dressed in disguise, their beads covered with a white-cloth sack, and their

bodies with black gowns ; these men came to my bed where I was, and took me up and
carried me out of the bouse from my wife ; they took me about fifty or sixty yards, and
laid me down on my back, but I fought them so they turned me on my face and
stretched my arms and legs oxit, a man holding each. AVhen I came out of the bouse
I saw some more of these men. I counted twelve in all. While in this position these

men whipped me, first one and then another, relieving each other. They bit mo al)out

five hundred times. They also struck mo on the bead with a pistol tv.o or tbree times.

They told me not to move or grunt or halloo ; and I held my l)r«'ath. and did not move
whtMi they liit me. When they shook me and I did not move, they stuck me with some
sharp instrument in back, legs, and rum]) ; all over these parts they stuck their knives.

Then they raised me uj), and one siiid, " He is dead." He tlien ruldjed bis bauds over my
face. I c'oubl not h(dd mybrcatli any longer. And then they all pointed their pistols

at my bead, and saitl, "You must leave this county by Monday night." One of them said

he could not get away : be cannot get reaily by Monday night. Tlieu they said they
would give nu' until Tuesday. Tliis occurred on a Saturday night, and if 1 was found
tliere after tbat I would go up. On Tuesday night I left, leaving everything, and lost

my labor.
his

GEORGE + TAYLOR.
mark.

Witness

:

John H. Wager.

Sworn to and subscribed licfore me this 29tb day of May, 1871 ; and I hereby certify

that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read over by me to the affiant before he
signed and made oath to the same.

JAMES H. BONE, Clerk.

C.

State of AL;VBama, County of Madison, ss

:

On this 27th of October, 1869, personally appeared- before me, a clerk of the circuit

court,Eliza Jane Blair, late resident on Mr. John Floyd's plantation, Limestone County.
State of Alabama, but now resident of Madison County, State of Alabama, who, being
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(Inly sworn, deposes and says she was asleep in the same house with her brother, William
Blair, on the night of — December, 1868 ; was aroused from sleep by some one break-
ing open the door, and I saw two men, who came into the house ; they went to her
brother's bed, caught him by the arm, and told him to come along with them. I know
these men to be Dick Hines and Rviff Wray ; he not moving, Euft' Wray hit him over
the head with a pistol, saying, "Get up, God damn you." They pulled him out of the
house ; I followed him out of the house, and saw him surrounded by Poney and Burt
Hines, Bell Northen, Dave Triend Hugh, George Cute and Sim Hudson, Jim Henry
Cox ; these men all had over their persons white gowns, but their faces were not
masked, and I was able to recognize them all ; they beat him with their pistols, and
dragged him off some distance from the house ; I did not see them after they went over
the hill. I further swear that, about an hour afterward, I heard a noise, and my sister

went out of the house to see what caused it ; she came back, carrying in her arms my
brother, William Blair ; I saw his clothes were covered with blood, and I examined and
found his back, arms, and legs were all cut open, first one way and then across ; the
bottom of his feet were cut open, his thighes, and calves of his legs were split open,
and deep gashes cut across them again. Since then he has not been able to do any
work, being almost constantly in bed, and under the care of the doctor. These men
came back to the house before my brother had returned, and said that if Gus Blair and
his family did not leave, they would kill all his family, and burn every house up on the
place.

• ELIZA JANE + BLAIR.
mark.

Witnesses

:

Justin Koughe.
John H. Wager.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this '27th. day of October 1869 ; and I hereby
certify that the foregoing was carefully read to the affiant before she signed her name
by making her mark. *

JAS. H. BONE,
Clerk Circuit Court,

D.

State of Alabama, County of Madison, ss:

On this 4th day of August, 1869, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the cir-

cuit court in and for the county and State aforesaid, Mary Camjibell, of the county of
Madison, State of Alabama, who, being duly sworn, dej)oses and says that on Saturday
night, the 24th day of July, 1869, while she and her husband, William Campbell, were
asleep in their bed in a.houso on the plantation of Mr. James Sanford, we were aroused
fi'om sleep by the report of a pistol-shot, and I saw that my husband had been shot in
the left side ; I saw the blood running out of his side ; it ran ou my clothes ; he cried
out, "O Lord!" and I saw six or seven men in the room around our bed, which was on
the floor ; they had their faces covered over with black masks, and their bodies were
covered with black gowns; these men said, "You are the damn rascal who has been
keeping up all the fuss in the cove," and one of them reached around me and shot my
husband in the side of the head with a pistol-ball ; they told my husband to go out of
the room, saying, "Go out of this room, God damn you; you are the one that has been
keeping up all the fuss in the cove;" he went out with them, and leaned up against the
fence, and I saw and heard some three or four of them shoot at him ; he was hit in the small
of his back by one of the shots ; he fell on the ground, and the men shot at him again
while he was lying ou the ground ; I saw some others outside of the yard, about three
or four that I could see ; after they fired the last shot, one of them said, "Come, let's

go," and they left; I helped to carry my husband into the house, and found that he had
been shot some six times ; he died in about an hour- after he was shot ; I am about
seven months with child ; I could not tell aoy of the men.

I further swear that about three weeks before that, on a Sunday morning, Mr. James
Sanford came down to our house ; I was not there when he first came in ; was at my
brother's, below it, and I saw he had a pistol in his hand ; then I went to my house

;

my husband was sitting in a chair, but sat leaning against the house near the door;
Mr. James Sanford was leaning against the fence around the grounds on which our
house is situated ; he had in his hands a pistol, resting ou the fence pointed toward
my husband ; he accused my husband of stealing his chickens, which my husband
denied doing ; Mr. James Sanford wanted him to pay for the chickens ; my husband
refused to do so ; then Mr. James Sanford said if he did not he would shoot his black
infernal heart out of him ; he continued to curse and abuse my husband. When I got
to my house I sat down in the doorway, and my child was by my side; Mr James San-
ford told me to take my child away from there ; that he did not want to shoot the child

;
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I took luy child in the house ; then luy husband told him lie would come to town, anA
report him for saying he would take his life, and for drawing his pistol over him ; Mr.
James Sanford said if he did come here and report it, he would have to leave the
county ; Mr. Sanford left for his house ; my husband left our house Sunday evening
for town to report what Mr. Sanford said.

her
MARY + CAMPBELL.

mark.
Witness

:

JoHx Lee Rogers.
John H. Wager.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4th dav of January, A. D. 1869.

JAS. H. BONE,
Clerk Circuit Court.

I hereby certify that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read to the affiaut before

she signed her name by making her mark.
JAS. H. BONE,

Clerk Circuit Court.

State of Alabama, County of Madison :
•

On the 13th day of Sei)tember, 1869, personally appeared before me, John Lee Rogers
notary public in and for the county and State aforesaid. Prior Turner, resident of Giles
County, Tennessee, formerly of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama, who, being duly
sworn, deposes and says that on the night of 13th day of March, 1869, while I was
resting and waiting for my supper in the Louse of Rufus White, at Madison Station, on
the Mempliis and Cliarleston Railroad, in Madi.sou County, State of Alabama, I was
aroused fioin sleep by two men, who, i)i>iuting their pistols at me, ordered me to go
with them out of the house, which I did ; as soon as I reached the door I ran away
from them; whereupon th(!y fired four shots at me, one hitting me in my right shoulder,

causing a severe wound, and another hitting my coat on the right side above the hip-
bone. I have had two men arrested, but could not make my case good against them.
Since then I have called on tht; solicitor (Mr. William Weeden) of Madison County,
State of Alabama, five times, to bring suit against the said county, as the law requires.

On eacli and every apidication he has refused i)oint-blank to do so, saying, the first

time, it was the law, but the law was not wortli a damn, and I could not recover any-
thing. The second time ho said he wouhl not do it, and bear the responsibility of col-

lecting money from the county for acts done by disguised men; that I must get some
one or two lawyers to bring the suit ; that they must write the papers ; he would
neither write them nor plead the case: the same the third and fourth time ; and again,

on this 13th day of September, 18B8, I called on liim, asking whether he Avould bring
the suit; he replied lie would not do it ; tile law did not require him to do it ; that iff

had been killed, the law required him to bring it for my widow, but not for me.
bis

PRIOR + TURNER.
' mark.

Witness

:

Justin Rouagiie.
H. N. RouKins.
John II. Wager.

At the same time and place personally appeared before me. this 13th day of Septem-
ber, 1869, Calvni East, resident of Madison County, State of Alabama, who, being duly
sworn, deposes and says that he accomjianied Prior Turner to the otUce of the solicitor

of Madison County, Alabama, Mr. William Weeden. When wi- reached thwe Prior

Turner asked Mr. Weeden whether he was going to bring suit against the county for

him for what the disguised men had done to him. Mr. Weeden said he would not do
it ; that Prior Turner nnist get one or two lawyers to write the ])a]>ers and jjlead the

case, then he would go on ; that the law did not require him to do it ; only, if Prior had
been killed, it required him to bring suit for his widow. This was said on the 13th

September, 1869.
hi.s

CALVIN + EAST.
murk.

Witness

:

justix roaugiie.
h. n. robert.s.
John H. Wager.

Sworn to and subscribed before me tliis 13th day of September, 1869 ; and I hereby
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certify that the foregoing affidavits were carefully read to the affiants before they signed
their names by making their marks.

JOHN LEE ROGERS,
Xotarii Public and ex officio Justice of the Peace.

State op Alabama, County of Madison :

On this 16th day of May, 1870, personally appeared before mo, a clerk of the circuit
court in and for the county and State aforesaid, Simon Bush, late a resident on Mr.
.James Gardner's plantation, two miles southeast from Whitesburg Ferry, Morgan
County, State of Alabama, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : That on the night
of the 13th of May, 1870, (which was Friday night,) I was aroused from sleep by hear-
ing the dogs bark. I got up to the door, opened it, and saw eleven men at thefeuce

;

some of them pulling it down. I saw they were disguised, with white sheets on their
horses and masks on their laces, and gowns on then- bodies, different colors. I shut
the door, and looked through the lioles l)etwecn the logs. I saw five of these men going-
down to the house in whicli Hezekiah Bush lived ; then some one hit on my door, and
a voice said, "Makeup alight." I did so. They said, "Make it up damn quick."
They said, " Open the door." I said, " Who is there ?" They said, " God damn you,
open the door." I then opened it, and three of these men came in the house, two of
them punching me in the breast and stomach with guns in their hands. They told me
" to get my gun." I said, " I did not have any." They .said, " I was a damn liar." I
said, I had sold mine to brother John. They said, "What did 5'ou do v.ith the one
Mr. Waris sold to you ?" I said, " That is the one I sold to John." Tliey told me to get
my pistol, aud I replied I did not have any ; then one of them ran to my bed, pulling
the covers oft' ray wife and child, saying, " Who is here ? O, it is only a damn wo-
man aud child." Then they made me go out of the house with them, and up the road
south from the house to where the other of these men were. One of these men who
came into my house said, "W^ecame from hell before to make you behave, and you
did tolerably well after we went back, but now you have got to behaving bad. 'We
have come back again to make you behave right." One said, "Who are you working
for?" I said, " I am working Reed Bell's laud." He said, " God danm you, that is not
what I asked you ; are you not working for yourself?" Then they told me to go down
the road to the end of this lane. I started. One said, " We are going on the road to
hell with you." One of these men was hitting mc all the time with rod out of his gun,
and when we got to the end of the lane, he said, " Saj- your prayers, or I will shoot you

;

say them loud, so I can hear them." I said, " Lord, have mercj^ on me." He hit me
with his gun-rod, saying, " Do you believe iu the Lord ?" I .said, " Yes, sir." Then the
others came up, and two with sticks they had just cut from the bushes. The man
who had been beating me with the gun-rod told me lay down on the ground, on my
face. I laid down, and he stood on my feet, and one of those who had the horses sat
on my head, and two began to beat me with sticks. I struggled aud tried to get away.
The man avIio was sitting on my head said, " Keep still." I tried to defend myselffrom
the blows with my left hand. One of them caught hold of it, and I got loose. Then
the man who had been sitting on my heid said, '*God damn him, I can keep him still."

He kicked me then on my stomach, and one of them said, " You kick him too hard."
He said, " No

;
get up from there, God damn you." He told me to get uj). I said, " I

cannot." He asked one of the others to give him a gun, which he took and pointed at
me ; then said, "Get up, or I will shoot you." I got up on my feet. He s.aid, " Take the
road and go to the house, and><j[uit saucing white people." 1 said I had not sauced
white people. One of those who had the sticks ran up to me, hitting me two licks,
saying, "You are a damn liar; do not say it any more, or I will kill you, dead," and
told me to take the road aud go to the house; "run every step there,'and stay until
morning, and go to your work, aud when you hear us coming, do not get up and open
your do(u- until you hear us call."

I do not know any of these persons to a certainty, but from what they said I believe
they ar(i the peoi)le liom the neighborhood. There are some white men working on
this lilantation, who come there on Monday morning and leave Saturdaj^ nights.
Those men left Friday evening on the same road these disguised came ou to my house,
and on Saturday morning I heard a crowd of horses going the same road. This was
before day, and after daylight I saw these white men come down the same road to
their work.

his

SIMON + BUSH.
mark.

Witness

:

J. H. Gill.
Ja.s. H. Ware.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 16th day of May, 1870, and I hereby certify
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that I have read over this affidavit to the affiant before he signed the same by making
his mark to the same.

JAMES H. BONE,
• Circuit Court Clerk.

State of Alabama, Madison Counii/ :

On this 16th daj of May, 1870, j)ersonally appeared before me, a clerk of the circnit

court in and for the county and State aforesaid, Hezekiah Bush, late a resident on the
plantation owned by Mr. James Gardner, two miles southeast fiom the Whitesburg
Ferry, Morgan County, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that between the hours
of 12 and and 1 o'clock on Friday night, the 13th of May, I was asleep in my house on the
said plantation ; I was aroused from sleep by hearing my dog barking furiously ; then I

heard a voice calling me by name ; I asked who was there ; the voice replied Nelson, whom
I knew to be a neighbor. I got out of bed and opened the door, and saw this man
Nelson standing at the left-hand side of the door of my house ; also five other persons
with disguises on, white hoods over their heads and dark gowns over the other parts of

theu" persons. In evidently a disguised voice, one of tliese persons said to nie, " 'WTiere

are your guns and pistols ?" I reiilied that my gun was in the house and pistol was in

Huntsville. He replied, '"Fetch your gun out." I got it, and gave it to him. He said,
" What do you do with this ?" I replied I only shoot squirrels once in a while. He turned
to the others, saying had not this gun better be shot off? They replied, yes. He said

to lAe, " Come out here and shoot it off." I tried, but could not get it to go off. He then
said give it to him, which I did ; he then stepped back, and taking it in both hands
struck me over the head with it, which blov.' knocked me up against the house, when
he said something to one of these other disguised men which I could not hear. The
man he spoke, to took out from under his gown a cow-hide whip, with which lie hit me
on my shoulders and back some ten times .or more, when he gave it to another one,

who hit me as many more licks, and each one of the others hit me one after the other

;

in all, the live men whipped me. The one who hit me with th(5 gun was the hrst one
to hit me with the whip. When they all had whipped me, they told me to go into my
house and sleep and rest, and asked me if I ever would go hunting after squirrels again.

I said no. They left mo, carrying oft' my gun. I also saw hve other men dressed in dis-

guise on horses in a held close to the house, who I believe belonged with these men
who beat me. 1 did not recognize any of these men, but think they are from the neigh-
borhood. The man I live with, Mr. Gardner, and .John Reed Bell, left the plantation
that day, Mr. Gardner saying he was going to see his mother, who lived on the north
side of tiie Tennessee River. On my getting into the house I found there this man
Nelson. He had on only his shirt and drawers. Pie said these men had made him go
with them ; that he was nearly frozen, and wanted me to give him a pair of pants.

Both of us were so worried and frightened we did not talk any about the doings of

these men. I gave him the pants, and he left at once for his home.
his

HEZEKIAH -f BUSH.
mark.

Witness

:

J. H. Giix,
John H. Wager.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ICtli day of ^lay, 1871, and I hereby certify

that the foregoing affidavit wa.s carefully read over to the affiant before he signed the
same by making his mark.

JAMES H. BONE,
Clerk Circuit Court.

I, Hezekiah Bush, further state that about the middle of April Mr. Januis Gardner
came to my house in the evening, and said I had taken more cotton seed than belong(;d

to me, and turning to my wife, Adeline, he said, "1 want you to send those clothes of

mine back to t he house." She said, " They are all w(,"t, and out on the line." " It makes no
difl'erence

;
you send them." She said, "AH I want is you to scpuue up for what I have

done." lle'said. '• If you talk about squaring up, I will kill you." She replied that she

expected he would have to kill her. Then he went into the house. I heard him say,

"You can take your choice either to shut up, or I will kill you." I was on the fence at

this time. He then came out of the house. I went in the house, and found her sitting

aown with lur head in her hands and the blood running from two wounds on her head,

one on the left sidt' of the forehead over the eye, the other side of the head behuid
right ear. She said that James Gardner had hit her with a pistol. We were afraid to

have him arrested, for I heard he said any negro who had him arrested he woidd kill.

his

HEZEKIAH + BUSH.
mark.

Witness

:

John H. Wagkr.
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G.

[From Huntsvillo Daily Democrat, Thursday, November 10, 1868.]

Shooting into a Dweei.ing.—On Tuesday night, about tii o'clock, some twelve or
fifteen buckshot were fired from a double-barreled shot-gun, or a musket, into the dwel-
ling (known as the Saroni house) occupied by Probate Judge Douglass and family. Cir-
cuit Clerk Bone and family, A. S. Lakin, appointed president of the State University,
A. W. Smith, justice and notary, and possibly some others of the radical "new-comers"
or carpet-baggers. The shot were fired into the bed-room of Parson Lakin, where lie,

his wife and daughter, and Rains, a clerk of the Freedman's Bureau, were sitting. One
of the upper panes of the upper sash of the bow-window was broken, and the shot
passed through the window-curtain and over the heads of the occupants, and struck
the ceiling and two walls of the room. It is believed the person wlio shot was stand-
ing near the middle of the street fronting the house, as the paper wadding, blackened
with powder, was found between the middle of the street and the pavement fronting
the lot. The shooter must have beeu a very bad marksman, or ho only intended to
frighten and not to kill; otherwise he would have shot through the lower sash.
Again, if his object was to kill, he showed bad judgment or cowardice in not getting
nearer the house. He exploded two or three caps before his gun went off, which were
heard by inmates of the house and one or more of the neighbors.
Mr. Lakin says a negro boy, who was in the back yard, stated that after the gun

fired he saw a man run from the southeru side of the house and hand something (a gun,
the lioy thought) to a man standing in the street, and then jump ov^er the fence into
the street, and both run off.

The fact that the occupants of the house are obnoxious to the community furnishes
no excuse for such outrageous, lawless conduct. All good citizens must condemn it,

and all should endeavor to ])revent a repetition of it. The whole community suffers in

reputation, and in all its moral and material interests, when such violations of human
and divine law occur, and human life is apparently regarded as a cheap thing, and
taken or threatened with impunity.

Washington, June 14, 1871.

Eev. A. S. LAKIN recalled and examined.

By the Chairman :

Qnestion. You have expressed a wish to me to make an explanation of a statement
which you gave in your testimony yesterday regarding the court.s of Alabama. You
may now go on and make whatever explanation you wish on that subject.

Answer. I wish to say this: I intended, in what I said, no reflection upon the judges
of the courts. I am not a lawyer ; but on mature reflection I am of the opinion that,
in legal parlance, what is meant by the term " court " is the presiding judge. I had
no intention of casting any reflection upon the judges of the courts. I know most of
the judges m Alabama, aud am very intimate with some of them. I regard them as
above suspicion, men of fine legal abilities, and I know the earnest and persevering
efforts they have made to bring criminals to justice. My remark was based upon this
fact : That in regard to all of the murders and outrages that I have known iu Northern
Alabama I have not known of one person brought to justice and punished. The judges
have delivered very able and pointed charges to the grand juries, but somehow crimi-
nals have slipped through the courts unwhipped of justice. When I said that our
courts were a farce I had no reference whatever to the judges; I simply meant that
there was a system of influences, or something of that sort, which has enabled crimi-
nals to escape unwhipped of justice ; that is my meaning exactly.

Qneniion. That is the explanation you wish to make ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. How many cases do you know where crimes have been openly committed,
where the i^erpetrators of those criuu'S are knowu, and they have failed to be prosecuted
in Alabama ; in other words, do not your remarks in regard to the inefficiency of the
courts there relate to the fact that the perj)etrators of these crimes and abuses of the
law cannot be ascertained ? • ,

'

Answer. Many of them have been arrested aud brought before the courts ; but they
have been bailed and have slipjied out.

Question. Please mention the instances and the localities in Alabama where that state
of things has occurred.

Answer. There is no exception to the general rule.

Question. Is that your answer ?
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A7iswer. That is ray answer.
Question. Well, tbeu, please state the cases of the character I have indicated to you

where the courts have failed to prosecute. You say there is no exception ; name the
cases aud the counties in which they occurred.

Ansiver. So far as I know, they have all fiiiled.

Question. I want to see what particular instances you recollect where they have failed.

You say they have all failed. I do not expect that there are a very large luimber of
cases which you will be able to state ; but state some of them.

Answer. I have not charged my mind with names and with dates.
Question. Name the counties, then. That is more accessible as a general proposition.
Answer. I reside iu Madison County.
Question. Well, how many of that sort do you know in Madison ?

Answer. I know of frequent nmrders there.

Question. Secret murders or public, known murdei's ?

Answer. Generally known as miu-ders committed by disguised men.
Question. Those disguised men were unknown, I suppose?
Answer. In some instances, and in other counties, many of them liave been arrested

and brought before the courts.

Question. Name any of the parties in your own county of Madison who have been
arrested.

Ansivei: I do not know that I could give you tie names.
Question. How long have you lived iu Madison (bounty?
Answer. I have lived there live years and eight months, with the exception
Question. All the time you have been in Alabama you have lived iu Madison County?
Answer. With the exception of about nine or teo mouths, when I was absent and

stopi)ing at Montgomery. But my family has resided in the city of Huntsville ever
since I located in the State.

Question. Now, iu all the long period of time during which yon have resided in Madi-
son County, with tlie exception stated, you cannot name a single person who has been
arrested for a murder who has escaped in conseciucuce of failure of the authorities to

prosecute him. Do I understand you correctly to say that ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I know of some wliose names were brought before the grand jury,

aud who were reported to have been indicted, aud bail given.
Question. How long ago was it "that they were indicted and bail given ?

Answer. Some two years ago.
Question. WJio was the prosecutor of that county?
Answer. Mr. Day.
Question. A democrat or a republican ?

Ansivcr. I do not know what his political status is.

Question. Who is the judge?
Answer. Jiulge Haroldsou.
Question. Is he a democrat or republican ?

Answer. He is a republican.
Question. Were llie witnesses recognized by the court to appear after tlie grand jury

indicted those parties?
Answer. I have not been very conversant with the courts ; I have Seldom ever

attended them. I hear Avhat is going on when I am iu the neighborhood, aud in the
jilace : but it lias never been my business to follow up the courts. I know from general
information tlie general fixct—the single fact that I have stated—that numerous murders
have been counnirted.

Question. In Madison County?
Answer. In North Alabama; several in Madison County; and I have never known or

lieard of an instance of conviction and xnmishment.
Question. That being the general fact, as you state, that you have heard of several

nnu'ders in Madison County, and never have known a prosecution successfully carried
on to conviction or aeiputtal, you therefore infer that there is some inefficicncj' in the
admiuisti'ation of the law there ; is that the state of your mind f

ylnswer. Yes, sir.

Question. And you cannot recollect a single instance of a nuirder committed there,

cither secret or public, where the parties were an-ested, and there has been a failure to
prosecute ?

Answer. I do not Icnow any siich instance; I have no personal Icnowledge.
Question. I am asking you no^\ al)out your opinion?
Ansiver. Tlie general opinion is that no man has been convicted and punished.
Question. That is the general idea you have got ?

Answer. That is the general idea.

Question. You have liad a night's rest, and jirobably have been thinking over the tes-

timony you gave y« sterday ; have you been trying to tax your memory in order to

recollect some of those prominent men—democrats—you met iu traveling your circuit

there, who told you of the existence, or the proposed formation, of the Ku-Klux Klan ?
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Ansiver. They did not uame the Ku-Klux Klan.
Question. Well, they described it as you stated ; they did uot give it a name, hut they

described what you understood afterward to be the Ku-Klux ?

Ansivcr. I have not taxed my mind in that direction.

Question. Will you please do so now ?

Ansiver. I do not know that I could give you a name.
Question. You say these men know you were a northern Methodist preacher ?

Answer. No, sir ; they did not know that.

Question. I understood you to say that they understood you were a traveling preacher ?

Ansiver. Yes ; but I did not name of what denomination ; I said that I was a Method-
ist preacher.

Quest io)i. YoTi stated that ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did they not ask you whether you belonged to the Methodist Church South
or North ?

Aiiswer. No, sir.

Question. They made no inquiry of that sort ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did you not know that they knew, some way or other, that you were a
northern num. and a preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church?

Ansiver. They may have detected it from my conversation.
Question. At any rate, you informed them that you were a Methodist Episcopal

preacher ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And they did uot inquire whether you belonged to their side or the northern
side ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. And of these dozen prominent democrats yoi; do uot now recollect. the uame
of one ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Have you ever met them siuoe ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You have traveled iu the same neighborhood since?
Answer. No, sir ; not in the direction of those persons with whom I put up at that

time. That was iu a section of the State not included iu my district since, and I have
not traveled through that part of it.

Question. Have you ever heard of those men since ?

Ansiver. Not that I know of.

Question. You uever heard their names mentioned by anybody ?

Answer. I do not know that I have.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You spoke of a man by the name of James Dormau, who was from We-
tumpka, who was whipped and run ofl' iu 1870 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he a preacher ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a member of the Alabama conference, and ha.s been for sev-
eral years.

Question. Did you know him personally?
Answer. I knew him personally and intimately.
Question. What is the character of the man ?

Ansiver. He is a very quiet, patient, peaceable man, so far as ever I have known.
He traveled under me one year. He is a man of irreproachable character, and of a
very mild, quiet disposition.

Question. He is a man of good character, you say ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he badly beaten ?

Answer. From his owu statement in the paper, and from the report of his presiding
elder in a private letter to me, I learned that he was badly beaten.

Question. By disguised men ?

Answer. I do not know whether they were disguised or uot.
Question. Was there a number of men engaged in the outrage?
Answer. I think there were about nine; I think he so stated iu his publication of it.

Question. Where did that occur ?

Answer. It occurred in Tallapoosa Cotinty, on the Tallapoosa Kiver, near the factory
of Tallacy.

Question. Did he know any of the jiarties who were engaged in committing the out-
rage upon him ?

Answer. I have not seeu him since that.
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Question. You say you laacl an account of it in some way from liis prcfsidiug elder?
A)isicer. Yes, sir.

Quesilon. Did lie not state by whom it was done ?

Answer. No, sir ; but I judged from the letter which I received from his presiding

elder that the parties were recognized by him from the fact that they were arrested

and had an examination, and the presiding elder was present at that examination. I

presume the parties were recognized and arrested.

Question. Did the presiding elder give you any account of the result of that inqui-

sition ?

Answer. No, sir ; he left the trial before any verdict was rendered, and I have not
since heard what the result was.

Question. How many persons were arrested; did he tell you?
Answer. He did not say.

Question. You spoke yesterday of three negroes who were hung on the bridge at
Tuscumbia, among whom was a man by the name of Johnson, a leading colored man
there.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you kfow the crime for which they were hung ; what was the allega-

tion, if any, against them ?

Answer. They were suspected, so it was reported, of a conspiracy to burn the town;
that statement was made in palliation.

Question. Do you know whether the burning actually took place, or whether any
part of the town was burned?

Answet*. No part of the town was burned or fired, and no effort that was known by
any one was made on their part to tire the town.

Question. Do you no*; know the fact to be that they were hung for burning the female
school building ?

Answer. In TuscumlJia 1

Question. Yes.

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that fact.

QueMion. Do you not know the fact to be that the large school building there was
burned ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not know the fact that it was burned at that time; if it was
burned at any time, I have no knowledge of it.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. How long do you say you have lived in Madison County?
Ansicer. Five years and eight months; that is, my family have lived there all that

time
;
i)art of one year I was absent in Montgomery, bub my family have resided in

Huutsville ever since I entered the State.

Question. How long have you resided there yourself?
Answer. All of tliat time, witb tlie exception of some eight or nine months.
Question. Have there been any nuirders committed in the country other than those

conimirted by disguised men or bands of men ; any such murders as are ordinarily com-
mitted iu other cimnunnities in the North 1

Answer. I do not know of an instance ; I do not remember an instance.
Question. You do not remember an instance of a murder committed in that county

during that time except by disguised men, or men in bauds ?

Aniiwer. No, sir.

Question. Then, of course, there could have been no conviction for such a murder.
You stated that there was no conviction for such murders; and if they have not
occurred, there could have been no conviction. Has there been any laxness iu prose-
cuting men for ordinary crimes, such as thefts, assault and batteries, &c., iu the
courts of the county ?

A)iswcr. 1 should think there has been ; I think the ordinaiy amount of arrests and
convictions and punisliments

Question. Have occurred for ordinary crimes ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Then you did not understand ray que-stion. AVhat I meant was, has there
been any remissness in the courts iu punishing ordinary crimes outside of the political

crimes ?

Answer. I do not know that there has been ; I have not heard of any complaint in

that regartl.

Question. Then, when you say that the courts have been remiss in enforcing tlio

laws, you mean to be understood as applying that remark to that class of crimes com-
monly known as Ku-Klux oifenses ?

Ansicer. That is my meaning.
Question. Not as to others ?

Answer. No, sir, not as to others, nor as to civil suits.

Question. Are colored men prosecuted for crimes which they commit?
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Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have there been any large number of instances of proseciition against
them ?

Answer. I should think there had been quite a number.
Question. Are ordinary offenses agaiust colored men, such as assault and battery upon

them, and oflcnses against their property, prosecuted in the courts with any vigor f

Answer. I should think so, about ordinarily.

Question. You mean then to apply your remark only to the class of crimes commonly
called Ku-Klux crimes.

Answer. Yes, sir!

Question. Do you know whether it is the habit of these Ku-Klux—denominating
them by that genei'al name—to allege crimes against men AThom they mean to attack :

to put out false reports against them ?

Answer. The colored people claim that, but whether it is true or false I do not know.
Question. You hear that sentiment expressed by the colored people ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the pretext.

Question. That when they mean to attack a man they first begin to accuse him of
something falsely ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have any of your preachers been thus accused and slandered ?

Ansive): No, sir, not that I have known of.'

Question. You have not heard of them ?

Anstver. No, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. In i-egard to this extensive journey of which you spoke, Avhich you made in
1867, I believe you did not state fully why you made it or how you made it. Why was
not that biasiness done by the ordinary communications through the mails ?

Answer. It was a time of great excitement and great confusion, about the time of the
adoption of the State constitution. The mails were obstructed, and it was next to im-
possible to get any communication through the mails to our preachers. If drafts were
forwarded in many instances, or in several instances, they were abstracted, and the
money lost, or our pieachcrs were subjected to great trouble. No money could be
received by them without a tabular re^iort from each presiding elder in regard to his
district. I was sent out on a roving commission, with the moneys of the conference, to
distribute it to the presiding elders if they could bo found, or to the preachers if the
presiding elders could not be found.' Hence I traveled widespread, zigzag, over the
State. •

Question. How did you go ?

Answer. I dressed in very plain costume—the costume ofthe country—and rode a mule.
My appearance was not verj' prepossessing as I traveled through the country.

Question. You did not travel then openly, except to those you had business with ; that
is, not openly in your capacity as a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church ?

Answer. I traveled only to those points where duty called me, and did not appear in
the character of a minister, excexit that, where I staid at night, I represented myself as
a minister of the gospel.

Question. What was your dress ?

Ansicer. Common jeans.
Question. The domestic jeans of the country there?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And you rode a mule ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What kind of a hat did you wear?
Ansiver. A soft slouch hat.

Question. With a wide brim ?

A^iswer. Yes, sir.

Question. You have spoken of an apprehension, on the part of persons, of danger iu
inforuung against the Ku-Klux. Do you know of any instance where persons have
l)een punished by the Ku-Klux for any information they have given themf

Ansiver. There was a case ; it must have been one of credibility, though I did not know
it myself; I did not see the parties ; I did not know anything about it ; but traveling
through the country I heard it from various points that persons were in danger, and
that in the case of almost every whipping they were threatened with summary-punish-
ment or hanging, if they reported their being whipped.

Question. You say there was one case; what was that case ?

Answer. A lady in Blount Coimty was whipped very severely, and the cause reported
was, that she had informed of persons whom she saw dressing in Ku-Klux disguise, had
uamed the jiarties, and they beat her on that account.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. What was her name?
Answer. I think her name was Mrs. Riddle.

Question. In what part of Blount County did she reside?

Answer. On Sand Mountain, in Blount County, not far from the line of Marshall

County. That is my information.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. AVas she badly beaten ; what was the effect of the whipping ?

Ansu-er. My information was this : She was thinly dressed, and they whipped her

with hickory withes, and the gashes cut through the abdominal wall ; and she was
thrown in a' ravine in a helpless condition.

Question. Did she die?

Ansicer. That is the report, that she died of her injuries

Question. When was that?
Answer. I think' that was in the fall of 1868.

(luesfion. Has there been, to your knowledge, any retaliation, or any attempt at

retaliation, against the Ku-Klux in Alabama, especially on the part of the colored

people ?

Anstver. Nothing that I have known personally. I learned, from what I suppose to

be competent authority, that in one instance they did retaliate, and drove a man from

his premises ;
probably burned his out-houses, or some portion of his buildings.

Question. Was that at the time when they were attacked or afterward ?

Answer. Afterward.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Why do you say " probably they burned ;-' do you not know the fact whether
they burned or not ?

Answer. I say probably they burned ; that was the report.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Burned some of his out-houses ?

Ansiier. Yes, sir ; I say "probablj^" because it is a report ; I do not know it personally.

Question. Are not the colored people in the majority iu some of the counties in Ala-

bama ?

Answer. I think not; in the town of Huntsville, I believe the census gave 7,000 as

the number of inhabitants, and there is a fraction, of a white majority.

Question. In Northern Alabama I suppose it may not be th%case?
Ansicer. Did you say Southern Alabama?
Queslion. I spoke of Alabama generally.

A7mver. I believe there is quite an excess of colored population in some of the south-

ern counties, and in the middle belt of Alabama.
Question. Do you know why they have not attempted retaliation, or made some effort

at general resistance ?

Answer. I think I do. The friends of the colored people, in every instance where
they have had any intimation of their design or purpose or threat to retaliate, have
held them in check and advised them otherwise.

Question. Has that been the course of the Methodist Episcopal ministers there ?

Answer. In all cases. I have myself in all instances urged them to industry, economy,

fidelity, and especially (and that I have enforced with all my power) to courtesy and
kind treatment of their old masters.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Have you never heard of any inflammatory or incendiary speeches being

made to negroes iu Alabama by white men from the North ; have you never heaid of

such things ?

Ansuer. I have; but 1 have always repudiated such things, and every honest, true

man has done so, and they have predominated and held them iu check.

()uestion. Have you heard of any Jiegro outrages in Alabama within the time about

which you liave been testifying?

Answer. I liave not known of any. Oh ! I have known of petty thieving, and that

class of misdemeanors, common to the colored people, but no outrage.

Question. Nothing more than that ?

Ansicer. Nothing more than that.

Ourstion. When you say you returned to Huntsville after this journey iu which you
had the conversation with these ]ironiinont democrats, yon ascertained that there hail

been formed a society that corresponded with the remarks made by these men ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had you heard of any outrages committed by them at that .time ?

Answer. No, sir.



ALABAMA. 159

Question. Well, it struck yon as rpinarkal)le, did it uot—I think I understood yon to

say so—the coiucidence between the remarks made by these men and the form of the

Ku-Klnx-Klau, which yon heard of when yon retnrued home—strnckyon as something
I'emarkable; was not that a snbject of remark between yon and yonr friends there ?

Answer. At the time?
Question. Yes, si''.

Answer. I do not know that I ever gave utterance to the sentiment nntil a number
of years afterward.

Question. Never mentioned the fact ?

Answer. From the fact that I kept myself very close and careful.

Question. You had private and confidential friends there—republicans, ministers, &c.,

had you not '?

Answer. Yes, sir; but I do not know that I ever named the fact or communicated it.

Question. Why, yon were not afraid to communicate that fact to those men ?

Answer. No, sir ; if it had occurred to me, and if it had been the snbject of conver-

sation, I do not know that I should have hesitated.

Question. You are certain now that you never talked with any body about it at that

time ?

Ansicei: Not at that time, that I have any recollection of.

Question. You have since that time ?

Answer. I may have named it to a few individuals.

Question. Do yon know wliether you did or uot ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know now that I have.
Question. How long ago was it that it took place ?

Answer. In 1867.

Question. If I understood your description of the general state of affairs in Alabama,
there would be as much danger in communicating these facts now as there would have
been then ?

Answer. When I left home the state of feeling was no better than it has been at any
time since I have been there.

Washington, D. C, June IG, 1871,

Governor ROBEET B. LINDSAY sworn and examined.

By the Chaikman :

Question. Yon are at present governor of Alabama?
Answer. I am.
Question. Please state the knowledge which you have, as acting executive of that

State and also as a citizen of the State, of its condition, so far as it relates to the exe-
cution of the laws and the security of life aiul property there. ,

Anstcer. Well, sir, my information as a citizen is somewhat extensive. Prior to my
election as governor I was a practicing attorney in the northern portion of the State of

Alabama, my circuit extending over five or more counties. I have thus been enabled
to ascertain what I conceive to be the true condition of that section of the State,

particularly.
Question. What are those counties?
Answer. They are the northern tier of counties, comprising Lauderdale, Colbert,

Franklin, Lawrence, Morgan, Limestone, and also Madison, where I have practiced in

the Federal court. As the executive of the State of Alabama my information I conceive
to be very considerable, derived from all-portions of the State, not only voluntary in-

formation, but information solicited by myself from leading citizens in the different

sections of the State. The peculiar condition of the country, its political condition,

prompted me to make my inquiries very thorough and very general. Upon that in-

formation I am prepared to say that in regard to the security of life, person, and i)rop-

erty, the State of Alabama to-day will compare favorably with its condition in any
year or any period since its formation as a government.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Which government?
Ansicer. The government of the State of Alabama.
Question. Under the late constitution of the State?
Answer. No, sir ; since 1819. I have made inquiries of the leading members of the

bar, and of the oldest citizens of the State from various portions of the State, men emi-
nent in their profession and of large and extensive practice ; and thej' have invariably
concnired with me in that regard. I will not say that the peace and good order of
Alabama is Utopian, at all ; that I do uot mean to say. There are violations of the law
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there ; crimes of the most aggravated character have been committed vrithin the limits

of the State. Human wickedness is there just as it is everywhere, from the highest to

the lowest gi-ades of civilization. But when I speak as 1 do, I speak with regard to the

entire State aud the aggregate amount of crime within the State. In the portion of

the State in which I live, our criminal docket will show not only fewer crimes, but
marvelously few, within the last two or three years. The peojjle of what wo call the

white regions of North Alabama have been less addicted to the use of liquor than they

were prior to the late war. There have been fewer personal feuds; there have been
fewer fights; fewer assaults and battery ; fewer murders, killings, homicides, than at

any time before during the eighteen years I have practiced at the bar there.

By the Chairman :

Question. What part of Alabama do you embrace within the '• white regions?"

Answer. We have three belts of Alabama. What is called the northern belt, bounded
on the north by the State of Tennessee, and of a width ol one hundred miles, perhaps

of one hundred and twenty miles, to the southern slope of the Cumberland Mountains
;

that we call the mountain, or white, region of Alabama. Subsequent to the war, when
the armies were disbanded, there Avere in the mountain regions of North Alabama many
men Avithout occupation, to a great extent lawless and—well, I do not know precisely

how to express it—without any object Avhatever in view. And although not ])er-

sonally cognizant of any of the facts, yet from hearsay I have no doubt that at that

time there were many outrages committed. In other words, they took the law in their

own hands. When they had a personal quarrel or a personal difticulty in regard to

property or anything else, they took the law into their own hands and sought their

revenge's in that way. That co'ndition of things has passed away, I think; happily so

for the State of Alabama. I think that peace and good will to a great extent prevail

in Alabama. I think it has greatly improved, from a variety of circumstances that

perliapa it would take too long to enumerate.
Question. Whatever general statement you wish to make in answer to the general

question which I have put, I would prefer, and so doubtless would the other members
of the committee, that 50U Avould go on and complete it before any other questions

are put to you.
Answer. I can only speak in general terms. I think that for the last two or three

years the supremacy of the law has lieen gradually growing upon the minds of the peo-

ple; that lawlessness, in whatever form it now appears, is very promptly condemned by
the leading and intiuential citizens of the country. That, I think, has had a very happy
etfect U))on these wild, reckless, wicked men who had neither the fear of God nor man
in their hearts; such men as appear in all countries. They were few, com]iaratively

few, in Alabama, but still they existed there. I would say that no man who is an hon-

est man need have any fear but he will have protection there, not only the protection

of the law, but the moral and social protection of the people of Alabanui. I will say

further, that I care not where he may come from, I care not what political creed he may
euti;rtaiu, his industry and his energy will receive encouragement from the people of

Alabama; he will be welcomed in their midst, and they will defend him as readily as

they will defend one of the oldest citizens of the State. But on the other hand, neither

a man who is a native, nor a man who is an immigrant into the State, who is there as

a disturber of the peace, neither of them can hv welcomed socially or in any other

way by the people of the State of Alabama. I am not now speaking from mere theory

;

I ain speaking from personal observation upon this subj<'ct. We have settlers in the

northirn section of Alabama of all political parties and from every State in the Union;
we have active republicans, and we have active democrats; they are men of industry;

they brought means with them, they are men of families, and I have never heard of

a hiiir of the head of one of them, although a republican, being touched. I liave seen

them come into court, at my request, and go the bail of colored men who were working
for them ; there was no objection to it ; they were rather connuended for it. There are

men, however, who have come there, and the very moment they set their feet upon the

soil they became disturbers of the peace. Those men received no countenance wliat-

ever ; they were men without fortune, some of them without families, and they seemed
to have no object in vi(!\Y hut an expectation of being able to live upon the political

changes that were going on in the country. While I say that there have been—not to

my personal knowledge, but I have heard of them—occasional insults aud assaults

made by men upon new comers, I cannot deny tlu'ui, for I have heard them, though
I have never seen one personally, yet they have never, to my knowletlge, received the

sanction of the good part of the comuuiuity, but have always received their condem-
nation. Those assaults and insults have been perpetrated by young men, regardless

of consequences to theujselves, and entirely regardless of the welfare of the commu-
nities in which they live. That condition of atfairs, however, has to a grc-at degree

l)assed away ; I may say has almost entirely )iassed away. I think the conmiittee are

as well aware as I am of the condition of feeling among the people immediately alter

the war; they were afloat to a certain extent. The committee are also aware of the
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feeling that ^ras aroused at the time of the passage by Congress of the reconstructioo
measure. But that has all passed away, and the people are uow, both young and.old,
beginning to recognize a stable condition of affairs.

Question, Does that complete the general statement you desire to make?
Jnmver. Yes. sir; unless questions are put to me upon particular points.
Question. You think, then, that in the courts of the State of Alabama the civil rights

of all persons, without regard to race or color, can be adequately protected and secure ?
Answer. I do, sir.

Qiusiion, You think that in all cases of prosecution for crime justice can be admin-
istered against all offenders?

Answer. I have no hesitancy in saying that the juries of that State will render ver-
dicts according to the law and the evidence with as much honesty and fidelity to-day
as they would have done at any time in the history of the State. And I may add here
that in my section of the State the colored man has been especially the recipient of
care and watchfulness on the part of the circuit judges in that country.

Question. Have you any knowledge of the existence, either heretofore or "at the pres-
ent time, of the organization popularly known as the Ku-Klux IGan, and of the offenses
alleged to have been committed by that organization ?

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any organization of Ku-E^Iux; I have no
personal knowledge either of that order or any otlier organization of that character,
further than the rumors that prevail with regard to them. I saw but once five dis-
guised men ; I saw them on the streets of my home..

Question. What town was that ?

Ansioer. Tuscumbia. They passed through the town one night ; they were on horses,
and they rode through the streets without stopping ; and that was the first and last I
ever saw in disguise. That was, I think, some time in 1868 ; I will not be positive with
regard to the year. Beyond that, personally, I have no knowledge of them. All that
I know with regard to the Ku-Klux organization has been from hearsay.

Question. As you saw those men, please describe what was the appearance of their
disguise ?

Answer. Eeally I paid very little attention to them ; I cared very little about them.
I think they had on black gowns of some kind ; it was in the night ; I could not really
describe them with any accuracy, I do not remember whether they had white masks
or black ones. My recollection is that they were dressed in some black stuff".

Question. Were their faces masked ?

Answer. My impression is that they were ; but I paid very little attention to them.
Question. And they had loose gowns on their persons ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they on horseback?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they armed ?

Answer. Not that I saw ; they were at some distance from me, some thirty or forty
yards. I repeat that I paid very little attention to them.

Question. Were their horses also covered with a covering ?

Ansiver. I think not.
Question. At what time in the night did they appear?
Answer. About an hour aft«r dark, 7 or 8 o'clock. Really we thought it was a lot of

'

wild boys of the town, who had got themselves up in this way, and hence I paid very
little attention to them.

Question. Did you hear of any violence committed at that time by persons in disguise ?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. That is the only instance in which you have seen any persons in disguise?
Answer. That is the only instance.
Queilion. Is your information such as to satisfy you that there was an organization

of that character, in that part of the State, or in any other, which did inflict chas-
tisement or injury upon persons ?

Answer. I have heard that they existed as an organization.
Question. Did you make such inquiry as to satisfy yourself whether they did or not ?
Answer. Well, no; no special inquiry, further than general conversations on the

streets. I never inquired of any one, I will say that I never knew any one, that I
could identify as belonging to the organization. No one ever comnmnicated to me the
fact that he belonged to it.

Question. What was the result of such examination as you made, or such informa-
tion as you had; did it satisfy you of the existence of such an organization ?

Ans^iver. My impression at the time was that there was an organization of some kind
;

what it was I dirt not know.
Question. What was the mode of operations of that organization, so far as your in-

formation went?
Answer. I am entirely ignorant of that. I will state here as explanatory of that, per-

haps, that at a very early day, when the reports got out that there was such an organ-

11
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laation, I took strong groiiud of opposition to it, publicly expressed myself against any-
tbiug like a political organization. I conceived that I bad to fight the same kind of
fight against that organization that I bad fought against Know-Notbingism in the
olden times. Hence they never communicated any facts to me.

Question. I am not speaking of facts communicated to you by members of the organ-
ization, but of information derived by you in your official capacity, or as a citizen,

which led to a conclusion in your own mind as to whether oifenses were committed by
an organizntion of that kind.

Answer. The general report was that the Ku-Klux of that time committed outrages.
Question. Of what character, and upon whom were they committed ?

Answer. As I say, I do not know anything further about them than by general report.

It was sometimes reported that they had whipped a negro ; sometimes that they bad
whipped a white man. I think, according to the information, it was about equal as to

the two races. I remember that there was a report that they had taken out a white
man and whipped him. I do not know what his name was ; and then there was a
report that 'they had taken out a colored men and whipped him.

Question. How early, or at what time, did you bear reports of that character?
Ansire): That was back in 1867 and 1868; I think it was in 1867.

Question. How recently have you heard of any offenses of that character being com-
mitted ?

Answer. The last oDfense—I believe that was the last—that I heard of in my section, I

defended them.
Question. When was that ?

Answer. That was about two years ago. There were four colored men who disguised
themselves and whipped one of their own race nearly to death. I defended them and
got them oft' on the plea that they were ignorant of the laws of the State of Alabama
with regard to Ku-Kluxism, or going in disguise ; I got them off with a small line.

Question. You refer to the district in which you practice professionally?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was all my pereonal knowledge of that case, that I defended
them.

Question. What is the last case of that character, in point of time, of which you have
heard as occurring in the State ?

Ansicer. The last case I think was in Elmore or Coosa County.
Question. How recent was that ?

Answer. About two or three months ago.

Question. In the intermediate time between 1867 and the occurrence of that case iu

Elmore or Coosa County, whichever it was, were there frequent reports of the occnr-

rence of similar cases ?

Answer. If you i)lease, I would prefer to make a statement in regard to that case

Question. Certainly
;
proceed.

Answer. Because I took oflicial cognizance of it. That was the case of Isaac Dorman
As governor of the State I received a notification that an outrage had been committed
by Ku-Klux, or disguised men, upon this Dornuxn, iu Elmore County. Whenever I re-

ceived any reports of that kind, and I was satisfied that such things had taken place,

I sent my rccinding .secretary to investigate the matter. I sent him iu this instance

for the; purjiose of instituting an inquiry as to the real facts of the case. As the ac-

count had reached mo it was somewhat horrifying, and much to be lamented by the

executive of the State as by every other citizen. I have with me the report of mj' re-

cording secretary upon that ca.so ; I will either state the substance of it to the commit-
tee or 1 will submit it to the committee for their examination.

Question. You may as well give us the substance of it, as you remember it, and we
can take that report also.

Answer. The rej)ort states that Mr. Howe, an old citizen and planter, and a membtir
of the church, bad learned from one of his employes that this man Dormaa was iu the
haViit of coming to his plantation at night, stopping at the cabins of the nt^groes, and
instilling into thrir minds all sortsoferroncious ideas with regard to their rights, their

superiority, &c. Jklr. Howe went to Dorman and requested him, when ho visited his

plantation, to come to his house and he would treat him as a gentleman ought to be
treat(?d. Dorman agreed to do so. Some two weeks subsquent to that, however, Dor-

man again came on the plantation. While he was eating supper with one of the ne-

groes, one of the em])loyt>s, a U(>gro man, went to Mr. Howe and told him that Dorma«
w as there, and said that if he did n<)t come down he would not have an employ^ on
his place. The old gentleman went down, with his two sons, the oldest about eleven

years <ild, and found Dorman at the table. Dorman got up, with a knife in his hand,

and moved towards Mr. Howe, who was at the door. Mr. Howe, with hLs walking
cane, struck th<; knife from his hand, and {hen turned in and gave him a very good
thrashing. Dorman the next morning repaired to the town of Wetumi>ka, made an
atiidavit before a justice of the jjcaee, which is our court of incpiiry there, that he had
been assailed by Mr. Howe, and Ku-Kluxed by disguised men ; aud charged Mr. Howe
and his sous with assault and battery, aud also charged other citizens with being ac-
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ceseories, and demanded a posse comitafus of forty men to go witli the constable to make
the aiTcsts. The constable absolutely refused to take a posse, stating that he could
take all the parties named in the warrant. But, no ; he must take a posse and go by
a circnitous route to make the arrests. Mr. Howe came down there and an examina-
tion was instituted. It was ])roposed to abandon it if Mr. Howe would pay the costs.

That he would not do, and insisted npon an examination. But instead of being Kn-
Kluxism the court of inquiry determiued it to be just as I have stated. He was bound
over in the sum of $1,000. This man Uorman was a very infamous character. It was
stated in the court that he was the son of a Metliodist minister, and a fugitiv*; from
justice for attempting to commit a rape upon his own cousin. I mention that, not
only upon the report of the court of inquiry, but upon information generally known all

over that country.
Question. Was Dorman a preaclier?
Answer. Yes, sir; he iirofessed to be a preacher.
Question. Did your secretary make any examination of the parties, under oath '.

Answer. No, sir ; he had no anthority to do so. The case was tried, however, before
a court. I have another case that was sent to me by General Crawford, the command-
ing general of the United States forcefe in the State of Alabama, at Huntsville. Imme-
diately on receiving information of that case, as was my wont, I sent my recording sec-

. retary to inquire into it.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

tliif'stion. Give ns the date of that case.

Answer. It is dated the 27th day of March last, and indorsed " respectfully forwarded
for the information of the governor." This is such a curious document that, with the
permission of the committee, I will read it. It is one of the last cases of which I re-

ceived any information.

By the Chairman :

Question. Before you proceed with that, you say there was a trial in the case of Dor-
man. Do you mean that the case went into court against ill*. Howe, and that he wa.s
tried ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Howe was tried.

Question. What was the result of that trial ?

Answer. I think the case was dismissed, but I am not positive in regard to that ; it

did not amount to anything, however.
Question. Was there any verdict in the case ?

Answer. Perhaps there was a verdict for simple assault and batterj'.

Question. A verdict of guilty ?

Answer. O, yes, sir; he did not deny it; he confessed that he had whipped him.
There was no disguise about it ; it was on his own x^lautation ; the old man and his littie

son.

Question. Did the evidence as taken disclose the fact Dorman had been making nee
of any incendiary influences with the negroes ?

Ansiver. That is my understanding.
Question. What had he done ?

Ansiver. This paper will give it more in detail than I have done; I endeavored to
speak succinctly in regard to the matter. I can read you what the report is.

Question. I only wish the general facts.

Answer. This is the report :
" The said Isaac W. Dorman is employed by the Northern

Methodist Church to i)reach to the freedmen, and in compliance with his engagements
went to the plantation of Mr. J. W. Howe, without first consulting him, harangued the
negroes—not upon religious topics, but advisiug them to arm and assert their political
and social equality with the whites, stating that he was ready and willing to assist

them."
Question. To arm and assert their social and political equality ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there any allegation that he had incited them to commit any aggres-
sions upon the whites ?

Answer. All my information is from this.

Question. What is the inference ? «
Answer. This is all my information ; I know nothing further about it than as I got it

from the report of my recording secretary.

Questian. And Mr. Howe denied his right to go npon his plantation and speak to the
negroes upon these subjects ?

Ansiver. He asked him to go to his own house, and he would treat him like a gentle-
man, and he could prea*h to the negroes.

Question. He refused him the righr to speak with them npon other subjects?
Answer, I cannot tell ; I only know Irom this.
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By Mr. Beck :

Question. Perhaps it would be better to read the whole rejiort

Answer. It is as follows

:

'•'State of Al.vbama, Executive DepartmexI-,
'•Montgomery, Febmary 17, 1871.

"Dear Sir: Pursuant to instructious received from your excellency on the 15th in-

stant, I proceeded to Elmore County, to inquire into an alleged " outrageous attack, by
a band of outlaws, upon the person of Isaac W. Dorman, on Sunday, the 29th ultimo."

From the testimony of many prominent citizens, comprising members of the bar, and
others, the lirst citizens of the county, I iind the following to be the facts in the case :

" The said Isaac W. Dorman is employed by the Northern Methodist Church to

preach to the freedmen, and in compliance Avith his engagement he went to the plan-

tation of Mr. J. W. Howe, without first consulting him, harangued the negroes—not

upon religious topics, 1)ut advising them to arm and assert their political and social

equality with the whites, stating that he was ready and willing to assist them.
" These facts were reported to Mr. Howe by his freedmen, who thcreuijou went to

said Dorman and told him that when he came to i)reach on his place to come to

his house, and he should be entertained as a gentleman, but that he should positively

object to his proceeding in the manner above stated, and, furthermore, would not allow
it. Dorman promised to comply ; but on a subsequent visit again fraternized with the

negroes, ignoring the kind invitation of Mr. H. Mr. Howe, being apprised of this,

went to the house of the negro with whom Dorman was stopping, and found him eat-

ing at the table with the negro family.
" Upon Mr. Howe's entrance into the room Dorman rose from the table, knife in hand,

accosting Mr. Howe in very insulting language, and. fearing an assault, Mr. Howe.
Avith his walking-eane, struck the knife from Dorman's hand an<l gave him a thrash-

ing. All this occurred in day-light, and Mr. Howe was the only person engaged in the

assault.
" Dorman immediately went to Wetnmpka and swore out a warrant of arrest

against Mr. Howe, his two sons, the eldest of whom is only eleven years old, and sev-

eral other gentlemen in the neighborhood, as instigators and accessories. When the

order of arrest was handed the constable, Avith instructions to summons a posse of

twenty men, and not to disclose the iianu\s of the parties to be arrested, he offi*red to

go alone, iiledging himself to bring all the i)arties named in the warrant, but hi.s

orders were peremptory to take the ))osse and go by a circuitous route to ^Ir. Howe.s
liome. The gentlemen who accompanied the oflicer were not aware who were the par-

ties to be arrested, until they were halted at the house of Mr. Howe, who, upon learn-

ing their object, iunnediately surrendered himself without resistauce, as did all the

liartics nauied in the warrant, and proceeded with them to Weturapka, where they were
bound over to api)ear at the n<'Xt term of tlu; county court, in the sum of .§1,000 each, the
most substantial merchants of the place voluntarily placing their names on the bond,

Tbecaso will be tried on Monday next, if the prosecutor appears, Avhich, Iama,ssured, is

unlikely, as the county solicitor, Mr. Delong, proposed to Mr. Howe's attorney to com-
promise the nuitter, agreeing to dismiss the suit if Mr. Howe would pay the costs.

'* Numbers of the best citizens ])rotiered to nuike atiidavit that Mr. Howe Avas a mo.st

Avorthy Christian gentleman, a ])romin(,'nt member of the church, and one of the most
substantial citizens of Alabama : and at the same time asserted that it could be sub-

stantiated by good radical authority that Isaac W. Dorman Avas a man of no standing
in society, and that, furthermore, he Avas a fugitive from justice, an indictment being
now peudiug in Georgia against him Ibr attempted rape on his own cousin ; his

father, a Avorthy minister of the gospel, positively refusing to recognize him after the

otieuse above stated. Donimn is notorious among the negroes as being a IcAvd, licen-

tious man ; and Mr. Brogdeii, Avhen called on by Mr. Delong to avouch his character

(though belonging to the same party) refused, stating that CA^ery one knew Dorman to

be an un])rineipled rascal.
" Mr. Delong, the solicitor, was selected by many with whom I consulted as being

the probable author of the letter to Senator Spencer, giving an account of the ' out-

rage,' and he Avas known to be drunk on the 29th ultimo, the day and date of said letter.

"I am, very respectfuilv^t)ur obedient servant,
'

'• W. V. CHAEDAVOYNE.
" His Excellency Rout. B. Lindsay,

" Governor of Alabama."

By Mr. Van Trump :

Qitesiion. Please give us any information you have as to what Dorman stat«d in his

affidavit in regard to his a.ssailants being disguised ?

Jnsurr. 1 eaunot speak with any accm-acy upon that.
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By the Chairman :

Question. Had any of these charges against Dorman's character been matle known in
that community before this transaction occurred ?

AnsiLwr. My impression is, from information I received subsequent to this, that he
was known to be one of these disturbers of the peace.

Question. I am speaking of the charge made there about his conduct before leaving
Georgia. Were those charges, about his offense there, and the indictment pending
against him, known to Mr. Howe when he invited him into his house ?

Answer. I do not know.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Did Mr. Howe belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church South ?

Answer. I do not know.

By the Chairjiaa' :

Question. Having stopped to give the details of that case, if you have other cases to
which you wish to refer we will hear them. I will again ask you whether, from 1867
down to the time of the last case brought to your notice, have there been frequent
occurrences of this character reported as having taken place in the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard of fi'equent occurrences.
Question. I refer to offenses committed by persons in disguise.
Answer. Yes, sir; but it was only by report.
Question. Having stated that, iftliere are other cases to which you wish to refer—

I

understood you to say that there were some—you can now go on and state them.
Answer. I will qualify my statement, however, by saying that up to the present time,

and until these cases were brought to my knowledge, reported outrages by Kn-Klux or
disguised persons had ceased for the last two years. Occasionally, during that time,
it was reported that men had disguised themselves. I will refer to some particularly.
I stated that I had heard, and from hearsay had reason to believe, that there was an
organization known as the Ku-Klux organization ; I only speak of that from hearsay.
But I also heard, and had as much reason to believe, that that organization was dis-
banded in the State of Alabama upward' of two years ago. And in this connection I
may as well say that it is my solemn belief tliat there is no such thing to-day as a Ku-
Klux organization within the limits of the State of Alabama. That occasional infrac-
tions of the law occur by men in disguise, I have been informed, and have no reason
to doubt. But upon every inquiry I have made, from i^ivestigations I have insti-
tuted, I have invariably found that the disgiiise was not of an organization, but for
the purpose of enabling the perpetrators of"the crime to escape the vigilance of the
law ol3Qcers. In every instance to which my attention has been called, not only as a
citizen for the past two years, but as the executive of Alabama for the last six months,
I have invariably found that to be the case ; that the disguise was not a part of a per-
manent Ku-Klux, but a temporary expedient to enable the villains to escape. It would
be impossible for me to refer to each and every case that I have heard of; I can only
instance those I have investigated. Among them is the one I hold in my hand, re-
ported to me by General Crawford.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

Question. Where was he stationed when you got that, at Eutaw ?

Answer. At Huntsville.
Question. He had been at Eutaw ?

Answer. Yes, sir. This is the case of George W. Hollowell, who, in his affidavit,
states that he was a southern slave, and got into the Northwest in company with Mor-
gan's command.

Question. Morgan, of Kentucky ?

Answer. Yes, sir
; the confederate General Morgan ; and that he escaped there. The

facts are stated here.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is that the report of the case to you ?

Answa: This is the affidavit of the pafby himself.
Question. If you wish to submit it in connection with yqur testimony it had better

be read.

Answer. It is as follows

:

" State of Al.uiama, Countu of Madison, ss :

'• On this 27th day of March, 1871, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the cir
cuit court in and for the county and State aforesaid, George W. Hollowell, resident
Marshall, Calhoun County, Michigan, who, being duly sworn, deposes and savs that he
was carried into the rebel army by his former owner, W. D. H. Hollowell, major, from
Panola County, Mississippi

j was with General Morgan's raiders, captured near Ciuciu-
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nati, Ohio, by the Federal forces, and sent to Camp Douglas, Chicago: there released,
and went to Calhoun County, Michigan ; -while there I was drafted and attached to the
one hundred and second United States colored infantry, company 'K:' after mus-
ter-out of command I returned to Calhoun County, Michigan, and I left home on Feb-
ruary 1, 1S71, to see my mother and sisters, who were living in Morgan County, Alabama.
I arrived there, and while staying with them on the plantation of Robert Adkersou, try-
ing to help them and better their condition, on Saturday night, 25th of March, 18^1,
I was aroused from sleep by hearing some persons calliug ' Wash.' I said, ' Who is there?'
The voices replied, ' It does not make any difference ; come out ; we want to liave a civil

talk with you.' As I was getting out of bed I said, 'Gentlemen, if you want toliave a civil

talk with me come in and sit by the tire so I can see who you are.' One said, 'You strike

a light and I will blow your damned brains out.' I went to the door and put myself
against it ; they pushed with such force against the door that it came open ; I .stepped
back; the door was opened wide; a man dressed in disguise came pointing a double-
barreled gun at me ; he had on an India-rubber coat belted around him ; on his head
ho had ou an old cap, over his face a piece of red flannel, reaching from his head to his
knees. I saw about seven men there, all disguised, some in white gowns ; one of these
other men came in ; they told me to come, there was no use in staying back, they were
going to have me; 'You have beenfightiug in the United States service; you area Yan-
kee, you black son of a bitch, .and we are going to cut out your stones and skin you
alive.' I saw that I could not resist or defend myself with any success, so I said I would
go out, and did so. As I reached the door one of the men grabbed my riglit arm ; I kicked
him on the side of tln^ head and knocked him down. While this was occurring another
caught me by the right leg ; I struck him with my left tist, and over he fell. I then ran
and tliey after me, for about one hundred yards, but I got away from them. I ran up
into Mr. Adkersou's yard, and then went over into a little thicket near tiie house, and
there got into an old seed-house, near the kitchen. Yv'hilc I was there these men came up
to Mr. Adkerson's house, and there were about sixteen men tlien in the yard : they called to

him, but I could not tell what they said. They stayed abovxt half an hour and left, and
then returned to the house I had been staying in and watched it until daylight. They
then told my mother and sisters, wlio were there, that they wanted all my clothes and
satclie! and all my sister Maria's clothes. I had ju.st returned from Valamossa Springs,
where I had purchased .some clothing for her; these things were giv<;n to them, and they
carried tliem away, also .$25 in greenbacks. They said they would be back there at 10

o'clock Sunday morning, and tlien give me twelve niiimtes to get out of the State. I

returned, and my mother and sisters told me tliat they said they would return, and I

left, after gathering the things they had left me. They threatened to beat my sister

Maria ou Monday next, so we both left there and came to llnutsville, Alabama.
"GEORGE W. HOLLOWELL."

" Sworn and subscribed before me, this 28th day of March, A. D. 1871.

"JAMES H. BONE,
" Clerk Circuit Court."

"A true copy

:

"M. FRANK GALLAGHER,
^^ Second Lieutenant and Adjutant Second Injantry, Poist Adjutant."

On receiving that I immediately .sent, from a distant part of the State, from Mont-
gomery, my recording secretary to investigate it. His report is as follows :

"To his E.Kcellency R. B. Linds.w, Governor, <.fc.

:

" Dkah .Sik : Pursuant to instructions received from your excellency, I proceeded to

Morgan County, in this State, for the i)nrpose of inquiring into an alleged assault on
one George W\ HoUowell, colored, by disguised ujen, on tlie night of the 25th March
last, near Draper's Ferry, on the Tennessee River. After due inijuiry, I learned fiom
lesponsible gi-ntlemen lliatthe following were the facts in the case, as uoar as couhl
b(! known by those not jiersonally engaged in the matter :

" The said George W. HoUoweil, colored, is, or was, as he stated, a resident of Michi-
gan, and came on a visit to his relatives in Morgan County. As soon a.s he reached
Morgan County he began to assiuue otiensiv4l airs toward the white i)ersons lie met,
and boasted loudly and olten of having married a wealthy whit(.' lady in Mii-higan,

with whom he wa.s then living, asserting his equality with any white nuui, and utter

contempt for them generally, at the same time giving it as his mission to convert the
colored peoi)le of Alabama to the same belief, iie was remonstrated with frequently,

ami told that he would not be allowed to remain in the conmiunity so long as ho con-

duc«^ed himself in that manner. His brother-in-law, a respectable and intelligent

coIukhI ni;M), told him that he slnnild not stay at his house unli-ss he behaved nion; prop-

erly. In spite of the remonstrances of the whites, and advice of his own kin and color,

111- Ventinued to render him.self otlensive to the connnnniiy. until waited on, the night

al^pve-meutioned, by several geutleuien, who ordered him pereiaptorily to leave, and at
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once. It is needless for me to assure your excellency that the Avonderfnl feats related
l>y the said Hollowell, as performed by himself in his escape, as well as the charge that
he was robbed, and that the party was disguised, are utterly and positively lalse, as
set forth in his affidavit to the circuit clerk of Madison County. I am assured by gen-
tlemen whose veracity I will indorse that there is not a more orderly, quiet, and peaco-
uble community of men, both white and black, in this or any other State, than the one
in which tliis occurred, and that this was resorted to simply as a peaceful method ot
disposing of a noisy, turbulent, disturber of the public peace, with no desire or inten-
tion to do the negro bodily harm.

" I have the honor to be, your excellency's obedient servant, &c.,
" W. Y. CHAPvDAA^OY^s'E,

^' Recording iSecreta)n/.
" Ateil -i^Oth, 1871."

Question. Did your secretary examine the negro himself?
Answer . Xo, sir; hehad left there, and had gone to Huntsville. I was in Huntsville my-

self afterward and made inquiry for him, for I wanted to have an interview with him
myself; but he was not to be found.

Question. Has anybody been identified as being with the party charged with this
offense ?

Answer. T know nothing further than is reported by my secretary.
Question. Have you any knowledge, then, that the very persons charged with the

offense were not those from whom your secretary got his information ?

Ansiver. I have no knowledge iurther than this : I live in that section of the State;
my family have been in Huntsville for some time : but this was unknown to the peo-
ple at large ; it was not considered an aggravated affair at all. It simply appeared in
the form I have it here. I received reports from the county of Jackson that a man by
the name of Cates had been killed, and that a man by the name of Harper had been
whipped. Upon that information I offered rewards for the discovery and arrest of the
perpetrators of the crime. They were kirowu, and were indicted for the murder of
Cates ; but they fled to another State. I learned that Cates had been killed accident-
ally, although the parties were upon a criminal mission.

Question. The parties who killed him?
Anstver. Yes, sir; some difldculty had arisen in that locality in regard to a married

woman, and these parties had gone there for the jinrpose of whipping, or doing some-
thing to a man w^hose name was associated with this woman scrape, as I may call it

;

I do not know the name of the man. Mr. Cates was absent at the time, but he came
up to the house with a torch in his hand at the time these outlaws were about the
house ; I call them outlaws. They sent a young lad to halt Mr. Cates.

Question. Is that the usual mode of travel in the night by the people in the country,
with a torch ?

Ansicer. I think it is a very common thing with people, when passing from house to
house in a dark night, to carry a torch or pine-knot. Mr. Cates would not halt, but
w^as shot and killed. The young man sent to halt him has escai)ed ; three or four per-
sons have been indicted and have given bail ; but thej- say the gun was fired, hut how
they do not know. At all events; Cates was killed.

Question. Were the iiarties in disguise ?

Answer. That I do not know ; I think that I heard they were ; I am almost pos-
itive that I was informed they were in disguise. Harper Avas whipped. I offered a
reward for the perpetrators of that crime ; they fled, however. He was whipped be-
cause he had given testim.ouy against one or two outlaws that frequent that portion of
the State of Alabama. The countj' of Jackson is a mountainous region, and lies in a
corner between the States of Georgia and Tennessee. It is the resort of almost every
villain that flies from justice in the three States of Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama.,
for the mountains on -both sides of the Tennessee River are almost inaccessible. It
seems that Harper had given testimony before a grand jury which led to their indict-
ment, and tliey whipped him for that ; that is the information reported to me.
Question. You say he was whipped for giving testimony against som5 outlaws ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; about setting fire to a house.
Question. Were they persons who Iuk^ been charged with having committed ofienses

while in disguise ?

Answer. No, sir ; they had burned a house. When I itse the term "outlaw" I do not
use it in a technical sense, but I mean a man reg'irdless of both human and divine laws.

Question. I put the question because you had termed outlaws the other i)ersons who
had killed Cates.

Answer. My recoi'ding secretary, whom I had requested to go and ascertain any fur-
ther information on the subject, telegraphs me, under date of June 12, 1871, as follows

:

" Saw solicitor of Jackson. Harper and Cates both democrats
;
private feud, not poli-

tics, cause of assaults."
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By Mr. Vax Trump :

Question. What are the politics of the solicitor ?

Ansicei: He was appointed by my predecessor ; I do not knowwhat his politics really
are—how he affiliates now.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. What was your x»redecessor's politics ?

Answer. He was a republican. I would not like to locate a man in politics without
knowing.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was it the habit of your predecessor, Governor Smith, to appoint dem-
ocrats ?

Answer. Not much.

By the Chairman :

Question. Those two cases, Cates and Harper, were the two-cases in Jackson County
complained of to you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have the offenders been arrested ?

Answer. Those who whipped Harper have not been arrested ; those who are charged
with the killing of Cates have been arrested, and indictments have been found against
them for murder. They have been prosecuted for foiu' weeks in succession, the resi-

dent lawyers aiding in the prosecution. The solicitor telegraphed to me to allow him
a detective, because he thought that with the aid of a detective he could discover the
offenders. That was before he did discover the parties ; however, I had no power to
allow him a detective.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Which party has the majority in Jackson County ?

Answer. The democrats are largely in the majority.

By the Chairman:
QueHiion. By "prosecution" do you mean a preliminary inquiry, or a trial before

a jury?
Answer. There was first an examination by a court of inquiry, and theu an indict-

ment found by the grand jury of the county.
Question. They have not been tried before a traverse jury ?

Answer. I believe they have not been tried before the circuit court.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Que«tion. Are they in prison ?

Answer. Yes, sir. As I stated before, the prosecutor is a man of great energy and de-
termination, and he is sustained by the editor of the newspaper in that county, a man
©f moderate jiolitics.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Is Stevensou the county town?
Answer. No, sir; Stevenson is iu the county, but Scottsboro is the county town.

The next case that was brought to my official notice was a case in Limestone County.

By the CiiAiu^rAN:

Qttestwn. Plca^se give the date if you can.

Answer. I think it was within the last three weeks. I do not remember the date.

I wa« in the town of Hunts ville when my attention was called, by the inobat« judge
of Madison County, in the presence of Jose^ih C. Bradley, to what was termed a Ku-
Klux outrage in Limestone County.

By ilr. V.VN Trump:
Question. Huntsville is in Madison County?
Ansicir. It is. On invitation of the jiulge of probate I called at the probate office the

next uioriiiug, to get more accurate information from an assistant of his iu that office,

who had heard the statement made of the outrage. A man by the name of McGregor
was said to have been the victim.

Qui.^tiun. Wliite or colored ?

AnswiT. Wliite. I learned from the assistant of the probate judge these facts : This
man, McGregor, had bought a horse from another citizen of Limestone County, for

which he paid him, perhaps, a hundred ilollars. After the trade they repaired to a
still-house, a« they call it there, a place where they make whisky, and there they got
drunk. McGregor was charged with stealing tlu^ hundred dollars, and getting the
horse too. That night some four or live men went to McGregor's liouse, took him out,

and threatened to hang him if he did not give up the hundred dollars.
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Question, Were those men disguised ?

Answei: I do not know whether they were or not, and I must confess that I do not
remember whether that was stated or not.

Question. The reason 1 ask is that you cliaracterized the transaction as a Ku-Klux
outrage.

Atisiccr. Yes, sir ; the reason why I am not certain in my recollection will he ex-

plained. Not content with that information, however, I ordered my recording secre-

tary to repair to Limestone County for the purpose of investigating the facts and send-
ing forward a detailed reixu't. He telegrajihs me, uuder date of the 13th instant, as

follows :
" Investigated fully Limestone case. AU democrats ; drunken spree ; no poli-

tics."

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you auy other cases to which yon wish to refer ?

Answer-. Some three or foiu- weeks ago I addressed a commuuicatiou, in the form ot

a circular, to the district attorney of the United States, at Montgomery: also to the
solicitor of Montgomery County, Kobert Knox ; to a geutlemau of tlie fiame of Speed,
who is a man of intelligence, and the school superiutendent of Perry County, one of
the largest negro ;,counties in the State of Alabama, and to several other gentlemen,
whose names I now forget, requesting them to furnish me with a statement of any
outrages or crimes committed within their knowledge or information. I received no
reply from any one of them, except from the district attorney of the United States,

who expressed some surprise that I should have asked him. I stated in my communi-
cation that I wished to investigate the matter so as to ascertain tbe facts as they
really existed. He stated that there was a case which Jiad occuired the day before in
Montgomery County.

By Mr. Van Trofp :

Question. Is that the county in which the capital of the State is situated?
Aimtver. Yes, sir. I have his letter at my room, but I have it not here. I forget now

the names of the parties or the facts ; at least I could not undertake to make an accu-
rate statement of them. But it was charged that disguised persons had whipped a
negro man. All of them were arrested and brought before the United States commis-
sioner. Tbe palliation that they gave was that this negro man had committed an
outrage ui)on the person of an idiot white girl, and that the idiot girl was discovered
to be pregnant; that was the palliation that they alleged. That is stated in the letter

of the district attorney himself. 1 had not time—it was the day before I left—to insti-

tute auy inquiry^ but the parties were bound over before the United States commis-
sioner in the sum of $il,000 each. That is the most recent case that I know of; there
may bo others, but it is imxjossible for me to remember them all.

By the Chairjlvn :

Qmiion. These are all you remember at present ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; these are cases I have endeavored to ferret out. If there is any
particular case to which you desire me to dh'ect my attention, I might be reminded of
it bj^ reference to it.

Question. You have* spoken of Jackson County ; was there a case in the county in
which a man named Larkin was involved; a colored man, who was taken out and shot
on a stump, or alleged to have been ?

Answer. What time was that? «

Question. About the 1st of January, I think.
Mr. Blair. At Fayetteville, it is'said.

The Witness. Yes; I think I heard of the case of some negio at Larkinsvilie.

By the Chairman :

Question. The negro was named Larkin, was he not ?

Answer. I think 1 heard of that case, but I do not know the particulars.
Question. Was it called to your attention ?

Answer. No, sir, not officially ; it was only by rumor that I heard it. I remember to
have seeu some account of it in the newsijajjer published at Scottsboro, a paper which
I receive at my office.

Question. Have you a recollection whether it alleged that the offense in that case
was committed by persons iu disguise ?

Answer. I cannot say ; my memory is indistinct in regard to that. KI were required
to state my best impression, I should say that they were disguised.

Question. That the persons who committed the offense were in disguise?
A7iswcr. Yes ; that is the best impression I have in the matter, but my attention was

not called to it officially.

Qtiestion. Was this Larkin a colored man ?

Answer. My recollection is that there Avas an outrage of that kind committed ; but I
have no personal knowledge whatever of the matter.

Question. Instead of direeting your utteutiou at present to particular oil'cnstS wliich
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have been conimittecl, there are one or t^vo other questions I wish to ask you. You
have already given it to us as your belief that there was an organization of persons in
the State of Alabama publicly known as Ku-Klux, which organization ceased some
two years ago.

Answer. Yes ; my information was that there was such an organization, but I had no
personal knowledge of its existence or of its operations.

Question. Had you that information fixtm any persons who professed to know the
form and tlie purposes of the organization ?

Answer. No, sir ; only from those wlio had seen them in disguise.
Question. Were they uniformly represented as committing their offenses at night in

di^iguise, in military order?
Answer. My information was that they went in bands ; but as to miUtary order, or

the particulars of their organization, I never had any accurate information.
Question. Your information is that these offenses were committed at night by men in

disguise, and in organized bands ?

Ansiver. Tliat was my information.
Qnestion. Have there not been offenses committed in the same manner, and generally

wjMi republicans, within the last two years ?

Answer. Well, no, sir. I will here state as ray belief that I do not think the Ku-Klux
ever selected a victim because he belonged to any political party.

Question. I do not wish to get at that point yet, if you please, but to another point.
Answer. I understood you to use the word republicans.
Question. Perhaps I put more in my question than I ought to have done. Have there

not been offenses, without regard to whom they have been committed upon, committed
within the last two years, at night, by persons in disguise and in organized bands ?

Ansner. 1 have not heard of any-
Que-stion. Have none been reported to you within the last two years ?

An.'iwer. Is one ; unless those I have meutifuied in Jackson County ; the Cates case.

I may have heard of others, and if I were to reflect a little perhaps I might think of
them.

Qnestion. You give it, then, as yonr testimony that, according to the best of your
information, there have been no offenses within the last two years committed in Ala-
bama at night by men in disguise and in bands ?

An.twer. Oh ! no ; I do not give that testimony.
Question. What is your testimony, then ; that there have been such offenses committed

within the last two years?
Answer. Yes, sir; that offenses have been committed at night within the last two

years.

Quf^tion. By men in disguised bands?
Answer. 1 do not know about that; I have understood that they were. I believe

that those bauds were got \\\) for temporary purposes ; but I .state my belief that, so
far as this Ku-Klux oiganization is concerned, it has been disbanded over fwo years

^'Mf></ioH. Tlie Ivu-Klux organization havmg pursued its operations in this way, a
night and in disguise, you say there have been offenses committed within the last two
years by men in disguise at night and in organized bands. I want you to give your
reasons for believing that the Ku-Klux. as such, have been disbanded.

Answer. I can give no other reason, except the very same reason which I gave for its

existence
;
general information, and the factthat they have never been seen in auy^thing

like or^;uiized bands.
Quesiion. What was your information as to the difference between the purposes of

these organized bands during their existence and the purposes of tliose combinations
that have counnitted these oli'enses within the last two years ; what is the distinguish-
ing ditrcreiKe b(>t\vceu them i

Answer. I will give you what I conceive to be the difference. The origin, as it is

generally uiidi-rstood. the prime moving cause of the existence of the Kii-Klus, was
tbii result of L'liion Leagues. Uuion Leagues were organized inev<n"y little village and
hamlet and town throughout Nortli Alahama, composed principally of colored men,
wirh a spriukliugof whites. Those Union Leagues were supposed— I am speaking now
only from general information upon this suhject as upon the other—the.se Union
L'-agues were supjiosed to have not only a ]>olitieal oliject, but to a certain extent an
object of crime; that they were banded together for the purjiose of committing depre-
dations upon the whites. I say that was tlie iuii)ressi(m; 1 do not say that it was the
fact, becau.se I was never iu one. During the process of rectuistruetion there were no
courts in the State of Alabama, either competent or active iu the administration of the
laws. Everything to a certain extent was chaotic, every man and every jjart of society

were entirely at .sea. And this bantl of Ku-Klux was said to have been organized to

counteract the objects and acts of the Union I^eaguc's, nnd to jjimish crime where the
laws failed to administer justice. I a.m speaking now of what %\ as the geuei-al impres-
sion of the country at that time. As soon as the reconstruction measures became ope-

rative, and the government was organized under those measures, tuid the c-oui'ts of
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justice were reopened, that orffanizfition was rtishandefi, or certaiuly it ceased to exist,

so far as the geueral iuformation of the oouutvy went. Uotbrtunateiy. under the re-

construction naeasures in Alabama, we had placed in power a great many incompetent
officers, men who were not capMble of discharging the functions either of judge or

prosecuting attorney ; men who were totally unlit either by tlieir moral or their mental
character to aduiiuister the laws. I am speaking now what my experience as a lawyer
l)ids me to speak. The old system of prosecuting attorneys was abolished; that is,

what we called the district system, where a prosecuting attoruey had a jurisdictioo,

if I may use that expression, of hve or six coimties, or rather coextensive with a judi-

cial circuit ; that office of prosecuting attorney was abolished, and in its stead was
established a multiplicity of solicitorships, one for every county ; thus reducing the
dignity of the oftice and the emoluments of the office to such an extent as to forbid

the possibility of obtaining talented men to fill them. A few boys, who had just conie

to the bar, striplings who had no experience, and who, perhaps, had never read a law
book through, were the onl^' ones who ran for such offices, and filled them. They
were not only incompetent, but were living in the very mid^t of the intlueuces they
ought to have put down. They thus became timid in the administration of the laws

;

they were too young and timid. Fortunately that is now somewhat passing away

;

they are getting more experience, and to a certain extent are becoming more capable
of discharging their duties, and are now bringing men to justice that otherwise escaped
formerly, partly from ignorance and partly from indisposition on the part of the prose-

cuting officers. Wheu that unfoitunate condition of affairs passed away, it was gen-
erally understood that the Ku-Klux organization had disbanded; and I repeat that I

am satislied that for two years i)ast, since the presidential election which elected

General Grant, there has been no such thing as any organized bands of depredators or

«f Ku-Klux in t»he State of Alabama. I think that lam in a position to gain general
information on that subject. I repeat, however, that small organized bodies of men
have perpetrated crimes, but not pursuant to an;; rules or laws of an orgy,nizatiou, but
simply to cover up their A'illanies.

Question. That is the answer you make to \h.e inquiry I put?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I do not wish to interrupt you if you are not through. Is that the full

auvswer you desire to make ?

Ansivo: That is all I desire to say now that is pertinent.

Question. I do not wish to inteirupt you unless you are through.
Answer. I believe I am through.
Question. I desire to follow that by this hiquiry ; I will, however, premise with an-

other inquiry. I understand you to say that the Union Leagues were first established

there as a political organization ; and that, as you understood it and as you believe it

was understood by others, some arrangements were made for committing dejiredations

upon the white population ?

Ansicer. That was the impression of the country.
Question. And that the Ku-Klux organization followed it for the purpose of couuter-

actiug its political operations, and also to counteract its depredations by violence

also?
Anstver. No ; I have never underst(»od that the Ku-Klux organization had any politi-

cal significance whatever.
Question. Did I understand you correctly, then, if I understand you to say that it

was organiied in opposition to the Union Leagues for both purposes, or was it only for

the purpose of counteracting violence ?

Answer. To counteract violence, and to administer that ju^ice which the laws failed

to administer. I will not say administering justice, but to punish crimes which the
laws failed to punish.

Question. Whether intended or not, did it follow that persons who entered that Ku-
Klux organization were opposed to the republican party—that they were of the demo-
cratic party ?

Answer. I could only give my impression.
Question. What is that ?

Answer. In my section of the country the whites are nearly all democrats.
Question. Then, whether intended as a political organization or not, did it result as a

nuitter of fact that those who composed^t were of the democratic party 1

Answer. I could not answer that, from the simple fact that I do not know one man
who belonged to it.

Question. So far as your information goes, did you ever hear anybody charged with
heiongiug to it who was not of that political organization ?

Anstver. I do not know that I have.
Question. These questions have been preliminary to the one which I deem of the

most importance. That qitestion is, let these offenses, coounitted by these disguised

bauds, have been committed for a political purpose or not, have the depredators been
hrought to justice and punished, as a rule, or have the laws failed to reach them, be-
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cause of the diflSculty of identifying the offenders or proving the offenses against
them?

Answet: I do not think that I know of any—yes. I think there were some in Lau-
derdale County, perhaps, who were discovered and prosecuted ; that is any iiresent

recollection, but that is the only instance I have known of any discovery of the Ku-
Klux, with the exception of the four disguised negro men who whipped one of their
own race. That was aboiit two years ago ; and I will say in connection with that,
that there were some disguised men who took out the negroes who had been disguised,
and whipped them for whipping the negro. As I stated before, those disguised ne-
groes were dismissed at my earnest solicit'ation, because of their ignorance of the laws
of Alabama and of the heavy penalties attached to Ku-Kluxism.

Question. Then that case and the case in Lauderdale County are the only ones
which you remember of disguised men having been brought into court and prosecuted
for their offenses 1

Answer. I think so'; that is my recollection. I will state, in this connection, (it

would perhaps be pertinent,) that the statute law of Alabama in regard to disguised
men is, I will not call it severe, but is very peculiar, and exceedingly strict and exact-
ing in its provisions. If a party is whipped or killed by men in disguise, the county
may be sued for a penalty ranging from $1,000 to $.5,000 ; and it is the duty of the pros-
ecuting attorney of the county to institute suit for and in behalf of the victim or the
relatives of the family. I think that in Lauderdale County several suits, or one or two
suits, have been instituted for the purpose of recovering the penalty ; in one instance
for whipping a man hj the name of Rogers, and in that case I think he himself is the
witness.

By Mr; V.v^r Trump :

Question. What is the fact as to whether these kinds of suits are or are not brought
in other parts of the State ?

Answer. They are; it is the duty of the solicitor to bring them.
Question. Do you know of any case of the kind?
Answer. I caunot specify, but I know it is generally understood that the solicitor

will do so.

By the Ciiairmax :

Question. Has there been any recovery, that you are aware of, against any connty
tinder that law *

Answer. Not yet ; I do not know of any recovery. There was a case carried to the
supreme court of Alabama the other day, under which there had been a recovery in
the court below, but the supreme court decided against the recovery.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. On a question of law?
Answer. It turned out that the parties were not disguised, hut they were hid behind

some bushes. The county, however, was at first successful in the suit ; the penalty
was inflicted upon tlie county in the court below, but in the su])remo court it was re-

versed. That is the only case that I kuow which has come to a termination.

By the Chairman :

Question. You have no knowledge of any case in which there has been any recovery
against the county?

Answer. 1 do not, unless it is that one. That case was from the city of Mobile, I be-
lieve; I will not speak positively on that point.

QueMion. Have you any recollection of a case occun-ing in Lawrence County in 1869,
in which a man of tiie name of Sapp was hanged ?

Answer. No, sir; the name is unfamiliar to me. If I were to hear anything about
the circumstances I might recall it.

QueMion. I am endeavoring to recall cases which have fallen luuler ray observation
in leading. My recollection of the case is that Sapp was hanged in Lawrence County
in 18()1), and that an officer named Garrett arrested a number of prisoners who were
rescued. You have no recollection of that cas<!?

Answer. I have not.

Question. Have you any recollection of a case in which a man named Collins was ar-

rested and imprisoned, and then escaped ?

Anslver. Yes, sir ; I recollect that. •

Question. How recent was that case ?

Answer. How long since ?

Question. Yes.

Answer. It was some twelve months ago. I think Collins settled in my county, the
county of Colbert; engaged in planting, .and engaged in politics. Where he came from
I do not know ; he was a stranger to us ; he came from some Northern State. He
failed at planting, however, au(l got into the courts, which enabled me to become



ALABAMA. 173

pretty well acquainted with his history. He was elected one of the board of education

for that congressional district, the district represented now by IMajor Sloss. Before

that, however, or about that time, he was insulted by a man of the name of Kernahan,
at the hotel table in the town of Tuscumbia. They got into 'an altercation, and the

result was that Collins killed I^ruahau. Kernahan was a native of Alabama, I be-

lieve; a drinking man, ai'id exceedingly offensive. Collins and he in the altercation,

however, both lired at the same time, and Collins killed him, at the hotel table. Col-

lins was tried, prosecuted with a great deal of zeal ou the part of the family of Kerna-
han, which was a wealthy family, but the jury acquitted Collins.

By Mr. Van Trujiim

QuesUoii. Was it a mixed jury ?

Ansiver. No, sir; it was not a mixed jury. A jury of the best citizens of that country
acquitted Collins. And I must confess that there is perhaps no instance that would be
more illustrative of the fairness of an Alabama jury than that case, because there was
no man in that section of the country, diiuking man though he was, who had a higher
character for generous impulses than Kernahan. He was beloved through all that
region of country. Collins was a man who was, I may say, most odious, so far as his

j)olitical movements with the colored race Avere concerned. He was chief in the
organization of Union Leagueism ; he was a speaker on ev6ry stump, to colored men,
where politics was concerned. Yet that man was triumi)hantly acquitted by the jury,

Avithout live minutes' consideration. A year or more elapsed, when there was a contest

for Congress. Haughey, who was a representative iu the Fortieth Congress, I believe,

was a candidate and very obnoxious to Collins, avIio espoused the caiise of Hinds. In
the town of Courtlaud, Collins and Haughey got into an altercation and Haughey was
killed.

By Mr. Blair:

Question. Haughey was a republican, was he not ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Haughey was killed by Collins, who was arrested, brought before

a court of inquiry, and committed to stand his trial in the circuit court. During the
time of his imprisonment he was taken out of jail, it was said, I believe, by some dis-

guised men.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Can you state right there whether Haughey was a favorite among the
negroes, or not, as a republican candidate ?

Ansiver. Haughey was most decidedly the favorite candidate Avith the negroes.

By the Chairman :

Question. That is your recollection of that case ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Collins escaped, aiid it is said that he has gone to New Mexico,
with his father-iu-laAv, General Smith, who was apj)ointed revenue collector or revenue
assessor in Ncav Mexico.

By Mr. Van Trump :

• Question. Was he bailed out ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; he escaped. He was committed for murder in the first degree, which
is not bailable. There are various impressions iu regard to his guilt; I have my own
impression.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. I understand you to say that he was taken out of jail by disguised men.
Do you mean rescued by them ?

Answer. Yes, sii\ My laAV partner. Major Sloss, was his attorney, and received letters

from him after he escai^ed and went out of the country. There is no question about it

that he Avas taken out by his friends.

By the Chairman:

Question. Out of the jail?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it your impression that they were disguised when they took him out, oi-

met him after they got him out ?

Answer. I am not positive. The reason why I think they were disguised is that it

Avas reported all over the country that the Ku-Klux had taken Collins out and hung
him.

By Mr. Van Truaip :

Question. He has been heard of since ?

Ansiver. My law partner was his attorney ; we have dissoh'ed partnership now; but
Major Sloss told me that he had receiA^ed communications from Collins, and everybody
knows that he is with his father-in-law in New Mexico.
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By the Chairman:

Question. Statements have been made, and I want to inquire of j^our knowledge of

their truth, of railroad drains liaving been stopped hymen in disguise, taken control

of, and run from one point to another, while they inflicted whippings upon some
uegroes in your State. State if you have any information upon that subject.

Answer. I have never received any official information upon tliat subject. I have
heard of it, and npou hearing of it I attempted to institute an investigation ; but diffi-

culties with regard to the railroad, the stoppage of the trains, has prevented me from
accomplishing ray object. I suppose you allude to the occurrence upon the Alaliama
and Chattanooga Railroad, at some iron-works at Attala.

Q^nesiion. I do not wish to allude to any case in particular. Statements have been
made generally, and I wish your general information upon the subject.

Answer. That is the only case I know of, the one on the Alabama and Chattanooga
Railroad. My information was general, that a railroad train, or an engine, was fired

up and carrietl down from a station on the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, by a
party, to a little town called Attala, and there they whipped some negroes. But I un-
derstood that it was by some employes of the road who had taken offense' at some
negroes who had been working with them.

Question. How long ago was that ?

Anstver. It was within the last five or six weeks, I think; but am not positive

a,bout it.

Question. Did you institute any investigation as to that ?

Answer. I gave orders to have it inA'^estigated, but the railroad has gone into

bankruptcy, and the trains have stopped, and there was no easy way of getting at the
facts.

Question. Was it your information that a teacher of a colored school was whipped at

that time?
Answer. No, sir; I did not hear that.

Question. Was it your information that the whipping was confined to the negroes
working on the road?

Answer. That is my recollection, and the only recollection I have on the matter. No-
body comnuniicated'the facts to me at all. It lias often been my request to citizens to

corrcspfind with me. and advise me with regard to these matters. But I have received

no communicatiou upon that subject from Mr. Stanton, or from any other party con-

nected with the road. My understaudiug wa« that it was an outrage committed by
one part of the employes of the road upon another part of them.

Qmistion. Have you information of a case occurring in De Kalb Countj*, in which a
man nanuid Heury Smith was hanged at Hickory Bark?

Answer. I have not; this is the first time I have heard of it.

Question. Allegations have been made before the counnittee that in certain portions

of the State of Alabama, rei)ublicans were not at liberty to freely express th'jir political

sentiments without danger of personal violence ; that has been said with regard to

Greene County, Marengo County, and other counties. If you have any knowledge of

the public seutiuu'ut tliere, as bearing npou that (luestion, plea.se give it to the com-
mittee.
Answer. I am entirely ignorant, personally, of it. I have never been in Greene

County but ouce, and that was during the war ; I have not been there since. I have
spoken fn^ely with leading citizens of CJreene County, and they all seem to think that

the disposition of the jjcople is not only peaceable, but exceedingly tolerant. I believe

that any man can go into the county of Greene and «'xpress his political sentiments.

Judging from my exjjerience in the late canvass in other counties, and my knowledge
of the peoi>le generally, I wo>dd say that, as a general thing, there would be no diffi-

culty encountered by any uu^n of any jjolitical party cxjjressing his sentiments.

Queslion. You canvassed the .State at the last election f

Aumeer. I canvassed some thirty or forty counties of the State.

Question. Were yon interfered with or interrupted at any of your meetings by any
person ?

Answer. No, sir, not at all.

Question. No obstacle w;is i)resented to the free expression of your sentiments?
Answer. I would have to take a g<'neral view of the fet.-liiigs of the ])eople of the State

of Alabama. I think that I know, if any man has a right to know, the peculiar char-

ai teristics of the people of Alabama. My political career ha.s been a long and peculiar

oue in Alabama. I am not a native of the South, uoi- am I a native of the United
States.

By Mr. Van Timmp :

Question. What is your nativity?
Ansica: I am a native of Scotland, and went into the State of Alabama in 1849. In

l^-f):? I was elected to the legislature of Alabama, after a short residence there of fftnr

years. I went to Alabama from the good old iState of North Carolina. Senator Pool
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commonced bis manhood witli me, in bis old county. I -went from a good old wliig
county into a democratic one. In four years I was elected by one of the largest nuijor-
ities given to any one. I was a foreigner ; I was a stranger. Again, in 18.57, I was
elected to tbe State senate. I mention these things in order to come to the point. In
1P60 I was an elector on the democratic ticket. After the Charleston cou\ention I re-
signed n)y electorship, and, in my letter of resignation in the public prints, declared
that I (tould hare no affiliation with any party that aimed at the dissolution of the
Union. I was then placed upon the Douglas ticket as an elector; I canvassed the
State, at least the northern part of the State. I met ^Iv. Yancey, and denounced seces-
sion. The feeling then was ten times warmer than it has been at any time since the
war. But I never received an insult, because the people are a generous people ; I have
a right to say so. I opposed secession on every hill and in every valley in North Ala-
bama. In iiay, 1861, 1 came out in the same paper chat published a speech delivered
on the occasion of the presentation of the tirst flag to the first company that went to
Fort Morgan ; and in a parallel column with the speech upon the occasion of the do-
livery of that flag appeared my letter, stating that I had opposed seces.sion ; that I

had not changed my mind, and that I did not thiidv, from the action of the coufederate
congress, there was any good reason why I should change it. Yet I was tolerated, and
no man ever attempted to insult me, (jr thought of insulting me. I mention this to
show the freedom of opinion permitted and recognized in Alabama. I say what took
place in 1861 is as prevalent to-day in Alabama. There is no man, I care not how ob-
noxious he may be in the political history of the country, if he wili go into the State
of Alabama and express his opinions, not attempt to arouse ill-feeling between the
races, but can express his ojiinions anywhere he pleases. But, as a matter of self-pro-
tection, the people of Alabama require that there shall be peace and harmony and con-
cord existing between the two races ; that is all we want. In that connection I will
say that I know of no feeling in Alabama against the colored race or against republi-
cans, more than existed in olden times between vvhigs and democrats. In olden times
I have met with more opposition and more insulting flings than republicans to-day
get in Alabama. In old election canvasses, when men got on their sjirees, they would
say, " You know you lie y' " That is a lie." That was a common thing back in the
hills and mountains in the olden times. But we knew liow to take that

;
perhaps the fel-

low who did it would turn around and vote for us the next day ; I have known them
to do it. TJie same thing, to a certain extent, in the State of Alabama prevails now,
and always will jjrevail in this country. But as for opposition to a man merely because
he is a republican—there may be instances ; I do not mean to say that there are
not.

Question. In the case where a public meeting is composed largely of the negroes them-
selves, do you give it as your belief and opinion that there is no disposition to inter-
fere with the free expression of opinion in instructing the negroes as to what their
civil and political rights are in the new relations which they now sustain f

Anstver. I say there may be an isolated case ; but as a general thing there is not.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Ai-e you aware of any such isolated cases or not? if so, you can state them.
Do they not frequently occur in the North?

Ansiva-. I never lived in the North, but I take it for granted they occur everywhere
under a rejiublicau government. I will .say here, in this connection, that the feelings
of the people of the State of Alalftima are advancing. Y'ou are aware, as well as I am,
that the reconstruction measures were not by any means acceptable to the people of the
South ; that is too patent a fact to Jje controverted. But that has passed away, and
we are beginning to recognize not only the fact of right and the practical workings of
the right, liut the democrats are beginning to electioneer with the colored men just
like old times, and we are trying to get all tbe votes we can down there.

By the Chaii:man:

Question. Do you believe that the whippings of the negroes, of which you have heard,
had anything to do with the eflbrt to nullify the reconstruction laws in Alabama, and
to deter them from the exercise of their political rights?

Answer. I put it upon record, without any hesitancy whatever, that I do not believe
there has been a man whipped in the State of Alabama, during the last two or three
years, if ever, certainly not in the last two or three years, on account of his political
principles; not a man, black or white.

Question. Or with the purpose of deterring the negro from the exercise of his political
rights f

Answer. Or with that purpose
;
personally I know nothing of that sort. In my

county we have nine hundred negro voters, and they are divided into parties just as
the whites are.

Question. I desired to call your attention to these points for the purpose of oljtaining
your views upon them. It has been alleged that in many instances repuidicun oflicers
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in the. same portion of the State to -which I have referred have been threatened, and
compelled to resign their otHces for fear of encounteriu"; this personal violence. Give
to the committee your knowledge and belief upon that allegation.

Annwer. Since I have been in the government of Alabama, there have been one or two
instances in which parties themselves communicated that fact to me. One of them
was a Mr. Blackford, of the county of Hale. He said that lie was compelled to resign

from fear of bodily consequence.

By Mr. Poland :

Qiicalion. What office?

Antsicer. Judge of probate.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. In what part of the State is Hale County?
Anm^er. It was a part of Greene County. Mr. Blackford came to me at Montgomery,

and in conversation said that he felt that his personal safety required that he shonld

resign. I replied to him that I would not accept his resignation for that reason ;
that

I did not think he was in danger ; and that I would not be a party to encourage the

resignation of any officer on account of such apprehensions, or on account of threats.

He returned. I heard no more of him for two or three weeks, when he came to Mont-
gomery in company with a gentleman from that county, tendered his resignation, and
at the same time presented a letter recommending a party to succeed him. I accepted

his resignation, with the belief that he had entered into an agreement with his suc-

cessor, a man of very good standing, a democrat, but of moderate views. About the

time I accepted his resignation, another party came up and pressed upon me to give

the apjiointment to him.

By Mr. Vax Tkump :

Question. The same man he had recommended ?

Anm-er. No, sir ; his own appointment; recommended by the leading citizens of Hale
County of both parties. Upon inquiry, I discovered that the appointment of either of

them would not restore harmony to the people, and I therefore refused to appoint either

of them, and selected and appointed another man ; I tendered the office to l)im
;
he did

not know I was going to appoint him. He is the son of Judge Pearson, of North Carolina ;

I tendered the appointment to him; he was not aware of it until I sent it to him. I

gave offense to the other ]>arties, but I received the approVtation of the best citizens of

the county for my selection. He was a man who perhaps did not participate in poKtics

at all. I ai)iipoiiit*-d him because it was a republican county ; and although I appointed

a democrat, I wanted one as nearly acc<'ptable to all parties as I could get. Tliat is one

case. I will say, liowever, that nobody ever hurt Blackford. He kept his line race-

horses, liis tine stud, and did everything in the world any citizen could do, and no one

ever hurt a Iiair of his head.

By the Ciiaikmax:

Question. Was there not a communication in the papers that a party had written to

him requesting him to resign ?

Ansuer. Yes. sir; I heard it from him; all 1 know about the matter I obtained fi-om

Mr. Blackford himself.

Question, How many other counties were there in which officers tendered their resig-

uai ions to you ?

Aiisirer. Well, sir, a gentleman came up from Choctaw County a few weeks ago with

the resignation of file judge of probate; in tendering that resignation, of which he was
the bearer, he solicited the appointment for himself, and I gave it to him.

Question. Had the officer who resigned been threatened ?

Ansurr. That is what I understood ; but it is only hearsay.

Quenlion. Are those the only instances of which you have heard—the instances from

Hale County and Choctaw County .''

Answer. 1 think there was a public meeting held in Sumter County, requesting

Luther Smith, who is a citizen of Choctaw County, to resign.

Quention. He is the judge of the circuit f

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. This county of Greene is also in his circuit ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir : there have been some resignations, but they are few.

Question. Wliat is Judge Smith's standing there as a lawyer i

Anmcer. Really I do not know his standing ; I never saw him but once ; he seems to

be a man of energy.
Question. Was there any other reason given for his resignation than the fact of his

party relations ?

Ansiia: I do not rcallv know what the cause of it was; I really do not know; I
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could not speak with any accuracy at all upon tLiat subject. I will say that I know
nothing at all against his personal character ; Inever heard it alleged that he was -guilty
of any crime.

Question. Or that he was incompetent ?

Ansiver. I do not know whether I have heard about his incompetency or not.
Question. Were you thrown in contact with him in the circuit ?

Ansiver, No, sir. I will say that I think I have heard, perhaps, that he was incom-
petent, or something like that. I paid very little attention to it, because the question
of competency is a matter of opinion among men.

Question. In how many counties have you been called upon to render protection
against outrages and violence ?

Answer. I thiuk I was called upon from the county of Coosa.
Question. Please name the counties, and afterward give the details in regard to each

county. Was there any call from Hale County ?

'tnswa: Well, no, sir ; there was no direct call. There never was a du'ect call at all
upon me but once, and that was from Coosa County. Blackford wrote me one or two
letters stating the condition of things in Hale County, and I think the sheriff of Hale
\vi ote to me.

Question. Have you taken any steps, or are you about to take any, for the organiza-
tion of State militia for i:)rotection ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I issued a circular to Greene County, asking them to organize a
company, subject to my orders, to aid the civil authorities. I also addressed a circular
to Jackson County, asking them to organize a company. The laws with regard to the
militia were very imperfect. There is a provision made for volunteer militia, a provi-
sion as lengthy as those for the armies of the United States. It was impracticable to or-
ganize the eutu'e militia of the State. I received replies from the difierent counties,
stating that they did not think there was any necessity for the organization of the mi-
litia ; that the public sentiment against lawlessness was becoming so strong that they
thought in a short time it would be entirely overcome.

Question. ^Miat have been the facts laid before you, or of which you have informa-
tion, which induced you to take the initiatory steps for organizing the militia in those
counties ?

Ansiver. Blackford's letter and a communication from the solicitor in regard to the
killing of Cates, in Jackson County. I never had any necessity presented to me with
regard to any other county in the State, from any party, to organize any body of men
to aid them.

Question. Were the facts such as to induce you to suj)pose that such a step was ad-
visable ?

Answer. I thought that an organization of the leading citizens of the respective
counties would have a tendency to overawe those who were disposed to lawlessness. I
was exceedingly anxious to signalize my administration by the overthrow of crime
and lawlessness everywhere through the State. I thought if I could get such an or-
ganization as I speak of it would have a good influence.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question, In those counties ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Cil4.irm.\x :

Question. Did a judicial ofificer resign in Perry County ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. He sold out, I jiresume.
Question. He resigned.
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was any cause given for it ?

Ansiver, None at aU, but the $5,000 which his successor gave him. He came up with
a Mr. Howe to my oflice, and tendered his resignation.

Question. Is that a case to which you have already referred ?

Ansiver, No, sir ; I have not referred to that case. Mr. Howe succeeded him, and no
cause whatever was assigned for it ; nor have I heard of any except that one. I do not
know that he got $5,000, but sjibsequent to the appointment I heard that Mr. Howo
paid him $5,000 for the oiiiice. It is a very profitable oflice, worth .'$10,000 a year.

Question. Did you know of any threats against those ofiicers who handed in their
resignations ?

Ansiver, The probate judge of Perry stated none. Mr. Blackford in his letter says
that the good citizens of his county always treated him well, and that he thought that
a party who desired the oflice was the cause of the ofl'enses to which he was subjected.
The party that he charged was one of the applicants for the oflice ; I withheld the ap-
pointment for a week or teh days, and then learned that that charge was entirely
groundless ; that the party he had charged with the offense was a high-toned Christian'
gentleman, entirely free from suspicion of a disposition to injure any man. Inasmuch,

12
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however, as the charge ^vas so made, I refused to give him the appointment, although
he was the one turned out under the reconstruction acts.

Question. Have you any information of threats used against the officers of Choctaw
County, either against the sherifi'or the probate judge?
Answer, Yes, sir; I have understood that they had been threatened—only from them,

however.
Question. Were they threatened on account of their political opinions ?

Answer. I do not kuow anything about it further than what they told me.
Question. AVas that the information you had ?

Answet: From them, yes, sir.

Question. Was there any attempt made against the judge of the seventh judicial cir-

cuit—one of the circuit judges of the State "?

Ansicer. Who is the judge of that circuit?

Question. What is the number of Judge Smith's circuit ?

Answer. I do not myself remember ; they have been so recently made.
Question. In connection with that subject, was complaint made to you in any in-

stance, or had you information which led you to believe that there was any attempt
being made to prevent holding the court ?

Answer. None.

By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. Eight there we may as well know how long the governor has been in office.

How long have you been governor of the State of Alabama ?

Answer. Six months ; I went into office the latter part of November.

By the Chairman :

Question. When the probate judge of Choctaw County resigned, do you remember
. hat reason he gave ?

Answer. He did not give any reason ; simply sent in his resignation through Judge
Houston, whom I appointed. I did not wait a moment, but appointed him, although
I had a connnunication asking that the appointment should not be made until other
applications could bo made.

Question. Was it not Judge Glover ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; it was.
Question. It was he who brought the resignation f

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I was thinking of another judge.
Question. Did he give any reason for the resignation ?

Answer. No, sir ; not that I recollect.

Question. Was any step ever taken, either before your term or since, to investigate

the minder of Mr. Boyd, the solicitor of Greeue County ?

Ansiccr. I know very little about that case ; in fact, nothing but hearsay.
Question. That occurred before the commencement of your term ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; some time before ; I was at homo when I heard of the murder.
Question. How far do you reside fiom Greene County, where that murder was com-

mitted ?

Answer. About one hundred and fifty miles.

Question. Was any political motive attributed for that murder ?

Answer. The only thing I ever heard about it, that I now remember, was that he was
]iro8ecuting some parties, and they thought the parties prosecuted were imiilicated in

the murder.
Questifin. Was not that murder, according to your information, committed by men in

disguise in the night ?

Answer. Really I do not remember any particulars about it.

Question. Do you remember reading the accounts of it ?

Answer. I suppose I read the accounts of it, but I do not remember the particulars.

Question. The account given was that some 75 or 80 men in disguise, or a large num-
ber of them, rode into a large town during the session of the court and murdered a
man in the hotel. How do you distinguish that case from offenses committed by the
Ku-Klux, before the time when you say they disbanded?

Ansiver. I do not know. I think a special case may be distinguished from an organi-

zation; they might disguise themselves for the purpose of coniuiitting a special crime,

and not be pursuing any regulations or orders of any organized body. I have no doubt,

as I have stated before, that men in disguise have perpetrated crimes ; I have no
doubt, from my information, that such has been the case. But when I say that, I am
satisfied from my information, and I beheve that, within the last two or two and a
half years, or since the presidential election, there have been no crimes committed by
])reconcerted action—1 will not say preconcerted—but by a permanently organized
body.

Question. Now, having taken you over the ground indicated by previous examinar
tions here, as far as I can, and our object being to ascertain aU tho information with



ALABAMA. 179

regard to your State in relation to the execution of the laws and the safety of life and
X)roporty, if there are any other facts bearing upon that subject which you have not
stated, give them fully to the committee.
Armver. In justice somewhat to myself, I would say that, in regard to particular in-

stances, unless they have occurred during my administration, I am not able to speak
with any accuracy, for my information ot" them was obtained through the medium of
floating rumors and newspaper accounts ; accounts sometimes in one newspaper, some-
times in another, of different political complexion ; and my mind was not riveted to
them as it has been since I have been in oltice. I can only speak with regard to the
geueral character and condition of the country.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Your residence is in Tuscumbia ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. There was a colored man by the name of George Taylor, said to have been
whipped in your town in 1869. Did you ever hear of such a person ?

Ansiver. Never heard of his name, nor of his being whipped ; it may have occurred,
but I do not recollect it.

Quentioyi. And, about the same time, it was reported that three colored men were
hung from a bridge at Tuscumbia, a leading colored man of the name of Johnson said
to have been one of them. Do you recollect the circumstances of these men having
been hung from the bridge ?

Anstver. Yes, sir. I have no personal knowledge of the fact, but I ha^ e no doubt of
the three men having beeu hung.

Question. For w*hat offense ?

Anstver. I was not in Tuscumbia at the time ; I had my family at the springs in the
mountains.

Question. "What was the offense charged against them ?

Ansicer. They were hung, as alleged—in fact, I am not only satisfied, but may say
'.at I know that they were hung—for burning the female academy of the town of Tus-
, ambia. They were considered to be the leaders of the coD#piracy. Five others were
prosecuted vmder indictments for arson, for the same burning. I was the volunteer
attorney, with one of the oldest attorneys of the State of Alabama, to defend the five.

One of them was the husband of a negro girl that belonged to me while slaverj^ existed,
a girl whom I raised. They were convicted, and sentenced to the iieniteutiavy for five

or seven year^—I forget now which. We took an apj)eal to the supreme court
from the ruling of the judge, and the supreme court decided the appeal well taken.
Their sentence was suspended in the interim. Before the appeal was decided
in the supreme court they escaped, and the news was circulated all over the country
among the colored people that those five had been taken out of jail aud hung. That,
however, was not the fact ; they escaped, by the aid of some of their own race, and got
into the States of Tennessee and Kentucky. I speak now of w^hat I know, because
the wife of one of them was my cook ; she received a letter from her husband, which
I read to her ; and she went on to the State of Kentucky, where she now is, and cor-
responds now with my little girls. She is a yellow girl, and a very faithful servant.
They all escaped, and the general sentiment of the community was that it was a very
goo'd thing that they did escape, the three leaders having been punished. I will state
further that those negroes were the body and life of a Union League in the town of
Tuscumbia. I had the whole confessions of the defendants. By some chance they
received advice from a negro man from Memphis to use the torch ; that they were at
war with the white race, and they should use the torch upon them. That was over-
heard in the town of Tuscumbia. This negro man from Memphis was a porter npon -

the sleeping-car of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. They met together upon
the night of the burning, divided themselves into squads, three for an advance guard,
three to carry the coal-oil and matches, and the balance to remain behind while the
building was set on fire. They first agreed that they would set fire to the whole town

;

but this colored man suggested that this one was a good man, and another suggested
that that one was a good man, and they finally birrned only the female aSylum. These
three negroes were taken out by disguised men and hung on the public bridge at
Tuscumbia, so I was informed. It was considered, however, by the community as a
great violation of law ; notwithstanding their crime was great, still the best part of
the community was very denunciatory of the proceedings.

Question. Was the academy occupied at the time ?

Ansirer. It had just been repainted and re-covered. This was on a Thursday evening,
and, I think, the school was to be reopened on the Monday following.

By Mr. Van Trtoip :

Qiiestion. Was it a mere local village school or an academy ?

Anaicer. An academy. ''

Queaiion. Was it a valuable building ?
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Ansiver. Yes, sir, as valuable as most any in our county. It was the only one we had,
and we have had none since. It ^as burned, I think, in 1868.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do you know a Methodist preacher who has been living in HuntsvlDe for

some time by the name of Lakin?
Answer. I only knew him by reputation.

Question. What is his reputation ?

Aiisivcr. He is a very shrewd, sagacious, cuimiug man, a man of strong mind and'
strong will.

Question. "What is his reputation as to veracity ?
,

Ansiver. I cannot speak with regard to his veracity, except from general information
;

I know nothing about him myself. As for his veracity, I can only judge from what
I have heard about his romancing and wonderful tales of one thing and another. I

know nothing about the person' at all. If I were called in a court of justice and were
asked if I knew his character for veracity and truth in tlie neighborhod where he
lives

Question. You say he has a repution for romancing ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not know exactly how to designate it. It is ray understand-
ing of the man that he looks at everything through a jaundiced eye, with a magnify-
ing eye ; small events that would not be noticed by other men his imagination and
fancy work into terrorism.

Question. Is he an enthusiast in his. character as to religion 1

Ansiver. That has been his reputation. I knew his reputation long before I saw the
man. He is considered to be a zealot in his cause, the establishment of the Northern
Church in the South. He and others came down there to work upon the colored popu-
lation in order to get them to abandon their connection with the Methodist church
conference South, and unite themselves with the Methodist conference North, assign-

ing a variety of reasons why they should do so. I haA'e been an eye-witness in our
town to the feuds and disturbances that have arisen from these efforts. There are two
churches there, and therefls a very bitter feeling existing between the two sections of
tlie church—the Northern Church and the Southern Church.

By the CH.VIRMAX:

Question. Both colored?
Ansiver. Yes, sir. There are distinct colored churches there. The colored people

since their emancipation are all forming themselves into separate and'distinct colored
congregations ; liefore that, while slavery existed, they attended the churches of their

masters.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do the colored people some of them belong to the Methodist Church South,
and some of them belong to the Methodist Church North, and do they have sejiarate

congregations ?

A nsiver. They have separate congregations.
Question. And you say there is a great deal of bitterness of feeling between the two

churches ?

Answer. Yes, sir; so much so that it has taken a political turn. In my county the
Northern Church l)eloug8 to the republican party, and the Southern Church to the
democratic party. There were one hundred and twenty-five voters in my i)reciuct who
belonged to the Northern Church.

By Mr. Yax Tru.aip :

Question. You say there is a great bitterness of feeling between these two churches

—

North and South ; it is mutual, is it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. If anybody should say that that bitterness of feeling was all upon the
democratic side and none on the other, that would not be the truth ?

Answer. No, sir. The fact is that in our town it is about equal. They hftvo separate

public meetings to get up subscriptions to advance their interests ; they have two
separate churches ; the Northern church is within one hundred and fifty yards of my
residence, and one of our oldest colored men is the minister of it ; I think it was this

man Lakin who converted him.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. Do any of the white people in that region of country belong to this North-
ern division of the church ?

Answer. None in my immediate section. I understood that on the line between
Winston and Walker, or AVinston and Blount Counties, there were some two or three

churches composed principally of whites whc, through Lakin, had associated them-
selves with the Northern conference. When I was in the canvass Lakin preceded me
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a few days tlirougli a pait of tlic mountain region of North Alabama. But I have
understood tliat those churches have abandoned their connection with the Northern
conference ; whether it is so or not I do not know ; I have heard that they axe what
they call broken up.

Question. Have you ever heard of the destruction of any of those churches, the burn-
ing of any churches and school-houses of colored people, belonging to this Northern
conference ?

Answer. I do not know that I have ; I cannot specify the burning of auy church on
either side ; there may have been instances of that kind, and I may have heard of
them, but I cannot locate them now.

Question. A person by the name of James Dorman has been spoken of here, who was
whipped and run off in Wetumpka. Is that probably the same man to Avhom you
have referred ?

Ansivcr. That is the same man.
Question. You called him Isaac Dorman ?

Anstcei'. That is what I called him.
Question. There could not have been two instances of that kind, of persons (jf the

same name ?

Answer. No, sir; this is the same one—Isaac W, Dorman.
Question. Have you ever heard anything of a man named Jesse Kpight, a preacher,

who was shot in Morgan County in 1869?
Answer. I do not recollect such a name. I may say that there was a very ill feeling

existing about that time in Morgan County. There were several homicides and assas-

sinations in Morgan County ; they were the result of personal feuds. The fii'st killing

Avas that of a young man of the name of Eagland, a lawyer. He was shot while sit-

ting by the side of his wife in his own house. It was charged that a man of the name
of Charlton, who was a jirobate judge there, was the ringleader of a party opjiosed to
Eagland. Several other assassinations and killings took place, but I do not remember
the names of the parties. Finally Charlton himself was killed as he was stepping off

the cars of the Memphis and Charleston Kailroad. Ragland and Charlton bo'th being
killed, the feud terminated, and there has been peace and qjiiet in the community ever'

since. Eagland was an impulsive man ; what his offense was I do not know. Charl-
ton I knew, and he always appeared to me to be a very decent and well-behaved man.
Eagland was a democrat, and Charlton was a reiiublican.

Question. Did you ever hear anything in regard to a man by the name of Blair being
taken from his house in Vienna, in Madison County, and beaten and mutilated ? I think it

was stated that the parties who were identified were indicted under the civil rights

bill.

Answer. I do not know anything about that case, AVhen did it happen ?

Question. It was under the civil-rights bill ; I do not know exactly when it occurred.

Ansicer. I do not recollect anything about such a case.

Question. It has been stated in evidence here, that there were thirty-three indict-

ments, seven for murder and manslaughter, pending in the United States court at
Huutsville in the fall of 1870 ; and that of all these iJarties under indictment, only two
were arrested, the others being at large. Were you a j)ractitiouer at that time in the
Uuiteci States court ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I know nothing about the number of indictments, nor have I ever
heard anything about the failure to arrest the parties.

Question. As you are a i)ractitioner in the court, would not such a condition of affaii'S

probably haA-e been brought to your knowledge, and have arrested your attention ?

The statement is that there were thirty-three indictments, seven of them for murder
and manslaughter, and only two arrests were made.
Answer. I think I should have known of'them, because the civil-rights bill and the

powers of the court under it were matters of general discussion among the members
of the bar, and I think I would have heai'd of such enormities had they existed.

Question. Of course that was an assumption ofjm-isdiction which had never previously

belonged to the Federal courts, and such a state of things would have attracted the
attention of auy lawyer practicing at that bar f

Answer. I am very intimate with all the members of the xirofessiou there.

Question. You never heard of the circumstance ?

Answer. I never heard of it, or anything connected with it. The record, however,
^vould show ; it might have escaped me.

Question. Was there opposition made to your assuming your duties as governor after

ou were declared elected?
Answer. Yes, sir; there was bitter and persistent opposition.

Quesiion. In what form and in what shape did the opposition exhibit itself; I sup-

pose it was generally known that you had a majority returned for you as governor
of the State i

Answer. Yes, sir. •
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Question. I believe your constitution requires that the iiresidiug officer of the senats

shall declare the result of the election ?

Ansiver. The returns of the election are made from each county to the presiding offi-

cer of the senate. The presiding officer of the senate is required to count them out

durin^'' the first week of the session of the legislature, in the presence of the two houses.

With regard to myself andmy election, it was determined to defeat this j)rovision of our
constitution ; and a bill was filed, praying an injunction to restrain the presiding offi-

cer of the senate from counting out the vote for governor and treasurer.

By Jlr. Yax TRxniP

:

Question. Were other State officers elected at the same time ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I will come to that. No oj)position was raised against the lieu-

tenant governor, the secretary of state, or the attorney general ; it was confined to the
governor and the treasurer. Before the election the lieutenant governor, Mr. Apple-

gate, had died ; and the iiresiding officer of the senate was a man by the name of I3arr.

The injunction was served upon him^and he obeyed the injunction. He counted the

votes for lieutenant governor and declared the one receiving a majority of votes as re-

turned, duly elected lieutenant governor ; but he would not count the votes for the

governor or for the treasurer. He had not, however, made his calculation sufficiently

strong and accurate, for the verymoment that the lieutentant governorwas declared duly
elected, he qualified, according to the constitution, and counted the votes for governor and
for treasiirer, right there and then, in compliance with the requisition of the constitution.

It was alleged, or rather it has been alleged, that I had not a majority of the legal

votes cast ; but at that time it certainly was not contended that I had not. Governor
Smith himself, on the day after I reached Montgomery to take my seat, entered into a

conversation with me, and sympathized with me upon the responsibility and annoy-
ances to which I would be subjected in that office, and said that he had no doubt that

I had a majority of the votes of the State ; those were his words. I remarked to him,
" Governor, I am very glad to hear you say so, because it is rumored that you intended

to resist my inauguration." He went on, however, in a sort of equivocal way, stating

that ho had a right of course to contest any election if he thought lit to do so ; but ho
left me with the impression, and I so told my friends, that he would raise no opijosition

to my inauguration. In the mean time, however, this injunction was being prepared.

It was charged that there was fiaud in the election. If there was fraud I certainly

had no knowledge of it tlirectly or indirectly. No friend and partisan of mine ever

intimated iu the remotest manner that there had been any unlair dealing, or that a

single vote had been counted to me to which I Avas not legally entitled. They charged,

however, that on a fair count they would have a majority, assigning as a reason that

the box from Russell County had not been counted, Avhich gave Governor Smith 1,125

majority. That, however, was a mere ruse, for the i)urposo of predicating an applica-

tion for' an injunction. The 1,125 majority claimed from Russell County were the

votes of 1,125 colored men from the State of Georgia. At Girard, in the county of
Russell, there were two boxes oijened ; one a box pursuant to the statutory iirovisious

of the law ; the other box was opened by a man named Hook, on a bridge that runs

from Columbus, Georgia, to Girard. At 2 o'clock in the day the sheriff, a republican,

went to Hook and told him that ho must close that box or he would jmt him in jail.

He closed the box and carried it immediately to the county seat and took a receipt for

it from the probate judge. About midnight the legal box, which really had 225

majority for Smith, was taken up there, and the probate judge refused to receive it,

stating that he had already given a receipt for a box.

By Mr. Bkck :

Que^tiou. Were there auy votes/or you inihe bos wliich was on the bridge ?

Answer. There was not supposed to be one. On the next day the judge of probate,

the circuit clerk, and the sheriff, Avhoso duty it was made to compare the poll-list Avith

1 he registration lists and count the ballots, met there. They were all three repub-
licans," faithful ropublicaus ; but two of them happened to be honest men, and they re-

fused to count the spurious box. The sheriff' and circuit clerk v/ould not count that
box, stating that it was a perfect outrage. I am speaking of wliat I know, because
bome of the parties themselves told me. Wo were iu this dilemma : the box could not

be certified to the officer at Montgomery. They sent immediately for tho other box,

the one Avith tho 225 majority, but it was not to be found ; this was about the second
or third day jierhaps. Of course the box upon which they claimed 1,125 majority was
not to be counted; though u])on that they calcuhiiod to out-count my vote. There was
another reason upon which they based a hope ; tho county of Washington sent a ma-
jority of COO for me. Instead of addressing tho return to the presiding officer of the

^ senate, they addressed it to Lieutenant Governor Applegate. Lieutenant Governor
Api)k'gate was then in his grave ; but the letter came into his widow's bauds, and she
carried tho return to a leading republican of Montgomery, asking him to carry it to

the cai»itiil. But instead of carrying it to the capital he told her three days afterward
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that he had sent hack the retiiru to Washington County. So 600 majority for me was
gone there.

By Mr. Van Trump :

QuesHon. That was not counted ?

Anstver. They were counted afterwards.

Question. I mean at the time of the declaration of the vote in the legislature.

Answer. No, sir, . The return fi-om Covington County was mailed, but it never reached
Montgomery. I sent a young man to get a duplicate, which he brought, and that

showed 500 and odd majority. A return from another county was not forthcoming, and
it is not known whatever became of it ; that was 200 and odd majority.

Question. A majority for whom ?

Answer. For the democratic ticket. My majority, as counted, was about 2,500.

Quesiion. As counted in the legislature .^

Answer. I mean the count including Washington, Covington, and the other county.

By Mr. Stevenson : t

Question. You mean if all had been in that should have been in?
Anstver. Yes, sir. In that election there were 925 illegal votes given upon the Alaba-

ma and Chattanooga Eailroad ; votes by transient hands working iipon that road, from
Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee. The sujierintendent of the road marched them
up to the registration office, had them registered, and had them pass before them, and he
handed them tickets to vote ; they voted for William H. Smith for governor, and for the
lieutenant governor on the democratic ticket. There were 925 of them who had no more
right to vote there than a man iu Atrica ; they were transient workmen there. These
votes were counted against me, and not against the balance of the ticket. That is the
road in regard to which there has been so much difficulty iu relation to bonds. Then it

was charged with regard to Sumter County that men were intimidated there, and that
Greene County had gone democratic because of the riot at Eutaw. Now I am pos-

itively informed, and so believe, that the riot at Eutaw injured ns in Greene Coujity not
fewer than 500 votes; I am satisfied that the majority for the democratic ticket iu

Greene County would have been 500 more had the riot not occurred. The question

then occurs why, in a colored county, should this democratic majority exist ? The
answer is simple : Hays, the present member in Congress, had become exceedingly un-
popular, and we calculated to carry that district in the congressional race. It was our
calculation for weeks, yes, for months, that we would carry that district over Hays.
And I have no doubt that when the race is run again by any democrat that Charles
Hays will be beaten in that district.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Is Hays unpopular with the white or with the colored voters ?

Aiisiver. With the colored voters. In Sumter County, where the great change took
place, I expected a change. By marriage, I am related to nearly every large planter in

the county ; andtthe negroes I had owned had relations in Sumter County. For two
years after the war I had control of three hundred negroes in Sumter County, every
one of whom woidd have traveled from the Gulf of Mexico to the Tennessee line to do
me a favur. I had control of one of the largest plantations in Sumter County ; I
allowed them to occupy three thousand acres of land for three years, without charg-
ing them a cent. I expected to carry Sumter County ; I would do it to-morrow. Iu
those two counties is where they charged we were disappointed; that is a mistake

;

to-day I would carry the county of Greene by 2,500 majority ; I am perfectly willing;

that it should go upon record here that I believe so. In Greene County there could
not have been any terror or intimidation. The military forces of the United States

were there, at every leading precinct in the county, i^rotecting them. 1 will tell you
that the colored population iu Alabama are not so easily deterred from the exercise

of their franchises; they are not very easily deterred; you may persuade one, but you
cannot deter them in bodies. ' Strange, that in Dallas County, with a large city in its

center, and men of jjowerful influence there, the same reasons should not exist that
did in Greene County, or in Sumter. Butler is a large negro county; Madison has 800
negro voters, but I carried it by 600 majority. We have 850 voters in my coimty, and
I did not lose but 125 of them, and was perfectly astounded at losing one of them. I
never iu my life asked a negro to vote for any one. The negroes of Alabama, as well

• as anywhere else, know their political rights, and will exercise them. They will be
like the whites in that respect; they will get discontented and change, vote for A.
to-day, and B. to-morrow.

By Mr. Van Trvmv :

Question. Change more on men than ou measures '/

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Then there is another reason; I have intimated it before. The
democratic party now is begiiming to electioneer pretty strongly with the colored.
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people ; we are beginning to meet tliem at least lialf way ; and it is a fact, undeniable
in regard to the election in Alabama, that I got 8,000 more votes than Mr. Seymour got,
and William H. Smith got 2,000 more than General Grant. How terror could exist in
Alabama, under such circumstances, I must confess I do not know. William H. Smith
got 2,000 votes more than General Grant, and I got 8,000 more than Seymour and Blair.

By Itlr. Blair: .

Question. That shows that there was a larger vote than in the presidential election ?

Answer, Yes, sir.

Question. You say that this bill in chancery was filed, enjoining the presiding officer
of the senate from counting the vote ; were any other means taken by the incumbent
of the office to prevent your inauguration ; was there any use of troops ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he asked the commanding officer at that time to furnish him with
a guard at the capital, which he did.

Question. Was there any unusual concourse of people at Montgomery, the capital, of
your adherents, armed, at the time of the contest ?

Answer. I never saw an armed man during the whole contest. I myself was not
armed. We did not propose to use any arms ; we intended to pursue the law, which
we did ultimately.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. You had some sort of a trial ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there, at that trial, any unusual number of strangers?
Ansii-er. No, sir ; there were a great many strangers in Montgomery, from the simple

fact that the grand lodge of masons held a meeting there at the time, and there was a
conference of the church there at the time ; but everythiug was quiet and peaceable.
I went up and had an interview with Governor Smith when he resigned his office, and
no unkind feeling or bad feeling existed, further thau I intended to have the office and
he intended to hold on.

By Mr. Bl.ur :

Question. You instituted legal proceedings before oneof the judges in order to obtain
possession of the books and papers of the executive office, and the decision was in
yoiu: favor, as I understand ?

Answer. Well, the governor did not wait for a decision, he gave it up.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In regard to this conversation with governor Smith, of which you have
spoken, was it about that time when he surrendered ?

Answer. An hour after lie surrendered he sent the key down to me.
Question. Did he state that the reason he surrendered was in order to preserve the

peace *

Answer. No, sir ; he did not say anything about it ; but he afterwarjls wrote a letter,
which was a surprise to the parties Avho were the intermediates in the matter, assign-
ing that as a reason.

Question. Ho did not assign it in the conversation with you ?

Answer. No, sir; the only conversation before he left was one in which he asked me
to appoint a justice of the peace for his town, which I did. That is the only time that
I did not inquire whether the one to be appointed was a democract or republican.
Ami he also asked to take some records with him.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. It has been stated before the committee that the clerk and sheriff of Rus-
.sell County were democrats. You stated that they were republicans. What reason
have you for believing that they were republicans ?

Answer. I never understood them to be anything else; all my information has been
to that elTect.

By Mr. Blah; :

(.Question. Do you know thorn personally ?

^Inswer. I do not.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. By whom were they appointed, or how did they get into their offices ?
Answer. I do not know wliether they were appointed or elected at the time the con-

stitution was submitted to the people. Russell County is a republican county.
Question. How are the officers appointed, or elected, Avho had control of the election

between you and your predecessor ; and what was the political complexion of the ma-
jority of those officers, so far as you understood ?

Answer. The oflicers of the election precincts are appointed by the probate judge,
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the sheriff, aud the circuit clerk of the respective counties. Those three election offi-
cers and the returning officer for each precinct have, I believe, the right to select a
clerk.

Question. How were those judges of probate elected?
Answer. They were elected, I suppose, if not all, nearly all of them, at the time the

constitution was submitted for ratilication.
Question. Is it or not the fact, that at the time of the ratification very few democrats

voted at all ?

Answer. There was an almost universal abstinence from voting on their part.
Question. Was it or not the policy of the democrats at that time to defeat the ratifi-

cation of the constitution of Alabama by . abstaining from voting, because the act of
Congress requii-ed that an actual majority of the registered voters of the State should
vote at that election ?

Answer. That was the policy promulgated from the central committee.
Question. Aud it was so defeated "?

Ansicer. It was so defeated.
Question. So that the men who are judges of probate are men who were elected by

the republicans, in opposition to the democratic policy of staying away ?
Answer. 1 know of but one or two exceptions; one was in my own county.
Question. What I want to get at is this : in a very large majority of cases, the officers

controlling the election were men who had been elected, at least, as republicans ?
Answer. Yfes, sir; nineteen out of twenty.
Question. Have you, in Alaljama, any power or right, under your laws, to challenge

the right of a man to register or to vote ; if so, how do you urge it?
Ansiver. We are absolutely prohibited from challenging at either the place of regis-

tration or the place of voting. And if a foreigner, who had arrived on the shores of
America only yesterday, should present himself at the ballot-box to cast his vote, noman can challenge his right to vote.

Question. If you, a citizen of the State, knew the fact to be that he was a foreigner
who had arrived only a day or two before, or was just fi-om Georgia, Virginia, or Ten-
nessee, yon would lay yourself subject to arrest if you should challenge his vote?

Answer. I would, for it is made a penal offense.
Question. So you have absolutely no means, under your election laws, of preventin"-

illegal votes from being cast, if men choose to cast them ?
°

Ansu'er. That is the law ,' there is no law on the statute-book to punish iUe"-al vot-
ing. *'

Question. Have your lawyers investigated that fiuestion and determined that you
cannot reach illegal voting ?

Answer. They have.

By Mr. Poland :

Question. You have no law against illegal voting?
Ansicer. It is the general opinion of the profession, upon an examination of the crim-

inal law, that there is no law on the statute-books of Alabama to punish illegal voting.We did think that under the broad, comprehensive character of the common law it
might be made a misdemeanor.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. And you are liable to punishment if you attempt to challenge an illeo-al
vote?

i- . o &

Atiswer. I thiuk so.

By JMr. Poland :

Question. To challenge a man's right to vote who has not a vote ?

Ansiver. You cannot challenge at all. A boy of sixteen might come up to the ballot-
box and deposit his vote, and no man can challenge him.

Question. And you say there is a punishment provided for a man who obiects to such
a vote ?

'^

Ansicer. I think it is made a misdemeanor.

By Mr. V^vn Tel^ip :

Question. "What is the public impression in Alabama as to the object of that law :
Trt'as it ty prevent any challengijig of illegal votes ?

Ansicer. We thought so; I {HTuded to it in my message, and asked its repeal.

By Mr. STE^'T:xsox

:

Question. Has it been repealed ?

Answer. No, sir ; I asked the repeal of it in my message in January last.

By JMr. Van Trump :

Question. So there is no law against illegal voting, but there is a law makino- it a
criminal offense for a man to challenge a vote ?
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Ansivcr. My impression and belief is that it is made a misdemeanor. I would rather

see the law. I know that you cannot prevent a man from voting.

By Mr. Poland :

Question. Have you no triers, no officers to determine a question of that sort ?

Ansivcr. No, sir ; not at all. I make the hroad statement, which I know to be the
fact, that in the case of a boy whom you might know to be but sixteen years old, or a
man whom you might know to be a foreigner, you cannot jirevent either of them from
casting his vote.

Question. You have a registration law ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Are your registration officers obliged to register everybody that offers ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they have to swear them.
Question. Have thej" no discretion or judgment in determining who has a right to

register ?

Answer. My understanding is that they have none. It is a marvelous law, so much
so that I called the attention of the legislature to the fact in my message, and asked
them to repeal the law.

Question. Do you understand that provision is in the constitution or in the statute ?

Answer. In the statute ?

By the Chairman :

Question. Here are the acts of the legislature of Alabama for 1863. AVill you turn to

the act to which you refer ?

Anstver. It is the act of October 8, 1868. Section 34 of that act provides: "That
there shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter held
in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any election in this State shall

be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any person ; and any
person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays any
l)erson offering to vote shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be
lined five hundred dollars, and on failure to pay the same shall be imprisoned in the
county jail for six months."

Question, Is there a ijrovision against any citizen challenging the right of a voter to

be registered ? May any citizen go before the registrar, and contest the right there,

when a voter offers to register ?

Answer. Jly impression is, that he has no right there, but I would prefer to refer to

the law. I see by reference to section 4, of the "Act to provide for the registration of
electors," that it is provided " that it shall bo their (the registrars') duty to enter, or

cause to bo entered, in a book, the Jiamo of every person qualified to vote under the
constitution of this State and the acts of the legislature thereof; aud before entering,

or causing to be entered, such name, they shall require the person applying to be regis-

tered to subscribe to the oath prescribed in section 4, article 7, of the constitution of
this State." That is the only provision that I see, directory as to the registration.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. The oath referred to covers the qualifications ?

Answa: 1 believe so ; I do not remember the language of the oath.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Under the law of Alabama, have not the registrars the right to keep open
the registration of voters up to and during the day of election ?

Answn: That is my recollection.

Question. Have they the right, or do they exercise the right, of keeping the registra-

tion open near the same place wliere the voting is going on, so that a man could regis-

ter his name, aud in a minute, or by going twenty stejis, give his vote if he sees fit!

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have seen that done.

By air. Stevenson :

Question. You say the bar of the State have not been able to find any law under
which they believe they can punish a man for illegal voting. Is there not a law under
which ho can be punished for illegal registration ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is a very heavy i)enalty for that.

Washington, D. C, June IT. 1S71.

Governor KOBEKT B. LINDSAY, examination continued.

By I»Ir. Beck :

Question. Will you state whether the legislature that iiassed the election laws now in

(*xisten(<' in Alabama was the legislatui'e that was elected at the time the constitutioa

was declared adopted ?
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Amwer. It was the same legislature, composed of the same members,

he (Eocrats
'"''"^' ''' *^''* legislature, if any, were democrats, or claimed to

in^hrifnni" nn^ "'"''''^f ' ^^^^I'^f^^ "^^ thirty-three members, there was one democrat':iu the house, composed of one hundred members, I think there were perhaps ten or

Kdoto'ttiT I c'^n"'
*"""'"''"

' "^'^ *''"^^"^ *^^* perhapsIcoSldna'methem,

'

?1'^S""tw''^''*'^'*
^^'^

n" ^T-'"'^^'^f ^^" ^^^"-'^ «^ representatives were republicans ?

aboi!t Jhe pi^ortioT
"'^'^"""-^'^'^'^

5
I may be mistaken about the number, but that is

Question. What was the provision of law or of the constitution with reo-ard to the

S^nv Wl '^
"''^'Z *^''*i

constitution holding their seats? And pleasetSe, with-

in
*
,^f/fh"L*^''Il"-'*'''^''

J^«^ t^a^ s«^«ate have acted with regard to holding or giv-ing up their seats in reference to the constitutional provisions upon that subject.

IPcHnnfVin'^-f''
i-«f^«"ect the precise language of the constitution. But my recol-lection IS that it provided that the representatives should be elected for two years, andthe senators for four ye^rs; thatone-half of the seats of the senators first elected shouM

Sen.fP fn, o^'f
""?• ""^

f
-^^

"""f
""^

K""
•^^'^'^^

'
*^^^'' providing, just as in the United States

^n^t'^^.. v^^''^''^^''''''\\^^^^^^'^
""'^^*^^' «f members of the senate; in other

7Zth Pr"^''^'"- *^'''*-
''''^-h}^ ""'^ ""^ *^« members of the senate should be newly

SfNo^enibJr.''''*'

""'''*''' ""''''*'• ^"^ ''^''^'"'' '^^' ^"^*'''*^ ^«^" i-epresentatives

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. In accordance with the constitution ?
JwsHy. In accordance with the provisions of the constitution. At the leo-islativesession before the last, or prior to the election of November last, the question was prl-

wl fl 'e'Sovf?'^'
'"'^

^""^'f- ''^T.T *^ ^'?^*^*^«^- *^« «^°^to^« «I^«^^l<i draw for the long

const tnitn T^"' '''f'--'^'''Stothe spirit if not in accordance with the letter of thSconstitution. Ihe senate decided not to draw, but to hold over, which they did. In

Lsr?of thTtoSftn^'^"'r"^?^'
senate remained and acted as a senate at the lastsession ol the legislature, and will do so at the next session.

Qnestion. That wvll give a portion of the senate six years for their term ^
Answer. Jvo sir, not six years--yes, I believe about six years ; in fact, all of them.question. It they draw now, those who draw the short term will go out at the end offour years and the other half will hold over for a term of six yeSrs : and it" they donot draw lor seats now all of them will hold over f

j ,
i u ii tnty uo

thitl-TwTJ'! fT."^"" \^}^' ^"'^*^5 t^^f."- peculiar construction of the constitution, and Ithink that the letter of the constitution is susceptible of that construction. I have nohesitancy of saying that the spirit of the constituMon and the other provisions of theconstitution are al adverse to that decision. If I had the constitu ion heTl couklpomt out the peculiar ].hraseology of it. If their construction of the constitution wa"correct, which we pnictically now h^ive to admit, they having held over under it, the

fru'JoSt^
^''^' '''' '"^ '^^"''' ««^«*™<^*i«'i and'that coSstruction must stand or

Question. Th&t is to say, the prohibition of a limitation of the term of four vears mustcontrol their construction ?
^ "^"^

Aimver.Yes, sir
;
and the drawing of the senate shall only take place after the nextelection of the entu-e senate. It was upon that construction that they held, for theconstitution says, as I remember, that an election for senators shall take place in 1^7-^ •

hence that construction they put upon it.
'

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. They held that all of the first senate hold for four years ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
and I have no hesitancy in saying that the letter of the constitution

IS clearly susceptible, to my mind, of that construction
; and that all go out n IsSTfthat construction is coirect. o ^ '^ •>-^"'', •»

By Mr. Beck :

Q;j<36/io». Will or not the fact whether they will go out or not be determined upontheir OAvn decision, hereafter to be made, whether they will go or not '?

oflre'le'.islature^''''''
intimated that they are determined to draw at" the next session

questioli. Have they not the power, as a matter of fact-I do not speak of the ri<^htbut the power—to adopt that course?
^ me li^ni,

Answe;,- I do not know how much power usurpation of that character would be ; but
it certamly would be contrary to the letter and spirit of the constitution for the senateto hold over, some of them, for nearly seven years, when they were elected only forfour years, according to the strict letter of the constitution. I must say that I do notapprehend anything of the kind. I believe all the senators will be elected, and all the
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members of the house wiU be elected at the nest election. I will not anticipate one of
those usui'iiations until it comes.

By ilr. Blaie:

Question. Among the members of the senate, who was the ijresiding officer before the
new lieutenant-governor was inaugurated ?

Answer. Immediately preceding that the presiding officer was a Doctor Barr, a sen-
ator from Wilcox County.
^Question. Are any of the present senators holding office under the United States?
Ansxcer. Yes, sir, several. The senator fi;om Washington and Choctaw Counties is a

district revenue assessor or collector, I do not know which ; but he is a revenue officer

of the United States Government, with his headquarters at Mobile. I think at the last

session of the legislature, near its commencement, he appeared in the senate lor a day
or two, but his official duties kept him away for the balance of the session.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Is there not a Mr. French a senator and a federal officer also ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; Mr. Yordey, the senator from Sumter County, is also an officer in

the custom-house at Mobile, and, as I understand, his home is in Mobile. I asked some
of the citizens of Sumter County if they knew Senator Yordey, and they said that they
had never seen him in the county, and did not know whether he had ever been in it.

By Mr. Tooi.

:

Question. How many counties does he represent ?

Ansicer. Sumter alone. Sumter is a large coxinty. There is another senator—however,
he is not an officer of the Government ; he is a mail conti'actor, which is recognized by
our laws. Our constitution x^ositively prohibits

By Mr. Blaiu : •

Question. The holding of xiny office of profit and trust under the Government of the
United States by a member of the legislature ?

Answer. Yes, sir; witli the exception of mail contractor, and, I think, postmaster.
Question. Are there senators wlio are disqualified by reason of non-residence within

: heir districts ?

Ansicer. The senator from Jackson County is not a resident of the State at all.

Question. Who is he i?

Ansu-er. His name is Whitney. He resided in Jackson County for a short time, at or
about the time when the election took place. Since then he has been a resident of
Chattanooga, Tennessee. That I know, for I intimated that I would issue an order for

an election to supply the vacancy, and he came to see me about it. I would have done
80, but I was satisfied that the senate was the judge of the qualifications of their own
members. His business is all in Tennessee; he is building a little town of his own
there, on the liue of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad. •

By Mr. Van Trumt :

Question. Is he a Northern man ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a very sharp, energetic fellow. 1 1 Iiiiik that he was a telegraph
operator once.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Does he represent the county by telegraph ?

Answer. He represents Jackson County. Some of the citizens of the county spoke to
me in regard to it, and asked me what could be done. I told them I did not kuoAV
anything that could be done, that the senate was the judge of the (lualificatious of its

members, and that I had no power over it.

By ilr. Bkck :

Question. Are these all you think of? If so, I will ask you another question.

Ansicer. I do not know any others that lean name at present ; these are within
my knowledge.

Question. Did or not the r>eople of Alabama, after having defeated the adoption of
the constitution in the mode prescrilied by the reconstruction acts of Congress, and
after Congress had on application refused to impose it upon them, feel, when it was
imposed upon them subsequently, by the passage of the omnibus bill, that they had been
more harshly treatid than any other State in the South; and did or not that aggravate
your people more than the people of any other State ?

Answer. Well, as to the comparison between the people of Alabama and other South-
ern States, that I am not i)repared to answer. But with respect to the simple fact of
the people of Alabama feeling aggrieved, I can say that they were. They believed that
they had quietly and peaceably complied with the strict letter and spu'it of the recon-

struetiou measures. The constitution was obnoxious "to them in many respects, but
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especially the disfrancliisiug portions of the coustitutiou'. They believed that the

policy to be adopted, iu order to secure its defeat, was to keep away from the polls ou
the day of election. There was a great deal of sorrowful feeling on the part of the

people of Alabama when that constitution, with its disfranchising and other obnoxious

clauses, was imposed upon them by the Congress of the United States. It was a silent,

but none the less a deep feeling, I might say almost of sorrow, not of revenge.

Question. You remember that that constitution was fii'st rejected by Congress, upon
motion of Mr. Stevens himself, because it had been defeated by the people of Alabama,
and it was recommitted to his committee ?

Anmver. Now that you speak of it, I think I do ; I cannot speak accurately.

The Chairman, (Mr. Pol.vkd.) I believe it was recommitted on my motion.

Mr. Beck. I believe it was ; but you made that motion after Mr. Stevens had said

that upon that expose he would not suiij)ort the constitution.

The Chairman', (Mr. Poland.) It was on my motion, in concurrence v.ith Mr.
Stevens.
Mr. Beck. I believe it was.
Question. What I want to get at is, whether after defeating the adoption of the con-

stitution in strict accordance with the reconstruction acts, the people of Alabama did

not feel seriously aggrieved that the members of the first State legislature and other

State officers should be imposed upon them afterwards, as they were by the omnibus
biU ?

.

Ansii-o: That last fact which you state was the cause of the greatest annoyance and
feeling to the jieople of Alabama. If they had anticipated such action on the part of

Congress, they would have pui'sued a different policy ; would have run their candidates
for office, thereby softening the obnoxious part of the constitution through the admin-
istration of the laws and the constitution. But they entirely abstained, with one or

, two exceptions, from running candidates ; and the offices were filled by default, by
every Tom, Dick, and Harry who saw fit to announce himself as a candidate.

Question. Is it the fact that many of the State officers, members of the legislature

and senators, would and could have been defeated, if it had not been believed that

under the reconstruction acts they would be defeated by staying away from the polls ?

Ansive): I am satisfied that the house of representatives would have,then been demo-
cratic ; the senate might not i^ave been, from the simple fact that the senatorial dis-

tricts were set forth iu the constitution in a manner which we understand by the term
gerrymandering. They would give one county a senator, and to four other counties,

with nearly three times the population, only one senator.

Question. Do you remember whether or not, to give you a special case, that at least

one member who came to Congress from Alabama, General John B. Callis, after the

constitution of Alabama was rejected in the spring, went ou to Jackson, Mississippi,

with his command, and was there serving as an officer of the Army when the omnibus
bill was passed, and he then came here and took his seat as a member of Congress
from Alabama ? In other words, he was not a citizen of the State at all ?

Answer. I know nothing about the movement of Callis to Mississippi ; but I do know
that he was in command at Huntsville, Alabama, subsequent to that time, because I

was in coiTespondence with him relative to a difficulty that arose in connection with
the Freedmen's Bureau.
Mr. Beck. I do not know how far this is competent ; here is Callis's own testimony

in the Mississippi case, in which he swears that in the June succeeding the February
when the constitution was voted upon, he was in command at Jackson, Mississippi. I

may perha^js be permitted to show it to j ou.

The Witness. What is the object of submitting this to me?
Mr. Beck. My object is to ask what you know as to whether General John B. Callis,

member of Congress from Alabama in the Fortieth Congress, who took bis seat because
of his election at the time of the vote upon the adojitiou of the constitution, was in

fact not a citizen of Alabama at all, but an officer in the Federal Army, and as such
under the command of General Gillem. The witness can say that General Callis has
himself so sworn, as he sees by reference to this document.

Iklr. Pool. I do not wish to be understood as objecting, but I simply make the point

as to how much testimony taken before coiumittees of the House of Representatives
shall be incorporated into our report.

Mr. Beck. If this is to be the efiect of it, I do not wish to do so.

The Chairman (Mr. Poland.) I understand that Mr. Beck desires only to show this

to the witness for the purpose of refreshing hs memory, so that he may be able to state

whether such is the fact.

Mr. Beck. That is what I desire.

Mr. Pool. I understood Mr. Beck to say that he wanted the witness to tirstify that
General Callis had sworn so and so.

Mr. Beck. That is what I want.
Mr. Pool. That certainly opens up the question to which I refer.

Mr. Van Trump. This is a legal document, and as sucli is as competent as any legal
document would be offered iu e^'idence in court.'
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The Chairm.'o^' (Mr. Poland.) To the extent that Mr. Be^ik offers it now I do not
think there can be any objection to it, merely for the pmpose of refreshing the recol-
lection of the witness.
Mr. COBURN. I understand that Mr. Beck disavows that pui-pose.
Mr. Beck. I stated that I wanted to go a step further tli;m to refresh his memory

;

however, I will withdraw it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Do you know whether several persons who took offices, because of the so-
called election at the time the constitution was voted upon, were in fact non-residents
of the State at the time Congress, in the June following, passed what was known as
the " omnibus bill,!' adjnitting the State of Alabama along with others ? And do you
know whether, after the vote upon the constitution, they actually left the State, and
returned to it when they found that the omnibus bill had passed, and then claimed their
offices ?

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the locality of any one of them ; but I have
heard it again and again charged that many of them returned from their homes in the
North to take offices after the adoption of the constitution of Alabama by the Con-
gress of the' United States.

Question. After the passage of the omnibus bill ?

Answer, Yes, sir, I suppose so.

Question. Will you state whether or not that state Of things produced a great deal of
feeling, and an impression of bad treatment, on the part of the people of Alabama ?

Amwer. Well, the people of Alabama did not approve of it, by any means ; and the
feeling toward those parties was certainly not of a very kind character. Hence the term
that was appli(,'d to them, especially at that time, of " carpet-baggers." They came
down there just merely for the purpose of holding the offices, and for no other pur-
]>ose.

*

Question. In that connection state to what class of persons the term "carpet-bag-
gers" is applied.

Ansiver. Just precisely to that class I speak of; and hence I used it in that connec-
tion. It was applied to those men who returned to take possession of the offices

;

Tuen without aifv' interest in the State of Alabama, mere adventurers who had no in-
terest and no feeling with the people of the State. It did not apply to the genuine
settlers in the country.

Question. No matter where they came from?
Ansicer. No matter whore they came from ; whether from the shores of Lake Supe-

rior, the shores of Lake Michigan, the State of Massachusetts, or the State of Vermont.
^Ve have such settlers scattered all over my section of the State, and they are treated
kindly

;
and, by the by, they seem to have taken very kindly to ns, a great many of

them. On the other hand, we had men who came there, as is well and significantly
stated, with nothing but a small carpet-bag in hand, to hunt office, which they got by
the non-actiou of the people of Alabama. "To that class the term "carpet-bagger" is
confined.

"^"

By Mr. Tax Trump:
Question. I wish to submit this proposition to you, governor, for your consideration :

While this committee was organized for the puri)ose of investigating and reporting
iil)on the disorders which are 8Ui)po9ed to exist, and the unpunished crimes which are
alleged to have been perpetrated in the Southern States, as a coixelative of the duty
imposed upon us, we are, as I think, also authorized to iuqtiire into the causes which
havo produced this state of things, if such is the fact. Now I wish to know your
opinion, from your long residence anioug and intimate connection Avith the Southern
]>eople, and as the chief executive magistrate of one of those States, whether or not,
after the Southern people in arms submitted to the supremacy of the Federal power, if
the spirit of the terms of capitulation between Sherman and Johnston and Grant and
Lee had been observed in the subseqm-nt Federal legislation, the Southern people, as a
general thing, would not have cheerfully, or at least quietly and honestly, assumed
their old status in the Uuiou, even with slavery abolished ; a'ud outside of the social
and inevitable demoralization which bclougs to civil war, conuuou to the North as well
as to the South, would not law and order have been the rule, and individual crime the
exceptionas in all civil comuuiuitics ? This is alpngand, perhaps, theoretical question

;

but I want your full and deliberate views in answer to it.

Answer. The question is a leugthy one, and a very pertinent one. I wiU answer it as
briefly as possible, and give my views, based upon my experience, both as a citizen and
as an office-holder in the State of i^abama. My opportunities of knowing the senti-
uienta of the people of Alabama I conceive to have been exceedingly good. I was
elected, immediately after the war, to represent a portion of North Alabama, in the
State senate, and there had an opportunity to ascertain the feelings and sentiments of
the people, not only of the section I represented, but of the various sections of the
State. And I may say now, what I thought then, that the readiness and wilUngnesa
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of the people of Alabama, as well as of the other Southern States, to submit to the order
of things that ensued subsequent to the war was marvelous beyond conception, and
certainly without a parallel in the history of any nation I ever read of. t looked upon
it not only as a submission, a forced submission, to the power of arms, but I absolutely
thought that a spirit of willing gladness to return to the Union prevailed among the
I»eople of the State, especially among the people of my section of the State. There
were a few exceptions, I will not deny, a few Hotspurs who were reluctant to acknowl-
edge defeat, a few men wild and crazy enough to think that something might turn up
that would yet biing them victory ; but they were few and isolated exceptions. The
body of the people, according to my conception—I am speaking especially with regard
to North Alabama ; I speak also with regard to South Alabama, but especially with
regard to North Alabama, my own section—the body of the jeople readily realized the
condition of things and willingly submitted to it. And I have no hesitation in saying
now, what I have said upon the stump, that at the end of two years the Union feeling
of the country had become strong. I was in the legislature for two sessions and knew
what that sentiment was. The constitutional amendments came upon the legislature,
and first aroused opposition subsequent to the war ; especially that amendment, and
in fact that only, that imposed disabilities upon and disfranchised a large xiortion of
our citizens ; the fourteenth amendment I believe it was called. I was in the legisla-
ture at the time that amendment was submitted. That legislature comprised a ma-
jority who had been anti-secessionists. Of the senate, of which I was a member, prob-
ably one-third of the members were those who had supported the Bell and Everett
ticket before the war^ one-third had supported the Douglas ticket, and perhaps one-
third had supported the Breckinridge ticket. Fully two-thirds of the senate had been
anti-secessionists. That amendment was not only objectionable to, but it was promptly
rejected by the senate, because it imposed disabilities upon two-thirds of the senate,
and that two-thirds persons who had opposed a dissolution of the Union. It was the
general sentiment, I know it was my own, that we would never be instrumental in im-
posing upon ourselves political degradation. I i-emember an expression that was used,
that " we would not commit political suicide to save others from committing political
murder ;

" that was the expression. I mention that to show the feeling that animated
those who rejected the fourteenth amendment. I do it to show, that it was not a feel-

ing of opposition to the*Government of the United States, nor to the Union, nor to the
Constitution, but simply because it was an odious measure of degradation upon the
very parties who had striven against a dissolution of the Union. Nine out of ten there
who had opposed secession had been office-holders under the old democratic govern-
ment of Alabama, while the leading secessionists were new men, who had never held
office, or who, to a great extent, had never held office in the State of Alabama. Mr.
Yancey, their leader, had been elected to Congress only once, and could not gain that
position the second time. He and his followers had not been office-holders, and conse-
quently did not come within the purview of the disqualifying clauses of the amend-
ment. Hence the odium, I skj, that attached to it among the very men who had tried
to be faithful to the Government and Constitution. of the United States prior to the
war. A feeling friendly toward the Union was gradually growing up ; the recollections
and asperities of the war were rapidly iiassing away, when that amendment, and then
the reconstruction measures which rapidly followed, came upon us. I think those
measures had a very unhappy and unfortunate effect at the time upon the people of the
South.

Question. Now, superadded to this general legislation of Congress, commonly known
as the reconstruction policy, and, indeed, as a prominent part of it, was not the manner
in which negro suftrage and negro equality was forced upon the Southern iieople one
of the most torturing instruments of degradation which could have been inflicted upon
them by a conquering power, actually placing them under the political control of an-
other race, their former slaves, in numerous localities of the South ; and looking at this
unparalleled condition of things, as far as wo can, from their social and political stand-
point, is it not a marvelous fact, outside of these enumerated cases of local outrage and
lawlessness, that the southern people, as a i>roud-spirited and even haughty political
body, have been so patient and enduring?

Ans^ver. The investing of the negroes with the political franchise and the right to
hold office, all this to a i»eople whose slaves those negroes had been, was necessarily a
measure fraught with very unpleasant consequences, to say the least ; but when taken
in connection with the fact that while the negro obtained the right of voting and of
holding office, hundreds and thousands of the leading men, of the trusted citizens of the
State, were disfranchised and disabled from holding office—the two taken together, I
say, were well calculated to arouse the feelings of the Southern people and cause
them to attribute to the Government of the Un|^ed Stales a design to degrade them,
instead of elevating the negro.

Question. Whether that was the intention or not, was not that the result ?

Ansxcer. That was the result. For example, notwithstanding my political antece-
dents, at the first election after the adoption of the reconstruction measures four negro
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meu whom I had iu my emploj^ walked out of my yard aud speut the day in a political

carnival audjiad the right to vote, while I had to remain at home powerless to aid or

to defeat by my vote any man or any measure that was to be decided upon by that

election. That was not well calculated, I say, to harmonize my feelings to the meas-
ures that deprived me of the right of voting ; and it was with others as with me.

Question. One other question ; even now, would not general amnesty and an equal
participation in the blessings, as well as the obligations, of civil government vouch-

safed to the Southern people have a strong and happy tendency iu restoring fraternal

relations between the North and the South ?

Ansiver. The people of the South are an impulsive people ; they are an exceedingly

generous people. They are quick to be offended, but they are as ready to forgive. My
experience has been thai^rarely do the people of the South, and the farther south the

less so, cherish implacable hate or obstinate animosities. They will strike and forgive

iu almost the very same instant of time. Hence every kind act, every generous and
benignant act on the part of the Government of the United States, has never failed to

meet a quick and ready and thankful response from the people, within my knowledge.

The very fact that it has been retained longlrom them absolutely increases the enthu-

siasm which which it is received when given. Hence I believe that universal amnesty,

placing all the white men of the South upon an equality with all the white meu of

the North, would be not ouly the most gracious measures that Congress could adopt,

but I believe it would go further in recementing the old ties of Unionism in this coun-

try than anything else I could imagine. You cannot get human nature to hug its own
chains. I know myself that when my disabilities were removed, through the influence

of Senator Spencer, I felt a new man. I know what I felt—I felt new ties binding me
to the Government of the United States ; I felt that I had an interest at stake; I felt

that I could walk into any State of the Union as a citizen, rehabilitated with all the

privileges and immunities of a citizen. But until then, I must confess, I did not see

what special interest I had iu a Government that did not allow mo to have a voice

iu it.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. Is it not a source of dissatisfaction to all the people

Answer. Allow me; in that connection, for it is a very important one, I would like

to say one thing. I mentioned the readiness with which the people of the South for-

"et aud forgive. As an instance of their readiness to accept the condition of things,

as imposed upon them by Congress, I may mention that in December, 1868, I wrote a

letter, which was given to the public, reviewing tlie entire situation—that, I think,

was iu December, 1868—reviewing the entire situation, referring particularly to the

manner iu which the amendments to the Constitution had been adopted, aud the re-

(^onstruction measures passed ; but at the same time urging upon the people of Ala-

bama to accept the situation, to honestly accept the situation, and go to work, and
work ont lx>tli their material and political salvation under the Constitution as it was.

In that letter I urged upon them the absolute necessity, not ouly on their own account,

but on p,ccount of the colored race, to do everything iu their power to educate and
elevate their minds. That letter appeared in December, 1863, or in the beginning of

186'J,and it was canvassed and discussed throughout the entire State of Alabama,

and upon that letter I received my nomination for governor of that State. The people

of Alabama are willing now to take things as they are ; reclothe us with full-fledged

citizenship, and there will be no dilhculty. No doubt there will be crimes committed

there as everywhere ; however, I do not think that is necessary.

Question. Those disabilities attach to prominent citizens, whose prominence is due to

the couiidcnce that their fellow-citizens had iu them prior to the war and during the

war ?

Anaicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it not a source of dissatisfaction to the entire community that the men in

wh(ma they have placed their confidence, and avIio still have their confidence, should be

under disabilities f Is not that sentiment a common sentiment, and one that extends

to the entire white population of the State ?

Answer. There is no question of it.

Question. This fi^eling of discontent on this ground is not couliued to those who are

themselves under disabilities, but it extends to their fellow-citizens, who dislike to see

men and all the men, who have had their confidence, placed under disabilities?

Answer. It extends to all the citizens, especially when they come to select men to fill

o0ices. In a great many instances they have to take inferior meu, because of the im-

possibility of fluding men capable of holding office under the Constitution and laws of

the country. •
Question. In your testimony yesterday, in speaking of the contest made for governor

at the time of your owu election, you alluded to a nund)er of men along some lino of

railroad who were not residents of the State at all ; I believe you said some nine hun-

dred were taken up aud voted by the contractors on the road. What road was that ?
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Ans^cer. The Alabama and Chattanooga Raili'oad.

Question. You iticntioued that there had been some difficulty in regard to some bonds
to be given to that road, which induced this action on the part of the contractors. I

want you to explain what was that bond matter which induced those contractors to be
so active in their efifbrts to reelect Governor Smith ?

Ansiver. During the canvass we suspected that there was some collusion between Gov-
ernor Smith and J. C. Stanton, the superinteudent of that road, to secure Smith's re-
election at all hazards and at any expense. It was believed that the special ettbrt of
Stanton was to cover up the malpractice of Smith in the issuance ofbonds ; that was tirmly
believed by myself and by the citizens generally. Since my election that belief has
been entirely confirmed.

Question. What was that malpractice f

Austve): Under our railroad system, all railroad companies in the State are eiititl;Mi

to )$l(i,000 a mile of their bonds indorsed by the State ; or rather to have their bonds
indorsed by the State to the amount of i^Ki.'OOO a mile.

Question. For the construction of new railroads ?

Answer. Yes, sir. After the tirst twenty miles are finished, and not before, they are
entitled to a State indorsement of $320,000 of their bonds, and then to the indorse-
ment of $80,000 of their bonds upon the completion of every five miles thereafter,
until the road is finished.

Question. Are the roads entitled to this benefit designated in the law ?

Answer. No, sir ; it is a general law.
Question. Applicable to all railroads ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, I have since discovered,
when completed, would be entitled to the indorsement of $4,720,000 of their bonds, but
only when completed ; it is two hundred and ninety-five miles long. At the time tliat

Governor Smith went out of office they did not profess to have finished but two hun-
dred and fifty miles, forty-five miles being still unfinished. I know that they had not
finished that number of miles. Yet, notwithstanding the fact that l)y their" own ac-
knowledgment forty-five miles of their road were unfinished, Govenior Smith had in-
dorsed the entire $4,720,000 of their bonds, and also $500,000 of bonds the indorsement
of which they never would be entitled to.

Question. And had delivered those bonds to the contractors?
Answer. Had delivered them to the contractors, signed by his name and with the

great seal of the State attached thereto. I have seen some of the bonds.
Question. Hence the activity of the parties in interest to secure the reelection of

Governor Smith ?

Ansirer. That is what we thought.
Queslion. And hence they resorted to this large number of illegal votes ?

Answer. TLiat is what we believed. Stanton was said to have furnished the means
for election purposes.

Question. Has the road been completed since ?

Answer. It has not.

Question. It is not finished now 1

Answer. No, sir.

Question. And the State indorsed bonds are all issued ?

Answer. They are all is.sued.

Question. Are there any other instances in your State of similar transactions by the
officials in illegally indorsing railroad bonds ?

Answer. That we do not know, from the simple fiict that iio other railroad has made
default in the payment of interest on the bonds.

Queslion. No other road?
Answer. No, sir. It was only through the default of the Alabama and Chattanooga

Railroad Company that we were enabled to discover it in that case.
Question. Is there not kept a record of the bonds in the proper State offices ?

Answer. No record ; not a line of a record has been kept.
Question. Does not the law require that such a record should be kept ?

Answer. I cannot say that it does. The law was all penned for the benefit of the
railroad companies, not for the benefit of the State.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. When was that law passed ?

Answer. A law was first passed in 1867, while I was in the legislature, with very
strict provisions, providing for the indorsement of $12,000 a mile." At the subsequent
session of the legislature, in 1868, the amount was increased to $16,000 a mile, and in
the case of one road to $22,000 a mile.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You say the law of 1867 allowed the indorsement of these bonds, but under
very strict provisions ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

13
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Qucfition. Were those provisions done away with by the subsequent legislation ?

Ansicer. It would be hard to tell what were the subsequent amendments; they were
so mixed and so susceptible of this and that construction that it would be hard to tell

what they were without reading the law just as the occasion required one to investi-

gate it.

Question. I understand you to say that there vrere at first strict provisions in refer-

ence to the issuance of these bonds ; aufl you also say that the law as it now stands
does not require even a record or register of the number of bonds that have been
issued ?

Ansiaer. I do not think it is required in regard to the indorsed bonds.
Question. Was it ever required f

Jnsicer. I do not know whether the law of 1867 required it or not ; I do not think it

did. I do not think such a requirement is necessary ; I think it was a part of the ex-
ecutive's duties to keep a record of his own official acts.

Question. It is impossible, then, for you, as the chief executive of the State of Ala-
bama, to ascertain now the actual liability of the State on bonds that have been thus
indorsed ?

Answer. I can only approximate their number from the number of miles of road built.

But that would not be a certain guide, from the simple fact that Governor Smith, in

his message, upon his retirement from the office of governor of the State, positively and
unequivocally declared that he had indorsed only $4,000,(K)0 for the Alabama and Chat-
tanooga Railroad. That Avas on the last, or nearly the last, day of his otiicial life.

Question. And you have since ascertained that he had indorsed |1,300,000 more for

that one railroad than he stated in his message ?

Ans^ver. Yes, sir ; there is no question of that ; that is certain.

Question. What was the amount of the State indebtedness at the end of the war?
Ansirer. It was between three and four millions, exclusive of accumulated interest.

That accumulated interest was funded, by the issuance on the part of the State and
the acceptance on the x>art of the bondholders of new bonds for the unpaid interest.

By Mr. Pool:
Question. How nnuh did that funded interest amount to?
Answer. Ail the indebtedness incurred up to the time of reeonstruction^I use that

limit of time because money had lo be borrowed to carry on the government immedi-
atelv after the war—the whole amount of what we call the direct indebtedness of the
Statue of Alabama was )?.'j,:iOO.OO(), or thereal)ont.

Question. Including the funded interest ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the principal and funded interest.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. What is the debt now, as near as you can approximate to it?

Answer. Tiie direct debt of Alal)ama has been increased by only about $3,000,000,
making lietween ciglit and nine millions of dollars.

Question. And tlie liabilities ?

Ansuxr. The luUiilities, I suppose, will amount to about $12,000,000 more.

By Jlr. Pool :

' Question. What do you mean by lial)ilities ?

Answer. Liabilities by indorsements. Under the present indorsement laws of the
State, the liabilities, by the time the roads are finished and they become entitled to
the State indorsement under the law, will amount to !j:5U,0U0.0O0 ; the completion of

the roads now entitled to indorsements will increase the liabilities of the State to some-
where in the neighborhood of §30,000,000.

By Mr. Stevexson :

Question. Y'ou.mean when the roads are finished?

Answer. Yes, sir; they are entitled to it and getting it everj' day.

By Mr. Blaiii :

Question. Is there any security given to the State for these liabilities?

Answer. Under a general law the State is entitled to a statutory lien, or a statutory
first mortgage, I may designate it ; in some instances, upon default by the railroad
companies in tho jiayment of the interest or tin; principal of the bonds, it would have
the right to seize the roads.

Question. Is that the case in rt'gard to Stanton's road ?

Ansuer. That is the case with regard to Stanton's road ; l)ut it may be mentioned
that Stantmi's road extends into four States, comuiencing in the State of Tennessee,
and terminating in the State of Mississippi. Our statutory lien is certainly valid to

the extent to wiiich the road runs in the State of Alabama.
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By :Mr. Pool :

Question. Wbat extent is that, iu nnmber of miles ?

Ansiccr. Really I could not speak positively witli regard to the exact number of mile?
;

I should suppose about two hundred aud fii'ty miles ; that is my impression.

Bj- the CiiALRM.vx, (Mr. PoL.iXD :)

Question, This $10,000 a mile is not guaranteed for any part out of the State ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; for twenty miles outside, at their terminus. With regard to th*^

Alabama Railroad there is au additional security, and that is a deed of trust made
directly to the bondholders.

By Mr. Ste^tjxsox :

Question. To the holders of the bonds indorsed by the State?
Answer. Yes, sir; a deed of trust conveying to trustees all the property in the road

from Chattanooga to Meridian. That deed recognizes the priority of the lien of the
State of Alabama. I think that if the property is there the security of the State ia

valid.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. But inasmuch as many of those bonds were indorsed for which there was
no road built, and there has been none built, the property is not there'?

Answer. It is not there. I will further state that, iu addition to this .$16,000 a mile of
indorsements, the legislature of Alabama authorized the issue of two millions of the
direct bonds of the State and gave them to this road.

Question. Without any security?
Answer. None upon the road, but upon the lands. That law, authorizing the iss^^e of

$2,000,000 of the direct bouds of the State, required the governor of Alabama to
issue them " from time to time "—that in the language of the law—" from time to time,
as the road was completed."

Question. Completed by sections?
Ansiver. No, sir; the word "sections" was not used; "from time to time, as the road

was comiileted." I have no doubt that "sections" was contemplated, because it pro-
vided that the issuance and delivery of the bonds should cease in the event that the
road was not completed by a certain time. Governor Smith, however, regardless of
that provision, issued all of those bouds upou one day, the entire .92,000,000 of bonds,
and placed them in the hands of the company in the latter part of March, 1870. The
result has been nothing but disaster to the road aud to the State. There are a thousand
men to-day on that road in a starving condition, without a mouthful to eat, the
road in bankruptcy, aud in the hands of the custodian of the district court; all

from the fact that these bouds were issued prior to the time when they should have
been issued. If tliej' had been issued as the road was completed there would now be
means in the hands of the jiarties to pay their employes.

Question. Then, as I understand it, you conceive that those bonds were not applied to
the construction of the road ?

Answer. No, sir ; not at all; the party built a fine hotel in Chattanooga, and laid the
foundation of an opera liouse.

Question. Like Fisk, of the Erie ?

Answer. Precisely, upon a similar scale. He is a man of wonderful energy, that
Stanton.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. What is the security for that $2,000,000?
Ansicer. A first mortgage upon aU the lands granted to that road by the United

States.

Question. Is it ample ?

Answer. I think it is, if we can ever realize on it.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Are the lands contiguous to the road.?

Answer. They are confined within a limit of ten miles on either side of the road.
Question. And if the road had been completed the bonds would have been of much

more value than now?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Then, if I understand you, had the bonds been issued in accordance with
the law, and the road had been completed, the security to the State would have been
much better ?

Ansica: Certainly. If the bonds had been issued according to law, the road would
have been comjileted to-day, and been one of the finest enterprises on the continent.
As it is, it is in ruins, and may prove disastrous to the State of Alabama.
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By Mr. Stkvexsox :

Question. How many of those bonds would be uow issued if tliey had beeu issued as

you claim they should have been, only as the road was comijleted ?

Ansurr. From my information, I think there are fifty miles of the road uncompleted,
accordinjT to the requirements of the law.

Question. About one-sixth of its entire length?
Auswer. Yes, sir ; they are running over it, but there is only a temporary track.
Question. Then about five-sixths miles of the road, two hundred and fifty out of two

hundred and uiuety-five miles, have been comijleted?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That proportion of the bonds would now be issued if the issue of them had
been made strictly according to the law?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I paid the interest on the bonds.

By the Chairmax, ( Mr. Poland :

)

Question. The other portion is so far built that they are running trains over it?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; as governor of Alabama I have recognized bonds for two hundred
and fifty miles.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Quetlion. When you say " temporary track," do yon mean that the track is not laid

as it should be?
Ansirer. A part of it is only temporary, carried around the cuts, &c.
Question. The fifty miles which you say is uuiiaished is well finished, except in

regard to the difiicult parts, the cuts, »S:c. ?

Answer. No, sir, it is not. About fifty miles is not finished at all permanently; that
is what I understand, for I have not been on the road.

Qucxtion. Is that fifty miles on the direct rdute of the road, except in regard to the
cuts and fillings?

Anvwer. I think it is.

Question. The road has not beeu fully ballasted on that i)art ?

Answer. I think it has not.

By Mr. Van Tiump:
Question. Is Governor Smith a native of Alabama?
Ansicer. 1 understand that he is a native of Georgia.
Question. He is not a carpet-bagger, in the proper sense of the term?
Answer. He is not. I sat in the legislature of Alabama with him eighteen years ago,

I think.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Qui^stion. You do not call a man a carpet-bagger if he goes from Georgia to Alabama?
Answer. No, sir ; we do not call a man a carjiet-bagger if he comes from Massachu-

setts to Alabama. I would be a carpet-bagger myself under such a rule. The term
"carpet-bagger" is not applied to a citizen who makes his permanent residence in the
State.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You spoke of your inability to find out the number of those bonds that had
boi'U issued. You mean, I suppose, that you cannot find oat from the records. Might
you not tiiul out by calling the oflicers before you, Governor Smith and others, and
having an investigation, putting them upon oath?

Answer. No, sir.

Qm^Nlion. Wliy ?

^Insircr. Because no officer in the present government knows anything about them.
On discovering that there was no record of the number of t jc l)onds, or of their'char-
acter, indorse(l and signed by CJovernor Smith, I telegraphed to his private secretary,
who went out of otfice with him, asking if there was any record of said 1)onds. His
rejdy was, "None otlier than the certificates of the railroad presidents ou file." Upon
cxaniiuation of the files I discovered that the certificatt.'s of the ])r<'sideuts afforded no
information. I found one in somewhat of this style: "This is to certify that five

jnorc miles [of the road named] hasbi-en tinished." That was thecertiticate on file, and
it afi'oided me no infornuition. I do not believe that Governor Smith really did know
the exact n\imber of bonds he signed.

Quenlion. Snpi)ose you were to summon, before an investigating committee or any
otiier trihnnal, Governor Smith, the railroad presidents, and all others likely to'know,
and put them upon oath, would you not be able in that way to appro.ximate the
amount ?

.liiKu-er. There was an investigating committee appointed by the last legislature.
Question. For that pr.rpose ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. Have they reported ?

• if,"*";'T-
.^"y"?*^^' ^^^^^ ^^s "ot before them, nor was Stanton : neither of them was

in the State of Alabama at the time.
'

Question. Was any eftbrt made to secure their attendance ?
Answer. I really do not know what effort was made.
Question. Has that law been repealed authorizing the issnino- of bonds ?

Ansu-er. It has not; it expires by its own limitation in November next, I think
Question. \on say the law was passed in 18G7 ?

Answer: The first railroad law was passed in 18G7.
Qwcs^ioH. You are not aware that any of the restrictions contained in the first lawwere repealed by any subsequent law ?

Answer. I think the fust law was modified, but not materiallv, and it was eular^^ed
quesi>on.\(m do uot^kuow of any other malpractice in the issuance of bonds, except

to this road of which Stanton has control ?
^

Answer. Not positively
;
I have my suspicions that there were more bonds issued tothe Soutli and Ivortli road, a road contemplated from Monto-omory to the Tennessee

ixiver at Decatur. I have so charged it upon the president of that road. He denies
however, that he has received inore. I discovered that he had got bonds numbered up
to 2100 and odd, while I was satisfied that he was only entitled to bonds up to No 1900
I gave him notice that he must have the intermediate bouds fortlicomino- befo'-e I

• would sign any more bonds for him. He has not come to me for mv signature That
18 only my suspicion, however; I could not swear to it positivelv.

"
I will .sav further

that the commissioners appointed by myself to examine and report unou the character
ot the road beiore indorsements were given—I instituted a commission for that pur-
pose;—reported that the road known as General Forrest's road had on hand .«80,000 ofbonds for the five miles of road that they examined. I have not had a personal inter-view with the commissioners, and scarcely know what that means : whether thev haveexamined five nnles of the road that Smith issued bonds for, or not, I do not know I
suppose, however, the fact is that General Forrest has got $80,000 of bonds for five
miles of the road tliat really were not completed according to what I conceive to be
the requirements of the law, but what Governor Smith assumed to be accordino- to the
requireinents of the law, for he never appointed a single man to examine a siu-le mile
of road for which he issued bonds. ^

Question. You mean so far as you know ?

Answer. I instituted inquiriesVhether commissioners had been appointed accordinrr
to law, and I ascertained that they had not been.

"'

Question. Governor Smith had issued the entire amount of bonds for Stanton's road
before the election ?

Answer. So we supposed
; before he went out, or afterward.

Question. Could he have done it afterward ?

Answer. He could have signed them afterward. The $500,000 of bonds were not putupon the market, I understand, until January of this year.
Question. They might have been signed by Governor Smith even after he went out of

otnce ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do not those bouds require the great seal of the Stated
Answer- No, sir

;
the direct bonds require the great seal of the State, but not the in-

dorsed bonds. The indorsed bouds are the bonds of the company, not of the State.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do you recognize the indorsement of that $500,000 of bouds ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have positively repudiated it.

By Mr. Pool :

Question You spoke of nine hundred men voting on the Alabama and Chattanoo"-aroad for Governor bmith, at the instance of Stanton. Were they reoistered ?

Ansiver. My inforuuxtion is, from the member who represents the county, that Stantonon the morning of election, carried up those men in a body, walked them before him
to the registration ofiice, had them registered, and then as each announced his namehe took out a ticket and placed it in his hand, and they passed on in regular line to the
polls and voted

; that IS my information.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you mean to say', or to have us understand, that bv any provision of lawa governor of Alabama out of office could legally have indorsed those bonds ^/>mm: No, sir. I was asked the question whether he signed them before he went outof ofiice, and my reply was that I could not say Avhether he did or not.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. I understood you to say that you thought Governor Smith did not know
of this over-issue, or did not know how many he had signed ?



198 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEPtN STATES.

Answer. You misapprelieuded me if you understood me to say that be did not know
of the over-issue.

Question. You said that you supposed he did not know the exact number he had
signed?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I am satisfied he knew of this over-issue.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol.^t) :)

Question. Are those bonds numbered ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. So that if there has been an over-issue it is easy to determine where the

rightful issue should have stopped ?

Answer. Certainly.

Question. And what would be the illegal excess ?

Answer. Yes, sir. By that means I ascertained the number of bonds that the State

is legally liable for from No. 1 to No. 5300 inclusive.

By ]Mr. Steatsxson : •

Question. I would like to ask one question further in regard to these railroad bonds.

You say the law fixed the limit of time within which these roads must be aU finished f

Answer. No. sir.

Question. Well, within which they are legally entitled to State indorsement of their

bonds ?

Answer. The law is that no road can obtain the benefit of State indorsement after its

expiration in 1671.

Question. The force of the law expires in 1871 ?

Answer. Yes, sir; but the roads who are the present recipients of this benefit can go

on, under the law, and build for years; but no new road can come in and claim this

benefit.

Question. Then in making your estimate of the limit of the liability of the State on

th(-SL- indorsementSj'you took into account the probable number of miles to bo con-

strut ted liy the roads up to that time?
Answer. For instance, a road has received an indorsement of $3-20,000 of its bonds,

representing twenty miles of road. It is a road of a length of two hundred miles ; that

would Uiake the aiiiount of total indorsement about $3,'-i00,000.

Question. What was the political character of the legishiture that passed the original

bill, establishing the railroad policy of the State?

Answer. I do not think there was any politics in it; they were all Alabamians ;
that

is the most of politics I know about it.

Question. You have already spoken of the senate as having been composed one-third

of old whigs, one-third of Douglas democrats, and one-thiid of Breckinridge democrats.

Wer'j there :»uy colored men in the senate ?

Answer. No, sir.

Qtuestion. Were there any carpet-baggers in the sense in which you used that term ?

Aunwer. No, sir; they had not come there then; they did not swarm down there

until reconstruction.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. You say that you certified to a certain amount of bonds in order that tho

interest might lie paid on them. Were any other bonds presented to you in order to

obtain your certificate besides tlie amount you certified to?

Answer. Perhaps I will meet your question by stating the facts.

Question. That is what I want, in relation to any other outstanding bonds, the inter-

est upon which has not been paid.

Answer. I authorized Duncan, Sherman & Co. to pay the interest upon four thousand

bonds, the number Governor Smith stated in his message had been signed by him ; that

was the number I conceived the road to be legally entitled to at that time.

Qncxliou. What length of roiid did that cover?

Answer. It covered'two hundred and fifty miles. I had reason to b<-lieve that there

were other. bonds in excess of the four thoiisand ; and in my advertisement, published

in the New York Herald and other papers, I required that such bonds in excess should

be ])resented at the counting-house of Duncan, Sherman *.V Co. for iiisi)ection and for

registration. After that announcement I received infoniialioji from dilferent parties

that there were bonds in excess of the four thousand, and uji to fifty-three hundred.

None of them were presented to me at all, because I had nothing to dd with the pay-

ment of the interest ; Duncan, Sherman & Co. are the financial agents of the State. I

asked fi)r one of the bonds in excess, which was submitted to me lor inspection by a

gentleman from Boston.
(Juestion. What are the number of those bonds upon which the interest has not been

paid f

Answer. From No. 4000 to the end of the list.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. From No. 4000 to No. .^300?

Answer. Yes, sir, if that is the termiuus of the iudorsement.

By Mr. Cobuhn :

Question. What evidence have- you that No. 5300 is the end of the list ?

Answer. After I had discovered it by a very diligent investigation, William H. Smitli

called upon me at the St. Nicholas Hotel, and half acknowledged it himself; and the
next day D. N. Stanton himself acknowledged it in toto.

Question. Who holds those bonds, so far as you have ascertained ?

Answer. I think that from No. 4000 to No. 4720 are in the hands of European houses,
partly in the hands of Erlauger & Co.; $80,000 are placed in the hands of the first

trustees under the deed of trust, held and retained by them because they believed the
road was entitled to but .$4,720,000, while §4,800,000 had been issued ; that .$80,000 has
not been sold at all. Between $300,000 and $400,000 are in the hands of a house in
Philadelphia, and $30,000 are in the hands ^ of a house in Boston. I do not know
whether the balance has or has not been disposed of by the railroad company. I think
the $300,000 is in the hands of Drexel & Co., of Philadelphia, if that is the name of

the house.

By Mr. Stevensox :

Question. Being in the legislature when this law waspassed, do you recollect how you
voted on it ?

Answei: I was not present at the final vote ; I was called home on account of sick-
ness in my family. If I had been present I should have voted for it.

Question. You do not object to the policy of the law, then, but to its administration ?

Answer. I object to the policy of $16,000 a mile, because I thiiik that is too much;
but I did not, at the time the bill was up, object to $12,000 a mile. The State is rich
in mineral resources ; the people had become impoverished ; and I voted for the bill

notwithstanding my democratic prejudices against iuternal improvements by the
Government, because I thought it would tend greatly to develop the resources of the
State.

Question. WTien, and by what legislature, was the amount increased?
Answer. The law was changed variously from the time the reconstruction measures

plac(!d the new government in power.
Question. The increase was made under the reconstruction government ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was it a party question under the reconstructed government in the legis-

lature ? •
Answer. I believe all the democrats who were in the legislature voted against it

;

there was only one in the senate, and he had no power. I do not think there was any
party question about it.

By Mr. Vax Tkump : .

Question. The party in power carried it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevensox :

Question. Did the democrats make any opposition to it ?

Answer. They voted agaiust it.

Question. In both houses ?

Ansjver. I think so. I was present and witnessed the scene ; I remember very well
I was there as a spectator, and did not leave the senate until 3 o'clock in the morning,
trying to defeat the $2,000,000 clause.

(Question. That was the. land proposition ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I am speaking now of the increase to $16,000 a mile.

Ansiver. I do not recollect the position of any particular member.
Question. It is your gener.al impression that the democrats opposed it ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I know the feeling of the State generally is opposed to it.

Question. You referred to one road as General Forrest's road ; is that N. B. Forrest ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He is the president of that road ?

Ansieer. Yes, .sir.

Question. Of course if there is apy over-issue or any improper x^ractice in regard to
that road, he would have known it ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was there not a general feeling among the people of Alabama that there
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ought to be general iuternal improvements undertakeu in order to get them out of

their generally impoverished situation '?

Ansiver. I think that was the general feeling.

Question. That it Tvas the best means to encourage immigration and capital f

Ansiver. It certainly was.
Question. It was because of that general feeling among the people that these rail-

road projects were undertaken ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Are not even the colored people of Alabama in favor of the general re-

moval of political disabilities by Congress f

Ansiver. Yes sir. I will say here that the colored people of Alabama, as a general

thing, are not desirous at all that the white people there should be their inferiors m
anything. They are ready and willing, and if they had a direct vote upon the question

at the ballot-box, would vote for general amnesty to-morrow.
Question. Is that the case with most of the white republicans?
Ansn-ei: I do not think it is.

Question. You do not think it is ?

Ansivei: I do not think it is. I will state the fact that during the pendency of the

reconstruction measures I once addressed a colored audience ; I told them that we
could not support this constitution, and we did not want them to support it, from the

simple fact that it was disfranchising some of their best friends, aud amcmgst them
myself, for example. There was a single shout that they did not Avant any man to be
disfranchised. I will say that the colored people of the State of Alabama have acted,_

with some exceptions, of course, admirably in this matter; they are not to blame if

they could be let alone.

Question. You think the fact that disabilities have not been removed has led to dis-

satisfaction, and that if they shouHl be removed there would be less disorder ?

Ansiver. I think there would be a great deal more satisfaction. But, as I said before,

the disorders of the State of Alabama are now passing away; they have been IVrnvued

dowii by the very men whose disabilities are still resting upon them. I do not think

the removal of disabilities would effect much change in that regard.

Question. You would not say, then, that any of the outrages, such as scourgings and
outrages of a more heinous character, committed by organized bands of disguised men
upon colored people, was the result of the policy of imposing political disabilities upon
the i)eople "?

Answer. I do not think that had anything to do with any outrage that has been
committed upon a colored man. And I will further say, that I do not think there ever

was a political motive in any outrage committed upon a colored man ; of my own
personal knowledge I know of none. *

Question. Have you ever canvassed the southern portion of the State of Alabama ?

Ansice): I liave s])okeu in some ofthe counties of South Alabama, but in comparatively
few of them. During tlie last canvass I did not penetrate the southern portion of
Alabama, what we call the Black Belt, aud for this sininle reason: We tried to avoid
l)olitical discussion as nmch as possible; we did not think it was necessary, and we
wanted as much harmony and peace to prevail during the canvass as could l)e

obtained. We wanted to leave the people to their own free will to voti; just as they
thought proper. Hence, on the ilay of this Euta\v affair, I had been invited to speak
there ; the invitation did not reach me, however, but I would not have been there had
it reached me. We were determined that in the election it should be proved to the

country that every man in Alabama could have the right to votr, and tliiuk on poli-

cal matters just as he pleased, and we wanted to test the result upon that principle.

I never met (iovernor Smith in the canvass.

Question. Have you had any sujjcrior opportunities of knowing the seutinjeuts of the

people of Alabama other than that of having been a State senator f

Ansiver. Well, as the executive of the State, aud as a citizen, I have been in various

portions of tlie State, time and again, from Mobile to the Tennessee line ; I havt; had
a great many business transactions in Mobile, and in Sumter County in West Ala-

bama ; I have been in Montgomery ; and my opportunities have been rather extensive

than otherwise ; more extensive than most gentlemen liave had in the Siuith.

Question. Were your opportunities any more extensive than those of Governor Par-

sous f

Ansurr. I should think they were ; I think that Governor Parsons's movements were
confined rather to his own localities than to the State at large. I met Governor Par-

sons in Mobile in ifiiSS, when he made a celebrated speecit there. I never knew him in

our section of the State, in Noith Alabama, at all. , During the last canvass he was
confined to a trial at Paytona, and did not speak at all.

Question. Is he in the middle belt ?

Ansn-er. No, sir ; he is in the mountain belt.

Question. I thought you were in the northern belt of the State.

xlnswer. I am.
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* Question. And tliat lie lived in a different section.

Ansicer. He does ; but the nortliern belt extends fi'om one hundred to one hundred
and fifty miles, and he lives on one side of it and'I on the opposite side.

Quesiion. Have you ever been in the county of Greene ?

Answer. Onlj^ once; during the war.
Question. Have you been in any of the adjacent counties ?

Answer. Sumter is one of the adjacent counties ; I know that very -well.

Question. You say that, in your opinion, when the war closed, there was a general
disposition on the part of the iieople of Alabama toacceiit the situation upon the terms
of the capitulation ?

Answer. I think there was.
Question. What did they understand those terms to be, and how different from the

reconstruction policy of Congress ?

Answer. They understood those terms to be that the State governments should move
on and be conducted in their operations precisely as they were prior to the war; that
the States would have the right, the same as' prior to the war, to regulate their own
political aftaiis ;

that the electors of the States sliould have their character given to
them by the State legislature, saving and excepting those included in President John-
son's proclamation, in which, I believe, there were eleven classes of exceptions. They
were willing to accept that condition of affairs, hoping that time would change and
remove the disabilities imposed upon those exceptional classes. The legislatures met,
and, as I can say, legislated entirely in accordante with the spirit of freedom to the
negroes, at least, so far as Alabama was concerned. In the Alabama legislature we
endeavored to establish such an order of things as would harmonize with that freedom.
Of course, there were many i^rovisious of our laws which were crude: those, time cer-
tainly would have changed. But I believe that the spirit which animated the legisla-

ture was a desire to give to the negro race all the rights and privileges that they be-
lieved the negro at that time was capable of exercising. Of course, the negro race
having just come out of a system of slav'ery, the views of the white race were neces-
sarily narrowed upon that questicn. But it was astonishing how great an advance-
ment was made in that regard during the brief session of three mouths. Men who, in
December, went into the legislature, in February came out with views greatly ad-
vanced with regard to the proper legislation in reference to the negro race.

Question. Give us some of the items of that legislation in reference to the police reg-
ulations of the negro, their labor upon plantations, &c., adopted liy that legislature.

Answer. It is almost impossible for me to speak upon that point with anj'^ accuracy,
from the simple fact that a great many laws were changed by subsequent legislatures,

which changesJiave never been called to my attention.

Question. The laws have since been made more liberal to the negroes?
Answer. Yes, sir ; because, in the first place, under our legislation the negro has no

vote. I may say here that I do remember one law that Avas enacted ; we gave
them the right to testify in courts. That was a subject of long and earnest discussion,
and it was in connection with that law that the change manifested itself, to which I

have alluded. There was great opposition to allowing them to testify ; but finally it

went on until there was no opposition at all. That was one law. Then there was a
restraining law, called the vagrant law.

Question. Tell us about that.

Answer. I do not remember the j>rovisions of that law ; however, they were very
stringent.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Was the law which you passed allowing the negroes to testify a law giv-
ing him an unrestricted and general right to testify in all cases, the same as white men
had?
Answer. More so, it allowed them to testify in their own cases.

By Mr. Pool :

Qufstio7i. You passed the recent English provision upon that subject ?

xlnswer. Yes, sir ; it was an advancement upon the rights which the whites had pds
sessed. The vagrant law was a strict vagrant law, and applicable to both white and
blacks.

Question. State some of the provisions of that law.
Answer. I do not think I could state any of its provisions; I only remember the gen-

eral tenor of the law; I have never examined it since the day it was jiassed.

Quesiion.' In it in the statutes of Alabama ?

AiisH-er. I think it is in the code of Alabama ; it was incorporated in the code adopted
at that session of the legislature.

Question. As the jieople of Alabama understood the terms of capitulation, was any
one disfranchised from holding office ?

Answer. No, sir.
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Question. They cousidered that feature of the recoustructiou acts a violation of the,
. terms of capitulation f

Answer. I do not thinli that I have «ver heard that provision mentioned in conuec-
*tJon with a violation of the terms of capitulation ; they considered it a violation of the
constitutional rights guaranteed under that capitulation.

Question. Then I understand you to express the opinion that it was the reconstruc-
tion policy of Congress, embracing the constitutional amendments as well as the re-

construction acts, that gave the general dissatisfaction that was manifested in the
State? ,

Answer. I think the fourteenth amendment and the reconstructioli measures together
gave universal dissatisfaction. The amendmetit to the constitution emancipating the
negroes gave no dissatisfaction, for the simple fact that by the convention that met
in 1865, under the proclanmtion of President Johnson, emancipation was incorporated
into the constitution of the State of Alabama.

Question. You think it was the "fourteenth amendment, together with the reconstruc-
tion acts of Congress, what is generally embraced in the term reconstruction policy of
Congress, that gave dissatisfaction.

Answer. It gave great dissatisfaction.
Question. Would the white people of Alabama ever have consented by their suffrages

to have accepted the reconstruction policy of Congress ?

Answer. I think it would have taken considerable time to have got them to do so.

Question. Could Congress have put its reconstruction i)olicy into operation without
the negro vote ?

Answer. If Congress had passed the law, I believe there would have been no resist-

ance to it, but there would have been a very dogged submission.
Question. A part of the reconstruction policy \yas to submit it to the peojde for their

adoption ?

Answer. If it Lad been submitted to the white jieople of Alabama, the reconstruction
measures would have been defeated beyond all question.

Question. By a large majority ?

Answer. I do not think they would have voted in its favor .5,000 votes.

Question. So the only mode Congress had of putting that reconstruction policy into
operation, under the forms of elections and laws, was by admitting the colored people
to the ballot-box '!

Answer. I cannot say that, from the simple fact that they were admitted to the ballot-

box, and it was then defeated.
Question. It could not have been put into operation by the white people of the State.

Answer. No, sir ; the w^hite vote was almost a unit against it.

Question. Whatever the opposition then was, whatever is the opposition now, or has
been, it has been on account of the reconstruction policy of Congress, directed to that
and not the Government itself.

Answer. I do not think there is any hostility to the Government of the United States
on the part of the people of Alabama ; when I say that I speak in general terms. I

think there is rather a desire that the legislation of Congress should be such as to

remove the causes of uukindly feeling on their part towards the Government. And, as

I said before, whenever a measure of a kindly character has been passed by tlie Con-
gress of the United States, it seems to have lifted a load from the people, to liaA'e

brought them towards the Government of the United States with more all'(;etion for it.

That has becm my feeling, and it has been the feeling of those immediately around me,
60 far as I have observiid, and the feeling generally of the jieople of the State. I think
that, take the week before the reconstruction measures becamt; the laws of the country,
and the week after, there was a very decided difference in the feelings of the people.

I really believed, at the time the reconstruction measures came upon us, and I so stated,

that in two years the Union feeling in the State of Alabama, and in all tlu; Southern
States, would be greater than in Massachusetts, such was the growth of it then
going on.

Question. Is not the negro sufiErage feature of the reconstruction policy the main
thing which they dislike 1 •

Answer. I must confess that there is a great change in that regard. We are getting

to think that i)erliaps our representation in Congress needs that sort of thing ; we
are beginning to lliiuk that negro voting will not be such a bad thing after all ; we
may get one or two members of Congress in Alabama by it, and thus offset Massa-
chusetts. Allow me to make a remark here: there is the very kindliest feeling

existing between the two races; lam glad to bear testimony to that fact. . There is

occasionally a disturbance got up, but the negro race are not to bli^me for it, and the

white jjeople of Alabama know it. I know of no man in the State of Alabama to-day

who lias not a kindly feeling toward the negro. They do not charge these disturb-

ances against them.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

Question. Against whom do they charge them ?
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• Answe): Against designing men who have come among them for the j)urpose of

manipulating the negro vote for their own aggrandizement, and that alone. I believe

that if a half a dozen men would take a notion to leave the State of Alabama, there

would not be a hard feeling, nor the report of one in the State. I believe that the

negro race would just vote as they pleased; and I believe they would vote the repub-

lican ticket to a great extent.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Could you name that half a dozen men ?

Ansioer. I would rather not name them.
Question. I will not insist upon it.

Answer. I do not desire

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. To make more difficulty ?

Answer. I do not wish to make special cases at all, because there is not a man in the

State of Alabama, that I know of, toward whom I have an unkindly feeling.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Do those half a dozen of men belong all to one party, the same party ?

Ansiver. Well, the half a dozen that I refer to, do.

Question. Would it not do the State some good if some men of the other party should
leave also ?

Answer. I think it likely that both parties could spare some. But when I spoke of

those half a dozen men, I spoke in connection with the question of raising feuds be-

tween negroes and white men.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Wlien colored men in the various localities of the State are whipped and
outraged by these disguised parties, do the white peojile rise up and ferret out the
olienders ?

Answer. Well, as to ferreting them out by the people at large, I cannot say that they
do. That matter is always intrusted to our courts of justice ; we have a justice of the

peace in every precinct, and constables, and, as courts of inquiry and conservators of
the peace, it is their duty by the statutes to bring oifeuders to justice. But, in regard
to my immediate home, I will say that'I have never known an injury done to a negro
man, I have never known an injustice done to a negro man, that was not condemned
by the people. And I have never known a negro man nor a negro woman to fail to

receive strict and exact justice in the courts.

Question. I understood you to say that you had never known one of these disguised

men to be convicted in the courts.

Answer. Did I not say with the exception of Lauderdale County ?

Question. You spoke of some disguised negroes in Lauderdale county.
Ansiver. No; they were in my own county.
Question. What was that case in Lauderdale County ?

Answer. I could not name the parties ; but there were some parties prosecuted in

Laiiderdale County and bound over. I think I mentioned Lauderdale County yes-

terday.
Question. With that exception, then, you have not known the coiirts to take up and

bind over these Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I have no recollection now of any Ku-Klux or disguised men being con-

victed.
Question. The courts, then, do not interfere and protect the negro people against such

outrages; they have uot done so ; and you have not known of any general uprising of
the white people to i^rotect them against such outrages?

Answer. The popular sentiment is very strong against them. And our judge of the
circuit court is not only very severe in his charges, and in his denunciations of them,
but he is absolutely bitter ; he is neither sj^aring in his language nor in his instruc-

tions to the jury to ferret them out and bring them to justice.

Question. Notv/ithstan'ding which they ha\'e not been ferreted out?
Answer. I have said that 1 have known none of them convicted.

Question. It would require a public sentiment to enable the courts to discharge their

duties efticieutly in. that regard, would it not?
Answer. I believe that public sentiment is the great administrator of justice.

Question. And notwithstanding the stringency of your judge's charges, that public

sentiment has been wanting to such an extent that not a man of them has yet been
convicted ?

Answer. The public sentiment against disguised men in the State of Alabama, so far

as I know, and I think I know the sentiment of the entire State, is not only earnest,

but openly and publicly avowed by the leading and substantial citizens of every sec-

tion. Our newspapers are at this time, and I think generally have been, unequivocal

"
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in their deminciations of outrages by disguised men, or by any other lawless body of

men.
Question. If a band of negroes should go to the house of a Avhite man, a member of

the democratic party, at night, and take him from his bed, and strip him and scourge

him, would there or would there not be a general outcry and rising up of the com-
munity to bring the offenders to justice?

Answei: It depends entirely upon the character of the white man. If ho was a bad
man, or charged with crime of an aggravated character, I do not t hink they would put
themselves to any trouble about it. I think that the same effort would be made as

with regard to a colored man. I say this from the simple fact that I have myself seen
a difficulty between a white man and a colored man ; the colored man was the more
honorable man of the two ; and there was not a man in the crowd of lifty but what
was on the side of the colored mau.

QuesHon. Then I understand you to mean to say that if the Avhite man was charged
with crime, and a body of colored men should go to his house at night, take him from
his bed, scourge him with whips, after stripping him, it would not produce any great
rising up of the comnuinity, and an endeavor to ferret out the offenders?

Answer. I have said it would depend entirely upon the character of the man.
Question. I have said " charged with crime." You think that a mau in Alabama

charged with crime might be subjected to such an outrage without any general rising

up of the community in his defense ?

Answer. Understand me, the people are not in the habit, as a body, of taking the
laws into their own hands, neither when a man commits a crime, nor where he is offens-

ive ; they intrust that to the officers of the law. And I do not think they would do
anything more in regard to good white men than they would in regard to good colored
men ; that is my belief. I have a colored man who has lived with me for years ; I be-

lieve there are some men in the town of Tuscumbia who would protect him, as many
men who would protect him in his rights to-day as would protect any white man
within the limits of the community, simply because he is a high-toned, honorable
colored man, and a good man, as I have known him to be for twenty j'ears. Jt is trao
that a lawless white man might rise up and seek revenge.

Question. Have you ever heard of any body of colored men going to the house of a
wJiite man, taking him from his bed at night, stripping and scourging him, because he
was accused of crime aud generally eupxiosed to be guilty of it ?

Ansivtr. I never knew of such a case.

Question. You never knew that to occur in Alabama?
Answer. No, sir ; as a general thing the colored men have behaved pretty well.

Question. I understood you to say that the first legislature that assembled after the
war, under what is called President Johnson's policy, refiised to accept the foiu'teeuth

amendment ?

Ansiier. They refused to accept it.

Question. By how large a vote ?

^nswer. 1 do not believe it ever reached a vote in the house ; I think we rejected it in
the senate, with about five, perhaps, voting for it ; I cannot speak precisely as to the
number.

Question. You gave the complexion of the legislature approximately as one-third old
Bell and Everett men, one-third Douglas democrats, and one-third Breckinridge dem-
ocrats ?

Answer. That was about the proportion, I think.

Question. Was it understood that the Breckinridge democrats were original seces-

sionists, and the others not ?

Answer. No, I cannot say that they were original secessionists, because during the
contest in the election which resulted in the election of President Lincoln, the ques-
tion of secession was not the main question in the canvass. Many voted for Mr.
Breckinridge wlio afterward were opposed to secession. But I was speaking in regard
to the complexion of the senate when I stated that.

Question. Then yon mean to say that all the Breckinridge democrats in the legisla-

ture were not in favor of the secession movement?
Answer. I could not speak accurately upon that subject ; I do not remember.
Question. Were any of the Douglas democrats who were in the legislature in favor

of secession ?

Answer. 1 do not think they were.

Question. Were any of the Bell and Everett division in favor of secession ?

Answer. My impression is there were none.

Question. Then, under that showing, hovr did the State secede ?

Answer. How did it secede? We had various reasons at the time how it seceded.
Question. Were the majority of the people of Alabama in favor of secession ?

Answer. We did not tiiink so ; the anti-secessionists charged tliat a majority were
not in lavor of secession ; but there were two or three counties counted out. At all

events, the State seceded.
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Question. Now tell me how many Douglas democratic members of the legislature

went heartily into the rebellion after it commenced, upon the idea that thej- must go
with their Srate, or upon any other idea ?

Answer. I expect that all pretended they went in.

Question. Were there any who did not .'

Answer. I do not know of any.
Question. You do not know of any in the legislature who did not go into the rebel-

lion ; how about the Bell and Everett portion ?

Answer. I expect they all sided with Alabama in that contest.

Question. You think all went into the rebellion ?

Answer. I do not know whether they all went in ; a great manj- of us did not go
far in.

Question. Were a great many of them active and earnest during the progress of the
rebellion, taking prominent parts, holding prominent positions ?

Answer. No, sir; none in the legislature occupied any prominent position diu'ing the
rebellion, except there was a Colonel Jackson, and a Colonel Powell ; I believe they
were secessionists.

Question. Could you in 1864 perceive any diiference between the earnestness of the
Breckinridge men and the earnestness of the great body of the Douglas men and the
Bell and Everett men in their aid to the rebellion ?

Answer. Well, really, I cannot speak as to that, because we were in an excited state
at that time, and I do not think we thought anything nnich about Bell and Everett
men or Douglas men, or Breckinridge men, at that time. Some of the leading Douglas
men were charged at Montgomery with entering into a combination to x>ut an end to

the war and. to get back into the Union.
Question. Then I understand you to mean that the three classifications given by you

indicated the degree of earnestness in the participation of the respective members of

those classifications during the progress of the rebellion ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not mean to indicate that.

Question. You sjioke of four of your negroes going to vote on an occasion when you
could not vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And that you felt bad about it ?

Answer. Well, not so very bad; I felt a little sore.

Question. Why could you not vote ?

Answer. The reconstruction measures i^rohibited me from voting.
Question. Why?
Answer. Because prior to the war I had been a member of the legislature, and I took

a slight iiart in the rebellion.

Question. What part did you take '

Answer. Not much ; I was never much of a soldier ; it did not suit me.
Question. You were prohiljited from voting because you took part in the rebellion ?

Answa: Yes, sir ; I considered that I had done enough in the rebellion to come within
the purview of the reconstruction laeasures, and of course I could not take the oath.

Question. You say that at one time you wrote a letter giving a general review of the
condition of things in Alabama, and advising the people to accept the situation. At
what time was that?
Answer. It was in the beginning of 1869.

Question. You said that letter was generally discussed all over the State ?

Answer. It is discussed to this day.
Question. And you think it was because of that letter that you were selected from

among the great number of democrats in Alabama as their candidate for governor?
Answer. I will not say that was the cause of it ; but I will say that that letter was

discussed by the democracy at the time of the nomination; and although at one time
it had been assailed, yet upon general examination tliey believed that it expressed the
sentiments of the people of Alabama ; they believed that upon doctrines such as were
contained in that letter I could run the race successfully.

Question. They thought that letter gave you perhaps a better chance of election than
other democrats had ?

Answer. I think it had some influence in that respect.

Question. Was it because it was supposed that it v/ould bring to you republican votes,
or the votes of moderate men ?

Answer. No, sir; it. was because they did not think that a man who had been iden-
tified with extreme opinions could receive the votes of the democratic party in Alabama.

Question. You were somewhat distinguished above others in ld6i) by the publication
of such sentiments !

Answer. That was the first letter upon that subject from any man who had been iu
public life.

Question. And some denunciation was heaped upon you at that time on account of it?
Answei: One or two newspapers assailed me because I had written it, and because of
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tLc, mau to i;\-liom I -w-rote it, who was rather obnoxious. I addressed it to a repnhli-

cau, and they began to think that I was going over to the republicans. That was tho

reason that I was somewhat assailed ; but I did not go.

Quesiion. Wlieu you spoke of the people of Alabama being opposed to the reconstruc-

tion i)olicy of Congress, and having been indignant at it, you used the phrase " people

of Alabama." What do you mean by people of Alabama ; do you mean the colored

people ?

A iiswer. No, sir ; I mean the white people ; I mean the electors of the State under the
laws existing at the time of the passage of the reconstruction measures, the voters

under the old system.
Qiu-stion. You spoke of the disfranchising clause in the constitution of Alabama as

Ijeing obnoxious ; what is it!

.btiiwer. It was an embodiment of the reconstruction measures ; under it I could not
hold office.

Quc'fition. Was it anything more than that ?

Aiifiiver. I think not, buti forget now the particulars; it was an embodiment of the
reconstruction measures.

Quesiion. It imposed no disabilities beyond what the reconstruction measures imposed ?

Answer. That, and the fourteenth a.meudment.
Question. The fourteenth amendment is a part of the reconstruction j)olicy ?

Ansjver. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there any disfranchisement iir your constitution outside of and beyond
that imposed by the reconstruction i^olicy of Congress ?

Answer. I do not remember all the provisions ; I would have to examine them before

I could speak accurately upon that subject.

Quesiion, You do not remember any of them ?

Answer. I do not remember them.
Question. If there had been any beyond that, would it uot probably have specially

attracted your attention.

Ansiver. I tliink it would; they were afterward removed by legislation.

Question. What is the senate basis of representation in your State? Is it taxation or

population ?

Answer. It is population. The constitution limits the number of members of the
senate to thirty-three, each one representing a certain number of population.

Question. Do you mean to say that in districting the State they gave one of those
thirty-three senators to a less number of population than was entitled to a senator ?

Answer. The distribution was une(iual.

Question. To a less number of population than one- thirty-third part of the pojiula-

tion of the State ? •

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Including the colored population also ?

Answer. Including everything.
Question. That was a clear violation of your constitution, was it not ?

Answer. It is sonu-times impossible to distribute them precisely equally, on account
of the counties ; but it was a clear violation of the spirit of the constitution.

Question. It being impossible to make an exactly'equal distribution, was there uot a
provision of your constitution to carry over the excess from one district to another ?

Answer. The constitution provided what should be a senatorial district. For exam-
ple, the county of Madison was to be a senatorial district ; the counties of Franklin
and Lawrence constituted a senatorial district ; the counties of Lauderdale and Liilie-

stone constituted a senatorial district ; the county of Sumter was a senatorial district.

That is providcnl in the constitution until a new apportionment is rnaile.

Question. That runs through all the counties ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; all the districts were designated by the constitution itself, until

future legislation, based upon an enumeration of the peo])le.

Question. I thought it was by legislative enactment, as in my own State.

Answer. No, sir ; not yet.

Question. I now come more particularly to the subject of our general inquiry. I un-

derstood you to say that the dockets of your State, so far as you have seen them, show
a marvelously small number of crimes at this time.

Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. And you accounted for that because jou thought the people were less ad-

dieted to Irtiuor
;
you gave that as one reason that there were fewer lends and fewer

personal dilliculties.

Answer. I stated, if I recollect rightly, that during the last twelve months there were
fewer crimes cttmniitted in the State of Alabama than during any twelve mouths since

the formation of the State government in 1819. Tiiat conclusion is the result of my
own observation, as well as of information derived from other sources. I h;\V(! called

the attention to that fact of many leading lawyers and citizens of the State, who have
invariably agreed w'ith me. I think I stated that a reference to our criminal dockets
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would show that to be the fact. In my particular section, of which I have a more
accurate knowledge than any other, I know that to be the fact. I may say that I have
never known a section of any country so entirely exempt from crime, and especially

crimes of a higher nature, than my own section. I think there are various reasons
whicli have produced this good effect. Among other things, the people are better olf

iu our mountain regions than they ever were at any time before. Their labor has been
more remunerative ; they perform their own work in the fields; they do not employ
labor. Cotton selling at from §100 to $1.50 a bale remunerates the man^vho does his

own labor to the amount of three times. While it is advancing the comforts of the
white laborer Avho cultivates his own lauds, it is, to a certain extent, impoverishing the
man who employs labor, simply because the expense of provisions, of implements, and
of mules has all increased in a greater ratio than the increased price of cotton. For
example, before the war yon could buy bacon at 10 cents a pound ; now you have to pay
22 cents; and the white man who labors in our section of the country raises his own
meat. In other words, his expenses are increased, while the increase of the price of his

products of labor are trebled.

By Mr. Stevexson :

Question. And the result is a tendency to equalize the fortunes of the people ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Hence the p'eople are more industrious, because their industry is

better compensated. Being more industrious, there is more sobriety, more pride of

character, more disposition to be kindly toward each other. Instead of those old-
fashioned southwestern feuds and personal rencounters that took place before the war,
you rarely ever hear of them now.

By Mr. Pool :

Qmsiion, Before the war all petty .crimes committed by the slaves were punished by
the master?

Answer. Yes, sir; all crimes below a felony.
,

QiieMion. Now all that class of crimes come into the courts ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qnest'ton. And yon still say that, notwithstanding that addition to the criminal dock-
ets of the State, those dockets in the aggregate show a less amount of crime than
when only the white men were indicted, as before the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Does not that speak volumes for the colored man ?

Answer. It speaks volumes for the white man, too; for I believe there have been fewor
colored men whipped by white men during the last two years than in any two years
duriug slaverj^, unless by their masters. I believe that what I may call outsiders have
whipped fewer colored ]uen within the last two years than were whipped during that
same length of time while they were slaves and under the protection of masters. I

have known very few colored men whipped. There is the kindliest feeling existing
between the races. It does seem to me that those prominent cases that are brought
before the public eye are only indications of the non-existence of others. They are iso-

lated, and become more prominent on that account. As I say, there have been whip-
' pings; my information is that there have been. But as to its being a general thing, I

think I am in a condition to deny it, and to say that there is the kindliest feeling be-
tween the white race and the black race. It is very rarely that you will hear of a
disturbance between a white man and a black man. But, I repeat, an isolated case will
occur, and particularly when it can have given to it a political tendency and influence
it is made so much the more prominent; especially when you go away from home it

becomes more prominent.
Question. That question was preliminary to one which I now desire to ask. Is there

auythiug in the conduct of the colored people in the State of Alabanui, any misbehavior
or turbulence, that would invite such outrages as are charged against the Ku-Klux, or
these organizations of disguised men, or that would make such things ne^iessary for the
well-being of society ?

Answer. There have been some very bad and turbulent negroes, who have undertaken
to assume social rights and privileges wliich the whites would not accord to them;
nor could it be expected that they should accord them to them. But take the colored
population of the State of Alabama generally, they have been exceedingly well-
behaved, and are at this day exceedingly well-behaved. The turl)ulent negroes, just
like turbulent white men, will bring disrepute upon communities and u])on races.
But I am very glad that I have an opportunity of saying that, so far as my information
and knowledge and personal experience go, for the last two years especially, the con-
duct of the colored people, as a whole, has been excellent. Duriug the pendency of
the reconstruction measures, at the time they were about to be clothed with political
rights and political equality with the white man, and under the influence of men who
wanted to convert tliein into instruments for their own advancement, tlie negro popu-
lation in towns was disposed to be exceedingly insolent. They had been told that the
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white man of the South was naturally their enemy; this I know to be the fact. They
were told that having been the jiroperty of the white people of the South, and having
been freed out of their hands through the power of the United States Governnieut,
they were naturally their enemies; that antagonism to the white race was their only
salvation, and especially was it the only security of their political equality. Under
influences of that character the negro race at that time became exceedingly insolent.

They banded together iu Union Leagues; I have seen them in their marches and
parades. They were disposed to bo insolent ; they were disposed to get into a drunlcen
disposition—I use that expression not in its literal sense—to assert their rights, Ihiidc-

ing that such assertion was necessary to their maintenance. But that all passed away
in a short time, and they now go to the polls and vote there, and get into their political

squabbles and frolics just as the whites do. I can say that the negro race of Alabama
are at this moment, as a body, a well-behaved people.

Question. What were those social rights which you say these few turbulent negroes
propose to assert, the right to do what ?

Answer. Really it would be hard to tell ; there is as much in the manner as in the
fact. For example, I have known instances where they would rush right into a church,
without any change having taken place, where the white people were sitting ; not
that they had no place to sit in, but simply to show their equality. They would curse

the poor white trash, and one thing and another. It is a very hard question to answer
in detail. But I have known such instances as this : A negi'O woman would go into

the body of a white church, take a seat in a jiew that did not belong to her, and she
was allowed to sit there and not be turned out. They would curse the white children ;

they would assume rights about the house they had not been accustomed to. But, as
I have said, that has all passed away, and to-day the feelings between the races I

think are very good.
Question. When you spoke of northern men, some of them being disturbers of the pub-

lic peace, what did you mean by that ?

• Ansicer. My last answer would indicate somewhat what I meant.
Question. That is the reason I asked yon the question in this coimection.
Ansicer. Prior to the war, it is my recollection that the Methodist Church had estab-

lished a system of colored churches in the South, and had licensed colored preachers,

although slaves. Missionaries from the northern church, professedly so, came to the

South, and used their influence and persuasion to divide the southern colored church.

By Mr. Vax Tkujip :

Qnestion. Came .since the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir, under reconstruction.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You mean during the time of reconstruction ?

Answer. Y'es, sir ; they came there and endeavored to induce the colored people to

separate from the southern conference, and to unite with the Methodist Church North.
As I st.ated on yesterday, I believe, there was a very signal instance of that in my own
town. There are to-day two churches there, one belonging to the Methodist Church ^
North and the other to the Methodist Church South. And the feud is still existing

among them ; not a violent fend leading to any violation of the peace, or any personal

conflicts, but still a feud. As I understand, and as it was generally understood, these

mi.s.sionaries, iu order to seduce them from their allegiance to the .soutliern church,
insjtired them with a hate toward* the people of the South, or eudeavored to do so,

alleging, as I have already said, that the peojde of the South were their natural ene-

mies. They went so far as to say that whenever the time siiould arrive that the dem-
ocratic party would come into power they would put them back into slavery. They
told them that they had better unite themselves with the uortlieni church as a meas-
ure of safety, not only for their religious, but for their jthysical freedom. We consider

them disturbeVs of th(! peace, as persons endeavoring to get up antagonisms between
the races wliich would result in great injury both to the social and the mat(n-ial inter-

ests of the country. Whenever such a nuiu came among us we eudeavoi'ed to frown
liim down. I never knew, however, of one being physically maltreated: personally

I know of no instance of that kmd. In fact, they have had wonderful liberties, and
the pc^ople bore with them, I think, to a marvelous degree; to sni^i a degree that I

have no idea tiiat a single community iu the Northern States would for one juouient

jterniit a soutliern man to go there and express such opinions as tlicy exju-essed in our
midst and endeavor to get up a hostility between two classes of people. Hence, if

there is a dislike to carpet-baggers, it has its origin in that.

By Mr. Van Tuump :

Question. Whether political or religious?

Answer. Whether political or religious.

I
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By Mr. Pool :

Question. You have spoken of the election laws of the State, under which this uni-

versal franchise is exercised, requiring the registration of all voters prior to their de-

positing their ballots. Is there anj' penalty against registering contrary to law ?

Ansirer. I think there is a very heavy penalty ; there is a h£avy ijenalty for false

swearing.
Question. That embraces the j)roposition that he is qualihed under the law to regis-

ter ?

Ansiver. I think so.

Question. There is a heavy penalty attached to that?
Answer. I think it is made a penitentiary oflense. He is required before registering,

and that is the only qualification, to subscribe to an oath. If he swears falsely he is

subject to a criminal indictment as for a felony, I think.

Question. But when he is registered, he tlien has a right to vote without being chal-

lenged ?

Aiiswe): Yes, sir.

Question. No man can challenge him, because the only quesliou at the ballot-box is,

has he registered? Have there been any prosecutions for illegal registering?

Answer. I know of none.
Question. Has that provision of the law in regard to registering and voting been re-

pealed ?

Ansrver. No, sir.

Question. Has there been a bill introduced into your legislature to repeal it ?

Answei: I cannot say whether there has or not ; my impression is that one was intro-

duced into the house of representatives.

Question. Was it ever voted on ?

Answer. I do not know what its condition was.
Question. Has your legislature adjourned ?

Answer. It has adjourned.
Question. I understand, then, that the distinguishing feature of the election law of

Alabama is, that a man is punished for illegal registering, but having registered, he is

not punished for illegal voting, and cannot be challenged!
Answer. He is punished for swearing falsely that he is entitled to register.

Question. If everj- voter might be challenged, and his right to vote not be settled by
the fact of his registration, but had to be inquired into upcm the spot, while the elec-

tion was going on, might it not delay other voters who desired to deposit their ballots

while the investigation was going on in the case ?

Answer. That would depend greatly upon the mode prescribed by law for contesting

the challenge.
Question. Who decides the challenge, the judges of election f

Ansicer. There is no challenge in our State.

Question. Who did before the war ?

Answer. The judges of election.

Qzteatwn. Could they receive ballots while deciding upon a challenge and hearing the
evidence ?

Answei: I do not remember how they used to do ; I remember there used to be chal-

lenging before the war, but I never know any serious injury to result from the power
of challenging at the ballot-box.

Question. How long does your election continue ?

Ansicer. One day.
Question. How long does the registration continue ?

Ansiver: Yon can register at any time, before the probate court
Question. At any time'?

Ansice): That is my recollection of the law.
Question. Suppose that in an ordinary precinct in your State one hundred men were

challenged ui>ou the same day, and the old law was in operation, by which the judges
of election who received the ballots had to stop and inquire into those challenges,

would it not break up the election ?

Answer. I have no doubt it would interfere very seriously Avith it.

Question. It woul'd prevent other men from voting who had a right to vote?
Ansiver. I think tire challenge of one hundred men would be a very serious impedi-

ment.
Question. Persons having the physical force at a precinct might, by challenges, break

up an election under cover of law '

Answer. That is a possibility.

Question. There has been no eftbrt to repeal that law ?

Answer. In my message to the legislature I recommended its repeal.

Question. But the legislature did not follow yoni- recommendation ?

Answer. They did nut pass any law pursuant to the recommendation, from the simple

14



210 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

reason, as I understood at tlac time, that the senate which passed the law was the

senate to which my recommendation was sent.

Question. I understand you to say, then, that in Alabama there is a very stringent

law against registering falsely ?

Jnsu-er. My recollection is that it is made a felony.

-Question. And a penitentiary offense ?

Answer. Felony under our statute law is confined to iieuitentiary offenses.

Question. So that a man who would illegally register and illegally vote in Alabama
would be liable to very severe punishment ?

Answer. If lie registered illegally.

Question. Whether he vot-ed or not ?

. Answer. He might vote without registration.

Question. Woukl he do it ?

Answer. He might.

By Jlr. Stevenson :

Question. And i here is nothing to prevent him from doing so ?

Ansicei: No. sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You cannot challenge a man who is not registered ?

Ansiver. You cannot challenge at all. The language of the hiw is this : "That there

shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter held in

this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any olectiou in this State shall

be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any person; and any
person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays any
person offering to vote shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be
fined live hundred dollars, and on failure to pay the same shall be imprisoned in the

county jail for six mouths."
Question. The term •' registered voter" is used in a portion of that sentence.

Answer. Our linderstancling of the law is, and the i^ractice is, that no man dare chal-

lenge another at the polls under any circiimstahces.

Question. Is a man an elector unless he is registered ?

Ansicer. I do not think he is.

Question. This section provides against the challenge of electors.

Answer. It says in one place *' any person attempting to vote." The practice is, that

no man is challenged. In my message to the legislature, I stated that a foreigner or a
minor could vote at the polls without being challenged. And, as an evidt>nce of what
that law is, I will say further that a man is not allowed to go within a certain number
effect of the polls, unless when he goes up to deposit his ballot; I think it is within
thirty feet of the polls. The practice is, that no man, whoever he may be, minor, for-

eigner, alien, or non-resident, can bo challenged at the j»olls in Alabama, without sub-

jecting the challenger to the penalty of the law.

Question. Suppose you were to challenge an unregistered man, and give as a reason
for your challenge that he was not registered—do you believe you would be liable to'

an indictment for misdemeanor under this act of the legislature ?

Answer. That is a legal rpiestion.

Question. Well, that is the question we are now examining.
Ansiver. I think, under the letter of the statute, I clearly would be liable to indict

ment.
Question. WIvethcr the man was an elector or not *

Answer. I do not care who he is.

Question. Do you suppose that, that law will be repealed ? You say that you have
recommended in your message that the legislature should repeal it.

Answer. I do not think it will be repealed at the next session of the legislature.

Question. Are the nine hnndrod men who are said to have voted upon Stanton's road
upon an illegal registration liable to be iudictt^d, assuming that their registration was
illegal •?

An.nver I think they are.

Question. Have they been prosecuted ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. None of them ? •

Answer. Not that 1 am aware of.

Question. Suppose they were convicted, would the penalty be imprisonment in the

penitentiary ?

Answer. 1 think so, for two- years. Here is the law ; section 11 of the law in regard
to registration provides: "That any person who shall knowingly and corrujjtly take
the oath reipurcd in section four of this act shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and
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upon conviction be imprisoned in the penitentiary for not less than two nor more than
ten years, at the discretion of the court."

Quesiion. Would Mr. Stanton be held liable as an accessory to that felony?
Ansiver. It is a statutory election crime ; I do not know to what extent the law in

regard to accessories would apply ; I do not know whether the law would apply to
him or not. The section I have read is confined to those who take a false oath. He
might be held guilty of misdemeanor.

Question. I think that a mau'^who procures another to commit a felony would be
indictable under the common law.

Aii-iwer. If it had been made the crime of perjury, then I tliiuk he would legally have
been held an accessory ; but the simjile fact that the statute designates the crime and
prescribes the punishment I thinii makes it doubtful.

Question. You spoke of an instance in which you defended some colored men who
went in disguise and whii)ped one of their own race. Did you suppose them to be
members of the Ku-Kkix oigauization ?

Anxwer. Xo. sir ; they were just simply in disguise. I do not think there was any
Ku-Klux organization at that time.

Question. Did you have any idea that the Dorman case was an act perpetrated by the
Ku-Klux?
Answer. I'he report from my recording secretary states that the parties in the case

were not in disguise.

Question. You do not consider that a Ku-Klux case ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Was the atBdavit of Mr. Dorman in writing?
Ansu-er. By our statute it was required to be in writing.

Question, Did you not say that he stated in that afifidavit that they were in

disguise ?

Answer. I cannot say what he stated in the affidavit. I think I stated that all I

knew was what I obtained from my recording secretary.

Question. It was stated in the report of your recording secretary that leading i:oem-

bere of the bar and leading citizens came forward and testified in regard to the Dor-
man case.

Answer. They testified only as to the Christian character and respectabilitj' of Mr.
Howe ; I understand that to be the statement of the recording secretary.

Question. I understand it mncli more broadly ; but it will show for itself.

Answer. That is my recollection. I do not know who testified in th(i court ; I think^
I was absent froru Montgomery at the time the trial took place.

Question. In tlie case of Holluwell it was\stated in the report of the secretary that
several witnesses said that Mr. IloUowell was not robbed ; were any persons identified

who were present at the time the outrage was counnitted upon Hullowell ? .

Answer. I know nothing of the matter further than is stated in the report of the re-

cording secretary.

Question. How are you able to understand that men can testify that HoUowell -^-as

not robbed, when they were not there to know ?

Answer. I can give no explanation further than by reference to the rcjiort of the sec-

retary.

Question. You stated that when you sent that circular of yours to the district attor-

ney he expressed some surprise upon receiving it. I would like to know the ground
of his surprise.

Answer. He was the district attorney ; his office was within a couple of squares ofthe
capitol. My private secretary, who coi)ied the circular, transmitted it to him through
the post office. In his reply to me he alluded to that fact. I do not know of any other
reason wliy he was sitrprised ; I cannot search all the -windings and sinuosities of his

imagination. I will state whj' I addressed the letter to him. I regret very inucli that
I have not a copy of my letter here ; I thought I had. I was desirous of bringing all

the facts before this committee that I could obtain; I was desirous of getting at the
truth in connection with any outrages that had been committed within the knowledge
of the persons to whom I addressed that circular. I believed that the district attorney,
the solicitor of Montgomery County, and other men, whose names I now forget, would
be able to furnish me with a statement of the facts in regard to any instances within
their knowledge. And I alt^o said that I would immediately send my recording secre-

tary, who has not much other work to perform, to investigate and report in regard to

the facts, just as I did m the Dorman case.

Que-vtion. What is the name of that district attorney ?

Answer. I thinic his name is Judge John Minnis.
Q«C6/ion. What is his address^
Answer. Montgomery.
Question. Do you recollect whether he assigns as a reason for his surjjriso that you

should have been ignorant of the existence of such outrages in great numbers in the
State?
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Answer. I do not think he expressed auy surprise of that kind. The fact is, I was
surprised at his expression of sur])rise. I neglected to bring the letter with me ; I have
it put on record, and I shall be glad to furnish it to the committee.

Question. You said that the Harper case was the result of a private feud. Do you
consider that a Ku-Klnx crime?
Answer No, sir ; it is not so considered.
Question. Did you consider the McGregor case a Ku-Klux crime ?

Answer. No, sir ; the Ku-Klux had nothing to do with it, so far as I am informed.
Question. You have not, then, named any case to us that was properly a Ku-Klux

ca-se ?

Answer. There was one case I was asked about ; that was the hanging of the three

negroes in Tuscumbia ; they were hung by disguised men.
Question. For burning a school building ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; that was mj- iuformatioa ; I did not see them either before or after

they were hung.
Question. That is the only Ku-Klux case you know of?
Answer. I have heard of others, bnt I cannot locate them now. That ca.se occurred

in my own county.
Question. You say there is a stringent law on the statute-book of Alabama, now,

against this parading of men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir; very stringent.
Question. Has that law been repealed?
Answer. No, sir; it is on the statute-book still.

Question. Has there ever been a conviction under it ?

Avsucr. I mentioned one case, from some of the lower counties of Alabama, which
was carried up to the supreme court and the decision reversed.

Question. The decision was reversed because the men were not disguised ?

Answer. Because the men were uot disguised.
Question. In that law there is a provision for a recovery against the county?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has any such recovery yet been obtained ?

Answer. None, with this exception. I know of one or two cases pro.secuted by the
solicitor of Lauderdale County ; he is prosecuting them with a very great deal of
energy ; a confederate soldier, and a hot-headed democrat at that ; he says be will re-

cover ; 1 heard him say so myself.
Question. Did you ever talk with N. B. Forrest upon the subject of these Ku-Klux

outrages?
Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I ever had a conversation with General Forrest with

regard to Ku-Kluxism. He was a resident of the State of Tennessee up to within th&
last eighteen mouths, when he removed to Alabama to superintend the building of his

road. I have spoken frequently to General Forrest upon the subject of lawlessness,

and he has universally condemned it.

Question. Have there been any cases of the kind upon the line of his road ?

Answer. None unless the difficulties in Greene County ; that is upon the line of his

road.
Question. You do not know of work on his road being distuibed by bauds of disguised

men attacking his wockraen ?

Ansivcr. I think not ; I do not think they would venture upon that sort of field.

Question. Did you ever hear, before the war, of crimes committed in Alabama, at night,

by disguised men, such as are now alleged to have be«n committed by Ku-Klux orgau-
izations?

'

Answer. I do not think I remember auy.
Question. You do not remember to have heard before the war of men going in dis-

guise to people's houses, and taking them out aud maltreating them?
Answer. I have no recollection of it.

Quention. It is something that has sprung up since the reconstruction acts ?

Anmcer. I do uot know when it sprung uj) ; I caunot fix the time when I first heard
of it. It has been since the war.

Question. Then it is uot an old mode of proceeding with Alabamians ?

Answer. I think not ; I am positive not.

Question. Do vou know anything of a district attorney who was murdered, Mr.
Boyd?

Ansuia: A comity solicitor ; I know nothing about him.
Question. You do not knew whether he was a man of good or bad character?
Answer. I do not know anything about his character.

Question. You stated that you did uot believe the disguise now used was a part of

the Ku-Klux organization. What did you mean by that?
Ansiier. I meant simply this: As I understand the charge with regard to Ku-Kluxism

it is that it is a regularly organized body of men, operating over a large extent of terri-

tory, under rules aud leaders and officers; that has been alleged generally as the character
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of the organization: and that their acts were pursuant to orders from headquarters, or
head-centers, or cyclops, whatever they called them ; that I understand to 1)e alleged
as the character of the organization. I stated that these disguised bands, or bodies, or
numbers of men, who have committed outrages for the last two or three years have
not been actuated at all by any rules of any organization, but that they were got up
for a special and immediate purpose ; for personal revenge, or the commi.s'siou of crime

;

I might say extemporized for that purpose, iu order that they might l>e more secure
from the penalties of the law. I stated that they adopted that means because there
was no other means at their disposal for the commission of crime so safe as that of a
disguise ; they adopted the disguise simply to evade the law ofiScers.

Question. You mean, then, that the Ku-Klux organization did adoi)t a disguise ?

Answer. It is charged that they adopted a disgui.se ; I know nothiug about it further
than that. As I said before, I never saw but four or five men in di.sguise in my life

;

they passed along the streets of my town ; I did not know where they came froixi, nor
do I know where they went ; but there was no crime committed at tliat time.

Quei^tion. Then do I understand you as expressing the belief that the introduction of
this disguise as a cloak for crime is attributable to the Ku-Klux organization ; that it

did not exist before ?

Aitswer. I should say it was an otfspring of the original adoption of the disguise.
Question. I understand you to say they were the first who did adopt it?
Ansiper. Yes, sir ; and it is now adopted by very bad men who have at stake neither

the interest of communities nor of individuals, nor of themselves. There is today not
a man in Alabama who does not rejoice when one of them is shot, not a respectable
citizen. I know that from occurrences said to have taken place in the State of Missis-
sippi. One or two of them were shot who went over there in disguise and committed
crimes, and the general expression was, " We are glad of it; if one or two more were
shot it might put a stop to it."

Question. Do you know anything of a party of men having gone from Alabama over
to Sleridiay, Mississippi, to take part in the riot there ?

Answer. I do not.

Question. Has there been any investigation of that matter ?

Ansirer. None ; further than what I understood Governor Alcorn instituted
Question. I mean in your State.
Answer. Meridian is twenty miles from our State.
Question. Are you aware that it is charged that a deputy sheriff from Alabama went

over there ?

A nswer. I never heard of that before.

Question. Do you consider the colored people and white iieople of Gi'ceue County as
being on terms of kindly feeling ?

Answer. I really have no personal knowledge of the matter inquired of. I have heard
that the feeling existing there between the races was very good now, much better than
it had been.

Question. You have heard of the assassination of Mr. Boyd, the county solicitor?

Answer. I have heard of it.

Question. Have you investigated that case ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; it occurred before I came into the office of governor.
Question. Did all tho.se cases which you have ordered your recording secretary to in-

vestigate occur since you came into office ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and my attention was drawn to them. WTienever I received any
notification of an occurrence of the kind alleged, I have invariably sought to investi-
gate it where it was practicable. There are one or two instances that I have only in-

directly received information of that I have not been able to investigate. I allude to
that mentioned by Judge Minnis in his communication. I was sick iu bed for two
weeks under medical treatment before I left for Washiug-tou ; but I shall investigate
that case when I return. And in this connection I may say, that the administration
of the criminal laws of Alabama is intrusted entirely to the jxidiciary, from the court
of inquiry up to the supreme court. The power of the executive to cnforrc the laws
is only where there is a combination to resist the government and the laws. The mere
hi-inging of criminals to justice is entirely beyond the duties of the executive; it is

intrusted to the sheriff and the constables of the county, and to the coii\-ts. Still, as
a general supervisor of the entire affairs of the State, I fcel it to be my duty on every
occasion to ferret out ciimc where there is any dereliction of duty onthe part of the
officers. 1 have addressed a very peremptory letter to some of the solicitors. I have
recommended in my message to the legislatiirc a return to the old sj'stem of circuit

attorneys, with a view of being able to command the services of men not only of respect-
able talent, but of weight and standing in the community; so that by the influence of
their talents and their social respectability they would overawe the desperadoes and
lawless men of the country. . The legislature, however, did not adopt that recommend-
ation, simply because there was an antagonism between the senate, which held over
and the house of representatives, upon those matt£r.s pertaining to legislation which
Lad occiuTcd iu a former legislatiue when that senate was a part of it.
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By Mr. Coburn :

Quesiion. Do you know how mauy of tbese young and inferior attorneys there are in

your State ?

Anftwer. One in every couuty.
Question. They are all young and inferior ?

A'/iswer. There are exceptions ; but as a rule they are young men
; the fees of the

ofticc would not pay their board.
Question. Are you acquainted with them ?

Avsiver. I am acquainted with a great many of them. The one in Franklin County
I do not supx)0se knew the fii-st iiriuciple of law ; however, I believe he has resigned.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Would you not consider it your duty as governor, where the local aui"hori-

ties were remiss, or supj^osed to be in complicity with lawlessness, to send some judge
or other officer there to make an investigation ?

Answer. The law divides our State into circuits, and assigns a judge to each circuit

;

that judge is only cognizant of the criminal cases within his circuit ; his jurisdiiction is

limited to his circuit.

Question. Cannot a district judge in Alabama issue a warrant against a criminal, to

run in any county of the State ?

Answei: Yes. sir; any judge can issue a warrant.
Question. To run in any county ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I suppose a judge of the supreme court could also do so.

Question. A local magistrate could not do it ?

A7iswer. I Ijelieve his jurisdiction is coutiued to his own county. As soon as an affi-

davit is made of the commission of a crime within the jurisdiction of a magistrate he
can issue his warrant, and that warrant can go to any iiart of the State.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. And the party can be arrested anywhere on that warrant ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. II])on the warrant of a magistrate ?

Answer. Yes, sir, if the offense has been committed within his jmnsdiction ; that is

my recollection of the law; the warrant is addressed to any sheriff in the State.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You were asked by Senator Pool if the disqualifications imposed by the

constitution of the State of Alabama upon white men in Alabama were not limited to

those imi)Osed by the fourteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the

Uiiitfd States. I will ask you whether or not those men were prevented by the con-

stitution of Alabama not only from holding an ofhce, but also from voting ; I mean those

men who were disqualified from holding office alone by the fourteenth amendment to

the Constitution of the United States? Does not your constitution disqualify them
from voting, as well as from holding office, and thereby does it not go further than the

fourteenth amendment?
,

Answer. I understood Senator Pool's question to bo whether the disqualifying clauses

of the constitution of Alabama were similar to those contained in the amendment to

the Constitutiou of the United States and the reconstruction measures, and my answer
Avas that I thought so.

Question. Now I ask you whether or not the disqualifications in your constitution do
not go beyond the disqualifications imposed by the fourteenth article of amendment
to the Constitution of the United States ?

Answer. Yes, sir; they go beyond the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of

t^l(^ United States.

Question. By disfranchising men from voting, as well as by preventing them from
holding olHcef

Answer. Yes, sir ; and that was the fact under the reconstruction measures.
Question. Let me read from the constitution ofAlabama the qualification ofpersons for

voting and holding office : "It shall be the duty of the general assembly to provide, from

time to time, for the registi'ation of all electors; but the following class of persons shall

not be permitted to register, vote, or hold office : 1st. Those who, during the late rebellion,

inflicted, or caused to" be inflicted, any cruel or unusual punishment upon any .soldier,

sailor, marine, enqdoy^ or citizen of the United States, or who in any other way violated

the rules of civilized warfiire. 2d. Those who may l)e disqualified from holding office by
the projioscd amendment to the Constitution of the United States known as 'Article

XIV,' and those who have been disqualified from registering to vote for delegates to

the convention to frame a constitution for the State of AUil)ama, under the act of Con-
gress ' to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,' passed by Con-



ALABAMA. 215

gress March 2, 1867, aud the act sn^ipkimentary thereto, exce7>t such persons as aid

the reconstruction proposed by Congc-css, aud accept the political equality of all

ided in

men
before the law : Provided, That the general assembly shall have power to remove the
disabilities incurred under this clause," &c.

Answer. Let me read also, a portion of the oath prescribed by the constitution of Ala-
bama. It is as follows: " That I will never countenance or aid in the secession of this
State from the United States ; that I accept the civil and political equality of all inen,
and agree not to attempt to deprive any person or persons, on account of race, color,

or previous condition, of any political or civil right, privilege or immunity enjoyed by
any other class of meu ; aud furthermore that 1 will jiot in any way injure, or counte-
nance in others any attempt to injure, any person or persons on account of pastor
present support of the Government of the United States, the laws of the United States,
or the iM'iuciple of the political and civil equality of all men, or for afQliation with any
political party."

Queslion. AVhat I want to get at is this : Did not the people of Alabama seriously ob-
ject to and protest against having a constitution that they had rejected ibrced upon
them by Congress in spite of that rejection ? That constitution went even beyond the
proposed fourteenth amendment, aud made those who took that oath agree forever af-

terward not to attempt to deprive any person or persons, on account of their race,
color, or previous condition, of any political or civil right, privilege, or innnunity en-
joyed by any other class of men. Was not that a serious Sbjection they made to it, at
a time when political rights had not beeu couf<n'red upon colored men '!

Ansiver. That article and section embraced the chief and almost the only ground of
objection to the constitution as proposed by the c(mvention that framed it : the people
of Alabama were very bitterly opposed to it on that accouut.

Question. I will ask you whether or not that very clause that bound them to agree
never afterAvard to attempt to deprive any person on accouut of his race, color, or pre-
vious condition, of any political right enjoyed hy any other class of meu, was not
regartfed as especially obnoxious, as binding them to do things in the future that no
other State was bound to do?

An,swer. I do not know whether they dwelt especially upon that or any other clause of
that article. But I may say that as a whole I knew of no white man of intelligence in
the State of Alabama that did not object to that clause of the constitution in all its

features, and that upon that clause in all its featui'cs they made the contest.
Question. Did or not the State of Alabama immediately after the war, when the thir-

teenth amendment was submitted to her, repeal her ordinance of secession, and also
vote for the ratification of the thirteenth amendment ? •

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Aud was not the State of Alabama counted as one of the States voting for
the thirteenth amendment when its ratification was proclaimed f

Answer. Yes, sir. I was on the committee of federal relations that reported that
amendment.

Question. That was before any negro vote ?

Ansrcer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has not your legislature so changed the laws as to allow those under politi-

cal disabilities now to vote in Alabama?
Answer. Yes, sir; all meu are now allowed to vote.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. The legislature put that matter right about voting?
Ansiver. They did.

By Mr. Beck: *

Question. You were asked as to the comparative knowledge of yourself and Governor
Parsons in regard to the state of feeling in Alabama ; I will ask you whether or not
Governor Parsons—Lewis E. Parsons, I moan—would not himself be more likely to have
the oold-shoulder turned towards him than any other political nuxn in Alabama to-day
in consequence of his past course ? or I will put it in this form: is he not sj^ecially
odious to the people of Alabama f you can answer the question in that form.
Answer. I can answer it in any form.
Question. Well, answer the question.

Answer. I think that Lewis E. Parsons is the most unpopular mau to-day in the State
of Alabama.

Question. Regardless of race, color, or previous condition ?

Answer. I do not confine his unpopularity to the democratic party or to the repub-
lican jiarty, but 1 take the State at large. Perhaps I may be permitted to give a reason,
as this is to go on record.

Question. Before you give your reason I will ask you whether or not Lewis E. Parsons,
Avas not one of the most bitter.aud denunciatory men in the State against the repub-
lican party and all its measures until Andrew Johnson went out of power aud General
Grant was inaugurateil ?
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Answer. The democratic party to-day consider that Lewis E. Parsons was one of tho
chief agents in leading them into difliculties by his counseling uon-a,ction .and the with-
holding of candidates in the contest when the constitution was voted upon; that he
was a zealot in his opposition, and par excellence a leader of the democratic party iu

opposition to the reconstruction measures ; that he was one of the strongest advocates
of tho democratic ticket in the presidential contest ; that he counseled by telegraph
from Washington the rejection of the fourteenth constitutional amendment, as I under-
stand ; and did many other things that the democratic party at that time, as I con-

ceived, unfortunately accejited. Wlien he had got them into that condition ho suddenly
turned around and became one of their most bitter adversaru's.

Question. Was he uot the chairman of the Alabama delegation in the New York demo-
cratic convention in 18G8 ?

Answer. He was ; I was not present, but that is my understanding.
Question. Was he not as denuuciatory of the acts of the republican party up to the

time of General Grant's election as any man you heard of in the State of Alabama ?

Ansiver. He was ; I heard him make a speech in Mobile to that eli'ect.

Question. Do you know whether or not he remained here in Washington during the

time of the attempted enforcement by Congress of the constitution of Alabama upon
the i^eople, as one who was urging and leading the opposition to it in every form he
could !

Answei: I do uot remembet anything with regard to his movements at that time.

Question. Is it not generally believed by the people of Alabama (I do not ask you for

your own opinion) that his conversion to republicanism, after General Grant came into

power, was for the purpose of enabling him to put money into his own pocket i I do
not w^ant your own opinion, but what is the belief of the peojjh; of Alabama?

Answer. The belief of the jieople of Alabama is that he was actuated by iuterested

and sellish motives.

By Sir. Van Trump : . •

Question. Can you give us a few points of his Moliile speech ?

Answer. I do uot remember the points of his speech ; tlie general point was denuncia-
tion of the action of the republican party toward the South.

Question. What was the date of that speech ?

Ansiver. My impression is that it was iu February, 1868, but I will not speak with
positiveness about that ; it was in February or the beginning of March, 18t>8. I am
guided by another recollection v;hicli satisfies nic that it w.is prior to the jiresidential

election, from the simple fact that I dined with Mr. Forsytlie, himself, and others. I

said something laudatory of Andrew Johnson, and I reniein))er he got up with a great

deal of enthusiasm, caught me by the hand, and thanked me for this expression of my
sentiments ; and I do uot think he would have douo that when Johnson was out of

power.
Question. Were you preseut at the trial which was brought for the recovery of the

books and papers of the executive office iu Montgomery ?

Answer. I was.
Question. Governor Parsons says here that he was not present, but he understood

from Governor Smith that during that trial from day to day, immediately in the rear

of Smith's seat, was densely packed a bodj- of men, strangers in tbe community, and who
had arms on their ])ersons.

Answer. There is not a word of truth iu tliat.

Question. If I understood your examination yesterdaj', you said that at th.at time
there were certain meetings iu Montgomery that brought an unusual crowd of stran-

gers thei*.

Answer. A meeting of the grand lodge and the Methodist conference.

Question. Was the legislature in session also 1

Ansiccr. Yes, sir.

Question. Ordinarily there would have been a large collection of straugers ?

An.twer. No, sir; I do not think there was an armed man; none in the court-house.

There was very little excitement ; the court-house was not crowded. I know of no
arms being seen or used, or tlircateued to be used, during that contest, with one excep-

t ion, and that was l)y an ally ofGovernor Smith, who walked with his pistol under his little

cloak behind General L'lanton. General Clanton suspected liim because of his former
reputation, and went up to him in tlie seci'etary of state's otlice, took hold of his cloak,

threw it otf, and took his jiistol from under his arm, and then cur.sed him; he then
lianded his loaded pistol back to hiui, telling hiiu that he was too cowardly to shoot

anybody. That was the only thing of the kind that occurred during the whole excite-

ment, as they called it, in Montgomery.

By Mr. Comjitx :

Question. Aie you on good tonus with Governor Parsons f

Answer. I have not seen Governor Parsons to speak to him shico this affair.
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Question. Was lie the priucipal counsel iu that lawsuit to prevent you from taking
the office of governor ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Was he not one of the counsel?

Ansiver. He was one of the counsel ; but he was off at Washington trying to get an
injunction.

Question. At Washington ?

Answer. It was reported he was at Washington ; he may have been in Savannah.
Question. You have had no personal altercation with him?
Ansiver. Not in my life.

Question. Are you on good terms with him ?

Ansiver. No more than to-day.

Question. Hav?; you been on terms of friendshii;) with him?
Ansiva: Never met him to speak to him since the coutest.

Question. How near to him do you live ?

Ansiver. Montgomerj' is one hundred and twenty miles from my house.

Question. Have you ever met him ?

Answer. I do not think I ever met him. But to settle the matter I will say that I

would not speak to him if I did meet him.
Question. Have you any feeling against him ?

Answer. Not a bit.

Question. Wliy uot speak to him ?

Answer. Because I do not think he is worthy of being spoken to.

Question. Something has been said about the repeal of the law disqualifying certain

persons from voting ?

Answer. If you will allow me—I regret to speak of these things, but the question has
been put to me—if you will allow me to explain my reasons.

Question. If you desire, certainly.

Answer. I desire to say that Lewis E. Parsons was the chief counsel in all this oppo-
sition on the part of Governor Smith to my admission to office. I believe if it had uot
been for him William H. Smith would not have hesitated for one moment to acknow-
ledge my election. Therefore, as a public man, and representing 78,000 votes, I do not

consider that I ought to sx^eak to Lewis E. Parsons, or recognize him as being woi-thy

of beiug spoken to.

Question. You testified as to the repeal of certain provisions, disqualifying persons

iXom voting ?

Ansiver. The legislature repealed that disqualification.

Question. What was that legislature ?

Answer. It was a republican legislature; the same that was elected wheii the con-

stitution was adopted.
Question. How loi?g ago was that repeal ?

Answer. I think it was in 1869; I.do uot remember the date. At all events, it was
before the last election, and we were very glad of it, and thanked the legislature for

doing it.

Question. You say that the peoijle of the South, of Alabama, are a very generous,

impulsive, and forgiving people. Do you think they have ever forgiven the Union
people of this country for defeating them iu the rebellion ?

Answer. Entirely,
Question. They have got over all that ?

Answer. Pretty well.

Question. You say they are a very grateful people. Do you consider they have beeu
very grateful because they were not punished when the war was over?
Answer. That is a very Atistideau question.

Question. I want to kuovv^ what they are grateful for, whether it is for that or for

their having got exactly all they wanted.
Answer. I spoke of them in that connection

By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. You spoke of that fts their general characteristic ?

Answer. I said they would be grateful to you for a kindly act. What I meant was
this, that whenever the Government of the United States removed the disabilities of
the people of Alabama, they would feel a gratitude that would bind them still stronger

to the Government of the Uuited States. If you will remember, that was the connec-

tion in Avhich I used the jihrase.

By Mr. Coburn:
Question. So much was said that I do not recollect all of it. My recollection is, tliat

you testified that they were grateful for what had been done, or what would be done.

I wanted to know what they were grateful for so far ; whether they were grateful for

anything so far in connection with their treatment by the Government.
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Ansicer. I will illustrate : When Andrew Jolinson issued his last proclamation of.

amnesty, we were grateful aud welcomed it. If the Government of the United States

would to-morrow ijass a law removing all disabilities, and place all the citizens of the

South upon an equal footing with all the citizens of other sections of the Union, they
would be exceedingly grateful. And I now repeat, that not only would they be
grateful, but that gratitude would have li tendency to bring us all closer together. I

believe it would remove any remaining barriers to that harmony aud concord of
feeling that should bind together the peojile, not of one section, but of all sections of
the United States.

Question. How many peoiilo in Alabama do you suppose are disqualified by reason of
the fourteenth amendmeut to the Constitution of the United States ?

Ansivei: I do not think I could approximate the number ; the numjj>er is very large

in Alabama, for the simple reason that the tenure of olfice there was much shorter

than in most of the Southern States.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. The tenui^e of office before the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir. For example, the governor is elected for only two years in that
State, while in some of the other States he is elected for four years.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. How long is the term of your justices of the peace ?

Answer. It has varied; I think it is now for one year. Our circuit judges are elected

for six years, and our members of the legislature before the war were elected for only
one session.

Question. How many justices of the peace have you in Alabama ?

Ansiver. I cannot ai^proximate ; I reckon there are 1,500 or 2,000 ; I should say 2,000

was an underestimate.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. You have spoken in reference to the legislation of your State concerning
railroads, and also in regard to some alleged misconduct of Governor Smith under that
legislation. Has either that legislation or the action of the governor under it ever
been made the occasion, or ever been made the pretext, for any lawless acts in yoirr State,

to your knowledge ? Have there been any acts of violence or disorder growing out of

those things ?

Ansiccr. No, sir ; I know of no act of \'iolence arising out of the bond question.

Question. Nor in relation to the legislation on that subject ?

Anstver. I know of no act of violence growing out of legislation in regard to railroads.

Question. So that whatever acts of violence or disorder may havf been committed iu

your State, they are not traceable to that ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Now, in relation to this Methodist phase of the subject; you are aware
that a (•onsiderai)le number of years ago that portion of the Methodist Church in the
South went oti' into a separate organization, and called itself the Methodist Episcopal
Church South ? r

Answe)'. Yes, sir.

Question. Did that division of the church grow out of any difference at all in refer-

ence to religious (piestious; was it any theological difference?

Answer. I am not conversant with that subject.

Question. What was the subject th'at divided the Methodist Church into two parts at

that time '1

Ansiver. I must confess my ignorance upon that subject. The only difficultj' that

ever I knew connected with it was through the law, and that was in regard to the Book
Concern.

Question. Do you not know, as a matter of general history of the time, that it was
in reference to the subject of slavery ?

Answer. Oh, yes, sir: I know that that was a cause of contention and disagreement.

Question. And it was upon that matter that the church divided into two organiza-

tions? You have never .understood, have you, that there Avas any difference between
the Methodist Church North and the Methodist Church South as to their theology, or

religious doctrines and opinions ?

Answer. I confess my ignorance upon that jioint.

Question. You have never understood that there was any difierence between them
except growing out of slavery ?

Answer. I know, being reminded of it now, that slavery was a cause of difference,

and in all likelihood the cause of their separation.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was it not the fact that in the general conference a resolution or ordinance
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was adopted by the Methodist northeru members ostracizing a southern bishop for

owning slaves ?

Answer. I do not recollect that.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Since the war, the Methodist Church North, or the Methodist Episcopal

Church, as they call themselves, have undertaken to set up their organization in your
State ?

Ansiver. That is my understanding.
Question. And to induce Methodists in your State to connect themselves with the

northern organization, or the general organization, as they call it ; and this Mr. Lakin,
of whom you have spoken, and who has been a witness here, went down there to super-

intend the movement in your State on the part of the Methodist Ei^iscopal Church f

Ans^ctr. He came there, as I understand for the i)urpose of establishing the Northeru
Methodist Chiu'ch, but whether to superintend it or not I am not able to say.

Question. Did you not imdeistand that he Avas the leading man in that movement?
Ansiver. I do not know anything about his position. I know he was considered a

leading man in his activity in furthering that object.

Questioni Do you know, or have you ever heard, anything against the character of

Mr. Lakin as an earnest Christian man?
Answer. Well, I have heard somany things about him that sounded so unchristian .

Question. What have you ever heard about him that was derogatory to his Christian
character ?

•

Ansiver. So far as his personal character is concerned—his freedom from the commis-
sion of crime—I have no reason to make any charge.

Question. What have you ever heard of his saying or doing in your State that was
derogatory to him as a Christian minister ?

Ansiver. In the communities in which I have been, and heard him spoken of, I have
generally heard the expression that he was a very bad and dangerous rtan ; that he
was fomentiug disturbances between the races in his efforts to establish this Northern
Methodist Church. That is about the extent and substance of what I have heard about
him.

Question. Can you give anything more specitic than that?
Answer. Nothing at all, further than general hearsay. I am not acquainted vrith the

man further than a passing introduction.

Qitestion. Have you heard anything more said in reference to him and his efforts

than this : that he was assiduous and earnest in endeavoring to get Methodists in your
State and Methodist churches also, to attach themselves to the northern organization ?

Answer. That is alleged to bo his chief object.

Question. Have you ever heard anything about his efforts there beyond that?
Answer. Not separated from that.

Question. Have you ever heard of his saying or doing anything in furtherance of that
object that was derogatory to his Christian character, unless the object itself was
derogatory ?

Answer. Well, Christian character is a conventional term. The manner in which you
put your question requires that I should be a little more lengthy in my reply.

Question. Take all the time you want.
Answer. We consider it derogatory to a Christian character, even for the advance-

ment of the church, to raise antagonism in communities ; to advance the church at the
expense of social peace ; to advance Christianity at the expense of harmony between
the two races that existed in the South. We consider that entirely contrary to Chris-

tian character, no matter what the object, even the advancement of the Cross. We
consider Mr. Lakin was an unchristian man, because he used his zeal and all his efforts

to advance his church by persuading the negroes of the South that the white men of
the South were their adversaries.

Question. Do you know, or have you heard, of his trying to foment any differences

.betw^een the races ? Were his efforts any more to get colored men to attach themselves
to the Methodist Church North than to get white men to do so ?

Answer. I cannot speak specially upon that subject.

Question. Was it not a general effort to attach Methodist churches and Methodist peo-

ple of your State to the northern organization instead of to the southern ?

Answer. Judging from his success I should conclnde that his efforts were directed
not only printiipally, but almost exclusively, to the colored race. I must confess that I

know of no white congregation, nor of any white j)erson, in the entire valley of tho
Tennessee—and there is a large population there—that belongs to the Northern Metho
dist Church. Theie may be in Huntsville ; if there is, I am not aware of it. I stated

yesterday that I understood that he had established three churches in the mountain
regions of Nortli Alabama, somewhere between Blount and Winston Counties, but that
tlioso organizations had subsequently dissolved, within the last six mouths ; but that
is only hearsay-.
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Question. I think JIv. Lakin stated here that there were seventy circuit preachers and
one hundred and lifty local preachers under him.

Ansicct: In that State ?

Question. Yes ; and that many of the local preachers were colored men ?

Answer. I have no doubt of tliat ; one of the best colored friends I have in the State

of Alabama is a local preacher of the Northern Methodist Church.
Question. Have yon ever heard of any Methodist ministers who had attached them-

selves to this northern orfjauizatiou, or were preaching for that organization, being
subject to any acts of violence, except the Mr. Dorman to whom you referred ?

Ansicer. I know of no others.

Question. If there were any acts of violence committed upon any others than this Dor-
man, so far as you know, it was not on account of any bad character of theirs?

Anstver. I know of none having been mistreated at all ; there may have been, but I

do not recollect them.
Question. This Mr. Lakin represented to us that several attacks, or several attempts,

and persistent attempts, had been made to take his life. Do you believe that, becaiise

of an effort, to establish this jSIethodist organization in the South in connection with
the Methodist Church' North, the people of Alabama, to any extent, or anybody there,

would undertake to kill him ?

Answer. I do not. I live in Mr. Lakius's section, and I never heard, until I read it

in print here in the papers, that any effort had ever been made to take Ms life.

Question. Where is the State University located ?

Answer. At Tuscumbia. *

Question. Mr. Lakin was at one time elected president of that university ?

Answer. I understand he was.
Question. Do you know that he went there to undertake the duties of i^resident of

that university ?

Answer. My understanding is that instead of undertaking to assume those duties, he
refused to accept the position. I cannot state positively about that.

Question. Did you never hear that he went there to undertake to assume the duties

of that position, and was driven away ?

Ansiver. I do not recollect anything of the kind.
Question. You never saw an account of anything of the kind in the newspapers?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. You never saw a newspaper with a cut representing him hanging on a tree,

\yith a rope around his neck ?

Ansuer. I never saw it.

Question. You say that a men from any other State who goes into Alabama and sct-

• ties there and behaves himself, no matter what his politics is, is received with favor
and well treated by your people in every part of the State ; and that unless he does
something to disturb the peace, no objection is made to him on the score of his politics.

Is that suV)8tantially the statement you made f

Answer. My belief, biised upon my experience and knowledge, is that a man may
come from any portion of this continent to settle in the State of Alabama Avith tjie

utmost impunity ; and that his honesty, his energy, his industry, will be the meas-
ure of his respect, and not his politics.

Question. And you believe that a republican may make a republican speech there in

entire safety ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard hundreds of them of the worst sort, and not a man
raised an objection.

Question. Let mo put a case. Suppose that a republican, and especially a republican
from the north, before a general congregation of people of all colors and all jiolitics in

your State, should go on and argue to the colored peopk' that the democrats had always
been in favor of slavery and the republicans opposed to it; that the democrats were
opposed to the negroes voting, aud the republicans had always favored it ; and that
they owed their freedom from slavery and their right to vote to the efforts of the re-

publicans, and that, therefore, thej^ ought to be the friends and supporters of the re-

publican party, do you believe he could do it with perfect safety aud impunity in any
l>ortion of your State?
Answer. I have heard it done with impunity, and not onlj- that, but I have heard a

speaker, a member of Congress, Mr. Ilaughey, say that he was there to address the
colored men, and to ask their votes, and that he did not want the votes of the whites.

He spoke in great deal harder terms than you seem to signify. •

Question. I am merely putting a case.

Answer. You are putting words in the mouth of some other person ; I am aware of

that. But I put it in stronger terms than you presented. Yon would be astonished if

you could listen to speeches I have listened to, and you would conclude as readily as 1

do that any man can go there aud express his opinions upon any political subject and
not be interfered with.

Question. Do you think that has been the case for the last two «r three years f
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Aiistver. I have never known it otherwise. I have seen less disturbance at political
meetings when such speeches as you arc imagining were made than I used to see in
the old times of whigs and democrats. Nearly twenty years ago I was prevented tiom
speaking in Alabama by drunken men, simply because 1 was a democrat and they were
whigs. I do not see that there is any change at all unless it is for the better.

Quention. Did you hear of some riot or disturbance at a political meeting in Eutaw
last October ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I did not hear of anything else for a long time.
Question. Did you understand that, during a political meeting there, a ?arge number

of pistol-shots W(,'re tired into a crowd, and a great many persons injured .'

Jiiawer. O, yes, sii-. I have heard of the Eutaw riot in all its phases.
Question. What were the circumstances attending that riot, as you understood

them ?

Anm-er. I was not present. I have heArd it described again and again, and of course
with variations. Do you wish that I should tell all that I have heard, or only the
general result ?

Qnestion. State, from all the information you have about it, what, in your judgment,
was the cause of it.

Answer. I understand that there were two political meetings held there upon that day,
one by the democratic party, and the other by the republican party, on oj)posite sides
of the court-house perhaps; and that at the republican meeting the difficulty ensued

;

that it arose at the time that CTcneral Warner and y±v. Parsonshad perhaps addressed
the ci-owd, and Charles Hays, the republican member of Congress, was about to addriess
them ; that somebody interfered with him, pulling him or shoving him from the table
on which he was standing ; and that at that time the firing commenced. There are
various and conflicting accounts as to who commenced the firing. A gentleman of the
name of Mr. Pierce was present, and perhaps in conversation with Mr. Parsons at the
time it occurred. He was shot somewhere about th« leg, the only white man who was
shot there. The firing was then continued by both parties, as I understand—so I am
informed—and a general riot took place, and that there were two negro men wounded.
Every one with whom I have conversed have all been certain of the fact that in the
riot there but two negro men were wounded ; that none were killed, and none have
died. It is generally believed that the negro men were not shot Kj' white men at all;

that the white men fired into the air. The fact is generally known and believed in
that section, and everywhere throughout the State, that there were but two negro men
"wounded, in the riot, and that neither of them died.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question And the supposition is that they were shot by negroes ?

Answer. It is believed by parties that they were shot by negroes who fired upon the
white men.

By Mr. Van Tijump :

Question. Uniuteutioually ?

Ansiver. Of course.

By the Chairm.vn, (Mr. Poland :;

Question. Was anybody else wounded besides those two negroes ?

Answer. No, sir, except that Major Pierce received a flesh wound. I met Major Pierce
some six or eight weeks ago in Montgomery, and asked him to give me an account of
that difficulty. I understood him to say that we went up to Mr. Parsons and requested
him to suggest to Mr. Hays not to speak ; that they wished both meetings to go off

without any disturbance ; and that Mr. Hays had some personal enemies among the
young men at Eutaw, and a disturbance might result fi-om the unkindly personal feel-

ing that existed between the parties ; that at the time he was speaking to Mr. Parsons
some one fired and shot him through the leg. I maybe mistaken, but, as I understood
him, that was the first shot fired.

Question. Of what politics is Mr. Pierce ?

Answer. He is the present mayor of Eutaw, and a democrat. He is now in the city of
Washington. I have not conversed with him about the riot at this time, but that is

my information, that there were but two wounded there. During the canvass it was
reported that some fifty-four or five were wounded and killed there.

Question. Your information is that only two were wounded?
Answer-. That is my information.
Question. And that is your belief?

Answer. I have only that information upon which to found a belief. There was a
universal regret at the occurrence. I believed, and it was generally believed, that it

had a very detrimental influence upon the result of the election.
Question. In that county ?

Answer. No, sir ; in the State. We believed the colored population would have voted
much more largely for the democratic ticket if that had not occurred. It was repre-
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8eutecl to them that fifty-four of their race had been killed and wounded, so that in the
adjoining counties of Peny, Dallas, Marengo, and other counties they voted against us
on that account.

Qimtion. You stated in your testimony yesterday that you helieved this Ku-Klux or-

ganization, whatever it had been, was now at an end as an organization ?

Ansicer. Its existence, so far as I knew it, was from rumor and general reputation
;

and the same authority justities me in saying that it was disbanded years ago. And in

this connection I may be permitted to say that when I said I had learned that such an
organization had existed in Alabama, I did not wish to be understood as saying that it

had existed throughout the State of Alabama, for I never heard at any time of the Ku-
Klux organization having an existence in South Alabama ; in what we call the Black
Belt of Alabama.

Question. It was in North Alabama ?

Ansioer. It was confined by rumor to the northern part of the State, adjoining the
State of Tennessee.

Question. You have never happened to hear any man, who professed to have been a
member of it, state that it was disbanded or disorganized ?

Answer. I never heard a man acknowledge that he was a member of the Ku-Klux
organization.

Question. Either existing or disbanded?
Anmver. No, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. I understood you to say, in regard to the county of Greene, that Mr. Hays
had become very unpopular there, and for that reason you had expected, but for this

Eutaw riot, to have carried that county by a much larger vote ?

Answer. I am judging from information. I have been informed by a gentleman who
ought to know that we would have carried the county of Greene by a much larger

majority had this riot not occuned. Personally, I know nothing of the popularity of

Mr. Hays, nor of the political condition of Greene County.
Question. Are you aware of the fact that Mr. Hays received in Greene County pre-

cisely the same number of votes that Governor Smith did?
Answer. I suppose it was about the same.
Qitestion. Each received exactly 1,790 votes ?

AnsuxT. Yes, sir.

Question. You received 1,825 votes; and Harris, Hays's antagonist, received 1,825

votes ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. So that there is no indication from the poll there of any unpopularity on

the part of Mr. Hays?
Answer. No, sir. But let me state here that I am well aware, as yon arc all well

aware, that in an election of that kind t>ne candidate may give character and expression

to the result in regard to the entire ticket, and that by Avorkiug upon the unpopularity
of one of the candidates you may drag all the balance associated with him upon the

ticket down to the same result.

Question. Greene County gave Grant over 2,000 majority, while you carried the county
last year ?

Answer. Yes, sir-.

Question. And the total vote was smaller last year than in 1868?
Ansiver. I do not know whether it was or not.

Question. The figures show that the total vote was several hundred less than iu 18()8,

and yet the entire vote of the State was increased?

Answer. I question very much whether the vote was very much smaller; if it was
any it was but a trifle smaller. There was a great change in regard to the negro vote
throughout the State, with the exception of Montgomery and Dallas Counties. I will

refer to Jiladison County, wliere there was no disturbance or interference ; it ha.s a ma-
jority of GOO negro voters. Have you the record of what was the vote for Seymour ?

Question. It went for Seymour by over 600 majority.

Answer. I thmk my majority there was from 800 to 900; and yet there is a majority

of 600 registered negro voters.

By Mr. Van Tkump:
Question. Majority over the white vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Arc you aware that it was claimed that there was violence there ; not riot-

ing, but Ku-Kluxing?
Answa: I never heard of it.

Question. I observe by the returns that last year Smith carried the county ol Macon
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by about 500 majority, while iu 1868 Macon was carried by Grant by about 1,300 ma-
jority ; so that there was a falling off there?

Ansiver. In answer to that I may say that the last election was the first since the
passage of the reconstruction acts when the democratic party entered into the contest
with an earnest wish to work and gain, because they believed it was the first time when
they could triumph, and triumph upon the unpopularity of the party that had been iu

power during the past two or three years. Therefore, the vote of 1868 is no criterion

by which to judge the vot43 of 1870.

Question. Were there more voters in 1868 than then voted ?

Answer. About 10,000 voters more.
Question. How in Macon County ?

Answer. I cannot speak with regard to that county particularly ; but I say that in

1870 was the first time when we believe<l we could carry the State, and therefore we
went to work with earnestness, using all the persuasi(jn in our power to get both white
and colored votes. And it is upon the files of the War Department that in no election
that ever took jilace upon the continent of America did more order prevail than in that
election in Alabama ; not in those words, perhaps, but that is the substance of Gen-
eral Crawford's report.

Question. You say that in Sumter there were several reasons why you should get a
larger vote there than any other democrat in your State could get ; are you aware of
the fact that in Sumter County you ran precisely with ^h: Harris ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; or about the siltluc.

Question. You and Mr. Harris each received 2.055 votes, while Mr. Smith received
1,438 votes, and Mr. Hays received 1,437 votes.

Answer. I think Mr. Harris's influence, he being a citizen of Sumter County, had a
great deal to do with regard to the majority in that county. He was from that county,
and is a very popular man : and up to the day of election we certainly expected that
if he did luit beat Mr. Hays in the district he would ran him very close.

Question. Yet there was a falling ott of .''iOO votes in the county of Sumter from the
vote of 1868, as the figures show ?

Answer. I do not know how that is.

Question. The aggregate vote of that county in 1868 was 3,965, while in 1870 it was
3,493. Can you account for the falling off iu those three counties of Greene, Macon,
and Sumter, of over 1,000 votes in 1870, as compared with the vote of 1868, while
there was, in 1870, an increase in the aggregate vote of the entire State ?

Answer. I cannot. I have not the data to determine what was the increase or the de-
crease in any county. The vote in some of the counties was increa.sed, and in others
it decreased.

Question. But there was an increase in the aggregate vote of the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; my county gave about the same vote last year that it did in the
presidential election ; it gained, perhaps, some 150 votes ; we gave Seymour and Blair
all the votes in the county but 45, I believe, while last year the republicans got 180
votes.

Question. You have several times expressed your opinion that the Ku-Klux Klan has
been abandoned. Have you examined the testimony taken last August and September
in Calhoun County, before one of the suiireme coui't judges of your State '1

Ansxver. I never saw it.

Question. It was an investigation of some acts of violence there ; are you not aware
of the fact that it was jiroven there by a number of witnesses, perhaps forty, that that
county, and several of the adjoining counties, had been the scene of Ku-Klux outrages
from some time in 1868 down to the acts of violence which were then investigated ?

Answer. I do not believe it was proved by any such number of witnesses.

Question. Do yon believe it was proved by any witnesses ?

Answer. I think it likely it was proved that disguised men had committed ci'imes
;

but I would not believe that any such thing existed if forty thousand witnesses w*re
to swear it, for Calhoun County is remarkable for its good 'oehavior. It lies on the
Georgia line, and on the Coosa River. I understood at the time that this man Luke re-

ferred to was killed by some disguised men, but that he was killed by Ku-Klux, as

Ku-Klux are generally understood, I do not believe it.

Question. Are you aware of the fact that it was testified there on that examination
by a man who professed to have belonged to the Ku-Klux Klau, a man by the name of

Force, that the organization did exist in the State of Alabama, and also in the State
of Georgia, and that be gave an estimate of the number of the organization in each
State ?

Answe): I do not know what he testified to.

Question. Do you know that such a man did testify, and also that he testified to such
facts ?

Ansioer. I do not.

Question. This is the first you have heard of it ? •

. Ansiver. I think it is.
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Question. You have power to institute such examinatious yourself, have you not?
That was clone by Governor Smith, requesting a judge of the supreme court of the State

to go there and institute an examination ; that is in your power ?

Ansicer. I have no right to institute any legal investigation, nor to swear witnesses.

Question. Have you not the right to request a judge of the sui)reme court to institute

an iuyestigation ?

Ansicer. I have just such a right as any man in the State of Alabama has.

Question. Have you made any such request ?

Jnsiver. 1 have not, and would not bo likely to do so, because we could find a justice

of the peace in the precinct whose duty it is to do that, and there are circuit courts
there. I Avould certaiuly ask the circuit judge, who has the same power as a judge of
the supreme court in that respect, to sit upon such cases. That was the first time in

the history of the State of Alabama, I believe, when a judge of the supreme court pre-

sided over a court of inquiry ; so much was it the first time that the question of his

right to do so was very seriously raised by the legal profession.

Question. You spoke of an act under which proceedings are now being had, in some
of the counties, to recover damages for Ku-Klux outrages ; that is an act approved De-
cember 26, 1868. Has that act had a good effect, a good tendency, so far as j'ou have
observed ?

Answci: I thiuk that in some Respects it has deterred—well, it has had but very little

influeuce, because it was passed at a time when, as I have said, but very few of these

acts had occurred.
Question. There was no great occasion for it ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Bui, you think the tendencj' of it is good ?

Ansiier. I cannot speak about the provisions of the act.

Question. But the general provision of holding the counties responsible ?

Ansirer. I think the holding the counties rLspousible is a pretty good stretch of legis-

lation for the crime of an individual.
Quesliun. I mean the effect of the law in regard to deterring acts of violence?
Anstver. I do not know whether it has had uuich effect.

Question. You spoke of one officer, who is a democrat, who is prosecuting these cases

with a great deal of vigor ; may it not be that the fact that he is to receive ten per
cent, on the amount he recovers has something to do Avith his zeal ?

Answer. I know the person, and 1 do net think there is a man on this continent less

disposed to do anything for money than he is.

Questio)i. He is fond of spending it ?

Answer. He is a man of very great generosity, but as for men's motives I cannot say.

Question. I do not ask you to judge him specially. There is such a provision in the
act?

Answer. I will answer you generally, that I do not think that would infiuence any
solicitor.

Question. The title of the act is, "For the suppression of secret organizations of men
disguising themselves for the purpo.-je of eonimittiiig crimes and outrages;" approved
December 26, 1808. Did you at the time, as a citizen of the State, a])prove of the pas-
sage of that act ?

Ansivei: Yes, sir; I approved of everything that was calculated to put down dis-

guised men.
Question. You think it was justified under the circumstances?
Answer. I think it is justitiable, at all times and tmderall circumstances, to pass laws

to put down men in disguise;. I do not think any law couUl be too severe for a man
who would put on a disguise and peri)etrate a crime.

Question. The preamble of the act is as follows: " Whereas there is in thi; po.sses.sion

of this general assembly ample and nndoubti'd evlileuce of a secret organization, in

many parts of this State, of men who, under thi; cover of masks and other grotesque
disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, and other deadly weapons, do issue from the
places of their rendezvous, in bauds of greater or less number, on foot or mounted on
horses, in like manner disguised, generally in the late hours of the night, to commit
violence and outrages ujiou peaceable and l.-iw-abiding citizens, robl)ing and nnirdering
them upon the highway, and entering theii- houses, tearing Ihem from their homes and
the embrace of their families, and, with \iolent Ihi'eiits and insidts, iiifiieting on them
the ii/ost cruel aiul inhuman treatment; and whereas this organization has become a
v\'ide-sj)read and alarming evil in this couimonwealth, distinl)ing the public jjcace,

ruining the happiness and prosi>erity of the pei)|ile, and in many ])laces overriiling the
civil authorities, del'ying all law and justice, or evading detection by the darkness
of the night and with tiieir hideous costumes: Tiierefore, be it enacted," &c. You
Avere nominated l"or governor in the summer of last year?

Aiinwcr. Yes, sir.

Qutstiott. You made a speech at Mobile shortly after your nomination?
Answer. Y'es, sir.
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Question. And that speech was i:)ublislied iu the democratic papers in Mobile ?

Ansicer. What purported to be my speech was published.
Question. Was it not taken down in short-hand and published in the democratic

papers ?

Ans^ver. I do not know how it was taken ; I heard it was taken down and reported
by the republican reporter of the Louisiana legislature.

Question. Do you remember saying in that speech something in substance like this

:

" Only fourteen men in my beat voted for Grant, and they voted before breakfast ; but
if we [meaning the democrats] had known that the polls were to be opened so oarly
thcyre would not have been any votes for Grant." Do you remember that ?

Ansu'cr. I remember saying in that speech that we had voted forty-five votes, I think,
for Grant.

Question. That is in your county?
Answer. Yes, sir ; and some thirteen or fourteen iu my beat ; that the polls had been

opened earlier than usual, and but for that fact those men who had been misled (I

think I named the parties who misled them) would not have voted for the republican
ticket.

Question. These fourteen ?

Answer. These fourteen ; that is about the substance ofwhat I said, and I do not believe
they would have voted that ticket but for that. There was an effort made (it is not
necessary to esj)lain it, however) by one or- two men of notorious character at that
time.

Question. W^as that a very unusual vote for your county, Colbert ; was forty-five votes
for the rei)ublican ticket an unusual republican vote there ?

Answer. We did not expect to give any. I could give reasons why that county is in

that political condition, but it is not necessary.

Question. You were mistaken in the number given for Grant ; it was thirty-nine.

Ansiver. I said forty-fi^'e.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was there any intention to prevent them by force from voting ?

Answer. None whatever ; I never knew a man in the cotmty of Colbert undertake to

prevent a colored or a white man from voting as he pleased, or of any design to do so.

I never asked a colored man how he intended to vote. I know I have been an active
politician in that county, and I never asked ray negro men to vote any particular
ticket.

By :Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. You live in that county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Grant got thirty-nine votes in 1868 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many votes did Smith get there last year ?

Answer. I think he got one hundred and sixty or oue hundred and seventy.
Question. The returns give him one hundred and eighty-two ; and yet you claim that

your party gained there from 1868 to 1870 ?

Ansiver. If you will look at that county you will find that my vote is precisely that
of Seymour and Blair, or nearly so ; and the increase of votes for Smith over Grant
were the votes of persons who did not appear before.

Question. You did, then, substantially, make this remark'in your speech about the
fourteen voters, in your heat ?

Answer. I made it with that explanation.
Question. W^hat part did you take in the rebellion ?

Ansive)'. I opposed secession.

Question. You have akeady spoken-of that.

Ansiver. After the State of Alabama went out I published a letter in May, 1861,
stating that I had opposed secession : that I had seen no reason why I should change

;

but that as the State of Alabama had declared her independence I would cast my for-

tunes with her.

Question. What part did you actually take in the rebellion?
Ansiver. I was appointed adjutant of militia for North Alabama, but they were dis-

banded, and my office fell to the ground. I afterward went in, sometimes as a private
and sometimes as a lieutenant. But I would rather not tell my military history, for

there was very little glory about it. I can say iu a few brief words that the military
part I took in the rebellion was by no means a distinguished part.

Question. You did perform military service ?

Answer. I was on the side of Alabama.
Question. You did your duty as a soldier ?

Answer. I tried to do it ; I do not know that I can say much about my soldiering.

15
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Washln'gton, D. C, June 19, 1871.

JAMES H. CLANTOK sworn and examined.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. How long have you lived in Alabama ?

Answer. Thirty-seven years.

Question. Are you well acquainted with the condition of affairs there ?

Aiisicer. I think so.

Question. What are your means of knowledge?
Ansivcr. This is my twenty-second year at the capital of the State, where not oflly

the legislature hut the supreme court and the grand lodges meet, and conferences of
the different churches are held. I was a member of the legislature before the war. I

raised sixty-four companies for the confederate service during the war, from every part
of the State. For four years since the war I have been chairman of the democratic
executive committee of the State.. I practice law there.

Question. What are your political antecedents?
Ansiver. I was a Union whig until after the war. I was a Bell and Everett elector

in the Yancey district in 18(J0. Since the war I have been the.only chairman of the
democratic executive committee. I am now the chairman.

Question. Give us a brief summary of political events in Alabama since the Avar.

Anmcer. When the war closed we were very much disheartened and dispirited. The
people s.aw that there Avas no alternative but to make the best of the situation—to go
toAvork; and they supposed they would get back to just w^here they were in 1860,

except Avith the abolition of sUwery and the right of secession surrendered by those
who believed in those rights. They thought that the rights of the State in every other
respect Avould be the same. They accepted the situation in good faitli, and were very
much disposed to forgive and forget. Tliey elected delegates to the State couA^cntion

—

such men as Ex-Goveinor Fitzpatrick, who was president of the first State conAxntioa
held after the Avar. The A'ote to make the abolition of slavery constitutional by the
State Avas almost unanimous; I know of but one member Avho opposed it—Alexander
White, a leading rei)ublicau in Alabama to-day. He turned OA-er since Grant's admin-
istration. He Avas for white supremacy until lately, Avhen he has told the people, in

his addresse8,'that in his opinion they committed jin error in abolishing slaverj', and
they had better take his adA'ice for the future. Now he is a republicau. He liA'es at

Seluia. If there Avas another member of that couA'ention that opposed the abolition

of slaA'ery I do not remember it ; he must have been a man of no prominence. I my-
self Aveut to the State-house and advocated it in person. Afterward the question of

the status of the negro before the laAV came before the legislature, and I went there in

person and advocated the right of the negro to be placed precisely in the condition of

the white man before the law ; that there should be nodisliuction as to their testimony
in the courts.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Qut-stion. Including suffrage?

Answer. No, sir; that question came up afterward. When the thirteenth and
fourteenth amendments Avere prcvsented, Goveraior Patton, elected since the war,
ad\'Lsed the legislature to accept them. Some of us, claiming to be representatiA-e men
to a limited extent, went before the legislature and urged them to reject tlio amend-
ments. I did so myself. We succeeded in haA"ing the fourteenth amendment rejected,

on tAvo grounds. Congress left it to us to accept or reject it, and in the exercise of
that privilege Ave rejected it. What influenced us mostly to do so Avas this: W(<
knew Avc Avere powerless ; the Government could do what it pleased Avith us. We had
followed the lead of General Lee, who, Avhen the war commenced, declared to his sister

that he Avould not draw his sword against the Government nor against his native
State. Many of us Avero opposed to secession, and were not responsible for the war,
undCongress called upon us Avho followed General Lee, to brand him a-s a traitor by
our A'oluiitary act— to jilace upon his brow, and upon the brows of our soldiers, the
liiaud of inferiority. Tiierefore, avc thought that self-respect demanded we should
reject the ameudmont. We knew that Congress could do it, and avo did not Avish to

become the voluutjiry instruments of doing it ourselves. So the amendment Ava.>

rejected by the legislature. Then came the question of negro suffrage before our
legislature. It was an exclusively Avhite legislature. Mr. Brooks, a prominent member
of the house, and a cousin of the late Preston Brooks, of South Caiolina, ad\'ocated

qualified negro suffrage. He had a respectable minority with him.
Question. By property, or what ?

Answer. By education or property. Judge Goldthwaito adA'ocated it, and the

governor proclaimed that he Avould compromise upon it. I differed Avitli some of my
friends, aud Avould hoive been willing to take almost any northern laws as to suffrage,

as they existed before the Avar. The proposition, howcA'er, failed to receive a majority
in any shape in oiir legislature. After that the question of the adoption or rejec-
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tiou of the constitution under which we now live came up. Congress provided
that if a majority of the registered voters voted for it it was accepted ; if they
failed to vote for it it was rejected. Well, the last democratic State convention which
met left the question as to jiolicy entirely in the hands of the executive committee,
of which I Avas president. This question had to be met, and it was a grave one,
involving more responsibility than I Avished to take. So I called together a council
of about one hundred leading men in the State, embracing every ex-member of
Congress and ex-judge in the State. "Wo met and deliberated, and Ave concluded
to vote against the constitution', Avith the hope of rejecting it. But for fear it

might be adopted, we Avere at the same time to take care of ourselves by electing
oflicers under it. Having agreed upon this, we Avere about to adjourn, Avhen we
received a dispatch from Governor Parsons, who was the accredited agent of the dem-
ocratic party here in Washington, saying, " I am on my way to Montgomery ; Avill be
there to-night. Don't adjourn your convention ; don't act till I get there." He came.
Some few of our men had left. He made a speech in Avhich he used this language:
" So far as the reconstruction measures are concerned and this constitution, touch not,
laste not, handle not, the unclean thing." He frequeutly used that language after-

Avard in his democratic addresses throughout the State. Governor Parsons, Alexander
White, then a leading democrat, vv^ho prepared the address on that occasion, but now
a leading radical, and Samuel Rice, a man who has been a secessionist for thirty years,
as he boasts, and with Avhom I have had many a passage at arras—these three men
caused the council to reverse its action. They are now three leaders on the other side
in Alabama. At this time the negroes were A'erj'^ much excited. The right of sulfrage
had been forced on them by Congress. They were all armed. Th-ey had half a dozen
league rooms, I suppose, in our city—scA-eral at least—and they were under the control
of Acry bad men—adA'entuvers. A great many had got hold of muskets, and had organ-
ized in companies and battalions. This Avas another reason urged for not going to the
polls, that it might lead to a Avar of races. The election came on. The white people did
not go to the polls, or passed resolutions not to go. The consequence Avas there was but
one democratic senator elected in the State, and he ran contrary to our policy". There
is but one now in the State senate. AVe kncAv Ave could defeat the constitution Avithout
voting, and we thought if Ave defeated the constitution CongTess Avould not go back on
itself and force it on i^s. Hence the intimidation was all a myth. The democratic
party resolA'ed not to go to the polls, and Ave did not go. But the negroes marched to
the polls by battalions, armed with muskets and stepping to the beat of drums. They
stacked their arms around the polls, some standing guard. There was great confusion,
and in the evening, in Montgomery, they got on the rampage and commenced tiring

their guns, the balls whistling through the houses and lots. They continued it in the
night until Colonel Crittenden, the Federal commander, being afraid of the results, dis-

armed them as far as he could reach them. But many remained in the outskirts
of the town fii'iug their guns. The balls flew around my house pretty thickly.

General Meade appointed the managers of the ele tion. They were all radicals or
nearly so. He received their returns and counted the A'ote. He reported that the
constitution, according to the form of laAV prescribed by Congress, had fallen short a
good many thousand votes of the majority of the registered A'ote. We thought then
that we would continue on under our own officers elected by the people. In that we
Avere mistaken. EA'ery one of those officers, so far as I know, Avas removed, and the
men who had been voted for by the negroes under the constitution which General
Meade said was rejected were installed in the places of those elected bylaw—installed

by the bayonet. Tliey are in office to-day, Avith few exceijtious, having held over six

years instead of four as prescribed by the constitution. We haA'e been ever since under
officers that Ave never voted for, except those Ave elected at the last election and
where there have been removals. It has been verj' galling, but Ave have borne it.

The first legislature after the war imposed a tax on our people of one-fourth of one
per cent, for State pitrposes, Avhich was sufiicient. The very next legislature, Avhich
Avas radical and came in under the present constitution—a legislature composed of men
elected from districts Avhere they ucA'cr lived—trebled the taxes, raising the rate from
one-fourth to three-fouillis of one per cent.; and noAv the funds are insufficient for the
state goA'crnment. The school-fund is in arrears about $150,000 and the public schools

I c in danger of stopping for want of money, as I am informed by the superintendent.

ByMr. Blaiii: '

Question. Notwithstanding these circumstances what is the animus of the Avhite

people toward the Government of the Ui^ited States ?

Ansurr. It is A-ery friendly. It is the mal-admiuistratiou of the Government of
which they complain. I can giA'e you no better e\'idence of the attachment of our
people to this republican form of government than to say, that however henious the
offense of secession may have been in the eyes of you, gentlemen, Avhen we formed a
government for ourselves Ave made it almost afuc simile of the United States GoA^ern-
ment. We are strict constructionists and State-rights men, whether whigs or demo-
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crats. The old Alabama State Jom'nal, the organ of the Whig party for twenty years,

edited by a Conuecticut man, a sou of the late president Bates of one of the New Eng-
land colleges, had flying at the masthead " Organ of the State-rights Whig party."
Though we were Union men we were strict constructionists and belonged to the Jef-

fersouian school of politics, and we established a governmeut as nearly like that of the
United States as we could when we seceded.

Question. Is there freedom of sj)eech in your State at present to i^ersons of all polit-

ical i^arties ?

Answer. No, sir ; there is freedom of speech for republicans, white and black, and for

white democrats ; but there is none for colored democrats.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Queslion. Why?
Anstver. They are mobbed.
Question. By whom ?

Answer. By the republican party.
Question. i3y colored or white men?
Answer. By colored men set on by white men who would not bo recognized North or

South by yourselves. I have seen it done. Colonel Crittenden saw it done and with
his federal cavali'y dispersed them.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. On what occasion?
Ansiver. A colored speaker by the name of Williams, of Tennessee, was making a

democratic speech to the colored people.
Question. When was that ?

Ansicer. I think it was in 1867 or '63.

Question. Was it after the constitution was adopted?
Ansu'a: Yes, sir, I think it was. He commenced by telling them he was a captain in

the Federal Army and had fought for their liberation ; that he was a democrat and they
had most to expect by making friends of their late masters ; when a negro by the name
of Abe Breck raised a disturbance to keep Williams from speaking—hooted and hal-

looed. When Williams came down from the stand they made a rush at him and his

traveling companion, also a colored man, to mob him. Some ten or twelve of us white
men held them at bay and got Williams in the houso until the adjutant of the post,

who witnessed it, got his cavalry up and they dispersed the mob. That is only.one of
many instances. There is a body servant of Governor Shorter, named Cesar, who has
been in danger of his life for years—a very sober, quiet, industrious man, but a democrat.

Question. Where does he live?
Answer. He is now a porter about the State-house at Montgomery.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Does he vote with the democratic party ?

Answer. Votes with it every time; but ho has to be mighty shy about it, ho tells me.
They chased him one night into his yard for voting the democratic ticket—so he told

7ne. Bob Barrington, another negro I know, was waylaid a month or so ago, and they
tried to kill him.

By Mr. Blair :

{Question. Is he a public speaker '!

Answer. No, sir ; neither of them.
Question. They not only will not allow them to speak for the democratic party, but

will not let them vote?
Answer. No, sir ; and when one of them tells you he is a democrat, he asks you to say

nothing about it. At the last election they waylaid a negi'o coming from the polls, and
nearly beat him to death ; it was published in the Evergreen Observer. These out-

rages are very common. On the night of this row at Montgomery, they not only wont
for these negroes, but knocked white men down. A man by tho name of McKay lay

insensible in a ditch all night. There is constant intimidation at tho polls. They go
there very early and form a solid mass, so that you can scarcely get in to vote. They
form a line, and put their sentries at the gate to examine every negro's ticket as ho
comes in. At the last election I saw the captain of a negro volunteer company in Mont-
gomery stand at the steps of tho court-house and look at every ticket as it passed him ;

we all saw it, and could not challenge him. It is $i>00 fine and imprisonment to inter-

fere with voting. They vote as often as they please, and brag of it. There are three
negroes to one white among us; they all look alike, and it would be like hunting for a
neetlle in a hay-stack to identify them. They had to run tho gavmtlet as they went to

vote; as they passed by this colored captain he took their tickets and examined thorn;
if it was a democratic ticket he would take it and give them a republican ticket for it.

He would not ask a question but take their tickets and open them. Tho man in tho
lino would have to pass on or be stamped to death. I called tho attention of General
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Allen, the sheriff, to it. Major Randolph told me lie saw a uegro start to vote the dem-
ocratic ticket, and they gathered around him and told him they would take his life

;

they said he belonged to their party, their color, and they had a right to kill him. I
saw boys vote

;
you cannot challenge them ^ to age or residence.

Question. Is this iutimidatiou carried on by any organization ?

Answer. I cannot say ; I never belonged to the Union League, but common rumor
charges it to the machinations of the Union League.

Question. Did you hear any one of the negroes themselves state this to be the fact,,

those who desired to vote the democratic ticket ?

Answer. Numbers have told me they would like to vote with us, but were afraid,,

and if they did vote they did not want anything said about it.

Question. Why ; did they know there was an organization to prevent it ?

Answer. They spoke in that way; that their party would get hold of them and they
would be in danger.

Question. Is there now, or has there been heretofore, an organization in your State •

known as the Ku-Klux organization ? }

Answer. I do not think there ever has been. There have been some outrages by
bodies of disguised men in two or thi'ee localities. All I have ever heard of, or can call

to mind, are three. Governor Lindsay told me he saw some disguised men one night
in Tuscumbia, who hung some negroes for burning a female acad'emy, or threatening
to burn it. He is the only man who ever told me he saw any. I have heard of dis-

guised men killing a fellow in Greene County, I think by the name of Boyd ; and I have
heard of some outrages—I do not know whether it was by Ku-Klux or not—in Jack-
son County. I have also heard of the aflair at Patoua. I did not hear of the men
being disguised in Jackson or Patona. I liave heard of other outrages, but mostly by
negroes. I can give names and places. In the county of Macon, where I was raised,

Jim AUstou, a colored republican member of the legislature, was shot in his bed as he
and his wife were retiring, just after a league meeting in a church called Old Zion, in
the town of Tuskegee. He charged a colored rival in the legislature and two accom-
plices with shooting him. He had them arrested and init in jail. I think they were
acquitted. He was so certain it was these negroes that he sent for white citizens to
come and stand guard over him, and they did so all that night, old citizens of Tusk-
egee, and democrats. I was up there the next day, and Governor Smith was there.

The negroes commenced coming iuto town. The postmaster, named Armstrong, had
sent word to them to come to town armed, and they came pouring in. Th'ey did not

.

know who shot Allston, and were threatening to burn the town. ,

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was it understood that they shot him in disguise s

Ansiver. Oh, no, sir. They came pouring into town i^erhaps under the belief that
Bome white man had done it, and they threatened to burn the town. Many women
and children ran off to Montgomery. As I was going 'to the place I overtook this

volunteer negro company on the jnke going also to the scene of excitement. I knew
it would not do—it would perhaps lead to a Avar of races. I jumped out of the hack
and drew my pistol on the first lieutenant ; some of them cocked their muskets and
one drew a pistol, but I stood there and said, " You cannot go to Tuskegee." By that
time the sheriif came up. I asked him if he was resj)onsible for this, and he said " No."
I asked if Governor Smith was, and he said "No." I then told the men to go back or
they would get hurt. They did so. The military went up on the train. When I got
to Tuskegee

Question. What was the distance ?

Ansiver. About forty miles. When I got there, I found a great many negroes armed
;

houses were surrounded, and it was reported that every road leading to the town was
guarded. I found one hundred and lifty white men under arms to protect the place.

The three negroes were arrested, and the postmaster had run away that night to Mont-
gomery. The officers ofthe county were all republicans,, and are so now. They are can-
didates for reelection. Governor Smith made the negroes a speech, and I made a speech.

He came up and indorsed what I had said to the negro company. All the negroes
in the company had come there with arms. A few nights before they had shot two
white men—one by mistake for another man. A' few weeks before they shot a man in
his house. Governor Smith made a speech and counseled moderation. I did the same.
I reminded them that all the judges and nearly all the legislature were of their pol-

itics, and they ought not to resort to arms, but to the law. I told them if any were
too poor to prosecute a man for an outrage upon them I would volunteer my services.

Well, wo induced them to disperse, and then, as soon as the danger was over, the
white men dispersed and thcAvomen and children who had fled to Montgomery returned.

Question. What became of the case of the men who were arrested ?

Answer. They could not make the proof, and they were acquitted. Allston left there
for Montgomerv and is now living there.
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By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. When was this 1

Amwe): Last year—1870.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. What Cougressioaal district is that ?

Ansicer. Mr. Norris's district.

Question. How about the afifair iu Coosa County ?

Answer. In Elmore County, formerly Coosa, all the county officers avo republicans.

A few months ago it was reported at Montgomery that a Northern Slethodist iireacher

had been whipped up there. The governor, I believe, sent up and had an old man
charged with it arrested.

Question. What was his name ?

Answer. I cannot call it. It is the only case of the kind in Coosa County that I ever
heard of. This old citizen gave bonds for his appearance, was tried before Judge El-

liott, a republican, at the last term of the circuit court, by a mixed jury, white and
black; subpoenaed by a republican clerk and sheriff, the prosecuting attorney being
also a republican, and he was acquitted of any offense whatever.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Do you know whether the prosecutiug witness was present at the trial ?

Answer. He was on the stand, the man himself. The tacts were about these, as stated

to me by the sheritf : This preacher went there holding negro meetings and eating and
Bleeping with the negroes on this old gentleman's premises. The old man heard that
they were holding meetings. The negroes had come to church with their guns, hold-

ing religious or political meetings—one or l)oth, I do not know which. The old man
hearing what this man was doing reprimanded him for his conduct, and told him to

cease. He said, " If you want to do the negroes any good I shall be happy to enter-

tain you; I own the jilace, but I do not like to have the negroes assembled with arms
to worship God on Sunday. Come to me and I will treat you well." Bat they got
into a quarrel. The old man's witnesses say the preacher jumped up with a carving-

knife from the table, whereupon the man knocked him down with a stick and dis-

armed him.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. What was the preacher's name :

Ansiver. I cannot give it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was it the case of Howe and Dorman ?

Answer. I do not know.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. How about the case in Winston County ?

Answer. My best information about that is that it is the only white county iu the
State that voted for General Grant, and that it is the only county where the white
men have met audpassed resolutions that no negro shall settle in the county.

Question. What majority did it give for General Grant ?

Ansuer. I do not know. It is the heaviest republican county among the hills ; there
are no negroes in it and they don't want any. There is more prejudice against the
negroes in those regions than elsewhere. I heard about a reported embezzlement in

Jeti'erson County. Just before I left the superintendent of education said that a man
by tlie name of Lovell ran away from that county with the school funds, and his secur-

ities, who were republicans, had been down to Montgomery to try to compromise their

liabilities with tiao State. He told me if it was necessary ho would furnish a certifi-

cate to that efi'cct.

Question. Did he report that he had been run away ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that ho had been driven away by the democrats.
Question. What race or party is it in your State which furnishes the greatest number

of criminals relatively ?

Answer. I could not say, Avith any degree of accuracy, what the proportion is, but
taking the town of Slontgomcry, I think the average iu our jail is abont forty blacks

to three or five wl-.ites. Our law firm does almost all the criminal practice there ; there

are three of us iu 1 !ie firm. I am satisfied that in the State of Alabama there have
been two white me:i shot by negroes where there has been one negro shot by a white
man. I give thai as my opinion ; I may be wrong. At least I could safely say that
there are two outra^!j,es by the blacks to one by the whites. Wo cannot raise a turkey,

chicken, or a hog. I'.'auters of Montgomery, who before the war used to raise bacon
at 5 cents a i>ouud, have actually had to kill their shoats, and in some instances, every
sow they lyid, in co:isequence of the stealing by the negroes ; and we now liavo to
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pay 25 cents for bacon. We dare not turn stock out at all. One man, within a mile of
Montgomery, had either three out of five or five out of seven cows killed. /

Question. Are you pretty well acquainted with the radical leaders in your State, black
and white ?

^

Answer. I reckon I have the best knowledge ; it is impossible to know most of them.
Question. What is your information in regard to them ?

Answer. As a general rule they are very bad stock. Lieutenant Governor Applegate,

I believe, was from Ohio. He held a position in the custom-house at Mobile. He is

dead, and it is generally understood that his last request was to be taken home to be
buried. He was taken home. The speaker of the last house of representatives of Ala-

bama, Mr. Harrington, came to Mobile very poor, from the Northwest somewhere. He
was never a soldier that we know of. He is now very rich.

By Mr. V.vx Trump :

Question. How long ago since he went to Mobile 1

Answer. Since the war. Just after the war he was charged with running free negroes

into Cuba. I do not know whether it was true or not. The present sheriff of Mont-
gomery County showed me a reward oftered for him, from what purported to be a
Eorthwestern paper, on a charge of bank robbery.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. What are his initials *

Answet: I cannot call them.

By Mr. Steveksox :

Question. What is the sherili's name '!

Answer. Barber. He requested me to say nothing about it lest Harrington should get
away. He said he was going for him that night; that he had his accomplice in jail

and the accomiilice said Harrington was the -man. The description he showed me was
life-like.

By Ml-. Blair :

Question. Could not be mistaken ?

Ansiuer. No, sir ; a man of marked physique. I did not give this information at the
time to any of my law partners, but they smiled when I told them that Harrington,

would pay more reward to Barber, and we would never hear of it again. And we never
did hear of it till we j)ublished it in the last campaign, to which Harrington, who still

lives there, made no response whatever. I have published a good deal about him and
I am confident that was included in it. Colonel Thomas H. Herndon, a prominent law-
yer of Mobile, said to me that a friend of his, a reliable man, told him that

By Mr. Stevexson :

Question. His name ?

Answer. I cannot call his name now ; he will give it. He says his friend saw Har-
rington, during the last session of the legislature at which he jn-esided, take a crowd
off to drink champagne at a bar-room known as the Eialto, in Montgomery, and when
remonstrated with for liis extravagance he ran his hand in his pocket and pulled out
seventeen f100 bills, with the remark that he could afford it as he had made that much
in one day in engineering a bill through the house.

By Mr. Y.vx Trump :

Question. Did you make that charge in your paper 1

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it is all there. I will send the committee the papers. Mr.
Eugene Beebe, of Montgomery, whose father is a Methodist preacher in the State of
New York, stated to me that he paid Harrington either $300 or $600—I believe it was
|600—to advocate a lottery charter before the house of which he was speaker. He said,

furthermore, that he approached a great many, if not every republican in the house,

and there was but one man that hesitated about a bribe in that same measm'cj and he
was a negro from Mobile, now dead, but that he finally took $50. But he said there

was one old white fellow who, when he took the $50, said :
" I will pay you this back, this

is borrowed money ;" but he never paid it back. That is the nearest approach he found
to honesty in any member of that legislature.

Question. Did the bill pass ?

Answer. Oh. yes ; and they have made a great deal of money under it—grown rich.

Mr. Beebe has lived there over twenty years. WeU, that is the speaker of the house.

A large majority of the entire body are as destitute of moral character and social i)0si-

tion.

By Mr. Bl.ur ;

Question. Were many measures of that description passed?
Ayiswer. Yes, sir. There was one huge swindle which has been published to the world



232 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Ex-Governor Pattou, a Douglas man, "whose disabilities I believe have been removed,
published, just before the last election, that while in Boston some of the parties to the

Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, known as the Stanton road, upbraided him for

allowing their charter to cost the company $200,000.

By Mr. Stevexson :

Question. Reproached him for allowing it while he was governor ?

Answer. No ; I am not sure that Smith was governor. But they made Pattou a
director and vice-president, I believe, but he being an honorable man quit them.

Question. At any rate they claimed that that is what the charter cost them ?

Anstce): Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. Through what legislature ?

Answer. The radical legislature, before the last. George Holmes, banker of the firm

of Holmes & Goldtwaite, says that the night either the charter or the appropriation of

bonds for the Stanton road was pending, the president of the North and South road
from Montgomery to Decatur called on him for $10,000, saying that John Hardy, a
republican senator from Dallas County, formerly Marshall of the United States for Al-

abama, since the war, had agreed to put his bill thi-ough, or to let his road off" with
$25,000. It was a sort of omnibus bill, and the rascal now demanded $10,000 more
that he would have to pay out, and ho loaned him the money. "This fact was also i)ub-

lished by me in the last campaign between Lindsay and Smith. J. P. Stowe, pre-

sent republican senator from Montgomery, says—and this has also been published

—

that from his best information John Hardy carried oft', the night the legislature ad-

journed, $150,000, but that it was not all his; that he had collected some for the men
which had not been paid over.

Question. The judges of all your courts, I believe, were elected at the time the present

constitution was voted down ?

Answer. Yes, sir, very generally; the circuit judges were elected and everyone of

them is a republican. The sui^reme judges are elected by the legislature.

Question. These judges were elected at the time the majority of the peoi)le refrained

from voting?
Answer. Well, I cannot say all of them were ; the supreme judges and chancellors

were chosen since by the legislature.

Question. By the legislature chosen at that election ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Hence they are all republicans?
Ansiver. Yes, sir, all that I know. Where vacancies have occurred in the coimties

they have put in democrats.
Question. In all cases ?

Answer. AVhere they have had the majority. There are very few democratic officers

of any kind in Alabama, exceiJt the lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and treas-

urer.
Question. How are the probate judges and county clerks elected ?

Ansicei'. By the people, when they voted on the constitution.

Question. The probate judge, sheriff, and clerk of the circuit court, in each county,

had the appointment of the election officers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. All these officers were elected in 18l58, at the time the constitution was
rejected?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, all the county officers were elected at that time, I believe.

Question. So that the officers who appointed your judges of election, at the last elec-

tion, were generally republicans ?

Answer. Nearly every one of them.
Question. Who appoints the registrar of the votes ?

Answer. The judge of probate I, believe. The republican party appointed all at the

last election.

Question. So that the machinery of the election was aU in the hands of the republican

jiarty at the last election ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and the machinery of the counties is now; the chancellors, circuit

judges, sheriffs, judges of probate, county commissioners, are nearly all now republi-

can, notwithstanding wo have a democratic majority. Their terms have not expired.

Question. Have the school superintendents power to assess taxes for school i)urposes ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How is the school fund raised?

Ansu-er. There is, I believe, a three per cent, fund, that the schools got before the

war. Then the constitution provides that one-fifth of the entire revenue shall go to

the school fund. But the late superintendents of education have, in many cases, em-
Itezzled it, and some have run off—both sons of the former superintendent of education
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at Montgomery (Dr. Cloud) liave run away. Colonel Hodgson, present superintend-
ent, says there are $50,000 or $GO,000 in the hands of the republican superintendents
that have been embezzled or not accounted for, and he spoke to our firm about suing
for it. A school-teacher in Montgomery came to me and said that a former superin-
tendent in Montgomery had his money, and would not pay it over. Then, Mr. Lovell
has run away with the funds, and his bondsmen have been trying to compromise their
liabilities.

Question. Is there any plan by which the negro yote is controlled by the repub-
licans ?

Ansivei: Well, I think the Loyal Leagues and their counselors resort to all sorts of de-
vices, according to circumstances. For instance, they have commenced the campaign
in Montgomery for the election of sheriff and tax collector in November next. Last
week I was informed that Sheriff Barber and Mr. Coffin—both republicans—went out
to a negro-baptizing about five miles from town, took a bottle of whisky, let the ne-
groes drink first, and then they drank. They go around to all the negro picnics culti-

vating the negro. They have them at their houses, and they have music—so it is re-

ported and not contradicted. The wife of one of them performs on thejiiano for politi-

cal effect, it is said. The prospective candidate dines them at his house, and they re-

sort to secret councils. i

Question. Is there any sentiment in your State among the white people against set-

tlers from other parts of the country f
Answer. No, sir ; we are very much in need of good men from all parts of the world;

we offer every inducement to get them, and when one comes in we take him by the
hand and encourage him—treat him well. I have never heard of one in the county of
Montgomery being interfered with by a neighbor. "We need population and- capital,

and our people are trying to form copartnerships with i)eoi)le at the North who have
capital. Instead of being prejudiced against their coming we are in favor of it.

Question. How' is the ejiithet carpet-bagger, which is so odious, applied, and to whom
do you apply it ?

Ansicer. If a man should come there and invest $100,000, and in the next year should
seek the highest offices, by appealing to the basest prejudices of an ignorant race, we
would call him a iiolitical carpet-bagger. But if he followed his legitimate business,

took his chances with the r"est., behaved himself, and did not stu'up strife, we would call

him a gentleman. General Warner bought land ; I fixed some titles for him, and I as-

sured him that when men came there to take their chances with us for life, we
would take them by the hand. But we found'out his designs. Before his seat in Ohio
had got cold, he was riinuiug the negro machine among us to put himself in office.

Hence we call that carpet-bagging, where a person comes among us and tries to do
something which ho could not do in the North before the war. If I had gone to the
North and set myself up as a candidate for United States Senator, I would have been
ridiculed. I could not have attained that position in twenty years. It is worth the effort

of twenty years to attain. But he came just after, if not before, his senatorial term in

Ohio expired, and, by ringing in with the negroes, attained that i^osition. Our present
governor, Lindsay, is from Scotland, and has been among us about twenty years. He
married Governor Winston's sister. Judge Goldthwaite was born in Boston, and his

wife is a near relative of Mr. Wallach, of this city ; his mother was English, and his

brothers and sisters are Northerners. We long ago made him supreme court judge, and
now we have made him senator.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. How long has Mr» Goldthwaite been there ?

Answer. Thirty-five years, I reckon.
Question. Before the war there was no such term as carpet-bagger ?

Answer. There was no such character before the war. We were States with equal
rights and privileges, regulating our own institutions, and nobody could have carpet-
bagged over us in that way.

Question. You are not a native of Alabama ? .

Answer. I am a native of Georgia.
Question. Does the term carpet-bagger apply to a man coming from Georgia to Ala-

bama?
Answer. Yes, ho Avould be a Georgia carpet-bagger, if he came in the same way. We

set down our own people who act that way as the meanest.
Question. You call them scalawags 'i

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; wo have less confidence in them than in carpet-baggers.
Question. If a man should come from Georgia and act badly, would you call him a

scalawag or caq^et-bagger ?

Anstcer. Scalawag; southern men we carl scalawags. The name originated in a fel-

low being kicked by a sheep so that he died. Ho said he didn't mind being killed, but
ho hated the idea of being kicked to death by the meanest wether in the whole llock

—

the scaly sheep. We mean by scalawag a meaner man than a carpet-bagger.
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Question. The superlative ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. »

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. You know Governor Parsons ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He "was at one time acting witli tlio conservative party ?

Answer. He was an old-line whig up to Buchanan's election, when he joined the demo-
crats, giving as his reason that as the whigs could not elect their candidates they
ought to help defeat the black republican party. I believe he voted for Buchanan. In
the nest race he voted for Douglas. Ho was in the Alabama legislature, and either
introduced or voted for resolutions, the substance of which was this : Invoking the
blessings of Heaven on the head of Jefferson Davis, and praying that God would spare
him to consummate his holy purposes. Both of his sons wore in the confederate army

—

one before he was liable to conscription, if not both. Jabez L. Curry charged Parsons
Avith being a reconstructionist or disloyal to the Government toward the close of the
war. Young Parsons, who is a spirited boy, was so indignant at the charge that he
shot Curry and wounded him. Afterward Dr. Ware, of Montgomery, an old man,
said he believed Parsons was a reconstructionist ; that was the last year of the war.
Mr. PoLAXD, (Chairman.) Is there any necessity of going into this?
Witness. I can close in a minute by saying that when^Mr. Norris was in Congress,

Governor Parsons told Mr. Barnes, of Alabama, that it was necessary for him to go
over to the other side ; that he had heavy claims against the Department, and it was
necessary to go over to the party in power to get them through.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did he give that as a reason for becoming a republican I

Answer. Yes, sir; that is wliat Mr. Barnes told me.
Question. Is it not generally understood to be the fact in Alabama ?

Answer. I have heard it spoken of.

Question. Is there not great prejudice against him, owing to the fact that they believe
he has changed his politics for mercenary purposes?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. What is the position of the democratic party in your State on the subject
of the education of the negroes?

Ansiper. They are most decidedly in favor of it. The superintendent of education,
Colonel Hodgson at this time, is a democrat, and he is laboring with a great deal of
zeal. We have separate schools, but he gives to every child in Alabama alike, making
no distinction. Just as I was leaving he sent me a programme of the State educa-
tional convention, which I here submit to the committee, in which I am announced as
one of the s^ieakers on the occasion.

On motion of Mr. Van Trump, the programme was ordered to bo incorporated in the
testimony as follows

:

" Alahama State educational convention, to be held in Montgomery, Alabama, July 18, 19, and
20. 1871.

" The committee of arrangements have decided upon the following programme of
exercises for the Alabama Staie educational convention, which convenes Tuesdav,
July 18th

:

" PROGRAJVCIE.

" First day—Tuesday, July 18, 1871.

" 10 a. m.—Convention assembles at the hall of the house of representatives, Mont-
gomery. Temporary organization. Committee appointed to report permanent officers

and committees.
" 10.30 a. m.—Address by Eev. B. F. Peters, superintendent of Fayette County. Sub-

ject :
' The public school system of Alabama.' Debate :

' How shall our system of public
instruction be improved?'

"afternoon session.

"3 p. m.—Report of committees and miscellaneous business.
" 4 p. m.—Address by Kev. Dr. E. Wadswortb, of Montgomery :

' Education of morals.'

Debate : 'How are morals best taught in the public schools, and to what extent should
they form a part of imblic iustruction?'.

(
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'•'evexlxg sessiox.

" 8.30 p. m.—Address bj' Hon. John W. A. Sanford, attorney general. Subject : ' In-
iluence of literary studies upon a people.' Debate :

' What should 1)e the relative scope
of classical and scientific studies ?

'

"Secoxi> DW—Wcdiiesdirj, July 19.

'• Convention meets. Address by Hon. Jasmes L. Tait, commissiouer of industrial re-
sources :

' The necessity of technical education in Alabama.' Debate : ' How far should
the State provide for edueation in the applied arts and sciences ?'

" 11 a. m.—Address by Gen. James H. Clantou, of Montgomery : 'The education of
onr colored people.' Debate :

' What is our duty to the colored race in the matter of
^ucation?'

" 12.30 p. m.—Miscellaneous business.

" aftern'oon session.

" 3 p. m.—Reports from committees and business.
" 4 p. m.—Address by Hon. Martin Y. Calvin, of Augusta, Georgia, commissioner of

public schools :
' Geography : when it should be commenced, and how taught.' Dis-

cussion of this and kindred subjects.

"evexixg sessiox.

"8.30 p. m.—Address by General John B. Gordon, of Georgia. Subject: 'Educa-
tion at the South.' Debate : 'How can the southern people be aroused to the necessity
of public instruction ?

'

" Third vxx—Thuradaii, JuJij 20.

"9 a. m.—Eeport of committees and miscellaneous business.
"10 a. m.—Address by Jos. Win. Moses, esq., of Montgomery. Subject: 'The Jew

and education.' Debate :
' Should the public school fund be apportioned the religious

sects ?

'

" 12 m.—Address by Dr. Jerome Cochran, of Mobile, professor of chemistry, medical
college of Alabama, »)icc., &c. Subject: ' The medical school as a branch of our uni-
versity.'

" 1 p. m.—Unfinished business.

"afterxoox session.

" 3 p. m.—Business. Address from Captain N. C. Cross, Selma. Subject :
' The public

schools of Selma, and their success.' Debate : 'How can the school fund be best sup-
plemented ?

'

"evtsxixg session.

"8.30 p. m.—Address from Colonel Ws T. Walthall, Mobile : 'ShaU we foUow or lead.'

Discussion and final remarks as to the labors of the convention.
" The meetings of the convention will be held at the ball of the house of represent-

atives, (capitol.)
" The hospitalities of the citizens of Montgomery will be extended to the members

of the convention. The names of those who propose attending should be sent in ad-
vance to the superintendent of public instruction, so that the committee ujion reception
may provide for their accommodation.

" Free return-tickets over all the railroads will be furnished as usual to all members
by the secretary.

" Xot more than ten minutes are expected to be occupied by each speaker in debate.
"JOSEPH HODGSON,

'• Chairman of Committee of Arrangements.
" J. J. Laxgham, Secretari/."

Question. You saj' you arc announced to speak on the occasion?
An-siver. Yes, sir. I attended the first examination they had and examined the classes

in person. Since then I have received no invitation to examine the classes publicly
myself I made a speech in reply to Senator Wilson, of Massachusetts, when he was
there.
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By Mr. Ya^ Trximp :

Question. Who gives out the invitations for the examinations ?

Answer. The rei)uhlican superintendent invited me at the first examination. Since

then I have had no invitation, though I wanted to do the negroes good ; but they have

kept as shy of me as they can. I have subscribed to build their school-houses, and
other democrats generally do it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. The subscriptions are not limited to yoix ?

Ansiver. Oh, no, sir; subscriptions for churches and school-houses are going around all

the time. I helped build the first Baptist church, and when it was dedicated to be

turned over to the colored people a white minister preached the sermon, and a number
of white ladies went to attend the services. Now that the negro is a voter we would
rather have him educated and intelligent. We do not think he will steal as much.

And if we do not educate him he will go bacli to barbarism. In the interior they have

got snako bones and such things.

By Mr. Ya:s Trump :

Question. These are objects of worship ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. In Lowndes County about two months ago they killed a negro boy

about twenty years old for bewitching somebody that was sick. The tendency is to

go back to barbarism, and but for contact with the white people they would do so in

any country in the world. \
Question. Was the minister who preached at the dedication and installation of Ins

negro successor, a democrat or republican ?

Ansiver. A democrat ; a chaplain of a confederate regiment.

Question. What denomination ?

Aimcer. Baptist.

By Mr. Blaiu .

Question. There has been some testimony before the committee in reference to the

burning of negro school-houses and churches ; do yoii believe there are any respectable

number of white people in Alabama who would countenance such things ?

Answer. There is not a gentleman in the South, or lady, Avho would do it.

Question. Have you ever heard of any .such occurrence ?

Answer. I can call to mind only one. Just after the war two men were charged with

bnrnin"- a negro school-house in Lowndes County. They were put in the ^Montgomery

jail ancf sent for me to defend them. I recollect expressing myself very bitterly against

them if guilty. They told me they were innocent. I was absent at the trial, but they

were'acr^uitte'd. I have never heard of any negro church being burned, or if I have it

has escaped my memory. We have bad white boys who, as in old time, want to quit

school, and v,ould burn the school-houses.

Question. Do you believe public opinion in any county in your State would tolerate

such a thing ?

Answo: There is not a county that would not disgrace a man who would own or

acknowledge it.

Question. Would not the act be punished ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it would be punished. A great many confederate soldiers arc tcach-

inw these schools. An orderly sergeant of mine is teaching ; a school-mate of mine

al°o and a cousin of my step-mother. Thf widow of a soldier who fell as color-bearer

caip'e to mo to know what to do ; she was weakly, and had children to bring up. I ad-

vised her to take a negro school. She consented, and I got a school for her to teach.

I did not consult anybody as to the propriety of it, because I knew it was right. The
next day I met twelve prominent men and stated the fact to them, and eleven of the

twelve said I had done exactly right ; the other was a man of pretty strong prejudices.

A Catholic, who had been teaching a Catholic school in Mobile, came to me for some-

thinf to do. Said I, " Go and teach a negro school." Ho went off, and the next time

I saw him he had a negro school. The teachers are responsible for what prejudices

there has been against negro schools. For instance, there is a negro college that I sub-

scribed money to help inclose, and 1 understand Judge Goldthwaite gave $500 worth

of land for its location. I told the mother of a little yellow boy living on my lot to

send the boy to the school, and if she could not pay I would pay for him myself. I at-

tended the examination. I was told by people that they had all sorts of caricatures to

prejudice the negro against the white man—pictures of the negro as a slave and as a

freeman. A radical delivered an address reciting the wrongs against their race. The

school was under radical regime, the teachers were strangers to us, and it was a politi-

cal nursery to prejudice the race against us. As the negroes number three to one

white person among us it is a very serious question. What prejudice there is has been

created in that way—creating the impression thatwe are their enemies. Every effort is

made to prevent our harmonizing with them. Just after the war there was a large bar-
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bocuo got up of whites and blacks. There were no candidateti then ; tho object was to
harmonize and prevent a war of races. There was a mean Southern white man who
had turned radical. Before that I had had as a military officer to protect the negroes
against this very man. He told the negroes that the whites had got them to go there
to poison them. We had two loujj tables ; the ministers of the gospel were there, and
the whites were going to march in to one table and the negroes the other. But the
negroes did not come, and I had to go back up town among them and make a siieech,

in which I denounced this fellow for getting up this feeling. After awhile we got one
and another to the tables. That was all done in the interest of peace. This worthless
scamp said he was in favor of their rights.

Question. What policy would be best, in your judgment, to be pursued by the Govern-
ment to benefit both races, and renew the good feeling of the Southern iieople toward
the Government ?

Answer. A generous policy. If we felt that we enjoyed aU the rights and immuni-
ties of Massachusetts we would vie with that State in devotion to tbe Government.
But when we are slaves we cannot love the Government. We cannot love a malad-
ministration which measures a man's political rights by his political oi^inions. I

believe this is the only Government that does so. For instance. Judge Rice has been
a secessionist ; I have fought him on it again and again. Now he finds me a democrat
and I find him a radical. Ho is a citizen

; I am not. He did all he could to break up
the Government ; I to save it. It just amounts to this. It is the only country in the
Avorld where a man's rights as a citizen depend upon his political opinions. If I say
I am a republican my shackles fall from my limbs very soon. He said he was a repub-
lican and they fell from his limbs. We cannot be expected to love an administration
that treats us thus ; that puts ignorant negroes over us and tramples under foot virtue,
intelligence, and morality ; that forces on us a constitution and law-makers. Very
few of those who are over us have a military reputation, but they are the oflscouring
of creation—political and military squaws from all parts of the habitable globe,
including the Canadian negroes.

Question. What would, be the effect of such a policy?
Auswa: When General Grant made his Southern trip both parties were speaking

of him for the Presidency. He went as far as Memphis, reported all quiet, and advised
mild measures. That waked a very cordial response in our hearts. And when General
Sherman wrote his letter the other day, men whose houses had been burned by his sol-

diers said, " Let us go for Sherman ; he will carry the Government back to the old track,
and do justice." If a generous policy was pursued these foreign interraeddlers would
leave us, and the two races would get along very well. It is a mistake that the negro
would 1>e oppressed. It is to our interest to keep his confidence. We have no other
labor. If you do not pay him this year for his work, he will not work for you another
year, and he will prejudice every other negro against you. Our interest is mutual.
They need our superior guidance and direction and we need theii- labor. Wo would get
along well if we were let alone. But there ;re a few men who say to him, "Now
you watch these conservatives ; they will put you back into slavery if they can ; they
are only doing you kindnesses to get your votes." That influence renders us power-
less, exasperates the negro, keeps up strife, and perpetuates antagonism, which is

against our wishes and interest. The disabilities are very galling to our people. Not
that our leading men want ofdce ; very few of them do. There was no scramble of our
leading men after the war. We want to build up our waste jilaces, and retrieve our
.lost fortunes. But the people demand the services of our best men, and cannot get
them. It not only makes the men who are under disabilities, but those who are not,
complain and chafe that they cannot send good men to the legislature or Congress.

Question. You lose the ser\'ices of your best men ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; the House is comppsed almost exclusively of young men without
legislative experience. There was not one old leader, not one experienced directing
mind in that body, though there were some very promising men. Hence the interest of
the State sufters. And let me say in this connection that if there should be a foreign war
rt would be a very singular proposition to call upon a man to fight for his country while
you keep him in chains and do not allow him the privileges of his former slaves. It is

not animosity against the Government, but to make a man love his country you must
g"' 76 him the rights of every other citizen of the country. If that was done and there
should be a foreign war, our people would respond with alacrity ; would vie with the
North in patriotism, as they did in the revolutionary war, the war of 1812, and the
Mexican war. But they would not want to go into battle as inferiors. This is a con-
stant source of irritation.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. I will ask you whether or not, as chairman of the democratic central com-
mittee of Alabama, it Avas either required or was the habit of thfe jieople, to send to
you reports of such outrages as were alleged to be committed in different parts of the
State, so as to get at the facts ?
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Answer. Yes, sir ; they did not do so in all cases, but that was the rule. Several
times "we were written to. For instance, in Elmore County there would be some slan-

der published, and they would write to me, saying, " Tell Governor Smith (or Parsons)

to pay no attentionto it."

Question. The habit was to report the facts ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you consider that you are as fully advised in regard to the condition of
the State as any other person in Alabama ?

Answer. Without arrogating anything to myself, I think I know more about it than
any man in Alabama. I have lived there thirty-seven years, and have been a most
active man ; belonged to the old whig party, and belong now to the democratic.

Question. What has been the eifect of the action taken by the Northern Methodist
church ijreachers upon your x^ojiulation, in regard to the chiu'ch or church govern-
ment ?

Answer. Well, sir, I could not go into particulars further than I have. They go there
in a twofold capacity ; they profess to bo emissaries of Christ, and they seem to be
emissaries also of the radical f)arty ; they preach their religion and their politics at

the same time. That is the general belief there. There are not many of them, how-
ever.

Question. Do you know a man by the name of Lakin ; if so, what is his character so

far as you have heard it spoken of?
Answer. He is a man of very bad character. I would not know him if I were to see

him. He was notorious there as a mischief-maker and a stirrer up of strife.

Question. A man of notoriously bad character?
Ausivcr. I would say so. 1 never knew of his stealing anything or killing anybody,

'out I speak of his general reputation as a mischief maker.
Question. What has been the effect upon the negro population of the political excite-

ments—warnings, threats, and promises, made to them ? What has been the effect

upon their labor and their advancement as a people ?

Answer. It has been, to a certain extent, to paralyze their labor. There are great

droves of them in every city and village attending political meetings. It is a wonder
how they live. But they are now losing their confidence in their leaders very much :

gradually their leaders are losing their hold on them.
Question. What do you know about jiromises made to them of land, mules, and other

property, if they voted the republican ticket, and of threats to be put back into slaveiy

if they did not ? How far have they been influenced by such promises and threats ?

Answer. They have been influenced greatly by threats and promises. The general

imx^ression among them unmistakably was that if the democrats get into power they
would be put back into slavery. The more ignorant believed this, but they all be-

lieved that they would be deprived of the right of voting. That accounted for theix

voting in such a solid body.
Question. Were there any promises made to them of land f

Ansicer. Oh, yes.

Question. What was the general character of that promise ?

Answer. Forty acres and a mule. A man went to a big meeting with a lot of paintetl

pegs which he ofiered for sale at a dollar a piece. He said all they had to do was to

stick them down and get them forty acres of land.

Question. United States pegs?
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; Ihey were to pay $4 for four pegs, select their land, walk so many

steps cast, Avest, north, and south, put down the pegs at the four corners, and they got
a title from the United States Government to the forty acres. In one place he sold two
Unnch'ed of these pegs. We heard of this in more instances than one. Major Pierce

I old mo ho witnessed it.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Questson. Did you liear the politics of the man who sold the pegs ?

Answer. No, sir. 1 have heard of tbcir getting halters to take their mules home.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. These ])romi:?es of course proved false; what was the eh'ect upon the negro

of these broken promises?
yinswer. Many of them say they will not trust them any longer, and when they want

r.ssistauco they come to Southern white men. In Alabama there are not to-day 3.000

republican white men of all sorts, in my opinion. General Grant got about 8,000 white
votes, but I do not think Governo ' Smith got that number. Tliere is a great change
going on. The democrats own 999 acres out of every 1,000. They are the only men
that can help the negro much ; they are assisting them, and when the negroes come
for help they seem gre'atly mortified.

Question, is it not a well-known trait of the negro character that when you make
promises and break them, he will not trust you thereafter ?
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Answer. Yes, sir; be learns slowly but surely, and wben be loses confidence in you,
you cannot easily restore it.

Question. Soraetbing was said about tbe fallingoif of tbe vote of tbe negro in Eutaw,
for Major Hays ; do you know of any reasons Avby tbat sbould be otberwise tban by
force, fraud, or intimidation ?

Ansti-er. I can tell you wby it fell off in several cases : Major Hays was known in

Alabama as tbe most cruel master tbat ever lived in tbat country before and during
tbe war ; and it is common reputation tbat be gave orders to tbe negroes for tbeir ser-

vices upon men wbo never paid tbem.
Question. Did not tbis account sufficiently for tbeir refusal to vote?
Answer. Yes, sir ; tbese tbings were known and our party circulated tbem over tbe

district. And anotbor tbing, tbe radical attorney-general, Josbua Mowers, went into

tbe jail and wbipped a negro on suspicion of baving waylayed and wbipped bis wife's
brotber. I publisbed tbat all over tbe State last campaign, and it is known to every-
body. Tbe case came up before tbe court, and it was proved tbat be took a common
bandsaw and wbipped bira, and tben salted bim down. Wben be ran for attorney-
general and was elected, tbat was not generally known among tbe negroes, but in tbe
last election be was beaten, and Hays's majority Avas reduced. Tbe radical marshal of
Montgomery Avas proiessionally a negro buuter—made bis lining by it. Tbe present
radical cbancelor in Montgomery voted for a bill to make every free negro in Ala-
bama, before tbe war, a slave or leave tbe State. Negroes tbat I tried to defend were
put into slavery, and bad to cboose masters. I was opposed to tbe bill ; I do not know
wbetber I voted upon it or not. I told tbis upon bim in a siieech wbicb was publisbed.
Here are tbese cruel men, every one of tbem was in tbe confederate army, and after

tbe war tbey just went in for tbe spoils and good offices. Tbese tbings I publisbed;
the negro cannot read, but as far as 1 could get bis ear I sought to make tbem known.

Question. Tbese are the causes for tbe falling off of the vote ?

Answer. That was one of -the prime causes.

Question. Whatever may be tbe law of Alabama as to tbe right of a man to challenge
a voter, Avhat is tbe practical effect of it ? Does anybody dare to challenge a man ?

Ansivei: I never have seen one challenged. It is |500 fine and imprisonment, I think,

for interfering in the elections, and we have negro juries, radical sheriffs and clerks.

I addressed one jury of eleven ignorant negroes and one white man. If tbat party
could get any hold upon a man for violation of the election law, they would certainly
convict bim.

Question. The practical operation of the law is, as I understand it, tbat a man
dare not open bis mouth, and the vote goes unchallenged ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it does go unchallenged. •

Question. Have you any security at all in your elections from a man voting just as
often as be pleases ?

Answer. No, sir; it is even held by tbe best lawyers of our State tbat if you catch a
man voting four times or more you cannot convict bim. In Mobile they stuck fisli-

books in the coat of every negro that voted, and when be came to another poll witu
the lisb-book in his clothes there was a fellow to recognize bim and tlireaten to nab
him. The negro would see that be was known and expect some punishment. But,
after an examination of tbe law, it is the opinion of the best lawyers tbat it Avas framed
purposely so that you cannot convict.

By Mr. ViVN Trump:
Question. You Avere in Montgomery at the time legal proceeding was instituted on

behalf of Governor Lindsay to recover the books and jtapei's of the office ?

Answer. I was; was an adviser of Governor Lindsay and AA'as jireseut at the trial.

Question. Tbe trial occupied several days f

Ansiver. One day and part of another.
Question. What "was the demonstration at tbe court; was there a great cz'owd there?
Answer. Yes, sir ; but as orderly and quiet as you ever saw. I'he crowd Avas not

brought there for violent purposes, for every good man counseled moderation. There
Avas no preparation for A'iolence.

Question. It was a matter of great interest ?

Answer. It was; and it was a matter of surprise that they should claim the office.

Question. Were you a close observer of tbe proceedings ?

Ansiver. I was.
Question. Did you observe a large number of people armed ?

Ansivcr. No, sir; on tbe contrary, I saw but one pistol during the entire proceeding,
and that, in my opinion, -was to assassinate me in the back. Brainerd, the radical cir-

cuit clerk, who jiaid me C'i-lOO to deiijnd him for killing his brother-in-law, took a seat

fjust opposite me as I sat on the steps, Avhile the lieutenant goA"ernor was counting the
Wote on tbe speakei-'s stand. I noticed tbat as I changed about he changed. I went
down into the secretary of State's office ; there a gentleman came to me and said, " You
watch Brainerdf be is following you about all the time.'' I started to go back; as I
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did so I met him agaiu. He had a cloak around him. From the way he held hia baud
and arm I thought he had a pistol. I .jumped and jerked his coat open, and there under
his arm was a revolver, in fact, outside of his coat.

Question. If there was an unusual crowd of strangers on that occasion, what was the

cause of that influx ; was there any public meeting ?

Answer. That was an exciting time, but there was no demonstration, whatever and
no disrespect shown to Governor Smith.

Question. Nobody armed?
Answer. Nobody ; if there were, I should have seen them. I do not recollect seeing

but this one, who denied it when I took the jiistol from him. I told him if I caught
him following me again I would shoot him.

Question. What would be the best means of arriving at the facts in this wide-spread
examination; for this committee to go South and make the investigation in the several
localities, or to hold their sittings licre ?

Ansiver. It would be much better to go South, because there you could take np charge
after charge in the different localities.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You say your taxes Were increased for school purposes ?

Ansice): Yes, sir ; in i^art for schools, but not for schools alone. We had a school
fund before, but it was increased so as to make it one-fifth of the entire revenue. That
would treble our taxes.

Question. There is a considerable appropriation for raih'oads ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; they did not do anything for railroads out of this fund. The rail-

road companies pay interest on the bonds, except $250,000 paid by Governor Lindsay,
and I think he issued new^bonds to pay that.

Question. Your State has paid nothing, then, for railroads up to this time ?

Ansiver. I do not think she has paid anything out of the taxes ; she has in bonds.
Superintendent Hodgson told me the school-fund was $150,000 beliind, and he was
afraid he would have to suspend his schools if he could not arrange to raise the money.

Question. The tax-bill proper is much less in amount than it was before ?

Ansiver. It was one-quarter of one per cent., now it is three-quarters.

Question. What was the tax before the war ?

Ansiver. I do not think it was one-quarter of one per cent.

Question. Do you know the aggregate amount raised now ?

Answer. I do not.

Question. You had a provisional governor after the war?
Answer. We had Provisional Governor Parsons ; then we elected Governor Patton

and a white legislature. That legislature made the tax one-quarter of one per cent.

The next legislature increased it to three-quarters. Our county tax in Montgomery
has been nearly quadrupled in three or four years.

Question. Your supremo court is a court of appeal, is it not?
Answer. Yes, sir; it sometimes exercises jurisdiction in habeas corjyus cases.

Question. What is the character of it for capacity ?

Ansiver. It is fair. Chief Justice Peck stood high as a lawyer; the other two are

men of good personal habits.

Question. Is the Union league in existence now in Alabama?
Ansiver. We think it is ; I do not know. I heard the sheriff of our county ask a

negro, who was being tried for stealing, if he had given the jury the sign, and he told

him he had.
Question. You mean league sign ?

Ansiver. I supi)ose so.

Question. Is there any counter organization ox)posed to this league ?

Answer. None under heaven that I know of. I have heard of disguised men, but I

have no evidence that anything like a league exists. To the best of my information, I

swear that I do not believe there has ever been an organization in the State, further

than perhaps in a county, with direct reference to some particular case, that would act

in disguise. But I do not think they had any connection with bodies of men in other

sections of the State. I have received two or three letters from strangers who Avauted

to know if there were any Ku-Klux Klans in the State.

Question. You think there never was any ?

Ansiver. I have no doubt men in some counties have banded together for unlawful
purposes ; but that they were organized in different counties, with signs, pass-words,

&G., I do not bebeve it.

Question. You have heard of negroes being whipped by men in disguise?

Answer. Yes, sir : I have heard of .i few cases.

Question. Of course, you think such proceeding is wrong ?

Answer. Certainly; I condemn it. In the longest speech I ever made in the court-

house in my life, I took over two hours against some white men who were charged witJi

whipping ii'nother white man; and the men were blacked or in disguise. Moreover,
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they Avere democrats, and the man who was whipped was a republican, though poli-

tics had Dothiug to do with it.

Question. You have uever heard the fact of the legislature takiug bribes, &c., given
as an excuse for the whipping of negroes by disguised men ?

Answer. No, sir ; uever.
Question. The fact of the legislature being corrupt, and composed of carpet-baggers

and scalawags, was never given as an excuse for these outrages ?

Answer. Oh, no, sir; the men who do these things would not let it be known. I do
not kuow who they are ; I have uever kuown one who was concerned in it, so help me
God ; but I infer they are irresponsible, reckless characters.

Question. Never heard of a case coming before the courts ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I defended five myself three weeks ago charged with whipping a
colored man; but they proved by colored and white men that they were not there.

Question. Whipped by men in disguise?
Answer. Yes, sir ; in Macon County. The United States commissioner discharged

them without bonds. The negroes who testified to an alibi have been since run off by
their own color.

Question. Would you not think the frequent recurrence of Ku-Klux outrages upon
colored men would be a very serious injury to the southern people in the present state
of affairs ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the men who perpetrate them are the worst enemies of our people
on God's earth, and every decent man there says so. These outrages are not very fre-
quent, but whenever Ihey occur we know they'will be magnified and furnish material
for our enemies to keep up this warfare upon us; and we would punish them to the
extent of the law without any aid from the United States if we could get hold of them.
But these things are not common, and they occur just as often to one party as the
other.

Question. It would be greatly to the advantage of the two parties and to the good
men of the State to have them put down ?

Answer. Well, we are putting them down as fiir and as fast as we can—both parties.
It is some private prejudice; it is not often political, though sometimes it is. Our
governor says (and we have so advised him) he will put them down and go to any
length, if necessary, in doing so. When the word of the outrage in Coosa (or Elmore

)

Coimty came, Governor Lindsay dispatched one of his secretaries to see about it and
make a report.

Question. Your people well understand that the frequent recurrence of such things
endangers their relations with the Federal Government, and keeps back friendly legiV
lation ?

Answer. Yes, sir, understand it perfectly and act upon it. Every press in the State
almost takes that ground. The Advertiser, the organ of our party at Montgomery,
takes that ground. I i-ead the northern papers. There are not as many outrages or
mobs among us as there are in the Northwestern States. That is my opinion. They
have women mobs and men mobs at the Nortli ; they take men from jail. I see just
as many outrages in Massachusetts as in other States.

Question. The reconstruction policy of Congress you understand to embrace not only
colored suffrage and equality before the law, such as giving testimony, sitting on
juries, &c., but also the disfranchisement of some white men ; was there opposition
to the feature of it giving colored suftrage among your people?

Ansicer. The question has uever come up in Alabama in that shape—whether there
should be colored suffrage—since just after the war. Here is the way we look at that
question : with us the question is, Shall Congress prescribe universal sufiVage, or shall
Alabama do it ? My own opinion is, if that question had been left to Alabama, she
would have pursued a very liberal policy toward the negro—given him every right he
had the intelligence to exercise.

Question. The white people of Alabama would not have accepted voluntarily the
reconstruction policy of Congress as a whole ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. They would have voted it down ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. There was no way, then, for the Government to put it upon the people of'

Alabama under the form of a popular election without permitting the negro to vote ?

Ansiver. That is to say, so far as universal suffrage is concerned. Congress could not
have done it in any other way. It had either to force it upon us or leave it to us ; it

chose the former. It had the power to put upon us anything it pleased.
Question. I said, under the form of a popular election— could not have done it in any

other way ?

Anstver. Congress could not have done it in any other way ; Alabama could. I do not
think she would have done it, however.

Question. Is there still a feeling against the manner in which reconstruction was put
upon Alabama ?

16
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Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Is the feelmg general?
Answer. Yes, sir ; and tlie manner in which it was done will always be regarded as

odions. But the people quietly submit to it, and protect the negro in every right con-

ferred upon him by Congress.

Question. Has the general conduct of the negroes of Alabama been good or bad since

reconstruction ?

Answer. Except where influenced by bad white men and a few bad negroes, it has
been good.

Question. lias it been good to an extraordinary extent ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; where removed from this baneful political influence tending to

array them against the white race, so far as being quiet and peaceable, it has been very
good.

Question. Have these influences been exerted more or less in all parts of the State ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the whole State has been thoroughly canvassed again and again by
radical speakers ; but the negroes have behaved best where they were furthest re-

moved from these influences. ^
Question. You said the ijroportion of the criminals was about forty negroes to five

white men ?

Answer. In our jail it is in about that proportion.

Question. You have reference, then, simply to Montgomery County ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Not to the rest of the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I will add that I think that would be a pretty fair average in the

State at large.

Question. What is the character of the bulk of the offenses charged against the

negroes ?

Answer. Tlie most of them are petty offenses.

Question. Of what character ?

Answer. If you may call it a petty off'ense, adultery is very common. Petty larceny is

frequent ; next comes mule-stealing—not so many ; then rape.

Question. Committed on white women ?

Answer. I defended a negro iu Tuskegee for rape.

Question. Before reconstruction ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

QuoaVion. Any since?
Answer. A negro was tried for rape on a young girl in Montgomery recently. They

also attempted a rape on a respectable white married woman. Then comes murder.
They kill one another frequently. There have been, in my opinion, more white men
killed by negroes than negroes by whites—more shot.

Question. Have you ever kyowu a case where a company of disguised negroes went at
night to a white man's house, took him from his bed, stripped and scourged him ?

Answer. I have heard of cases, and I know of one case iu Macon County in which they
went and shot a man ; ht^ jumped out of the window and got away.

Question. Were; t Ley disguised ?

Answer. I do not know ; it was dark. They were i>ut in jail, but afterward escaped.

Question. My question is whether you know of negroes doing tliese things in disguise.

AnsrvcT. I do not lecollect. The "deputy sherifl" of Macon County was taken by
negroes, beaten, and left for dead.

Question. Were tliey disguised ?

Anstver. Not tliat I know of. I have been informed that the only Ku-Klux killed in

disguise in tlie State of Mabama proved to be a radical. I know a negro was arrested

as a Ku-Klux, and brought by the military authorities to Montgomery about six or

eight months ago. And in Tallapoosa a negro was charged with assaulting a white
man, and dei)riving him of his rights under the fifteenth amendment. There is not a
respectable white woman in the Negro Belt of Alabama who will trust herself hardly
outside of her house without some protector.

Question. Did you ever have a case reported to you, as chairman of the executive com-
mittee, of a colored man being taken from his house at night by a disguised party and
whipped ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the case I referred to, of five white men charged with taking a
negro fnmi his house and whipiung him. But it was very plain they had nothing to

do with it.

Question. Have you had any case reported to you, as chairman of the executive com-
mittee?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have had several letters from Elmore County, explaining the

case, to which I referred, about the Methodist preacher ; also from Coosa County, in

reference to the same affair : then in regard to those five men, it was reported to me in

person. I may have had, iu the course of four or five years, several other cases ; ior

instance, iu reference to the affair in Eutaw.
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Question. You do not recollect any case in which men in disguise have gone to the
nouses of colored men, and stripped and whipped them ?

Answer. I cannot recollect any cases of that kind. There may have been some
letters.

Question. You say the negroes believe that if the democrats got into power, they would
take away their right to vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they all believe they would be deprived of suJGfrage ; and the more
ignorant, that they would be put back into slavery.

Question. Do you believe the white iieople would be in favor of depriving them of the
right of suffrage?
Answer. I thiuk if they had the power, as far as they would go would be to qualify

the right in some way. The exercise of the right of negro suffrage, I think, will always
exist in Alabama to some extent.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Would the qualification be extended to both races ?

Answei: Well, our constitution, as it stands, is imperative ; we had to take an oath,
before we could vote under the constitutiou forced upon us by Congress, that we would
never discriminate in future in regard to race, color, or previous condition. We could
not discriminate uuder these circumstances.

Question. You are supposing if you had your own way about it ?

Answer. " Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." If negro suffrage works well
in the South, it increases our representation, and we are all going democratic next
time. Hence, it is a question for us to consider whether we shall have our represen-
tation decreased or not.

Question. Suppose you should make a property or intelligence qualification, I wish to
know if you would extend it to both races.

Answer. Under the present constitutiou it would have to be so extended ; but J do
not kuow what the people would do about it.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. What do you mean by saying the Government should act generously 1

Answer. Why, keej) the Federal hands off the throat of Alabama, as she does oft'

Massachusetts. We sprang from as good stock as any other State. We can boast of
a revolutionary ancestry as good as that of any other State. We gave this country
most of its territory. We gave it Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe ; we do
not feel ourselves inferior to anybody, and we do not love anybody who claims that we
are.

Question. In what particular has the Federal hand been put upon you since the re-
construction acts ?

Answer. We can complain of what the colonies did : that you have imposed foreigners
and laws upon us, and taken our people away from the civil courts to the Dry
Tortugas.

Question. Not since reconstruction ?

Ansiver. You substitute the military ofScer, now, for the justice of the peace and the
constable

;
you send the military to arrest meu

;
you do not allow the governor nor the

ci^dl officer to call for a posse. We would all respond, as I have again and again in-
formed the radical sheriff, with a posse to execute any law ; but in the contest for
governor, you put the military at the capital.

Question. You do not mean to say the Government now substitutes military force ?

Answer. Yes, sir; whenever it suits its jmrpose it does.

Question. The granting of general amnesty, you think, would be one act of generosity?
Ansiver. Yes, sir. A proclamatiou to the people of Alabama of a kind, salutary char-

acter, appealing to them to observe law and order, would not affect the conduct of the
better portion of the community, for they are all right, anyhow ; but it would have a
most happy effect—just as if it was issued to Massachusetts ; it would be worth a
thousand force bills.

Question. Is there any condition of things in Alabama calling for such a iiroclamation
now?

Answer. None at all, and nothing calling for additional legislation now. The evils
complained of in Alabama are such as every other State, as far as there is just such
crime in any other State, might complain of.

Question. Can you indicate any other act that the Government ought to do ?

Answer. All we ask is for the Government to trust us and let us alone. We are a
State ; we carry the mails and do everything else which pertains to the province of
the Genera] Govermuent; but in regard to our local State affairs, we ask to be let

alone.

Question. How about the payment of losses during the war?
Answer. We do not expect a cent ; never have asked for a cent ; I have never done

it, and I do not know anybody else who does ask for it, unless it is somebody who pre-
tends to have been loyal during the war—widows and orphans.
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Question. You think, then, on a'general view of the whole condition of Alabama, that,

so far as the enforcement of law and order is concerned, it is on the average as good as

that of any other State °?

Answer. Yes, sir ; as good as any other State.

Question. And as good as before the war ?

Answei: Yes, sir
;
ju.st as good. Judge Busteed has held two or three Federal courts,

and has had grand juries of loyal men. At the last term they found but one true bill

;

that was against a boy about eighteen years old for counterfeiting—altering a one dollar

bill. If another bill of indictment Was found, I have not heard of it. And the term
before the last he discharged the grand jury both iu Huntsville and Montgomery, I be-

lieve, as they had nothing to do.

Quefition. Do you give your judgment from your acquaintance among the people or

from the state of the docket ?

Ansiver. Both.
Question. You think crimes are ferreted out and pursued as promptly as before the

war?
Answer. Entirely so ; there is no disposition to screen a man unless he is a favorite

of one of the radical judges ; then they will throw out a bill. I have denounced them,
and called upon the court to discharge the grand jury. If you had seen them you
would take them for jail birds—the most vicious,characters. One of them was himself
indicted at that very term of the court for peijury.

Question. At that same term ?

Answer. I had that grand jury discharged, and I think he was indicted for perjury.

He had a sou in jail for horse-stealing at that very term.

Question. You were a general in the confederate service?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. In what part of Alabama did you have command?
Ansuei'. I fought cavalry under General Bragg at Shiloh and Pensacola; commanded

a brigade of cavalry at Boonville; afterward commanded the eastern department of
the Gulf, South Alabama and Florida; afterward North Alabama ; fought Eousseau

;

was with Johnston at Dalton and Marietta ; I crossed that gentleman's [General Blair's]

track several times with cavalry.

Answer. Whatever feeling exists in Alabama grows out of the reconstruction policy ?

Answer Not that alone, but the maladministraticm of the State government in the
hands of radicals. If we had had the soldiers who fought us to deal with, we would never
have had this trouble. If the two armies could have intermixed when Lee surrendered,

and the Government of the United States had accepted the treaties, there would have
been perpetual peace.

Question. You think the Government of the United States showed bad faith in not
standing up to the capitulation ?

Answer. Yes, sir; private men offered us generous terms, but they did not control the
Government, unfortunately for us. So tar as our State governments is concerned, we
arc in the hands of camp-followers, horse-holders, cooks, bottle-washers, and thieves.

There are some exceptions.

Question. You don't except Warner and Spencer?
Answer. I make some exceptions. I presume they played their part very well, but

they were not great soldiers. We have passed out from the hands of the brave sol-

diers who overcame us, and are turned over to the tender mercies of sciuaws for torture,

as is sometimes done by savages. We have l)een tortured and robbed l>y men from dif-

ferent parts of the world, and treated iu a way that brave soldiers of the North would
not have been expected to treat us.

Queslion. Did you not commit a very great political mistake in declining to vote
upon the convention question ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think now we would better have elected ofiScers. That was my
policy at the time, and I had a telegram from the executive committee here to vote,

and send some good men to Congress. But badly as we had been treated by Congress,

wo did not believe that, after we had rejected the constitution according to the terms
of the law. Congress would force it upon us any way.

Question. Congress had not done the same thing to any other State ?

Ayisiva: No, sir. Alabama was made an exception, with the sanction of Thaddens
Stevens. I do not believe there is a Northern State that would have submitted as

quietly as we have to these usurpations and tyranny.

Question. You think it is rather remarkable that the people of Alabama should bo as

quiet as they are?
Answer. Yes, sir ; it is wonderful. It required a higher degree of courage and hero-

ism than to fight the battles of the confederacy. I know it has been so to my feelings.

Question. That is the general feeling among the white people f

A7iswer. Yes, sir. I see negro jwlico—great black fellows—leading white girls around
the streets of Montgomery, and locking them up in jail.

Question. They don't lock up respectable white girls ?
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Anstver. They lock up any that fall into their hands. I have never known them to

lock up any of high character. A negro policeman brought one to my office—a sewing
girl—begging me to pay the fine for her for throwing some slops in the street.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. You say at the close of the war all the people expected, as the basis of set-

tlement the abolition of slavery and the surrender of the right of secession ?

Aiis^ver. Yes, sir.

Question. x\nd that they were to have restored to them all other rights the same as if

they had not fought against the Government ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; such was Lincoln's proclamation ; and Congress had often gone
further, and said it would guarantee slavery if the States would come back to the
Union.

Question. But you did not accept those terms.
Anstver. No, sir.

Question. And so the armies had to settle it ?

Answer. No, sir; I did not say so; but how much better it would have been if Con-
gress had executed the behests of the two armies.

Question. How do you know it would have been better ?

Answer. I give it as my best judgment. The majority of the men who fought us
were kindly disposed toward us after the war.

Question. You think it was safe to trust the Government in the hands of a set of men
who had been fighting it for four years I

Answei: Certainly; when they were done fighting, what harm would they have
done f .

*

Question. You would give all the political power into their hands ?

Answer. Where does it belong, except to the States?
Question. I will not have an argument with you. You would not trust Governor

Parsons as a democrat now ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Suppose you had beaten him in the political field ; would that be any cause
for having confidence in him ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. The rebels surrendered only when they were defeated; is that any reason
why we should trust them ?

Ansioer. Certainly, every reason in the world. You can trust a man who is in your
power ; he cannot harm you. But we never have deceived you ; we fought you boldly,

and when we surrendered we meant what we said. We are too brave to be treach-

erous.

Question. You say you were once a whig ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever turn democrat ?

Answer. Not till since the war.
Question. You were once a Union man ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And then turned rebel ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And fought the Union ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; when the Government undertook to coerce the Southern States.

Question. Don't you think it rather hard to denounce Governor Parsons for changing
his party ?

Answer. He says he changed his to make money ; I did not.

Question. Do you know he said that ?

Answer. I have given you as responsible a witness as I know.
Question. Do you know it yourself?
Anstver. No, sir.

Question. Without any evidence of it yourself, don't you think you are treating him
with a great deal of uncharitableness in denouncing him for want of principle ?

Answer. I never said he wanted principle; I said that William H. Barnes told me
that Governor Parsons told him it was necessary to get his claims through.

Question. Is he personally a man of inte{*rity ?

Answer. I have always found him so.

Question. Do you believe he is sincere now in his support of the republican party ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not.

Question. That he does it from purely mercenary motives?
Ansiver. I do ; I did not want this question put to me.
Question. You said that about the close of the war you advc^ated the principle that

the negro should be on an equality with the white man before the law ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What do you mean by that ?



246 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEEN STATES.

Answer. That the same laws and same rules of evidence should govern him, and that

he should have every right under the law as the white man.
Question. What law do you refer to ?

Answer. The laws of the land ; that the law should be so changed as to give every

man in the South the same right in courts of justice.

Q,iicsi>o». The same protection ?

Anstver. The same protection.

Question. Then you were in favor of every right except that of suffrage?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; except that I was not in favor of giving them the right to marry
among the whites.

Question. Give them the right to serve on juries ?

Anstver. Where they have the intelligence.

Question. You had a barbecue that you alluded to, to which the negroes were invited;

when was that ?

Answer. I think it was in 1867.

Q^uestion. Did you make a speech at that barbecue ?

Answer. I did • but not till I went out and told the negroes it was a false report that

they were to be poisoned.
Question. Did the white men and negroes both eat at the barbecue ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but not at the same table.

Question. You spoke about Senator Warner running the negro nfachine and electioneer-

ing with the negroes ; was that barbecue for electioneering purposes ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I heard politics mentioned at all. A few fellows like

Clarlc, who had killed three men and had tried to shoot another in the dark, had got

up a Cad state of feeling, and the moral portion of the community wanted reconciliaticm,

80 they got up this barbecue. My best recollection is, there was no campaign and no
political speaking.

Question. In talking about the attachment of the people of Alabama to the Goveru-
ment, you say the best evidence of it was the fact that they adopted a confederate gov-

ernment almost precisely like that of the United States ; is that the best evidence ?

Ansu-er. 1 did not say that was an evidence of their attachment to the Government
of the United States, but to a republican form of government. They were very much
dissatisfied with the United States Government.

Question Do you know of any republican that is proposing a monarchical form of gov-

ernment at this time ?

Answer. So far as the South is concerned, this is like the Roman republic ; it has sur-

vived constitutional liberty in the South.
Question. How do you propose to get along with that ; do you propose to resist it ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You say it was like the government over the colonies; do you propose to

use the same means the colonies used to redress your wrongs ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What do you propose ?

Answer. Heroic endurance is all that is left.

Question. That is all you propose to do ?

Atmcer. Except to change it according to the forms of law ; to aid the national

democracy in doing it.

Question. You say there is no freedom of speech iu Alabama for colored democrats ?

Answer. Not much.
Question. How many colored democrats are there ?

Answer. Not a great many, but there would be many more if thej' were not intim-

idated.
Question. How do you know ?

'

Ansiver. I have seen them ; they have talked to me.
Question. How many have talked to you on the subject ?

Ansicer. I suppose, in the last five years, from one hundred and fifty to three hundred.
Question. How many colored speakers are there iu your State?
Answer. Very few.
Question. Is tliere one who lives in your State, or ever did live there ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir; Ave have had several make democratic speeches.

Question. Is there one there now?
Ansu-er. There are several; they are not in the habit of going around speaking.

Quistion. Where does this man Williams live?

Answer. lie is from Tennessee. I met him iu New York during the democratic con-

vention.
Question. How many democratic votes do you think you can get among the negroes

as long as there is opposition to the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments in the dem-
ocratic party ?

Answer. With opposition to negro suffrage you could not get many.
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Question. Have you made the "new departure" in Alabama, and gone for the four-
teenth and fifteenth amendments ?

Ansirer. We are submitting to those amendments, but have never approved of the
manner they were put upon us. We do not propose to resist them.

Question. Not by force of arms ? _
Ansiier. 'So, sir ; according to the forms of law—the ballot-box.
Question. You propose to change them ?

Answer. No, sir : we have not got the power.
Question. It is not now a question of power ; but what do you propose to do when

you get the power ?

A7isivei'. We do not propose to do it, for Alabama wonld not have the power to do it.

If the national democracy should be successful, we propose abiding by what it does.
We are a small fragment of the national democracy, and would have very little power.

Question. You say you were present at an election where a negro captain inspected the
tickets ; how was that ?

Aiiswer. He fixed himself in a position where everybody bad tojiass; a negro could
not slip through without handing him his ticket, and he would inspect it, and if it was
a democratic ticket he would take it and give him another.

Question. Did he make the negroes give him their tickets, or did they give them
willingly ?

Answer. He did not ask them—just reached out and took them without ceremony.
Question. Did a single negro refuse to give him his ticket ?

Aii-ncer. No, sir ; he was a town negro, and they were laborers who did not know but
he was governor.

Question. Did you see him take one democratic ticket in his hands ?

Answer. I saw him change tickets.

Question. Do you know whether he changed a democratic for a republican ticket ?

Ansuer. I could not se^ that, but they were changed, and that was my inference. I
saw twenty or thirty do that.

Question. Did you see the tickets taken by force ?

Answer. No, sir : the negroes did not resist at all. The negro was led up like a child
and thought he had to do whatever was to be done. In most cases they were republi-
can tickets, very few chauges ; it was a very rare case for a negro to vote t^ie demo-
cratic ticket.

Question. Are you prepared to say there was any considerable number of negroes that
wanted to vote the democi'atic ticket, but were intimidated ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I cannot know it positively, but I believe that quite a number were
intimidated in that way. There are some very sensible negroes, very favorable to the
white people and on very good terms with them, who have beeu advised by their old
masters and friends that these adventurers were misrepresenting them, voting against
their interest, and increasing the taxes ; and I believe there would have beeu more col-
ored democratic votes if they had been let alone by these adventurers.

Question. In Winston County something was said about resolutions being passed to
allow no negro to live in the county ; were you there at the time the resolutions were
passed ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. Do you know anything about the fact ?

Answer. Nothing of my own knowledge.
Question. You say pigs, cows, chickens, &c., are stolen, and that bacon has risen from

5 to 25 cents a pound ?

Answa: It has been as high as 25 ; it is now from 20 to 22. Last year I paid as high
as 28. The county of ilontgomery supplied itself pretty well -before and during the
war.

Question. You say that you published something about ilr. Harrington in the news-
papers and he made no response; therefore, you say, he must be guilty of what you
accused him ?

Answer. I did not say that therefore he was guilty. It is possible a man may be
innocent in such a case ; but the inference, I should say, is, that it is a strong prima
facie case of guilt.

Question. You take the positiou that a man is bound to answer what any one pub-
lishes about liim ?

Answer 1 think, occupying the position of speaker of the house of representatives,
and this charge having been published by me, he ought to have rejjlied to it. I cer-
tainly should.

Question. When was that bank robbery of which you charged him ?

Ansxver. I know nothing in relation to it.

Question. When did it purport to be ?

Answer. Some years ago. Sheriff Barber showed me what pur^iorted to be a copy of
an advertisement fi'om a Northwestern joaper, and said, "That answers to the description
of Harrington ; don't say anything about it."
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Question. That is what you published ?

Ansiver. I think I did.

Question. Did you publish the fact that you had had a conversation with the sherift",

or did y on char<;e him directly with the robbery of the bank?
Answer. Oh, no ; it was a political article, and my best recollection is, I published all

I have said about him here.

Question. Did you puj his name in ?

Anstvei: I did ; and many others like him.
Question. Was his name in the advertisement ?

Ansiver. I will not be positive, but it seems to me it was a diiferent name. It pur-
l)orted to be a description.

Question. It did not call for the name of Harrington in it ?

Answer. I do not tliiuk it did, but the sheriff said he had the other fellow in jail, and
the other fellow said it was Harrington ; and \i was very like him.

Question. So you ventured to put that in print ?

Answer. I did.

Question. Didn't you consider that a very unfair way of dealing with a man's char-
acter ?

Answer. If he had liad a very good character I would have had much doubt about it,

but knowing him to be such a villain I had no hesitation.

Question. You said that one Cloud embezzled some thousands of dollars ?

Answer. 1 said that Cloud was a superintendent, and that General Hodgson said that
the superintendents in the different counties had embezzled from $4(1.000 to $60,000. I

said, furthermore, that the Clouds, sons of the radical superintendent, had fled the
State. That fact I have seen in the radical paper at Montgomery. I have stated

that one of the Clouds embezzled money.
Question, How do you know that?
Answer. The superintendent of education and officials about'the capital informed me

of it.

Question. How mncli did the superintendent say •Cloud had embezzled?
A7iswer. I thiidv it was about §1.500. I don't know how much more.
Question. How about the $60,000 ?

Answeit. Superintendent Hodgson said he wanted us to collect of these different super-
intendents from $40,000 to $60.b00 that they had embezzled or not accounted for.

Question. Did he give you the names of the men who embezzled the money!
Answer. No, sir: not one.

(luesthon. Hov>' did he expect j'ou to bring suit ?

Answer. He went, afterward, I supfjose, to my partners. I think he has made a
statement to them. It was about a month or two ago.

Question. Were these unsettled balances of these oliScers, or was there positive evi-

dence of embezzlement ?

Answer. It was money, I understood, that they bad drawn to pay the teachers with
;

the superintendents had not appropriated it in that way, but had kept it. I know cue
colored teacher in Montgomery come to me to sue the superintendent for money he
owed him.

Question. Is it not possible that these were merely unsettled accounts with the Gov-
ernment?

Answer. I cannot say what the evidence would disclose, but the time is past due for

their settlements. For instance, the superintendent of Montgojnerj- has gone out of

office.

Question. Can you bring an action for embezzlement ?

Answer. No, sir ; that is an indictable offense.

Question. Do you ])ropose to indict?

Answer. Yon can sue them on their securities and indict them at the same time.

Question. Do you propose to indict?

Answer. If the suiierintendent reqirests it. He said sue for the money.
Question. Then that is all you have been employed to do ?

Answer. That is all he spoke to me about.

By Mr. SxFATiNSOX

:

Question. This State superintendent is a democrat elected last fjill?

Ansiver. Y''es, sir. Eight of the regents are republicans and four democrats.
Question. He is t\u' man who came to you ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I got some of this information—that about Superintendent
Cloud—from the editoi-'s office of the republican paper.

By the CiiAiiniAN, (Mr. Polaxd :)

Question. Each of the county superintendents has to give bonds, with sureties, for

the proper approprkition of all the public money he receives?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my understanding of the law.
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Question. And you suppose they did ?

Anstver. I suppose they did.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Is the democratic party in favor of educating the negro the same as the
"white man ?

Answer. They are.

Question. The same length of time during the year ?

Ansiver. I have not heai'd them express themselves on that point.
Question. How long do you educate the children in the free schools ?

Ansiver. The free schools are a new thing. They go from six to nine months in the
year, I think.

Question. Is that a general system pervading the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is a superintendent iu every county.
Question. Can you give an idea of the number of scholars ?

Answer. I cannot.
Question. You take some interest in the system ?

Answei: I do ; a great interest.

Question. You said something about replying to Senator Wilson ; what was that ?

Ansiver: He passed through Montgomery and made a speech to a large assembly of
negroes ; he was bitter toward southern whites, and challenged anybody to rejdy. I
replied ; my speech was published not only iu the South, but in the North, and that
part of it was a^iproved by the Boston papers iu which I took the position iu favor of
educating the ntgroes. I stated that I had received my education from their labor and
would aid to educate them.

Question. You say there is not a gentleman iu the State that would counsel the bufn-
ing of school-houses ?

Anstver. 1 do.

Question. What do you mean by a "gentleman?"
Answer. An honest man.
Question. Do you suppose any man, honest or dishonest, would counsel it ?

Answer. He would bo a bad man to do it.

Question. Speaking about labor, you say you have no other labor but the.negro ?

Anstver. I mean none except the original white people, in contradistinction from
other countries that bring in white labor from abroad. Our people in the hills who
are accustomed to work do better than almost anybody.

Question. Don't all your farmers work ?

Ansiver. Yes sir ; some old fellows do not work.
Question. Your meu of vigor work?
Atiswer. Yes, sir ; a man is not respected that loafs, unless he is a man of means or

devotes himself to humanity.
Question. You say your best men are under disabilities ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; many of our best men.
Question. Not all of them ?

Answer. Oh, no ; certainly not.

Question. Have not a good many of them been relieved of their disabilities ?

Ansiver. There have been a few, by begging for it, I suppose.
Question. Has every niau been relieved who has asked to be ?

Ansiver. I do not know ; I do not think so.

Question. Are there not a good.many men relieved who are democrats now ?

Answer. Not many ; our governor is one.

Question. Don't you know a great many have been relieved who are democrats ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not; I think there are a few.
Question. Are you acquainted outside of Alabama ?

Ansiver. I do not know about other States; there are very few among us.

Question. What change would come in Ihe minds of those men who are under disa-

bilities if they were relieved ?

Answer. It Avould not change their politics, but it would increase their attachment to
the Governmeut very mfich.

Question. You were asked if you had any security in Alabama against illegal voting

;

how did you answer ?

Answer. I do not think we have any.
Question. Are your officers uot sworn ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; if you call that protection. I say it is the opinion of many of our
best lawyers that there is no redress for illegal voting.

Question. Are not your voters required to be registered ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I think so.

Question. If a man registers illegally is he not liable to punishment ?

Answer. In the opinion of the best members of the bar a man cannot be punished for

voting illegally.
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Question. Does not every man who is registered take an oath as to his qualification ?

Answer. I did not hear any oath prescribed.

Question. But he has to take an oath ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose so.

Question. Does not your law prescribe that if a man swears falsely he must be

punished ?

Answer. Our statute law does.

Question. So, then, he is liable to punishment for false swearing ?

Answer. In that way he might be punished.

Question. You say it is not safe to challenge anybody who offers to vote ?

Answer. There is a law against it.

Question. You said, in answer to a question, that a man could vote as many times as

he pleased, and nobody could object ?

Answer. Well, they do not object, and they do vote often.

Question. Suppose a man who is legally registered and entitled to vote comes up and
votes once ; do you mean to say that if he ofiers to vote again at that or another poll,

and a man objects to his voting on the ground that he has voted once, the man thus

objecting would be, by your law, subject to punishment?
Answer. It reads that way ; and our people are so much afraid of it that they do not

challenge.
Question. Do you mean to give it as your judgment, as a lawyer, that he could legally

be convicted ?

Answer. I believe that is the object of the law.

Question. Do you say, as a lawyer, that under the law a conviction could be sustained

hy your courts ?

Answer. That would depend very much upon the complexion of the jury who tried

the case, and of the court.

Question. I want your judgment as a lawyer?
Answer. On that state of facts I should say he could not be convicted ; he ought not

to be convicted.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Yet you do say such is the influence of this law that it prevents men from

challenging ?

Answei: Yes, sir.

By Mr. CoBURX

:

Question. Did Governor Lindsay recommend the repeal of this election law ?

Answer. I do not recollect ; nor do I recollect whether any change was made at the

last session of the legislature.

Question. I know it to be the fact that it did not change it.

Answer. I did not say it did ; it could not have well done it, for it was a republican

law and the republican senate holds over, and any bill that passes the house that the

senate does not like cannot get through.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was any bill introduced to modify the law ?

Answer. I do not know.

By Mr. Cobukx :

Question. Is there any secret political organization in the State of Alabama ?

Answer. None that I know of; I do not belong to any myself, and 1 have no knowl-
edge of any, except that the negroes say they belong to the Loyal League.

Question. Did you ever take any obligation upon you in any political association iu

secret ?

Answer. Never in my life.

Question. You know of no society—no hand of men—that has any organization of

tliat kind ?

Ansu-er. None ; hence I have doubted the existence of any sijch.

Question. Have you no knowledge of any plan to intimidate negroes or republicans

from voting ?

Answer. None.
,

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. On the question of the election law, I find it reads as follows, (Acts of

1868, Alabama, pp. HDS and 276 :)

"Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be their [the board of registrars'!

duty to enter, or cause to bo entered, in a book the name of every pers<m qualified to

vote under the constitution of this State and the acts of the legislature thereof; and
before entering, or causing to be entered, such names, they shall require the person
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applying to be registered to subscribe to the oath prescribed in section A, article 7, of
the constitution of this State."

" Sec. 11. And he it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and cor-

ruptly take the oath required in section four of this act shall be deemed guilty of a felony,

and upon conviction be imprisoned in the penitentiary for not less than two nor more
than ten years, at the discretion of the court."

" Sec. 32. And he itfurthei' enacted, That whenever any registered voter offers to vote,
his ballot must be received, and one of the inspectors must call his name audibly and
distinctly ; and the name of each elector whose ballot has been so received must im-
mediately be taken down bj each clerk on separate lists, which are headed Names of
voters, and called poll-lists and the number and order in which such elector votes
must at the same time be entered by each clerk against his name, the tu-st elector
voting being number one, the second number two, and so on to the last elector voting."

Don't you consider that an adequate provision against unlawful registration?
Answer. For perjury ?

Question. The iierson registering must tak<5 the oath, and if he takes it falsely he
must be punished ?

Answer. Yes, sir; but they go and register, and then they go to different voting-
places and repeat ; and I said in the ^utset of my testimony that it was like looking
for a needle in a hay-stack to hunt these negroes up.

Question. That is what you think ought to be provided for—a law against repeating?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chaikman, (Mr. PoL;v:s"d:)

Question. In your code I see it is provided that if any person votes more than once at
the same election he is guilty of misdemeanor, and .upon conviction must be fined not
less than $200, and imprisoned not less than three nor more than twelve months in
the county jail. Is that now the law of your State ?

Answer. It may bo ; I have not examined it.
'

Question. Are you aware that this article 405 of the code of Alabama has ever been
repealed ?

Answer. Of the late code ? I cannot say whether it has or not.

Question. Is it claimed by anybody that there is any law repealing this section of the
code ?

Answer. I recollect none. The difficulty, as I said in the outset, is in hunting up
these men.

By Mr. Vajst Trump :

Question. Is not voting more than once only one of the many modes of illegal voting?
Answer. Yes ; sometimes they vote duplicate tickets.

By Mr. Stevenson : «

Question. In what year was the election to adopt or reject the constitution of Ala-
bama ?

Answer. I believe it was in 18G7.

Question. Do you remember what the vote was for the constitution ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. It was 80,318. What was the registered vote ?

Answo: I do not know.
Question. The vote cast was not half the registered vote. Do you remember what the

vote for Grant was ?

Answer. I do not.

Question. It was 7G,000. The whole vote cast at the election last year was 154,005, and
the majority for Governor Lindsay was 1,400 ; adding this majority to one half of the
whole vote cast makes Governor Lindsay's majority 78,403. So that the vote cast for
the constitution was larger than any vote in favor of any j)olitical party since re-

construction, and although the original act of Congress required that the constitution
should receive a majority of the I'egistered vote, yet the vote cast for it was practi-
caUy a majority of the people actually voting in Alabama. I do not mean at that particular
election, but the 80,000 votes then cast would have carried the State at any election
you have held since.

Answer. You must recollect this, that the constitution contains this oath which is

odious to our people
;
iiledging ourselves never to change it so as to discriminate in the

future on account of race, color, &c. Hence, at the next election the vote was not so
large.

Question. But at the last election, in 1870, the vote was 154,000 ?

Answer. That oath kei)t a good many from voting then.
Question. Did it keep as many away as would have voted originally?
Answer. I cannot say.

Question. This Mr. Harrington, has he ever been interfered with by violence ?

Answer. I never heard oi" it.
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Question. You spoke of having aclvisecl a ^idow to teacli a colored school, and also

a Catholic teacher to do the same ; how are they treated by the comuiunity, now that
they are teaching these schools '?

Answer: Treated as well as they always were, so far as I know.
Question. They are not banned socially, because of their employment ?

Ansioer. Not at all.

Question. How have the white teachers of colored schools who have come from the

North been treated generally by the white people of Alabama ?

Answer. So far as I know or have heard, they have never been maltreated. They
have not been taken into Southern families, and there has been some little prejudice
against them, for the reason that it was understood that they came there as political

emissaries; that they were teaching the negro childi-en to look with distrust uxionthe
white people of the South, their former owners and masters. It is understood by some that
the whole affair was calculated to excite and arouse these prejudices, and not knowing
•who these teachers were at home, they have not been received cordially. But they have
not been interfered with at all, that I am aware of.

Question. Before this state of things, how were they received and treated ?

Answer. Very well, so far as I know.
Question. Is it not the fact that white people have refused to receive them iu their

families to board, so that they have had to board in negro families ?

Ansiver. I have never heard of such a case ; it may be the case.

Question. Do you not know that many ladies who went South to teach schools were
ladies of the highest accomplishments, and went there as missionaries?
Answer. It may be so, but I have not disco's-ered

Question. You have not discovered the fact ?

Ansrcer. It may be so.

Question. What are the relations generally between the two races, other than politi-

cal. Are they friendly or otherwise on all other than political questions?
Answer. There is a pretty good understanding on all other questions.
Question. Do the negroes confide in their masters and other white people on other

questions ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; whenever they want assistance, or are in trouble, they generally go
to them.

Question. This Mr. Lakin, I understand you know nothing against him, except that
he was an agitator and mischief-maker ?

Ausiver. Such was the' common report. I could not tell the particular acts, but I

have heard him spoken of, and know the repute in which he is held in Huutsville and
North Alabauui.

Question. You got that report from the white men you saw iu that region?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Members of your own political party t
Answer. Almost exclusively.

Question. You don't mean to say he had such a reputation among the republicans
of the State of either color?

Ansiver. No, sir; I do not say so.

Question. In speaking of the falling off of the A'Ote in Greene County, in ilr. Hays's
district you gave some special reasons for it ; do those reasons affect him alone, or
the others on the ticket as well ?

Answer. All others that were vulnerable, I suspect, would be affected somewhat by
running such a man.

Question. Would it be likely to affect Governor Smith to some extent?
Answei: No, sir; I should think it would not affect Governor Smith much.
Question. How does it happen, then, that in the county of Greene he and Governor

Smith ran with precisely the same poll?
Answer. I cannot account for it. The cause I have mentioned may account for it,

and may not. I think Hays's treatment of his negroes, when he was master, pn^judic^eil

him with the negroes, and as that information was disseminated, I think it lost liim

votes.
Question. W^as not that known all through his district? Didn't you take great pains

to publish it ?

Answer. I did not ])ul)lish that at all.

Question. But it was published in his district ?

Anstver. I think so.

Question. And it was a first-rate point on him ?

Ansicer. I think so.

Question. How does it happen that his vote fell off only in one or two counties ?

Ansiver. I do not know ; I only give the reason whj'^ it did fall off".

Question. His vote actually increased in his district at the second election about
2,000 or more ?

Answer. It may have been so ; I was not iu his district.
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Question. He got negro votes ?

An^ivcr. I do not suppose he got 100 white votes.

Question. These charges would afiect him among the negroes particularly?

Answer. Yes, sir. .

Question. Yet he got in his district more than he got hefore?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I should think it would affect the negroes.
Question. You used to live in Macon County, outside of Mr. Hays's district ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Would the charges against him account for the falling off in Macon County ?

Ansivcr. No, sir: I should think not.

Question. And yet the falling off in Macon county was greater than in Greene. How
can you account, as an old-experienced politician, for the material falliugoftMn Macon,
Greene, and Sumter Couuties, while the aggregate vote in the entire State was largely
increased, by some eight- or ten thousand ?

Ansiver. I know of no cause except those I have given, unless it was a growing want
of confidence.

Question. "Why should this waut of confidence apply in those three couuties only ?

Answa: Votes vary in different counties. I do not know any special reason, unless
the negroes were more iutlueuced by the whites than previously, or unless the whites
electioneered and were more successful there.

Question. It is a curious fact, is it not, that while the whole State increased in its

aggregate vote, and while the republican vote was larger in the whole State than in

18(58, in these three couuties the republican vote decreased ?

Ansicer. I do not know of any intimidation iu Macon County, any Ku-Klux.
Question. Yet iu that county the republican vote in 1868 was 2,;>27, and in 1S70 it was

only 1,711 ; and the entire vote in the same county iu 1868 was 3,40;;^, and in 1870 it was
2,94.5 ; so that while the eutire vote fell off the democratic vote iucreased from 1,075 iu

1868 to 1,234 in 1870.

Answer. There may have been negroes who got tired of the excitement of politics in

one county, and the same influences might not have been brought to bear. The negro
runs into religious excitement, and then loses his interest. It may have been the same
with political excitement iu that county. ,

Question. They are afraid of the Ku-Klux too ; curious about that, are they not ?

Answer. I do not know of any Ku-Klux in my part of the State, and I do not think
the uegroes in Alabama believe there are any.

Question. Don't you ?

Answer. There may be iu a few localities men banded together, but I do not think
there is an intelligent negro in Montgomery who believes it.

Question. Don't you believe there were Ku-Klux in 1868 ?

Answer. No, not throughout the State.

Question. Don't you know that iu 1868 there was a parade of Ku-Klux on horseback
in Huntsville—a full parade?

An.swei\ Yes, sir.

Question. Was not that calculated to make the negroes believe there were Ku-Klus
iu the State f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Don't you think there were Ku-Klux then ?

Ansicer. I suppose those were what you call Ku-Klux, but I do not believe they
belonged to any general organization in Alabama.

Question. They may not have extended over the State, but is it not your best impres-
sion that they did exist in 1868 ?

Answer. They might have existed in 'a few localities.

Question. You don't know how far they existed ; they had too much respect for you to

let you know it ; but, then, such demoustrations as that are certainly calculated to make
men think

Answer. That they were around Huntsville. If I had been there that day I should
have thought they were there.

Question. Don't you know that in the upper part of Alabama there were parades of
Ku-Klux, and men were attacked by bodies of disguised Ku-Klux ?

Answer. No, sir ; I cannot call to mind now but two or three places that I have heard
of siuce the war where any disguised meu appeared. One was at Huntsville, and
Governor Lindsay told me lately that he saw some iu Tuscumbia; and then there were
the boys I spoke of. The only other case I can think of was a boy who went to a grave-
yard one night to scare some negroes.

Question. He went to play Ku-Klux ?

Answer. He went with a mask, and I told him to be cautious.

Question. The idea was that the Ku-Klux came out of graveyards f

Ansiver. He was a very foolish boy.
Question. How far is Tuscumbia from Huntsville ?

Answer. About eighty miles.
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Question. Whicli way ?

Anstver: Due west.

Question. How far is Greene County from Huntsville ?

Anaioer. It is southwest about one hundred and fifty miles.

Question. Then you have heard and are satisfied in your own mind that disguised

men have appeared in bodies at different times in the State at those three points ?

Answer. Yes, sir; those three times.

Question. When did they aiipear at Huntsville? about the time of the presidential

election f

Answei: I do not know when it was.
Question. When did they axjpear at Tuscimibia?
Ansivcr. I cannot tell.

Question. I think it was in 1868. When did they ai)pear in Greene County ?

Ansiver. It seems to me it was one or two years ago.
Question. It was when Boyd was IdUed ?

Answei: Yes, sir.

Question. Have you ever taken the pains, as chairman of the democratic State com-
mittee, to make an examination into the facts of these appearances of armed bands at

these different points, or any of them ?

Answer. No, sir
J
nor anywhere else; I never heard of their appearing anywhere else.

Question. Did you ever institute close inquiries of your fellow-democrats as to what
they knew of the Ku-Klux fflans ?

Aiiswer. Only in a general way ; most of my friends denounced these things.

Question. Denied that they belonged to them ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Don't you know it is a part of their regulation to deny it ?

Ansicer. I do not ; but I believe if there had been an organization any way general in

Alabama, I would have been informed of the fact. I am confident of it.

Question. Yet they did appear at these three places.

Answer. I believe they did.

Question. How does it happen that you do not know more about it except that they
appeared there ?

Answer. Because I was not there, and nobody communicated to me anything abont
them.

Question. Is not that a curious circumstance that you, Avho have such confidential re-

lations toward tlie rebel element, and such a position in the democratic party, should
know so little about these things ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How do you suppose they have succeeded in keeping it away from you ?

Answer. It has not been about me.
Question. The knowledge of it, I mean ?

Answer. I have the same knowledge you have ; I have read about it.

Question. It does seem to me, if I had been in your position, I would have found out
something.

Answci: That is what satisfies me that the organization iiever existed. I would have
found it out.

Question. If it existed in your State, they must have kept their secret marvelously
well to prevent you from finding it out ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you apprised of the examination in Calhoun County into the proceed-

ings of disguised bands ? .

Answer. Yes, sir. I spoke of it as the Patona affair; but these men were not dis-

guised. I understood it was the negroes firing upon people coming from church, and
they retaliated.

Question. Don't you know the investigation extended itself into general acts of vio-

lence, and covered Ku-KIux operations in that region ?

Answer. I do not know that fact. I know they had a lengthy examination—examined
many witnesses, but I do not now recall the testimony ; only I recollect one man said

there was a Ku-Klnx examined from Georgia.

Question. Did -Ik; not say also Alabama?
Answer. I believi; he did ; but that did not satisfy me there was one.

Question. Didn't that i)ut you on iu([uiry?

Answer. I did not make any particular inquiries, but I was satisfied then and am now
that if there had been sucli an organization in Alabama to any extent, I would have
known it ; that if any of my friends had known it, they would have communicated it

to me.
Question. Did you ever make any effort to see this man ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Ever sec his testimony ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; extracts from it.
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Question: Did you ever make any effort to see his testimony ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. It is a matter of public record ?

Answer. It is in the county; but it is not customary for us to go and get testimony
on a preliminary examination.

Question. You have seen it in republican papers ?

Ansiver. Seen allusions to it.

Question. Couldn't you have got a transcript of it ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did not regard it as Ku-Klus, only an ordinary trial. I never heard
them charged with being Ku-Klux.

Question. You condemn the Ku-Klux?
Answer. I do.

Question. You would regard it as a great calamity if they should get up any general
organization.
Answer. Yes, sir. If they should undertake to control the State, it would be a

calamity, and I hope one will never put his foot on the soil of Alabama.
Question. Still they have done it.

Answer. If they are there, I hope they will abandon it. In my speeches I have de
nounced all sorts of mob-law.

Question. Perhaps that is the reason they have not come to tell you about it.

Answer. I think if my friends had any knowledge of it, they would have told me about it.

Question. They are not in the habit of consulting those who are opposed to them ?

Answer. No, sir, I should not think they would; but bodies of men cannot meet with-
out oar observing them. How could a body of men carry on their operations, with
their uniforms and passwords, and not be seen or known ?

Question. You have not been all over the State ?

Answer. I have been over most of it.

Question. At night ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. They generally move at night?
Answer. That is what is said of them.
Question. Have you been where you would be likely to see them parading at night ?

Ansiver. I go almost all over the State.

Question. At night ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I never saw them parading, nor a man that saw them parading. I

have heard men sjjeaking of the occurrences at Huntsville and Eutaw, but not that
they saw them.

Question. At Huntsville they paraded in presence of thousands of people.

Answer. I do not think they pervade Alabama.
Question. Yon believe these circumstances on the testimony of intelligent witnesses

who saw them ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Yon would not hesitate to believe persons who saw them elsewhere ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. You would only think it was still more wonderful that you had not known it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chairm^vx, (Mr. Poland:)

Question. You say when negro suffrage was first proposed in Alabama, it did not meet
with favor ?

An.swer. No, sir ; not with the majority.
Question. The great majority of the white people were opposed to it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is there any change in sentiment on that subject now ? Are the majority
of the democratic party in Alabama now in favor of it ?

Answer. I do not tlihik the majority are in favor of universal negro suffrage. The ma-
jority believe the uegro, as he exists there now, is not qualified for the ballot.

Question. Yon say you do not propose to make opposition to it except in a legal and
constitutioual way '?

Answer. Certainly not.

Question. 'Now, suppose the democratic party should come into power in the nation,

and have such a controlling majority in Congress as to submit an anjcndnuMit to the

States for ratification, striking out that provision that liaB l)een pnt into tin' Constitu-

tion, giving sufiiage to the uegi'O, and that amendment should be. submitted to the

State of Alabama to vote upon, and the democrats in that State were in power, how
would they vote upon it ?

Ansiver. Well, if, after trying negro suffrage, they thought the increased representa-

tion, by virtue of the uegro vote, would counterbalance the evil of sucli an ignorant

mass votiug, they might vote to continue it ; but I do not think ihetemper of thedem-
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ocratic party now in Alabama, ^f the question were to be left to them, would go fur-

ther than qualified suffrage or partial suffrage.

Question. Suppose Congress should be so constituted as to propose an amendment to

strike out of the Constitution the extension of suffi-age to the blacks, leaving it just as

it was before, to the States, and that amendment should be submitted to Alabama to

vote upon.
Answer. Well, sir, they wonld vote to strike it out, and then, I think, they would turn

around in the exercise of their power and ]irerogative as a State, and would adopt a
liberal policy toward the negro. To what extent they would grant suffrage, I cannot
say ; but one thing I do know, they would confer upon him every right he has the in-

telligence to exercise.

Question. They would give him all they thought he ought to have ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and which he had the intelligence to exercise.

Question. Now, suppose your party should have the strength to elect an entire con-
gressional delegation of democrats, and the question were to come up in Congress
whether such an amendment should be submitted to the people, how would that dele-

gation vote upon it ?

Answer. I cannot say ; it would depend upon whom they sent here.

Question. Suppose they sent those who represented the opinion of the majority ?

Ansieer. Then my opinion is that they would vote in favor of the amendment to

strike out ni?gro suffrage ; aud.then, I believe, the State would be as liberal as the con-
dition of the negro would permit.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. That is, if I understood you, they would adopt qualified suffrage?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. What do you think would be done, then, in case northern men should get

possession of pretty much all the property, as they have done in this District of Co-
lumbia? Do you think there would be any danger of their following the example of

Congress in taking away the privilege of suffrage from the negro and from the white
man, too ?

Answer. I cannot say.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:)

Question. In regard to Mr. Harrington, when was it that the sheriff told you he had
that advertisement about the bank robbery ?

Answer. I think it was after the tirst session at which Harrington presided as

speaker—between the two sessions of the legislature.

Question. That legislature was not elected till 1868. When did the advertisement
purport to say tlie robbery hai)pened?

Ansiver. I cannot say wliethi r I read in the paper where the robbery happened, the
whole story, or whetlicr it was just the description of the man.

Question. Was it a robbery whicli had just taken place?
Answer. O, no, sir; some time before.

Question. Some years befon^ ?

Ansurr. I cannot s.iy ; he did not speak of it as a recent event. My recollection is,

it may liave been some ohl robbery before he came to Alabama.
Question. When did he come to Alabama?
Answer. I think just after the Federal army landed in Mobile, after the surrender, in

1865.

Question. What was the idea from what you learned about it—that the robbery oc-

curred before Harrington came to Alabama, or that he weit up from Alabama to the
northwest and robbed the bank?

Answei: The sheriff gave me no particulars. The court was in session, and I was
going up, when the sheriff st()p])ed me, and showed this thing to me.

Question. The a<lvertisemeut described somebody as having something to do with it?

Ansuer. Described two men. He said, " I have got one of the fellows in jail ; and
he says, Harrington is the other man ; did you ever see a better description?" I was
in a hurry, and 1 did not believe he would arrest Harrington anyhow ; I thought Har-
rington had too much money for him.

Question. Did tht) description apply so specially and peculiarly to him as to sing'.e

him out from all the men in the United States ?

Answer. It was very mocb like him ; but I do not know if I had read it I should have
thought it was he.

Question. Wsis he marked so dissimilarly from others?
Answer. O, no; but he is a man with rather a marked face; you would not mistake

him for another man.
Question. Your opinion, if yon had any, waa more influenced by the fact that the
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sheriff told you that the other man in jail said it was Harrington, than from any con-
currence in the description ?

Ansicer. The description confirmed, in my mind, what he said.

Question. The description would have been a good one of Harrington?
Ansrver. Yes, sir.

Question. And it would have been a good description of several thousand other men ?

Answer. Well, I do not think I- ever saw a man that I recollect to whom it would
have answered so well.

Question. Was there in fact a man in prison on that charge ?

Answer. I suppose so: he said he had a fellow.

Question. Do yon know what became of the man in jail ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. Never heard of him afterward ?

Answer. Never. I do not think I saw in the description Harrington's name at all. .

Question. Yon don't remember the State !

Answer. A western State.

Question. Do you remember the bank ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What was the name of the sheriff?

Answer. Barber ; he is not sheriff now; he resigned about two months ago
Question. He would have been sheriff" if he had not resigned ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he got into some pecuniary troubles, got drinking, and then resigned.

He spoke of leaving, but did not. I wish to state that I got a dispatch on Monday
last, (one week ago,) at 11 o'clock, to appear here, and left the following morning at 7

o'clock for Washington, and have been too busy during the time to refresh my memory
in regard to facts. I may have been inaccurate as to dates and details. I have given
the substance of what I saw, heard, and believe, according to my best recollections.-

Washington, D. C, June 20, 1871.

JAMES B. CLARK sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what part of Alabama doyoit reside?
Answer. I reside in Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama.
Question. How long have you been a resident of that place ?

Ansiver. I have been a resident there for thirty-two years.

Question. How long have you resided in the State ?

Ansiver. I have resided in the State for forty-nine years, lacking two or three months.
Question. What public positions liave you held in the State ?

Ansiver. I have been a member of the State legislature several times, some yeara
since. I have occupied the office of justice of the peace, and of solicitor. The last

office I occupied was that of chancellor for the middle division of the State of Alabama.
Question. Will you please state wlffether you are still a practicing lawyer at the bar,

and in intercourse with the people of thatsection of the State in which you live ?

Answer. I am a practicing lawyer ; I resigned during the war my position as chan-
cellor and returned to the bar.

Question. Do you practice in the district, or circuit as you term it ?

Ansiver. I practice in a few of the circuit courts of the State ; I have never practiced

in the United States courts ; I have practiced in the supreme court of the State.

Question. State to the committee your belief in regard to the efficiency of the e:sjccn-

tion of the law in that part of Alabama with which you are acquainted, and in tho
whole State, if your information will enable you to do so ; and also in regard to tho
security of life, person, and property.

Ansiver. I think that at this time the law can be administered there without any
difficulty whatever. Our courts are held regularly ; our circuits and the courts of

common law ; our chancery court, as a matter of course, is a court of peace, and is

held regularly. The juries, I am inclined to think, do their duty.

Question. Tbe purpose of our inquiry, as set forth in the resolution appointing the

committee, is to ascertain whether the' laws arc executed in the late insurrectionary

States, and whether life, person, and property are secure in those States.

Answer. I consider that at this time life, and person, and property are secure. There
have been times there when I did not think they were secure; but I think they are at

this time.
Question. When was that time, and from what causes did that insecurity arise ?

Answer. Well, after the war everything was in a state of confiision in our country
;

but that has gradually improved. 'l do not kuow.that there was any attempt to pre-

vent the execution of the laws ; but there were excesses by persons, sometimes by

17
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secret combiuatious. I merely say there were excesses by secret combinations ; I do
not know personally. But I think that has all passed away ; that is my impression.

Quesiion. At what time did those secret combinations exist, and what was their char-

acter, to the extent of your information ?

Answer. I think they extended down to within the last eighteen months. Their
character was that wbich is generally known by the name of " Ku-Klux." I cannot
say that I ever saw a Ku-Klux in my life ; I only speak from information derived from
others.

Quesiion. What was the mode of jiroceeding by that organization, as you were
•nformed "?

.• Answer. Well, sir, as I have understood, they collected iu bodies of more or less,

rom ten to twenty and thirty, and went about the country iu the character of what
you might term regulators; iu some instances there were great excesses committed, as

might be supposed.
Qiiesfion. Did they go in disguises and armed?
Ansuer. O yes, sir; disguised and armed, and on horseback.
Quesiion. To what extent did those excesses go iu the county in which you reside,

in the county of Greene ?

Answer. Some time since, last March was a year, there was a body of these men,
amounting, I should suppose from what I learned, to about twenty-tive; they were
variously estimated from ten to fifty ; but according to the best information I could get,

they were about tAventy-five in number. They came into our place at a late hour of the

night and entered the room of a young man at the liotel, and killed him iu the most
atrocious manuer. That is the greatest excess that I know of or have heard of, as

Laving been committed in that county.

Question. Was that young man Mr. Boyd, the prosecuting officer of that county ?

Answer. Yes, sir, it was Mr. Boyd.
Quesiion. Were yon iu the town at that time ?

Answer. I was in my residence, in the town, at that time.

Quesiion. Did it occasion any alarm or excitement in the town ?

Answer. Not much, very little. So far as I could learn, from, those who knew most
about it, it tookiilace about 11 or 12 o'clock at night, and the parties left inunediately

after ; there was not much alarm and very little excitement. A young man who
boarded at my house came up iu the morning and told me that Mr. Boyd had been
murdered.

Quesiion. Was it during court week ?

Answer. It was during a large meetiug of the presbytery of the Presbyterian Church,
which was in session in the place at the time. There was uo court in session at the

time.
Question. At that time of year would the people of your town generally have retired

to rest at the hour the oft'ence was conunitfed?
Ansicer. I think so ; as far as I could learn the most of them had retired to rest at

that hour. There were a few young men about the hotel, who had not ; but mdst of

the people of the town had retired.

Quesiion. Was any effort .made to alarm the town that night, for the purpose of ar-

resting the perpetrators of the act? »

Answer. I do not know that there was ; I was under, the impression that there was
not. I have understood that the sheriff was called on, but I did not luidcrstand that

he raised any body of men -to pursue (hem. It would have been a very dangerous effort

to have done so, for our active male population is not a very large one; the whole po]i-

ulation of our place, white and black, amounts to from 1,*200 to 1,500, 1 suppose, includ-

ing uu'U, women, and children.

Quesiion. Were there a great many strangers in the town attending the sessions of

the i)resbytery?
Answer^ There were many ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church attending,

but they were all off at i)rivate liouses, not about the public; iiouse at all.

Quesiion. Was the nuirder of Boj-d traceable in any way to ills eounecMon with the

administration of .justice there?

Answer. It was tliought that it had some connection. There had been a man killed

by the name of Snoddy, a short time previous, iu a most atrocious manner, while he

Avas going from the village to his house. I unders-tood that his horse had h'ft him and
he was walking home, lie was fouud the next morning with his throat cut from ear

to ear, and robbed of some money. Suspicion rested on a coui)le of negroes, who were
taken up and put in jail after an examination. They subsetpiently broke jail, as I un-

derstood, and were pursued and taken, and some persons said they were slain, or oue
of them was ; I know nothing about it, though. As I learned, Mr. Boyd, upon the ex-

amination of those negroes, showed very little interest to have them eonunitted, and
other counsel were employed and had them committed. When tlii'V got out of jail au
old man, who was connected with one of them, was suspected of aiding them to get

away, or iu some way being couufcted with them—I camiot S])eak very distinctly
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about that. At any rate, this old man was taken and hung, and Mr. Boyd showed a
great deal of interest to have that matter inquired into, although it was supposed that
he showed very little interest in the investigation into Snoddy's death. Mr. Boyd, as
I learned, made some indiscreet threats that he knew who the persons were who had
hung the old man, and ho intended to keep the grand-jury there six months but what
he would have the matter probed to the bottom. This was a short time before the
court was to sit, and I suppose, and I think that is the public opinion, that Mr. Boyd
brought himself -to his death by his indiscretion in telling what he was going to do.
Those persons who had hung this old man did not intend that it should ever be known
who they were. That is the opinion I have formed. I believe that is the public opin-
ion of both parties in my place.

Question. Do we xinderstand you to say that it is the imblic opinion there that the
same persons who had been engaged in hanging the old man also murdered Boyd ?

Answer. The same persons who had been engaged in hanging this old black man were
the same persons who murdered Boyd. That is the impression. That is mine, so far
as I could learn anything about it.

Question. Do you give that as the most recent instance of any olfense of that charac-
ter committed in your county that you have heard of ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not know of any killing by any secret body of men. I have
heard since of bodies of men in disguise passing through the county, and causing per-
sons who were obnoxious to leave the country, but that is the only certain case that I
could state distinctly—that is, a well-defined case of killing.

Question. How recent occurrences of that kind have there been, which you were sat-
isfied did occur ?

Ansicer. I do not know that I have any that I am satisfied fully did occur. I heard
that there was a case of that kind during last March or February; but I do not think
it was well ascertained. There was a man who, by his conduct in many ways, was
obnoxious to the people ; he had once been our tax-assessor. He came there and left

suddenly after being there two nights, and I understood that a body of disguised men
had come about his place at night, and he was not seen afterward, but left. Whether
it was so or not, I do not know ; I do not pretend to advance any certain statement
about it. Those reports frequently get out when there is really no foundation for
them.

- Question. Have there been any cases of that character tried in your courts'?

Answer. No, sir; no cases of that character. When Boyd was slain the grand jury
were empanneled at the next term of the court, and it was proposed by some of my
friends that I should be the prosecutor, as he had been the solicitor ; and I would not
have refused, but the circuit judge appointeii another gentleman, who, I think, was
much better qualified than I was, because my age and other circumstances would have
prevented me from being a satisfactorj' prosecutor. The grand-jury were kept together
for two weeks, the entive term. One of my sous, who is a lawyer, was during the time
associated with tlie prosecutor as assistant. The grand-jury were kept there two
weeks, but they were unable to get any evidence to prove who had slain Boyd. I
conversed occasionally with the prosecuting officers, and learned from them that they
could get no evidence on that ])oiut. The grand-jury nmde a report that they could
get no evidence of who the iiarties were, but that irom the best information they could
obtain they were of the opinion that the parties came frojii an adjoining county. That
miglit have been so, or it might not ; I was satisfied that the party did not belong to
our town.

Question. From which adjoining county?
Ansu-cr. From Pickens County.
Question. Have there been in Pickens County violations of the law of a similar char-

acter '?

Answer. I am not certain. There had been reports that bodies of disguised men
were there, and that they had threatened the solicitor, but I do not know that fact.

Still, I am inclined to think that it was so; that there had been bodies of disguised
men in that county.

Question. From the information which you derived in the practice of your profes-
sion, and as a citizen, from your intercourse with the people had you any doubt as to
the existence of that organization in those counties?

Ansicer. I have no doubt myself that such an organization has existed in that sec-

tion of Alabama; but other gentlemen, in whom I have confidence, have doubts, and
say thjit it never has existed there; that there have been only there occasional collec-

tions of men, and that there never was a Ku-Klux organization there. My own opin-
ion has been, and for a very considerable time, that there was sucli an organization.

Question. From your information, derived in that manner, please state to'the com-
mittee what you understand to have been the purpose of that organization, and its

mode of operation.

Answer. I think the first purpose of the organization was to counteract these Loyal
or Union Leagues, as some call them. There were collections in our section of conn-
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try (I presume the committee have been informed of them) night after night, or, if

not night after night, week after week, of large bodies of negroes, witli some bad white
men among them to control and manage them. I think this Ku-Klux organization

was set on foot for the purpose of scaring the negroes, as its members went in dis-

guise, and their appearance, as I am told, was not very prepossessing, but rather cal-

culated very much to alarm. The object was to scare the negroes, and prevent those
organizations of them. But I thiuk they went further than that. If they had stopped
at that, perhaps it might have been well enough

; but I think they went further than
that.

Question. Did they go so far as to intimidate negroes by violence, by whipjiings, and
in some instances by murder ?

Answer. I think that the negroes were intimidated by that organization ; and it was
said that some negroes were slain ; some were missing, but I cannot speak with any
degree of certainty ; only I know that in regard to one negro he was missing. He
lived near me, and never was seen afterward.

Question. Assuming now that the Ku-Klux was organized for the purpose of counter-
acting the political organization of the Union League, and that it passed from that
purj)ose to the commission of acts of violence, was there any organized elfort, or any
pronouuced public sentiment brought to bear for the "purpose of i^reventing that kind
of violence ?

Ansioei: You say " organized effort ;" I suppose you mean public expression of senti-

ment.
Question. Yes, sir.

. Answer. I do not think that there was any public expression of sentiment on the
subject. That the larger portion of the ])opulation of the conuuuuity in which I live

•was decidedly opposed to everything of that kind, I have no doubt. But there never
were any meetings, or anything of the kind, held for the purpose uf putting it down.

Question. What prevented that sentiment, which you say existed, from tiudiug pub-
lic expression ? Was there any terror on the subject 1

Answer. I do not know ; there might have been some cause ; these men traveled in the

night ; they were unknown to us ; we might be conversing with one of them in the
street and not know it. But I am inclined to think tliat the public, the orderly men,
did not like to come into any contact with that class of men, for they were generally

the reckless and lawless part of our comnuiuity.
Question. Did not that understanding, Avhich you say existed, that the Ku-Klux was

organized in opposition to the Union League, give to its existence a political char-

acter ?

Answer. V7e\\, it did to some extent.

Question. And did not men divide, to some extent, according to their political opin-

ions, as to whether they condemned, or justilied. or excused the operations of the Ku-
Khix ?

Answer. No ; there was no such division, or, I might say, very little. There was no
body of people to divide ; we were all of oik? way of thinking ; we had no white republi-

cans there, or only three or four ; not half a dozen in the county.

Question. W'as it understood that the Ku-Klnx was composed of white men ?

Ansurr. Yes, sir ; it was understood that it was composed of white men.
Question. And therefore, whelher designed or not as a political organization, all its

members acted with the democratic party?
Answer. Well, whenever the democratic i)arty acted they acted with us ; wlien I say

"with us," I mean that I belong to that party.

Question. Has that feeling rendered it dithcult, even when members of the demo-
cratic party condemned the proceedings of that organization, to bring them to justice ?

Answer. I do not know whether it has or not. I can only tell you that there have
been parties indicted that I know of, and that vigilance has been exercised by officers

of the law and grand juries, so far as I could learn, without bringing anj' one of that
organization to justice.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Because they could not discover who they were ?

Ansicer. They could not discover them ; that was it; they could not find ou€ who
they were.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is your opinion as to the coutinuante of that organization; do you
understand that it still exists ?

AnsH-er. The impression is that it does not. I conversed with several persons before

I left home, and the impression is that the organization docs not exist, and could not in

our section of the country at tliis time.

Question. What led to its disbanding ?

Answer. I dp not knew. It is exceedingly unpopular with the respectable white men
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of that section of country, and tbose men l)elongiiig to that organization nnist know
that fact. Some of the Avhite men have expressed themselves publicly in the streets
against it ; I have myself for one. And I am satisfied that these young men—for it is

principally the young men who compose this organization—are beginning to be satis-

tied that it ought not to exist: and consequently we have had no appearauce of that'
organization for a considerable time now, within my knowledge.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You think the piiblic opinioii of tlie country has put it down ?

Answer. I think the puljlic opinion of the country is decidedlj' opposed to it.

Question. And you think that is the reason whj- it has ceased to exist ?

Anstver. I think that has had its intluence upon them. I suppose, without knowing
it, that a great many of the persons belonging to this organization are young nu-n of
respectable families ; and of course they have heard the organizatio;i denounced in
their own houses, and have become satisfied that our situation as a people requires that
no such organization should exist.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is it your belief that that public opinion against it is strengthening?
Answer. Yes, sir; streugtlu-ning every day.
Question. Are you satished that that public opinion brought to bear upon it will have

the effect of suppressing the organization ?

Answer, Eventually I am satisfied it will, if it exists at all now. Now no man would
have it understood—if you were to tell a uvaw now that he belonged to the Kn-Klux
you would insult him—no man would have it understood that he ever belonged to such
an organization.

Question. Are we to understand, then, that heretofore public opinion has been rather
in sympathy with it than against it ?

Answer. No ; I do not want you to understand me in that way.
Question. Or was it silent?

Anstrer. Eather silent.

Question. Were j'ou in Eutaw at the time a public meeting was lield there? I believe
it was last October.

Answer. Yes, sir, it was last October.
Question. It was during the political c&mpaign of last year 1

Answer. I was in my house then ; I had been crippled a few days before, and was not
at the meeting.

Question. We have had some statements made here by some gentlemen in regard to
what occurred at that meeting. We want your knowledge of that occurrence, if you
will give it to us.

Answer. I have very little knowledge about it. Certain gentlemen came there for

the purpose of making speeches to the colored people, because their party had no oth-
ers to make them to, or at least but very few others. There was a meeting called at
the same time on the part of the democratic party : I was absent in an adjoining
county Avhen it was called. I had heard some intimation that it would be called, but
I did not know that it would be until I received a handbill at the place where I was
attending court, advertising a meeting on the part of the democratic party. I\Iy under-
standing is that they did meet ou oue side of the court-house and the republicans on
the other side, and that the company gradually passed from the democratic side over
to the other to see what was going on there ; that in that manner an excitement arose,

and there was some shooting and some few negroes wounded ; that iS my vuidcrstaud-
ing about it, but it is all an understanding, because I could not be present at all.

Question. You were not there ?

Answer. No, sir ; I could not get out of my own house at that time.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many negroes did you understand were wounded on that day ?

Ansicer. I have heard it represented on tbe part of some that there were iitty-four

wounded, and that three or four were killed. I have satisfied myself, in taking very
great* pains to ascertain the i3recise number, that no negro was killed on the occa-

sion.

Question. How many wounded ?

Ansiver. Not more than three or four at the furthest were wounded. A gentleman
who has already given evidence before the committee. General Warner, says that tho
paper in my town stated that there were thirty or forty who were wounded. The Gen-
eral may be right, but the paper was wrong ; there never were thirty or forty wounded
at that time. I think if there had been any considerable number wounded it

would have been known. They nil mention one old man who had his thigh broken,
and, as I told General Warner yesterdaj', we would hear of that very often.
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By the Chairman :

Question. Did auy of those who were wounded afterward die ?

Answer. I do not think there were any who died.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Would you not have heard of it, in such a small community as that ?

Answer. I think if any had died I should have heard of it. This old man who had
his thigh broken, and whom they always bi'ing up on every occasion, did not die ; and
the boy that had belonged to me, and who was wounded, I know did not die.

By the Chair:max :

Question. Were any white men wounded then ?

Answer. I do not think there was..

Question. What is the name of the democratic jiapcr in your town ; tl^e Eutaw Whig ?

Answer. The Eutaw Whig and Observer.

ByMr. V.-lnTrump:

Question. Was there not one white man wounded in the knee? Yv'hat is your recol-

lection about that ?

Answer. I do not think there was any white man wounded. There was one gentle-

man who I understand had a shot thiough his i>ants ; but I do not think there was any
white man wounded. In regard to the boy who had once belonged to me, I inquired
of a respectable young man who was present, hut did not participate in it, and he said,
" I saw him myself draw a pistol to shoot, and some one shot hiin down."

By the Chairman :

Question. I have an article here taken from a Meridian newspaper of the date of Oc-
tober 27, 1870. The article is headed thus :

" The Eutaw Whig will to-day piiblish the
following full and particular account of the exciting atfair of Tuesday, by Colonel Joe
Taylor, the clear-headed and reliable editor. We return thanks for using it in advance
of the mails." I suppose that is the same article that appeared in the Whig ?

Answer. I rememlHjr now that the Meridian paper got it all wrong.
Question. The part of the article to which you refer, I suppose, is this :

" Two white
men were wounded, and many received bullet holes through their clothes during the

fight. Many narrow escapes from brick-bats,jiistol and gun-shots were made. From
twenty-five to thirty negroes were wounded, of whom two have since died of their

wounds." That, I suppose, is the mistake to which you refer ?

Answer. I do not believe a w<»rd of it ; I do not believe twenty-five or thirty negroes

were wounded; I do not believe a single negro died of the wounds he received. I

understood that the negroes rallied and tmnied after being driven; starting down the

street they rallied and then they shot, and threw brick-bats and everything of the

kind. I only say I undiistood that.

Question. I suppose this occurrence gave rise, as it naturally would, to a very
excited political feeling on both sides in your town?
Answer. Some; not a great deal, no.

Question. Is it correct That a fair lias been held in your town to raise money for the

purpose of assisting in ihe defense of the men who are indicted lor that riot ?

Answer. I think that our ladies, some two months ago, did have a tableau for the

purpose of raising money to pay the expenses of the young men who wen^ carried to

Mobile. Mt)st of them were young men without means, and the ladies did Inu'c a
tableau for that purjiose, and while some of "us did not exactly approve of it, still it was
their business, and we did not interfere with it in any way. Others of us furnished

the money, which we will again in th«5 fall, when they are caiTied to Mobile.

Question. Did you investigate this occurrence sufficiently to satisfy youi'self who
connnenced the shooting there?

Answer. No, sir ; 1 did not investigate it. There are two views of that ; I have un-
derstood from others that it will l>e shown, or attempted to be shown, that the negroes
commenced it. But I did not investigate it myself.

Question. They ran, did they not '? Was it not your information that they ran when
the firing commenced ?

Answer. They ran, and then rallied and returned the fire, is the information I have.

Question. Are any gentlemen from Eutaw present in this city who were at that meet-
ing ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there are two gentlemen in my company, Colonel Jolly and Major
Pierce ; they were both at the meeting.

Question. They were at the meeting 1

Answer. Yes, sir ; and can give much better information in regard to the matter than

I can.
Question. The sympathy of the town itself was strongly in favor with the white

men who were engaged in that shooting, was it not ?
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Aiisirer. I think the sentiment of the town -was in their fovor. We have a sonthern
sentiment that pervades the whole countiy, and I think tliat sentiment was in their
favor. Although T disapprove anything of the kind, and of any attempt to set the
laws at defiance, still I cannot say that my sympathies were not on the side of the
white men, and opposed to the radicals and the carpet-baggers.

By Mr. Vax Trump : •

Question. Is it not claimed by men who were there that, before any firing was done,
there was a rush of a set of negroes with knives brandished ?

Answer. No, I think not ; I have not heard of that.

By the Chairman :

Question. Has not that sentiment you spoke of been so strong that traveling gliows
there have advertised concerts to be given in aid of the men who were indicted for
that riot ?

Answer. I have heard that they have. I do not remember to have seen any ; not in
aid of the riot, but in aid of the men who were indicted.

Question. I have here a paper which some one has forwarded to me by mail, and
which reached me this morning. It is a copy of the Entaw Whig and Observer ; will
you look at the article that is marked there, and say if you know anything about such
an exhibition of " The Queen Sisters," as they are called ?

Answer. I attended a meeting of " The Queen Sisters," but I do not think it was on
account of this affair; but I think that subsequently they did have such a meeting.
[Reading from the paper.] " The company (Queen Sisters) gave one of their concerts
in Gueensboro for the benefit of those citizens of oui'county now on trial in Mobile
before the United States court, and propose to give one in this place, some eight or ten
days hence, for the benefit of our Ladies' Greene County Memorial Association." The
Greene County Memorial Association is of a different character entirely. Upon reflec-

tion, I do not think they ever gave any concert in Greene County for the benefit of
those men. They did give one for the benefit of the Greene County Memorial Asso-
ciation, which is an association to keep in remembrance the death of our soldiers.

Question. The statement in that paper iu reference to the concert given in Gueens-
boro for the benefit of the young men of your county on trial at Mobile relates to the
men indicted for the riot '?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but that was in an adjoining county.
Question. Who is the present judge in your circuit?
Answer. Luther R. Smith.
Question. Have there been any complaints in your county, of a general character, of

the inefficiency or incapacity of Judge Smith as a presiding judge.
Answer. I do not think there have been. Judge Smith did not hold our last term.
Question. What is your own belief as to his capacity as a lawyer and as a jurist ?

Answer. I think he is a very fair judge ; I thiuk that he is a man of very respecta-
ble talents, and a clear and discriminating mii;d.

Question. Is there any other fact within your knowledge, or that you would desire to
communicate to the committee, as throwing any light upon the subject committed to
them for investigation f If there is, state it fully to the committee.
Answer. I do not wish to state anything, unless questions are asked me, except that

if there is any impression on the part of any one that human life is not safe there now,
and gentlemen cannot travel through that country as safely as they could do so in
the city of Washington, I wish to express my dissent from any opinion of that kind.
I believe gentlemen can travel through the county of Greene, it is immaterial where
they come fi-om, with as much safety as they can travel through the State of Pennsyl-
vania or any other part of the United States.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Can any per son express his opinion upon political subjects there with im-
punity ?

Answer. I do not know
; perhaps au open-mouth man who should go there might get

a tight on his hands, if he commenced to express his opinions. I think it very likely
some'of those open-mouth men might get their mouths slapped. That is a sort of
privilege men in the West and South claim, slapping the mouth of a fellow wlio does
not please them.

By the CiiAiFiMAX

:

Question. To what extent does that feeling go, in regard to the expression of political

opinions to the negroes, instructing them as to their rights, and the right to the exer-
cise of suffrage in particular; does it amount to absolnte hostility or violence ?

Answer. Well, I do not know whether it does. I think myself that persons woiild not
be entirely safe to go there and call a meeting for the pur^iose of addressing the colored
people; that is the opinion I have; others differ from me, and say it would be perfectly
safe for them to do so. We are a sensitive people ; and while we are willing to resi^ect
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other people, ^ive do not want tlieni to interfere with onr matters. The negroes and
we are gettiijg along remarkably well just now; the negroes are our operatives or

laborers ; and the two races are necessary to each other. There never was a kinder

feeling between the negro and the white man in cm- section of the country than there

is at this moment.
Question. Take the case of negroes Avho have been whipped, or subjected to any other

acts of violence by these armed bauds of disguised men; if a white man, any white
man, were to say to them publicly that they had the same riglit as white men have to

the protection of their persons and jiroperty, and that they ought to stand up for them
and defend them, would that be considered as an interference with the rights of. the

southern people ?

Atuswei: I think not. We tell the negroes about their rights. I have told those negroes

who ouce belonged to me that they were free, and have rights as free men and free

women, and I have no doubt others have said the same thing to them. I never tried

to influence bu't one negro to vote on my side of the question, and he would not do it.

I said to him, "Why, you are going to vote for a man who is a drunkard, a trifliug

scoundrel, and no manner of man
;
you are a Presbyterian and I am a Presbyterian,

and why will you vote that ticket ?" " O," said he, "I must vote that ticket, because

my party votes that way ;" not that the ticket he was going to vote for was right, but
that his party was going to vote that Avay. That is the only colored man I ever tried to

influence; I stopped at that. I have never attempted to influence Ihose I have had
about me. Sometimes I have asked them, " Are you going to vote ?" and the reply has
been, " No, I don't care about voting." I would say to them, " If you want to-day to

go and vote, why go and vote." I have never asked them how they were going to vote.

QueHtion. Could expressions of the character which I indicated a moment ago be used

with safety to the colored people m ])ublic meetiugs ?

'Ansuer. If public meetiugs were aUowcd to be held at all, they could.

Quention. Do you think that it is dangerous to call public lueetings of the colored

people in your State for political purposes, in the present state of feeliug there ?

Answer. I do not speak of any county but the county I am in, because I do not know
the public sentimeut in other couuties.

Qtiesiion. Well, as to the county in which you live ?

Ansinr. I am inclined to think it would not be entirely safe. Other gentlemen, I

Bay, think diflerently from me; they thiuk it would be safe.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What is your age ?

Answer. I shall be seventy-five years of age to-morrow night.

Washington, D. C, June 20, 1871.

J. J. JOLLY sworn and examined.

By the Ciiaiioian :

Question. Do you live in .tUabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In what part ?

Answa: In Greene County, in Eutaw.
Question. How long have you resided there ?

Ansucr. All my life.

Question. What is your occupation ?

Answer. I am a lawyer.
Question. Do you practice in the circuit there ?

Answo: Yes, sir.

Question. Have you sucli information of the existing state of things in that judicial

circuit as will enable you to testify iu regard to the execution of the laws and the se-

curity of person and property within those limits?

Ansicer. I thiuk I have.
Question. Go on and state to the committee your views upon that question iu your

own manner.
Answer. The condition of the couutry is as quiet and peaceable now as I have ever

known it to be, either before or siuce the war. The laws are executed without trouble

and without difficulty. The coudition of tlie country at this time is very quiet and
peaceable, and the laws better observed and better enforced than thej' have been at

any time before or siuce the war.
Question. Is that so iu all classes of cases, both civil and criminal ?

Answer. I think so.
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C.i9£^tion. Have you any kuowledgo of the existence in the State of Alabama of any
seciet organization, commonly know as Ku-Klux, or by any other name ?

Ansiver. I have not. I will state that, so far as my information goes, and it is pretty
general thronghont that section of the country, I do not believe that the Ku-Klux
organization, or anything that assimilates to the character given to that organization,
has ever existed in that section of country, or does now exist there.

Question. Have you ever understood that it is one of the obligations of that organiza-
tion to keep its existence secret ?

Ansicer. I do not know anything about that.
Question. Is that the general reputation in that region, where it is alleged to exist ?

Answer. I have heard such reports ; I have understood from newspaper accounts that
they did keep their counsels secret.

Question. Have you any knowledge of any violations of the law having been com-
mitted in the county of Greene by l^ands of armed men in disguise, and in the night ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I have known of a few ; I knew of the killing of a man by the
name of Boyd ; I believe it was in March, 1870. I was not at home at that time ; I
was in Mobile. I understood he was killed by disguised men ; and I have heard of one
negro being killed by disguised men; though of these matters I do not know anything
personally. I was not at home at that time ; I have simply heard that they were
killed by disguised men. I think it was rumored that the negro, whose name was
Sam Colvin, was killed by disguised men ; and so was ilr. Boyd. I believe I know of
no other cases, even from rumor, of persons who were killed by disguised men.

Question. In that county of Greene ?

Ansicer. There have beeu several cases of killing there besides those, but they were
not killed by disguised men that I have heard of.

Question. You referred to a negro man who was kiEed by disguised men ; was that
the case of Caldwell?

Answer. No, sir ; it was Samuel Colvin, the father of Samuel Caldwell. Sam Cald-
well and Henry Miller were accused of killiug a young man by the name of Snoddy.
I defended those two Jiegro men ; I was their counsel. On the preliminary examina-
tion it was concluded by the magistrate that they were guilty, and they were put in
jail to await an investigation before the grand jury. Be fore the grand jury assembled,
however, some month or two after they were put in jail I suppose, they escaped from,

jail. We heard that Henry Miller was caught, and that in the catching of him he was
killed in some way ; exactly how we never understood. Sam Caldwell, we under-
stand, has never been caught, has never been heard of since he got out of jail. I was
present during that investigation; I defended the prisoners by all means in my power.
The evidence was pretty clear ; at least sufficient cause was shown to put them in jail

for a hearing before the grand jury.

Question. That is not the other case to which you refer as having been committed by
disguised men ? That is not oue of the other cases ?

Ansiva: No, sir.

Question. What was the other case ?

Answer. The case of Sam Colvin; the father of Sam Caldwell, who was put in jail

with Henry Miller, for the killing of Snoddy.
Question. Was Snoddy killed by men in disguise ?

Answer. No, sir ; I did not say that.

Question. I wish to get an understanding of the other case besides Boyd, to which
you refer.

Ansicer. It was the case of Sam Colvin, the father of Sam Caldwell ; Colvin was also

charged with complicity in the murder of Snoddy, but I defended him on the exami-
nation, and he was discharged. After the escape of Caldwell and Miller from jail, we
understood that old man Sam Colvin, the father of Caldwell, was caught and hung by
disguised men.

Question. The father of Caldwell was called Colvin ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they take different names there according to the families they live

with.
Question. These are the only two cases you know of in the county of Greene of mur-

ders being committed by disguised men ?

Ansicer. The only two I have heard of ; I do not know of any.

Question. Was the appearance of those men who murdered Boyd accounted for in any
other way than on the supi»osition that they belonged to that organization ?

Ansicer. Well, sir, my recollection is that'the grand jury said in their report that it

was a band of disguised men, and from the evidence that was before them, that they
reported to the court that the men came from, or at least were traced to, an adjoining

county.
Question. That occurrence took i^lace in the town iu which you reside?

Ansicer. Yes, sii'.

Question. A- man having been murdered at 11 o'clock at night in the public hotel,

when you returned did you investigate the particulars for you;: own satisfaction ?
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Answer. I iuqnirecl about it as any citizen would do.

Question. What was your belief as to whether those men who committed that act in

the manner iu which yoa ascertained it had been committed, were members of an or-

ganization ?

Answer. Members of an organization ?

Question. Yes, of an organized body.
Answer. I think they were a crowd of men who associated themselves together for

that special purpose. I have no reason to say, and indeed I do not believe, that they
belonged to any general organization.

Question. Did your investigation disclose whether they came in military order ?

Answer. I am told that they came up the road two and two, on horseback.
Question. Did it disclose the fact that they were halted iu front of the hotel by com-

mand?
AnsiDer. They were halted, but whether by comm^d or not I do not remember.
Question. Does it disclose the fact also that a certain number of them were com-

mauded to go iuto the hotel while the others stood guard f

Answer. I understood they did go in, whether by command or not I do not remember.
Question. A certain number Aveut iu, while the others stood on guard ?

Answei. Yes, sir.

Question. And those who went in mui'dered Boyd?
Answer Yes, sir ; it was so stated.

Question. Now, upon the examination you have made, is it your belief that the whole
organization was gotten together simply for that one purpose, and never had an y pre-

vious existence?
Answer. That is my opinion. I can say further

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Give me in full your reasons for that belief.

Answer. My reasons for it are these

By the Chairman :

Question. I would prefer you would give your reasons in full.

Answer. About tifteen years ago, Mr. Boyd, who was killed, killed a young man in

the neighborhood of Union, about ten miles above Eutaw, by the name of Brown. Ho
was tried and convicted of murder in the second degree, and sentenced to the peniten-
tiary for ten years. After he was sentenced an application was made for his pardon ; or
not for his inirdon.but an application was made for executive clemency. The governor,
on the petition, comiiinted his punishment to one year in the county jail. He staid in

the county jail uutil his time ex[>ired, and he then went olf to another State, Louis-
iana or Arkansas, I do not remember.which. After the war closed he came back to
Greene County.

By Jlr. Yax Thump :

Question. Had he been back in the mean time?
Answer. I do not know that he had ; if so, I do not know it. He came back to Greene

County, and shortly after he came back there he was either appointed or elected to the
oflSce of county solicitor. Those i)eople who were related to the young man Brown,
who was killed by Boyd, disliked Boyd very much, as a matter of course, and were
irritated against him very much all the while. He was very obnoxious to that class of
people, and to the people of that connnnuity particularly. Attertiie killing of Suoddy
by these two negroes, he stated on tlie street, i)erhai)s to one or two dill'creut persons,

as I understood, that he knew the ])arties, and I tiiink he ga\e to one the names of
some parties who he said were jrnilty of the hanging of old man Sam Culvin. The rea-

son given for the killing of Bojd Avas that he gave the names of individua l.s who hung
Sam Colvin ; that is generally said to be the reason iu our community why he was
killed; that is believed to be tlie reason why he was killed; that is what I believe,

that ia what my investigation led me to believe.

By the Chaii!MAN :

Question. Had this occurrence any connection with the killing of Brown tifteen years
before ?

Ansicer. I never understood positively that it had ; but it was understood that cer-

tain names Averc given.

Question. Had tlie kdling of Brown, then, anything to do Avith the killing of Boyd ?

Answer. Only as it connected itself iu this Avay, that the relatives and friends of
BroAvn Avere Aei'y hostile toward Mr. Boyd, and it was supposed l>y ns, by me and others,

Avithout knowing, that perliaps some of those names he mentiouad were tlie names of
some of tlie other parties.

Question. Have you had any couA'crsation witli any of Brown's relatives upon the
subject?

Answer. Since the killing of Boyd ?
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Question. Either before or since.

Ansiver. Some years ago I heard the fairfily speak of Boyd.
Question. I mean now in regard to the killing of Boyd ; had you any conversation

with any of Brown's relatives either before or since the killing ofBoyd, in regard to it ?

Answer. No, sir.

"

Question. Had Boyd left there immediately after his respite by the governor?
Ansiim: That is iny impression, but I am not positive on that point.

Question. That would be about 1856 or 1857 ?

Answc7: I will not be positive on that subject ; my impression is that he left very soon
after he served out his time.

Question. In what year did he come back ?

Ansicer. The latter part of 1867, I think.
question. And he lived there from 1867, till March, 1870 ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had there been any attempt upon his life, or to do him any injury, by any
of i3rown's relatives, in the time fi-om 1867 to 1870 ?

Answa: None that I ever heai'd of.

Question. Is it your belief, then, that vengeance for Brown's death was any part of
the motive that led to the killing of Boyd ?

Answer. That, in connection with the charge which he made publicly that certain

men were connected with the hanging of Sam Colvin; I believe that was the cause.
Question. Did you get the names of the men charged with that?
Answer. I do not know them.
Question. How do you connect the two cases ?

Answer. It was simply a matter of belief on the part of the people.
Questioit. Is that your belief?

Ansicer. That is my belief.

Question. That the threat which he made of bringing those persons to justice for the
killing of Colvin was the cause of his being killed ?

Answei: Tliat was the immediate cause of his killing, in my judgment. I will state,

however, to the committee that Mr. Boyd was very obnoxious generally ; was regarded
by our people more in the light of a persecutor than a prosecutor in his office; he was
obnoxious generally to our people.

Question. Do you mean that he prosecuted too vigorously?
•Answer. I do not mean that. I mean that he prosecuted with more of venom than of

firmness. He was not a man of great capacity ; he was of very small capacity, but of
very strong feelings and prejudices.

Question. Were any means takdn before the grand jury met to ascertain who were
the persons engaged in killing Boyd ? •

Ansive^'. Well, many inquiries were made ; no legal proceedings were instituted, for

the reason, I presume, that no one knew where or how to begin ; there was no such
information, so far as I know, as to be acted upon for an investigation.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. The grand jury inquired into it?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. How long was that after the killing?
Answer. It was about a month or so.

Question. Did the sheriff offer any reward for the arrest of the jiersous ?

Answei: I do not remember whether he did or not.

Question. Did you understand that he was present and saw the persons ?

Ansicer. I understood the sheriff was there, at least very soon after the killing;
indeed he told me so himself, when I was conversing with him upon the subject.

Question. Did he make any effort to raise any posse and to pursue them f

Ansiner. He told me that he did not, for the reason that it was at too late an hour of
the night ; there were very few persons on the street ; the number of disguised men
were said to be about twenty-five ; and with the few who were on the street he could
not possibly have made an arrest, if ho had made an effort, and therefore he did not try.

Our town is scattered over a considerable space of ground ; the people live some dis-

tance ai>art, and at that hour of the night it would have been a very difficult matter
certainly to have arrested them before they could get away ; indeed they could not
have done it at all.

Question. Would the people have responded to a call of the sheriff if he had made it ?

Answei: They would.
Question. Was anj- effort made the next day to ai'rest them ?

Answer. None that I know of ; and for the very good reason that nobody knew where,
or when, or whom to arrest.

Question. And no effort was made to follow the offenders ?
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Avstcer. Noue from the town of Eutaw, that I know of.

Question. Were you present at the meeting In October last at which the riot was said

to have occurred ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Please go on and give to the committee in detail, without further question,

your history of that occurrence as you saw it ?

Ansicer. Both parties, the democratic and the republican parties, had announced
meetings for that day ; their notices were stuck np, informing the puldic of that fact.

On the morning of the 25th of October some gentlemen, authorized by the republican

party, addressed a note to the president of the democratic council of that county, propos-

ing a joint discussion. Our council was called together to i^ass upon the propriety of a
joint discussion ; and we agreed not to hold a discussion, and so notified them, for the

reason, in the first place, that we did not consider there was anything to be discussed

;

and in the next place, for the purpose of avoiding even the iirobability or the possi bility

of a difficulty, if it could be avoided ; those were our reasous. I was one of the commit-
tee which'was instructed to inform the committee of the republican party of that fact,

and the note is in their hands. We addressed them just such a note as we were in-

structed to address them by the democratic council ; Major Pierce and myself. After

we declined the discussion the democratic party immediately assembled their meeting

on the north side of the court-house square.

Question. The discussion was declined before either party had commenced their

meetings ?

Ansioer. The democratic meeting was called together just about the time that we
declined to enter into a joint discussion. The meeting on our side, the democratic

side, passed over very quietly. After the meeting had closed

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Right there state how long the democratic meeting lasted, and how many
speeches were made ?

Anstoer. I think there were three si)eeches made, and, I suppose, it lasted about two
hours.

By Mr. Ste\t^:xson :

Question. Did you go right on with your meeting after the council resolved not to

discuss ; did you proceed to organize ?

Ansiver. Y(!S, sir.

Question. Simultaneously with sending the notice ?

Answer. "Yes, sir
;
and when we returned, our meeting had assembled and one of the

speakers was on the stand. After our meeting closed, several of our young men,
young men from the democratic side of the square, went around to the republican

meetiug. Scuator Warner and Governor Parsons made speeches. During Governor
Parsons's si)eech the noise became a little louder than we thought it ought to be.

There was simply a fusillade of questions going on ; and one of our old citizens came
to my oflice and'asked me to walk around with him and see if there was any prospect

of trouble, and to aid in stopping it. The sherilY also asked me to do so. We went
around there and saw one or two young men who had been drinking. We rook them
away and carried them to my office. Governor I'arsous concluded his speech, and at

the conclusion of his speech Major Hays attempted to speak, or got upon tlie stand
;

Avhether his intention was to speak or not, I do not know ; I have understood since

that he did not intend to speak ; but he got up on the stand. Just at that time there

was a colored man who was a democrat trying to get np on the stand also to speak.

He was among his colored friends, and, I supi)ose he thought he had as nuu-h right to

speak there as anylKnly else. During the rush for him to get up on tlus stand, and
jnnnediately after I^Iajor Hays got ujion the stand, there was a rush from the crowd of

colored peoyile in front, (there were about a thousand there,) and in the rush he waa
either i)ul](d off or he fell off the stand ; I do not know which for I did not see him.

Question. Who was pulled otf ?

Answer. It wns said that Major Hays was either pulled off or fell off the stand. I did

not see it, and I do not know it, for I was noti in a position to see it. .Just before that

occurred, however. Major J.G.Pierce, knowing that Major Hays was extremely ob-

noxious to our peojjle there, as he is, and wo think deservedly so, went up to Governor
Parsons and requested him to try and persuade Mr; Hays not to speak, for he feared

it might lead to trouble. Just at that time, when he was talking to Governor Parsons

on the sul)ject, and Major Hays was upon the stand, Major Pierce was shot at from his

rear by a negro in the crowd to his rear ; he was shot through his pants, and then the

firing became general.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were you in a position to see that?
Answer. I saw the smoke from the pistol. I did not see the man who shot it, but it

was in the crowd of colored people very near the main entrance, or door which goes
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into the main entrance of the court-house building, just to the right of the door.

Then, of course, the filling became general. There was firing from our side, and after

a little, after the immediate stampede was over, thex-e was firing back from the colored

side. The Federal troops were then called on. They came into town, and being seen

by the negroes and the white people, too, the difficulty was over, soon stopped, almost
instantly.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was the smoke from this pistol you speak of from that part of the crowd
composed entirely of negroes, or was it a mixed crowd, white and black?

Ausicer. There were no white people at that point at all; the white people were in tbe

door of the court-house, and in the clerk's office. The clerk's office was immediately
behind where the stand was placed.

By Mr. Beck :

QmstioH. Tbafc was the first fire?

Ansu'er. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where were you at that time ?

Answer. I was in the clerk's office. I had gone there at the reqnest of Mr. Kirksey, a
good citizen of the place, and soon after I got in the office the pistol was fired.

Question. You say it was fired at Major Pierce when he was in the act of speaking to

Governor Parsons ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; with a view to persuading Mr. Hays not to s^ieak.

Question. Where was Hays at that time ?

. Ansu-er. tl e was in a place where I could not see him very well. I understand from
Major Pierce that he was on the stand, had just got on it, I believe.

Question. Was Hays called for by any iierson in the crowd before he got upon the
table occupied as a stand ?

Answer. Not that I remember.
Question. Were you there at the close of Governor Parson's address ?

Answer. 1 got there just as he closed.

Question. And went immediately into the circuit clerk's office ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were quite a number of white men there. •

Question. How many ?

Answer. A good many ; I snjipose there were ten in the clerk's office.

Question. Were they armed ? •

Answer. I did not examine them ; I suppose some of them were.
Question. Did you not see whether they were or not ?

Ansiver. I think I saw one pistol.

Question. Were those white men in the clerk's office men who had come from the
meeting on the other side of the court-house ?

Answer. I do not remember whether they were at the other meeting or not. Tlie man
I saw have a pistol was drinking, and was just exhibiting the weapon there, as we fre-

quently see drunken meu do on public occasions.

Question. Which meeting was called first f

Answer. My recollection is that the republican meeting was called first.

Question. And the democratic meeting was called for the same day ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And at the same place ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I v/ish to state, however, in that connection, that the calling of
the democratic meeting had no reference to the republican meeting. We desired that
Mr. Lindsay, who was then our candidate for governor, General (Jlanton, and others,

should address our people. It was a short time before the election, and in a meeting
of the council, or of the executive committee and other advising friends of the party,
we agreed npou that day for our meeting. I was a member, and present myself; we
agreed upon that day without any reference to the other meeting at all.

Question. With a knowledge that that meeting had been called for that day ?

Answer. So tar as I am concerned i^ersonally, I do not remember whether I had any
[knowledge of it or not: I presume, however, we did.

Question. Tire handbills announcing the meeting were up in the court-house, were
they not '?

Ansiver. I understand they were.
Question. Did you not see them ?

Answer. Not prior to putting up ours ; I did not see any.
Question. You think you had knowledge of the fact?
Answer. I think the meeting was called before ours.

Question. Did not a large number of peojile come there armed that day?
Answer. I do not know.
Question, What is j our impression ?
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Ansicer. That a great many had pistols ; and I Trill state another fact, that I know
that a large number of negroes came armed with donhle-barreled guns and pistols on
the same day.

QnesHon. On the same day?
Answer. Yes, sir ; and my information from some of them was, that they were or-

dered to go there armed.

By Sir. Blair :

Question. Is it not the general custom of people in that country, in coming to the
towns from the country, to carry arms with them ?

Answer. They very frequently do.

By the Ciiatrmax :

QuesUon. Is it your belief that the persons at both meetings who were armed were
there merely following the general custom, or was there a design in arming?

Answer. So far as the democratic party was concerned, there was no design to bring
about a difiiculty ; I know personally there was not. And I know every effort was
made that day by the quiet men of the community, and by the leaders of the dem-
ocratic party of that county, to prevent any disturbance whatever.

Qiicsllon. At whose instance did the colored man endeavor to get on the stand, of
whom you spoke ?

Answer. At whose instance ?

Question. AVas he called for by anybf)dy ?

Answer. I understand— I do not know that it is the fact—that there was a young man
there, I think he was a Georgian, who had been stopping there, and who had been on
the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad; he had been drinking on that occasion, and
seemed to be the i^rincipal mau managing this colored man, tiying to get him upon
the stand.

Question. Was he a democrat ?

Answer. I do not know that; I presume he is, as pretty much all the white men there
are.

Question. Had you been consulted about the colored man's speaking?
Answer. Had I been consulted ?

Question. Yes.
Answer. I h^d not ; I had no commiuiication frorii the republican party but the one

about the meeting.
Question. I imderstand you to say that a colored man was trying to get upon the

stand ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had you been consulted upon that subject, or did j'ou receive any informa-
tion about it f

Answer. No, sir; the only advice I over gave in that democratic council, of which I

was a member, was that our people should stay away from there, and not interfere

with the meeting at all. We used every effort that we could to get our young men
away from there. The reason I was tliere was to prevent any ditificalty.

Question. Do you locate the origin of the difficulty in the effort of this colored man to

get upon the stand ?

Answer. I state the fact ; I do not attribute it to any particular cause. At that time
this colored man, in the hands of Reynolds, who was a Georgian, made an effort to get
upon the stand as Mr. Hays was trying to get upon it. There was a general rushing or

presshig together of the colored people in front to get toward the stand. Tiiere was
considerable excitement produced at that time ; Mr. Hays wjis either pulled from or
fell from the stand.

Question. This Reynolds was a Georgian ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; came from Georgia down to the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad,

and for a short time had been living in and around Eutaw.
Question. Is he the same Reynolds who has been identilied as having been engaged in

the troubles at Meridian ?

Ansirer. The same man; an irresponsible man.

By Mr. Stkvexson :

Question. How long has he been about Eiitaw ?

Answer. About three, or four, or five months altogether, and on the railroad.

Question. How long before that time?
Answer. Perhaps two months before tlie diOiculty ; he left tljere some time since.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were any colored men wounded at that riot ?

Answei: Yes, sir.

Question. Any white men ?
,

Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. How many of eacli ?

Anm-er. Two wliite men were wounded ; I do not know how many colored men were
wounded; I have heard of as many as ten, but I do not know how many.

Question. Had you anything to do with the preparation of the account that was pub-

lished in the Eutaw Whig afterward ?

Answer. Nothing.
Question. Did you read it?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Does that give a correct account of the number of men who were wounded
on that day ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think it is exaggerated.
Question. How many were wounded there, or did yon make such investigation as to

satisfy you on that point ?

Answer. I inquired of physicians who generally attended them, and from the best

knowledge I could get, I am satisfied there were not over fifteen or twenty, at the out
side.

Question. Did any of them die from their wounds ?

Answer. No, sir ; not one.

Question. You say, then, that there was no design on the ]5art of anybody to bring
about a difficulty on that day, but, on the contrarj-, your design was to avoid one ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir: the design expressed and felt by us all was to prevent any trouble
whatever.

Question. Had you no apprehension of trouble from calling the two meetings on the

same day ?

Ansivcr. Well, sir, I do not know that we had, except in the excited state of the pub-
lic mind. Our impression about the matter was that the best way to prevent a diffi-

culty was to have our meeting in a different part of the town nud apart from the
republican meeting, and we endeavored to hold all of the democrats, the young men
particularly, away from there, and keep them at our own meeting and apart from the

others. Om- peoxde, the white people, are not exactly satisfied with the condition of

things there, and we thought it was best to keep them apart.

Question. Did you think the best way to do that was to call the two meetings on the

same day ?

Answer. I do not know that there is any more reason for supposing—indeed, I do not

think there would be any less probability of a difficulty with a republican meeting
called in Eutaw alone than there would be to have two meetings iu different parts of

the town, and an effort made to keej) them apart ; I think there would be more reason

for difficulty.

Question. Why did you not keep them in different parts of the town?
Answer. We did ; we called ours together first, and on the north side of the court-

house ; they had a right to hold their meeting where they pleased.

Question. The two meetings were held with only the court-house between them?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you not advertise for that meeting as siieakers gentlemen who you
knew could not be there on that day ?

Answer. No, sir; we did not.

Question. Were thej- not engaged elsewhere on that day ?

Ansicer. We have understood since that they were.
Question. Did you not advertise them without knowing that they could be there ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You did not know whether they could be there ?

Answer. We knew they were to be at different places during the campaign.
Question. Did you not advertise them before you knew whether they could be there

or not ?

Answerf We did as is sometimes done; we advertised the meeting without knowing
whether we could get all the speakers there.

Question. As a matter of fact, no one you did advertise was there?
Answer. None from abroad.
Question. Have you any knowledge of the whipping of Mr. Cockrell, a member of the

bar of your town ?

Answer. From hearsay I have.
Question. Had that any connection with his being a witness in the case at Mobile ?

Answer. I do not know. A young man by the name of Waddell, from Marion, Perry
County, Alabama, and this same young man, Reynolds, I have been speaking of, went
upon the boat as he came up from Mobile, as we are informed, aud whipped him.

Question. Have you any information, from Reynolds or auy one else, as to whether the
whipping was inflicted upon him because of his having gone to Mobile as a witness ?

Answer. I have never seen Reynolds since ; he was indicted for the offense, and has
left the State.

Question. WTiat was Mr. Cockrell whipped for, according to your information?
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Ansicer. My iufor;nation is that they went upon the boat and inquired for Mr. Cock-
rell, this yoimg man from Perry County.

Question. He'inqxiired for him ?

Answer. He inquired for Mr. Cockrell, asked \yhere he was; his room was pointed
out by some one, and Waddell went there and commenced beating him, and after the
difficulty had progressed somewhat Reyuohls struck him with a jjistol on the back of
the head. I have heard since the difficulty that he was told by young Waddell that it

was because he went to Mobile as a witness. But I wish to state here that it was a
matter which our people universally regretted—a thing for which we Avanted the
l^arties indicted, and for which they were indicted. We all discountenanced it, and
regret it as much as any people can. It was not done by the consent, approbation, or

authority of anybody. But we heartily wish to-day that they both may be punished,
severely punished, for the act.

Question. What connection had Waddell with that case?
Answer. None in the world. He had gone over to bring the corpse of a young man

who had died at Marion.
Question. Where was he from ?

A7isu-er. Perry County.
Qi(es^(OH. He was in company with Reynolds?
AnsU'Cr. Yes, sir.

Question. Was Reynolds one of the defendants in the case at Mobile ?

Answer. No, sir ; not that I know of.

Question. Is he the same Reynolds who tried to get the colored man to .speak on the
day of the meeting at Eutaw ?

Ansivcr. He was.
Question. And the same Reynolds who was identified as having been at Meridian ?

Answer. The same.
Question. He never was indicted at Mobile ?

Anstvcr. No, sir ; he is not a defendant in the case at Mobile, but he is indicted for

the assault upon Mr. Cockrell, in the supreme court in Greene County.
Question. My impression is that some one has stated that he was indicted at Mobile.

Answer. That is a mistake, I think ; if so, I have never been informed of the fact.

Question. Has any other reason been assigned for beating Mr. Cockrell than that he
was a witness in that trial ?

Answer. I have heard of no other; but I do not know of my own knowledge that
that was the cause, though I have heard it stated that it was so stated by this young
Waddell.

Question. Is Mr. Cockrell a member of the bar ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. A respectable member of the bar ?

Answer. He has not a very higli standing as a member of the bar.

Question. Is he a man of respectable habits and character ?

Ansicer. He has been
;
yes, sir, tolerably.

Question. Is lie a republican?
Anm-er. He has passed for a moderate republican some year or two.

Question. These otlier men who are charged with whipping him are democrats?
Answer. Not that I know of. I do not know what the politics of Waddell is, or of

Reynolds. Oi;e thing I do know, that Reynolds is a man our people would be very
glad to get rid of, and we neitlier know nor care what are his ]iolitics.

Question. Do you understand that either Waddell or Reynolds is a republican ?

Answer. No, sir; I do not know wliat they are.

Question. Have not these difficulties, lamentable as the fact may be, assumed alto-

gether a political character?
Answer. I think not. I have no doubt that excitement in politics has had something

to do with trouble there. But most of the nmrders, most of the whippiugs, most
of the difficulties that have happened there, have grown out of personal matters, not

connected with politics at all. For instance, there was a man in the neighborhood of

Union, by the name of Wilson—no, the first man kilk'd in Greene County, that I

naueniber, was a negro man, wlio was castrated and lunig to a tree by some men,
because he committed a rape upon a respectable white lady there.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was that Nelson Harris?

Ansiver. That is the name ; he counnitted a rape upon a lady and was killed for it.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was there any investigation to show that he was guilty?

Answer. He was caught in the act, so I understood, and identified by the lady

afterward.
Question. Did they take him and hang him when he was caught in the act f
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Answer. No, sir ; lie was not taken then ; only a young man, or boy, who was not able
to arrest him, saw him, and notified some of the neighbors and friends of that lady, and
I suppose they caught him.

Question. How long afterward was he hung ?

Avsivcr. About the next day; he made an effort to get away, and was pursued and
caught.

Question. Thatis one case you refer to?
Answer. That is one case.

Question. In what connty ?

Answer. In Greene County. Then there is the case of Sam Colviu, to which I have
referred.

Question. Those were not disguised men who hung Harris ?

Ans}oer. No, sir. Sam Caldwell was said to have been connected with the murder of
Snoddy, and that was the cause of his being hung.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What was the public impression and the fact in regard to the conduct of
Boyd in being very active, or otherwise, in ferreting out the persons that killed Snoddy ?

Ansioer. He was not very active.

Question. Was that the pnblic impression there, that he was rather lax?
AnsuHir. Yes, sir; indeed, be had nothing to do with it, or did not take any part in it

;

counsel were employed ; I defended the negro myself.
Question. When Sam Colvin was dealt with, was Boyd particularly active in trying

to get up a prosecution against those who did that ?

Ansivei: It was never investigated, for the reason that Mr. Boyd was killed very
shortly after Colvin was hung. There have been no arrests, and no investigation
brought about.

Question. Did j'^ou state that the public impression and public idea was that he had
made some indiscreet declarations in regard to prosecuting those men ?

Answer. It was said there that he perhaps stated to one or two persons that he knew
the parties ; I think that one said ho u-ent so far as to name the parties, though I never
heard the names. He said he knew the persons Avho had hung old miin Sam Colvin,
and he intended to keep the jury in session six months but he would get them indicted.

Question. So the people contrasted his mauifestation of interest in regard to that as
compared with his laxity in regard to the other ?

Answer. I do not think there was anything of that kind ; there was no anger against
his energy. But the particular parties whom it was thought he accused of that crime
were mad with him because he made that accusation, and it was thought that was the
reason he was killed.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was it assumed that his politics had anything to do with his being killed?
Answer. None in the world. Mr. Boyd had lived there from the time he took posses-

sion of the office up to that day. No person had ever interfered with him, had ever
insulted him so far as I know. His politics had nothing to do with it, in my judgment,
and in the jndgment of our people generally.

By the Chairman:
Question. There has been some confusion in regard to the time that the murder of

Boyd occurred. My recollection is that some witness has stated that it was during the
sitting of the court, but Chancellor Clark says to-day that it was during the sitting of
some ecclesiastic court there, or some ecclesiastic body.

Ansicer. It was during the session of the x)resbytcry.

Question. I think that some witness has stated that it was dui'ing the session of
the court.

Answer. That is a mistake ; I was absent at the time, and I would have been there
had the court been in session.

By Mr. Stevenson:

Question. Was the court aijont to sit ?

Answer. This was about the 1st of April, and I think the court assembled about the
last week of A^jril or the first week of May. Our court assembles the fifth Monday after

the fourth Monday in March and September. Boyd was killed about the Ist of April,

and our court assembled either the last week in April, or the first week in May.
Question. It was about, the time that lawyers begin to prepare their business for the

approaching court?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did you hear of a man named Guilford Coleman inj^jired in that county ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

18
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Question. Was that ti'aceable to a private qnarrel, or was it done by a band of dis«

guised men ?

Ansurr. I do not know; I do not tliink I ever did know liow Coleman was injured.
Question. Was lie murdered ?

Answer. It was supposed he was.
Question. Was his body found ?

Answer. Not that I haye over heard of; if it ever has been I do not know it.

Question. Was it the impression that he was murdered ?

Answer. That is the impression, that he was lulled.

Question. For what cause ?

Ansiter. There have been some causes stated ; I do not know anything of their relia-

bility at all ; in fact I do not know what the cause was ; I do not think anybody else

does.
Question. Was he a republican ?

Answer. I suppose he was ; I think so ; he was a very good old negro, though, and
he was not a noisy man in politics, any way.

Question. He was a man of good character for a colored man ?

Ansicer. A man of very good character, yes, sir.

Question. Do you know of the case of Mr. Hill, a preacher?
Anawer. Yes, sir; that happened a great while ago, along time ago.

Question. Within the last two years ?

Ansicer. I think it was about the first of 1868.

Question. Was lie not whipped by men in disguise ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; not at all.

Question. What was that case '?

Ansicer. He was struck in the head, right in the middle of the street, in broad day,
open day time.

Question. Was he compelled to leave the county and the State ?

Answer. Not compelled, but he did leave.

Question. What was the cause of the attack on him?
Answer. I do not know ; I cannot tell you.
Question. Was he teaching colored school at the time ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there any other cause than that for it?

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; 1 thiuk I know the immediate cause of the difficulty. He had been
buying some wood from tlic young man who struck him, young Pettigrcw, and lie

would not i)ay him ibr it; Pettigrew told him if he did not pay him for it he would
whip him; and I think he whipped him because he would not pay hiui for his wood.

Question. It is your impression that that was the origin of the difficulty?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is what I have heard, and I am satisfied that was the origin of
it. SoHio young men were taken up and i)unished and sent to the Dry Tortugas lor a
riot; they were pardoned afterwards, however.

Question. That was during the time the State was under military government?
Answer. Yes, sir ; they were tried before a military connuission.

Question. I nutlerstand you to say, then, that j'ou do not believe there ever was an
organization of Ku-Klux?

Anmcer. There never was in my section of the State that I know of; I do not think
80. I think that young meu have sometimes committed outrages, but they have grown
out of immediate circumstances around them : they did it without any general organ-
ization, and with reference to particular offenses and particular excitements ; that is my
impression.

Question. How do you account for their riding in disguise and having the same dis-

guises in difierent parts of the country ?

Ansicer. I do not know that they do ; I never saw a disguised man in all my life.

Question. Never saw any of them ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Have you not had sufficient information from the public jiress to state

whether they do ride disguised in llw same way in difierent parts of the country?
Ansicer. 1 have information from the prints that they ride in disguise in different

parts of the country ; but I do not know that I have information that tliey ride in the
isame disguises.

Question. Have you any information on that subject so as to express an opinion
whether they are of the same organization ?

Ansicer. My opinion is that no such organization exists at all.

QueMion. Nowhere?
Answer. Nowhere in our State, and particularly in our section of tho State.

Question. Have you ever heard their disguises described?
Ansicer. I do not think I have ; I have sometiin<-s heard of their riding with white

gowns and sometimes Wack gowus ; I have heard that as a matter of rumor.
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Question. Did you hear how the men were disguised who rode into Eutaw and mur-

dered Boyd at the Cleveland House ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard that they had different disguises. Some had hats of

pecuhar shape. As to the particular color of their masks, I do not know that I heard

especially. Some had shorter and some had longer gowns.

Question. Some had high hats on their heads ?

Answei: One of them.
Question. Any horns or such ornaments on their hats ?

Anstver. I think one of them was said to have something like that.

Question. Any masks on their faces so as to conceal them?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. With loose gowns over their persons ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qtiestion. That was the way the disguise was descrihed to you?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

^ ^ . . ,

Question. Have you seen any description similar to that of Ku-Klux in difierent por-

tions of the country ?

Answer. I do not remember that I have seen any particular description of Ku-Klux
disguise at all.

Question. Nowhere?
Answei: No, sir; I have seen the fact stated that meu rode around i'^ouuty :; hut

as to the peculiar shape and style of their clothing, I do not thir'-

descriptiou ; if so, I do not remember it.
, . ,

Question. Have you never asked this man Eeynolds whether '«^oujir dis^.^^,

Ku-Klux organization ? ^" ^'^'^ ^ "ave t,een au
^^^

Answer. No, sir ; I never had anything to do with ^ ,^-^

ever spoke to him half a dozen times in my life yourselt -
>
as a member of the

"

Question. Is it the impression there thj^'^^e^if^e.-
5i.'eyno]tis .7,7^

ever it may be? .^ha\^' '

' ^^* ^"«^^ that I
Answer. I do not know whether-^ "^ ^as a member of the or

young man ; that he is one we
'jg ^j. ;

ganization, what-
Qutsiion. Have you uever^t to get rid of

'^Pi-ession is that h^ ,•

Answer. I do not knov^ard that he Vas .?i ,

' "" ^^^'^ »>ad
Question. You neverat I ever did. ^ '"^^^^^ «f tlie orgauizat.v ,

to this orgamzatior^ any conversation with o

-^izatiou ?

Answer. I never ate v^er it may be ?
^ ^^ «»e you suspecte.7 .f 1 ,

conld give me a-iuj conversation with o
^^ ^eIongin<,

Question. Didormation of this or^fnl^^^ ""*" ^^ ^'jNlife th.f t ,

Answer. I sx-ver make the inqu'rf
f'^^^^"- \ ' '* ^ ^'^^^^ of. who

Ku-Klus
;
ha' ^l^e other citizens r ha,.„ . \

people have «een any; I suppose IW '"^an'i-ed of peo)\ ,-. ,,
Question. ^ ^ "^ ^ ^^^« "'ade those geLrllVf ^^'^^ ^'"ew any

tiok? "-^"^^^^^een one who was eh ,
V"-^«« lii^e othef

Answer. ,

"" '' ^' ^^^^'Setl with belonoinX ,,
Questior. ^^'^e. » e ^the orgaaiza-

organizat^^'^^- talked with anyone who w.« ,

'

Anstver
,

•
"'^ ^^as charged with be] V-

heloi> ^« '" tl^at account th. , .•
''"" *°"^ t^^« t^ ^^'^ ^^

^^'^''^ni^ation ? *
*^^ testimony of a witness wI,o . ^

Q^e^^e so.
'"^'^ ^ ^o professed to hav,

J»/?"*r^^^«ad that article?

^•^r, 1 do not.
* ^'^'"^^ t^e organization

:^ ~:::::r "°"'----»- --. . ,,^

s> -.—- -"ss^t'feis Eifr

per-
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By Mr. Poland :

Question. Where do the relatives of this man Browu live, the man whom Boyd

killed some fifteen years ago ?

Answer. Near Union, Greene County.

Question. How far from Eutaw ?

Answer. About ten miles.

Question. In which direction ?

Answer: North. ^
-• xi »

Queslion. Had he a large circle of relatives—a great many ot them T

^wsH-er. No, sir; I think not a great many.
, xu . t> -i i

•
i

Question. You do not know, from any thing you have ever heard, that Boyd claimed

to have any evidence against them in connection with the death of Colvin ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know of my own knowledge ; that was a mere matter ot

general supposition.
. , . ^ , xi ^ -i.

Question. You say that you understood that Boyd claimed and stated, so that it was

known, that he had some information as to who the parties were who hung Colvin ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I did. _-,-,. i x i
• i

Question. Was it generally known who it was that Boyd claimed to have evidence

against? „ , ^ -x •

^An8m""-i>iS>^8iv; I have never known; it was not generally known ;
I suppose it is

not>^"*'n,,egy',„-,'?pt, perhaps, to the one he told it to.
t> i i i ^^

"
o.^aimtT ''-ere was no general information as to whom Boyd had evidence

Answer. No jren ^ x-
n„«c.y;„., tj *' formation ; no, sir.

i-^f/rf-Tf*"',•> ^e known that he had evidence against somebody?
-^nsiier. Let it be knowu .-.vrsons, so I understand.
fjfuestion. You do not understan<u+lifu.e was any general rumor in the community

as to whom Boyd had evidence affainst ^
Ansicer. No, .sir.

Question. But your idea is that in consennerf.liis letting it be known that ho

ShV '"''" information against somSy, ^^ ^^'^^ *^"* '''^''^ ^^^ *° ^^'

Answe>'. That was generally believed.
Question. \nn say the grand jury renorted in ih^ ^ x x, far as they could get

any mlormation about it" the per.4nrSkiJJedBc,wr* ^^'-^^/'^other county ?

Answer. Yes, sir
; thafrwas their report

^'^*'*'^"y<i came froi.

QMestion. Do you btr^eve that to be true ?
Answei: At least *ii'it thev tr-w,.,! <i x'

Question. Bo yo^^elieve t\at hat bS of men'w^ '71^^'^ „ "o«^o f^'O"^ '-^'

other county ? ^i,
*^^ "^ ^""^u who killed Boyd d:

Answer. I h^„. no reason to say that a "-rand inr^ ^ .
'ties, made a

'^"
' ^-'^- "^ -*'""' ""^^ performing their

"tiou of the
ew to inipoacli tlioc from au-
'n-ho killed Boyd t

Ansrcf; ';"" ^^e information which I h-.v« n i i, x
'

^rt of the
g'-^/''>. 'p-I<-""^«'npenedtoacce thei^c^^^^^^ V'''"'' '« t'i« re case.

Shm4 :?''}' jy y«» took some pains toinnnrf- "!/-^^ *™« *^*='t« of lin ycur-

out^'b'f i.;,t V '
^''^'^'

Y"*^
^ ^ ^^" "''" "^^^"'-''' t« asce

• -x;... '"• K'S, Sir: I lIl:lfl/> snm« ; • •

'"'Si^rZ'
'

™ '"""'°" '^ ""' '"" """ "^» '^i"«' B„,., „a4
'

f,:;. tV- ^^^"^'"'^"'^•'^sed upon the renortnfti. . -t^"

<>«e«<io„. You had occasion to look into the case to b ^'""^^me case, to learn somethiug about the t
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of Colvin. Now, have you any reason to believe tliat any body of men up in Pickens
County were the men who killed Suoddy, or killed Colvin, or had anything to do
with it ?

Ansiccr. No, sir; the two negroes I defended killed Snoddy.
Quesii&n. If it be true that Boyd was killed by a number of men from Pickens County,

what does the story about Brown and about Colvin have to do with it ?

Answer. It has just this to do with it—do you mean Avith the killing of Boyd?
Question. If Boyd was killed by a body of men who came from Pickens County, what

motive could they have had, growing out of the killing of Brown, a great many years
ago, or the more recent kilHug of Colvin "?

Answer. No connection in the world except the general impression, as I stated, that
the killing of young Brown, years before, by Boyd, was supposed by the people, gen-
erally, to be the main cause that led to the death of Mr. Boyd ?

Question. Had Brown any relatives up in Pickens County ?

Ansiver. I do not know whether he had or not; I cannot tell.

Question. You never heard of any ?

Answei: I never heard that he had or had not; I never heard anything on the sub-
ject.

Question. Well, all the relatives you know anything about that he has are in your
county?
Answer. Yes, sir; all the relatives he has, that I know, live in Greene County
Question. In which direction is Pickens County from you ?

Ansicer. North.
Question. How far is it from your town to the line of Pickens County ?

Anstva: I suppose about fifteen or sixteen miles
;
perhaps more: I do not know the

exact distance.
Question. Have you ever made any calculation yourself as to how many persons have

been killed by violence, by unlawful violence, within the last three years, in your
county ?

Answer. I presume I have heard of every death that has occurred there, but I have
not kept such an account of them as would enable me to give you correctly, perhaps,
the number of deaths that have occurred in that time.

Question. Have you such an idea about it that you can state, with any degree of
definiteness, how many men have been killed in your county by unlawful violence
within the last three years ?

Ansiver. I will give the names of all that I now remember, if you wish that. Nelson
Harris was the tirst one that I know of; then Samuel Snoddy, Henry Miller, Sum
Colvin, James Carpenter, John Carpenter, Guilford Coleman, and Mr. Boyd; those are
all that I can remember at this time.

Question. Has anybody ever been punished for killing any one of these men ?

Answer. The person who killed John Carpenter has been indicted, and lias been tried
once, but there was a mistrial; the case is now pending. A brother of Mr. Carpenter
was killed, it was supposed, for his money, but his murderer has never been found
out. They were both very clever gentlemen and good men.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Who was susposed to have killed Carpenter ?

Answer. The one killed for his money ?

Question. No, sir ; the other.

Answer. The other was killed by a man named William T. Eatman. The other Car-
penter was supposed to have been killed by a colored man, who has left the country

—

the one killed for his money.

By Mr. Poland :

Question. Snoddy was supjiosed to have been killed for his money?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. It was understood that his body was rifled of some money that he had in
his possession ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is this man who was indicted for killing one of the Carpenters the only per-
son who has been indicted for any killing in yoiu" county?
Answer. I was thinking; the two negroes who killed Suoddy were indicted; and

they are all that I now remember who have been prosecuted for these offenses. The
others, however, have not been prosecuted for the reason that they have not been
found out.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. There was a Mr. Miller, who formerly held the office of probate judge in
your county?

Anstver, Yes. sir.
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Question. It seems be was obstructed in taking bis office ; do you know anytbing
about tbe circumstances of that case ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I know all about it. At the election in February, 1868,

Mr. Miller was elected probate judge, at least be received a majority of tbe votes cast

at that election in Greene County for probate judge. Jndge Oliver, tbe incumbent of

the iirobate office, contended' that be was tbe legal occupant of the place, ami desired

to contest tbe matter legally as to whether Judge Miller or himself was the proper in-

cumbent of that office. Judge Oliver came to advise with our firm, Morgan and Jolly,

and we advised him that while we thought the law would authorize him to hold on to

tbe place, yet we were satisfied he would be compelled to give it up. He contended,
however, that he onght not to give it up, and he informed Judge Miller that be would
not, unless be was piit out of bis office by legal means. He did not propose any vio-

lent resistance to Judge INIiller taking possession of tbe office, but simply to teat the
matter in the courts, as to who was tbe proper incumbent of that office ; at least that
was the only advice we gave him, and I presume that was the advice be acted upon.
A few days after Judge Oliver notified me of that, some Federal troops came down from
Tuscaloosa, I think it was, or some other locality, and turned Judge Oliver out, and
installed Judge Miller, giving possession of the place to Judge Miller. No resistance.

was made ; it was done in that way. Judge Oliver held on to the place simply because
be desired to have tbe matter legally decided as to whether Judge Miller or himself

was tbe proper occupant of tbe office.

Question. Miller says that be was told by Morgan and Jolly that he never could get
tbe office ?

Answer. We never told him any such thing ; at least I did not, and I am satisfied my
partner did not.

Question. On the contrary, it was your opinion that be would get it?

Answer. It was our opinion, and we so informed Judge Oliver, that while bis legal

right was to bold on to the office, we were sati!j|ied he would be compelled to yield it

:

that was our advice to him. No resistance whatever was made to Judge Miller taking
possession of the office ; he could have gone in without troops just as well as with troops,

and taken possessitm of tbe books and papers of the office.

Question. Speaking of the killing of Carpenter by Eatraan ; what was supposed to be
tbe ground of that homicide?

Answer. That was a personal difficulty between the parties ; they were both democrats
and neighbors; it grew out of some sale of corn, some difficulty between them as to tbe
quantity of corn.

Question. There was a man sjioken of by .Judge Miller, a Mr. Palmer?
An.m'er. Yes, sir; I did not name him, for it escaped my memory ; he was another

person killed. There was a young man, a stranger in Eutaw, who bad a difficulty with
some other young man, and threw a brick-bat at him. It missed tbe young man, and
struck Mr Palmer and killed bini ; Mr. Palmer was just coming out of the door, and the

brick-bat struck him in the bead and killed him. That was a personal difficulty; it

had no reference to politics at all, but was a mere druidieu spree or frolic, I suppose.
Question. Was that case examined judicially in any way?
Answer. A warrant was issued for the young man, but be fled; be was never over-

taken, and never arrested.

Question. Judge Miller testified to his having been assanlted by some person there;

do you know auythnig of that?
Answer. I only know from hearsay, for I was not at home on that occasion. This

8amc man Reynolds assaulted him, it was stated, audi have been informed that it was
on account of some statement that Judge Miller bad made about Reynolds to a man by
the name of Weaver. Reynolds attacked him in consequence of that statement to

Weaver; it was so stated, and I think Judgt; Miller himself told me so.

Question. Miller says that he is afraid to go to Eutaw, on account of that assault and
of threats that have been made against him ; do you know of the fact of bia having
been there recently?

Answer. Yes, sir; lie has been there once or twice during the present year. He is in

business in Mobil(>, and occasionally goes up there on business. Judge Miller expresses
himself very freely on any subject whenever be comes there. I have never seen him
manifest any alarm, or excitement, or fright, when he has come there, and that is the
only time I know of that be has been attacked in the town. I know of no reason why
he should be alarmed, and I am satisfied from bis conduct that be is not Jifraid to give-

free expression to liis sintiments there.

Question. You say he expresses himself freely; does he do so offensively?
Answer. He is a very extreme partisan, and exiiresses himself excitedly, and to somo

people bis manner is oll"ensiv{!, though it has never been ofiensive to me ; it is more
excited than ofiensive to me.

Question. Smith, who was tbe circuit clerk there, testified liefore the committee, and
eaid, among other things, that at the riot which has been described hero as the riot at
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Euta,w, he saw you iu tlie crowd, ami beard you exclaim, " Go in, boys—now is your
time ! " That is, about the time the bghting commenced.

Ansioer. That is false, sir, aud be knew it to be false wbeii he stated it. He knows
better than any man iu the world that I never said so. lie was close to me, and he
knows my effort was to stop any difficulty ; aud he knows that I aided great]}' in

stopping that whole difficulty. He knew when he stated that that I never made that

declaration ; be knows it.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. It is but fair to state that Smith says he did not see you, but heard a voico

which he wtis satisfied was your voice.

Answer. He saw me, and ho ought to have heard everything I said ; be knows from
seeing me aud bearing mc; he knows that I did not say it ; he knows tbiit I did not
say it.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. But on the contrary, be knows that you tried to stop the difilculty ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and that so fixi' as that portion of the difficulty is coucerued, I did

stop it ou the part of the white people.

Question. He also states that no persons have ever been convicted in Greene County
for whipjjing, &c.

Answer. That is untrne.
Question. Do you know of persons who have been convicted there ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know of a number of instances in the courts of that county of

persons I have myself got convicted—persons who have been convicted and tiucd

for assaults and batteries, and whippings of negroes. I have t'.vo cases pi'uiliug there

for lynching. I do not remember the exact character of the cases. A number of

parties have been convicted in the criminal court tJiere for whippings and scourgiugs;

I have defended some of them myself, aud some of them I have prosecuted ; they have
been convicted, lined, and puuished.

Question. He stated that the sheriff made no effort to arrest the parties who killed

Boyd ; how is that ?

Answer. The sheriff made no effort that night, for the reason that it was so late at night
that persons were all off at their different homes, and he could not get together a posse iu

time to make the arrest. Ho was alone when he went to the hotel, and of course he could
not undertake to arrest them. Aud before he could have assembled a posse the men
would have been gone, for they were there but a few minutes after tlie killing. He
made no effort to arrest them without a posse, for it would have been folly to do so ;

aud
he had not time at that hour of the night to summon a posse; at least that is what
the sheriff himself stated to me. He is a prompt and good officer, and discharges his

duties faithfully. He said that from the ffict that they left immediately, and i)ersons

were all at home aud in their beds aud asleep, he did not summon a posse aud did not
make any arrests.

Question. Could they have been arrested if it had beeu possible to have aroused the

people in time?
Ansicer. Yes, sir; if it had been in the daj'-time they would have been arrested.

Question. The people discountenance these outrages ?

Answer. Yes.

Question. How is it in regard to the jurors iu your county ; are the colored men will-

ing to serve on juries and do they serve on juries ?

Ansii-er. Yes, sir; they serve willingly, so far as I know; I never have heard of any
unwillingness on their part ; indeed there is rather an anxiety aud desire on their part
to serve.

Question. And do they serve?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Are all your juries mixed juries?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is generally tlie case; a pretty fair proportion of white and

black.
Question. Did you ever hear of any colore<l man summoned to serve on a jury who

refused to serve ou account of intimidation or threats?
Answer. No, sir; no such excuse was ever made iu the county in any court. I have

been present at all the courts, and I have seen them serve; I have known them to be
absent a few times, just as other jurors are, iiud in those cases forfeitures were taken.

But as to rendering any excuse of that sort, no such excuse was ever made.
Question. Smith, the clerk, has resigned his otiice?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He alleges that be did it on account of his being threatened and alarmed
Do you know anything iu regard to that?

Ansiver. No, sir; I never heard of Mr. Smith being threat(med ; I do not think I

ever did. At all events he staid there a great while iu perfect safely, aud no effort
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was ever mad^tohurt him. I have always had my doubts about his ever being threat-

ened at all. I have never seen a man Avho did threaten him, and I never heard a man's
name mentioned who threatened him at all. I do not believe he ever was threatened.

Question. What was the reason of his resigning, do you know ?

Anstrer. In my judgment the reason for his resigning his office a great deal
was said at the time he went to Mobile and made a statement similar to that which
you have given here in regard to him. Tliere was a very general expression on the
part of our people of discontent at that testimony, for they knew it was not true,

those that were there; and their feelings towards him were not pleasant or kind at all.

He was informed of that fact, and that it was in consequence of telling that which he
knew to be untrue, which everybody in the town knew to be untrue. That fact was
communicated to him, and he never came back. That was supposed to be the reason
why he left, on account of the general obnoxiousuess he was held in on the part of our
people, in consequence of his perjuring himself.

Question. It appears that at the last election in your State the vote was increased.

Do you know what was the cause of the general increase of the vote at the last elec-

tion?
Answer. In my county we made very great eflorts to achieve success for the demo-

cratic party. The negroes had become tired of their former leaders, expressed them-
selves so, quit them and openly voted for the democratic party, and desired to do so.

Mr. Hays has been the leader of the negroes in that county, indeed in the district, ever
since the war. He was before the war and during the war a very cruel master ; and
they disliked him for that, in the first place. Since the Avar he had hired numbers of

them and has generally given them a promise to pay, and has never paid them any-
thing. They were tired of him for that. And they got tired of their leaders generally
because they were of that character and class of men which even negroes do not like

to associate with ; and they quitted that party and associated themselves with re-

spectable people, and voted the democratic ticket.

Question. Is that the cause of Hays's unpopularity with the colored population ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; his false promises to them—his promi.se to pay them for their ser-

vices and not doing it ; that, in connection with his former cruelty to his slaves, which
was well known and well understood l)y all the colored people.

Question. What is the comparative condition of the country before and since the last

election ? Give the difference, if there is any, in the relations of kindness and friend-

ship that (!xist between the two races now.
Answer. The condition of the country is much better than before the election. The

negroes are much more contented and happy ; and the relations between the two races
nev(!r were better in the world before. The utmost kindness and good-feeling exist on
the part of both races toward each other. Indeed, the condition is very greatly im-
proved in every respect.

Question. There has l)een testimony given before the committee to the eifect that rad-

icals, or republicans, cannot express their opinion safely in that county. What is the
fact in regard to that jnatter ?

Answer. I am satisfied they can ; I think that is all a mistake. A trouble or two has
occurred there, but it has grown out of excitement i)rodiU'ed on the occasion by some
man who was very obnoxious. But people have gon<' theieand made fi]ieeches; repub-
licans hav(i made speeches there whenever they saw tit. .John C Keft'er has made
.speeches there ; and he is one of the most otFeusive men in the republican party in the
State to onr peo,ile ; I tliiidc he made two speeches. Mr.Warner has made speeches there

;

Governor Parsons has made speeches thei'c ; numbersofreimblicans have made speeches
there, and never have l)een interfered with. Mr. Hays, though, is not liked by our
people at all. While I think he can go there to-day and make a .speech without inter-

ruption, he is disliked to such an extent by all of us, by all of the people there, that
we would rather he would not speak there. But, in my judgment, he or any other
reimblican. or any man, can go there to-day and express his sentiments freely.

Question. It was stated that Hays d('clined to go to Mobile as a witness on account
of threats. Do you know anything as to his real motive in not going ?

Answer. I know the reasons he gave to me in a letter u liich I now have. He stated

that the reason he did not go was that he did not desire any prosecution to be carried

on against those gentlemen ; he thought it was wrong, and he did not desire to appear
as a witne-ss against them, and would not ; that he never intended to go there, becan.so

his judgment was that they ought not to be prosecuted. He wrote me that in a letter

as the reason why he did not go. And since he came home from Washington, and
since the court met in Mobile, he has told other parties that that was the reason—that

he did not see any good to come of that prosecution, and never intended to aid in it.

Mr. StkvkxsoN. That was the geneial view which Mr. Hays expressetl heie.

Mr. Bl.viu. Smith said that Hays did not go because he had been threatened.
The WiTXKSS. Mr. Hays is at home now ; he is not in any fear.

By Mr. BL,un

:

Quoftion. Is Mr. Cockrell at home ?
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Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he severely injured ?

Ansioer. I think he was confined to his room for a day or two.
Question. Was anybody engaged in the attack upon him except the two persons you

have named f

Answer. No, sir; not that I have heard of.

Question. Both of them liave left ?

Ansicer. One lives in Perry County ; I do not know what has become of him. Rey-
nolds, who has been temporarily living in our county, has left the State. He was in-

dicted for that, and in this other case besides ; and, very much to the gratiiication of
us all, he left.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Do you know any person in your region of country who has been killed or

whipped because of his political opinions, or the expression of them ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think that any man has ever been killed in Greene County
for the expression of his political sentiments.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Or whipped ?

Answer. Or whipped for his political sentiments.

By Mr. Beck:

Question. In your opinion, can any man who behaves himself reasonably well express
any xiolitical sentiments he may entertain anywhere without molestation?

Ansicer. I have no doubt of it in the world.
Question. Why did you locate your meeting at the particular point in the court-house

yard on the di^y the republican meeting was also held at Eutaw, if you did not want
the two meetings held together ? Was your meeting organized first ?

Anmcer. Yes, sir; about a half or perhaps three-quarters of an hour first.

Question. Was there any necessity for the other gentlemen to have located their meet-
ing so close to you, or were there any other places iu the town where they could have
held it equally well ?

Answer. There were plenty of other places, and we had been informed that their

meeting would be held about a quarter of a mile distant from the court-house, at the
depot.

By Mr. Stevexson :

Qiiestion. Who told you so ?

Answer. It was rumor, not positive information.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was their meeting organized with full information of where your meeting
was going on ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. When you organized your meeting, did you know where they were going to

holdtheh;s?
^HSfcer. 'No, sir ; I did not.

Question. The question of proximity of the two meetings depended upon their action,

not upon yours ?

Answer. Entirely upon theirs.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Which party first gave notice of their meeting ?

Ansicer. My undei'standing is tliat the republican party first i)ut up their posters and
gave the notice in the jiaper of their meeting.

Question. Where were public meetings generally held in that town ?

Answer. There about the court-house and in the court-house square.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was the report of the grand jury, in regard to the men who killed

Boyd, that they lived iu Pickens County, or that they went in that direction?
Ansicer. I stated awhile ago that the giand jury reported that they were traced to

that county ; they did not state whether they lived there or not.

Question. They did not undertake to say where they lived''

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. They said they were traced to that county ?

Answer. Yes,-sir.

Qiicslion. I would ask you your judgment, from your experience of men, whether, if

a body of men who lived in Union had disguised themselves for the purpose of con-
cealment—had endeavored to take the necessary steps to continue that concealment—is
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it likely they would have ridden directly to their own doors, from the place of a mur-
der committed by them? Is that the way men would ordinarily act ?

Answer. It does not look reasonable.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Is it likely that they would ride toward their own doors?
Answer. I do not think they would.
Question. Well, would they not, in order to get to Pickens County, have to ride to-

ward their own doors ?

Answer. In going to Pickens County, the direct road is through the town of Union,
where the friends of these parties lived.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. They could go that road on their horses and get to Pickens County?
Ansiver. Yes. sir.

Question. Whoever they were, they were traced j)ast the town of Union to the line of
the county of Pickens ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; across the bridge into Pickens County.'
Question. Was it reported to you that Mr. Boyd, in naming the men to the one or two

friends to whom he had spoken of the matter, had implicated some of the connections
of Brown ?

Answer. That has been a matter of rumor—that part of it.

Question. Has that been reported to you ?

Answo: Yes, sir ; and the general impression of the community has been uniform
that he was killed for that reason.

By the Chaikm,\n :

Question. Can you give lis the names of those friends of Brown, so reported to have
been implicated by Boyd ?

Answer. I have said that I do not know ; it was merely stated that he had given the
names of the parties to one or two friends ; no names were ever given to me.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. But at the same time that the names were given to yon it was also told to

you that the persons whose names he had given to those fiiends of his were relatives of

Brown ?

Ansicer. That was supposed, more than stated ; I do not know that it was ever stated

positively, but it was supposed that they were the names given. Whether tlie intima-

tions were given out by the ])ersons whom he told or others, I do not know ; I suppose
they were. And upon that intimation, from wliatever source it came, the general im-
pression of the community was that that was what led to his death.

Question. Was there a very bad state of feeling existing on the part of the relatives

of Brown against Boyd after he returned ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, always after the death of young Brown, up to the day of Boyd's

death.
Question. Did any one suppose that Boyd's politics caused his death, either directly

or indirectly ?

Answer. No, sir, no one. Boyd was not a noisy num, and never made public speeches

;

never expressed himself very often. His political opinions were very little canvassed,

very little thought of. We are all satislicd that they luul nothing to do with his

death. There were men there much more obnoxious than he, who Imve lived through
it all. Judge Miller had expressed himself very loudlj^ and very often there, up to the

time of Mr. IJoyd's death. Jlr. Hays has also expressed himself very freely. Mr. Mc-
intosh, the State senator, has exj>ressed himself very freely ; and the representative to

the legislature has expresscul himself very freely. They have all lived through it—not

been hurt. Mr. Boyd was much less noisy in his politics than any of those men, yet

he was killed. And from these facts Ave are all perfectly satisfied that politics did not

enter into his killing at all.

Question. You have stated to General Blair that the unpopularity of Mr. Ilays had
much to do with the falling off of the negro vote.

Ansiver. A great deal.

Question. Idesire to ask this further question : whether or not promises had been
made to negroes of lands and mules and other things, if they would vote the republi-

ean ticket, and if they have not also been told that tlicy would be jnit back into slavery

if they vote<l the other ticket ; and whether the failure to keep those [jromises to them
had not nnuh to do with their distrust of the rtpuljlican party in the last election f

Ansuer. Yes, sir; those statements were made, and in my judgment that has had a
great deal to do with the fact of their abandoning that party and uniting with the

democratic party. The arginnent that they would he ])ut back into slavrry if they

did not vote for the republican party, was i^retty generally and extensively used down
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there ; that was the strong point of republican speakers and Avire-pnllers ; and the

negroes for a long time were persuaded that it was true ; they thought it was true. In-

deed, I myself had a serv.ant to whom I frequently talked, and in whom I had gr^at
faith ; he stated to me that the reason why he and a number of others did not vote
with our people there was, that they were assured that they would be killed if they
did, and that their wives and childi'en would be put back again into slavery ; and he
said that whenever they could be convinced that that was not true, they would unite
with and support the white people. And the most intelligent colored people in the
county have done so.

Question. They have also had promised property to them if they voted the other
side?
Answer. O, yes; it was generally understood that they would got forty acres and

a mule.
Question. That was their general understanding ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but there never has been any mule, or land either, given into their

hands.
Question. And you think the failure to get what was promised them has had a great

deal to do with it ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, a great deal to do with it ; they have lost faith in the promises of
their former leaders.

Question. Do you know whether, in your part of Alabama, negroes who have pro-

posed to vote the democratic ticket have been threajtened or maltreated by negroes
and others belonging to loyal leagues, because they offered to do so f

Answer. Yes, sir; it is a matter of very frequent, every-day occurrence in that dis-

trict.

Question. Has it been safe for a negro to avow a disijosition to vote the democratic
ticket among a crowd of his own color ?

Answer. They have always thought it very unsafe to do so, and some of them have
been whipped for voting the democratic ticket.

Question. Has there been as much intimidation practiced npon any other class of
men as has been jiracticed upon democratic negroes by republican negroes ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. That has been the greatest intimidation exercised in your State, upon the
negroes who desired to vote with the democratic jjarty ?

Answer. That has been the intimidation ; that is what it was aimed at iu a great
measure.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do you know of any organization for that purpose ?

Answer. It has generally been operated through the Union leagues, so it is supposed.
I do not know auj'thing about the Union League, except that it is supposed that such
organizations have existed, and that the negro people had been very severely discip-

lined and controlled by that means.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Has it been understood that they have been sworn in those associations ?

Answe):' They all say they have been sworn ; the negroes all say so.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You have given your opinion in regard to the action of men in disguise ; I

want to ask you this question : whether or not men Avho have committed outrages in

disguise have adopted the disguise as an additional means of preventing their per-
sonal detection for the particular crime, and not as part of any organization systemat-
ically carried on between them and others not connected with the particular crime ?

Answer. That has always been my belief, my view of it; that they disguised them-
selves to prevent detection in the commission of the immediate offense, without any
relation or connection with any general organization. Indeed, I will again state, as I

have stated heretofore, that I am well acquainted throughout that district ; there are
few people there but what I know ; and I am perfectly satisfied that no such organiza-
tion exists in the county, or iu the district.

Question. Do you or not believe the fact tliat disguised persons in other parts of the
State, or in other States, have escaped detection because of their disguise, has per-
haps induced men who had private grudges of their own to assume those disguises for

the individual act ; instead of having any organization, they have assumed the dis-

guises because of the additional security they had found it had given in other cases?
Answer. Very likely, the precedent having been set, that has been the cause of their

assuming that sort of disguise.
Question. Without any sort of connection with the others from whom they perhaps

borrowed that form of disguise ?

Answer. I think so.
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Quesiion. That is, you thiuk, the extent to which Ku-Kluxism, or -whatever name it

is known by, has prevailed in Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the extent of any organization of that description I know of.

Question. What is the general state of feeling among the law-abiding men of your
community iu regard to the outrages committed in that way ?

Answer. They are very much opposed to it ; very much opposed to it indeed ; all of
our best jieople—and we have but very few of a lawless disposition or character—all are
opposed to violations of law, or lawlessness of any description.

Question. Do you believe that to-day they would aid the courts and the juries in
punishing any person who iu disguise committed an outrage upon any man, white or
black ?

Answer. Unquestionably, yes, sir.

Question. It is only those who are so disguised, and so manage as to be protected,

either by their disguise or cover of the night, who evade the law ; if a man was brought
up for that, he would certainly be punished ?

Ansiver. That is all.

Question. And, as I understand you to say, that feeling is strengthening all the
time?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; the feeling against lawlessness and violence of every description is

universally entertained by all our people. The universal desire is to see the laws
enforced, and to do all in their power to assist in preventing lawlessness and violence.

Question. Do you believe that any interference by the Federal Government, through
its militarj' authorities, would aid in any way in the preservation or protection of life,

liberty, and i)roperty iu the State of Alabama ; or can it be better managed through
your own State authorities and civil tribunals ?

Answer. I do not think the United States troops are needed at all. I am satisfied

that we have the ability to enforce the law and protect life, and liberty, and property
in our own courts and under our own laws.

Question. And the disposition to do so ?

Answer. Y^es, sir.

By Mr. Ste%':ensox :

Question. If you have both the ability and disposition, why do you not do it?

Answer. I think wo do.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. I think we have some testimony upon a point in regard to which you have
not very distinctly stated your information to us—iu regard to the relative numbers of
the two political meetings held in Eutaw iu October last.

Answer. I suppose that the democratic party numbered from two to three hundred
I)ersous; at the rciniblican meeting there were from one thousand to twelve hundred

;

I suppose that would l)e about a proper estimate.

Question. W\ne the democrats pretty generally aware, or did not some of them at
least know, that the republican committee had called into their counsel General Craw-
ford, of the Federal army, in command of the troops stationed there that day ?

Answer. We did not know it until we saw General Crawford there that morning;
we did not know he was expected there at all.

Question. You knew there was a military force there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How near there?
Answer. About a quarter of a mile from the court-house.

Question. Did you know that, during the progress of the meetings, a squad of troops
were detached from the main force, and stationed near the town ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they were brought dow-n toward the court-house, about
half way from the quarters thej' occupied.

Question. So far as you could observe, did the negroes seem to be quite as well armed
as the whites?

Answer. Yes, sir; they were armed; I saw numbers of them with pistols, and I saw
them shoot frequently.

Question. What is your opinion in regard to an investigation like this into the social

and political condition of so wide-spread a people as the Southern people, and the diffi-

culty we have here of knowing any of the facts, as well as the exi)ense of getting the
witnesses here ; what is your opinion as to the best mode of investigating tlus matter,

whether here in this room, or by committees sent South to the dilierent localities ?

Answer. 1 think a conmiittt-e sent South, right to the spot where the disturbance is

said to have happened, is the best way to get at the truth of the case.

Question. The Southern people are perfectly willing that a full investigation should
be had there?
Answer. They are not only willing, but anxious.
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By Mr. Sti-.venson :

Question. Do ydu think tvo could ascertain wbo killed. Boyd, if we went to Entaw 1

Answer. I do not know whether you could or not ; I think it very doubtful. A
thorough investigation of the matter has been made by the grand jury, who I appre-

hend discharged their duty.
Question. Do you suppose we could ascertain who killed the old ncgi-o uiau ?

Ansioir. I do not know; you might do so; investigations frequently develop facts.

Question. Has there been no investigation of that caseV
Ansipei: There was a coroner's inquest held there, I think; that is about all the

investigation I know of.

Question. Was the matter investigated before the grand jury ?

Ansicer. The matter was investigated by the grand jury, but no result was reached
at all ; the grand jury summoned a number of witnesses, not only in that case, but in

others.
Question. They have never ascertained who murdered the old colored man ?

Answer. There has been no result yet, as we understand.
Question. You say that Governor Parsons and General Warner spoke in Eutaw?
Answer. When; on the 25th of October "?

Question. Yes.

Answer. They spoke there then.
Question. That did not result in very great harmony, did it ?

Ansicer. Their siieeches ?

Question. The meeting.
Answer. It resulted just as has been described ; it did not end pleasantly.
Question. You spoke of one other gentleman who made speeches there ?

Answer. Yes, sir; Mr. Kefler.

Question. When was that ? •

Answer. In 1868.

Question. Was it in the day-time or at night ?•

Answer. It was in the day-time.
Question. Was it at a county meeting or a local meeting '

Answer. A general meeting, and I suppose that the negroes numbered about the same
that they diet at the meeting in October.

Question. At what time in 1868 ?

Answer. I do not remember the exact time.
Question. At which election ?

Answer. I think the presidential election.

Question. Are you sure it was the presidential election, and not the constitutional

election ?

Answer. Perhai)s it was the election on the constitution ; I will not be positive about
that.

Question. Those are the only republican speakers yon now remember who have spoken
in Eutaw ?

Answer. Local speakers have spoken there ; Cockrell and Brown have spoken ^there

frequently ; they live in town.
Question. At neighborhood meetings ?

A7isicer. Yes, sir.

Question. I refer to general county meetings. •

Answer. They have frequentlv spoken in the countv.
Question. When?
Answer. During 1868, 1869, and 1870.

Question. Do you mean to say that the republicans held any other general meetings
in Eutaw in 1870 except the one where the riot occurred ?

Anstver. I do not pretend to say so ; I say that at general meetings during those years
they have made speeches throughout the county. I think that was the only public
meeting at Eutaw held by them during that year.

Question. Eutaw is the place for general county meetings ?

Answer. They have had general county meetings at Hays's Mound, down near where
Hays lives. It is there that they nominated theu" candidates for the legislature and the
various offices in the county. They have had just as general meetings there as at
Eutaw.

Question. They do not take their conventions and county meetings away from Eutaw,
do they ?

Ansiver. They have held them there and at Hays's Mound, too ; they have held meet-
ings and conferences at both places.

Question. In regard to the promise of land and mules to the negroes ; what repub-
lican leader ever made such promises?

Answer. I never heard one make it in my life.

Question. What knowledge have you that such promises ever were made ?

Answer. General rumor and the statements of negroes.
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Question. Made to you?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard some of them say so.

Question. Has it not come rather through democratic chaunels as a joke ?

Answer. I have heard it from negroes and through democratic channels ; I have no
question that it was a promise made.

Question. I want to get your information.
Answer. It has been through negroes; that is the information I rely upon. I have

seen it stated in the democratic papers.
Question. As a matter ofjoke and taunt ?

Answer. Not so much a joke in our section as you might suppose.
Question. What is it ?

Answe): A very serious matter.
Question. A matter of abuse toward the republicans?
Answer. It has been a very great instrument in their canvasses throughout the State

;

the promise of land and mules, and also their assertion that the democratic party
would put them back into slavery, and that they would be killed if they did not vote
the republican ticket; all these things were used with powerful eft'ect.

By Mr. Poland :.

Question. When did they first begin to hold out these promises?
Ansiccr. Particularly in the presidential campaign, and generally in State elections

since that time, and before that, too, I think, in the constitutional election.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Did you ever hear any republican speaker hold out any such inducements
make any such promise?
Answer. I never did in my life.

Question. Did you ever hear that any leading republican had done so?

Answer. Yes, sir; I have heard negroes saj^ that republicans had told them so

Question. That who had told them so ?

Answer. That Major Hays told them so.

Question. What negro ?

Answer. A negro by the name of Jack Jolly, who belonged to me, said so.

Question. What did he say ?

Answer. Just that; that he was afraid to vote our ticket, for the reason that he had
been told he would be killed if he did, and that his wife and children would be put
back into slavery.

Question. W^hat did he say about the promises?
Answer. That he would have forty acres of land and a mule.
Question. Did he say that Hays had made such a promise ?

Answer. I have no doubt of it.

Question. When did he say so?

Answer. Who?
Question. Your negro.

.inswer. During the presidential canvass, inside my own room.
Question. AVere you laboring with him to get him to vote the democratic ticket ?

A (/SKY r. I was talking with him upon the subject, as I suppose every American citizen

has a right to do.

Question. Undoubtedly. These are the reasons he gave for not acceding to your
wishes ?

Answer. These are the reasons.

Question. You say you do not believe the Ku-Klux have ever existed in Alabama ?

Ansicer. I do not.

Question. Did you ever hear of their appearance at Huntsville, Alabama?
Ansu-er. I do not remember that I ever did.

Que^stion. Did you not hear of their grand parade there in the fall of 1868, about tho

time of the presidential election ?

Ansiver. I do not remember ; I may have heard it ; if I did, I do not remember.
Question. You have no recollecti'on of having heard it?

Answer. I have not.

Qnesiion. Did you hear of their hanging some negroes in Tuscumbia on a bridge

there ?

Answer. I have heard that negroes were hung in Tuscumbia.
Question. By a band of disguised men ?

Ansuer. I tliink I heard that they were hung by disguised men.
Querytion. Where is Tuscumbia?
Answer. In the northern part of the State?
Question. In the northwestern part of the State, near the Mississippi and Tennessee

hue?
Anstcer. Yes, sir.
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Quesiion. Have you heard of the invcsti<?ation iu Calhoun County, in which it was
fihown that Ku-Klux operations had prevailed for several years prior to 1870. and iu

portions of that year, in Calhoun and Cherokee Counties ?

Ansiccr. The investigation at the town of Paytona ?

Quesiion. Yes.'

Answer. I have heard of that investigation.
Question. Did you hear that that fact appeared in the investigation ?

A71SU-C7: I heard that there was a statement by a person who said that he belonged
to that organization.

Question. Did you not hear that it was proven that these Ku-Klux operations iu that
region extended over that time ?

Ansicer. I heard that this witness stated that he had belonged to the organizatiou,
and that it had existed during those years.

Question. Did vou not hear that other witnesses were examined and proved the same
fact ?

Answer. No, sir ; I heard that this one witness did.

Question. This one witness swore that he belonged to the\)rganization. Did not other
"witnesses testify to the existence of tlie organization ?

Answer. I have never read the proceedings in the case.

Question. Were you not satisfied in your own mind, from the information yon got
from that investigation, that there had been Ku-Klux operations in that region ?

Answer. I drew the inference from that examination that bands of disguised men
had committed offenses.

Question. In the form of Ku-Klux?
Ansurr. I do not know in what form ; disguised men. I do not know what the form

of Ku-KJux is ; I am satisfied that disguised men have committed offenses there.

Question. Operating somewhat in the manner of Ku-Klux?
Austver. They operated with disguises, so far as I know from that investigation.
Question. Was it not your opinion that that is the way Ku-Klux operated ?

Answer. That is the statement made by the paj)ers. And persons Avho commit of-

fenses at night in disguise are generally called Ku-Klux.
Question. You do not believe there are any sucli thing as Kn-Klux anywhere, or have

been such at any time ?

Answer. I have stated that I do not know of any such organization in our section of
country, and I do not believe there is.

Question. Or anywhere else ?

Ajiswer. I do not know ; I state that.
Question. What is your opinion ?

Answer. I have no opinion on that subject.
Question. You could not form an opinion as to whether Ku-Klux have existed in any *

State ?

Answer. I am satisfied from what I have seen in the papers, and from rumors which
I have heard, that bands of disguised men have committed offenses iu various parts of
the country.

Question. I am speaking of the organization of the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I say I know nothing of the organization of the Ku-Klux in my section or
anywhere else.

Question. My question is, whether it is or is not your opinion that there is anywhere,
or has been anywhere, since the war, in any of the Southern States, any such organi
zation as the Ku-Klux as an organization ?

Answer. I have no information that would enable me to gij^e a correct opinion upon
the subject, so far as the Southern States generally are concerned. Only from nevrs-

paper reports would I know anything.
Question. Is there any association of planters in your county, or in any adjoining

county that you know of ?

Answer. There is an agricultural association in our county.
Question. In what form?
Answer. In the ordinary form of agricultural associations ; it has its president, its

vice presidents, secretaries, committees, fair ground, &c.
Question. Is there any other association of planters ?

Answer. None that I know of ; I think not.

Question. Have you ever heard of any other association of planters ?

Answer. I do not know of any at all in my county.
Question. Have you heard of any association or effort on the part of planters to reg-

ulate labor ?

Answer. To regulate labor ?

Question. Yes.
Ansioer. No, sir ; I have not ; none at all.

Question. Or to regulate in any way, or to affect in any way, the relations between
the colored tenantry and the owners of land ?
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Anstver. It has by common consent among our planters been desired and acted npon
that they should have uniform rates of wages for laborers, for it is greatly desired,
when a person employs hands by the year, that his neighbors shall not induce them
to leave his service during that time ; and I think our people have generaJly conformed
to that.

Question. How did they reach that rule ?

Answer. By common consent; I do not know that I have heard of a meeting for the
purpose.

Question. You have never heard of any meeting for that purpose?
Answer. I think none has ever been held for that purpose ; I have never heard of

any.
Question. What is the form of the democratic organization in the county ?

Answer. We have what we call a democratic council for the county, and then beat
clubs in the various precincts. The democratic council is supposed to be the head of
the democratic party in the county, the regular democratic organization that exists
throughout the country.

Question. You have a council, as you call it, for the county ?

Answer. Democratic council
;
yes, sir.

Question. Then there are sub-councils for the different beats?
Ansiver. We call them beat clubs.
Question. When was this organization formed ?

Answer. It has alwaj's been our form in Greene Countj' ever since the war, and be-
fore the war, I think. We have a democratic executive committee or council, a presi-

dent of the council, who receives public documents and distributes them in various
parts of the county, for the purpose of influencing elections, as all political parties do.
It has existed there ever since I have taken any notice of politics.

Question. How long is that ? What is your age ?

Answer. I am thirty-three years old.

Question. Were you there during the war ?

Answer. I liad my home there; my family was there ; I was in the army myself.
Question. Were you in the rebel army ?

Ansiver. I was in the confederate army.
Question. As colouel ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you never in politics before the war?
Answer. Very little.

Question. When was your first knowledge of this organization of the party ?

Ansiver. Especially during the presidential campaign.
Question. The last presidential campaign ?

Answer. Yes, sir, or the election for the constitution; we were organized then not to
vote at all, and wo did not vote. But in the presidential election we organized in this

way, and our people voted.

Question. You organized in the presidential election fully throughout the county,
and had these clubs all over the county ?

.Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it not possible, barely possible, of course, that these Ku-Klux operations
may have been committed by these clubs, by bad boys or bad young men who were
using your clul) organization for that purpose ?

Answer. I f hinlc that is a stigma upon the organization and the democratic party in

our section oT the country ; I do not think they did it. There may be bad men in the
organization.

Question. Nobody is atft-ibuting it to them ; I asked if it is not barely possible ?

Answer. I suppose it is barely within the range of possibility that some men claim-
ing to be a democratic club may have committed these offenses.

Question. May they not have associated tliemselves together in clubs and committed
these offenses ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; it never was done.
Question. Not to your knowledge ?

Answer. It never was done at all. I have a pretty good knowledge of the operations
of the democratic clubs in my county, and they never did any such thing.

Question. These things are done by somebody there?
Answer. What things ?

Question. Those operations by bands in disguise.

Answer. I supj)ose Avhen these acts are committed they are committed by somebody;
but I am satisfied that they never have been committed by aiiy organization of the
democratic party.

Question. You think they have not grown out of it in any way?
Answer. I think not; I am satisfied of it. The democratic party, through the^e clubs,

have exerted theuiselves very hard to overthrow the republican party, and I am very
glad to say to you that in my State we have succeeded in doing so.
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Question. You have been exceedingly snccessful in Greene County ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; -sve have been quite successful there.

Question. lu 1868 the republicans of Greene County had a majority of about 2,000
over you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. An<l last yelr you carried the county ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I want to state, in that connection, in regard to threats and intim-
idations, or anything of that description, if that is the intimation

Question. I have not stated that at all.

Answer. The Federal troops were there ; they were stationed at the boxes of that
county, within full view of the polls, with their accouterments on and their arms
stacked. The day passed off like a Sunday ; there was no disturbance, no elfort to pre-
vent any one from voting, and voting went on quietly in full view of the Federal
troops.

Question. When was that ?

Answer. Ou the day of the election.

Question. What good does it do a man to be protected on the day of election, if he
may be shot the night after the election by bands in disguise ?

Answer. It would uot do him a great deal of good.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. A great many of them did vote who were not killed ?

Ansjver. Yes, sir ; nobody has been killed for voting that I know of.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You do not know what they are killed for ?

Answer. None have been killed in my county since that election.

Question. You have no need to kill anj' ouejtbr political purposes, if you have carried
the couuty ? ,

Answer. I suppose we would as soon kill after we uad carried the county as before, if

we killed them for politics.

Qnesiion. You say that violent and lawless men who killed on account of politics

would be as likely to kill when they had won an election as when they had lost it ?

Answer. I did not say anything about violent and lawless men; I say our people
would be just as apt to do so after an election they had carried as after one they had*
lost. But I deny that we would do it at all.

Question. You say the relations between the races are very satisfactory now ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I have never known our people to get along better than they are
doing uow ?

Question. Are they more satisfactory in Greene County now than they were before
the war "?

Answer. No, sir ; about the same.

By the Chairman :

Question. You meutioued something about .Judge Oliver claiming the right to retain

his place as against Judge Miller, who was elected at the election in 18G8. By what
tenui'e did Judge Oliver hold his office as iirobate judge? Had he been elected or ap-
pointed '?

Answer. He was elected by the people to the office.

Question. At what time ?

Answer. I think he was elected in 1865, or in the tixll of 1864 ; it was in 1864 or 1865.

Question. Was he elected at the election j)ursuant to the j)roclamation of President
Johnson ?

Ansicer. I think so.

Question. Are you certain of that ?

Ansu-er. I am not certain.

Question. Do you know whether he was elected before the close of the war or after?
Answer. I cannot state positively, but my impression is that he was elected after the

close of the war. He had been elected before the war ; but I think ho was again
elected after the war. I may be mistaken about that ; it may have been during the
war.

Question. When Judge Miller was elected in pursuance of an election under the recon-
struction act he claimed the office ; and your tirm gave to Mr. Oliver the opinion that
he was entitled to continue to hold the office, though you did not believe he would be
permitted to hold it. Now, upon wjiat ground did you give that opinion ?

Ansicer. Our ground was this,that according to law a majority ofthe people of that State,

in the election of 1868, must vote in order to carry the constitution v.'hich was then pro-

posed to them. A majority of thepeople did not vote at that electlon,and we therefore held
that the constitution was not adopted. At the same time that the vote was taken upon
that constitution these various officers were elected, the i)robate judge among others.

There having been, in our opinion, no election in accordance with the law, no constitu-

19



290 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

tion liaviug been adopted, ihe officers who -were voted for could not hold the positions
to which they had been elected at that election ; there was no election which in any
sense could be considered a legal one, the constitution having been defeated. We
therefore gave to Judge Oliver our opinion that as he was the incumbent of the office,

the judge de facto, if not the judge dejure, he could, according to the law, hold over.

Qiicsilon. That was the view you expressed, to him, and ifi pursuance of that he
claimed to hold the office?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we told him at the same time, however, that we had. no question of
the fiict that he would Ijc conipelled to give up his office.

Question. Is that the same view you have inculcated before your peoj>le in reference

to the existing State government ?

Anmver, The present government ?

Qnesfion. Yes.
Jiisir(^r. No, sir; not at all. Our people are obedient to the law.

Question. I understand, you ai-e obeying it at present ; but your view is that the peo-
ple obey because they cannot help it ? '

Answer. No, sir; we advise our people to submit to the government as it existed.

We have never believed that, according to law and fact, the i^resent State government
was properly and legally organized.

Qnesfion. You have inculcated that opinion ?

Jiisirer. No, sir ; we inculcate the opinion of submission to it.

Question. You inculcated, obedience. But you say that the government was not
legally organized?

Ansicer. We did not incnlcat'^, any particular view on that subject; that is the gen-
eral opinion of the bar.

Question. Judge ililler, then, did assume the office, and. discharged the functions of
judge of probate in the community ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Until when? *

Answer. I do not remember exactly ; I think until the beginning of 1870.

Question. Was his successor elected, or did Judge Miller resign, and his successor was
appointed?

Ansicer. His successor was appointed.

Question. How did Miller go out ?

An.swer. He resi-jciied.

Qiie.ylion. On .... ..c ^.;.'r.-,fid ?

Answer. He Ava.s appointed collector of the port of Mobile.

Question. He lield the office until that appointment f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who was appointed in his place?

Answer. A. K. Davis.
Question. Is lie the judge there now ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have any threats been made against Mm f

Answer. None that I have heard of.

Question. Where you in Eutaw on the day that Mr. Burton, who was a candidate for

lieutenant governor, was assaulted there?

Answer. No, sir; that was the same day that Judge Miller was assaulted; I was not
there; I was attending court in an adjoining county.

Question. Has there been any trial of the person who committed that assault on Mr.
Burton ?

Answer. No, sir.

Que'itioii. Was lie arrested ?

JiiNH-cr. I think he was arrested ; I understood he was.
Que'tlion. Has there been any term of the court since then, and has there been any

proceeding against him ?

-1 »»«•«•. The, court has met since that time, and the grand jury has assembled. The
capias had not l)een issued Avhcn I left home; I do not know whether there is an indict-

ment against liim or not ; I think there is.

Question. You mada a remark in reference to Mr. Hays, that even the negroes were
imwilliug to associate with men like him, and were leaving the republican party and
associating witli decent peol)l(^

Answer. I did not say that Mr. Hays was not a decent man. But the white people
who generally belong to that party there are of that class that the peoiile desire to be
separated from.

Question. Is that the mode in which the republican party is spoken of by gentlemen
of the di'Uiocratic party (I understand you are one of them) in the presence of their

adherents there, and at public meetings ; that it is composed entirely of men who are
entitled to no respect?

Answer. Unquestionably the class of men
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Qucsiion^ I am not speaking of the fact, but whether you speak of tbem iu that way.
Answer. If we speak of them at all we speak of them as men without character, as a

general rule. It is generally true in our section of country that the class of persons
who belong to the republican party—I allude to the leaders there and the white people
generally who belong to that party down there—are of a low class of people, and not
of the class of persons generally respected by our citizens.

Qiiesliot}. Do you not thiuk that that mode of expression in public, before men of the
class of this man Reynolds, for instance, is calculated to encourage violence against the
republican party ? ^

Answer. I think if a speaker understands bis business he ought to make his speech.

60 as to attack the principles of the party, and if he attempts to make use of any ex-
pression as au illustration, I think he has a right to do it.

Qiiesfion. I am not discussing the right of speech ; but the effect of that tone of
speaking in reference to the whole party.

Answer. The effect has not been there to excite them against the republican party
any more thau was done by the fact of such a class of people having been engaged in

cari-ying it on iu our county. They could not be outraged and offended to any greater
extent than Ijy those facts.

Question. You have stated the fact that Hays is a decent, respectable man. Is there
anything urged against him there as making him obnoxious except his connection with
the republican party ?

Answer. Yes, sir. While Mr. Hays has lived in respectable society, he is not consid-

ered a man who has a very great regard, a very high regard, for veracity. That is one
thing. It is thought by our people that he has advised the negroes there to do things
that were very wrong and very bad.

Quesiion. That has arisen out of his political connection with the negroes ?

Answer. He has used his political position, I have no doubt, to give them bad advice.

All our people generally think he has given them verj' bad advice, and that much of
the trouble that has come upou us, in the way of labor, has grown out of the advice
Mr. Hays has given, and he has become very unpopular on that account.

Qnestion. Is it not the fact that any white man associating himself with the repub-
lican party, and advocating their doctrines there, is spoken of in just the tone you
used here in characterizing the republican party, before your attention was called to

it?
Answer. We do not like them.
Question. And you take that mode of expressing your dislike ?

Answer. Wc do not admire them ; wo thiuk our own people who go into that matter
go into it for office or plunder, or something of that sort, and we cannot have any
great regard for them.

Question. Yon have never been a member of the Union League ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. You have no doubt of its existence ?

Answer. From information, I think it existed. I did not have any knowledge of it

at all.

Question. On what facts did you base your belief of its existence?
Answer. From general rumor and statements made by colored people that they be-

longed to Union Leagues.
Question. You have no doubt that it is a political organization ?

Answer. I think so, from what they stated.

Question. What evidence have you to satisfy you that they ever countenanced any
violence, as an organization ?

Answer. Only one instance I know of that happened. I can give one instance ; I

have heard of them frequently.
Question. What was that instance?
Answer. There was a dehiocratic colored man in the neighborhood of Clinton, Greene

County, who, it was stated, was severely whipi)ed by some of his colored Mends be-
cause ho voted the democratic ticket. I did not see it myself.

Question. Who told you that ; the colored man ?

Ansirer. No, sir; various persons told me ; white people told me.
Qnestion. You have it upon rumor that that was done ?

Answer. Upou statements of other persons.
Question. Then, upou that one fact stated to you, which you believe, you draw the

conclusion that the Union League, as an organization, countenanced violence ?

Answer. I say I am satisfied they encouraged it frequently, and i^retty generally prior

to elections, for the purpose of keeping negroes in the ranks.
QueMion. Now, do you not consider the sworn testimony of this one man, who be-

longed to the Kn-Klux organization, as satisfactory evidence of the existence of an
organizatiou of that character, as the statements and rumors you have heard about
the existence of the Union leagues ?

Answer. The one statement of a man with regard to the Ku-Klux is not so general as
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the statements and rumors I have been speaking of in regard to the Union League. If
I believed that man's testimony, I would be satisfied there is a Ku-Klux organfzation
But from being well acquainted with mj- people, and in my section of the State

Question. Do you believe his testimony ?

Ansirer. So far as relates to my part of the State, I do not.
Question. Did you ever read it ?

Answer. I have not.
Question. You say, then, that you do not believe it to be true ?
Answe}-. I say that, so far as our section of the State is concerned, I do not believe

such an organization has ever existed, or does now exist.
Question. Were you ever approached and asked to join any secret, political organiza-

tion in the State of Alabama?
« ^ J L O

Answer. No, sir
;
I never was. I have opposed secret organizations of every descrip-

tion, except the Masonic order.
Question. Did you ever hear of any organization known as the Wbite Brotherhood?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Or the Invisible Empire ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Or the Constitutional Union Guards ?
Answer. No, sir; I never heard of that.
Question. Or tUe Knights of the White Cameha ?
Answer. I have heard the name of the Knights of the White Camelia.
Question. Did any one ever speak to you on the subject ?
AnsuTr. No, sir.

Question. Where did you hear the name ?

Answer. I think I have seen it in the newspapers.
Question. Was there such an organization as that in the southern part of the United

States ?

Jhs««-. I have heard through newspapers that in Louisiana such an organization
existed

;
I think it was an organization of that name.

Question. Did they ride in the same manner as what are called Ku-Klux are said to
ride ?

Ansu-cr. I do not know whether they did or not.
Question. You did not follow that out ?

Answer. I only know that it was said such an" organization did exist in the State of
Louisiiina.

Question. You have no knowledge of the existence of any secret, political organiza-
tion wliateverin the State of Alabama?

Ansu-cr. I hav(i not.
Question. ^Vere not the persons who composed the republican meeting in Eutaw, at

least a majority ot tliem, assembled in the court-house before you organized your meet-
ing on the op])osite side of the court-house ?

Answer. I think a great many of them were about the court-house?
Question. Was not a majority of them there waiting for the organization of the

meeting ?
<=> o

Answer. There were a great many there listening to our speakers while we were
speaking. 1 hey were about town generally, and perhaps a number of them were in
the court-house yard.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. In regard to the shooting of a man of the name of Pierce
Answer. He was shot at.

Question. I'^rom what part of the crowd did that shot come?
Answer. :\Ir. Pierce was spcjaking to Governor Parsons who had been addressing the

republican meeting
; he was shot from the rear, from behind him.

Question. Was it whih? Parsons was speaking ?

An.swer. No, sir
;
just after he had concluded and about the time Hays had got upon

the stand.
j h f

Question. How near was he to Mr. Parsons?
Answer. Two or three feet oil", I suppose ; I do not know the exact distance.
Question. Did you see the man who shot at him ?

Answer. I saw the smoke of the pistol ; I did not see the man.
Question. How close was he to where Pierce stood?
Answer. It was in front of the main entrance of the court-house ; Mr. Pierce stood at

the window of the oflice of the circuit clerk, perhaps some eight or ten feet from there.
Question. Was Mr. Pierce at the window, outside?
Answer. Eight at the window, outside.

By Mr. Stevensox :

Question. Was the man who shot close to the court-house, or out from it ?
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Ansicer. Perpaps tlie same distance from the couit-house as from Mr. Pierce, eight or

ten feet.

By Mr. V.vN Trump :

Oueslion. I wish to ask vou whether or not prior to the war, when there were con-

tests betVeeu the whig and democratic parties, there was not quite as much violence

ind disturbance at political meetings as there is now in Alabama?

Is m Yes sir ; I have known meetings to be broken up before the war by excite-

ments of 'that TovL I do not know that'l have ever known any fighting or shoo uig

grow out of the meetings; but I have known meetings to be broken up by these politi-

cal excitements.

By Mr. Beck :
. t^ ,

Question. In regard to Judge Smith's right to his office, was he elected in February,

1868 ?

QuesZn^iome^veG mouths before Congress even recognized the constitution of

'^SH'^eJ^.'^YSI^sh-'; I ought to have stated that additional fact ; it was before Congress

reco"-nized the constitution of Alabama. ^ ,..,-. n ^ +-r +i,„+

Oueltion. Did or not even the Congress of the United States itself refuse to ratify that

coSSon upon full proof being made that a majority of the registered votes had

not been cast for and against it at that election ?

0«Si."^Aml'congi"ss allowed you to remain under military government from Feb-

ruary until June, until you were admitted by the passage of the omnibus bill i

OhS« ^Was^k' or not in consequence of your having defeated the constitutioB, and

the officers elected under it having iallen, in strict accordance with the reconstruc ion

law, that you advised the incumbent that his position was good as against an outsider ?

oZsZn^Bo y(m not remember the fact that even Mr. Stevens himself the chairman

of the Construction Committee, or Judge Poland here had the constitution of Ala-

bama recommitted to that committee upon the ground that you had defeated it, and

you so remained for three months ?

Ansicer. I recollect it was so recommitted to the committee.
.

(ZsUon. Therefore, was it not the opinion of all you lawyers, as it was the opinion

of the legal profession generally throughout the State, that that was the correct posi-

tion ?

Ansicej: Yes, sir.

By IMr. Poland :

Quesfion. When was it that Miller took possession of the office?

An.sirer. I think it was in June, 1868.

Ouc-ition. Before or after the omnibus bill was passed •..,,_, .^ „, ,

'l 1«T I think it was before ; I do not remember positively about it. The proposed

contest bv Judge Oliver, and the opinion which we gave hira, were along between the

election a^nd the time when Judge Miller took his office. I do not remember the exact

date of his takiug possession of the office.

By Mr. Beck •

Question. Before the omnibus bill was passed?

Alisuer Yes, sir ; my recollection is that it was.
_ .

Ouesdon You have been further asked whether or not your acquiescence m the con-

fititution imposed upon you by the omnibus bill was not rather an acquiescence than a

cor£co™ent Has it'not been the opinion of all the men of Alabama that ha om-

nibus bill, by whicli the constitution was imposed upon you after you had deteated it—

Con-ress tself having admitted that you had defeated it in strict accordance with the

reJinstriction laws-was it not regarded by you aU as an outrage upon the part ot

Congress ?

0«Sn.'^Havl^wSSd''Jnybody, republican or democrat, volunteer the opinion

that Congress was warranted, even under its own reconstruction acts, in iniposiug

a constitiftion upon Alabama after yon had defeated it in strict accordance with their

own orders '? •. i j.

Infiu-er. I have never heard anybody say it was right.

Ouc.'^iion. State whether or not the effect of imposing men upon you as officers, mem-

bers of tie legislature, county officers, &c., after they had been defeated at the polls by

the refusal of the democratic party to vote or to run officers was not to put m, in a gieat

majority of cases, men unknown to you, and who had no interest with you, except to

obtain office ?
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Avsiccr. Yes, sir; mostly incompetent men.
Qiiesiion. Is not that the class of men who have held office until the late election ?

Ansuer. Yes. sir.

Question. Did not those men hold all the offices in very many of the counties, where,
if a vote had been taken, democnits certainly would have been elected ?

Answer. Yes. sir ; I am satisfied that is the fact.

Question. And therefore the imposition upon you of that constitution, and of officers

who were fairly defeated, who would not have been elected if the full vote had been
cast, created a great deal of dissatisfaction and feeling against the action of Congi'ess?

Answer. Yes, sir; a great deal of discontent and dissatisfaction.

Question. And you say that you never heard a rejiublican say that that constitution

was properly imposcnl upon you ?

Answer. I never heard any one contend for one moment that it was jjroperly imposed
lipon us. "

By the Chairman :

Question. You claimed the right, by staying away from the polls, to prevent the
organization of any State government, as long as the government was not what you
wished ?

Answer. Vfe claimed the right to do so then, and we did so.

Question. You claimed the right to defeat any organization of a State govarnment?
Ansiver. We claimed the right to defeat that constitution by any legal means.

By Mr. Van Thump :

Question. And you thought you saw the legal means to do so ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson : /

Question . Do yon believe you could have defeated it by going fo the polls and voting ?

Ansirer. I do not know how tliat would have been.

Question. Was not a larger vote given for it than has since been given for any ticket

run by either party in Alabama?
Ansuxr. I think there was.

By Mr. CopuRN

:

Question. Did I understand you rightly to say that the most intelligent negroes have
gone over to the democratic party?

Answer. A large number of them have.
Question. How many ?

Ansuer. I cannot tell, except from the vote that was cast in the last election. Tliey

seem to be about eciually divided on the subject in our county—not so nnich as that
perhaps, but a large number of negroes voted with us ; I cannot tell exactly how many.

Question. You know that a large number of negroes voted the democratic ticket ?

Answer. As ii ma) ter of course they must have done so, or the election could not have
gone democratic in the county.

Question. How many have you heard say they voted the democratic ticket ?

Answer. I <lo not remember the number ; I have heard a great many say so.

Question. Do I understand you to say tliat this was occasioned by the distrust of the
negroes of tlierei)ublicans, on account of certain promises?

Answer. They lost faith in their leaders ; I think that had something to do with it.

Question. Do you think the negroes believed those promises which you say were m^de
to them ?

Answer. I think many of them did for a great while; I do not think they do now.
Question. What negroes believed those tales?

Answer A large majority of them.
Question. Do you tliiiilc the most intelligent negroes believed them?
Ansicer. Well, a short time after the organization of these leagues I am satisfied the

negroes began to learn lietter and did not believe them.
Question. You are willing now to swear that a large majority of negroes turned over

to the democratic jiarty for that reason?
Answer. I am willing to sw(!ar that the county of Greene went democratic'at the last

election, and it could not have done so Avithout a great number of negroes voting tho
(Uiiiociatie ticket. I am satisfied they voted that ticket, and am willing to swear that
they did..

(juestion. Arc the democrats there in favor of negro suffrage?

Answer. We consider that a settled question now.
Question. Do they tell the negroes they are in favor of negro suffrage?
Ansicer. Th(;y tell them that they have a right to vote.

Question. They know that without being told by the democrats.
Ansicer. Yes, sir; they have been informed of that some time ago.
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Question. I want to kuow if yon say it is severe tliscipliue and terror that keeps tlia

negroes in the renublicaii party

f

,.,..,. . , . .,

Ansuer I think it did up to a year or two ago ; I think their discipline is not so rigid

now and the negroes are becoming more divided in their political views than they were.

Quesiioii. You'think, then, that the negroes woukt naturally go with the democratic

party, except for terror and intimidation ?
, . . ^ • x, • _

Amwer. I think if the negroes were let alone and left free to exercise their own

choice and to acfc according to their interest and feeling they wonld act with the yrhite

people they have lived with ; that is what I think. I think they have more conndeuce

in them and more respect for them.
. xi i ^- +i ^., +i,^

Qvestion. You think the negroes have more confidence in the democrats tlian in tne

republicans? . , , j_-, , t i

Answer. More confidence in those persons with whom they have lived.

Dhcs//o». Confidence in them as politicians?
... ^ t r,i.„„o 4.,

Ansuer. I mean as men, and I think they are ^rapidly getting to have confidence in

O^Helnol
^

iVould like to have another opinion from you. Do you believe the negroes

have anv idea that any of the democrats have organized as Ku-Klux lor the purpose ot

intimidating them and to keep them from voting the republican ticket?

Ansirer.- I^think some of them have.

O«es<io». How large a body of them?
. i i ^ ^„^,„

Ansicer I do not know; I cannot tell. I have never had a great deal of conversa-

tion with them on that subject. I think, though, they have some idea ot the existence

of such things.

Question. Yon think a few of them have ?
. . n .-, ^. ,^„.

Ausirer. I do not know how manv ; I think the negroes have an idea of that soit.

Question. A word or tVo about Major Hays. You say the democrats have a great

contempt for Major Havs-meu who have been in the rebellion ;
do they know that

Major Havs has advocated general amnesty for them here on the floor of Congress ?

JH.sfm-:' They have understood so; they have heard that he did so duruig the last

^''oSion. Bufstui they entertain these feelings of bitter hostility toward him ?

Ansiccr Yes. sir. Hays is perfectly safe at home; our people do not wish to hurt

him ; I mean to say that they have not a great deal of respect for him and confidence

"\)/l"ivo«. I want to know if I understood you coraectly as saying that they enter-

tain bitter hostilitv toward Major Hays?
. . . -c

Ansinr. I do not tTiink I said " bitter hostility;" they have a great contempt for

him I "think. In other words, they consider him not a man ot much capacity
;
a man

who has floated to the surface by the mere force of circumstances, and a man in whom

they have very little confidence, as a general thing. That is the way our people regard

him.
O«cs/(0)?. Is he not a respectable planter there ? ,..+,-+• ^ t +i,;„ir
Answer. He is a planter there ; he used to be a large planter ; bnt at this time I think

he owns no property in his own name at all.
^ , x .,

Question. Had he a respectable standing in the confederate army ?

Answer. I do not know really that he had much standing of any sort m the confed-

erate army ; I never heard of Major Hays in the confederate army except abont l.utaw
,

I never heard of his doing any fighting. •. • . i ,+ +i,„ +;rT,«

Question. Did he ftot lose his respectability in your community just about the time

he ioined the republican party?
. .. , ,,..„„.„„

Answer. He never had any very decided character in our community at all
,
he was

of respectable parentage and moved in respectable circles ; he was considered a respect-

able man ; but his coi'iduct in reference to the advice he has given to the negroes has

been such that our people think he has brought about much trouble in the community,

and for that reason he has lost their confidence and respect.

Question. Do the negroes generally go to him for advice ;

Answer. They used to ; they have quitted it to a great extent now.

Question. To whom do they go?
Answer. Tiiey V.ike their own counsel to a great extent.

Question. Do^hev go to the democrats now ? ^
, n 4. i i^;„„

Answer. Sometimes they do, and whenever they do they generally get good advice.

By Mr. Stevi::xson :

Question. Did not ^^lajor Havs get his title of major in the rebel army ?
. . ,,

Answer. I am satisfied that Major Hays never received a commission as major m tlie

confederate army.
QHe.5/;on. ^Vhat commission had he ? . • ,• 1 .,„fi,,^ ;„ i..w'a
Answer. I do not think he had any. He was quartermaster in his brother-in-law a

regiment ; I do not think he ever remained there long. I think I have heard Major
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Hays state himself that he never did receive a cominissiou from the confederate gov-
ernment. I think that statement is contained in the application which ho made to

this Government for pardon.
Question. Do yon not think that the Eutaw riot had some effect upon the election ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it did.

Question. What effect?

Answer. To lose votes for the democratic party.
Question. Yon think, then, that the firing; by democrats of volleys of pi.stols at a

crowd of negroes, and the wounding of fifteen or twenty of them, would aid the repub-
lican jjarty f

Ansicer. I think it embittered the minds of many colored people who were otherwise
inclined to vote with the democratic party ; I think it inclined them to hostility and
bitterness against the democrats.

Question. Do you think it might not have made them afraid of the democrats ?

Ansircr. Possibly it might have done so, I do not know ; they went to the polls pretty

generally and voted.
Question. There were three or four hundred who did not go to the polls, for there was

a falling off in the aggregate vote of the county ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. There were sevei'al hundreds of votes less than in 1868?
Answer. I do not recollect how many.
Question. Whatever falling off there was, do you think it was traceable in any degree

to that riot ?

Answer. I do not think so.

Question. You think, then, the only effect of that riot was to injure the democratic
party ?

Ansua: I think so. I have so stated to our people, and have spoken of it regretfully

on that account.
Question. Suppose that instead of the democrats routing the negroes, the negroes had

roTited the democrats; suppose the riot had just reversed itself; what would have
been 1 he effect then ?

Answer. It would have outraged the white people to a very great extent.

Question. What ])olitical effect would it have had?
Answer. I do not know that it would have changed a single vote anyway; the white

people would have voted together just as they did.

Question. How many pistols were tired ?

Answer. A great number. I do not know how many.
Question. How many do you suppose?
Answer. I heard several shots, I could not state how many ; I have no idea as to the

number.
Question. How many pistols did you see there?
Answer. I saw iiinnl)ers of persons have pistols.

Question. About how many?
Answer. Eight, or ten, or fifteen during the entire melde.

Question. Wh(ne were you at first?

Answer. I was in the circuit clerk's oflSce in the tourt-house.

Question. Did you go outside ?

Answer. I went back through the court-house and went out as far as the west opening
of the court-house square with Governor Parsons on his way to the hotel.

Question. You did not see the main part of the riot I •

Answer. I did not ;, in the first place I was in the clerk's ofhce, and then I went out
the other way, and came out at the west opening of the court-house square, to which
point I went with Governor Parsons.

Question. You were not in as good a position to sec the liot as Senator Warner, for

instance ?

^Insirer. Ho left there about the same time I did.

Quistion. He was outside of the window ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and I Avas inside, and all I saw of it I saw through the window.
Question. And looking through the window, you saw ten or fifteen pistols fired ?

Answer. I saw eight or ten.

Question. What were they, revolvers?
Answer. They seemed to be.

Question. Were they fired more than once?
Answer. I could not tell whether any one pistol was fired more than once or not.

Question. How many shots did you hear fired ?

Answer. I suppose I heard twenty-five, or fifty, or sixty, or seventy, perhaps; I can-
not give a definite idea about the number, for pistols were popping all around the
house.

Question. They were popping from both corners of the court-house ?

Answa: From that neighborhood, and from the negroes—all shooting generally.



ALABAMA. 297

Quesiion. A sort of general engagemeat ?

Answer. After the difficulty commenced, yes, sir.

Question. You thiuli you may have heard as high as seventy shots?
Answer. I thiuk so ; 1 cannot tell.

Question. What effect had the first volley by the whites upon the negroes ; what did
they do ?

Ansicer. They broke.
Question. They rushed over the fences—stampeded, as you call it ?

Atisicer. Yes, sir, they stampeded for a short distance and then rallied.

Question. When they came to the soldiers they rallied?

Anstver. There were no soldiers there.

Question. Were they not met by the soldiers ?

Answer. The soldiers had not come over there from the i)lace where they were sta-

tioned.

Question. The first effect of the firing was a stampede?
Answer. That was the first effect—the immediate effect.

"Washington, D. C, June 21, 1871.

JOHN G. PIERCE sworn and examined. ,

By the Cii.urman:

Question. Where do you reside ?

Answer. In Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama.
Question. How long have you lived there ?

Answer. Ever since it was a town ; probably about twenty years. I was a boy there
Question. What is your occupation ? _
Answer. I am an attorney at law, a practicing lawyer, there.

Question. Do you practice in that county alone, or in the circuit ?

Answer. I do not practice all through the circuit ; I practice in Greene, Tuscaloosa,
Pickens, Sumter, and sometimes in Marengo.

Question. From your observation and travel on the circuit, and your knowledge as a
practicing lawyer, what can you say as to the execution of the laws in that portion of

the State with which your practice may have made you familiar, and as to the security

of life, jjerson, and property there ?

Answer. From what I know about it, (and I think I have enough opportunity, as good
an opportunity as anybody else, of knowing the condition of that people,) the laws at

this time in that circuit can be executed, and are being executed. There is no dispo-

sition in that circuit to evade the law in any way, to avoid bringing to trial culprits

or to screen culprits iu any way, that I know of.

Question. Can the civil rights of individuals be secured through the medium of civil

suits in the courts?
Answer. Y'es, sir ; I think they can. Suits are brought there constantly in all that

circuit. The courts are open; the judges and jurors all seem disposed to administer
the law so far as they are able ; and I think they are able to do it.

Question. Is there any obstacle iu your courts, so far as you are aware, to the admin-
istration of justice against criminal offenders?

Answer. No, sir ; none. Criminals are tried at every court—convicted or cleared at
every court.

Question. In the part of the State with which you are acquainted are there any or-

ganizations, of which you have any knowledge, either to interfere with the rights of
persons by violence, or to obstruct the administration of justice iu any manner /

Answer. No, sir ; none that I know of.

Question. Have you any knowledge of any organization existing in that State which
has inflicted violence upon citizens ?

Answer. No, sir; I have not. I know of no organization that is inflicting any vio-

lence on citizens.

Question. Were you in Eutaw at the time of the death of Mr. Boyd ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was.
Question. How was his death brought about ?

Answer. Well, sir, I can only tell what I understood. Mr. Boyd was murdered on
the public square, at the tavern. I live about half a mile from the public square. I

saw him next morning. I went up town the next morning after, and he was laid out.

I saw shot-holes iu his forehead, and know from what I heard that he was kiUed by a
band of disguised men.

By Mr. Stevensox :

Question. Shot-holes or bullet-holes ?
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Ansiver. Bullet-boles. They had the appearance of being made by pistol-bnllets or
pistol-sliot.

Question. How many were there ?

Ansiver. Well, he was dressed and laid out when I saw him in the morning. I think
in his forehead there was one large bullet-hole, about the middle or center of his fore-

head, aud one a little higher np. I do not think there were but two, as I remember
now. 1 understood there were several others th rough his body; but he was dressed,
aud I did not see them.

By the Chairman :

Question. When did you receive the first knowledge of his death ?

Answer. I did not receive it until I got up town that morning. I was down town,
and went up town ; I do not recollect for what purpose ; but I did not hear of it uiit:i

the morning. It was on the 1st of April, aud almost everybody thought it was au
'•'April fool," and I thought that somebody was trying to "April-fool' me. I stayed m
town some time before I went np to see him ; but I concluded I wou'.d be wiiling to
be "April-fooled" ou that occasion, and run the risk of going up; so I did go up, and
looked at him.

Question. Was the matter spoken of in such a jesting manner as to lead you to believe
it was an " Ai>ril-fool" story ?

Ansiver. Not by those who really knew it ; only by those who did not believe it.

Tliei'e are tricks like that played on the 1st day of April in every community, and we
all supposed iC was a trick. It was not spoken of in that way when the fact was really

known.
Question. Did yon ascertain whether that murder was committed by one individual,

or by two, or a dozen ? Did you ascertain the manner in which it was committed ?

Ansicer. Well, I understood that the murder was committed by di.sguised men who
came to town; some estimate them at from twelve to fifteen, some say twenty, aud
some say even more than that. About six or eight of them went into the house, which
was a tavern, closed the door, made the clerk show them the way to his room, as I

heard the clerk assert, and there they periietrated the deed, and in that way. They
got on their horses afterward when they came out, aud made their escape. They left

the town immediately, going in the direction, as rejjort say.s, toward Union, in Greene
County—most of them going in that direction.

Question. Had there been any knowledge or intimation in the town iirevious to that
time of any intention against the life of Mr. Boyd s

Ansiver. None that I had heard of.

Question. None whatever?
Ansiver. I never heard of any. I know this about Mr. Boyd : that he was considered

there a very disagreeable man. lie was a man that it was disagreeable to have business

with, and many considered him a murderer himself. He had killed a young man there

by the name of Brown. He had been convicted of the crime and sentenced to the
penitentiary for ten years, and his sentence was commuted to imprisonment for t%Yelve

.months in the county jail. I know that he was overbearing; I know that he was au
incomiieteiitolhcer ; and I know that he was a very offensive man in every way.

Question. When had he been convicted of killing that man /

Answer. That was before the war.
Question. How long before the war?
Answer. I think from three to five years before the war.
Question. Had he remained in that connnnnity after his release from prison ?

Ansiver. No, sir; he left that community after he had beeu turned out of jail and
went, as I understood, to Arkansas. He remained there until 186d, when he came back
to our community, aud occupied, by some means or other—I do not know how—the
offices of county solicitor and register in chancery.

Question. Was he appointed or elected to those offices?

Ansiver. I do not recollect ; it strikes me ho was elected to the office of county
solicitor.

Question. Do not county solicitors obtain their offices by election ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they are elected under the new constitution.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. That was before the new constitution ?

Answer. In 1868 ? I reckon not. I think they are elected. I do not know whether
he was elected or appointed ; I am not certain about that ; but I know that he held
both offices.

By the CiiAiR:WA>f

:

Question. Wliat was his age at the time of his death ?

Answer. He looked to me to be a man of about thirty-five or forty years of age, or

somewhere about there.
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Question. That would make him, then, about niijeteen or twenty at the time of the
coraniissiou of the offense which you speak of, which was three or four years before
the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir; ho may have been older than that. He was a grown man when
that offense was committed.

Question. Had he been admitted to the bar at the time of his conviction ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I think not.

Question. Was he admitted after his return to Alabama ?

Ansucr. I do not recollect when he ever was admitted to the bar. He occupied the
office of solicitor in some way or other—got hold of it I don't know how.

Question. Yon say that these men who killed Boyd were reported to have ridden
away toward Union ; were they reported to be citizens of Greene County ?

Anstrer. No, sir ; they were not citizens of Greene County, so far as report goes.
None of them could bo found to be citizens of Greene County. The grand jury inado
a very searching investigation of the matter, and summoned everybody that they
thought knew anything about it, and never could find out anything about it.

Question. Are your solicitors or prosecuting officers elected for one county or for the
whole circuit ?

Ansircr. I think for one county. I know that Mr. Boyd was acting for one county.
Question. Then the discharge of his official duties as solicitor would not bring him

into contact with citizens of other counties ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Then what connection had his murder with his disagreeable habits. in con-
ducting his business, if the persons who did it came from another county, in which he
did not discharge the duties of solicitor ?

Answer. I do not know where the persons who murdered him came from ; I have no
idea. I do not know by whom he was murdered ; but I do not think that he was mur-
dered by citizens of Greene County, from the fact that the grand jury made a search-
ing investigation of that case, and could find no citizen of Greene County to be con-
nected witli it. As they rendered in their report they traced these parties to a place
across Sipsy River ; I believe the name of the place is Moore's Bridge, in Pickens
County.

Question. Then you give it as your belief that the murder had no connection with
the discharge of j\Ir. 'Boyd's official duties in Greene County?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not give that as my belief. I say that I do not know what was
the cause of his murder ; that he was a veiy disagreeable man to transact business
with. There was an old man murdered or hung up there some time before, and Mr.
Boyd had made a good many threats about what he intended to do with the perpetra-
tors of it, stating that he knew who they were ; and, among other things of public
notoriety there, he stated that he intended to keep the grand jury in session for six

months, if necessary, till they found out the perpetrators of the crime. Ho had a hat
hanging up in his room which he said was worn by one of the marauders on a certain
occasion—I do not know whether on that occasion or not. He said he knew who it

belonged to. He made use of these remarks publicly.

Question. Do yon know whether he gave the name of the person to whom the hat
belonged ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that he gave the name.
Question. Have you ever heard the names of the persons connected with that trans-

action ?

Answer. No, sir ; I never have heard.
Question, Do you know from any reliable source the name of anybody connected

with it ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know of a single soul connected with it. I know it was
an act which was disapproved of by our comnmnity.

Question. Taking, then, the facts as you state them, that Mr. Boyd was a disagreeable
man in the discharge of his duty and had made threats in regard to prosecutions for
that offense, and taking also the fact which you state here as your belief, that his
murder was not committed by citizens of Greene Connty, give us your own belief as to
the cause of his murder in that manner by the citizens of another county ?

Answer. Well, I do not know. My belief in regard to that is this: that on account
of these various threats that he had made of what he intended to do with certain
IMirties, and that he was cognizant of certain deeds that parties had done, I do not
know but what that had something to do with his murder ; but as to having any fixed
oj)inion as to the cause of his murder, I cannot say tliat I have.

Question. If your belief is correct, that the persons who did murder him came from
another county, is it not your belief that they belonged to an organization which re-

sponds in one county to the call of the members of that organization in another ?

Anstcer. I have never said I believed they came from another county ; 1 do not know
where they came from.
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Question. I understood you to say that you believed the murder was not committed
by citizens of Greene County ?

Answer. I do believe that. Nor do I know whether it was committed by citizens of.

the State of Alabama. I will state this further: That after the court was over in

Greene County I went to Pickens to attend court. It was understood there that the
grand jury of Greene County had traced these parties into Pickens County. I stayed
with the foreman of the grand jury at the same house ; saw him every day ; and he
told me that he had examined every person on the lino or track of the route, so far as

he could trace them through Pickens County, and that the last they could find of

them they were going on somewhere toward either Tennessee or Arkansas. That was
the report I had from him. I do not know whether to say they came from Pickens
County or not. I am only telling the report of this grand jury.

(Question. Whether they came fi-om the county of Pickens or any other county of

Alabama, or whether they came from the State of Tennessee or Arkansas, having come
as you stated, in an organized body, do you not believe that they were members of an
organization which would respond to the call of members of a similar organization iu the

county of Greene ?

Ansicei: Well, sir, there is no organization of that sort in the county of Greene. I

do not know that, but I have never heard of it, and I do not believe there is one such
organization in our section of the country. There may be one at other places, but there

is no organization of disguised men that I have ever heard of iu the county of Greene
or in that section of the country.

Question. I will put the question in another form. You have stated a fact which I

understood j'ou to give as tending to show that these people did not belong to the

county of Greene. If, then, they belonged to a more remote county in the State,

or even to a portion of Arkansas or Tennessee, is it your belief that they went there to

murder Mr. Boyd, after having been informed bj- citizens of Greene County of the

reasons why he should be murdered f

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know. My opinion about that is this : I have stated what
and who Mr. Boyd was. I do not know whether there is any organization there. I

have never seen one, or any member of one of them iu my life.

Question. What is your belief about it?

Answer. My belief is that there is uone in the section of country in which I live.

Question. How, then, do you account for the appearance of these men iu Greene County,
their going to a hotel, and murdering Boyd, if, as you state, they belonged neither to

the county of Greene nor Pickens ?

Anstver.^ Well, I do not propose to account for that. I do not know how. It may be
that some man that was connected with them may have lived in Greeue County, and it

may be that some man connected with it lived in Pickens or somewhere else.

Question. Have you any theory about it 1

Answer. No, sir ; I have no theory. These are extraordinary men. They appear at

different places and at different times. I know of none, and I have seen none there,

and I have missed uo young men.
Qimslion. At what hour of the night, according to your information, was this murder

committed?
Answer. About 11 or 12 o'clock.

Question. At that season of the year—March— what is the usual hour in Eutaw for

people to go to bed ?

Answer. Well, sir, we have a town that is very much scattered, and the people all

start home soon, and very few of the citizens ever come to town after night. It is very

rarely that a house is open at that time of night, according to my expei-ience.

Question. Was any ell'ort made that night to arouse the citizens of the town and
pursue the murderers ?

Answer. None that I know of.

Question. Was any such effort made the next morning ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Did your sheriff offer a reward for the apprehension of the murderers t

Answer. I never heard that ho did. I have forgotten it if he did.

Question. How soon after his death was Mr. Boyd buried?

Answer. I think he was buried the day after.

Question. The next day after his death ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. He was murdered at 11 o'clock at night and buried the next day ?

Answer. I do not recollect. I did not go to the burial ; and I do not recollect when
ho was buried. I think he was buried a short time afterward.

Question. Was any action taken by the bar upon his death?
Answer. No, sir ; none at all.

Question. Did members of the bar attend his funeral?

Answer. 1 do not know, sir; I did not.

Question. Did any of them?
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Answer. None that I know of.
, , ^,

Question. Was there not an impression that INIr. Boyd was murdered by the organiza-

tion commonly known as the "Ku-Klux," whatever may be its real name? Was not

that said at the time ?

Jnswir. Oh, yes, sir ; it was said very frequently, and it is the common impression

that Mr. Boyd was killed by the Ku-Klux. That is engraved on his tombstone, " mur-

dered by the Ku-Klux." It was put on there by Judge Miller, who had the tombstone

erected which is now at the head of his grave.

Question. Is there any organization known by that name existing in the county to

your knowledge ?

Answer. No," sir; none that I know of.

Question. Is there in that county any organization wdiich rides at night in disguise,

let its name be what it may ?

Answer. None that I have ever seen. I have never seen a man in disguise in our

county, either on horseback or off. I will make this remark, that I live about half a

mile from town, and stay at home pretty constantly, hardly ever going on the streets at

night ; I generally stay at home at night. I have never seen men in disguise in my
life in our county.

Question. Have you no information upon which you can rely as to outrages having

been committed in the county by men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I know of several persons there who think so. I know that they

say that Boyd was killed by men in disguise.

Question. Have you any doubt of it ?

Answer. No, sir; I have no doubt of it in the world. I believe it is so.

Question. Is there any other ease in which you believe, as you do in the case of Boyd,

that a murder was committed by men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe that old man Sam Colvin was hung by men in disguise.

Question. Anv others ?

Answer. None other that I know of. I defended old Sam for the crime that he com-

mitted.
Question. Those two vou sav you believe to have been murdered?
Answer. I believe tha\ they"were murdered, and that they were murdered by disguised

men ; I believe that from the information I get.

Question. Have any persons been whipped in your county by men in disguise?

Answer. None that I know of.

Question. Do you know of any convictions in the court of your county for the whip-

ping of negroes by men in disguise? Have there been any such convictions in that

countv ? T 1 i-

Ansiver. None that I know of where the parties were in disguise. I know ot a num-

ber of prosecutions and convictions for whipping negroes.

Que~stion. Cases of assault and battery ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I know of no case where any man has been in-osecuted or convicted

for whipping a negro, in disguise. In fact I know of no man who has commitj:ed a

deed in a disguise iu my county who has ever been brought to justice.

Question. Mention has been made here of your presence at a meeting in Eutaw, where

the riot or disturbance occurred in October last, and you have been subpenaed m
consequence of your name having been connected with that proceeding. Give to the

committee, as briefly and clearly as possible, your account of that occurrence. State in

the first place the date of it.

Ansieer. The riot at Eutaw occurred in October last. I was present on that occasion,

and saw what was going on, and know pretty much about it. I do not know
exactly where to commence. I must commence, I suppose, at the commencement of the

riot, or "ront," as it was called. General Warner had about finished his speech

when I got to the place where he and Governor Parsons and Mr. Hays and others were

to speak. I wanted to hear Governor Parsons speak. I knew that he had made several

good democratic speeches, and I never had heard him speak since that time
;
and I had

a curiositv to go round there and hear him speak. I went round. Just about the time

that he finished his speech I Avalked up to him. I knew him, as I thought, very well, and

I thought he knew me. I was in the legislature when he was provisional governor ofAla-

bama. I approached him and told him there were several drunken men about there and

that we desired there should be no disturbances ; that he and Warner had made their

speeches, and I thought it was nothing but due that if he had any control over Hays, who
was very obnoxious to the people of'that county, and had made himself so deservedly,

he should not let him speak if he had any influence with him, or else break up the

crowd and go home. He then turned around, without answering me at all, to speak to

General Warner, and I presume upon that subject. Just about that time, as he turned

around. Hays came upon the stand. I was standiug with my back to him, and in

front of Governor Parsons. Almost iu half a second, as soon as Governor Parsons

turned round to speak to General Warner, somebody fired a pistol. I do not know
who it was, but was informed afterward who it was, and I was told it was a negro,
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"who litul sliot at me. I saw three -vritnesses tvIio told me it was fired directly at me.
My bad; was turned. The ball went thronp;!! my pants. After that there was a gen-
eral firing in the air by yonng men, and a general stampede among the negroes. I do
not know what became of Hays or Governor Parsons or General Warner. They went
off. I got np on the table after they went off. I thonght it was all fun ; I had no idea

anybody was shooting at anybody. I got on the table, and laughed extravagantly at

the way the negroes were flying and running about ; they broke down the court-house
palings jumping over. My office, from the position I was occupying, was right in front.

The negroes rallied across the street, and fired l)ack several pistols, right toward the
court-house, and then they broke and ran down the street.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You were not aware at that time that the ball had penetrated your panta-

loons ?

Answer. No, sir ; I was not aware of it until I got across the street.

Question. What j^art of j'our pantaloons was pierced by the ball f

Answer. Just about the thigh, about four inches from the crotch ; it entered the back
part and went through.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Were you standing with Governor Parsons at that time ?

Answer. Yes, sir*^; I had just finished telling him what I have told you. He had just

stooped down or bent his head over for the purpose, as I supposed, of telling General
Warner to prevent Hays from speaking.

Question. Was Warner right by him f

'Answer. Yes, sir. Warner was right by him, sitting in a chair, leaning against the

wall. Then the firing commenced. Hays feU or was knocked off' the stand ; I do not

know bow he got off".

By the Chairman:
Question. So far as your actual knowledge goes, you do not know who fired the first

shot? You and General Warner and Governor Parsons were all standing together?

Ansiver. So far as my actual linowledge is concerned, I am satisfied, from the direc-

tion that the ball came, that it came from the negroes; it must have come from them
;

there w^ere no white men in that direction. I do not tbink that a negro would have
fired at Governor Parsons. That is the inference I drew at the lime.

Question. V/as the re not a crowd of p-rJ30Uo ia the same vici..^./ ?

A: siver. Oh, yes; there were a great many around me. When 1 walked out there to

speak to Governor Parsons I was surrounded by negroes; I was isolated almost from
my own people.

Question. Were there any white men around the outskirts of the crowd?
Answer. Yes, sir; there were several white men on the right hand of me; none on the

left that I saw.
Question. You say that Major Hays was obnoxious; was he obnoxious to his owil

party or to the opposite party ?

Answer. Well, 1 do not think that Major Hays has got any party at all in Greene
County now.

Question. I am speaking of political parties.

Answer. I say that 1 know that he a\ as obnoxious to the democratic party there, and
that emliraces all the v.hito men of Greene County except one or two.

Question. Did anybody at the meeting call for him to speak?
Answer. I never heard it. I believe I would have heard it if it had been said. I am

satisfied that if anybody called for him it was for burlesque—I mean any white man.
The negroes may have called for him.

Question. Ho had not spoken yet ?

Answer. No, sir; he mounted the stand jnst as I went to speak to Governor Parsons;

.

and before I could consummate what 1 intended to get Governor Parsons to heli) me
do, this whole fuss connnenced right there.

Question. Were you, or was anybody, aware of the fact that it was Mr. Hays's inten-

tion to excuse himself from speaking and adjourn the meeting ?

Answer. No, sir; I did not know it, and I do not think anybody knew it. The first

time I had any intimation of it was w'hen I heard ]\Ir. Hays say so last Monday. I

met him on that day on his return from this place, and he then said that he never
intended to speak on that occasion.

Qurslion. So fiir as your inlormatiou goes, was there any design on the part of any
one there to create or cause a disturltance on that day ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know that there was anything more done on that occasion

than is usually done at elections, until that firing commenced. I asked Governor
l^Hsous myself one or two questions; yon nuiy call that a disturbance. He had gone
on with his speech for some limc^, and got to where he was attempting to justify

Cloud, the superintendent of education. I was standing pretty close to him and very
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much interested in his speecli. I remarked to him, " Governor, do you intend to jus«

tify the action of that man Cloud before this :issemblage ?" He went on and said,

"So far as the report of the committee is concerned that was appointed to examine his

case, I do."
Question. It is the practice in your State for persons of the opposite party in a crowd

to interrogate a speaker on the stand ?

Answer. That is a very usual custom in our county.
Que-siion. I understand you to say, then, that so far as yon know, being a member of

the democratic party there and acting with them, there was no preconcerted design or
wish to bring about any disturbance!

Ansicer. None that I kuow of; and so far as my connection with this transaction is

concerned, I know there was no preconcerted design or wish or intention to bring
about a disturbance that day.

QuiHtion. If the same feeling existed on the part of those who controlled the other
meeting, is the disturbance which did ensue to be attributed to the accidental circum-
stance of some individual beginning this firing?
Answer. What other meeting ?

Question. The republican meeting ?

Ansiver. I do not understand.
QuKSiion. Yon, acting Vv'ith the dem^ocratic party, say that, with your party, so far as

you know, there was no iireconcerted wish or design to bring about a collision or dis-

turbance ?

Answer. Yes. sir.

Question. If the same feeling actuated those who were conducting the republican
meeting, do you then attribute the disturbance which did arise to the unauthorized
act of some individual beginning the firing ?

Answer. Well, I do not kuow what feeling existed among the radicals that came there
that day.

Question. Upon the assiiniption that the same feeling animated the leaders on both
sides that animated yourself, is the disturbance to be attributed- to the unauthorized
act of some individual in commencing the firing?

Answer. If wc had all gone there with a peaceable intention and had not done any-
thing to disturb the peace, I presume we would have gone home without having any
disturbance, unless it had been started by some unauthorized individual.

Question. Wishing to get at the true origin of the difficulty, I want your view of the
m.-Ltter.

Answer. My impression is that the difficulty started from the firing of a pistol by a
negro; and from the best evidence I can get, it was fired at me, under the conception,
somehow or other, that I was too close to the stand, or probably that I wanted to do
something improper ; that my motives were not such as they really were.

Question. Did you at or about that time see anything of an effort to get upon the
stand a negro man, who was a democrat, to speak to the negroes?

Answer. No, sir. I heard this negro man say afterward that he wanted to speak
mighty bad, or something of that sort ; but I saw no effort of anybody to put him up.

Question. Mr. Jolly stated yesterday that a man named Ecynolds was endeavoring to
get a negro man upon the stand which had been occupied by the reijublicaus, to speak
to the negroes. Did you see anything of that at that time ?

Ansiver. l^o, sir; I did not see a negro man trying to get on the stand at that time.
Question. Before the time of the firing, had any disturbance whatever occurred more

than that which would be incident to the interruption of which you have spoken ?

Answer. None that I know of. What induced me to speak in the way that I did,
and to go up to Governor Parsons Avas, that I saw there were some men on the outskirts
of the crowd who were drunk, who did not know what they were doing ; I knew and
believed that those men knew Hays, and did not want to hear him speak. I knew a
portion of the crowd was drunk, and it looked to me like it was getting a little iiiflam-
matoiy. These other two men had spoken their speeches through, and I thought we
had heard Hays enough, and I therefore went to Governor Parsons to try to get him
down.

Question. Were the men who you apprehended might create violence by reason of
bemg drunk, citizens of Greene County ?

Ansirer. I do not recollect ; some of them were, of course.
Question. Were not some of those who were there citizens of Mississippi ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Vv'ere they all citizens of Alabama so far as you know?
Answer. Yes, sir; so far as I know, they were.
Question. W<!re those drunken men armed ?

Answer. I do not Icnow ; I did not see their arms ; I heard them cursing and swearing
on the outskirts of tlie crowd.

Question. Had you anything to do with the calling of the democratic meeting ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
,
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Question. Were you aware at tbe time you called it thai you were calling it on the
same day that the republican meeting was called for?

Ansicer. I do not know that I was ; I do not recollect as to that ; hut it seems to me
that the democratic meeting was called after we had had some conference in the demo-
cratic council, somehow or other ; I do not know how that was ; hut I know one thing
for certain, whether it was called before or after, or at whatever time it was called, no
consideration was taken or no reference made to the previous call for the radical
meeting.

Question. Do you not know that the democratic meeting was called after the adver-
tisements for the rejmblican meeting were up ?

Answer. I believe it was ; I learned that afterward ; but at that time I do not believe
I knew it. I do not know that I saw the advertisements for the radical meeting.

By Mr. Pool :

Qnestion. For what day of the week was it called ?

Ausiver. I do not know ; I do not recollect that ; but I recollect both meetings were
called for the same day.

By the Chaikm^vx :

Question. Dare men whose sentiments are ohnoxious to the majority of the citizens of
Eutaw express those sentiments freely, without danger of personal violence ?

Answer. I thiuk so ; they have done it, and they continue to do it. I think a man
can do it with great safety now.

Question. Then what was the reason of your desire for having Major Hays prevented
from speaking that day ?

Ansirer. Well, my object was this: Major Hays was i)articularly obnoxious to the
people there. I do not know but he could have sjioken on that day ; I did not know it

at the time, but I thought for the sake of harmony and peace and quiet he had better
not. I was afraid of some trouble from those drunken men. I do not know whether
they were citizens of Eutaw or not ; some of them may have been ; but I thiuk that
Major Hays could go there now and speak, and i^robably he could have spoken then,
yet I did not like to risk it.

By Mr. Van Trump :
['

Question. You thought that there would he more danger if he spoke than if he did
not!

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my position exactly.

Question. Is not the state of feeling there such that the sentiments of the two parties

are very obnoxious to each other ? Is there not a high state of political excitement on
the questions that divide the two political parties there?
Answer. Well, sir, there are no parties there excpi)t the negro party and the white

party. I do not thiuk there are more than two or three radicals in the county, and we
never get up an excitement ; we never have anything olleusive against the negro.
The negroes are now boglnnlng to learn who and what we are, and who their i'riends

are ; aud yon eaiuiot get up an excitement that I know of between the two parties.

You may get up an excitement with some man who is oflensive to some other particu-
lar individual—oue man belonging to one party and one to the other ; but so far as the
two parties are concerned, I do not think you can get up an excitement.

By the CiiAiiniAX

:

Qutistion. Then any white man who takes the side of the negroes and advocates politi-

cal opinions which are supposed to ho acceptable to them, is, in your A-iew, obnoxious

;

is he not ?

Answer. Well, sir, wo take the side of the negro now ; they belong to the democratic
partv now.

Question. Who?
Ansu'er. The negroes in Greene County ; we take their side now.
Question. When a white man undertakes to advocate what you term the radical side

in politics, is there not a concentrated effort to make him obnoxious ?

Answer. Not that I know of; not if he does it in a decent, respectable way.
Question. Was tliere any otlun- reason for Major Hays being obnoxious than his iden-

tification with tlie radical party there?
Answer. Do you desire me to give you the history of Hays, and show why he is ob-

noxious ? I prefer not to do it.

Question. I ask if there is any other reason for his heing obnoxious than his identifi-

cation with the republican party ?

Answer. There are a great many reasons why he has hecomo particularly obnoxious
tooiu' ])eople—personally, individually, politically, and every other way.

Question. Then there are other reasons?
Answer. Yes, sir ; but unless you press me, I would prefer not to state them.
Question. Was not the sentiment in that town on the subject of this particular riot
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so much oil one side that a f;)Ir or exliibitiou was held there to raise funds to defend

the men V('ho were indicted fdr participation in the riot?

^«6(t:er. Yes, sir ; there was a fair lu'ld there by the ladies of the town. Some of the

brothers of the nice young ladies of the town were indicted. They were taken down io

Mobile, and it was necessary that tliey shouhl summon several witnesses to show in

what way they were connected with the affair. Through the iustruuientality of young-

ladies of the town who were sisters of those men, a fair was gotten up, and the
expenses of those witnesses were defrayed in part in that way.

Question. How many negroes were wounded in that riot ?

Answer. I only saw one.

Question. According to the best of your information, how many were there?
Ansiver. I know of one that I saw ; another one I saw the blood of. I think there

were seven or eight; I do not think there were exceeding that.

Question. Was there any public movement to relieve the negroes who were wounded ?

Ansiver. The one that I saw, (and this was the first intimation I had that anybody
was shooting at a human being) was lying on the public square, with his thigh
broken.

Question. Was there any movement in the shape of a public meeting or fair to raise

money to relieve the sufferings of the wounded negmes ?

Answer. Well, as to those who were Avounded that I speak of, I do not think, with
the exception of the one who had his thigh broken, that they had need of anything
except, probably, to send for a physician to cut the ball out. As to the one who had
his thigh broken, I went to him and told some negroes to take him up, get a place to

j»ut him in, and get a dray to carry him off, and send for a physician. I told the
negroes I would pay the physician myself.

Question. There was no imblic expression of seutiment, either for the relief of the
negroes or of regret for the occurrence ?

Answer. No public expression that I know of in a form of a meeting. Everybody
regretted it though.

Question. Do you know of the existence of any secret political organization in the
State of Alabama ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not, except one.

Questioti. What is that?
Answer. I know of the existence of the Loyal League.
Question. That is a secret political organization ?

Ansiver. So far as I understand, it is. I never was in it.

Question. When was that organized ?

Answer. It was organized soou after the war. I suppose it has been in existence

from 186.5 up to the present time.

Question. Does its organization still continue?
Answer. I think it continued until a very short time before the last election last

November.
Question. What is its purpose ?

Answer. Its particular purpose is to fool and cajole the negroes, and make them vote
the radical ticket.

Question. How do you derive that information?
Answer. I got it from negroes. We know it exists because we have seen negroes who

tell us they go to the meetings.
Question. Have you any information from any quarter of the existence of what is

popularly known as the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. The only information I have received in regard to it was the crowd that
came in to murder Boyd ; that is the only evidence I have ever seen or heard of in

regard to disguised men in that county.
Question. Were you ever approached by anybody with the request to become a mem-

ber of any secret political organization ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. The White Brotherhood?
Answei: No, sir.

Question. Constitutional Union Guards ?

Answe): No, sir.

Question. Invisible Empire?
Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Knights of the White Camelia?
Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Nor any other similar political organization ?

Answer. No, sir; I know of no secret political organization in the State of Alabama.
I am certain there is none existing about my particular section.

Question. You are a member of the bar ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you read the proceedings of the investigation at Paytona ?

20
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Ansiver. No, sir ; I tliiuk I have heard them repeated on the cars. I never read
them.

Question. Have there not been for several years allegations of the existence of the
Ku-Klnx organization in Alabama?

Answer. I know that a gre at many people there believe that an organization of that
sort exists.

Quesiion. Have yon never felt interest enftugh in the matter to investigate the alle{;;cd

evidence of its existence ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I have made inquiries for it ; I have known others to make iuqniries

;

and I never conld find it ; I never saw it, and never saw a man who belonged to it. 1

have had as much curiosity about it as anybody else.

Question. Having made that inquiry, do yoiT give it as the result of your investiga^
tious in regard to secret political societies of all kinds in Alabama, that you are satis-

fied of the existence of the TTnion League, and that tliere is no evidence to satisfy you
that this organization popularly known as Ku-Klux ever existed there "1

Answer. None in that section of the country.
Question. I mean in the State at large.

Ansicer. I cannot speak for the other jjarts of the State.
Question. You can state your belief.

Answer. Well, I do not believe tb at it has existed in the State. I say this because I have
conversed with men from dilferent sections of the State. There may have been mem-
bers of that organization from other States who came into ours ; but I do not believe
there ever was a Ku-Klux organization in the State of Alabama. That is my honest
belief.

Question. Or a secret political organization known by any name which is responsible
for these outrages committed by men in disguise?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; or a secret political organization of any kind, I know of no polit-

ical organization in the State of Alabama, outside of the Loyal League, and the radical
party, aud the democratic council.

Question. The proceedings of the democratic council are public?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. It conducts the business of the publicly recognized democratic party ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Poland :

Quesiion. Who was this negro who shot at you ?

Answer. I do not know. I have tried to fiud out his name. I think it was a negro
who foruierly belonged to Chancellor Clark ; but I do not know what his name is. I

can furnish the committee with his name at any time.
Question. You say three men told you they saw him ?

Answe)\ Yes, sir.

Question. Di<l they not know him ?

Answer. One of them said he did, and the other two did not.
Question. One of them professed to know what his name was?
Answer. Yes, sir ; he professed to know his name.
Question. And the others could identify the man?
Answer. I suppose tliey, could.
Quesiion. From the information you obtained, you believe he intended to shoot you ?

Ansurr. Well, he may have intended it ; I do not know. The information I have got
about it is this: one of these men said positively that he shot directly at me, and the
others sny that they saw him shoot. I am satisli<-d that he shot in my direction, and
shot toward nic ; hut I know of no cause why he wanted to shoot nit>, unless, probably,
that it might have been owiug to the fact that he supposed I was going to do some-
thing to the crowd that was speaking on that occasion.

Question. You understand that the negro who shot was a radical or republican ?

Answer. I do not know whether he was or not.

Quesiion. Did you over attempt to have him prosecuted ?

Answer. No, sir.

•Question. Why not ?

Answer. AVell, I think he was arrested and put in jail.

Question. For shooting at you ?

Answer. For engaging in the riot, I believe, or something of that sort. He was ar-

rested anyhow, and put in jail by a man named Cockerell.
Quesiion. Why <V\d you not prosecute him for shooting at you ?

Ansuer. Because I was not perfectly satisfied as to the identity of the negi'o. I talked
to the negro myself, and was not satisfied as to his identity.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Quesiion. He denied it ?,

Answer. Of course he did.
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By Mr. Poland :

Question. The reason you did not have him prosecuted was the diflScuIty of determin-
ing the identity of the individual?

Answer. I am satisfied a negro from that place did it, but I was not satisfied as to

the identity of that particular negro.

Qi(cstion. How could there have been any difficulty in determining his identity if

three men saw him do it ?

Ansivcr. Well, sir, I do not know that he was the one. I was not satisfied in my own
mind about it.

Question. If the negro who shot was the one you suppose—the one who had belonged
to Chancellor Clark—did not everybody in your town, black and white, know him ?

Answer. I do not know ; he was not known to me ; I did not know him.
Question. You did not take any measures to prosecute him f

Answer. No, sir, I did not prosecute him ; his case was presented to the grand jury.

I did not ap])ear before the grand jury, and they ignored the prosecution.
Question. Did you bring his case before the grand jury ?

Answer. No, sir, I did not ; it was brought before the grand jury by other parties.

Question. Was a complaint m'ade against him before the grand jury for shooting at
you?

Answer. I understood there was.
Question. Who made the complaint ?

Answer. A man named Luther D. Cockerell.
Question. To which party did he belong ?

Answer. He had belonged to the radical party, but at that particular time he belonged
to tlie democratic party.

Question. He was the man who you understood made complaint before the grand jury
against this negro for shooting at you ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The complaint was made in this way : in our county parties are
put in jail on complaint made before a magistrate, and are kept there to await the de-
cision of the grand jury.

Question. What was the complaint against this negro?
Answer: I suppose it was assault and attempt to kill, or attempt to murder. I never

saw the complaint in my life ; I never paid any attention to it. I went to see the negro
and talk to him about it. I asked him if he did it, and he denied having any desire

to do anything of the sort. He said he was not the man.
Question. He said he did not shoot at all?

Answer. Yes, sir; he said he did not have any pistol to shoot with.
Question. Were you satisfied that that was so, ordid you think he was lying about it ?

Ansicer. Well, I was satisfied of this, and nothing more : I was satisfied that I was
fired upon by a negro, and I was uncertain" as to the identity of this one ; I was uncer-
tain as to his being the man who did it. That was the position I occupied, and I did
not care to prosecute the thing any further.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Whate^^er difficulty existed in your mind at that time as to the identity of
the particular negro who fired the shot, you were satisfied it came from the negro
crowd ?

Answer. I know, sir, that it came from the negro crowd, and I know that my pants
were shot ; I know, also, that ifc was the first pistol that was fired.

Question. Are you satisfied that was the first pistol tliat was fired ?

Answer. It was the first I heard.
Question. That tvas just at the moment when you and Governor Parsons and General

Wai'ner were standing together, and at the very moment when Hays either jumped off

the table or was thrown off?

Amiwer. Yes, sir; it was just about that time. General Warner was not standing;
he was sitting in a chair.

Question. If Mr. Hays or any other person has sworn that just at tliat moment some
persons who were stationed in the clerk's office commenced a volley of firing from the
windows of the office at the negroes, over your and Parsons's and Hays's head!! he is mis-
taken, is he not ?

Answer. If he saj^s that the firing there was commenced before this negro fired, he is

mistaken.
Question. If he says that the commencement of the firing was out of the window of

the court-house, he is mistaken ?

Ansive)'. That is a very clear mistake.
Question. I imderstand you to have said that during Governor Parsons's speech you

put certain questions to him ?

Answer. Yes, I did.

Question. Were you there most of the time that he spoke ?

Answer. I was there nearly all the time he was speaking.



308 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Questioi). Were your questions to the goveinor put iu a respectful way?
Ansicer. Yes, sir; Governor Parsons called my name at the time.

Question. He replied to you respectfully ?

Answer, Yes, sir ; I asked him if he indorsed this man Cloud, and he said, so far as

the report of the committee Tvas concerned, he did. I said, " That is not the question

I asked you
;
you are going around speaking and advocating the -cause of your party

;

say -whether you indorse the course of Cloud or not." He replied to me respectfully.

To ask questions in tJiat way is usual with us down there, and is not considered to be

discourteous.
Question. Is it a fact or not that at that time, or aboitt the close of Governor Parsons's

speaking, there was a general disturbance and hooting at him ?

Ansiver. Well, I saw nobody there that had a disposition to treat Governor Parsons

in any other way than kindly ; certainly not while I was in front of him, and not

while I was in his presence.
'
After he went round the court-house and away from

where I was, I do not know what happened ; but I never even heard that he was
treated discourteously while he was in town.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. How many men wore killed ?

Answer. None that I have ever heard of yet.

Question. How many died from wounds received on that occasion?

Answer. None. I do not believe that any one was seriously wounded, except the man
who had his thigh broken. I saw him about in four or five weeks after he was hurt.

The physician that I caused to be sent for attended him.
Question. Whence canje the report that fifry-four men were wounded and three or

four men died from Avounds received on that occasion ?

Ausicer. I do not know how that came about; I suppose it came from the imagina-

tion of some people ; I don't know where it came from ; I never could learn of that

many ; I am satisfied that none of them died, and there were none killed ; I know I

would have heard it if it had been the case.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did not the account published in the democratic paper give twenty-five or

thirty as the number who were wounded ?

Answer. I do not know. I hardly ever read that paper. I was not then a subscriber

to it, though I am now.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did Mr. Hays fire the first shot?
Answer. I do not know whether he did or not ; I do not think he did; I am pretty

certain be did not. I think the first shot was fired by a negro from behind.

Question. Did Mr. Hays order the negroes to tire?

Answer. I never heard hiui.

Question. Were you not standing close by him?
Answer. I was right close by him.
Question. Would you have heard him if he had given such an order ?

Answer. I was standing close by him. It does seem to me I have heard that Hays
did order tiic negroes to fire.

Question. Whence came the report so generally circulated that in the first place Hays
fired tlie first shot, and in the second i)lace, that he ordered the negroes to fire ?

Ansicer. I do not know.
Question. Was not that published in the democratic paper of that place at the time?
Answer. I do not know whether it Avas or not. I know I have heard it said several

times that Hays fired the first shot, and that he told the negroes to commence firing.

I have heard all those sort of things. Hays was on a little table. I do not tiuuk I

was more than about two feet from the table, talking to Governor Parsons, and I never
saw Hays tire a pistol, nor did I heai* him make use of any such remarks.

Question. There may be some reasons why Mr. Hays might be unpopular with the

negroes; but do you know of anything, totally disconnected with politics, or with the

present relations of parties in the State, that should make Mr. Hays particularly ob-

noxious to the democrats ?

Answer. I know that Mr. Hays is not a man to be trusted by friend nor foe. I know
that he has deceived his most intimate friends. I do not think that Hays is a truth-

ful man on hardly any occasion. I do not say this for the purposes of this trial ; but
I know him; I knew him when we were young men together, and I knew the degree

of contideuee the young men had in him then. He is a mau of no mark—a man of no
special force of charactei'—no marked character at all.

Question. Did you hear of the shot that was tired from the window of the circuit

clerk's room ?

Answer. No, sir ; I heard several shots fired ; they were fired fi'om the door.

Question. You know where the circuit clerk's window was?
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Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I know exactly. I was eittiug on the

those men left. When the firing had commenced, and after some holding up of pistols

and firing generally about in the air, I .jumped up and sat on the table just to see the

Btampede generally. I was amusing myself looking at the stampede.

Question. Did you hear a shot fired from the window of the circuit clerk ?

Answer. No, sir, I did not. I suppose you mean just at that time?
Qtiestmi. Just at the commencement of the affray ?

Ansn-er. No, sir ; I did not.

Question. Was the circuit clerk's window in front of you or behind you ?

Ansjcer. Behind me. Here is the circuit clerks window—two windows (illustrating.)

The table was in between the two windows, and was I sitting on the table with my
face toward the street.

Question. When the shot was fired ?

Answer. Oh, no; when the first shot was fired I was standing right by Governor Par-

sons.

Question. At that moment, when the first shot was tired, was the circuit clerk's win-
dow in front of you or behind you ?

Answer. One of the windows was to my right ; the other window was, you might
call it, diagonally behind nie.

Question" Were you fiicing the crowd?
Answer. No, sir ; my left side was toward the crowd of negroes.

Question. The court-house was to your right ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And the crowd of negroes to your left?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And the stand was to your front ?

Anstcer. No ; the stand where Hays was was about two feet from me, and my back
was to it ; and the negroes were around behind, extending up to the door of the court-

house.
Question. Then the stand was at your back, and distant about two feet from you ?

Answer. You call the talde, the stand ? Yes, sir ; it was right at my back. I was a
little in advance of the stand toward the negro crowd.

Question. But your back was to the stand ?

A nswer. Yes, sir ; my back Avas to the stand, and my back to Hays when he was on
the stand.

Question. You were about two feet from the stand?
Answer. Yes, sir ; about two feet froni the table they were speaking from.

Question. You heard distinctly the report of the jiistol; do you know from what di-

rection it came ?

Answer. No, sir; except that I knew it came from behind, and I knew very well that
it did not come out of the court-house. I knew it came from the crowd of negroes who
were collected in a row close by the door—;just this side of the door of the court-house.

They were thick all around there. I was satisfied that it came from there, not out of
the court-house. I speak of the first shot.

Question. Did the first shot come from beyond the table ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it came fi-om beyond the table from me.
Question. In your rear ?

Answer. Yes, sir. ^
Question. Where did it strike ?

Answer. It struck just about two inches below the crotch of my breeches ; I suppose
about three inches.

Question. Between your legs ?

Ansircr. Yes, sir ; it went between ray legs.

Question. Then it must have come directly from behind ?

Answer. It came from behind
;
the bullet hole showed so in the pants so far as we

could ascertain ; and I know it came it-om behind because I was in no other position
that tjay when I could have received a shot.

Question. Then it must have passed under the table, or over the table ?

Answer. No, sir ; it need not have done either. I was a little to the left of the table,

about two fet!t from the table, a little beyond it, between the table and the crowd of
negroes, two tVet in advance of the table toward Governor Parsons, and about a foot and
a half or two feet to the left of the table, toward the crowd.

Question. I understood you to say that the table was directly behind you ?

Answer. It was behind me, but not directly behind me ; itVas behind mo so far as
seeing Hays's maneuvers was concerned.

Question. The fact that you were struck became known to you after the matter was
all over ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I did not know that I was struck until I had wallied across the
street and gotten over near my ofiQce.

Question. How do you know, then, that you were struck on the first fire?
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Answer. That was the only firing that I was in range of; and the only one that could

possibly have done it was the first fire. I do not know of any other that could have

done it. I was in no position where I could have been hit afterward, or at any time

hefore.
Question. As soon as this firing was made was there a rush into the court-house on

the part of a company of white men who were there ?

Answer. No, sir ; I did not hear of it. There were a good many people in the court-

house door ; and a good many came to the door soon alter this firing was commenced.

The negroes were all round the court-house door, very thick.

Question. How long a time was there between the fii-ing of the first shot, and the

general firing from the court-house windows ?

Ansrver. Not long.

Question. AYas there general firing from the court-house windows ?

Answer. There was firing from the court-house door ; I did not notice any from the

windows.
Question. How many shots were fired from the court-house door ?

Answer. A good many—I reckon eighteen or twenty. I saw men holding up their

hands and firing into the air. They were shooting over the heads of the negroes, and

hooting and hallooing as I thought, just to see the stampede. I had no idea anybody

was being shot.

By Mr. Ste%tenson :

Question. There was hallooing?

Answer. Yes, sii*.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did you see any negroes fall?

Anstcer. Yes. sir ; at every firing that was made about a dozen fell ; I knew that all

of them could not be stnick ; the"y:ii'd was full of them.

Question. How many shots were tired altogether?

Answer. I cannot make any estimate. I reckon about fifty or sixty right there at

that time. The negroes went down town afterward, and there was shooting at the

railroad depot, or at least coming up the street from the railroad.

Question. Shooting by whom ?

Answer. Well, the negroes, after they had fired back, left and went on down to the

depot.
Question. How far from the court-house ?

Ansxver. About half a mile. When they got down there, they rallied and they came
back under the charge of a yellow boy riding on horseback. Down there I heard some

more firing ; I heard a great deal of firing down there. Just about that time the Fede-

ral troops arrived ; and they went down Prairie street.

Question. AVas anybody hurt down at the depot ?

Ansu-cr. No, sir ; nobody that I know of. I heard several pistols fired down there.

The negroes rallied to the number of about two hundred, and came up the street.

QuesUou. Is there among the white men in Greene County any eff"ort or understand-

ing- by any means to intimidate the negroes and keep them from voting the republican

ticket ?

Answer. None in the worjd that I know of; and I do not think there is any. I have

not seen anything of it.

Question, llavt- you heard any arrangements of that sort talked of?

Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard of such an-angements. I know that it is not so

80 far as the last electi<m is concerned.

Question. In any election ?

Answer. I have never heard of it in any other election, because we have never taken

any active part in any election until the last; scarcely any.

Question. Then you' do not know ot any purpose or understanding oil the part of

anybody to intiip.idate negroes, and prevent them from voting the rei)ublicau ticket?

Answer. No, sir ; I have known persons to persuade them, and beg them not to do it

—

talking to thom reasonably.

Question. How many cases of whippings of negroes have you heard of withiu the last

few years ?

Answer. I do not know; I cannot answer that question. I have heard of them, but

I do not recollect a single one. I have heard of several being whipped.

Question. As many as ten ?

Answer. I do not know; I have heard of several being whipped. I thought I could

call the names of several, but I cannot.

Question. Have you heard of negroi-s being whipped by men in disguise at night?

Answer. No, sir"; I never heard of but two disguised operations in the county in my
life ; those were the hanging of a man named Sam Colvin, and the killing of Boyd.

There may have been other cases. I have heard of several cases of parties coming to
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houses and whipping negroes. I thought I could mention some of the names, but I

cannot.
Qiictition. You say the negroes in Greene County now belong to the democratic

party ?

Ansiver. I say they voted tbe democratic ticket the hast time, and I believe they will

again ; for I have heard a great many of them express themselves.
Question. Do you believe they will vote the democratic ticket freely?
Anniver. Certainly.
Question. Of their own will and accord ?

Answer. I know they do ; I know they did at the last election we held there. The
Federal troops were within about forty yards of the polls, with their arms buckled on,

and with stacked bayonets. The ofBcer was there, and, according to the rules and
regulations of our election laws, no one was allowed to go within twenty feet of tlie

polls except the men who voted and the guard. Tbe negroes walked up and put their
tickets ill, and they were counted; and the vote of the county was counted out
democratic. I know of another little incident : About three mouths after that. I heard
it rung about in the papers, that Greene and Sumter Counties had been carried by
fraud, violence, intimidation, and all that sort of thing. I was persuaded by my friends

to come out for the office of mayor of tlie town of Eul aw. I am looked upon as a pretty
extreme democrat there. I did so. About twenty-five or thirt j' of my best friends were
then absent in Mobile. I used no undue intluence; in fact I had nobody to electioneer

for me ; and tliat ofitice had gone for the radical party by over three hundred. I ran
against Mr. Samuel W. Cockerell, the best and most respectable member of his party
in that county—a good man so far as I know—and I beat him three to one. My object

in running Avas simply to convince the people that the negroes there had aetuallj''

turned democratic- -We ran on party measures and party issues. That is a little cir-

cumstance I mention for the pnr])ose of showing that I believe the negroes there have
been truly ccmvinced that the democratic party is the party that they ought to be
attached to. There are divers reasons I could give for it.

Question. Do you speak of the counties of Greene and Sumter ?

Answer. I cannot speak so much for Sumter as I can for Greene ; but I believe it is

the same in Sumter.
Qnestion. Is the case generally the same all over the State of Alabama?
Answer. Well, sir, it is all over the State, wherever the democratic party is organized

and gets proper men to take charge of them.
Question. You mean take charge of the negroes ?

Answer. Yes, sir; by "taking charge," 1 mean persuading them and asking them to

vote properly, and telling them what they ought to do. They have received advice from
divers parties for a long time, until they have found out that they have been deceived

;

they tell me so ;
and that they are going hereafter with their old masters—their old

friends and old playmates. That is the sentiment that pervades the negroes in Greene
County. I have talked to all of them ; I have made speeches to them.

Question. What do yon white men of Greene County think of the reconstruction
jiolicy of Congress ; do you favor it ?

Anstver. Well, sir, I cannot say that we favor it. We have no oiijiosition to it. The
l)eople of Greene Cimuty, so far as the democrats are concerned, accept almost every-
thing. They do not objec^- to it. They swear by the constitution that was imposed
upon them by Congress some time ago ; they take all the laws as they are passed, and
there is no disposition on their part to violate any of thein ; I cannot say that they
favor them. They abide by them, and they are willing to adhere to them ; and so

far as they are concerned, they enforce them as laws of the country.
Question. Is it not your purpose to do all that you can to have some features of the

congressional policy changed ; for instance, the jirovision allowing negroes to sit upon
juries, the universal voting of the negroes, and their holding oftiee; I mean by legal

means?
Ansiver. Well, sir, it is not the sentiment of the democratic party of Greene County

to ever disturb the p(ditical franchise that is allowed to negroes ; I mean the right of
voting that is given to them, or their right to sit upon juries, or to hinder them in any
way from being regular citizens of the United States. Nobody there, that I know of,

is disposed to change any feature of the laws in that respect. It has been said (and it

has had a great deal of influence upon the negroes) that the objt^t and purpose of the
democratic party was to put the negroes back into slavery, and all that. 1 do not be-
lieve that there is a man in that section of the country who would do it if he had the
power to do it to-day. That is not the object of the democratic party of that section
of the country ; it is not understood to be.

Question. Yon said that Mr. Boyd had been active in prosecuting some offenders, and
had said that he knew the names of parties who had committed outrages; were those
outrages committed by men in disguise ?

Answer. Not that I know of, except this: in the case of Sam Colvin, that I spoke of,

Mr. Boyd said, as I understood—1 never heard him say so
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Question. I waut to know more particularly the natnre of the cases. What were the
charges against the parties whom he was prosecuting ?

Answer. He was not prosectiting any one. He intended to prosecute. He said he
would keep the grand jury in session six months unless he got a bill against them.

(Question. What were those parties' charged with ?

Answer. They were charged with the murder of a man named Sam Colvin.
Question. A colored man ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they alleged to be in disguise ?

Answer Yes, sir ; they were alleged to be in disguise when they hung him.
Question. There was auother-'case in which there was a hat found. What was the

charge against the party to wlioni the hat was supposed to have belonged ?

Answer. I do not know that I saw the hat myself; but I heard Boyd say, in the pi-es-

ence of half a dozen persons, " I have a hat that belongs to one of the marauders ; and
he thinks I do not know whose hat it is."

Question. Were they in disguise ?

Answer. I do not know. He made no charge as to who they were. That is all he
said. I do not know whose hat it was or where it came from.

Question. Was not the activity of Mr. Boyd directed against these raids by masked
men ? Was not that what he had set his face against, and what he had avowed Ma
determination to prosecute and expose ?

Answer. Well, sir, he was the attorney of the county, and it was his business to pros-
ecute these men, and he ought to have d(jne it if he did not. I only give these in-

stances of his having used these expressions in public as tending to show what might
or might not have caused his death.

Question. I do not ask al)out tendencies ; I ask whether the fact was not that he was
then actively engaged, and avowed his purpose to continue engaged, in the work of
exposing those disguised men who had been committing depredations in the vicinity ?

Answer. Well, sir, he made these remarks I state; you can draw your own inferences
as to the parties he was after. I do not know })urticularly that tliey were disguised men
any more than any other men. He was after other parties, I supjiose; at least he ought
to have been. I cannot say that his attention was called particularly to disguised men
or to other parties.

Question. I understood you to attribute liis killing to those open expressions of his
and to his activity against offenses committed by disguised men ?

Answer. I did not attribute it to anything ; I only stated what facts I knew in regard
to it, in order that you might ilraw your inferences. I do not know what Boyd's kill-

ing arose from. I do not know whether it arose from tiie lact that he had been the
murderer of young Brown, and that some of young Brown's friends did it ; or I do not
know that it arose from tlie fact that he was active ia the prosecution of these men;
I do not know what causes it arose from. I state all these facts in order that you may
draw your own inferences.

Question. Was it not a fact that the court was in session at the time he was killed ?

Answer. No, sir ; I <l() not believe it was.
Question. Was it not court week ?

An^wrr. Oh. no ; I rt>ckon not. He was killed on the 31st day of March.
(Jucslioii. ^^'as your court in session at that time ?

Answer. Ko, sir^ I do not think it was. I am satisfied it was not.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. AVhen does your court sit ?

Answer. Our court sits in May.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was any grand jury in session at that time?
Answer. Oh, no, sir; the grand jury only sits wlien tlie court is in session.

Question. What did Boyd mean by talking about keeping the grand jury in session

6Lx months ?

Answer. He could not do that. We only have a term of the circuit court there in our
county for two weeks at a time, and he could not keep the grand jury in session any
more than two weelcK. That was an ad captandum expression of liis.

Question. I sui)posed you might have some iieculiar law on the subject.

Answer. No, sir; we have none.
Question. Then his threat was that, at the next succeeding term of the court, he meant

to do all these things?
Answer. Well, sir, he meant to feiTct them out, I suppose. I never heard those

threats myself.
Question. At the next succeeding term of the court there was to be a grand jury t

Answer. Yes, sir: at every team of the court there is a grand jury.

Question. Boyd was killed then about a month before your regular session ?
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Jnsvier. Yes, sir ; he was killed about the Int of April, and onr court sits in May.
Quei^tton. Do you know whether Boyd had brought many witnesses before him, re-

duced their statements to writing, and gone into au investigation, preparatory to a
prosecution at the succeeding term ?

Answe>: No, sir; I do not. I do not see how he could have done it. He may have
summoned them before the grand jury. He had no right to call witnesses, unless he
called them as prosecuting attorney before the grand jury.

Question. Might he not have brought them before him in his office and privately
taken their statements ?

Answer. I know nothing in the world about that; he may have done it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You have been asked why the exaggerated report that at the Eutaw riot

three men were killed and fifty-four wounded was circulated afterward over the coun-
try. I will ask you whether or not it was understood by the democratic party gener-
rally that the report was circulated in an exaggerated form for the purpose of exciting
the negroes against the democratic party and getting their votes against that party?

Answer. I do not know for what reason that I'eport was circulated. I have heard
that something to that effect was published in a democratic paper; I do not know
whether it was or not.

Question. I am not asking for yom' own knowledge. I ask whether you understood
that such was the fact ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was generally understood about there that it was a fact that a
number of them were killed and great numbers of them wounded ; and that report
was put out there and circulated largely.

Question. For what purpose, as you understood, was it so circulated?
Ansiver. I do not know for what purpose ; but we understood it was published in all

the radical papers in the State, and a big fuss made over it. I do not know what was
the cause of it ; but I suppose it was to have some effect on some of their doings.

Question. One word about Boyd's activity in carrying on pro.secutions : Snoddy had
been killed before ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Snoddy was a white man ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Some negroes had been tried and sent to jail as the parties who had killed

him?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And they made their escape?
Ansieer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had or had not Boj'd failed to prosecute the negroes who had killed

Snoddy ?

Answer. He had failed. He did not do it.

Question. But when Colvin, the man who was supposed to have been implicated in
killing Snoddy, w-as killed, Boyd was very active and made these declarations in resj)ect

to arresting parties?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was it generally believed in your community that, because of Boyd's failure

to prosecute the murderers of Snoddy, and his extreme activity to implicate parties in
the killing of Colvin, some jjarties, either kinsmen of Brown, or implicated in the kill-

ing of Snoddy, killed Boyd from private motives ?

Answer. I believe, myself, that that probably might have been the case.

Question. Was Boyd killed because of his politics in any way?
Answer. No, sir; I do not think he was, because he had no particular politics that I

knew of. He was not by any means a dangerous man in politics.

Question. Inquiiy has been made about intimidatiou. Have negroes seeking to vote
the democratic ticket ever been intimidated by the loyal leagues or by other negroes ?

State what yon know on that subject.

Answer. During the time when we were voting on our constitution we tried on several
occasions to prevent the negroes from voting, and we tried to get those who did vote to

vote against the adoi)tion of the constitution ; and the Loyal League and those con^
nected with it did intimidate those who were desirious to vote with the democratic
party at that time. They were threatened ; they were fined ; they were supposed to
have been taken off privately and sometimes whij)ped by their comrades, for voting
the democratic ticket.

Question. According to your knowledge or information, was it generally the practice
for the negroes and the loyal leagues to intimidate, threaten, and even punish demo-
cratic negroes ?

Answer. I am perfectly satisfied that the Loyal League maintained its ascendency
down there for so long a time, from the simple reason of its intimidation and threats
over negroes who were at first induced to join them. As soon as they could get out of
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it^as soon as they learned that they could -violate the oath they took iu joining it,

without beiiifr thrashed, or fined by their comrades—they broke up the league.

Question. Were inducements held out to negroes to vote the republican ticket, by
promises of land, mules, and other things? State what you know on that subject ?

Ansiver. I know that all sorts of inducements were brought to bear upon the negroes
to compel them to join the radical party. >

Question. State anything you know iu regard to promises of land and mules.
Ansiver. I can tell you from what I know and have seen myself, and also from what

negroes have told me, that they have been promised lands and mules—forty acres of
land and a mule—on divers occasions. Many an old negro has come to me and asked
me about that thing. I can illustrate it by one little thing that I saw on a visit onco
to Gainesville, Sumter County. At a barbacue there I saw a man who was making a
speech to the negroes, telling them what good he had done for them ; that he had
been to Washington City and had procured from one of the Departments here certain

pegs. I saw the pegs. He had about two dozen on his arm ; they were painted red and
blue. He said that those pegs he had obtained from here at a great expense to himself

;

that they had been made by the Government for the purpose ofstaking out the negroes'

forty acres. He told the negroes that all he wanted was to have the expenses paid to

Mm, which was about a dollar a peg. He told them that they could stick one peg down
at a corner, then walk so far one way and stick another down, then walk so far another
way and stick another down, till they had got the four pegs down ; and that, when the
four pegs were down, the negroes' forty acres would be included in that area ; and all

be had to say to them was, that they could stick those pegs anywhere they ]>leased

—

on anybody's land they wanted to, but not to interfere with each other; and he would
advise them, in selecting the forty acres, to take half woodland and half clear ; that
nobody would dare to interfere with those pegs.

By the Chairman :

Question. What was the man's name ?

Answer. I do not know his name. This was some time ago. It has not been within
the last two years. He was there when the Government was collecting the confeder-
ate cotton in Gainesville. He was not a citizen of our county.

By Mr. Van Trump:
Question. What effect would that have on the negroes ?

Answer. Well, sir, the negroes bought the pegs, and he made about two or three hun-
dred dollars, I suppose, in less than two hours. I am satisfied of this, for I saw the
negroes buying from him; and the negroes were seen afterward knocking about there
•with these pegs.

By Mr. ConuRX

:

Question. Did any of them set up their pegs?
Answer. I do not know whether they did or not.

Question. Did you hear whether that peg business was kept up long ?

Answer. They did not keep it up long. I just give that as one little instance for the
purpose of showing how easily the negroes were duped.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was that a political meeting?
Answer. No, sir ; it was a barbecue ; it was not a political meeting. This man wa3

showing off on his own responsibility, I suppose.

By Mr. Beck :

Qu^'stion. lie was not an Alabama man ?

Answer. No, sir ; he was a man from up here somewhere. I cite that case for the pur-
pose of showing the means that were resorted to to seduce and cajole that class of
people.

Question. Have you heard the fact stated by quite a number of negroes that the ne-
groes did vote the republican ticket with that sort of promises made to them as induce-

ments to do it?

Answer. Well, I am satisfied that they voted the republican ticket from no other rea-

son than because they could not understand the political issues of the day at that time.

Men would take them in their loyal leagues, and would poison their minds against
their old nuisters and their old friends by telling them all sorts of tales.

Question. My question is simply whether you have heard negroes say that they were
promised lands and mules ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I have.
Question. Have you ever been present at any speaking where you have heard white

men tell them so?
Ansicer. Well, sir, wo are not in the habit of going to their speakings. I do not be-
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lieve tbat I ever was at any speaking where that direct statement has been made.
Most of their speaking was done formerly at night in their Leagues.

Question. The disguises which on two occasions, as you understand, were assumed in
' the county of Greene for the purpose of doing wrong, have been assumed, as you un-
derstand, not as a part of any organization extending beyond that particular act, but
for the purpose of disguising the perpetrators of that individual outrage ; is that the
way you understand it ?

Answer. That is the way I understand it to be. I do not understand it to be any
organization of that sort. It must be in that way.

Question. Those disguises have been assumed by parties as the means of concealing
themselves from detection?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you any idea that, if those men could be caught, they could escape
punishment by reason of any public sentiment favoring such proceedings ?

Answer. If they could be caught they would be punished ; I know they would.

By the Chairman :

Question. I understood from you that a number of persons charged with participation
in the riot at Eutaw are imder indictment in the United States court at Mobile ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have any indictments or cljargcs been made against any negroes, either in
the State courts or United States courts, for taking part in the riot on that occasion?

Aiistver. I do not think there have ; I do not know that there have.
Question. Throwing out of consideration the question who is responsible for that riot

or who ought to be convicted, do you believe that, if the negroes are responsible, there
can be a fair trial against them, cither in the State courts or the United States courts ?

On the supposition that they are indicted in either the State or United States courts,
can they be tried there, and if guilty convicted, or if innocent acquitted?

Answer. Yes, sir, certainly they can. I know that, if anything, our courts there are
more lenient .toward negroes than they are toward white men. I never have seen the
time yet that they did not have a perfectly fair trial.

Question. If, on the other hand, the persons are indicted in the Uifited States courts,
do you believe that the law can be executed—that they can be convicted if guilty, and
acquitted if innocent?

Answer. The United States court sits in Mobile ; and the law is bound to be carried
out.

Question. Then, in any point of view, whichever side may be in the wrong, you be-
lieve the laws now in existence afford adequate means for convicting the guilty and
acquitting the innocent ?

Answer. I do ; that is exactly what I mean.
Question. And you do not think that any further legislation is necessary to secure

that end as against oifenses of this sort ?

Answer. I am satisfied that no further congressional legislation is necessary to carry
out those ends.

Question. You say that the negroes do not or cannot understand the issues which are
presented in the political canvass now ?

Answer. I did not say now ; I said at the time I spoke of. Probably now they may
understand the issues, not perfectlj^, but better than they did formerly.

Question. You said they did not understand them at the time you sjjoke of?
Answer: No, sir ; they were the dupes of everybody who imdertook to deceive and

cajole them.
Question. Did not the negro understand that in the contest of the last few years with

reference to his freedom, the repuldicau party had advocated his emancipation and his
freedom, and that the democratic party had opposed it ?

Answer. That is exactly what they understood—that they were freed by the radical
party.

Question. They understood that ?

Answer. That was the only idea they had in the world.
Question. Then, when it came to the question of securing them their civil rights in

the courts to the same extent they are enjoyed by white persons, did they not imder-
staud that their enjoyment of civil rights had been advocated by the radical party and
opposed by the democratic party ?

Answer. Their rights before the courts?
Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. No, sir, the negro has always had, even when a slave
Question. I am not asking as to the fact whether they had any civil rights omot

;

but did they not understand that, with reference to conferring upon them additional
civil rights in the courts, the democratic party had opposed the conferring of those
rights, and the radical party had favored it ?

Answer. They were taught to believe that the radical party had conferred upon them
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the right of votiug and the right to be educated like other people, and they were also

taught that the democratic party was inimical to those things. They were falsely

taught that the object and purpose of the democratic party was to put them back into

slavery.
Quekion. Did they not understand the fact that the radical party had advocated the

conferring of civil rights upon them, and that the democratic party had opposed it?

Answer. Yes, sir; they understood that; those were about the only propositions they
did understand ; that is, they were taught to believe them, but they did not imderstand
bow or in what manner it had been done.

Question. Did they not understand that when the fourteenth amendment was pro-

posed, the rejuiblican party advocated a restriction upon representation unless suffrage

was conferred upon the negro, and that the democratic party for that reason opposed
the adoption of that amendment ?

Answer. I do not believe they ever went further than I have said. I am satisfied

that they do not now understand what is the fourteenth amendment, and what is the
fifteenth. They maj' have heard of the matter, but they do not know what it means.

Question. You think, then, that as to the fifteenth amendment they do nor understand
that the democratic party opposed it, and the republican party advocated it ?

Answer. I do not think they understood those amendments. They had a general idea
that the radical party freed them, gave them the right to acquire an education, and the
right to vote ; and that is just about as far a& they could comprehend the politics of
the day.

Question. Is their change from one party to another in Sumter and Greene Counties,

because they have become convinced that that was a mistake?
Ansiver. They have changed because they have been convinced that there were

promises and other things which have not been carried out, and that tbe democratic
party does not deny them any of those rights. They are satisfied that the democratic
party does not deny any of those rights to them now, nor desire to cut short any of
those rights.

Question. Yon think that they remain of the opinion that the democratic party as a
party was in favor of continuing them in slavery, and the republican party took the
opposite ground, and yet, notwithstanding this, they have gone over to the clemocratic

party on account of these i)romises which you say have not been carried out?
Answer. No, sir ; my belief is that they are satisfied they were mistakeu in the repre-

sentations that were made to them that the democratic party intended to reenslavo

them. We have sworn to them hundreds of times that we never intended any such
thing, and that the democratic party advocates now, and desires, that they shall be
educated, and does not desire to take from them the right of voting.

Question. I understood you to say that you have never heard any republican on the
stand, at a political meeting there, make promises of the kind to which you have
referred.

Answer. No, sir ; I never have ; I never have heard one on the stand, except this fel-

low with the pegs ; and I mention him simply for the i^urpose of illustrating the idea.

Question. He, you understood, was a man who was making money out of a side show
at a barbecue ? •

Answer. Not a show, it was a set speech.

Question. Tliere was nothing political connected with it ?

Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Poi..\nd :

Question. When was that barbecue?
Answer. A) tout the first part of 1866, or the latter part of 1865. As nearly as I can

make it out, it was when the Government was collecting the confederate cotton.

Question. If it was in 1866, it was under the [government established by President
Johnson, was it not ?

Ansteer. I do not know.
Question. You had no government under the reconstruction acts until 1868 T

Answer. Yes, sir, in 1868.

Question. Tlien it was before the reconstruction acts?
Answer. Yes, sir, I believe it was.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You have stated, in reply to a question of the chairman, that while a num-
ber of white men have been indicted for this riot at Eutaw, no negro has been indicted.

Ani<W(:r. None that I know of.

Que^'iiion. Doi^s not that arise from the fact that it is impossible to identify individu-

ally tile negroes who were concerned in that affair ?

Answer. 1 think it does.

Qi(Cf<tion. You found it impossible to identify the negro who shot at you?
Answer. Yes, sir ; those who have mixed in crowds with negroes know that it is the

hardest thing in the world to identify negroes.
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Question. lu a mixed crowd of furious negroes, firing, it would be impossible to iden-

tify the individual ^yho fired auy particular shot ?

Jnsiver. It would be very hard to do it.

Qaeation. Is that the reason why no indictments have been found against negroes ?

Antiwer. I do not kuow that that is the reason.

Que«lion. Would not that be a snfiieient reason?
Ansiver. That would be a sufficient reason.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Who moved in this affair to procure the indictments against the white
rioters ?

Answer. Well, we knew nothing in the world about it—at least I did not— until the
United States marshal came up there to arrest certain parties. The indictments were
found by the United States grand jury, which sat in Mobile, some two hundred miles
from us; and the first intimation we had of it was when these indictments came up
there, except in this one particular : this man Sam Brown, who was there, swore to a
Avarrant, and had the parties taken down, iu the first instance, to Demopolis, and there
tried before a United States commissioner.

Question. Is it not understood that the indictments were procured by radicals?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt about that. I will tell you the way some ofthem

started. This man, Sam Brown, a radical, made an afiidavit before the United States
commissioner at Demopolis, about twenty-eight miles from Eutaw, and had the parties

carried down there. Brown left, and the cause was continued before the United States
commissioner on account of the absence of witnesses. These parties were then put
under a bond of $2,000 to appear at Mobile on a certain day to be tried.

Question. Does not the fact that this prosecution was instigated by that party ac-

count sufficiently for the arrest of the white men?
Answer. Yes, sir ; that accounts for the arrest of the white men. I am an attorney

in the defense, and I know what the defense is ; and I do not see auy reason why the
parties should be indicted.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. How many white men were engaged in that riot ?

Ansiver. I do not know. There were probably about one hundred and fifty white
men in town that day ; there were three or four diunk. I do not know how many
were engaged in the riot.

Question. How many did you see firing ?

Answer. Well, I didn't see any particular man firing. I heard, as I stated before,

about forty or fifty shots.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many negroes were there ?

Answer. BetAveen 1,000 and 1,500.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. How many white men did you see engaged in the riot ?

Answer. Well, I did not see any white men engaged in it—not one.

Question. Did you not see any white man fire a pistol ?

Answer. I saw white men standing in the court-house door shooting up ; but I never
saw any white man shoot at a negro ; and I did not suppose any of them were doing
it till after the thing was all over.

Question. Whom tlid you see shooting pistols ?

Ansiver. I do not recollect any one. I was sitting on the table ; and I do not recol-

lect seeing a single man shoot or fire a pistol that day.
Question. You do not recollect seeing anybody shoot a pistol?
Answer. No, sir ; I do not recollect seeing a single man shoot a pistol that day.
Question. Do j^ou mean to say that you did not see anybody shoot a pistol that day ?

Answer. I saw, sometimes, arms sticking out of the door and firing from the door.

Question. Whom did you see standing iu the door when you saw pistols fired from
there ?

Answei'. I only saw arms sticking out. I was sitting on a table looking sideways.
While the shooting was going on, my attention was most particularly' directed to see-

ing the negroes run. •

Question. And in the whole of that affair you cannot say you saw a single man fire ?

Answer. No, sir, I cannot.
Question. Did you say you were president of the democratic meeting held on the

other side of the c^urt-house ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I said I was jiresent at that meeting.
Question. What was your position in the democratic party ?

Answer. I am secretary of the central council of the democratic party of that county
Question. You had beeu present at the democratic meeting ?
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Answer. Yes, sir, I had been at fhe democratic meeting, and some gentleman ^vas
speaking at the time.

Question. Yon had noticed the crowd of democrats present ?

AvMver. Yes, sir.

Question. I noderstood you to say that, so far as you observed, no strangers were
there from other counties or States?

Ansiver. There may have been strangers there, but I did not see them ; I did not
notice them ; there may have been several there, but I did not see them.

Question. I understood you to say that most of the murderers of Boyd, the body of
the crowd, were traced to Pickens County ; did you say that ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I said that the grand jury of Greene County made a rejiort to that
effect.

Question. What did the grand jury find as to the remainder of the crowd ?

Ansiver. The report of the grand jury was published ; I say the grand jury traced
them

Question. All?
Ansicer. I do not know whether it was all, or half, or one-third ; but the report of

the grand jury Avas that they traced them to Moore's Bridge, wliich crosses the Sijjsy

Eiver, leading into Pickens County. ; •

Question. Did the report of the grand jury convey the impression that they all went
there, or only a part of them?

Answer. My impression from the report of the grand jury was, that they all went
there ; that none of them belonged to Greene County.

Question. You say that you defended old Sam Colvin ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I defended him in regard to his complicity in killing young
Snoddy.

Question. What is your impression as to where the men who hung old man Colvin
came from ?

Answer. I do not know where they came from.
Question. Is there any impression that they came from Pickens County ?

Atisicer. Not that I know of; I never have heard where they came from; I only
heard the old man wafe killed by disguised men.

Question. And Boyd was threatening to prosecute those men, and said he knew some
of them.

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; as I understood, Boyd said he had no doubt wlio some of them were,
and that he intciuled to hold the grand jury in session six mouths, unless he had some
of them indicted.

Question. And it was while he was talking in that way that he was visited and killed ?

Answer. Not while he was talking.

Que.Htlon. I mean about that time ?

Answer. These things are attributed as causes of his having come to his death.
Question. It was during the time he was generally talking in this way, or shortly

afterward, that he was killed ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it is supposed that those declarations made in public had something
to do with it.

Question. Was it soon after he had made them ?

Ansicer. It was afterward.
Question. Soon after?

Answer. It was a short time after ; that is, it was reported to be a short time. I

never heard till after he was killed, when they were all avssiguing causes for it, that ho
had made them.

Question. Do vou not think it probable that the same men who hung Colvin killed
Boyd ?

Answer. I have no idea who killed Boyd, and I have no idea who killed Sam Colvin.
Question. Do you not think it probable that the same outlaws who killed Colvin killed

Boyd ?

Answer. I have no opinion on that subject.

Question. Have you no impression?
Answer. No, sir; no impression. If I knew who killed Boyd, I could probably draw

some conclusion as to who killed Colvin, or rather whether they were the same parties.

By the Chairman :

Question. How long after the riot at Eutaw did Brown make this affidavit at Demop-
olis ?

Answer. It was during the term of court—the 1st of May, or a short time afterward;
no, it was tlur latter part of the term of court. I recollect that these parties were car-

ried down to Deinopolis during the session of coui't. It was Saturday of the last week
of the court.

QueMion. You mean in May last ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I am not sure as to the time.
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Question. Was not that the time they were at Mobile, before the grand jury ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; May last was the time they were at Mobile, and the making of the
affidavit ^ras about fivo or six months before that.

Question. Then it would be in November last ?

Answer. When was the riot ?

Question. In October ; and I want to ascertain how long after the riot Brown made
the affidavit before the commissioner at Demox:tolis ?

Answer. A short time afterward, I think.
Question. You made the remark that after that firing from which, you suppose, the

ball passed through j'our pantaloons, yon got on the table, and were sitting there
amused at the efforts of the negroes to get away ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was the firing of whi^h you have spoken, as coming from the door of the
court-house, going on at that time ?

Answer: Well, a part of the time ; they had started it and stopped ; about twelve or
fifteen shots had been fired.

Question. You did not consider that there was any very serious riot on the part of the
negroes to indict them for, if you looked upon the firing as an amusement?

Answer. Well, sir, I had no idea that there was anything like a riot. I just thought
that it was a general stampede ; that some drunken fellows had got up a fuss for tho
purpose of scaring the negroes and seeing them run. I had no idea that any negro
was hurt, till afterward.

Question. Was it an anuising spectacle to you to see half a dozen men firing out of
the door toward that crowd ?

Answer. They were not firing toward the crowd; I never saw a man shoot toward
the crowd ; the shots were fired up above ; they were firing up in the air ; I saw these
men's hands raised.

Question. What was the shooting for ?

Anstcer. Just to make the negroes run, and to scare them; I had no idea that the
object was anything but to get up a general stampede.

Question. Did you see none of the negroes fall as if woxinded ?

Answer. I saw several of them fall. Nearly every tiring someieight or ten or twelve
would fall and roll up against the side of tho fence, until they got the fence piled so
deep that it gave way and fell.

Question. Had you then discovered that this ball had passed through your panta-
loons ?

Answer. No, sir; I had not discovered that, and I had not discovered that the negro
of whom I have spoken was shot.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did not the legislature of Alabama in 1866, when composed of men who
have since become democrats—before any negroes were in it, and before any carpet-
baggei's had gone there, ratify the thirteenth amendment, declaring slavery abolished ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Then that amendment was ratified, and the negro was really freed in Ala-
bama by a democratic legislature ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had not that legislature granted to negroes all the rights that white men
had, including the right to testify in the courts ?

Answe): Yes, sir, they had.
Question. Was that a democratic legislature?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That was before you had any republican organization, or any negro voting,
or any carpet-baggers there ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and such is now the law of the State.

By the Chairman :

Question. That was after the dispatch sent by President Johnson to the legislature
of North Carolina and Florida, stating that they could not be admitted under his policy,
unless they ratified the thirteenth amendment ?

Atisioe): I do not know what induced the legislature to do it.

Question. I aiif not speaking of the inducement ; was it not after that dispatch had
been made public that the thirteenth amendment was ratified by the Alabama legisla-

ture in 1866 ?

Answei: I think it was. I do not know what induced or infliuenced the minds of
representatives. I was a member of the legislature at that time, and I know the
thirteenth amendment was adopted unanimously, with the exception of about seven-
teen votes in the house.
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Hon. RICHARD BUSTEED, sworn and examined.

By the Chairman:

Question. You are the United States district judge in Alabama ?

Ansicer. I am.
Question. Does your district comprise the whole State ?

Answer. There are three districts iu the State; I am the judge of each of the dis-

tricts.

Questicm. Please state the knowledge derived by you from your official position and
your residence there as a citizen, as to the execution of the laws and the security of

property, person, and life in that State.

Ansu-ei: Do you mean the laws of the nation or thff laws of the State?
Question. Either, so far as they affect the security of person, property, and life.

Answer. Of my own personal knowledge, I know of no interruption to the execution
of the laws of the State or nation in the State of Alabama.

Question. Has there been anything to prevent the full and just administration of the
laws in the Federal courts in which you preside, either iu civil or criminal cases.

Answer. Never, except iu one instance, since I have been in the State of Alabama.
Question. What was that?
Answer. The attempt of the State auditor to disobey an injunction of the district

court of the United States in the middle district, issued to restrain the collection of a
tax.

Question. He refused to obey your injunction ?

Answer. He disobeyed the injuuction under the direction and advice, as ai)peared
subsequently, of William H. Smith, who was then governor.

Question. Did you attach him ?

Answer. He was attached.

Question. Did you compel obedience to that order ?

Answer. I did.

Question. Tlien the law was executed?
Answer. It was.
Question. Have you any knowledge of any combinations of any character in that

State which either prevent the execution of the laws or interfere with the personal

rights of any individual ?

Ansicer. I liave no personal knowledge whatever on the subject.

Question. What kuowledge have you, derived from your position as a public officer,

upon which you can place reliance sufticient to'report the knowledge to this committee ?

Answer. A year or more ago, at Huntsvillo, in the iiortheru district of the State, an
indictment was found in the district court of the United States against a number of
persons (I fort^et the exact number) for an outrage upon a colored man. That indict-

ment is untried. At a recent term of the district court of the United States in the
middle district of Alabama, two indictments were found under the enforcement act

of 1870, for alleged combination of per.sons to harm individuals. In relation to those

two last cases I wish to say that the district attorney informed me that one of them
was very ai)i)arently not ujion political grounds iu the least. It was the case of a
very outrageous lil)el published by one man against another, the person who was so

libeled meeting the person who had libeled him, together with another person, a negro,

and beating him. Those are the only official cases I know of. Those two cases are

also untried.
Question. In what county did that case happen for which the indictment was found

at Huntsvillc?
Answer. I Ibrget whether it was in Madison County or in some other county of the

northern district.

Question. What was the character of the offense charged?
Answer. It was a very grave one. The ill usage of the negro was of a very aggrai-

vated character—exceedingly aggravated.
Question. What was the nature of the treatment inflicted upon him ?

Ansirer. Beating him and assaulting him with knives. It was a very aggravated
case apparently.

Question. Was it a case arising out of an altercation, or was it committed by persons
in disguise ?

Aniiwer. I do not recollect which it was. I have no knowledge of the case except as

judge of the district court, and from the communications made to me by the then dis-

trict attorney of that district.

Question. Does your information enable you to say how that was ?

Answa: It does not now ; I have no such recollection as enables me to speak of it at

this time.
Question. Have you such information as to the state of affairs in Northern Alabama

as will enable you to say whether there has been any interference with the rights of
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persons or property, or whether life has been taken, by combinations of individuals

goiuj; in disiguise ?

Answer. I have no such personal information as enables me to state.

(jiunlion. Have you any such official information ?

Answer. None.
Question. Have you any information that you can give to the committee as bearing

on the subject which they have under investigation—the execution of the laws in that

State, and the security of person, property, and life?

Ansircr. I have nothing but an opinion, based on my judicial actiou i;i the State, and
my experience during ray residence there.

Question. lu what part of the State do you reside ?

Answer. In three parts ; at Mobile, at Montgomery, and at Huutsville
Question. Yon preside in those i^laces ?

Anstcer. I reside there as well as preside.

Question. Have you three residences in the State ?

Answer. I have not any fixed residence ; I have never been able to satisfy myself
that I reside in any one part of the State as against any other part.

Question. Do you think that either witnesses or jurors are interfered with or threat-

ened in anj' manner for attendance on yoiu' coiirt, or for the discharge of their duties

tiiere ?

^inswer. ^lost certainly not.

Question. Have you recenily held a court at Montgomery ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who was the foreman of the grand jury there ?

Answer. A Mr. Perkins.
Question. Do you know him ?

Answer. Slightly.

Question. Is lie a man of intelligence and respectability?

Answer. He is a man of apparent intelligence ; I know nothing of his character.

Question. You .saw him iu the discliarge of his duties at court ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did he make any presentment as to the occurrence of these outrages com-
mitted by persons in disguise ?

Answer. When the gi'and jury was discharged for the term they presented their

report ; it is hardly to be called a presentment, I think.

Question. It is not a in-eseutmeut naming anybody ?

Answer. Ko, sir.

Question. Did it fiud the general fact that outrages had been committed by persons

in disguise in the northern portion of the State, or any jiart of it?

Answer. I think that upon reading it, you will fiud that they hardly found that as a
fact ; it was arrived at rather inferentially than as a fact, I think.

Question. Did you charge the grand jury at the commencement of that term?
Ansircr. I did.

Question. Did you charge that they were required to find any information of this

kind, even although the law was distasteful to the people ?

Answer. I did. I charged them that the action of Congress in respect to the enforce-

ment law and the Kn-Klux legislatiou was within the power of Congress, and that

however distasteful laws may be to people, they must be obeyed.
Question. Did you see any indication in the public press of the State, that for the

discharge of his duty as foreman of the grand jury under your charge, Perkins ought to

be the subject f)f a Ku-Klux outrage ?

Answer. I think the report the'grand jury made was not warranted by the circum-
stances as they existed.

Question. That is not the question. Mter the discharge by Perkins of liis duty as

foreman of the grand jury under your charge, and the making of his rejlort, did you see

any iudicatiou in any of the newspapers of the State that he would be a fit subject for

a Ku-Klux visitation ?

Answer. No, sir. There were proceedings taken before me by the district attorney,

Mr. Minnis, growing out of an article in the Selma Times ; and an application was
made foi- a bench warrant for the arrest of Mr. Sappold, the editor of the Times.

Question. Is the article of which you speak the one in which these sentences occur,

referring to ilr. Perkins and his a.ssociates ?

"Our oiunion was then, and is now, that, if any hanging is ever to be done in this

section by Ku-Kluxes, that the men whose names were attached to that circular would
be a judicious selection, and one eminently lit to be made. But Mr. Perkins, esq.,

though he did not sign that card, goes to Montgomery, and in his official capacity a-s

foreman of the grand jury of a United States district court, says that ' in this district

there have been frequent "and outrageous violations of law/ and by thus speaking, calls

for the enforcement of the infamous Ku-Klux bill?"

Ansiver. I think that is the article.

21
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Question. The article from which I have just read appeared in the paper dated Mav
30, 1871. Was that about the time ?

Answer. I tliiuk it was. If I had my scrap-book here, I could tell you accurately.
Question. Did you look upou that as au iucitemeut to outrage agaiust the foreman of

the grand jury because of the discharge of what he deemed his duty, whether he was
mistaken in his view or not ?

Ansicer. My recollection of the article is, that the reference to the hanging by Ku-
Klux was referable to some other paper which Mr. Perkins ha^ feigned while a resident
of Sebna.

Question. State whether tbe article which I now hand you is the article to which you
refer. If so, it will be appended to your testimouy ?

Ansicer. (After examining the article.) That is the article. [See pages 329, 330.]
Question. That apjjeared after Mr. Perkins had "acted as foreman of the grand jury iu

your court ?

Answer. I believe it did.

Question. Did you look upon that as having no tendency to interfere with the admin-
istration of justice in that court, or to incite to the commission of violence uj)on the
foreman of the grand jury for having discharged his duty ?

Answer. I did not so regard it.

Question. What was the party politics of Mr. Perkins ; was he a democrat or a
republican?

Answer. I really do not know. •

Question. Have you any knowledge of the party character of the paper in which the
article referred to was published?

Answer. I believe it to be a democratic paper ; and that part of the article which
speaks about the hanging by Ku-IGux, refers to an act of Mr. Perkins which had
reference to the Selma people—some document or other which had been published up
there.

Question. Is there any state of public sentiment in that part of Alabama which is

calculated to interfere with the execution of either of the acts of Congre&s you have
referred to—theenforcemcut act of 1870, or the Ku-Klux law of 1871?

Answer. I think there is a very decided public sentiment against them both. I do
not thiidc that public sentiment goes to the extent of any desire or attempt to inter-

fere with the execution of those laws.
Question. Have you yet tried any cases under either of them ?

Answer. No, sir. I gave a construction to the sixth section of the act of 1870 upon
an api)lioati()n to me as a committing magistrate in the middle district. I gave such a
construction as gave effect to the law of Congress. I held that the law was intendeil
to embrace every combination of two or more persons to do any injury to any citizen

in any respect touching his life, his proi)erty, or his happiness. Subsequently, wlien I

was holding the circuit court with Mr. Justice Woods, at Mobile, the same question in

eubstance arose upon a motion to quash -the indictments, if I recollecTt aright. Mr.
Justice Woods concurred witli me in the view which I had pniviously taken of tlie

enforcement act ; and he wrote and read the opinion of the couro on that subject. la
charging the grand jury in the middle district at Montgomery within a short time, 1

rcaftirmcd the power of Congress to pass this legislation, but there have been no trials

of indictments found either under the enforcemeut act or under the Ku-Klux legisla-

tion.

Question. We understood yon as ex])vessing the opinion that the focts did not justify

the linding of the grand jury of which Perkins was foreman?
A^iswcr. The presentment yon mean ; I did think so.

Question. That presentment was that thei'c were numerous outrages eonmiitted by
persons iu disguise against citizens in the northern district of the State?
Answer. I think not. I have the presentment at my hotel.

Question. There is a quotation from that presentment in the article alreadv refeired

to?
Ansicer. Well, the article written editorially and the quotations will give you no

idea of the presentment itself.

Question. What was the general effect of the rcjwrt or presentment, whichever you
call it ?

Answer. It was rather an argument derived inferentially from what did not appear
before the grand jury than from what did appear before it. It was rather au argu-
ment by inference than a statement of fact.

Qucsiicn. Were you acquainted with the testimony given before the grand jury ?

Answer. I could not be, of course.

Question. That testimouy was known only to them ?

Ansicer. I presume so.

Question. Your opinion is based upon your want of information ?

Answer. Ujiou this report.

Question. 1 speak of the existing state of affairs in that portion of the State. You
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eaid you had uot information which would enable you to speak of the condition of
things there ?

Answer. I have no information that enables me to state whether there have been any
violations of law other than tbose which have been presented in the form of indict-
ments in my own court.

{Question. Th'- grand jury spoke from testimony with which you were not acquainted 'i

An»wer. I do not Iukav about tbat.

Que^iiion, Yon do uot know upon what evidence they made their report ?

Ansn-cr. My recollection of the report and its weakness is that it rattier art^ues infer-
entially from the absence of witnesses than makes positive statements from the pres-
ence of witnesses ; tliat,is my recollection.

Jlr. Yax Tkump :

Question. Was tbat patent on the fixee of the pa]^»er ?

A nswei: Tbat is my idea.

By the Chaikmax:
Question. Taking that view, to AA-hat motive do you attribute this article suggesting

tbat these persons would he tlie lu-oper subjects of a Ku-Klux visitation ' Wliat eliecfc

do you think that would be likely to have ui)ou a commuuity in which it is alleged
there are bands of Ku-Klux ?

Ansinr. For my own part I pay very little respect to (he vaporous and rabid writings
of political editors ; I have very great contempt for them myself; they have no influ-
ence npou me ; I cannot suppose they influence other people very greatly.

Question. I am uot asking for their influence upon you.
Ansnx'r. I suppose they do not influence others. I judge others by myself. I sup-

pose that gentlemen of educition, intelligence, and courage disregard with great con-
temptuousness such publications ; I know I do.

Question. Have you any knowledge as to who compose the class called Ku-Klux,
in that State, if such exist ; are they gentlemen of education and intelligence '?

Ansicer. I think they were, sir ; I think that as a general thing they Avere ; those
Avho did compose such organizations I ha\-e uo doubt AA-ere geutlemeu of education
and intelligence.

Question. To Avhat extent did those organizations exist, in your belief?
Ansver. AVell, my opinion on that point is the merest matter of belief; I bfelieve

that thej' did exist to a Aery considerable extent in the northern district of the State
at one time.

Question. How long since

?

Answer. Perhaps a year and a half ago.
Question. To Avhat part of the State do you wish yonr remarks to apply ; can you name

the counties which compose the northern district?

Answer. You haA'e me at a disadA'antage ; I cannot do it.

Question. You could with the map before you ?

Answer. Yes, sir. (Witness examines map.) I should name Lauderdale, Jackson,
Franklin, Lawrence, Morgan, Marion, Winstor,. Blount, Madison, Calhoun, and there
may be others. I do not speak A^ery familiarly about it.

Question. Those are the coimties in which, according to your belief, the organization
did exist a year and a half ago?

Answer. On the assumption that they are within the northern judicial district, I
i refer to those counties.
' Question. Did the organization commit any A'iolations of law in that portion of the
State ?

Ansu-er. Xot to my personal knoAvledge.
Question. For what jmrpose did the organization exist, so far as your information

goes?
Answer. I do not think I can giA-e a very accurate answer. I do imt knoAv.
Question. What A\ere the facts which impressed u^xm you the belief that the Ku-Klux

organization did exist?
A)isH-er. The fact that I was so informed.
Question. And was composed of men of intelligence ?

Answer. The fact that I Avas so informe<l.
Question. From whom did you deriA'c that information?
Ansicer. From a gentleman resident in Madison County, at Huntsville.
Question. Who Avas he ?

Answer. I prefer not to giA-e his name. I have no doubt he was entirely sincere in
giving me the information.

Question. Did he sxieak of it as information that was positive ?

AuMcer. He did.

Question. He had positive information of the existence of Ku-Klux ? .

Answer. He had.
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Question. Uuless tliere is some reason of public policy why his name sliould be witb-
hold, he is the very gentleman whose name we would like to have.

Ansuer. I cannot give his name unless I am compelled; and I trust I shall not bo
compelled.

Qucbiion. Do you decline to give his name?
Answe)\ I hope you will not j>ut me in that attitude. I think the infonuatioa was

confided to me confidentially, and uuless there be some reason of public policy requir-

ing it, I trust you will not compel me to answer. I believe what he said to be true.

Question. Do you believe he was a member of the organization himself?
Answer. I do not ; I know he was not ; but he was a southern gentleman, and a mau

whose opportunities of knowledge were very good.
Question. Have you any objections to stating what he said ?

Answer. Not the slightest. He merely stated that the Ku-Ivlus did exist in th©
northern district of the State, and that he had seen them.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did he state the purpose of the organization ?

Anstvcr. No, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. That was the extent of the information he gave you ?

Answer. That was the extent of it ; and aside from that I have no personal kuawl-
edge on the subject of the existence of the Ku-Ivlux.

Quention. Did he say how extensive the organization was ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did he state whether it existed in each of those counties?
Answer. No, sir, he did not state.

Questiooi. Did he state how many members were in it ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Unless you have some other fact bearing ujjon the general subject of inquiry,

which you deem it proper to communicate to the committee, I have nt) further ques-
tions to ask.

Answer. I do not know of anything that I can on my own motion suggest to you
which would be desirable or useful.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. When were you apjwiutcd judge ?

Answer. In 1863.

Question. By whom ?

Answer. Hy President Ijincoln.

Question. You have not been in the State ©f Alabama all the time since your appoint-
ment f

Answer. I have not. I firet held court in Alabama in November, 1865. I first went
into the State in July, 1865.

Questimi. Have you had any difficulty in executing the laws or the orders of the
court ?

Ansxcer. Not the slightest, except in the case to which I have referred.

Question. What is the demeanor of the lawyers, jurors, and suitors in the coiTrt?

Answer. Always respoctfnl—utterly so to the court. I choose to make a distinction

between the court and the i>crsou who fills the office of judge.
Question. Is it lu^cessary to employ the United States troops to enforce any of the or-

ders of th*i court ?

Answer. Not iu the least.

Question. What, in your opinion, i.s the condition of Alabama as respects obedience to
the Govi^rnnient of the Uuitetl States f

Answer. 1 think that the people of that State are resolved upon obeying the laws of
the country. I think they are not disposed to approve any violations of public law.

Question. Do you know anything iu regard to the riot at Eutaw, except as it comes
before you officially ?

Anawcr. Not exce])t as it comes before me iu my capacity as judge of the circuit court

at Mol)ile, and as I read it in the newspapers of the State.

Question. Tliere has been no trial yet ?

Answer. No, sir; those cases were adjourned upon motion of the Govenimeut for the
terra. The Government was not ready to try them when we held circuit court last at
Mpbile. That was, I think, in April of this year.

Question. What is the character of persons holding office in the State of Alabama
«ndcr the constitution of 1868 ?

Answer. Their general character for intelligence is not good, and their general char-
acter for liqiiesty is not good.

Question. Do they command the respect of the people of the State ?

Answer. They most certainly do not.
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Qimiion. WLkb class of i)er8on*in the State supplies the greatest number of crimi-

snals, the -whites or the blacks ?

Answer. The Lkclv people. They are the most ignorant; and ignorance is apt to

furnish more criminals than knowledge.
Question. Do yon know anytlaing of the iiuanciarconditi'On of the State ?

Ansurr. I do not, except as i read it in the ncTTspapers and in the reports of the

3Qioney-market.
Question. liow does it appear from the reports of the ni©ney-markct ?

Answer, The frnancial condition of the Stat«of Alal^arna is rerj' good indeed, much
better thaai it was.

Quesimi. Better than it was at what time ?

Atmrcr. It is better to <lay than it was during the a-dministraiion of William H. Smith
as its governor, a great deal better.

Question. Do yon know anything of the character of a man named Rev. Mr. Lakiu ?

Aiisiccr. I know Mr. Lakiu.
Qmsii-on. What do you know of him*
Atisioer. He has called tipon me when I have gone to Huntsville to hold court; and

that is about all I know of him.
Quesfion. He ma^le a statement here in reference to your court. He was speaking of

parties who had been identified and indicted before the United .States court at Hunts-

ville under the civil-rights bill, i will read a part of his examination

:

" By Mr. Stetv'-eN'SON :

" Quesfion. Have they been tried yet ?

" Aii»iver. Jso, sir. There never has been one of them tried in that court. I think

there were some tbirty-tliree iwlictmeuts, as I learned from tile foreman of the grand
jury, aaid from one of his colleagni-es ; .and seven of those indictments were for man-
slaughter aod murder iu the first degree.'"'

Were there tJiirty-thrfie indictments in jo2ir court, and sev.en *f them for man-
slaughter and murder ?

Aiwiccr. Oh, no, sir; kotJiing of the kind.

Question. Then that statement is false ?

Ansicer. Well, it is not tlie fact.

'Question. He says tliat of all those thirty-three persons indicted, but two liad been ar-

rested, alth-ough seven of them were murderers, and that the two arrested were ar-

rested for illicit .distillitig. Is that statement trae ?

Answer. I should think not. I am not the district attorney^ and I am not the mar-
shal. I can only speak from such knowledge as would naturally come to moasjudge

;

I do not know anything abeut it ; but I do not think ix can be true.

By the Chairman::

Qwestion. The question which has been asked is whether the facts stated ar« true

:

:aot whether it is true that Charlton stated them to Lakin.
Amvxr. J -do not think the facts can noesibly be as stated ; I think if so they would

certainly have come to nay know3edg.e.

By Mr. Bl-VIR-

Question. If there had been thirty-three indictments found in your court und>.--r the

^pivil-rights bill, and seven for maualaughter aud murder, is it not a very striking fact,

which would come to your knowledge ?

Ansuicr. 1 think it certainly would have.come to my knowledge ; it would have been
very extraordinary if it had not. The then district attorney was.ajxeiilous, faithful offi-

<;er, and my relations with him were those of personal kindness and fi-ee intercourse.

Question. As this is an entirely new class of CiLses^ in which the court before had no
jurisdiction, the finding of so hirge a number of indictments, .and for crimes so grave
as manslaughter and mui'dcr, could not, under the circumstances, have escaped your
attention?

Ansioer. I think not; I tliink it would liave been impossible,

Queatmu I read also from the testianouy of Mr. Laldn, the following

:

'' BeforeJudge
Charlton reached bis home in Siunmerville he was clandestinely nmrdered, in Decatur,

su tliH night, seven buckshot entering his body." Do you know anything about that ?

Aiisiv-c^\ 1 liJiow that he v/as mnrdei-ed ; but as I understand the tact, it was rot on
^is retui-n from doing duty as a grand juror. The court had adjourned. Judge Charl-

ton luid been into xuiotlier .State ; he took the train of cars for Decatur, and wa.s gouig,

'IS I am informed, to the house of a Mr. Hinds in Decatiir, when he was murdere<l in

the wjiy described.
Question. Is it known for wliat he wa.s murdered^
AiisKcr. There are two theories upon that subject. He was a 'very excellent foreman

c'f a grand jury, and appeared to be a very desirable, good citizen. There are -two

:.L»eDriesas io-jdm manner £)f Ms death. There is a theory th;it his acting upon the
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graud jury made bim obuoxiovis to some persons ; "nnd there is a theory that be was
oae of two clans in the neighborhood that were constantly at war one with anotber.

By Mr. Vax Teump :

Question. What sort of clans?
Answer. I mean arising out of private family feuds.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was he foreman of the grand jury of the United Statescourt at Huutsvillc ?

Annwer. He was.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. The statement is :
" Before Judge Charlton reached bis home in Sumuier-

ville he was clandestinely murdered in Decatur, in the night."
Ansicer. If that statement is intended to convey the impression that bis murder took

l^lace upon bis return from executing bis duties as foreman of the graud jury, it is an
error, as I am informed and believe. I have no personal knowledge on the subject.

Question. I read further from the testimony of Mr. Lakin

:

" By Mr. Pool :

" Question. Have any of those parties who were indicted at that time been arrested at

all?
" Answer. No, sir. Tbeii- names are not on the marshal's books at all. There have

been no capiases issued, and consequently no arrests and no trial.

" By Mr. Bl.vir :

" Question. This was in the United States court ?

" Answer. Yes, sir.

'• By Mr. Vax Trump :

" Question. How long ago ?

" Answer. A year ago last fall.

" Question. Do you know the reason why they have not been prosecuted?
" Answer. I think our courts in Alabama are a farce ; not only a farce, but a mockery.
" Questio)i. The United States courts"?
" Answer. I think all of them put together are."

The Chaii;m.vx. It is proper to remark that Mr. Lakiu apiieared afterward and made
an explanation of tliat part of tlu^ testimony.
Mr. JiLAiR. What was bis explanation '?

The Chairman. It is on page I.'jLJ of the testimony. I will read it:
" Question. You have expressed a wisli to me to make an explanation of a. statement

which you gave in your testimony yesterday regarding the courts of Alabama. You
may now go on nud make whatever explanation you wish on that subject.

" Answer., I wisli to say this : I intended, in what I said, no rellectiou upon the judges
of the courts. I am not a lawyer ; but on mature reflection I am of the opinion that,

in legal parlance, what is meant by the term 'caurt' is the presiding judge. I had
no intention of casting any reflection upon the judges of the courts. I know most of
tlie judges in Ahibama, and am very iutiniiile with some of theui. I regard them lis

above suspicion, nionof line legal abilities, and 1 know the earnest and persevering etlbi'ts

they have made to bring crimiuals to justice. My remarlc was based npon this fact

:

That in regard to all of the murders and outr-isges that I have knoAvn in Northern Ala-
bama I have not known of one pereon brought to justice and puuishwl. The judges
have delivered very able and pointed charges to the grurul jiuies, but somehow crimi-

nals have slipped through the courts unwhipped of justice. When 1 said that our
courts were a farce I bad no reference whatever to tlie judges ; I simply meant that
there was a system of influences, or something of that sort, which has enabled crimi-

nals to escape unwhipped of justice ; that is my meaning exactly."
Mr. Blair. I was not i)resent when be made that explanation. I was struck by hi.-*

first statement on tlie subject, and also by the statement to which I have drawn tho
fttteution of Judge Busteed, in reference to the number of indictments in the United
Slates courts. 1 knew it was impossible that indictments to that number under that
law and for such grave offenses could have been Ibmid withottt the judge knowing it.

Answer. Tlie indictment in the northern district to which I have referred as untried
was postponed. l>y consent of the district attorney, at the last session of the court iu
Huutsville, which was also in April of this year. The court has always boen ready to
tiy the indictments.

By, Mr. Blair :

Question. Do yon know Senator Warner ?

Answer. 1 do, slightly.

Question. Was he ever summoned to serve as a juror in your court ? •



ALABAMA. 327

Answer. He -u-as.

Question. Did he escnsc himself from service ?

Ansnr.r. He did.

Question. What \Yas the ground of his excuse ?

Answer. That he.was a memljer of the senate of the State of Ohio.

Question. Wheu was that ?

Ansu-er. My recollection of dates is exceedinglj- poor. I think it was iu 1867

;

although I "would he unwilling to state it with any d(.'gree of positiveness.

Question. Do you know of any indictments in the district courts of Alabama for the
violation of the election law ?

Answer. I do not think any such indictment exists in the courts of the United States
there. The only cases I recollect are those I have already referred to, the case at
Huntsville, the two cases in which indictments were recently found by the grand jury
at Mont^^omery, and the cases growing out of the disturbance at Eutaw, which were
postponed at the circuit court in Mobile.

Question. At whose instance were those cases postponed ?

Answer. At the instance ofthe defendants, but upon the necessities of the Government.
The Government was not ready to try them, and the court was of the opinion that
the defendants ought not to be longer held; that they were entitled to either post-
ponement or a triah

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. You have a law in Alabama, to that effect ?

Ansrcer. I do not know about the State law. At all events, the court was clearly of
the opinion that they must either be tried or their cases be postponed, for it was un-
willing to hold the defendants there at the mere will of the Government for any pur-
pose.

By Mr. Blah? :

Question. To what time were these i^ostponed ?

Ansicei: Till the fall term of the circuit court at Mobile.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Qucstioii. The Goveinmcnt wanted a postponement till a later day in the term ?

Answer. It asked that.

Question. At the term spoken of, about a year ago, do you know- how many informa-
tions or presentments to the grand jury were made out 'i I do not mean bills actually
found, but cases presented to the grand jury.

Answer. I do not think there were more than two; that is my recollection.
Question. I mean of all criminal cases.

Answer. I speak of criminal cases arising under the enforcement act.

Question. I speak of all cases-

Answcr. I do not know-.

By Mr. Blair :

Questior. There could not be any other criminal cases escex^t for violation of the
revenue laws ?

Answer. Only violations of the revenue laws.

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. I speak of all cases.

Ansicer. There were not many ; I do not recollect the number.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. I wish to call your attention to a statement of Mr. Latin, referring dis-
tinctly to this class of cases: " Ansivcr. It was reported that they were all indicted.
It was before the United States court under the civil-rights bill."

Answer. That statement is exceedingly Avild—nothing could be much wilder.
Qulstion. What iu your judgment is the condition of atfairs in Alabama, as to the

execution of the laws generally, and as to the protection of life, liberty, and property
in the State?

Answer. I am of the opinion that life and property are just as safe to-day iu Alabama
us they are in any of the other States of the Union. I think there has been a very
marked change in these respects since the inauguration of the present governor of the
State. While William H. Smith was governor of the State, I complained with a great
deal of bitterness, in a long letter which I wroto-to Senator Spencer, as to the want of
protection to life and person ; but I am of the opinion that life and property are as safe
iu Alabama to-day as they are anywhere.

By Mr. Pool :

, Question. Mr, Lakiu iu his testimony says that he is not a lawyer. He says, " It was



328 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEEN STATES.

reported that they were all indicted." He also says, " I thiuk there -R-ere some thirty-
three indictments, as I learned from the foreman of the grand jury and from one of hi?^

colleagues." Do you know whether the grand jury had as many as thirty-three of
this class of cases under investigation ?

Answer. I have no idea that they had.
Question. Did they have any under investigation ?

Answer. They must have had, because there was one indictment found.
Question. Is it not possible that Mr. Lakin, being as he states, no lawyer, may have

mistaken an investigation before the grand jury for an indictment ?

Answer. I think not. Mr. Lakin is a preacher, and he is a man apparently of cer-
tainly ordinary intelligence and capacity.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. What is Mr. Lakin's general character in the community ?

Answo: I do not know, sir. I concern myself very little with the general repatation
of any person ; very little indeed ; not at all. 1 resist with very great industry any
scandal. I have done so all my life, and i)roi>ose to do so.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Is he not understood to be pretty wild in his imagination in regard to facts ?

Answa: Those statements read to me by Mr. Senator Blair are exceedingly wild. Mr.
Lakin has been before you, and you are all judges of human character. He is a man
that talks a great deal.

Mr. Blalk. We want this testimonS', not simply for our own information, but for the
information of others.

Ansicer. He is possibly a man who makes statements without as much attention to a
basis for them as might sometime^s be desired. I should judge that from the conver-
sations he has liad with me when he has called upon me at Huntsville.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Why have not those indictments other than for tlje Eataw riot been tried?
Ansiver. Yoir refer to the one at Huntsville, and the other two at Montgomery ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. The oue at Himtsville has not been t«cied, because it was postponed by con-
sent of the United States district attorney and the persons appearing for the defense.

The two cases at Montgomery have not been tried -because the indictments have just
been found ; they arc not two months old. These indictments were found under the
construction I gave to the enforcement act of Congress.

Question. Did the grand jury in the i)ublication to which you have referred—that
report made to the court or whatever it may be called—complain that they could not
get witnesses before them ?

Answer. I prefer to speak of that report with a copy of it before me. I do not think
my memory of ils contents sulliciontly accurate to enable me to sjieak of it.

Quest ion. You have that report at yoiu- hotel ?

Altswer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have yon any objections to furnishing it to the committee ?

Answer. No, sir. I could also furnish, if desired, the proceedings upon the application

of the district attorney for a bench warrant against the editor of the Se]ma newspaper
ami the answer which was tiled to a rule nisi, which I granted instead of a bench war-
rant, and the opinion of the court which I delivered upon the application itself.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is the report of the grand jury a part of those proceedings or is it a sepa-

rate paper ?

Answer. 1 have it separately and can furnish it if you desire it.

By Mr. Pool :

I desire that the report should accompany this evidence. [See page 330.]

By the Ciiair5\ax :

Qucslion. Have any of these Ku-Klux outrages, so far as you have heard, been com-
plained of since the change of administration in the State government?.

AKswer. My impressions are that there have been some since. That is my general
recollection of the newspaper reports.

Qucslion. Have tlx; perjietrators of any of them been brought to justice?

Answer. I do not know, sir. .

Question. Had any been before ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. So far as regards that cla.s8 of outrages, has there not existed under all

administrations the dilhculty of tinding out the guilty parties and identifying thcmf
Answa: I thiuk that difficulty has existed. ,
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*
Question. Ha-s it been reniovecl by any chanj^e of admiuistration ?

Aiisivcr. I think tbe only remedy that has been found is the legislation of Congress
and the investing of the national courts ^vitb jurisdiction of the ciinies committed by
combinations of xiersons.

Quesfiou. Uii to this time has there been, so far as yon know, any onnviction in either

the State or the Federal courts for what is j)oxiularly known there as a Ku-Kiux
outrage ?

Anaiver, I do not know anything about the State courts at all. There have been
none in the Federal courts.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Have you a copy of your charge to the grand jury at Huntsville ?

Answer. I have it at my hotel.

Question. Please send us a copy that it may be made a part of your testimony. [Wit-
ness did not furnisb the document. ]

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Has the passage of the recent acts of Congress had a good efiect in the
State of Alabama in suppressing this kind of lawlessness?

Aiisivcr. I do not know. I do not think sufficient time has elapsed to determine that
question. My impressions are that the legislation of Congress iu that respect is des-
tined to effect a public good. I think it is destined to repress violence at the hands of
persons who might otherwise hope to escape by the leniency of a State administratio:).

I think it will have a good public effect so far jls that violence and disoidcr are con-
cerned. I do not mean to express an oxiinion as to its political character oreliect at all.

By Mr. Ste%-exson :

Question. Do you know how manv iiersons were included iu the indictment found at
Huntsville ?

Answer. I think some four or five; that is my recollection, although about that I

am not positive.

By the Chaiejiax:

Question. You do not refer to the whole number of persons against whom indictments
were sent before the grand jury?
Answer. I refer to the number of persons who were indicted by the grand jury.

By Iilr. Stevenson :

Question. I mean indictments nndtJr the civil-rights bill

Answer. That is the only indictment pending under the civil-rights bill ; and I think
it is the only one existing under that bill in the district.

By the Ciia-iioiax :

Question. How many indictments altogether, of all classes, were before the grand
j ury at that term ?

Answer. There were very few
;
perhaps not half a dozen of all classes.

Question. I mean at the term during which Judge Charlton was foreman.
Anstvei: At that term there were not half a dozen.

By Mr. STE\n:xsox

:

Question. Do you know how many persons those half dozen indictments involved?
Answer. The indictment under the civil-rights bill involved say half a dozen ; and I

should think there was not more than one x^erson embraced in each of the other
indictments ; tbey were indictments for violations of the revenue laws.

[From the Sclma Times, May 30, ISTl.]

J. L. Perkins, Esq.—The above gentleman, a resident of this county, and treasurer
of it, an ex-mayor of this city, has, by the grace of God and his general good luck,

been acting in the distinguished position of foreman of the United States district court,

now iu session at Montgomery.
We have always felt disposed to consider the above-named Perkins, esq., as rather au

amiable gentleman, who had been improperly influenced by older heads, or rather
longer ones, and in many instances his proverbial amiability had been imposed upon
by men less scrupulous and less honest tliau he, and wlio were using the aforesaid Per-
kins, esq., as a "cat's-paw" to pull their own chestnuts from the fire. In the incen-

diary document which was disseminated here just prior to our election, and to which
his name was attached, we took occasion, as soon as wo saw the; circular, to say tha
we did not believe that he had ever signed it, and that his name had been used with-
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out liis knowledge or consent. Perkins, esq., come out in a card and denounced the
document ; and we published it for him. Our opinion was then, and is now, that if

any hanging is ever to be done in this section by Ku-Kluxes, that the men whose names
were attached to that circular would be a judicious selection, and one eminentlj^ fit to
be made. But Perkins, esq., though he didn't sign that card, goes to Montgomery, and,
in his official capacity as foreman of the grand jury of a United States district court,
says that in " this district there have been frequent and outrageous violations of the
law," and by thus speaking, calls for the enforcement of the infamous Ku-Klux bill.

[f Perkins, esq., thought, and had the evidence, that these outrageous violations of

law had been, or were, transpiring in this district, why did he not, as foreman of the
grand jury, with the power of the United States to back him, force the attendance of
witnes.ses and make out a case against the offenders ? Why act the skulker and ask to

be discharged from the duties devolving upon him as a grand juror, and say in the
same breath in which he charges these violations of law and order, that, '' believing
that ourselves are no longer required in the interest of the Government, we ask to be
discharged ?"

In Northern Alabama Judge Busteed, from the bench, commended the people for their

general good behavior and obedience even to dista.steful statutes ; but here in the mid-
dle district, where order has been almost universal, it remains for an ex-mayor of the
" central city," the treasurer of the county, to traduce us as a x^eople. and to report

such violations of "laAV and order" as would justify a declaration of martial law, and
a suspension of the writ of habeas c(n'pus under the enforcement bill. In the name of
the people, both white and black, of this county and district, we denounce the report

of the grand jury of which Perkins, esq., was foreman, as a vile slander which cannot
be substantiated by the facts, as is evidenced by his asking to be discharged without
doing a single thing to prove the truth of the presentments offered. Perkins, esq., you
made a mistake.

lleporl of grand jurors of middle district of Alabama.

To the Hon. Kicil^ud Bustekd :

The grand jurors of the iniddle district of Alabama beg leave to make their report.

We regret to be compelled, iVona the evidence bi'ought before us, to say we arc forced

to the conclusion that in some i)arts of this district there have been fretiuent and out-

rageous violations of law. Without i)rovocation, both white and colored persons have
been beaten, whipi)ed, shot at, wounded, and somd killed, while in the peaceable pur-

suits of tlie rights secured to them by the Constitution and laws of the United States,

bv persons in most instances disguised, and whom it has not been possible, from tho

evidence before us, to identify, <'xeept in the cases reported by us. We deplore this

state of things, and wish thus publicly and officially to express our disapprobation and
to denounce all Avho are engaged in them, and pledge ourselves to ])ut a stop to them,
BO far as in our power, and call upon all good citizens throughout the State to aid the

authorities to bring these criminals to justice. We owe it to ourselves, our citizeus,

and to the fair fame of our State to do this.

We are hajipy, however, to state that we find nothing in the evidence before us to

implicate the great body of the people in these outrages, or to show that there is any or-

ganized baud of Kn-Klux (so called) throughout the district, but believe that the great

uia-ss of the people are opposed to such an oi-g;iUization, which exists only in certain

localities in the counties of Macon, Coosa, and Tallapoosa, and these confined to a few
persons.
With these views, and believing that our services are no longer required in the inter-

est of the GoverumcDt, we ask to be discharged.
J. L. PERKINS,

Foreman Grand Jury.

We object to the report on account of its generalities, preferring to specify the partic-

ular occurrences.
BENJ. F. NOBLE.
WM. H. SMITH.

FitsoJicd, That the thanks of this grand jury are due, and hereby tendered to the Hon.

Richard Busteed, for his able, dignified, and impartial charge to us, and for his gentle-

manly bearing toward us, while engaged in the discharge of our duties ; and also to

the lion. J. A. Minnis, district attorney, for his ability and courtesy while assisting and
advising us as to the cases before us, and also to Hon. R. \V. llealy. United States mar-

shal, and other ofllcers, for their politeness and care for our comfort.

J. L. PERKINS,
Foreman Grand Jury.
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Washington, D. C, June 23, 1871.

TURNER REAVIS, sworn aud examiued.

By tho Chairman :

Question. In what part of Alabama do yon reside ?

A)i,m-c): In Sumter County, about ten or twelve miles from the line between the
States of Missis.sijipi and Alabama.

Question. How long have you lived there ?

Answer. Since July, 1838.

Question. What is your occupation ?

Ansteer. An attorney—a practicing.lawyer.
Question. Have you held any public position in that county or State ?

Answer. I was a circiiit judge before the war.
Question. Do you hold any public position now, or are you practicing yonr profession ?

Ansuei'. I am practicing my iirofession ; I hold no public position. I resigned tho
office of circuit judge, and have held no public posiiiou since, except that I was-

a

State senator during four years of the war.
Question. Do you jjractice your profession throughout the circuit ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I practice it in every court in the circuit which is presided over by
Judge Smith; and 1 practice in several counties along the line iu East Mississippi;
also in Mobile aud in ilontgomery.

Question. Give to the committee your view of the condition of alfairs in that portion
of the State so far as regards the execution of the laws aud the safety of life, ijersou,

and property.
Answer. Well, sir, I have been very well acquainted, for a good many years past, in

the counties of Choctav.', Ringgold, Sumter, Greene, and Pickens. They compose the
judicial circuit now, and I am at this time pretty well acquainted with the state
of things there, and with the state of iiublic feeling. My impression is that there is

more respect for law and there is less crime committed now, aud more peace aud quiet
amoug the people, both white and black, than there has been at any time since the
close of the war. But there are occasional crimes committed yet, though they are not
so frequent as formerly.

Question. Is there any obstacle in your courts to the administration of justice between
man and man as affecting civil rights ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. Is there anything Avhich prevents the trial, conviction, aud pmiishment of
criminal offenders ?

Answer. I think not. We have mixed juries, white and black, and the bar practice
before them as if they were all white, and the verdicts are about as correct, generally,

as they were at any time before the war, both iu civil and criminal cases. Tlie state
of feeling toward the judge of that circuit was very strong against him at first, but
I think now—in fact 1 know—he is treated both by the bar and the law-abiding citizens

generally, who comx)ose the great mass of the people, with the respect, courtesy, and
kindness, which are not only due to him as a man, but to the station that he occupies.

In one county I have heard that he was not on one occasion treated with that courtesy
he was entitled to, though he was treated with perfect respect v.'hile on the bench. I

heard too that he was so unpopular with a small portion of the people of Choctaw
County that some desperate, lawless men had burned his mill and his gin-house during
this last spring. On oue occasion I saw an attempt of some drunken, desperate young
men to commit violence Ujion him. He was very calm and self-possessed. He was
unarmed aud they were armed—0})euly armed. I was with him ; we were walking
from the court-house. He told them that they were taking advantage of him ; that
he was not armed and they were ; aud he woukl not make any explauatiou ; he would
^not talk to them under those circumstances. They wanted him to make some expla-
nation of some remark he had made on tho public highway. He was perfectly calm
aud self-possessed, aud he declined to do it. Through my own i)ersoiuil influence I

induced those youug men to go away and let him. alone. That was tho last of it.

That is the only personal disrespect that I ever saw manifested toward him, and I

know of no effort on any occasion to prevent him from holding court except the latter

l>art of April last, when he should have held a court in Sumter, and could not on
account of his being sick. I iniderstood that while he was sick he received an anony-
mous lett(>r waruiug him not to cross the Choctaw line. He had to cross that line to
come to Sumter. I, mj-self, wrote to Judge Smith that I did not think there was any-
thing in that ; that that was from some criminal who did not want to be tried, and
that he (the judge) could go there and hold court with perfect safety, and that I would
guarantee for myself aud the bar, and the people generally, that he should be treated
with perfect kindness and respect ; but unfortunately he was too ill to hold court.

Those are the (nily occurrences since Judge Smith has been on the bench that indicate
any ditiiculty in the administration of justice there. I do not think there is auy diffi-

culty.
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QuesUon. Have you any Icno-wledge of proceedings in eithei' of those counties calling

upon Lim to resign bis ofiSce ?

Ansivcj): I have no personal knowledge of K. I saw resolutions printed in the county
paper requesting him to resign. I was not present at the meeting, and I had nothing
to do with it. If I had been there those resolutions would not have been x)assed, I

think.
By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. That was in j-our own county ?

Ausicei: Yes, sir. I do not live at the county seat, but seventeen miles north of it.

Those resolutions were A-ery decidedly condemned by at least 95 iier cent, of the white
people of the county ; and it was well understood, I think, both by Judge Smith and the
people, that those resolutions were passed iu the interest of a man who wanted the

l^lace himself in case Judge Smith could be forced out of it. There was nothing threat-

ening in the resolutions. They merely stated that he was in possession of an oflfico

which belonged to another ; that the result of the elections had condemned the office-

holders of the republican party, and that he ought to resign ; and the resolutions con-

cluded by requesting him to do so. I received a letter from Judge Smith on the sub-

ject, and I advised him not to resign. I think he would have resigned if those resolu-

tions had not been passed. I advised him not to resign ; and the members of the bar
unanimously concurred in a letter which I wrote him requesting him not to resign,

and assuring him of perfect safety if he should come and hold court, and of ])erfect

respect to him both on and off the bench. It has not been long since I saw him at one
of his courts iu the circuit—in Pickens County. During the term Judge Smith was
treated with perfect kindness aud perfect respect both on the bench and off. He was
invited out to dine and sup with the best citizens of the place, and was treated in all

respects as a native .southerner, aud indeed he is so treated wherever ho goes. But
there are a few desperate, bad men who write threatening letters and try to intimidate

the judge, because they are personally interested in the criminal docket, and perhaps
would act in the same way toward any other judge.

Question. Iu the discharge of his olhcial duties, have you seen anything either with
regard to bis capacity, fidelity, or integrity which would justify a itroceeding of that
kind asking him to resign ?

Jnawer. None whatever. When those resolutions were offered, some of the members
of the bar came to me and proposed that we should write a letter to Judge Smith con-
denniing, so far as we were concerned, and so far as th(! law-abiding men of onr part of

the county were concerned, those resolutions, and desiring to be understood as repro-

bating lliem in every respect. We finally concluded, however, that it would bo better

to call upon Judge Smith, when he came to our county to hold court, aud iu a public

manner express our disa])probation of those resolutions, aud our approbation of his

conduct as a judge. I have practiced before Judge Smith ever since he has been on
the liencli, and he has been, I think, as good a judge, for the experience he has had as

a judge, as I ever knew. I think he is strictly impartial aud honest; he is perfectly

gentlemanly nnd courteous; and not a man has ever said a word about him to his

prejudice in my iiresence, except that they call him a " carpet-bagger." That is tho

only thing that can be alleged against him—that they regard him as an intruder.

Qucfliou. So far, then, as the constitution of the court in that circuit is concerned,

does it present in itself any obstacle to every man having his rights properly adjudi-

cated I

Ajisiccr. I think that Judge Smith is as imjiartial and judicious in the administra-

tion of his duty as a judge "as any man I ever knew. I have a very kind regard for

bim myself When he first came there to hold court, the political feeling was very
strong against all that class of citizens who are connuoidy called '• carpet-baggers" aud
'"scalawags." I had never seen Judge Smith myself I went round to members of tho

bar on the day that court was to convene, and told tliem I thougiit it was our duty to

treat .Judge Smith with proper respect, and we ought to go and call upon him and
assure him he would be treated with the respect that was due to the place he occupied.

Being one of the older members myself, I proposed we should all call ujion Judge
Suiitii and assure him of the treatment that was duo to him as a judge. I led the way
and all the members of tlic bar followed my exanqile. There has never been the

slightest diflicnlty between him and any member of the bar, nor between him and any
suitor iu court, except this unauthorized attempted assault which I mentioned awhile
ago.

Qucjitiou. Probably that is the case of which he gave us an account himself, where
young men came into the court-house armed.

Jiistrci: That is the same gang.
Question. There is a class of cases alleged to have occurred through that region of

the State, conunonly knowu as Ku-Klux crimes and ofleuses. If you have any knowl-
edge of thciii. state'where they have been commiy;ed, and whether they have been the

subject of jmlicial investigation iu any case.

Aiiswo: I know that great crimes have been committed secretly and by disguised
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men. I mean I know it by common ixport. I have no personal knowledge of any
Kn-Klux organization, or any otlier secret organization in violation of law or for

political pnrposes. I do, however, know that great crimes have been cominitted

;

and when I heard that they had been committed I was told, at the same time, that

they v^-ere committed by Ku-Klux. I know that v/heuever one of these crimes has
beeii committed in the circuit in which I practice, Judge Smith has taken the matter
in hand, and in his charges to the grand jury and otherwise has done and said every-

thing that he could do to bring the offenders to justice—|o ferret them out. But I am
not aware that any person concerned in any one of those crimes, so far as I have heard,

has ever been found out by the investigation of a grand jury, or in any other manner;
and I am pretty sure none of them have ever been brought to trial or to punishment.
Those crimes, however, have almost entirely ceased since the State election last year.

QuesUon. When you speak of criminals being effectually l)rought to justice, you speak
of those cases which have actually been brought to trial ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In this class of cases the difficulty exists in ascertaining who are the offend-

ers and arresting them ?

Ausieer. Yes, sir, that is it. I can give you a case in point : Last year, or year before,

a young man by the name of Boyd was assassinated, in Greene County, by a baud of

armed men. He was the register in chancery, and was county attorney for Greene
County. At the next term of the cucuit court of that county. Judge Smith gave the
grand jury a very energetic and vigorous charge, and appointed a very energetic, vig-

orous, and competent attorney in the place of Mr. Boyd. They had as good a grand
jury—mixed grand jury—as I ever saw sit in that county. We had the most intelli-

gent negroes that there were in the county, and the most intelligent white men. The
grand jury remained in session during the whole term of the court—two weeks—and
xhe prosecuting attorney, who was a friend of mine, told me that he had witnesses
summoned from the vicinity of every bridge and ferry in the county ; that ho thought
he must have had nearly live hundred witnesses examined and cross-examined ; that

the grand jury and he did their utmost to get on the track of the perpetrators, and that
thej- conld not get the slightest hint or clew toward finding out any one man.

Question. Were you in attendance at the Greene County court during that term ?

Ausieei: I was. There was a gentleman by the name of Minnis sent down there by
the governor, I think, to assist in the prosecution. Mr. Minnis staid iu my room one
or two nights, and he told me he was satisfied nothing could be found out. I think I

know the secret of that murder. It was not for political considerations. A short time
before some negroes in that county had murdered and robbed a white man in a very
barbarous manner. They were arrested and confined in jail. By some means they
made their escape. They were arrested by some white men in the neighborhood in

which they had committed this crime, and they were immediately killed, either by
hanging or shooting. Mr. Boyd, being the prosecuting attorney, indiscreetly, so far

as iiis own personal safety was concerned, remarked publicly, on the streets of
Eutaw. one day, that he knew the men who were concerned iu the murder of those
negroes, and that he intended to indict them, and have them brought to justice, if he
had to summon every man in the county to accomplish that imrpose; that he intended
to see that they were punished for the crime. It is supposed, and I have no doubt it

is ti-ue, that what Boyd said v/as communicated to the men concerned in the murder of

the negroes, and that they took his life for their own self-protection.

Question. From the investigation which you made of that case during the time you
were in attendanco at the court, have you any doubt of Boyd's murder having been
committed in pursuance of an organized conspiracy ?

Ansn-e): That is not my opinion. My opinion about the Ku-Klux is, that there is no
organized clan or society. I thiidc that there are bad men, lawless men, dissipated

men, who on particular occasions, either to aveng6 real or supposed injuries to them-
selves or real or stipposed crimes against society, undertake to band themselves to-

gether (only a few of them) to administer lynch law. When they accomplish that pur-

]50se that is the last of it until a new occasion arises for a similar administration of
their code.

Question. That is your view of the general question. As to this particular instance,

was it not your impression that, whether for temporary or for permanent purposes,

this particular murder was the result of an organized conspiracj-

?

Answer. Yes, sir; organized, I think, for the particular occasion. I do not think it

Avas the result of a general organization, but of a conspiracy to accomiilish that par-

•ticular crime. I have no doubt about that.

Question. From what you learn, were the persons who committed that crime disguised

in the same manner as persons who committed other secret crimes, whether for the
purpose of administering lynch law or not ?

Answer. I do not believe I have ever heard of a crime being committed by disguised

luen, except that and one other case. I have heard of crimes. One was committed
near my house ; bttt my servants told me the men were not disguised on that occasion.
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I uever understood, and never inquired, the particular disguise these men appeared
in who murdered Boyd.

Question. Living in that cominnnity, and having the opportunities Avhich your pro-
fession gives you to learn of alleged occurrences of lawlessness, give us briefly your
view of that organization or association, or whatever it may be, which is ordinarily

known there by the name of Ku-Klux.
Ansiver. I have stated all that I can say on that subject, an(] that is, that there are,

in perhaps all the counties I have named, a few bad, desperate, dissipated men, who
band themselves together, either to avenge real or supposed wrongs to themselves or

real or supposed crimes committed agaiusit society ; and they accomplish what they
propose to do, either disguised or undisguised ; and there the matter stops until a new
occasion arises, when perhaps an entirely diiferent set of people, in a different neigh-
borhood, will do precisely the same thing without any concert of action with any por-

tion of the people in other parts of the country. I mean by this that these men band
themselves together just as they used to do in old times to administer lynch law, and
that the baud exists for the time being only, not as a iiermanent organization. That
is my opinion.

Question. To what extent have offenses been committed in that manner through the
counties you have named ? How many persons have been victims of such proceed-
ings ?

Ansiver. I know of but cue person who has been assassinated iu our county. He
was a negro who was formerly my slave. He was a favorite with me. He was a Baptist
preacher, and was greatly indulged ; he had his own v/ay. He was quite an old man.

By Mr. Vax Tkump:
Question. Give us his name
Juswcr. His name w-as Richard Burke. A short time previous to his death I was at

Livingston, the county seat, attending to business iu the probate court. While I way
there the daj' arrived which had been ai^pointed for the republicans to meet and make
their county nominations. On the evening' before this day, my local law partner in

Livingston received a dispatch from my town, stating that a hmulred armed negroes

had passed through Gainesville and were on the way to Livingston ; that they had
iStopped at Gainesville and obtained quantities of ammunition. That took us allby sur-

prise ; at least it took me by surprise. I liad no idea that thei'e was to l)o any assem-
bling with arms. The Avhite people did not meet there with arms, and I did not sup-

pose the colored people would do so either. Very soon after that a dispatch Avas re-

ceived from Captain Johnson, 1 think, who connnandeda steaniboat on theTombigbec,
that in passing up the river to Demopolis he had seen groups of negroes ou the banks
of the river—all with guns—who said they were going to Livingston to attend the
meeting r.ext day ; that they had been ordered to attend with their arms. Very soon
after that a dispntcii was received there from Eutaw that JIajor Hays had engaged pas-

sage for one hundred negroes to Livingston the next day. Well that producecl a great
deal of excitement there ; .Ind the citizens seut out messengers through the county to

notify the white ])eople that there v/as likely to be trouble the next day ; they sent out
the iiiformation that had been received by these telegrams. The result was that the
next morning the white people,, old and young, came in with their pistols and double-

barreled guns ; and the negroes came in fVom every direction with their guns and pis-

tols. This old negro of whom I spoke was a leader ; he was a mendjer of the legisla-

ture ; and this meeting was for the purpose of nominating candidates for the county.

Knowing him to be a man of influence I went to him and told him, "Richard, this

thing will never do. You see how these people are exciti;d. If the colored people come
bersi with arms, as the white men are here with arms, we shall have a difticulty. lam
authorized to assure you that you may hold your meeting here and make as many
.speeches as you please ; and you will not only be permitted to do it, but you will be
protected in doing it. " I said to him, '" Go and tell your friends to go around town and
call a meeting. " I went to several of the prominent republicans and colored men, and
advised thcLuto do the .same thing. Some of them were ignorant iieoido, and said they
bad been ordered to do this by some white men ; that tliey had received orders that
they were to go there with aruis. What these negroes stated about being ordered to

go there with arms excited the white people a good deal.

By the Chaiuji.vx:

QucMion. Did they name the white men who had directed tliem to come with arms ?

Ansu-cv. No, sir : I asked that ; and they did not know or would not tell. The negroes,*

howev('r, did Iiegin to go out and leave their arms ; but iu the mean time information
got there, I do not know how, that Major Hays would not be there, and there would be
no speaking. The negroes then began to disperse. I went to the prominent white
republicans there who were personal friends of mine, and told them I regretted they
should have had their meeting broken up ; that that was not the design ; that these
'people only wanted to prevent the negroes from committing any outrage with their
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arms ; and that if they wished to hold their meeting we would see that they should be
protected, and should have perfect peace and quietness. But in the mean time the
white republicans there became very much irritated and provoked, and they declined
to hold the meeting at all. When these negroes were advised to go and leave their
arms outside of the town, it was reported that this old negro v/ho formerly belonged to
me, (Richard Burke,) advised them not to do it; saying that "the white people were
there with arms, and that they (the negroes) had asmuch right to stay there with their
arms as the white peojile; that they must not give up their arms, nor leave them out
of town." I do not know that the old man ever said any such thing ; but that was
the report. A few nights after that, when I Avas home, I heard rapid firing which ap-
peared to be about a hundred yards off, and I supposed there was some trouble on
hand. My wife was very much frightened. I I'ose, and called up my servants to as-
certain what the matter was, what the firing was about ; and they said it was over at
Eichard Burke's who lived about one hundred yards from me. There was a path lead-
ing from my house to his. I asked tliem what tJje liring was for. They said a party
of men had gone there after another negro, who formerly belonged to me, whose name
was Hayne Eichardson, and who had refused to give up his arms at Livingston, and in
the scrimmage was shot by some persons whom I do not know—not killed but wounded
pretty badly in the head. He said they were after Eichardson, and that the tiring was
at him; that he jumped out of the window and ran away. I asked if anybody was
hurt, and was informed l^y the servants that there was not. I sent for Eichardson's
wife and asked if any damage had been done ; she said "no." I was very much grati-
fied and went back to bed. Next morning when my servant came in, he informed me
that the old man, Eichard Burke, was dead ; had been killed about half way Ijetween
his house and mine, and that he was lying on the path leading between n)y bouse and
his. I rose and went over as soon as I could, andwas informedthat he was lying there,
shot very badly in the head and elsewhere—shot all to pieces ; some colored friend of
his had been there before me and spread a cloth over him. I then called up one of my
servants who was in the habit of staying over at* Eichardson's house, and asked him
what he knew about it. He said he was there when these men came; that lie thought
there were about twenty men on horseback; that they came and hallooed; that he
went to the door, and they directed him to open it and raise a light. They asked him
if he had a lantern. Pie said he had; and he raised a light. They carried him out to
the gate, and put him under guard with his lantern, and they went in search of Hayne
Eichardson, and old man Burke.

Question. Whom had they carried out to the gate? •

Ansicei: My servant, who was holding the lantern. Only two or three got down to
go in search of the men they were after ; and while he was there he raised his lantern,
so that he saw the face of every man distinctly; and he said not one of them was dis-

guised, and that, although he was very well acquainted in that part of the country, he
had never seen one of those men before. The citizens were very much excited. The
mayor of the town had an inquest called to examine everybody, white and black, that
was likely to know anything about it, except this man, Hayne Eichardson, who had
concealed himself or fled from the State. He has never been there since. He was the
only person likely to know anything about it who was not examined as a witness ; and
they got no clue whatever*. I heard that about daylight the next morning a party of
three or four or five men were seen going in one direction, and as many in another
direction, and as many in another—not as inany as ten in any one company—all going
iu- the direction of the Mississippi State line. That is all we liave ever been able to
find out about that.

Question. How long was that after the meeting?
Answer. I do not think it was more than a week, if that much.
Question. Were they white men whom your servant saw ?

Answer. He said they were all Avhite men.
Question. Had there been any act of violence committed or threatened against the

colored people before the time of that meeting, when they came there with their
arms ?

Answer. None whatever that I lieard of. The state of feeling between the colored
people and the whites was entirely liind and friendly in that part of the county ; and
that circumstance made the fact that the negioes were assembling to hold their meet-
ing with arms and ai:imunition the more surprising to the vrhite people.

Question. "When asked about bringing their arms, did they give any other reason for
it than the one you have ah'cady suggested—that they had been ordered to bring
them ?

Answer. The only reason they gave me, and the only reason I heard of, was that they
were ordered to do it by white men.

Question. Did they saj' anything about how they proposed to use their arms, or
whether they proposed to used them at all ?

Ariswer. They said they did not know anything about it ; that they were ordered to

come there. Their language was, " I was ordered to bring mj' arms to-day, and was
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ordered by a white mar ;" and they said that runners had been sent to them. Those
that came from about my town told me that they received their message at church ou
the Sunday before at a colored meeting.

Question. Was it publicly announced to them in the church ?

Answer. It was a negro meeting ; they had a church of their own np there. They
said that at that meeting they received the message to come down.

Question. Did you understand whether it was announced in the church publicly or

notf
Ansivcr. I did not understand whether it Avas irablicly announced or not. The im-

pression left on my mind was that the announcement was not made to them at their

church publicl;y.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you know whether it was a white or a negro preacher who preached
that day to that congregation ?

Answer. It was a colored man.

By the Chairman :

Question. They said that while they were there they got the notice ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did they actually make any attempt at violence ou anybody with their

arms on that day ?

Answer. Not that I am aware of, unless this man, Ilayne Richardson, attempted
violence at the time he was ordered to leave his arms in the country and when he re-

fused to give them up. I think I understood that lie undertook to use arms, and that
brought about a shot which struck him on the head and injured him seriously.

Question. Who directed him to leave his arms outside the town ?

Answer. I think it was a general understanding among the negroes themselves, after

the persuasion of the white people, that it was best for thi^m to do so. I think they
yielded to white men whom they regarded as their fiiends, and who advised them to

leave their arms in the country.

Question. Was it colored men or white men whom Richardson resisted when they
wislied him to leave his arms outside?

Ansicer. I can only tell what I was informed.

Question. We understand that you have no ijersonal knowledge of tho matter.

Answer. After the negroes conmienced leaving itown, either to go homi; or to leave
their arms in the country, I heard one or two shots, and as soon as I heard those shots

I observed five or six young men on horseback, apparently very nmch excited, going
in tlie direction of these sliots at full speed. It turned out, as I afterward heard,
that these shots were tho mere discharge of the guns of some of the negroes for the
purpose of unloading ; and I think it was these young men who brought ou tho ditii-

culty with this man, Hayno Richardson. Who they were I do not know. I did not
know them when I saw them, and I do not know them now.

Question. Had there been any attemx>t at violence by the negroes against tho whites
before tliat ?

Answei: I think not.

Question. Was there any on that day ?

Answer. None whatever. The only violence I heard of during the day was that
which occnried witli this man, Hayue Richardson.

Question. The meeting then passed oil" with entire quiet ou both sides, with the ex-

ception of that one little occurrence in connection with this one man ?

Ansfver. Yes, sir.

Question. AVere there any local regulations of the town which prohibited tho negroes
from bringing their arms into it, and which they disobeyed by doing so f

Answer. I think not.

Question. Is it the practice of that country for men to go armed when they see proper
to do so ?

Answer. It is the practice of tho country now for both whites and blacks to carry
side arms ; hut it Ls vei'y rarely the case (in fact I never knew a case before) to go to a
jiuliticai meeting, or any otlier public meeting, except for military purposes, with guns
and muskets and rides. This is tho only time I ever knew of it ; and the excuse these
negroes gave was that they were ordered to do it. •

Question. Wliat was the date of that meeting ; was it last fall ?

Answer. I cannot say.

Question. Was it during the political campaign of last year ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; it was some time previous to the election last year. I cannot re-

member the mouth.
Que.^tion. Was it before or after the meeting at Eutaw ?

Answer. Before.
Question. How long before ?
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Ansiver. I think it must have been a month or more before.

Question. AVas Major Hays the only person anuonncecl to speak at that meeting ?

Answei: No ; I nnderstood that Mr. Jones, of Marengo, was to meet him there.
Question. There was really no meeting held—no speeches made ?

Answer. No ; there were no speakers. I think, though, that the meeting would have
been held if it had not been for the excitement produced by both j^arties being there
with arms.

Question. You have given this statement as the reason for Burke being visited and
murdered. Is that the connection that the circumstances hold to each other in your
mind? .

Ansiver. That is the only reason I know of or have any suspicion of ; that is the
reason I have heard assigned. Richard Burke was a quiet man. To be sure, he had
made himself obnoxious to a certain class of young men by having been a leader in the
Loyal League and by having acquired a great influence over people of his color.

Question. AVas he a man of resjiectability and decency in his behavior as a colored
man ?

Answer. Very.
Question. As I gather from your statement he was firm in standing up for the rights

of himself and his colored associates ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he was. He was not extreme though. He was a moderate
man and would do almost anything that I advised him to do. He even consulted me
after he became a member of the legislature, as to what course he ought to pursue,
what measures he ought to siipport, and what oppose; and I gave him the best advice
I knew how—assisted him all I could. He was very much attached to me. I had
owned him thirty years.

Question. Was the murder of Burke looked upon as having had any etfect upon the
colored people in intimidating them in that county?

Ansiver. I am under the impression that it had in his immediate neighborhood ; that
is, in the town of Gainesville and the surrounding country, where he was well known.
1 know that the negroes seemed to be profoundly dejected, some time after his death

;

and some of the best of them came to consult me as to wliether they oirght not to emigrate
and go to Texas. They felt insecure. I advised them not to go. I said that those who
were doing well had better stay where they were ; that if they conducted themselves
with propriety they would not be troubled. They took my advice and remaiu there
still.

Question. Had that fear any effect in j)reveuting the presence of the negroes at the
election ?

Ansiver. I think not.

Question. You think they went to the election notwithstanding this ?

Ansiver. Well, I do not think there was a full turn out of the colored vote ; but I do
not think the failure to turn out fully was the result of fear or intimidation. The
democrats in my county, and indeed iu all those western counties, exerted themselves
tremendously to get the colored people to vote their ticket. They gave them barbecues
and made speeches, and got colored men who Avere democrats to go around with them
and make speeches. The hatchet seemed to be buried between the two races during
that canvass, and has remained buried ever since. The colored men argued this waj',

in their jjublic speeches : "Well, my colored friends, we have supported the republican
ticket the last five years, and we are no better off now than we were before. In the
mean time we have been employed and taken care of by our old southern friends ; they
are the only friends we have had during these five years, although we have been sup-
porting the other part.y. I propose now that we shall support the democrats for live

years, and see what they will do for us." Well, these people, swayed to and fro by the
impulse of the moment, (they are nothing but grown-up children, a great many of
them,) would say, "I will go and vote the democratic ticket." Others Avould say,
" Well, I don't want to vote against my princii^les, but I don't want to vote against
my southern friends neither. I will stay at homo." In that way a great many failed

to come out. I made a little speech on the democratic side myself at one precinct
where there were about thirty white votes. I did not go there for that purpose ; I

happened to be delayed at a railroad station. I was called upon by the colored people
themselves, and I made them a little address. About thirty white votes were cast at

that precinct and about one hundred and forty colored ; every colored vote was for the
democratic ticket, and e\'ery white vote too. A similar result occurred at several other
precincts in the county ; every colored man voted the democratic ticket.

Question. What you have just stated is the only reason you know for the colored
people staying away from the fiolls ?

An.swer. I am perfectly sure that in my county there was no attempt at intimidation
by threats or anything else. The negroes were treated during the canvass, and indeed
have been ever since, with perfect kindness and justice, I think. A good many negroes
had become very much disgusted with what they call the "radicals." Some bad men
from the North and West had gone in and undertaken to make cotton and carry on

22
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farms. They hail employed these negroes, under a promise of big wages and doing a

great many "good things for them ; but instead of paying the negroes their wages they

feft without"payiug them one cent. The negroes sometimes lost as much as two years'

wages or a large portion of it. Those who were the sufferers in that way became very

much disgusted with what they called the radical party ;
and then their influence on

others who had not been thus employed was very considerable. In that way the

republican party lost votes. In my county the republican majority wouUl not be less

than 1,.500 if the negroes were all to vote for the republicans, yet the county was
carried for the democrats by 625.

Question. Do you attribute that result in any manner to intimidation caused by this

occurrence or to actual threats made by anybody at the election ; or do you attribute

it to the persuasive means to which you have adverted as being addressed to the

negro voters ?

Answer. I attribute it to persuasion and kindness entirely, and to disgust with the

treatment some of the negroes had received from men who Avere reimblicans. 1 am
sure that if any intimidation or improper means had been used to keep negroes from

the polls, I should certainly have heard of it.

Question. Is there in that section any such ostracism or terrorism resorted to as is

calculated to prevent, or has actually prevented, the free expression of iwlitical senti-

ments by m(;n of all classes of politics ?

Answer. I think there is not now.
Question. Has there Ijeen?

AnsKer. There has been, as was illustrated at that Eutaw riot. There was an appar-

ent determination that Major Hays should not address the people at that phicc. IJnt

I certainly do not know of any opposition to any person, white or black, expressing his

views on any subject, publicly or privately, except in that instance; I mean since the

presidential canvass. There was some opposition made in my town to Major Hays and
General Warner making public speeches there. There seemed to be a great deal of

excitement against what were called " carpet-baggers" and " scalawags,"' and when
these gentlemen went there, there seemed to be a determination that they should not

speak. I used what little influence I had, however, to see that they got a peaceful and
quiet hearing; and everything went off smoothly and satisfactorily.

Question. On that occasion, in the presidential campaign, how was the determination

manifested ?

Ansiva: Just by words.
Question. By words only ? «
Ansicer. Violent men on the street would say, "These men shan't speak here to-day."

I got up and addressed the crowd and told them those gentlemen had a right to speak

and must be heard if they wished to be, and should be heard : that this was a free

country, and they had as much right to speak as anybody ; but if they would not for

any other reason, I asked them as a iiersonal favor to me to listen to those gentlcuieu

patiently, quietly, and respectfully ; and they did.

Question. That was in your county in 1668?
Answer. Yes, sir. The' opposition on that occasion (I think it was in 1868) and the

opposition to Major Hays's speaking in Eutaw are the only instances I have heard of

opposVion being made to any republican making a speech; and I have no doubt that

any man, whether republican or otherwise, can go through any county in the State of

Alabama, and speak without the slightest danger to himself personally, and, I think,

also without any disagreeable interruption.

Question. Is it your belief now, taking the counties with which you are most con-

versant—Greene County and Sumter—that a republican meeting can be called, com-
posed of colored men and any white republicans who may see proper to attend?

Answer. Just as freely as a democratic meeting.
Question. And be addressed without personal danger ?

Ansu-er. Just as much as a democratic meeting. I have no doubt of it. There is a

marked change in the feelings of the people during the last live years. They are be-

coming more kindly disposed, and more content witli things as they are ; and there is

more disposition to acquiesce in the present state of things than there has ever been

before ; and I think the ])itterness toward republicans, whether natives of the State or

otherwise, is greatly diminished. To be sure, there are a few violent politicians who
hate a republican, no matter where he conies from—who have no tolerance at all for

men of that l>arty. But in everything I now say about the public feeling in luy part

of the country, I speak of the great mass of the white men ; there are exceptional cases,

of course, but those exceptional cases cannot control ])uljlic sentiment or public actioa

so as to prevent any pul)lic meeting or public demonstration that any republican;

white or black, may wish to make in a peaceful and quiet manner.
Question. Has this impression with reference to the insecurity of republicans in that

region grown in any manner out of the alleged fact (and we desin; to know whether it

18 a fact) that these outrages committed in secret have generally, if not universally,

been committed upon the negroes and upon republicans ?
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Ansicer. I do uot think tliere is any insecurity for republicans in my part of the St.ate,

any further than this : There are, as,I have stated, extremely bitter politicians, and
there are desperate, bad men, a few—they are comparatively few—and those few hate
republicans, whether natives of the State or otherwise. But I do not think that the
personal safety of any republican is, or is likely to be, imperiled in Alabama on ac-
count of his politics. The feeling of the white people toward republican office-holders,

whether natives or not, is pretty strong still, but far less bitter than it has been—very
far. The people seem to cousidei- that the native republicans are treacherous to their
section, and that those republicans who have emigrated there are intruders—I mean
those who are holding offices. The impression is, that they are intruders into these
offices, and taking what thej^ ought not to have. But while thepeople feel they are intrud-
ers, and do not deserve to occupy these places, I think that fully 95 per cent, of the
people treat tliese office-holders with the respect and courtesy that is due to the stations
they occupy, without regard to the individual ; and in many cases they treat them cor-
dially in a social point of view. I do not know any judge who has ever presided in tlie

circuit in which I live who has been treated with more cordiality, in a social point of
view, than Judge Smith ; and yet there are bad men tliere who denounce him as a
"carpet-bagger" and intruder, and would be glad to get him out of the office.

Question. Is it the fact that where men have been murdered in secret, and by persons
in disguise, or where they have been whipped, the victims have been republicans?

AnsH-er. I think that as to the majority of crimes that I have heard of being com-
mitted, either upon white or black, the subjects of the cnmes were republicans, but
not in all cases.

Question. May that fact have given rise to the apprehension of insecurity which many
persons say they have

;
you think the feeling is not well founded ; but may not that

fact account for it ?

Ansicer. I think so. If any republican in my part of the State feels any insecurity
of person or property, it is very natural he should attribute the feeling to the fact that;

outrages have been committed upon people of his politics more than upon anybody
else. But, as I observed before, the class of crimes which have been committed in
secret has greatly diminished, if not ceased to exist. I have heard of no outrage com-
mitted iu secret for a long time.

Question. Is there a disposition on the part of your people to assist in enforcing the
law of Congress intended to suppress this class of outrages and wrongs ?

Anstcer. Well, sir, that law has been but recently passe<l, and I am not able to state
what public opinion is upon that subject. I think, though, tha,t a jury either in the
S^ate courts or the Federal courts, selected fairly and impartially, would convict, if

the evidence and the charge of the court should require it, however much it might go
against the grain to do it. That is my opinion. It is my opinion also, that it is not
the policy of the Government to prosecute that class of cases now.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Do you mean to say that you think it is not, or it ought not to be, the policy
of the Government ?

Answer. I think that the peox^le think it is not the policy; and my own opinion

Question. You do not understand the question. Do the people think that it is not,

or that it ought not to be, the policy ?

Answer. I mean that it is impolitic to prosecute that class of cases.

By the Chairman :

Question. For what reason ?

Answer. In the first place, while the great mass of the southern people are loyal to
the Government, and feel determined to obey the laws of the Government to the
utmost of their ability, they do not feel affectionate toward the Governm<'nt. They
act under a sense of duty more than a sense of love. They feel that thej- laid dov.-ii

their arms at the close of the war iu good faith and with a detei-mination to be good
citizens afterward, if permitted; and they feel that, notwithstanding that, the Gov-
ernment has treated them as rebels still and as enemies ; and they regard this legisla-

tion that you allude to as one of the evidences of unfriendliness on the part of the
Government toward the southern people. When I say it is impolitic in the Government
to enforce those laws even in a proper case I mean this: That I think it is the policy of
the Government to act toward the southern j)eople iu such a way as not only to secure

,

their respect and obedience and loyalty to the Government, but their affection. That
can only be done by the Government acting toward them with magnanimity, gener-
osity, and kindness. To undertake to prosecute these offenses imder these " ku-Klux
laws/' I believe they call them, makes the people think it is an indication of unfriend-
liness on the part of the Government, and it keeps the southern i)eople irritated with
the idea that they are still treated as enemies and rebels, although they Iiave ceased
to be so in fact, and ceased to have any pxirpose or desire ever to be so again. The
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heart of the southern people cannot be restored to the Government without jrener-

osity and kindness, and an abandonment of those extreme measures which some people

desire to see enforced against them.
Question. Is it the sentiment of the large majority of the people in your State that the

effort of the General Government to prosecute and punish offenders is the evidence of

unfriendly feeling toward the whole southern people ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they look at the matter in this light : Congress makes these laws,

and makes certain acts crimes, and then deprives the State courts of the jurisdiction of

those crimes, and drags citizens a long distance from home to a Federal coirrt, where
they are perfect staugers, at heavy expense, and to the great neglect of their business.

It keeps the southern |)eople irritated. The United States is able to be generous and
magnanimous to these southern . people, and the way to put down these crimes is not to

prosecute them, but it is to forgive them.
Question. Do you mean the Ku-Klux outrages ?

Ansicei: Yes, sir ; the very fact that you undertake to prosecute and persecute these

men, if there are auj^ Ku-Kluxes, will make two where there is but one.

Question. Is your remedy, and the remedy of your people, to let them go on, forgiving

every offense they commit ?

Ansicer. O no, sir ; I think that every great crime ought to be punished by some court

or other. But I think, as I stated before, that the legislation of Congress on this Ku-Klux
question is, so far as the southern peoj)ie are concerned, impolitic. I do not think that

the hearts of the southern people can ever be brought back to the Government as long
as such legislation stands on the statute-book and is enforced with the rigor with which
it is in the power of the Government to enforce it. I think it is the policy of the Gov-
ernment to have the heart of the entire people—hot only loyalty upon principle, but
loyalty from love.

Question. Conceding, as I understand you do, that there are no cases in which men
have been brought to justice in the State courts for these secret crimes, what remedy
would you suggest for them?

Answer. I have already stated all I can on that subject. In the circuit in which I

practice, I know as a fact that the officers of the court and the grand juries have used
their utmost exertions to ferret out these offenders without success. Whether perjury is

committed by witnesses before the grand jury, I cannot tell. I suppose, if any perjuries

are committed, tlie same perjuries would be committed in the Federal courts that are com-
mitted in the State courts ; and I do not think thatthe Federal courts would be likely to

ferret out these secret crimes more successfully than the State courts coidd. I think the
State courts more likely to ferret them out than the Federal courts, because, in the
State courts, the investigation takes place in the county in which the oliensc was com-
mitted, and in which it is to be [)resumed there is some evidence to be found. There
are some prosecutions now pending in the circuit court of the United States at Mobile
for the Entaw riot. I am defending one of those accused parties ; and I know the state

of feeling in Greene County in reference to those prosecutions. I was not at Eutaw on
the daj' of this unfortunate occurrence ; but I am very well informed what did occur
to General Warner, and Governor Parsons, and others who were i^resent ; and, from my
knowledge of public sentiment in Greene County, I think that the Government would
make friends, I think that the i-eiuiblican party would make friends in the South, by
dropping those prosecutions. I think that the Govenuuent will make enemies by pur-
suing them.

Question. In saying that, do you mean to convey the idea that those men are not
guilty of any offense against the peace and security of the community?

Answer. Well, I do not know what the trutli is about the facts. One side represents
the facts in one way, and the other in another. These; men who are prosecuted, and their

friends, say, and declare that tliey will abundantly prove it, that this difficulty was
brought on by Major Hays and his friends. Tlie other^ide say that it was brought ou
by the democrats.

Question. I am not speaking of the guilt or innocence of any man, or anj' party; but
taking it for granted that the peace was disturbed, that a public meeting was broken
up, and that men were Avounded, do you think that the policy of the Goverinuent,
either State or Federal, ought to be to permit such an occurrence to pass with imi)u-
uity. and not punish those who are guiltv, whether democrats or reijublicaus, white or
bhick?

Answer. Well, sir, I think it is the policy of the Government not to prosecute these
cases. In the first place, this is a new offense, created bj- Congress not long ago. This
is the first prosecution I have heard of iinder that act of Congress ; and I think that
really everything his been accomplislied now that the Government ought to desire to

accomplish. It was not known before to any general extent that such a law existed.

It was no offense before this act of Congress; tliis prosecution has already nuide the
fact generally known that it is an offense ; and I think the prosecution thus far, if

stopped now, will be just as effectual in preventing a recurrence of a similar affair as
if these men were convicted. I think the moral effect of the prosecution would be just
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as good for tlie Goveraineiit if it were stopped where it is as if tlaese men were con-
victed. I think the moral effect in favor of the Government would be for greater to
stop the prosecution than to succeed in conviction or be defeated on a trial.

Question. The object of this investigation being to ascertain as nearly as we can the
actual condition of things in your State as affecting personal safety and the execution
of the laws, if you have knowledge of any other general fact which will aid the com-
mittee in their investigations, state it fully.

Answer. I do not know that lean state anything important except what I have al-

ready stated, and what is fairly to be deduced from what I have said.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In giving your deliberate opinion that it would be ijolitic and wise in the
Government not to prosecute under this Ku-Klux law, I understand that your main
underlying reason is that the State courts can exe; ate tlic law better than the Federal
courts ?

Anstcer. That is one reason ; and then I think that it would show a kindness and
generosity on the part of the Government that would beproperly appreciated. I think
it would make friends for the Government. I am a friend of the Government myself,
although I do not belong to the party which now controls it. That is my oj)inion as a
lawj'^er and a citizen.

Question. What, in your opinion, would be the best and most effective mode for this
committee to ascertain the true condition of affairs in the southern county—by sitting
here as a committee, or by going there in person and looking into the matter?

Anstvei: Well, I should think that personal observation would be more satisfactory
than the examination of witnesses, whoso oiiinioiis are probably very different. The
difficulty is, that if a committee similar to this, or this committee itself, were to go there,
it would hardly be able to stay long enough in any one x)lace to form a correct judg-
ment. I feel very sure that if this committee or any other committee were to remain
a sufficient length of time ia my part of the State, they would certainly arrive at con-
clusions similar to those that I have expressed here to-day.

Question. Would not the committee have just as much time to examine respecting
that particular locality there as here, cxcej)t the time consumed in traveling back and
forth ?

Ansiver. I allude now to personal observation ; I do not allude to the examination of
witnesses. I think you can examine witnesses with as much facility and effect hei'e as
there. When I say that you could arrive at a more satisfactory conclusion there than
here, I refer to information obtained from your personal observation rather than the
examination of witnesses.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Why is Judge Smith obnoxious in Choctaw County ?

Ansicer. For no other reason in the world than that I have stated, that he is regarded
as an interloper and an intruder into an office that rightfully belongs to a native south-
erner. They find no foult with him as a man, or as a judge. I never heard an un-
kind word said about him in his judicial capacity, or as a citizen, further than that he
is a radical, and is an intruder into an office that a native southerner ought to till. That
is everything.

By Mr. Coburn:
Question. How long do your people regard it as necessary for a man to live in your

State before he has a right to hold an office or ought to hold an office ?

Ansiver. In speaking of the people of Choctaw Co«nty, I wish to be understood as
speaking only in reference to a small portion. Judge Smith has a great many warm
friends in Choctaw County, and is very much respected there. He owns a very large
estate there.

Question. Is it or is it not the sentiment of the people of your county that men from
other States have no right to hold offices, or ought not to hold them ?

Ansiver. Well, I think the feeling is or has been (it is not so strong now as it has been
by a good deal) that our conquerors floated over upon us, and absorbed all our offices

and all our means to the extent they were capable of doing ; and it is not to be won
dered at that the feeling I have exjtressed should exist to some extent.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. The only surprise is that it does not exist to a greater extent ?

Answer. I think so.

By Mr. Be^k :

Question. Is it not the fact that the imi^osition of a constitution upon you after you
had defeated it, and the imposition of officers upon you who had been foirly defeated
under the reconstruction act of Congress by your failure to vote, was one of the most
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serious complaiut.s you had iu regard to the manner in which those men got their

offices

'

Answer. Yes, sir; certainly.

Question. Did not your people regard those who held those offices as men whom they
had defeated in strict accordance with the law of Congress itself?

Ansiver. That was the feeling then. It has subsided to a great extent now. We
have made up our minds to stand anything.

Question. And did not the fact that those officers and that constitution were so im-
posed upon you by Congress in violation of its own legislation produce bitterness both
against the constitution and the officers more than any other cause ?

Answer. That was the feeling at one time. I do not know the extent to which that
feeling is prevalent now. *

Question. I am s-peaking of the time at which this feeling existed against those offi-

cers ?

Anszoer. The people of Alabama felt greatly outraged by the course that Congi-ess
pursued in forcing that bogus State constitution upon us under which we are living

uowf
Question. And also the officers?

Answer. And the officers elected under it.

Question. Both legislative and county officers?

Answer. The officers elected under it. I believe all the judicial officers now in the
State, except those who are holding offices by executive appointment, were elected
under that constitution.

Question. And the democratic party failed to vote altogether, assuming that they had
a right to abstain and thereby defeat those officers, atid did so defeat them ? Was not
that the fact ?

'

Answer. That was the idea then.
Question. Therefore, were not those men who occupied those positions both in the

legislature and in the counties—^.judges and others—elected by CongTcss and not by the
l)eople of Alabama ? Was not that the feeling?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And did not that cause them to be regarded as interlopers, so far as the
lieople were concerned ?

Answer. That had something to do with it.

Question. Thev considered the constitution illegal and all the offices under it improp-
erly Jilled ?

Answer. That was the feeling then; but, as I stated before, the feeling toward these
office-holders under that constitution is far less violent, very far less violent, than it

has been heretofore. We have got used to it and have determined to take things as
we find them, and do the best we can. We are prostrated iu a pecuniary point of view,
and are trying more to restore our prosperity to some extent than we are to succeed in

jtolitics. In answer to a question by the chairman as to cases of outrage iu my county,
I omitted to state one case. If it be desired, I will state it now.

By the Ciiairmax:

Question. You can state it at the close of your examination. I wish now to put a
question in connection with the point of which you have just been speaking. Was it

the view of your people that, having defeated the constitution once by abstaining from
voting aud preventing it from obtaining a majority of the registered voters, they still

had tlie right to go on preventing the oiganizatiou of a State government under the
law of Congress by abstaining from voting ?

AnsuxT. O no, by no means. We supposed Congress had the right to let the State
back into the Union on such terms as it pleased. But we considered that that con-
stitution was fairly defeated on the very basis of the congressional action in reference
to it, aud that, having been defeated, it was a great wrong on the jieople for Congress
to force it ui>ou them.

Question. Was not the very ground of abstaining from voting the oinniou that Con-
gress liad no right to submit it at all ?

Answer. I do not know about that. •

Question. Was or was not that your view ?

Answer. I think uot. I think that, so far as my information went then, the idea was
that if the conservatives would absent themselves from the polls, there woull not be
a sufficient vote cast to secure the adojitiou of the constitution.

Question. There would not be a majority of the registered voters ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Another thing was that a great many people, I believe, were not
qualified to vote then,who have become qualified since.

Question. They were not registered, then, of course ?

Answer. Of course not.

Question. Was it your idea then that if another constitution was submitted, the peo-
ple would still abstain from voting ?

Ansiver. No, sir.
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By Mr. Blaik.

Question. Was it yonr objectiou to the constitixtiou which was actually submitted
that inllueucecl your people iu abstaining from voting, not any objection to the jiower
of Congress iu submitting it ?

Anstver. That was my idea.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Had not the people of Alabama a very strong recollection that the policy

of the republican party before that time had been very diiierent under a letter of Mr.
Lincoln ordering an election in Arkansas under the old constitution ? Was not that a
fact in the contemplation of the people ?

Ansiver. I do not recollect what the expression of public sentiment then was. I had
made up my own mind to submit to anything that happened ; and I did uot take as

much" interest iu it as a good many other people; and my information, therefore, is

uot so good as that of some others.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. After you liad defeated the State constitution and the officers nominated under
it, iu strict conformity with the acts of Congress, as I believe, aud as I think nobody
denies, was it not supposed by you that Congress would take some steps to re-submit
that constitution to a convention or some other body of men, so as to get it into some
modified form with the objectionable features stricken out ?

Ansivcr. Of course.
Question. Did not Congress, in June, three or four months after you had defeated

that constitution and those officers, impose it and all the defeated officers upon you,
without giving you a chance to make any modification in the constitution or to defeat
those iiersons at the polls ?

Anstcer. I do uot recollect the date ; I know that we got the constitution.
Question. Do you not recollect that it was defeated iu February aud imxiosed upon

you in June ?

Answer. I do not recollect.

Question. Your State came in under the omnibus bill ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Without having any chance to vote upon your constitution at all, except
the vote by which you had defeated it, and without any chance to vote against the
officers so imposed ?

Answer. Yes, sir. We have ceased to grumble about that, though.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Do you recollect what was the vote for the constitution ? Was it not
about 80,000 ?

Answer. I think it was somewhere between 80,000 and 90,000.

Question. Do you not recollect that there was a larger vote than any State or national
ticket has since received on either side ?

Aiiswer. I cannot remember.
Question. How was it in your own judicial district and county? Did not Judge

Smith, for instance, receive a large majority of the regestered vote of the district ?

Ansicer. Of course.
Question. Did not your county officers in Sumter, and the county officers iu Greene,

and generally in those counties you have sjioken of, receive a majoritj" of the i"egistered

vote 1

Answer. I think so ; that is my recollection.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Iu your reply to Mr. Beck, a few moments ago, did you mean to say that
Congress elected Judge Smjth ?

Answer. I did not.

Question. Did you mean to say that Congx-ess elected the officers who are now holding
office in Alabama ?

Answer. I did not, except indirectly. Congress required the people to accei^t a cou-
stitution that they had repudiated, aud to accept officers under it who were neces-
sarily repudiated with the constitution. Congress is resiiousible to that extent. I do
not mean to say that Congress is responsible anj'^ further.

Question. You do uot mean to be understood to say that Congress really elected those
officers ?

Answer. Of course not.
Question. Did you uot say that you thought Congress had a right to re-admit the

State upon such tenus as it pleased ?

Answer. That was my opinion. I looked upon ourselves as a conquered iieople, at
the mercy of Congress and the General Goverument, aud we had to submit to what-
ever they required of us.
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Question. You looked on the proposition upon wliicli you were about to vote as the

terms proposed by Congress for your acceptance ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And you declined to vote upon it at all ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; we thought it a very objectionable constitution in many respects,

and we took it for granted if that was rejected, Congress would give us another chance.

Question. That proposition being r-ejected by you, you sui:»posed Congress had the

right to make other terms in their discretion ?

''Answer. That was my opinion ; I do not know whether it was a correct opinion or

not.
Question. Then do you deny the right of Congress to impose that constitution upon

you, notwithstanding the rejection of it ?

Answer. Well, sir, I think they had the right by force of the power they possessed
;

but it seems to me that they put terms upon us that they did not propose to do in the

first instance. They had the right because they had the i>ower.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Do you think the*power gave them the right?

Answer. It is the same thing to us.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did you think it improper for Congress to impose any terms that were not

entirely satisfactory to you ?

Answer. Our idea was that CongTess had no right to impose terms upon us that

would put us in a worse predicament than any other State in the Union. We sup-

posed we had the right, if we were iiermitted to return to the Union at all, to return

on an equality with the other States. That was our idea,>'and I think thab is our idea

still.

Question. Then you mean to say that Congress, under the right which you acknowl-

edged it had, treated the people of Alabama worse than it did the people of the other

States ?

Answer. That was the feeling, I think, of the southern people.

Question. That is all you mean to say ?

Answer. That is all.

Question. Would you think that circumstance any reason why .peaceable citizens in

Alabauux should betaken from their homes and whipped by disguised men?
Ansicer. By no means.
Question. Would you think that any palliation of the offense ?

Answer. Bj^ no means; and such is not the sense of 5 per cent, of the people of Ala-

bama. I can truly say that 95 per ccut. of the white men of Alabama are law abiding,

peaceable, loyal nien.'and all they want is just to be let alone, and have a fair chance

to recover from the disasters of the war. They hate crime, and will do as much in

their power to put down crime as Congress itself. I think the great error the north-

ern people, and i)robably the republican party in general, commit, is to hold the mass
of the southern people responsible for the outrages committed by a few desperate,

drunken, obscure individuals.

Question. Do you mean to say that the class of offenses known as Ku-Klux offenses

in your State are committed by a few bad men ?

« Answer. That is my supposition ; and I will tell you why I suppose so ; and I will in

this connection make the statement I omitted to make awhile ago. I think it was the

year before last that a party of disguised men went to the town of Livingston for

the purpose of lynching, perhaps of killing a man named Dr. Chotteau, who had ren-

dered himself exceedingly obnoxious by efforts to incite the negroes to insurrection

against the whites. They failed to find him. He was anticipating an attack, and ha'd

gotten a friend, named L'oblcnz, to stay with him and guard him. When these dis-

guised men went to the house, they broke open the door, and one of them struck a
match. As he did so, while in the door, he was shot down by a man standing opposite.

Thereupon the disguised men rushed in and shot Coblenz to death. This disguised

man shot by Coblenz was killed. It never was ascertained who the other disguised

men were ; I mean those other than the man who was killed. They carried off' the

dead body, and it was afterward ascertained who the slain man was. He was one of

the most desperate and dissipated young men in that section of the country. And I

infer from that fact that his comrades and those engaged in those enterprises are of a

similar character. That is the reason I say that I think these crimes are connnitted by

desiderate and drunken young men. This young man when shot was drunk, as was
reported.

Question. That is the statement which you wanted to make ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The Chairman told me to state all crimes I had heard of as com-
mitted by men in disguise. I had heard of that, but omitted to state it.

Question. Were any of those men punished for coming to that house and breaking

into it ?
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Ansiecr. Not by any judicial proceediupj. Tbey never Tvere fonnd out. There was a
colored man avIio was also shot at by this crowd, and who wounded another of this

party. He was before the grand jury ; and neither he nor anybody else could give
any account of the men, because they were disguised, and they could not tell who they
were.

Question. Was there any rising up of the community to ferret them out or to track
them ?

Answer. There was an attempt to track them. They were tracked to the bank of the
Tombigbee Elver, to a landing leading from Sumter to Marengo County, and there they
were lost sight of.

Question. Was that in the direction of the Mississippi line?
Anszver. No, sir ; the opposite direction.

Question. Over into another county ?

Ansicer. Another county in Alabama.
Question. How do you account for the fact that those men, and one or two other

gangs of a similar character, seem to have come from either Mississippi or some distant
county, when these outrages were committed ?

Ansicej: Well, sir, I cannot account for it.

Question. In the case of Boyd, the men seem to have been tracked out of your county,
were they not ?

Ansicer. I think, myself, that the men who killed Boyd were well acquainted with
every locality in Eutaw—with every room iu the hotel in which Boyd was slain.

I think that some Alabamian must have been concerned in it. Otherwise I do not see
how they could have understood so well the topography of the location. According
to my information, they guarded every gate and door ; they knew precisely the room
Boyd was in ; they extended a gun to the landlord and his clerk, and threatened to
shoot them down unless they carried them straight to Boyd's room. The landlord and
clerk were frightened almost to death. They told me about this themselves.

Question. Without going into the details of that particular case, is it not your opinion
that parties of this character mark their victims, and then send for friends from another
county or State to come and execute their wishes f

Answa: Well, sir, I would come to that conclusion from circumstances. I do not see
how it can well turn out that these crimes can be committed by citizens of the county
in which the crime is committed, without there being some clue found out to detect
them. There is but one way to account for it ; and that is that these men who know
the facts in regard to the crime deliberately swear falsely.

Question. In coiirt you mean?
Answer. Yes, sir ; before the grand jury. I take it for granted that a man who would

commit midnight murder would swear to a lie to avoid detection.
Question. Is it not your opinion that when these bands from another county are sent

for, some men from the county where the crime is to be committed go with them as
guides ? .

Answer. I have no information upon that subject. These men of course use every
means that they can .to keep themselves concealed. A short time ago some men who
had committed a homicide iu Mississippi, and were imprisoned iu the jail at Columbus,
Mississippi, were rescued by a party of masked men who passed through my town.
I was absent attending coiirt. The information I had was that they acted in such a
manner as to make it be believed that they were Alabamians. They really, however,
were men who came from the neighborhood where the homicide was committed.
They traveled aU the way through Alabama till they got to Colundjus, which is near
the Alabama line. They rescued their prisoners, took them out of jail, took them back
through Alabama, and disapjieared. I mention this to show that these men act iu such
a manner as to throw the public officers and the people in general off their guard. It
is obvious that these men took that course to make it appear that Alabamians, not
Mississippians, rescued tliose men. I presume that they take all the necessary pre-
cautions to keep themselves concealed, if they really go from one county to another
to commit a crime.

Question. Is justice evaded by that expedient ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; at any rate I do not know of any of these criminals being pun-
ished. I never heard of one being found out. The only one I ever heard of being
found out was the one who was killed ; and he probablj^ would not have been found
out if he had not been killed.

Questinn. Is the fact that they send for confederates from different counties and even
different States, to come and execute their wishes, calculated to prevent exposure and
detection ?

Answer. If it is a fact, it would be calculated to do it. I do not know whether it is

a fact or not.

Question. Have there been any whippings, in Sumter County, of colored men or
others, by disguised men ?

Answer. I believe not; at least I have no information of it.
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Question. Have there been in Greene?
Aiiswer. I do not know of any whippings. I have tohl you of the murder of Boyd. I

Lave not heard of any whipi^ings in any of those counties 1 named as my judicial cir-

cuit.

Question. No colored men ?

Answer. Not by disguised men. I have heard of their beiug whipped by their em-
ployers ; but that was in broad daylight.

Question. You have known colored men to be whipped by their employers?
Answer. Yes, sir, for disobedience.
Question. In what way?
Answei: Just by knocking theni down.
Question. Have you known many instances of that?
Answer. No, sir; they are very rare. I have not heard of anything of the kind since

last summer.
Question. Have there been any xjrosecntions for that?
Answer. I do not know as to that particular case. I,have seen prosecutions before

inferior magistrates—justices of the peace, &c.—for assaults and batteries comiuitted
by white men and women on negroes ; but they were slight offenses—nothing serious.

Question. You said that perjury in the coiuts was, you thought, one reason why
those men liavc not been brought to justice ?

Answer. I did not say that ; I said that I could not see how these offenses could be
committed by citizens of the counties in which they were committed and nobody know
anything about it ; and that therefore the parties concerned in it must commit perjury
to keep it concealed.

Question. Is there a feeling of safety on the part of witnesses who would testify in

the courts about such things ?

Answer. I have no means o^ answering that question, because I don't know. I was
examined myself in relation to the case of Rich;ud Burke. I felt no approheusiou in

telliug all I know about it. I have never heard any witness express any apprehension
;

but if there is a b-and of desperadoes calh^d Ku-Klux, it is very natural to suppose that
a man would feel reluctant to testify against them. I don"t know of any case in which
anybody has refrained from telliug what he knew on that account, or any other.

Question. I will piit the question more directly : If you had inadveitently become
cognizant of the identity of any parties who had committed an outrage of this sort in

disguise—the Boyd case or any other—would you feel safe in coming into court aud
telling the Avhole thing?

Answer. I do not think I would feel safe; but I would tell the truth about it.

Question. Of course you would tell the truth ; but would you feel safe ?

Ansicer. I would naturally feel that I was in danger, i)rovided there was a clan of
this sort organized for the ]iurpose of committing crime.

Question. Suppose you had seen aud known some of the men who murdered
Boyd, would you have felt safe in disclosing the fact, and going into court and testify-

ing to it ?

Answei: I think I should have had some apprehension of personal danger.
Question. I will put the question still more pointedly: If you had by any means

known any of the parties who committed the murder of Boyd, Avould you have felt

your duty as a citizen strong enough to have overcome yoiu: fear, so as to make you
disclose the facts, and volunteer as a witness?

Answer. I believe I should, unless some very near i)ersonal friend had been concerned.
Question. You think, though, you would have done such a thing at yom> peril?

Answer. I do, provided there is any such organized clan as that. I do not know but
that I would have felt in peril if the party was formed for that ])nrpose, and that alone,

W'ithout a view to the commission of any other offense thereafter: because Boyd lost

his life for saying that he knew the men who committed one murder.
Que^^fion. Does not the fact that there is a successful evasion of these x»rosecution3

indicate to you that there must be some organization—that the parties have accomplice.",

aud are well organized ?

Answer. "Well, sir, I have never heard of any party of organized men exceeding sixty

in number. I heard hist summer that on a certain occasion .sixty armed men in dis-

guise, and with theii hor.ses disguised, appeared openly and publicly in a vilhige of

GifeiK" County called Pleasant Kidge, and that tliey went through various cavalry
evolutions in perfect silence, and rode off in the din^ction of Missi.s.sippi. They did not

speak a word or do a thing. That is the largest number I have ever known or ever

heard of, and I know no reason to believe that there are as many as that in any county
that I am ae(inainfed with in Alabama, unless it be in Greene, and unless the men I

have just alluded to belonged to Greene. I do not think, as I stated before, that there

is any permanent organiz.^tiou for political or other jiurposes called Ku-Klux, or any-
thing else. I think that these men band them.selves together as occasion requires, to

resent their own supposed or real wrongs, or to punish by lynch law some person who
has done something that they do not like.
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By Mr. CoBURN

:

Question. State liow many of such meetings you have heard of.

Answer. I never heard of but that one.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. State whether, before the war. repeated murders and other crimes were com-
mitted, and the offenders evaded the law as tliey now do ?

Answer. A great many crimes were committed by disguised men before the war.
Lynch-hiw had been in force in an aggravated form, and the parties, some of them,
never brouglit to justice; to be sure some were ; it was very difficult though to do it

then—almost as difficult as it is uow. When you thought you had the man who com-
mitted the offense, persons would generally swear him out of it, and get him clear.

Question. Is the resort to alihi common in such cases?
Answer. Well, there have been no trials since the war to test that question.
Question. I mean in the few investigations there have been ? , ^
Answer. I cannot tell : these investigations take place before grand juries, and I can-

not tell what occurs there, as their investigations are all secret.

Question. The State courts, you say, have failed to bring to justice any of the i)erpe-
trators of these acts ?

Answer. They have in my own jiart of the State, so far as I know ; but I know that
vigorous efforts have been used by the officers of the coiu't and by the grand juries,

though, so fiir as my information goes, unsuccessfully.
Question. And you think the Federal courts would be as likely to fail?

Answer. I do, for the same reasons.
Question. You think the State courts better than the Federal courts, because they sit

in the county where the act was committed ?
*

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there would be more likelihood of the State court succeed-
ing in ferretiug out the offenders, because it is at the spot where the crime was com-
mitted, while the Federal court may be several hundred miles distant.

Question. Are not the grand juries in the State courts taken from every county ?

Answer. Of coiu'se.

Question. In that way would it not be probable that some of the accomplices of the
offenders might be upon the grand jury?
Answer. Of covu'se they are just as likely to be as not.

Question. Is there the same danger of accomiffices being on the grand jury of the Fed-
eral court which sits elsewhere?

Answer. There is not the same danger in that respect, because I believe that ordina-
rily the grand juries of the Federal courts are picked up in the vicinity of the court.

Question. Then, in the Federal courts that danger would be escaped?
Answer. It seems to me so.

Question. Would that apply in regard to the i^etit jury ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it would apply in the State court, and in the Federal court also.

Question. Would the witnesses feel more or less reluctance or intimidation in testify-

ing in the county where the crime was committed, or at a distance where the Federal
court was sitting ?

Ansicer. If they felt intimidated at all, I think they would feel less intimidated in

the county of their residence than anywhere else, l)ecause they would have the jiro-

tection of their friends and relatives, which- they would not have at a court several
hundred miles away.

Question. You say you think there ought not to be any further i^rosecution of those
who committed the violence at Eutaw ?

Answer. I stated that I thought it would be good policy for the Government to drop
those prosecutions, and for the reasons I gave.

Question. Have the State courts taken that matter in hand ? Have they prosecuted
anybody for connection with that affair?

Answe)-. The State courts have no jurisdiction; they are precluded from jurisdiction

by the act of Congress itself.

Question. That is a mistake.
Answer. No, sir; the State courts are precluded; entire jurisdiction is conferred on

the district and circuit courts. _,_

By the Chalrman :

Question. That is not the view which has been taken of that act.

Answer. I know that is the case, because I argued a demurrer to the indictment in

Moliile ; and that was one point that I made; that the act was unconstitutional, because
it absorbed the entire jurisdiction of crime in the Federal Government, and dejirived

the States of jurisdiction.

Question. Did the judge sustain the point you made?
Anstver. 0, no; he overruled the demurrer; the case stands for trial on a i^lea of

" not guilty."
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By Mr. Pool :

Question. I understood you to say that the hare fact that the prosecution of these

Eutaw rioters has been uudertalien in the Federal courts would have a good effect in

the community ?

Answer. 1 stated that I thought the Government had akeady accomplished hy the
prosecution as much as it would accomplish by a trial and conviction, or an acquittal.

I will say now, in addition, that if the Government should fail in the prosecution, as I

think it will fail upon the merits, the moral effect will be not very favorable to the
Government ; it will not be favorable to the administration of law.

Question. Has the fact that this prosecution has been undertaken made it more quiet

in that county ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know what effect the prosecution has had in that county ;

but I do not know of any secret or political cfime having been committed in .any of

the counties I have spoken of since the riot at Eutaw.
Question. State your opinion as to whether the fear of being carried to Mobile for

trial before the Federal court is likely to jn-oduce a repressing effect upon the disposi-

tion to commit these outrages.

Answer. I hardly know how to answer that question. These outrages, when they
occur, are ordinarily carried out by men of no note or influence, either political or other-

wise—men who have very little to lose, if anything. I do not know that that fear

would have any restraining effect upon them.
Question. How do you know that they are men of no note or influence ? You cannot

tell who they are.

Answer. I know the men who are indicted at Mobile. Only one of the men indicted

there is a man of note and influence, and he is Colonel Jolly. The rest are all ob-

scure young men.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is Colonel Jolly a defendant in that indictment?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You mean J. J. Jolly, of Eutaw ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Ut. Pool :

Question. How many were wounded in the Eutaw riot ?

Answer. I was not there ; I do not know ; I have tried my best to find out ; I have
inquired of Governor Parsons and General Warner and citizens of Eutaw, and I never
have certainly found o\it more than two men—one white and one black. I am not

able to answer the question. Colonel Jolly and Chancellor Clark and Major Pierce,

who were here the other day, ought to be able to answer the question. They were
present.

Question. From the best of your information, do you think that as many as twenty
"Were wounded ?

Answer. I have heard so many reports about it that my opinion is worth nothing. I

hiive heard .'is htw down as two, and as high as forty.

Question. Have you heard names given ?

Answer. If I did, I do not remember any of them.
Question. Were any killed ?

Answer. My information is that there was not a man kUled. I have heard that no
man was killed, and no man died from wounds received.

Question. Do you reside in that town ?

Answer. No, sir, twenty miles distant.

Question. Is it not a remarkal)le thing that there should l)e such a difterence of

opinion and uncertainty as to Avhether, on a jiublic occasion like that, there were two
men wounded or forty or fifty wounded ?

Ansiver. Well, yes : it ought to be known, it seems to me. I saw what I am told was
a correct accoinit of everything that occurred thex-e in a newspaper published a week
after tJic unfortunate occurrence.

Question. Was it a democratic paper ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What did it state ?

Answer. I do not remember now. I tried to get a copy to bring with me ; I lost my
copy. I understood, though, that some of the gentlemen from Eutaw brought a copy
with them.

Question. How many did that paper say were wounded ?

Answer. I do not remember.
Question. As many as twenty ?

Answer. I do not remember what the paper said about that. I saw Governor Par-
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8011S at Meridian the •next day. I was in Meridian when the nnfortunate affair occur-

red. He could not tell me how many were wounded. General Warner could not tell

lue. He said he saw one man fall. I have not seen any two persons who agreed as to

the uumher wounded ; nor did all agree that there was nobody killed. I think the
opinion of General Warner and Governor Parsons is that there were one or two killed,

though citizens of Eutaw say it is not true. If any of the negroes had been killed, I

think it would certainly have been known. The negroes themselves, a great many
of them, would have told it. Majbr Hays would know; he was there. My opinion
about that is not worth a cent, because I do not know anything but what other people
told me ; and thej" have not at all concurred in regard to the matter.

Question. Is it not a remarkable fact that there should be doubt as to whether forty
or only two were wounded on a particular occasion by gunshot wounds ?

Ansu'e): You nmst remember that there were a great many iiegroes there that day

—

probably a thousand ; and they were from all j)arts of the county ; and it v,-as a very
exciting occasion. The whites were excited, and the blacks were excited, and both
sides were frightened. There was a general stampede. It is said there was nobody
left on the ground so badly wounded that he could not get away, and none was left

there dead. I think there are honest men enough in EutaT,v to tell the truth about it.

I think they would tell if they knew any to have been killed. I think they would tell

me how many were wounded. It is not unnatural that there should be a disagreement
as to the number wounded, when the negroes carried oif their wounded—left nobody
on the field.

Question. Did not the authorities make any investigations?
Answer. I am not able to answer about that. I do not reside in that county, and I

never inquired about that. I take it for granted though that they did.

Question. Did you mean to say that the act of Congress jirevents the State authorities
from taking cognizance of an assault and battery or a murder of that sort committed
within their borders ?

Answey. I say that the act of Congress gives the United States courts exclusive juris-
diction of all offenses committed under that act, by which a political meeting is in-

terrupted or broken up or any crime committed during the continuance of the attempt
to break it up.

Question. You say, then, that if a mui'der was committed at a political meeting, the
State courts caunot take cognizance of it ?

Answer. I think not, if it is committed in the execution of an attempt to break up a
political meeting.

By the Chairm.vn :

Question. Was not the indictment in the case in which you were counsel drawn under
the act of 1870, called the enforcement act—not under the Ku-Klux act ?

Answer. Of course it was under the previous act. The Ku-Klux act has just been
jiassed. This Ku-Klux bill has nothiug to do with the case pending in Mobile, and
nothing to do with the Eutaw riot. That was prosecuted under the act of 1870.

By ISIr. Pool :

Question. Have you ever known any democrat to be subjected to an outrage by a
baud of disguised men at night ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. If, then, these offenses are committed upon republicans only, why do you
think they have no political significance and are only sporadic ?

Answer. I have no information except what I have told you on this Ku-Klux question.
I know of no such organization except to the extent I have mentioned. The crirfles

committed all seem to have been committed, so far as mj' knowledge goes, either from
private revenge, or to j)unish some public offense by a proceeding in the nature of
lynch law. I cannot say that there have not been offenses committed on democrats.
I only say that I don't know of any. I believe I have only mentioned three cases in
which crime has been committed upon republicans.

Question. You say these outrages are frequently committed by meu who are not in
disguise '?

Answer. I suppose so, because my servant told me, the night that old man Burke was
killed, that those men were not in disguise.

Question. If they are not in disguise, how do you account for the t;ict that there is

not some identification of them f

Answer. I cannot tell, except upon the idea that the parties come from a distance,
and are not known in the community where the crime is committed. After the murder
of Eichard Burke, I saw a friend, residing at a distance of ten miles from the scene of
the homicide. He told me that he had that morniug met a party of men in disguise,
armed with double-barreled guns, and that he did not know one of them ; that they
were going in the directi()n of Mississijipi.

Question. If these acts are committed for some private grudge or against some obnox
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ious individuals, how do yon account for tlie fact, that they are committed by men wiio
are not acquainted with the individuals, and who do not reside in that localitj^, but
come from a distance?

Answer. Well, I stii^pose if they do come from a distance, they are induced to come
by those who want the crime committed, without the probability of being detected as
being themselves concerned in it.

Question. Docs not that impress your mind with the idea that there is an organiza-
tion extending through several counties ?

Answer. Well, sir, it would look that way. But it is impossible, it seems to me, that
it can amount to more than a handful of desperadoes.

(Juestion. Why is it that a community of good men do not rise up and put down a
handful of desperadoes who are not even disguised ?

Answer. If the grand jury, with all the means at hand, and the court, with all its

machinery and all the energy of its officers, cannot ferret out tj>ese men, what can
private citizens do I

Question. You are a lawyer of a great deal of experience and knowledge of the com-
mon law. Has not every iM'ivate citizen a right to make hue-and-cry, and to pursue
and even arrest the perpetrator of a capital felony ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. If a community were intent upon putting down these crimes, could not the
whole of them rise up, and any man, in the same manner as if lie had a warrant, arrest

the offender, and have right and law upon his side ?

Answer. Well, sir, these men, so far as my iufonnation goes, act with great celerity.

They accomplish what they undertake to do suddenly, disappear suddenlj-, and are out
of reach of pursuit suddenly, and, if pursued, according to my information as to those
who have been seen publicly, they are Avell armed and desperate men ; and law-
abiding, peaceful citizens are not going to pursue that class of men, unless they are
required to do so by some i)ublic officer, authorized to summon them. I would not
do it myself.

Question. Suppose those outi'ages had been committed upon white democrats, would
it be otherwise as to the pursuit and eifort to put them down ?

Answer. I do not believe it wduld, if committed l)y that class of people. If com-
mitted by what they call Ku-Klnx, there would be no more attempt to arrest them for

the murder of a democrat than the murder of a republican, because the personal danger
from those desperadoes would be jnst the same.

(Question. How is it tliat anxiety for j)ersonal security does not induce the community
to rise up and put down a roving band of assassins and outlaws ?

Ansner. You have to tind them out before putting them down, and while you are
trying to find them out, you may become a victim yourself.

Question. Then the reason is the fear and dread that they have created in the com-
munity i

Answer. As I said awhile ago, there is an aiiprehension. I was asked, if I should
see a murder ct)mmitted, whether I would not feel some apprehension in going before
the grand .jury or any public officer, and disclosing the fact. I answered, yes. The
same sort of feeling exists in respect to any other attempt to bring these men to justice,

or ferret them out. You cannot bring them to justice till you ferret them cmt, and
liow ail' you to ferret them out ! If, as I have said, a grand jury cannot do it, the pri-

vate citizen cannot do it. The whole community may rise up ; but the very men who
committed the crime may be part of that community rising up ; they mav be the first to

cry, " Stop thief."

Question. Then you UK^an to say that those men have inspired such dread in the com-
mmiity that citizens will not, in the discharge of their duty as private citizens, rise up
and put them down, without the interference of an officer?

Answer. I do not say that. I cannot say more on the question of personal apprehen-
sion than I liave stated already. I am satisfied that if the citizens knew that any
person had been concerned in a homicide, or any other secret crime in violation of law,
they would take prompt and necessary steps to have the otfender arrested and brought
to justice. But it is not to be ex])ected that a man will be striking for an enemy in

the dark, wIhmi that enemy sees him, and he does not sih; the enemy.
Question. You say, then, that the community generally decline to go in pursuit of caj)-

ital felons ?

Answer. No ; they simply do nothing, because they cannot do anything.
Question. And they make no eltbrt ?

Answer. They go along as usual, and expect the law to take its course.

Question. You say the State courts and officers have failed to bring the offenders to

justice ?

^Inswer. Thus far.

Question. Is it not time that some other authority should intervene to try its hand ?

Answer. Well, it seems to me that if anything ever could have been accomplished, it

is too late to do it now. I do not know of any otfense committed secretly or claudes-
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tinely since the last election in Alabama; and now tLat the thing has subsided, jind

this band dispersed, if they were evei* congregated together, I cannot see the wisdom
of trying to rake nj) the past. If there were any crimes being committed in that way
now, there would be more reason for taking active steps to suppress them. . I have
not heard of an offense of that kind being committed in Alabama since the last elec-

tion ; and I do not believe there is likely to be any unless it is iu j)ursuit of private
revenge.

Question. Have these offenses been directed principally against colored persons ?

Aiisrcer. I do not know of any colored iierson having been secretly murderctl, except
old man Richard Burke, and those two murderers who escaped from jail iu Greene
County. I do not know of any white republican having been murdered or injured in
his person or property except Boyd, who lost his life, and Judge Smith, who lost his
mill and his cotton-gin.

Question. Do you know of a probate judge being fired at?
Answer. I heard that the probate judge of Choctaw County was fired at from behind

a pine tree, in broad daylight, and wounded in the arm. That is all I know about it.

I know the judge very well.

Question. 1)0 you know of an editor of a rej)ublican pajjcr being attacked in the
streets of Eutaw f

Answer. Yes, sir, I heard of that. I know him very well, and know he was very
badly beaten. So I heard ; I have not seen him since the occurrence.

Question. Has any one been prosecuted for that act ?

Ans2vei'. I think the person who beat him is under indictment in Greene circuit court.
There has been but one court held since the occurrence, and that was a month or two
ago. I think the man was indicted.

Question. Do you know of threats being made against, the circuit clerk of Greene
County ?

Answer. I know him very well. I heard that he received an anonymous letter warn-
ing him to leave the county, but he did not go in pursuance of that warning, and he
was not hurt. Some months afterward he voluntarily resigned. 1 do not think he
resigned through fear of personal injui-y. He did not give me to understand that, and
I do not think he Avas in any personal danger.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Senator Pool has asked you whether you intended to state that Congress
elected all the officers in Alabama. You answered in the negative. Now, was not
that practically the fact ?

Answer. I stated that Congress did not do that directly, but incidentally, in forcing
a constitution upon the people of Alabama which they had rejected, and along with
that constitution public officers who Avere elected under it, and who naturally fell

with the constitution when it was rejected by the peoi)le. Those ofiicers are still hold-
ing under that constitution and under that election.

Question. Then, practically, or in effect, the officers who were placed over you in Ala-
bama were elected by Congress f

Answer. That is the jiractical result to us. I stated that before.

Question. That, as a matter of course, was a cause of great irritation to the people of
the State, was it not ?

Answer. It was at the time a cause of very great irritation. We thought we were
greatly wronged.

Question. The people of the State generally knew the fact to be that this constitu-
tion, having been rejected according to the law of Congress, had come iKick here, and
Congress in the first instance defeated the eftbrt to impose it upon the people, but some
three or four months afterward adopted it. You knew those facts in the State i)retty
well ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I presume that the acticm of Jlr. Stevens in moving to recommit this con-
stitution was very well understood?

Ansirer. Yes, sir; all those things are a matter of public history, which intelligent
people of the State very well understood.

Question. Mr. Stevens's action, and the action of Congress itself subsequently, in

imposing this constitution upon j'our people, and with it this whole batch of officers,

was regarded by the people of the State, as I understand you, as a great outrage .'

Answer. We felt that way at the time ; but, as I have already stated, we do not feel

that irritation about it now, by a great deal, that we did at first, because we havo
determined to submit to whatever happens, and do the best we cau to build up our
material prosperity.

Question. The (luestion was asked you whether the people believed Congress had the
right to im])f)se a constitution upon them iu that way ?

Answer. Well, the best-informed politicians in my part of the country did not think
Congress had the constitutional right. I never gave myself much concern about it.



In the tlien stnte of things, I eonsiderecl the power to do it the same as the right to do
it—practically the same to the sonthern people; and therefore there was no use of
drawing any distinctions between them.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Yon spoke of a band of abont sixty disguised men who appeared at Pleas-

ant Ridge, Greene County.
Aihsirer. I only spoke of them from rumor.
QnesHon. I know that. Were those men spoken of as Ku-Klnx ?

Answer. I will state the way my information came. I met with some friend from
Greene County, who said to me, "bid you hear about those Ku-Kliix?" Said I, "What
Ku-Klux?" "Why," said he, " sixty Ku-Klux appeared in Pleasant Eidge the other
day about 12 o'clock ; and tljey went through various cavalry evolutions in very hand-
some style. They were disguised, and their horses painted, so that it was impossible
to recognize any of them. They never spoke a word either to themselves or any one
else ; and after going tlu'ough their evolutions, they went otf in the direction of Mis-
sissippi."

Question. Did they maneuver by signs ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Did your informant say he saw them?
Answer. No, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. When was that ?

^Inswcr. I think aljout a year ago. I cannot recollect whether it was a year ago or
two years ago. I think, though, that it was a year ago, about this time. I never
heard of a disguised man in the county since.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Did you ever hear that circumstance spoken of since?
Answer. No, sir; that was the only time I ever heard of it ; and I have never heard

of any demonstration similar to that, or any other disguised men in Greene County,
either in the day or night.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You did not live in that county ?

Ansirer. No, sir; I live fifteen or sixteen miles off, in another county.
Question. Who was it that spoke to you about it ?

Answer. I cannot remember.
Question. You said it was a friend of yours ?

Answer. I know it was a friend, but I cannot remember his name.
Question. A Avhite man ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He had no doubt of the circumstance ?

Answer. He did not si>eak as thougli he had any.
Question. Supposing that those men appeared and maneuvered in that way, how do

you account for their drill and maneuvers, unless they were a bodj- of men who had
"been some time together, and who had trained together?

Ansn-er. AVell, sir, there is only one way to account for it besides that, and that is

this: there were in Greene County a large number of soldiers from the confederate

army, both cavalry and iniantry, a very large number, and it is not at all improbable
that' the capacity to perforin these military evolutions was obtained while in the cou-
federate army. If it was not, then of course they must have had some practice. But
it seems to me altogether incredible that they should have had practice anywhere in

Alabama, either in daylight or night-time, for a sufficient time to have become as

expert as they were represented to l)e on that day, without being seen before or since.

Question. Their maneuvers were admirably done, as you understood?
Answer. Well, that is not the exact idea : but they were well done.

Question. 'J'hen you can only account for them Ijy supposing that that number of well-

drilled cavalry soidicrs with well-drilled cavalry horses, had got together speedily
;
you

think that that must have been the y>se, or else they must have been drilled togerhV-r ?

Answer. Yes ; I think they must nave known something about it. I cannot tell,

though, the correctness of the judgment of my informant as to Avhether they performed
well or not.

Question. Did you not hear of the parade of Kvi-Klus in Huntsville, Al.abama, in

1H68 ?

Answer. I did not ; I heard of it for the first time since I have been here.

Q'lestion. You speak of two elements of discord. You say that the great mass of tUe
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people ill your region of Alabama are quiet and well disposed; but there are a few
wild yonng meu in each couuty ?

Ansioer. I suppose they are such youug men fi'om the circumstance I mentioned a
while ago, that the only one ever discovered (and he was killed) was a desperate, dis

sipated young man.
Quesiion. And the other discordant element you named as being a few violent poll

ticians ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; extreme politicians.

Question. Now, whether these meu are the men who constitute these Ku-Klux or not,
you know that such characters do exist generally there?

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; of course therr are extreme politicians in every part of the country.
Question. Is it not possible for those two elements combining to cause trouble at any

time—to cause auy prominent republican to be in danger of being injured?
Answe)'. I think not.

Question. Is it not possible for those two elements combining to disturb any political

meeting at any time, whenever they will?
Answer. To be sure. There is no necessity of a combination of that sort in order to

break up or disturb a public meeting. That can be done by an instantaneous arrange-
ment among persous determined to accomplish it for mere deviltry or political pur-
poses.

Question. Is not the state of society between the two races more or less inflammable
there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. So that, if a conflict occurs between a white man and a black man, there is

a tendency at once on the part of the white people to take the white man's side, and
lierhaps on the side of the colored jieople to take the colored man's side ?

Answer. I think that would depend upon which was in the right. I mean that is the
state of feeling now. The state of feeling between the whites and the blacks is one of
entire friendshiii and kindness. They are more friendly and kind toward each other,

and have more confidence in each other now, and have had for the last six or eight
mouths, than they have had at any time since the close of the war. The employers
deal kindly and honorably with the employed, and the old attachments that existed
between master and slave seem to some extent renewed. And I attribute that fact to

this circumstance: that the.bad men who floated over among the negroes for selfish

pui-poses have been found out by the negroes, and have been driven out of the country
either by the force of public sentiment, or by having failed to accomplish in a pecuni-
ary point of view what they desired. That element which disturbed the negroes, and
l^roduced alienation between the whites and the blacks, has pretty nearly ceased to
exist.

Question. You think that in the state of society existing there now, those two ele-

ments of which you spoke would not have it in their power to cause general apprehen-
sion ?

Answer. Do you mean these desperate young men and violent politicians ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. They are not numerous enough.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Your informant did not himself see this parade of sixty Ku-KJux ?

Answer. I did not understand him to say so; and I do not know that I ever heard
any person say that he himself ever saw it.

Question. You do not know whether the person who told you had seen it ?

Anstver. No, sir, and I do not know that it is true. I pass through Pleasant Eidge
very frequently going to court, and I am very well acquainted there ; know some of
the citizens there, and they never told me anything about it; but it never occurred to
me to inquire.

Question. You do not know whether the statement came originally from a white or a
black man ?

A7iswcr. My informant was a wh»lte man.
Question. You do not know whether the persons who pretended to have seen it ever

did see it ; in otlier words, you do not know whether it was not the story of the " three
black crows " over again ?

Answer. My inforiuant may himself have been misinformed. Pleasant Ridge is only
about twenty miles from Entaw, the county seat of Greene Couuty ; and although I

never made any inquiry on the subject, I never iieard anything said about it in Greene
County. When my informant told me, I took it for grauted that it was true; and I

iuquircd what the men turned out for. He said he did not know ; that they appeared
to go through these evolutions just for display, and went oil". Nobody was disturbed
either before, or at the time, or after they were reported to have appeared there.

Question. You do not know whether these cavalry men were a myth or a reality ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not know. It may have beeu a mere frolic on the part oi' some
young men, to temporarily frighten the citizens.

23
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By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Wheu your informant toM you, was it your impression "that he had seen

"them or not ?

Ansicer. I think he told me that he had been told so. I think he told me that he was
told that this demonstration was made on the day before he was speaking.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. As to the conflicting reports made about the Eutaw riot, was it or was it

not the evident interest of the republican party, during the canvass, to magnify that

affair into as great an outrage as possible, by exaggerating the number of killed and
wounded, for the purpose of exciting the negroes against the whites because of that

alleged wrong ?

Answer. I do not know about that. I do not know that any misrepresentation of the

facts could liave changed the result of the election in the slightest degree, to either

party.
Question. Is it your understanding, that combinations, wherever they have existed in

your region of country, to do a particular wrong, have been begun and ended by
the perpetrators for that special case, without connection with anybody else except the

men taking part in it ?

Answer. Well, sir, all I can say about that is this : I would hear of a crime being
committed secretly. The question would be asked, " Did you hear that the Ku-Klux
did so-and-so ? " I would, reply, '• No, what is the matter ? " They then would say,

"Certain uuni did so-and-so at a certain time, and then disappeared, and there was no
telling where they came from or where they went." That is the way I got my infor-

mation. I gather from this, that the organization was for the purpose of the particu-

lar occasion, and when that was accomplished, that was the end of it until a new
occasion arose for the commission of a new offense.

Question. It is your idea that disguises were worn by these men for the purpose of

preventing detection ?

AnsH-ir. I have heard of offenses being committed in disguise, and without disguise.

Question. When a disguise was worn, it was for the purpose of preventing the detect-

ion of the perpetrators of the act ?

Answer. Of course.

Question. To give them greater security and means of escape ?

A-nsivcr. Of course.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. You said that in your opinion it would be the best policy not to prosecute

these criminals. Now, who would become more friendly to the Government by reason

of these prosecutions not being made ?

Answer. Among others, the very men proseciited. I think that generosity on the

part of the (Tovcrninent toward those who may in reality be criminals would have a
mollifying effect, not only upon the accused themselves, but upon their friends. My
idea is, that you may break a man's heart with kindness, when you cannot do it with
a sledge-hannner.

Question. Why should the Government be more generous to men committing these

crimes than to men who conuuit ordinary crimes—larceny, perjury, murder, &c. ?

Answer. Because these prosecutions lam alluding to are for political crimes, and not

strictly crimes against morality. I think there is a difference between a'morely polit-

ical crime and one which involves moral turpitude. The Government can forgive a

political crimt!, when it might not be proper to forgive a crime involving moral turpi-

tude.
Question. Do you regard these outrages upon citizens which are pointed out in this

Ku-Klux law as political crimes?
Answer. No, sir. I thought you alluded to the prosecution of these young men in

Mobile, and the other prosecutions of that kind.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Is it not regarded as a great stretch of power for the Federal Govemment
to a-ssume,jurisdiction of those cases?

Answer. That is the opinion ainoug lawyers. I do not know what the genersil opin-

ion pf the masses of the people is.

Question. Is not that one ground of irritation ?

Atiswer. That is the opinion among lawyers, but I do not know what the sentiment

of the people at large is.

By ilr. COBURN

:

QueMion. Have you not in your testimony referred to this Ku-Klux law as being pe-

culiarly odious—much more so than the law passed to enforce the fifteenth ameud-i

ment ?
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Answer. I do think I did. I stated that the prosecutions which I thought it would
be politic for the Government to drop were prosecutions under the act of 1870, not
under the last act.

Question. Do you not regard the last act as odious, and as creating dissatisfaction ?

Anstver. I have not heard that act discussed among the people further than it ha?
beeu discussed liy the newspapers. To tell you the truth, I have not read carefully the
whole of this last act. I have read enough of it, though, to come to this conclusion :

that it is impolitic, for the reason I stated awhile ago—the people regard it as an
additional evidence that the Government regards the southern people as rebels and
enemies still, and holds them responsible for the acts of a few desperate, irresponsible
men.

Question. Are not these oftenses against which this act is directed the offenses of in-

dividuals and not of the community ?

Answer. Certaiuly they are, so far as responsibility for them is concerned ; but in a
political point of view, the whole southern people are held responsible for these crimes.

Question. Do you mean to say the southern people are responsible in a ijolitical point
of view for these crimes committed in violation of the Ku-Kiux law ?

Answei-. I say that the public sentiment of the northern people, and perhaps the
sentiment of Congress, is that the southern people are responsible for these crimes,
and are concerned in them ; whereas, in i)oint of fact, the men who commit them, if

they exist at all as an organization, are a mere handful of men of probably desperate
character.

Question. If the men who commit these outrages are a mere handful of desperate
characters, why is it that a large portion of that community are opposed to their prose-
cution for these crimes, or to the punishment of these offenses ?

Answer. I do not know of any evidence that a largo portion of the southern people,
or of any community in the South, are opposed to the punishment of these men. I
state<l awhile ago that iu my part of the country, if any good citizen had the means
to bring any of those men to justice and punishment, he would do it, even although he
might feel that he was imperiling his own safety. 1 rejjeat that statement now. I be-
lieve it. You cannot bring these men to justice till you find them out ; aud the com-
munity, while going to hunt for these secret assassins, may be assassinated themselves
Avithout any hope of detecting them at last. The people argue :

" If the public offi-

cials cannot ferret out these men, with aU the appliances of the grand jury and the
courts, how is it possible for us citizens to do it ?" Aud I think the argument is very
reasonable.

By Mr. Coburx :

Question. What are your politics ?

Ansieer. In old times, before the war, I was a whig ; since the war I have taken very
little interest in politics. When I have acted politically, I have acted with what is

called the democratic party. I undertake to be a moderate man in my opinions, and a
man who has all proper respect for the opinions of my adversaries.

Washington, D. C, Jane 30, 1871.

P. T. SAYEE sworn and exaiiiiued.

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been summoned at the instance
of the gentlemen composing the minority of the committee, I will permit them to begin
his examination.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Where do you live at this time?
Answer. In Montgomery, Alabama.
Question. How long have you lived there?
Ansicer. I went to Montgomery when I was a mere infant, and I have lived there

ever since, with the exception of some intervals in the meantime. I have been living
there now since 1852.

Question. I would like to have you give a succinct statement of the condition of affairs

in your Htate, with particular reference to the execution of the laws ; stating whether
they are properly executed or not, and the condition of the State generally in regard to
its tranquillity.

Ansiver. I have been a practicing lawyer in Alabama since 1843, and have been in
regular attendance upon the courts in that State ever since that period. Within whai
time would you like my answer to your question to be confined ?

Quesiioiu We want to inquire more especially in regard to the present condition of
the State.



356 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Anfiwer. Well, sir, it is as quiet and peaceable a community as I ever knew in my life.

QitesUon. There is no difiQculty in the execution of the laws?
Anniper. Not a particle. I never heard of a case of resistance to a process of the court

iu that part of the State, not for a great many years. Occasionally, a long while ago,
there would be some drunken man who would offer some resistance, but it would
amount to nothing. I am satisfieil that since the war I have not hea^d of anything of
the sort, and there has been no indictment found for any olfense of that sort ; in fact,

it is an olfense almost unheard of iu that State.
Question. Is there any organized band of men in your State who commit crimes ?

Ansiver. Not to my knowledge, and so far as my opinion is concerned, I do not believe
there is. I have read in the newspapers of violence being occasionally done by men
who are said to be organized, and disguised, but I have never seen anything of the
sort, and I have never seen anybody who did, or if they had seen it, they did not com-
municate it to me. I am satisfied there has been no political organization of that sort,

or any organization for the purpose of affecting politics. I was a member of the last

democratic Stateconvention,atwhichthero was an attendance, I suppose, of three or four
hundred delegates from all parts of the State, and the plan of the campaign and the
prospects of the party were thoroughly discussed by the individual members of the
convention. I was also a 'member of the executive committee of the State, aud I

never heard from any member of the convention, and I never heard froju any member
of the executive committee, I have never seen any communication to the executive
committee in which it was even suggested, that the election was to be affected in any
way by violence or intimidation. On the contrary, that committee issued an address
to the people of the State telling them and beseeching them not to have any violence
of any sort, shape, or fashion, saying that that was what we supposed our enemies
wanted, aud that our object was to have peace and quiet in the election, for we were
satisfied that we could beat iu a fair vote, and did not want to have any excuse for

any trouble. I am satisfied that was the opinion and desire of the people of the State.

And, fortherniore, that comnuttee entered into an arraugemeut with the executive
committee of the republican party by which, iu counties where the democrats had a
majority of managers, a republican, or two republicans, were to be ai)pointed to be
present at the polls, and to be present when the votes were counted ; and in counties
where the republicans had a majority, the same privilege was to be given to democrats.
I think that agreement was carried out faithfully by both ])arties. I know that iu

regard to ihe city of Weturapka, which was under the control of the republicans, it

was telegraphed to Montgomery that the republican official there refused to carry out
that arrangement; and the chairman of the republican State committee telegraphed
to him that such an arrangement had been made aud he must stand up to it, and he
did so.

Question. That was in Wetumpka?
Answer. Yes, sir; about fourteen miles from Montgomery. I never heard of any

disturbance at all iu Alabama during the last election.

Queation. In your county ?

Ansiva: In my county, and I did not hear of any disturbance on the day of election

ill the State.

Question. What is the state of feeling between the whites and blacks in the State ?

^Annuel: I live in a very large negro county, one of the largest slaveholding counties

iu the State before the v/ar. I never saw the races get along more quiet ly and peact>-

ably. I myself plant in a neighborhood where there are a veiy large number of i'reed-

uaen employed, several thousand, I reckon, in a radius of a very few miles. There
never has been any sort of difficulty at all there among them ; no complaint of uou-
paynient of wages, of violence, or murder, or anything of the sort. Most of tiie negroes
who are there were raised, and a large number of them were owned, by the people who
are now employing them ; that is the condition of that whole section of country.

Question. Do you practice in any other county than the one in v/liich you live ?

Avsuer. I do not make a habit of going to other counties, but within the last year 1

have been in other counties; as a general rule, 1 confine my practice to my own city.

I have been in Bullock, Elmore, and Dallas Counties.

Question. As a general thing the laws are respected there by both races?
Avsurr. By both races. I know very few white meu in Alabama, in my section of

the country, who belong to the radical party, the republican party, except those who
"hold offices.

Question. And there are ven,- few negroes
Answer. There are very few negroes who belong to the democratic party.

Question. How does it happen that the parties divide upon that line?

Answer. My opinion about that is that it commenced with the establishment of the

Freedmen's Bureau ; I do not think there would ever have been any division of that

sort but for that.

Question. Give us. as briefly and succinctly as you can, the process and management .

of that Bureau.
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Anstcer. Well, when the agents first came there, after the occupation of the country
by General Smith's army, I think it was, they established a Freedmen's Bureau. They
uotitied everybody that they must employ their freedmen, and that all their contracts
must he submitted to the inspection of the Freedmen's Bureau ; that no man would be
allowed to employ freedmen unless theii* contracts were submitted to and approved
by that Bureau. Well, they listened to every sort of tale that any dissatisiied negro
might choose to tell; they would send out and arrest white men, bring them in
under guard, try them and put them in jail. They got hold of plantations there, what
they call refuges for freedmen. It was announced that if the freedmen got dissatisfied

they could enter there, and be fed and clothed, and taken care of. In that way a large
number of negroes Avere enticed away from plantations where they had been living,

and they flocked to these places. Hundreds of them died from neglect. The impres-
sion was produced upon the negro that the white man who had been his master was
his enemy, and that these men were his peculiar friends ; that they had nothing to
expect from and through their old masters. They then commenced the establishment
of these Loyal Leagues, into which they got almost every negro in the country. They
would send their agents all through there, from plantation to plantation, until I expect
there was hardly a negro in the whole country who did no^t belong to the League. In
that way a want of confidence was produced between the negro and the white man,
and a feeling of confidence between the negro and the agents of this Bureau. It has
been a very troublesome thing to counteract that; but it has been so far counteracted
now that the negro has confidence in the white man in everything but politics ; I do
not think he has much confidence in the white man about poli<»:c8 yet, but I think
that feeling is done away with to a great extent. They would tell all sorts of tales

before elections ; they would send regular orders to the League members on the plan-
tations to go and vote. I have been told that order extended to negroes from fifteen

year.s and upwards. Negroes themselves have told me that they voted the republican
ticket for the reason that they were informed by these men that, if they did not do it,

they would be put back into slavery, and their wives made to work on the road. It

iiad such an effect that a gentleman in Montgomery told me that some of his own
former slaves came back to him after the election and said, " Well, massa, what honse
must I go into? I understand that the democrats have succeeded, and that we are
slaves again."

Question. Give us an account of the manner in which this organization was used as
an instrument to electioneer for the republican party, and bring it into power?

Artsirer. I once saw a copy of what was said to be a constitution of the organization
of the Loyal League. There was in that an oath which they all had to take, and in
which they swore that they would vote for the nominees of the League. That has been
the chief instrument by which that vote has been controlled. The negro has got the
idea into his head that if he does not vote that way some terrible punishment will be
visited upon him.

(Juefftion. Do they assume to impose fines and other punishments uj^on the uegio
members of the League, who vote in violation of the decrees of the League ?

Answei: I cannot answer that question ; I do not think I have ever beard anything
upon that subject.

Question. From the negroes themselves ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not think I ever heard them say anything on that sul>ject.

By Mr. Beck :

Queniiou. Who were generally i5ut forward as the nominees of the party under this
organization for the most important offices; citizens of your State, or men who came
there to get those offices ; Bureau agents ?

Ansuer. In the county in which I live, the senator from that county is a man who
has lived there a great many years, a man of means and property, and a man of good
sense. One of the representatives is a man by the name of Harmount ; lie was an
agent of the Freedmen's Biu-eau ; I do not know where lie came from. He has been,

living in the county ever since, and is apparently a decent man, a well-behaved man.
Another is a man who came irom Austria, by the name of Stroback. I understood
that he was a sutler or something of that sort in the Federal Army. I further iinder-

stood that he never has been naturalized ; I do not know about the truth of that. He
was said to have been a gentleman in his own country ; I do not know about that, but
he certainly is not one in Montgomery. He is a man of a great deal of sense, and I

think a dangerous man in any community situated as ours is. The others are three
negroes; two of whom I knew very weU. One of them is named Holland Thompson

;

he is a very respectable negro.
Question. You need not go into detail in regard to each county. How was it gener-

iilly throughout the State f

Ansuer. As a general rule throughout the State, that was the class of jieople thfv
nominated; negroes and men who had no interest in the country; that is the general
statement about it
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. Mauy of whom were associated with the Bureau?
Anstoer. Yes, sir, a large number of them were creatures of that Bureau, madeliy it.

Mr. Buckley, a member of Congress here, was an agent of the Freedmeu's Bureau, and
that is the way he got his office.

Question. In reference to the constitutional convention that framed your constitu-
tion which was afterwards rejected, I would ask how that convention was composed?

Answer. Largely of people Avho never lived in the State, who had no interest in the
State. Counties were represented there by men who never were in the counties at aU,
and I do not expect they have ever been in them to this daj\

Quesiion. The constitution Avhich they formed was not acceptable to the people as aj)-

peared by their vote ?

Aiisieer. No, sir ; it was very unacceptable to them.
Question. In what respect was it unacceptable ?

Answer. In several respects; the disability part of the constitution was very objec-
tionable to them. They objected to it, also, for the reason that it created offices whicb
never had had any existence in the State before, and for which they saw no occasion or
necessity. We never had a lieutenant-governor in the State, never saw any use for

one. They also made an officer which they called, I think, the commissioner of indus-
trial resources ; that office was a luere sinecui'e. They gave him a salary of $2,500 a
year, I think, with clerk hire, and the man had nothing to do except to draw his sal-

ary. He cost the State five or six thousand dollars a year, and I do not suppose he
ever did an hour's wortli of work ; there was really nothing for him to do. Another
objection to tlie c<m.stitution was that it made the whole judiciary of the State of Ala-
bama elective, from tlw; supreme court down to a justice of the peace, the attorney-
general, and all the solicitors. It changed the character of the solicitors by making
tliem elective in each county, instead of having a solicitor in each circuit, which was
the old [ilan, and one wliicli worked very well. It abolished entirely any right to im-
prison for debt. Under the old law we had no such thing really as imprisonment for
debt ; but a man might be arrested upon a ca. sa., and upon an exhibit of property he
was discharged. But under tlu! constitution as it now stands a man may be wortli a
million of dollars, and, unless a law passed at the last session of the legi.slature could
reach him, you could not collect a dollar from him. Another objection was that the
governor was authorized to appoint notaries public; I do not recollect the number of
them, but a very large number, who had the same jurisdiction that justices of the
peace had. In our State justices of the peace have jurisdiction of all claims under
one hundred dollars ; and suits must be brought against the parties either in the jire-

cinct in which they live, or in the precinct in which the contracts were made. But
notaries public have jurisdiction all over the couuty, and they can bring a man forty
miles, away down from one corner of the county to another corner of the couuty, to
answer a little demand of 85- All these objections existc-d against the constitution.

Question. Was there anything on the subject of election laws embraced in this con-
stitution ?

Answer. No, sir; the election laws were passed by tlie legislature of 1868. Those
laws repealed the old election law, which existed anterior to that time, and, to my
mind, left it in a very singular condition. Under tin; registration law the books are
kept open all the time, and ;i man can go into the judge of probate's office at any time
and I'cgister ; and there is nobody there to challenge him and ask him whether he is a
legal or an illegal voter, or anytliing of the sort. He takes a certain oath, it is true.

That registry is ojjcu on the day of election, and it is the duty of tiie officers of elec-

tion to keep it within a certain distance of tlie i)olls, so that anybody can register who
chooses; and under the construction given to that, law, after he registers there is no
punishment for illegal voting. A man may vote forty times, and there is no law in the
State whereby he may be punished.

By Mr. Bf.ck :

• Qncstion. No power to challenge his vote ?

.'.nswcr. No, sir; it is an indictable offense to challenge a vote in the State of
Alabama.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. After the constitution was submitted to the people and rejected according
to the act of Congress, and it was afterward by a snl)sequent act of Congress put in
operation in the State, and the officers elected under it, at the time of its failure

Mr, Bkck. Defeated under it.

Mr. Bl-vlr. Defeated under it, as a matter of conrsc, because the coustitntion failed
;

aftej that, was it a sourer of annoyance and irritation to the entire people of the State
that they should have had otiicers put upon them in that way ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it has done more to produce a bad feeling than anything
^ else ttat has occurred. I do not think that all the incidents of the Avar i)iodiu.vd as
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Latl an effect upon the minds of the people as the imposition by Congress of that con-
ftitution npou the people. They regarded themselves a.s having been entrapped. They
had been told that that constitution was not to be the constitution of the State, unless
it received a majority of the registered votes of the State. The people of the State did
not like the constitution, and they adopted the best means they kuew to defeat it, and
that was by staying away from the polls.

Question. In strict accordance with the act of Congress ?

Jnsivcr. In strict accordance with the act of Congress. The people registered, and if

the constitution had not contained those features to which I have alluded, the people
would have voted.

Question. It Avas a constitution made by the agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and
other aliens to the State, and imposed upon them in violation of the will of the people
of the State '1

Answer. Yes, sir. It is true they had to live under that constitution and to endure it

;

1 >ut they have never regarded it as a constitution made by the people of the State of
Alabama.

Question. What was the class of oificers, tile character of the men, generally brought
into office by the action of Congress?
Answer. Well, sir, I reckon a more ignorant set of men, and less qualified to discharge

the duties of t"heir \arious oflices, were never put upon any people anywhere.
Question. What was the character of the legislation that followed after the accession

of those people to power ?

Ansu-er. Well, there were a great many laws passed, the object of which was to sus-

tain the party in power there, to build thcni up and to perpetuate their hold on povrer
This election law was one of them. And I recollect another law they passed, which is

in existence now, by which the judges of probate—and at the time the law was passed,

I think, evcyry one in the State was a republican—had the right to designate the pa-
pers in which legal advertisements should be made. TJiey always designated republi-
can papers ; and if there did not happen to be one in the county ju which the judge
of probate lived, he would select one three or four counties off. Before that the
law was that the parries interested in the advertisements might select the paper in
which it should be published ; the judge had nothing to do with it.

By Mr. Beck :

(luesiion. Are most of the advertisements those in which democrats alone are inter-

ested ?

Answer. I do not believe I have ever seen one in which a negro was interested at all.

Question. Thereby you helped to support their jjress i

Answer. Certainly ; the i)eople, opposed to them in politics, have supported their
press ever since they existed, -and are doing it now. If it was not for that, not one
would exist in the State.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. A number of bills were passed by the legislature in aid of railroads. Was
it the belief of the people that those bills were corruptly passed ?

Answer. Well, I do not suppose that many people entertained any doubt about the
fact that bribery was used to a. very considerable extent in getting several bills passed
through the legislature. The bill in aid of the Chattanooga Kailroad, one in aid of the
South and Xorth road, and one in aid of the Mobile and Montgomery road, I have very
little doubt but what money was paid in each ease.

Question. Have you mentioned the bill giving two millions to the Alabama and Chat-
tanooga Kailroad f

Answer. Yes. sir; my own opinion is that the other roads are just as guilty; I do
not think there is a i)article of difference between them. There was a singular thing
happened in reference to one of those railroads ; I do not recollect now which one it

was. The chairman of the committee to which the bill was referred reported one day
against its passage. In a A'ery short time the biX wa« recommitted, and the very next
nioming, v.ithout any new light having been thrown upon the subject, without any-
thing having occurred in the nieanthuc publicly to produce a change in the public
sentiment, that same chairuian of the same committee reported the bill favorably.

(Jnestiou. Did the action of Ctmgre.ss in imposing upon the Slate this constitution,
and these l>ad and incompetent otiicials, have anv effect upon the ])olitical sentimeiit
t)f the State ?

Answer. Yas, sir ; it had a very great effect upon the ])olitical sentiment of the State.
In 1865, after the war, I have always believed that if the people of the South had been
treated as they supi)08ed they would be, and as in their opinion they ought to have
been, the republican party could have controlled all of those States without any
trouble. The people there cared nothing for the democratic party ; they cared noth-
ing particularly about the re])ublican party ; they were for the party that would give
them peace and quiet; that was all they wanted. And they would have gone for
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whatever party did that. Even as late as the election of General Grant, iu 1868, thou-
sands of men refrained from voting, for the reason that they believed he would be some
oLstacle, some breakwater, between the legislation of Congress and them. He had
starte'l out with the motto, " Let us have peace ; " and they thought we would be
much more likely to have it under him than under Mr. Seymour. I know of my own
knowledge that a great many men entertained that opinion. A great many voted for
General Grant on that ground ; a great mauy abstained from voting entirely for the
reason that they did not care to make any opposition to the election of General Grant

;

and a large number of gentlemen, who acted with the republican party as late as 1868.
have since that time abandoned it, aud now act with the democratic party.

Question. By reason of these acts of Congress ?

Ansice): Yes, sir ; nothing else in the world.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Can you give us any idea about the strength of the white republican vote*
in Alabama uow ?

Answer. My own opinion is that five thousand would cover them all.

Question. Was there at any time more than that ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. I merely judge from my own county ; I know a great
many gentlemen there who used to act with the republican party, but who do not now.

By. Mr. Blair :

Question. That was particularly the case in the northern part of the State?
Answer. In the mountain regions, yes.

Question. There were a great many persons iu the mountain regions inclined to act
with the republicans, were there not ?

Ansirer. Yes, sir.

Question. In reference to the taxes and expenses of your State government, and of
your county organizations, how do they compare now with what they were previous
to the adoption of the constitution ?

Ansivcr. Before the war, my recollection is that the tax upon real estate was 25 cents
ou every hundred dollars' worth, or oue-quarter of one per cent. ; and upon personal
property, outside of slaves, it was very small. Upon slaves it was very small; they
v,-ere taxed according to their age, so uuich between ten and fifteen, so much between
fifteen and twenty, so much between twenty and thirty, and so on up to sixty ; they
were taxed up to thi^ age of sixty years. My recollectitm is that the highest' tax ou
any of them was not more than .50 cents. Since the war every species of pioperty is

taxed, hog.s. sheep, cattle, everything. I believe five hundred dollars' worth of property
isexemjit; that is all. The State tax is three-fourths of one percent. The tax in
Montgomery County, in which I live— and it is a county that ought not to have a dollar
of debt—is three-fourths of one per cent.

Question. For county purposes ?

Ansu^cr. Yes, sir. They raised iu the county, for county purposes, between $90,000
and $!loO,000 ; and for State purposes something over $100,000. Before the war I do
not suppose the expenses of Montgomery County ever exceeded $30,000 ; but now
$90,00(1 has been raised for several years. What they do with it I do not know. There
have been no ])ahlic buildings put up, no pt^blic improvements going on, except an
occasional bridge across a creek. Where it goes I do not know.

Question. Is there accountability enforced upon these persons f

Ansicer. Tliere is a law of the State requiring the judge of probate there to publish
so many times every year the receipts and expenditures of the county, aud a statement
of how tlie money has been expended. But I have never seen a single publication of
that sort.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Has any been made, so far as you are advised ?

Answa: My im))ression is that none has ever been made. I never saw anybody who
had seen one, and I have made inquiries about it, because 1 had a great curiosity to
know what they did with the money.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Something besides curiosity, had you not ?

Answer. 1 had some interest, but .still curiosity had a great deal to do with it.

Question. As to the indebtedness of the State, is it ascertainable ; does anybody know
what it is ?

Answer. No, sir ; nobody knows exactly what the State debt is. The debt existing
anterior to the war can be ascertained beyond all question, and 1 reckon is ascertained.

As to the debt that has accumulated siuce the war, 1 I'eckon it is very dillicult to find

out what it is. In the first place, we have issued a large number of notes which pass
as moucy ; I do not know how mauy of them luive beeia put out ; it is possible that in-

formation can be obtained. How many bonds have been issued I cannot tell ; how
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many will be issued nobody can tell. I once made an estiinate as to what I supposed
the liability of the State might be imder existing laws, and with the works now in

progress, and for which charters have been obtained, and upon which they can com-
mence work before the law ceases to have effect. I made an estimate that it might be
forty millions of doll.ars.

Question. Does the law require that these railroad corporations shall have a certain

amount of honafidc stock before they can avail themselves of the benefit of the law ?

Anmver. That has always been my understanding of the law. I think our whole sys-

tem of chartering corporations is exceedingly defective. It is very diiBcult to tell ex-

actly what it does mean. It was evidently the object of the law that stock should be
subscribed. But they get their charters through and subscribe the stock, and do not
pay a dollar of it in. In reference to this Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, I am in-

formed that not one dollar's worth of stock has ever been paid iuto that road.

Questhii. It was built entirely by the State subscription?
Answer. Entirely.
Question. That is, all that has been built of it ?

Answer. All that has been built. I was told the other day, by a gentleman, that
there was about a hundred miles of the road—well, you may travel over it with
a car, but it would not be called a railroad in this country.

By Mr. Beck:

Question. Has there been more stock issued to that company than the law contem-
plated or allowed ?

Answer. I have understood that several hundred thousand dollars' worth of bonds,
have been issued more than was authorized by law.

By Mr. Blair ;

Qnestion. That was done by the governor ?

Ansiver. That was done by Governor Smith.
Question. What is his occupation at present ?

AnsiDt'r. I think he has some connection with that road.
Qnestion. He is in the employment of that road ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my understanding of his business now. His private secre-

tary also is in the employment of that road.
Question. Are any other of the former officers of the State now employed by that

road ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard that the old secretary of state is also in the employment of
that road.

Question. There has been a great deal of testimony before this committee in regard
to Ku-Klux outrages that are alleged to have occurred in the State of Alabama. I

believe you have already answered the question asked you, whether you believed
there was such an organization within the State?

Answer. I do not believe there is any such thing as an organization there. Men may
occasionally get together and commit depredations, and they would be called Ku-Klux

;

bnt that is the extent of the organization, an organization in the locality, and for a
special purpose ; I am satisfied that is all there is of it.

Question. Were you at the seat of government, in Montgomery, at the time of the
contest about the office of governor, and the inauguration of Governor Lindsay?

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I was there.

Question. Was there any unusual collection of people in the town at that time—any-
thing more than usually occurs on such occasions?

Ansii-er. The legislature was in session, and I think that perhaps the grand lodge of

Masons were also there during the time of that excitement ; and I am not certain
but what there was a Methodist conference, or something of that sort, going on.

Question. It has been stated in the testimony of Mr. Parsons, Governor Parsons, of
your State, that there were large bodies of men from diflerent parts of the State col-

lected in Montgomery at the time, and that they were armed.
Answer. That is not so.

Question. That they were in attendance upon the court in which Governor Lindsay
brought an action for the executive apartments, and for the books and papers of the
executive office ; that the court before which he brought this action was crowded
with men from distant parts of the State, who were variously armed.

Answer. I was in the court-house dui'iug that trial, and did not see a single, solitary

weapon there. There was a very good crowd in the court-house ; it was a matter in

which everybody felt a great deal of interest. The bar was very well filled with
lawyers, and the outside of the bar was very well tilled by citizens of Montgomery,
and by strangers also it might have been. But there was not a very large crowd
there; there was no difficulty in getting iuto the court-house, or out of it. There wits

no disturbance of any sort, shai^e, 04- fashion. And I never saw a weapon during that
whole excitement
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Question. Who was the judge who presided in the court'
Answer. James Q. Smith.
Question. What Avas his politics ?

Answer. He belouged to the republicau party, and obtained his office under the elec-

tion lield upon the coustitution.

Question. Do yon know that, any intimidation was used by the negroes of these
Leagues upon the other negroes to prevent them from voting the democratic ticket ?

Answei: Negroes have told me that they were afraid to let it be known that they
voted the democratic ticket. One negro I recollect in particular, he is a very sensible

man, told me that he was a negro and had to associate with the negroes ; but that the
white people had always been his friends and were now his friends ; that they had
given him employment, and" he was disposed to support them, for he thought they
could make laws which would suit him and them better than those who were strangers

;

that, so far as he was concerned, he wanted to vote the democratic ticket, but he had
to conceal his political views, and if he so voted he had to keep his vote a secret, in

order to avoid social ostracLsm ; that he Avas a negro and had to associate with negroes,

and that he did not want to lose that association. I have heard of negroes being
whipped for voting the democratic ticket.

Question. Did you ever hear of any one being arrested for doing that ?

Ansion: I do not recollect of hearing ofany one being arrested for it. But I recollect

distinctly of hearing of a negro being whipped at the last election.

Question. In your county and State elections was there any systematic plan adopted
by the Leaj^ues to comiiel the negroes to vote the republican ticket ?

A7isu-er. I stated to you a little while ago that I heard orders were sent out and
arguments were used to induce negroes to vote.

Question. Was any plan adopted to ascertain the fact of how they did vote ?

Answer. My ofiice is not very far from the court-house; and standing in my office

door, I can see everything that -goes on there. On the pavement leading to the court-

house, and within liity oteps of the gate through which they go to vote, I myself saw
a negro sto)> every negro who came along on the pavement, and take his ticket from
his hand. Sometimes he would give it back, and sometimes he would tear it up and
liand him another ticket. I recollect distinctly that General Clanton and myself looked
at it together. He went over and asked the negro what he was doing, and I think
told him that he would not submit to that ; ihat he must go away ; that if the negroes
wanted to vote the democratic ticket they should do it. The uegi'o left that place, and
I do not know where he went to from there. -I recollect that circumstance distinctly.

Question. Was there much illegal voting in Montgomery County at the last election ?

Answer. That is a mere matter of opinion. I saw a great many negroes vote who
it strnck me were not competent voters, who were too young. And I understand that

a great many negroes from Lowndes County came up there and voted. It is some-
thing we cannot prevent as long as the election law remains as it is. The right to

challenge 1 do not think would meet the difficulty. The only way to meet the difficulty

Is to require registered voters to vote in the precinct in which they live.

Question. Are they ])rivileged now to vote anywhere?
Answer. To vote anywhere they please in the county ; and the officers never consult

the register to ascertain whether the man Avho offers to vote has been registered or not.

He goes up and offers his vote and they take it. The number of voters in Montgomery
County is very large, 1 think, in proportion to the population.

Question. I^arger than it should be ?

Answer. Larger than it ought to be, I think.

Question. If there Avas any fraud committed in that election, it was more likely to

have been committed upon the republicau side, as they had the control of the election

officer*, did they not ?

Answer. \\\\\, if they allowed it to be committed against them, they are not as smart
as I took them to be.

Question. Did thev not have the appointment of nearly all the election officers in the

State !

Answer. Yes, sir, I think they did.

Question. And the designation of all the idacesof election?

An-nwer. Those i)lace8 are designated by a commissioners' court. They have a court

there called tiie commissioners' court, and the precincts are designated by them, and
are very rarely change<l. In the county of Montgomery, at the last election, in one
place they held the election about thi'ee miles from the precinct.

Question. Held the election there if

Ansner. Yes, sir, about three miles from the precinct, in which there wcn< about four

hundred majority for the republican candidate, and that return was counted.
Queation. That was at the last election f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And the vote was counted?
Answer. Yes, sir. I think, though, it was the result of the ignorance of the managers



ALABAMA. 263

nf iho Plpption ill holcliiig it there : I do not thiuktbey intended any wrong by it
;

but

It cerl-ifi!lfwas heldt£ miles from the place designated for that precinct, though a

'''tSi::r^^y^S:^£n that the republicans ever had a majority in the State of

"^jSS No, sir ; I never had the idea that they had a majority there.

n)if<>non Of the white as well as of the black vote? v„j +a„

J»Sm Yes,sir; I have no donbt but what the democratic party always had ten

thousand maiority in Alaliama, and have it to-day. • „

cSo« And that majority is particularly large in the northern part of the State?

4 s rr Yes sir in the city of Mobile the democrats have a considerable majority
;

in BX'ComiS'^tnd in the southern tier of counties, Dale, Coffee, Covmgton, Wash-

ington, and Henry, the democrats have a majority.

Bv Mr. Beck : . .

Ouestiort It has been testified to by several gentlemen here, and I want your opinion

on thai snbTect that a republican c'annot safely express his political opinions m the

S?ate of Ahibama. What is your information and knowledge upon that subject ?

2«s?er Wei sir, I have heard them express them very often, within less than a

huidred yards of where I used to live. I used to hear them very Ireqiiently making

sneeches ^^^^^ht and day, attending their meetings, and carrying them on precisely as

?h5 would here! I haVe never se'en them interrupted in the slightest degree, and they

never have been interrupted there. , c+o+o t^f

fheslion Is it vour opinion that any man can make a public canvass in the State ot

Alabama ihere and speak therefor the republican or democratic side, without any

'"Sr'Thave no doubt but what he can make speeches from Tennessee to the Gulf

of Mexico, and never be interfered with at all, any more tuan they used to mteriero

with them in the contests in former times between whi-s and
||f

"^o^t^-^^^^,

Qvcsi:m>. And they do speak freely, and have spoken hc^lj, m all the cam asses.

il'^ZJm Thev, from the general tone of their speeches, seem to indicate that they

nro fviid to ffive anv offense by expressing their political sentiments S

j;;« m No^ sii not in the slightest degree. Some of them have made as inflamma-

torv sne^ches -^nl have hea?d; I never have heard one of theni speak except at a

distance I neve/ went to one of their meetings; - I have heard of them making

Imirveiv iiXminatoiy speeches, -and I have never heard of one being mterrapted

Oucstion it IS been stated here that in the elections of Alabama the democrats

use^ra^reatdealof intimidation against the colored people, particularly in reterence

to their votes. What is vour information on that subject .'

St, I am satisfied' the statement is incorrect. The white people south have

donever; littl^ as yet toward trving to influence the colored vote; they did not think

thctim^had come for it. They have been allowed to go and vote just precisely as

^''fU^S^The senate of your legislature, I believe, was put in at the time the consti-

tution was forced upon you by Congress, and still holds over i

Jnsiver. Yes, sir ; and I think contrary to the constitution of the btate.

CJue^lion. Is it a republican senate?

A)mver. All but one; there is one democrat in it.

(hi,f<iion. You liave spoken about the negroes not bemg safe if they \ oted the demo-

cra- ticket What have you heard upon'the subject of promises being made to them

eitlM' through the leagues or the agents of the bureau, or men professing to act by

authoriS, to the effect" that land oi^ other property would be given to .negroes who

would stand bv and vote for them and the republican party? .
. ,^ ^ . _^,

, V(- The e used to be talk two or three years ago about giving them forty acres

of land and a nude; but I believe they have quit that. The negi'oes have given up

the idea now of getting the forty acres of land and the mule.

Question. Was it, according to your information, freely promised i

Ansircr. Yes, sir ; no doubt about that.

OwfstfOH. Thev made the negroes believe it? „„,i +^i,i

1»S'«. Yes, sir; and negroes who used to belong to me have come to me and to d

n.e about it, and wanted to know how they could get it; said that they ^ad been told

all the time that thev were to have it, and they wanted to know l^ow they could get t

quiJim^t was not regarded in your State as a myth, as a democratic falsehood, but

it was regarded as a lu-oinise actually made ?

Answer. So the negroes say.

Qimtioti. And it was generally believed by the people !

Answer. Yes, sir.

Bv the Chaiumax, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. You say that your people wefe very much dissatisfied with the various

provisions of your constitution ?
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Juswer. Yes, sir.

Question. And were very much dissatisfied with the manner in which it was imposed
upon the State by Congress ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir,

Question. Have your people ever undertaken to resist its enforcement in any way, by
any force or violence ?

Ansuier. Not at all.

Question. They have always quietly and properly submitted to it as a constitution ?

Aiviwcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Awaiting your time to alter it in the proper constitutional way ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have the provisions of that constitution, or the manner in which it was
forced upon the people of the State of Alabama, ever been made a pretext for any
violence or unlawful act, by anybody, to your knowledge ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. You have spoken of various improper acts of the legislature that was first

assembled under your constitution. Have your people ever undertaken to resist the

enforcement of those laws by any violence ?

Answer. No, sir. »

QueMion. Has the impropriety of those laws ever been made a pretext for any acts

of violence whatever by anybody?
Answer. Not that I have ever heard of.

Question. You have spoken about the unsuitableness of various persons appointed to

office under that constitution. Have you ever undertaken to resist by force in any
way those officials ?

Answei: I do nf>t know that I have ever heard of but one officerwho had any difficulty

I do not know whether that grew out of any political matter.

Question. You do not understand that, if there have been any acts of violence, they

are to be attributed to any of these causes '/

Anstrer. No, sir ; I do not think they are, because I think the people of the State of

Alabama were determined to obey any l.iw or constitution that was upon them.
Question. You have spoken about some railroad legislation that you think was im-

proi)erly and corrujitly procured from the le<jiislature. In the fii'st place, let me ask

yon if those acts of the legislature were in any sense made a political question in the

legislature ; was there a political division upon that subject ?

Answer. Tliore was very little opportunity to have any political division on that.

Question. It was a largely republican legislature?

Atiswcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Did not the d(>mocrat3 wlio were in the legishiture, what few of them there

were, vote for those acts ?

Answer. I am not able to speak ui)on that subject.

QueJilion. Have you ever examined in order to find out ?

Answer. I have not examine«l.

Question. Do you understand that those railroad acts were passed

Ansioer. My impression is that the democratic senator voted for them.
Question. Did you understand that they were in any sense opposed as political

measures, or that there wa.s any political division upon them?
Answer. No, sir; I have not heard that there was.
Question. Do you understand that that railroad legislation has ever been made the

pretext for any unlawful acts by anybody ?

Answer. No, sh'.

Question. Then all tliese things about which you have beeu examined have not

furnished any foundation for any violations of law upon the part of anybody, so far as

you know ?

A nsirei: Not that I have ever heard of.

Question. You do not believe that they have ?

Answer. No, sir; I do not.

Question. This examination so far has been quite aside from the duty that w;ia

imposed upon this ooinmittee. We are required to ascertain, as well as we can, what
is the present condition of your State; whether the laws are enforced, and whether, if

crime is committed, it is properly punished ; also what is the condition of the com-
munity there as to its peace and order. Have you heard of any acts of violence having
been committed within your State during the last vear or two—any persons having been
killed?

Ansieer. I have heard of persons being killed.

Quexfion. Have yon heard of ])ersons being killed by bands of disguised men ?

Answer. Only wliat I have seen in the newspapers.
Quefdon. Have you had siuh information upon that subject as to satisfy you that

such has been the case ?

Answer. I saw an account of a man being killed in Greene County, I think it was;
the solicitor up there.
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Question. Mr. Boyd?
Aii-fiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you understand that he was killed by a party of disguised meu ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that was the newspaper account of it.

Question. Well, you supposed that to be true ?

Answer. I supposed it was.

, Qtu'stion. Is that the only instance of the kind you have heard of in thg State ?

Ansicer. I caunot call to mind any other now; I do not recollect any other.

Question. Is it not your opinion that there have been more persons killed in the same
way by bands of disguised men ?

Answer. I thinlc I heard that some persons were killed up in the neighborhood of
Paytona; but I do not recollect whether it was by persons in disguise or not.

Question. Has it not been a matter of public notoriety in your State for the last year
or two, that in all parts of the Stale, at various times, bands of disguised men have
been ridiug abroad at night ; has there been any such thing as that?

Answer. I do not think I have heard of it in all parts of the State. I have seen in

the newspapers that in certain portions of North Alabama things of that sort have
occurred.

Question. Have yon not heard of these bands appejiring in a great many of your
counties ?

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of their appearing in many parts of the State.
Question. Can you tell now the number of counties where you have heard of such

occurrences ?

Aiistver. I heard of this instance in Greene County, and I heard of that case over in
the neighborhood of Paytona, I think it was ; Avhether they were disguised or not I do
not recollect.

Question. Do you mean to say it has not been well understeod through the public
press, and in every way that would give the public general information, that bands of
disgiiised men have appeared in various sections of your State, and in a great many
l)laces I

Ansiver. I have an indistinct recollection that I have seen in newspapers that men of
this sort have appeared in certain places in North Alabama ; but I do not think I have
ever heard of any in what we call South Alabama ; if I have, I do not recollect it.

Question. Has there been any talk about such an institution as the Ku-Klux?
Answer. There has been talk about the institution of Ku-Klux for the last two or

three years ; but there has been so much talk about them, and nobody could ever fix

them or spot them, that it got to make the same impression upon my mind that the
old cry of wolf did in the fable.

Question. So much was said you did not believe any of it?

ATiswer. Yes, sir ; there was no result.

Question. You heard of persons being killed ?

Answer. I heard of Boyd, and of the case over there in Paytona ; those were all the
cases.

Question. Have you heard of men being taken out of their houses by these bands of
disguised men and whipped ?

Answew I have heard of men being whipjied occasionally.
Question. Have you not heard of their being whipped by disguised men?
Answer. I do not know that I have.
Question. Y'ou never heard of it?

Answer. I have heard of men being whipped, but I do not recollect whether it was
by disguised men.

Question. Do yon mean to say that you have not heard of men, and of a great many
men, especially colored men, being taken out and whipped by disguised men. Has not
that been current in the newspapers?
Answer. There may have been an occasional report of that sort, but I do not think

they have been very numerous.
Question. Well, do you believe, from all you have read aAd heard about it, that there

have been, in parts of your State, bands of men who went about at night in disguise?
Answer. I believe this—that men have joined themselves together for the purpose of

doing some special piece of violence in some pai-ticular parts of the State; I have no
doubt but what that thing has occurred.

Question. Do you not think there have been a great many instances of that sort?
Answer. Well, sir, I cannot say about that.

• Question. I am not asking about a general concerted action throughout the State.
Answer. I have heard of things of that sort in various parts of the State ; more par-

ticularly in North Alabama than anywhere else.

Question. Is that rather a modern thing in your State, or have you always had such
things ?

Answer. No, sir; I do not think that in old times, when negroes were sometimes
shipped by people who were not authorized to whip them
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Question. Did you ever liear of its being done by men in such large numbers, and in

disguise ?

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of anything of that sort being done by men in dis-

guise before the war.
Question. How do you account for its appearance and its connection within the last

two or three years ?

Answer. I ^.ccount for it in this way: bad men got into particular localities, and tl^

law was not adequate to get rid of them, and men chose to take the laws into their

own hands.
Question. What class of persons have been the objects of violence by these bands, either

killings or whippings; what classes of men have those acts been committed upon ?

Ansxcer. I have heard of some negioes being whipped ; I think I have heard of some
white men, though I do not have any distinct recollection of them.

Question. Have those acts generally been confined to men of one particular party,

whether white or colored?
Answer. My recollection is that the newspapers generally say that they are republicans.

Questi&n. So far as you have heard about these acts, do they not seem to be devoted

entirely to members of the republican party ?

Answer. I think I have heard of some democrats being treated in the same way.
Question. Who?
Answer. I do not recollect any of their names.
Question. Do you feel pretty confident of that ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I feel pretty confident that some democrats have been treated in

the same way.
Question. Give us an instance of that sort.

Anstver. I cannot give you an instance, for it is an indistinct recollection.

Question. Are you pretty confident in that belief?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am pretty confident in the belief that I have heard of things of

that sort ; and I am pretty confident in the belief that I have heard of negroes being

taken out and whipped by negroes.

Qu<;stion. We would be gla<i to have you state some instances where a democrat has

been served in that way.
Aimver. If I could recollect it, I would tell it with a great deal of pleasure.

Question. I Lave no doubt of that.

Anstver. But I do not recollect the name of any of them.
Question. You do not think that has been as common as the other?

Answer. No, sir; I hardly think it has.

Question. Yon know nothing about the existence of any such organization?

Answer. Not a thing; no more than you do.

Question. Do you V)elong to any political organization yourself, other than being a

member of tlic dt^niocratic party ? I suppose you do belong to the democratic party?

Anstver. I am a democrat.
Question. Do you belong to any inside a.ssociation of the democratic party?
Answer. No, sir; not of any sort, shape, or fashion. I never belonged to any secret

society in niv life, except a college society at Priucetou.

Question. Do you know of any such society?

Ansuvr. No, sir. I mean by that that I do not belong to any club that is not as pub-

lic as the party itself

Question. Do you belong to any club or society?

Answer. No society ; but at every election wo met together as a party to organize.

Question. As a caucus, &c.?
An,swer. Yes, sir ; everything is public.

Questioik. And you do not belong to any society having a constitution and officers, or

anything of that sort?

Answer. .Just the sort of societies to which I referred just now. For instance, there

are ditt'erent waids in the city, and there will be a ward club, and there may be a

president and secretary of tlie club ; but they are clubs simply for the purpose of pro-

viding for political meetings.

Question. Is there such a thing as membership to it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is there any constitution about it ?

Answer. No constitution.

Question. Is there some way of distinguishing membership?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. You do not have such a thing a.s membership ?

Answer. No, sir; nothing at all of that sort.

Question. Menily ward meetings

?

Answer. That is all ; nothing else.

Question. Or a democratic caucus ?

Anstve): Yes, sir ; that is all.
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Questioyi. Well, avc have as bad as that iu my town. Have you ever heard of any-
body being arrested, prosecuted, and punished for any of these marauding offenses ?

Answer. I have heard of several men being brought down to Montgomery, and being
tried before the United States commissioner there for alleged offenses of that sort.

Question. Where from ?

Answer. My recollection is that, perhaps, some came fi'om Coosa County, or Elmoro
County—I do not recollect which.

Quesiian. How many cases of that sort do you know of in the United States court,
do you think ?

Answer. I think I heard there was one indictment in the United States court of that
sort against a party, found at the last term of the court.

Question. Do you know where the offense was committed ?

Answer. Either in Elmore or Coosa County, or, perhaps, Tallapoosa—I do not recol-
lect which county—but oue of those three counties.

Question. Can you give us any idea of the number of cases you have known of arrests,
where there have been hearings before the United States commissioner, of such offenses?

Answer. I have heard of two or three cases brought before the United States commis-
sioner jLluring the last two or three months, and I have understood also that they were
all discharged.

Question. Have you known of any conviction of anybody for this class of offenses.

Answer. No, sir; there never has been in my county?
Question. How do you account for the fact that all, or at least a very large proportion

of this kind of offenses, have been against members of the republican party ?

Answer. I suj)poae they made themselves very obnoxious as individuals by some acts.

Question. You think it is because they had bad people in that party ?

Answer. Well. I do not know ; those men happened to be bad, or they might not have
been bad, I cannot tell anything about that; I suppose the peoiile who committed the
violence upon them supposed them to be so.

Qitesiiofi. That is, they are bad people cleaning out bad people?
Anstver. Yes ; I think it very likely it was mixed up a great deal in that way.
Question. You do not suppose that the people who band together to do these things

are of the first order of yoiu: population ?

Answer. I do not think that is at all the best evidence of their being so.

Question. So far as you know, according to your judgment and belief, are they repub-
licans ?

Answer. The people who commit this violence ?

Question. Yes, the people who band themselves together in this way ?

Answer. I have heai'd of one or two instances where they were.
Question. Is it so generally ?

Answer. No ; I do not think they are generally republicans, nor do I know that they
are democrats.

Question. According to your idea, they devote themselves to the evil men in the repub-
lican party ?

Answer. To the men they suppose to be evil men.
Qtiesfion. A word or two now about your election laws. Your law requires that every

man shall be registered iu order to be entitled to vote?
Anstuer. Yes, sir.

Question. Does every man, when he registers, have to take an oath, in which he
swears to his legal qualifications as a voter ?

An.s^cer. Yes, sir : I think that .is the law.
Question. He has to swear to certain facts in reference to his age, residence, &c.,

which, if trae, make him a legal voter ?

Answer. Yes, sir. *

Question. Is he liable under your law to be punished for perjury if he swears falsely
iu taking that oath?

Ans^ctr. Yes, sir; I presume he is.

Question. Is it the same punishment that is prescribed for perjury in other cases?
Answer. The punishment is fixed by law ; I do not recollect what it is, but I think it

is made a felony.

Question. You do not make any complaint but what the punishment provided by the
law is adequate ?

Answer. I do not know anything about that.
Question. If a man registers illegally—takes a false oath in doing so—he is liable to

indictment for perjury?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You say there is nothing in the law to prevent a man from voting forty
times ?

Answer. I do not think there is. There was a law in the code to punish illegal voting,
but that was repealed by the general election law of 1868; that law repealed all elec-

tion laws in existence prior to that time.
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Question. Did that law repeal your penal code ?

Ajiswer. My recollection is, that the punishment for illegal voting was in the code
untler the head of general election laws.

Queaiion. Have you examined that ; are you sure about that ?

Ansivcr. I think I did look at it once ; I have not done so very recently, but that is my
recollection of it.

Question. Do you mean to say that there is now no law in your State that will pun-
ish a man for voting twice at the same election ?

Answer. That is the conclusion to which the bar have come upon that subject. The
lawyers at Selma examined that matter ; I think we had a list of the names of tifty or

sixty illegal voters that were taken down there with the object of having them indictetl.

Question. If you ever get that case in court, I think you will find your la^^yers very
much mistaken.

Aiiswer. ilay be so ; but that is their opinion now.
Question. You say that a mail is liable to be indicted for challenging any man who

offers to vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it your judgment as a lawyer, that if a man should challenge another
who really was not entitled to vote, if that other man had, by taking a false oath, pro-
cured himself to be registered, do you believe that when he offered to vote, if a man
should object to his voting, should challenge his vote, that man who thus challenges
would be liable to punishment ?

Ansicei: Well, sir, as that law stands upon the statute-book, I should dislike very
much to risk it ; it is a very singular law.

Question. Do you believe that if a man who is entitled to vote, a legal voter, ^prop-

erly registered, and one who has voted once at an election, should offer to vote again
at the same election, and a man should object to his voting because he had already
voted once, do you believe that man would be liable to indictment for challenging
him ?

Answer. I should object very much to risking it myself.

Question. I ask your opinion as a lawyer, if that is the law in Alabama.
Answer. My opinion upon it is that the construction of the law is exceedingly doubt-

ful. The best opinion to which I can come upon reading that law is that he Avould

be liable to indictment.
Question. For objecting to a man's voting the second time at the same election ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think the object of the law was to prevent any challenging at

all, and that has been the way in which it has been oljserved in the State of Alabama.

By Jlr. BLAin

:

Question. And it was intended to facilitate fraud ?

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol.\nd:)

Question. The whole thing has arisen out of the miscon.structiou of your law. Here
arc your acts of 18G8 ; will you now turn to that portion of the act which you say
re]>ealed your old (slection law?

Answer. StH-tion '.U of the act of 1868 provides:
" That there shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter

held in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any election in this State
shall bo allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any j)erson ; and
any person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays
any person offering to vote, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall

be tiucd live hundred dfilLus, and on failure to pay the .same shall be imprisoned in

the count j; jail for ,six months."
Question. Do you not think it would be necessary, in onler to make a valid indictment

under that statute, to allege that the person who was challenged was a (jualilied voter?
Aiiswer. It says :

'• There shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any
election hereafter held in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any
election in this State shall be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection

by anj' person." According to my construction of this law, it prohibits any challenge
at elections at all, that is, of any man who offers to vote, for it provides, "Any person
who questions, chaUl:ng<'s, or objects, oi* who unlawfully hinders or delays any person
offering to vote, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor." In that part of the section it is

not coutiued to registered electors, or anything of the sort, but to "any person."
Question. Do you not believe that in order to make a good indictment under that

statute it would be nece,*iary to allege that the person challenged was a person quali-

fied by law to be an elector ?

Answer. No, sir; I am not prepared to say that that is my construction of the law.
I should be very much afraid to risk it with our courts.

Question. 1 am going upon the theory that you have courts that will administer the
law as it is, and give correct and reasonable expositions of your statutes.
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Answet: It is possible tbat if the law could be admiuistered in its real spirit your

construction of it might possibly be correct. But that is not the construction which

has been placed upon it in the State, and I do not believe that is the construction

which would be placed upon it in the courts.

Questio7i. And the opinion of the profession in your State is that that act has repealed

all the penal i>rovisions in your code in regard to double voting, illegal voting, at your

Ansicer. Yesj sir ; I think you will find the section to which you refer in the general

election law of the State, and not in the penal code. You will find no prohibition in

the penal code, properly speaking, of illegal voting. That offense is under the election

law of the State, and we understand that whole article to be repealed by the law of

Question. There is a section repealing the provisions of the election laws, but I think

it is very clear that it repeals only the provisions about carrying on elections, not the

penal part.

Answer. We understand it to repeal all previous laws.

By Mr. Blaiii :

Question. Have there been any prosecutions for fraudulent voting or for challenging

Amiver.'l am not certain ; I have the impression in my mind, but I do not know that

it is sufficiently an impression to be of any weight, that there was an indictment in

Selma for illegal voting, and that the party was acquitted upon that statute. It is

possible it might have been that they merely intended to do it, and upon an examina-

tion of the law they found it would be useless to attempt it. I am not prepared to

say which of those things are true. But I know that in Selma a considerable number

of names were taken down with that object; Judge Bird, formerly upon the supreme

bench of the State, told me of it, and said that he, with many others in Selma, had

examined the law, and had come to the conclusion that an indictment would not lie
;

and a number of lawyers in Montgomery had examined it also, and that is the conclu-

sion to which they came.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. The house of your legislature is democratic?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qucstimi. Has that legislature held a session 1?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.
. -,,.,»

Question. Have they undertaken to remedy the difiiculty m your election law ?

Answer. I do not know whether any bill was introduced or not. I know that there

was a discussion as to whether it would be of any use to occupy the time of the legis-

lature by presenting a bill of this sort, and they came to the conclusion that it would

be useless, for the senate was largely republican and would not repeal the law.

Question. Would it not have been a pretty good piece of political strategy for any

man to introduce such a bill f

Answer. It might have been, but they did not do it.

(.'i,'f6'.'io«. Because the senate would not pass it ? -,,•,,
Anxim: The house itself did not pass any bill. I do not think they introduced a bdl

at all ; they thought they had better wait until they could get a democratic senate,

and then they could alter the law.

Question. If the law is as loose as you think it is, the other side could have the same

advantage under it, if they were wicked enough to take if?

Ansiver. They possibly might do it, if they had possession of the election precincts

Question. How does that make any difference ? If every man, by your law, is entitled

to vote as many times as he pleases, and nobody can object to it, how docs that make

auv difference?

Answer. Illegal voting is chiefly confined to negroes. I do not know ot any white

people who attempted to vote illegally in Alabama.
Question. Do you know any negro who attempted to vote more than once at an

election'?
. , -, r..,

Anstver. 1 cannot say that I know them, but I have heard of them.

Question. If the law is so loose as to allow a colored man to vote twice at the same

election, without any punishment, it woidd equally allow a white man to vote tv/ice

if he made the same attempt ?

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Is there not a special punishment, beyond the usual punishment for perjury,

provided for the case of a man who registers illegally ?

Answer. I really do not recollect what the punishment fixed by the statute is
; I

think, though, the punishment is fixed by the statute.

Question. Is it not a penitentiai»y offense '?

24



370 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Aiisiver. Yes, sir; perjury is usually a penitentiary offense; it is made a felony, and
all felonies are punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary, or, if a murder, by
hanging.

Question. Can a man be an elector in Alabama until he registers?
Ansiver. Not legally.

Qmstion. The electors, then, are the registered voters?
Answer. Yes, sir

;
properly speaking they are all registered.

Question. Your law says, "There shall be no challenging of electors?"
Answe)-. It says that in one part.
Question. I will come to the other part presently. It is the " challenging of electors"

which is made indictable by that law ?

Answe): Yes, sir, one part says so.

Question. Would it be unlawful to challenge a man who is not an elector ?

Answei: I thiukjit would, upon my constructiou of that statute.
Question. What is that second part you spoke of that made it indictable to challenge

a man who is not an elector ; what is the wording of it ?

Answer. It is as follows : "And any person who questions, challenges, or objects, or
who unlawfully hinders or delays." The first part is, "And any person who questions,
challenges, or objects ***** any person offering to vote shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor." It is true it also says, "Who unlawfully hinders or delays any person offer-
ing to vote," but the word " unlawfully" applies only to " hinders or delays," and does
not apply to the other portion of the sentence. An indictment might be framed on each
clause of that section, according to my idea: one would be for challenging or object-
ing, and the other would be for unlawfully hindering or delaying.

Question. You do not think the connection between -that and the "electors," and
"registered voter," in the i»art of the sentence immediately preceding, would have any-
thing to do with the construction of the statute ?

Ansiver. No, sir, I do not think it would.
Question. Is it not the rule in construing criminal statutes, first to construe them

strictly, and secondly in favor of the defendant ?

Ansive): Yes, sir.

Question. And you do not think the first part of that second clause would relate back
to the jircceding part of the section ?

Answe): No, sir. I think they arc distinct and different offenses in the section, and
the language of the section applies to them in their different i^arts ; I do not think the
word " unlawfully " applies at all to " any i^erson."

Question. W there is any doubt in the wording of a ci'iminal statute as to what it

means, do not your courts say that they are obliged to construe that doubt for the
benefit of the defendant ?

Answer. If there is any real doubt, of course they would always construe the law in
favor of life and liberty ; there is no doubt about that ; that is the first rule of law.

Que-Htion. Is there not a real doubt about your construction of this statute?
Answer. That would depend entirely upon how it struck different minds ; what might

be a doubt in my mind might not be a doubt in the mind of somebody else. In defend-
ing a party, I might come to tlie conclusion that there was a very great doubt, and
might argue it before the judge in that way ; whereas the judge, not being interested
in the matter, might take a very different view of it.

Question. Are you not satisfied that the law was not intended to be so applied ?

Answer. I am inclined to think it was intended to be exactly as it reads.
Question. You have some doubt about it yourself?
Ansiver. I have not very much doubt about it.

Question. Do you believe that any sensible lawyer would doubt as to the correctness
of the construction which you place upon that statute?
Answer. I have seen a great many who did not have any doubt about it, and who

came to precisely that conclusion, and some very good lawyers, too.

By Mr. Beck :

Questio)). The practical effect is that men dare not challenge any one offering to vote
in Alabama ?

A)hncer. There is no doubt about that in the world ; that is the practical effect of it.

By the Ch-virman, (Mr. Pol.\nd :)

Question. I suppo'ae republicans would be equally afraid to challenge democrats ?

Ansivet: Yes, sir.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. But up to this time the majority of those who control the elections have
been republicans ? ''

Answer. Yes, sir.
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By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Qiiestion. What would that have to do with it ?

Answer. No man can object to a voter, but the judges themselves may refuse to allow
him to vote, if he has voted in three or four precincts before.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Is not the challenge of a judge of election as criminal as the challenge of
anybody else ? Can you account for this fact, that your people are so much afraid of this
law, which creates merely a misdemeanor, and thej' violate a much more important law
against going in disguise ; is there not a very stringent law against persons going about
in disguise ?

Ansiver. Very stringent, indeed.
Question. Can you account for the fact that they are so much more afraid of a misde-

meanor in the one case than they are of the penalty in the other ? »

Ansiver. I cannot tell ; they may trust to their disguises to prevem; their being found
out; I most assuredly would not take the risk in any case.

Question. You do not pretend to say that the people of Alabama are much more law-
abiding than the people in other parts of the country ?

Answer. I suppose they are about the same as in other parts of the United States. I

do not think much more difference would be found if the statistics could be got at.

By Mr. Cobuen :

Question. Speaking of the beginning of distrust between the two races in Alabama,
you say it commenced after the organization of the Freedmen's Bureau there, did you
not?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were the negroes and whites in perfect accord and harmony before the or
ganization of the Freedmen's Bureau ?

Answer. I think they were ; I never heard of any trouble between them.
Question, pid they agree politically before that ?

Ansiver. I do not speak politically at all.

Question. Well, I want to know about that.
Ansiver. I do not think the negroes had any politics until the Freedmen's Bureau was

established there.

Question. Do you think the negroes would have acted with the democratic party, if

the Freedmen's Bureau had not been established there ?

Answer. I think they would have acted with whatever party the whites acted v»'ith

;

my own idea is that as many of the whites in 186.5 would have acted with the republi-

can partjf as with the democratic party.
Question. Do you mean to say that the establishment of the Freedmen's Bureau made

white people turn democrats ?

Answer. It had a tendency to drive them off from the republican party, and for the
reason that the Freedmen's Bureau was supposed to be one of the means of that i)arty

for the jiurjiose of creating distrust between the negroes and the white i^eople.

Question. Do you believe that ?

Answer. I do.

Question. Do you believe the majority of the white people in Alabama after the war
intended to act with the republican party ?

Ansiver, I believe they would have acted with whichever party would have given
them the most peace and quiet.

Question. Do you suj^pose they believed the republican party, that had been fighting

them during the war, would do that ?

Answer. That they would have ascertained by experience.
Question. You spoke about the constitution of the Loyal League ; when did you see

that?
Answer. I think I saw it during the last canvass.
Question. Did you have it in your possession?
Ansiver. I read it.

Question. How long did you have it in your possession ?

Ansiccr. Just long enough to read it ?

Question. How long was that ?

Answer. A short time.
Question. Was it a day, or a half a day, or an hour, or half an hour *

Answer. Not over an hour.
Question. Where was it ?

Answer. In my office.

Question. In Montgomery ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You spoke of the oath and certain terrible punishments that were stated in

it, if a member voted against the republican party ; did I understand you to say that ?

Ansicer. I do not think I said anything about terrible punishments.
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Question. "What was it you said ?

Answet: I think I said they were required by that oath to vote for the candidates
nominated by the league ; and that I had heard that it was told to these negroes if

they did not do that, something terrible would happen to them. I did not say that
anything of that sort was in the book I read.

Question. In relation to your laws in connection with the collection of debts, you said

that if a man was worth a million of dollars you could not collect a dollar from him.
Is it possible that your laws are so arranged that you cannot collect debts in Alabama
from men who have plenty of property ?

Answer. I did not say that in reference to men who had plenty of property.

Question. You said a man might be worth a million of dollars, and you could not
collect a dollar from him.

Ansiver. I said that if he had it in money in his pocket, unless the law i)assed at the
last session of the legislature remedied that evil, there was no law by which you could
get it out of his pocket.

Question. You did not apply it to any other case ?

Answer. No, sir ; if there is any visible projierty that the sheriff or the officers of the
law can get at, you can collect your money. I know a case precisely in point, where
there is a judgment against a man for fifteen or sixteen thousand dollars ; he disposed
of all his visible property for the purpose of avoiding the payment of that debt. I

presume the man is worth to-day one hundred thousand dollars.

Question. Is not that the case in many States ?

Answer: In most of tlie States, and it was so in our State, if an affidavit of the
proper kind was issued, a ca. sa. could be issued, and you could take his body, and make
him exhibit his ^iroperty.

Question. You spoke of the unjust provisions in relation to taxation. What are your
provisions in regard to the system of taxation ?

Ansu'er. I do not know that I spoke of any unjust system of taxation. I only spoke
as to the diffi^reuce between the amount of taxation now and what we used to pay.

Question. In what is it unjust and luiequal and improper.
Ansiver. I think the taxes are too high.

Question. That is it ?

Ansicei: Yes, sir.

Question. You spoke of taxing various kinds of personal property not formerly taxed

;

is it improper and unjust to tax those articles of property now ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not think it is ; I do not object to that at all ; I only speak of

the amount of taxation.

Question. You confine your distinction to the amount of taxation?
Answer. To the amount of it, and the use made of it after it is collected.

Question. Yon spoke of a law requiring the judge to make publication of the expen-
ditures, and you said that you never had seeu any such imblicatiou. Do you know
positively whether such publications are or are not made ?

Answer. I do not think they are.

Question. Have you examined the pajiers of the various counties in Alabama with
reference to that?

Ansiver. I ouly spoke in reference to my own county.

Question. Have you examined all the iiapers in reference to your own county ?

Ansiver. I have been a pretty careful reader of the papers in my own county.

Question. Are you willing to swear that no such publication has been made in your
county ?

Answer. I ani willing to swear that I have not seen it, and that I do not believe it

has been made.
Question. Has the judge been proceeded against for that ?

Answer. I do not know that he has.

Question. You stated that there were State notes in circulation as money ; how many
dollars does that circulation amount to ?

Answer. I said, in reference to the question of State debt, that there was a large

nr.mber of tliose notes issued. No objection was made to their issuance that I know.
Question. AVhat is their denomination and description ?

Answer. They are of difi'ereiit denominations.

Question. How small ?

Answer. I think they are as low as one dollar, and from that up to a hundred dollars
;

there may be some larger.

Question. Is that circulation at par or at a discount in the neighborhood of Mont-
gomery ?

Ansiver. Thefo and in the surrounding country there, it passes as well as any other
money ; off at a distance it does not pass so well.

Question. You si^oke of one hundred miles of railroad being made ; what railroad is

that ?

Answer. I said that I had understood that about one himdred miles of the Chatta-
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nooga and Alabama Eailroad was a mere temporary affair, and would not in this

country be considered a raili'oad at all.

Question. Did you ever see it ?

Ansioer. No, sir.

Ouestion. All you know is from hearsay and rumor ?

Answer. I have no doubt it is so.

Question. Have you ever seen Governor Lindsay's testimony aboxit that?
Answer. I do not recollect that I have. I talked with Mr. Pollard about it, who is

the president of a railroad in that country.
Question. You spoke about temporary organizations for special purposes of these

Ku-Klux ; how do these temporary organizations act, as far as you know ?

Ansicer. I only gave my oi:)inion, not that I knew anything about it ; that my opinion
was that they were organized for a special purpose, to carry out some special scheme
of the men who made the organization.

Question. How many negroes in Alabama were in favor of voting the democratic
ticket ; and how many were whiiiiied for doing so ?

Answer. I cannot say how many wanted to do it ; I heard of one being whipped ; I do
not know that I heard of any other.

Question. Do you know of any number of negroes who were compelled to vote the
republican ticket in Alabama ?

AnsiccfT. I do not.

Question. You say that at elections the election officers never consulted the registers,

but just allow everybody to vote ; how do you know that °?

Answer. I have seen people vote there and keep on voting, and I never saw anybody
look at a register.

Question. Do you mean to apply that to the whole State of Alabama ?

Answer. Only to my own personal observation.
Question. How extensive is that ?

Ansiver. I do not know how extensive it is.

Question. How many places of election, and how many elections have you attended ?

Ansn-er. All the elections in Montgomery County.
Question. How many voting idaces in Montgomery County ?

Answer. Fourteen at least, and I reckon twenty.
Question. Did you ever attend more than your own place of voting ?

Answer. I have noticed several precincts in Montgomery; there are several precincts

in the city.

Question. You said an election was held there away from the precinct ; what did you
mean by that ?

Answer. The commissioners' court designated the spot where the election is to be
held in each precinct ; some man's house, if there is no public place. I said that in

this case the election was really held three miles away from the place which the com-
missioners' court had fixed.

Question. What election was that, and where was it, in what township, or what city?

Answer. The election was held, as I am informed, at what is known as Evans's pre-

cinct.

Question. Jn what county ?

Answer. In Montgomery County ; Mr. Evans lived about three miles from a place
known as Carter's Hill ; I am informed that election was not held at Evans's, but at

Carter's Hill.

Question. Did the regular election officers attend at that place ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I have already said that I did not think they intended to do
any wrong.

Question. Was that election contested?
Ansiver. Objection was made to the vote being counted.
Question. lu what respect was that election illegal ?

Ansiver. From the fact that it was not held at the jdace designated.
Question. In that respect alone ?

Answer. In that alone.
Question. You say that the democrats have a considerable majority in Alabama; how

do you know that f

Answer. I said that was my opinion.
Question. It is mere opinion ?

Answer. It is my opinion i'rom my general knowledge of the State.

Question. Are there more whites than negroes in Alabama?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many more ?

Answer. My recollection is that the registration shows there are about fifteen or six-

teen thousand more.
Question. Do you draw the party line between the whites and negroes ?

Answer. There are some white people belonging to the republican i^arty.
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Questioh . About how many ?

Ansiver. I bave said that I thought about five thousaud woiikl cover aU.

Question. Do you know personally whether a republican can make a speech in all

the counties of Alabama ?

Answer. No, sir ; I cannot say personally, because I have not been in all the counties.

Question. Do you not know it to be the fact that in certain counties in Alabama, or

in certain districts or precincts, not one colored man voted ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not know that.

Question. Do you not know that is the fact down in the southwestern part of Ala-

bama?
Ansiver. No, sir, I do not.

Question. Do you not know that there are thousands of negroes in the State who
have never voted ?

Answer. If it is so, I never heard of it.

Question. In how many counties, of which you profess to have knowledge, do you
know that republicans can make speeches freely ?

Answer. I did not say they make speeches; but I have seen accounts of their making
speeches in Barbour, Bullock, Montgomery, Macon, Elmore, Coosa, Lowndes, Dallas,

and Pike, and I have heard of their making them in various other counties ; 1 cannot
recollect them all.

Question. Do you not know that they have been interrupted in many places?
Answer. I do not know that I have heard of any interruption, except in Greene

County.
Question. Did you ever hear a republican make a speech ?

Answer. I have been near enough to hear their voices, but not to distinguish what
they said.

Question. Did you ever inquire particularly into the fact whether republicans could
make speeches in those counties or not ?

Answer. I have made no particular inquiry, except that I have seen synopses of
speeches which they were said to have made ; and iu my own county I have heard
them make the speeches.

Question. You said something about promises having been made to negroes, of forty
acres of land and a mule ; were those promises made by republicilns ?

Ansiver. That was the general understanding.
Question. Did you ever hear any such promises made ?

Answe): I have never heard republicans say anything about it.

Question. Do your democrats always tell the truth when they are electioneering?
Answe): I think it very doubtful if all of them do.

Question. Do you think that anybody is ever deceived by their stories?
Anstve)'. I think it very likely that some are.

By the Chairmais^, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. One question about making republican speeches
;
you think persons caa

make republican speeches anywhere in your State without being disturbed ?

Anstver. I think they can.
Question. Do you think that in any county in Alabama, a northern man, if he should

go down there, a carpet-bagger, as yon call him, could make a speech, and insist ujjou
the perfect equality of right between the negroes and the whites, and insist that the
negro had every constitutional and legal and civil right that the white man had, and
had the right to assert it ; do you think he could malce a speech of that sort in any
placiB in Alabama without being disturbed ?

Answer. I am under the impression that a man could make any speech of that sort
;

somebody might halloo out, as they used to do in old whig and democratic times, but
there would be no violence.

Question. They would not shoot pistols at htm ?

Answer: I do not think they would ; th:it is my opinion.

EDMUND W. PETTUS sworn and examined.

Washixgton, D.CjJulyG, 1871.

The Chairjiak, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been summoned by the minority
of the committee, he will be farst examined by some member of the minority.

By Mr. Blaib :

Question. Where do you live ?

Answer. 1 reside in Selma, iu the State of Alabama.
,

Question. How long have you resided in the State of Alabama?



ALABAMA. 375

Answer. I was born in Alabama, aud Lave lived there ever since. I am now fifty

years old.

Qiicfiiiou. What public positions have you held in the State ?

AiiSKH'T. I ^^•as solicitor of the seventh circu-it for ten or twelve years, and I was a judge

of the same oiix-uit for four years. Those are the only civil jiositious I ever held.

Question. That was before the war?
j newer. Yes, sir.

Qneatlon. State the general condition of affairs at this time in re<;ard to the security

of life and property in the State, especially in the region with which you are most
familiar, and the manner in vrhich the law is enforced.

Anm-er. M this time I l)elieve the law is reasonably well enforced in the State of

Alabama, aud that life and property are as safe there' as they have ever been at any
time within my knowledge.

Question. Do you know of any secret organization in the State, political or otherwise,

whose purpose or practice is to violate the law, and uphijld each other in the violation

of the law ?

A iiswer. I have neverknown of any such organization myself. Do you desire I should

speak of what I know, or of what I have heard ?

Question. Give us any information thaf you have upon which you place reliance.

You can speak not only from your own knowledge, but from information upon which
you rely.

Answer. There have been disorders of a very serious character in Alabama. Alter

the war the floating bad population of both armies to some extent was there, and there

were great disorders ; and I have no doubt, iioui information, that there were parties

combined together to commit disorders. But, so far as I know or am informed, I think

they were local organizations, for local purposes, aud very bad purposes. There is also,

as 1 am informed, (and I have no doubt of it from information,) a political organiza-

tion of the colored people which is also to some extent engaged in the same sort of

purposes. I think, however, in its original formation it was designed for merely

jjolitical objects aTid has been perverted by bad men to the same bad purposes.

Question.'Kaxe any of these disturbances occurred in your immediate neighborhood

or in the section of countrv in which you practice?

Anstver. No, sir. I live near the center of the State ; and so far as I know there have

been no violations of law by combinations except in two instances, aud I think tliat

they were the result of immediate excitement ; that they did not probably originate

from any preconcerted plan except an arrangement to act on the spur of the occasion

—a conibinaticm to meet the emergency when it arose. There were two such occur-

rences in my immediate vicinity.

Question. What were those ?

Answer. The negroes had been very much exasperated by the killing of a negro po-

liceman in Selma by a man named Wright, and also by the killing of a man named
Frank Diggs on the' Meridian train—a private assassination. This man Diggs was a

black man who had something to do with the mail ; I do not nov/ remember his con-

nection with it. He was a popular man with the white people, and also with the

negroes; he was a well-behaved man aud a man of good character. These occurrences

had produced very great excitement among the negroes in the neighborhood where I

live, aud they manifested a hostiiity toward any one who should in any way commit

auv wrong toward any one of their race. In other words, they were combined for the

purpose of retaliation' In that state of feeling a young man named Baxley and a colored

man named Alfred Granger, two journeymen brick-masons, quarreled and fought on the

streets in Sehna—those two alone. The colored man was killed. Baxley was arrested

by the officers of the law and taken in the direction of the calaboose. Just before

they got to the calaboose the negroes in large numbers (I snjipose there were some

four or live hundred when they iiret seized him) took him away from the officers, beat

him over the head, dragged him up and down the public streets by the heels and cut

his throat, and stabbed him in several places. The officers of the law did their 1)est,

so far as I saw, to prevent it, without force; but in a mob of that kind the ordinary

I>olice force is of no effect. We hnally gathered an armed force, and went there. I

had charge of it myself. When they saw us coming, they drew off a short distance,

ready for a fight as it appeared ; but wo were ujcrely intending to protect this man's

life If we could. There was a great deal of cursing and insult, just such as a mob
would heap on a party of men coming, as they considered, in hostility to them.^ But

there was no bloodshed. We got between them and the house where they had nually

carried this young man.
Qursiion. You rescued the young man from them?
Anmrer. I cannot say that, because before we got to the spot th(^ violence had ceased,

aud the young man had been left for dead. He was not dead, however, and ultimately,

after being confined in jail for several months, he recovered.

Question. Was anything done to punish the rioters ?

Ansu-cr. Yes, sir; 'some" of them Avere arrested, and I think two of them have beeu

convicted—two or thiee, I do not recollect which.
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Qiu-stion. What was the other case of violeuce ?

Aiisictr. Well, there are nuiubers of cases of individual acts of violeuce; I was oii'y

speaking of combinations; yon asked as to persons combined together to violate the

law. The other case was one iu my own county. I know nothing of it, however, per-

sonally. My knowledge is obtained from direct iuformatiou from the parties who sav/

it, and from' the proceedings in court.

Question. You have iuformatiou upon which you rely?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I have no doubt about the correctness of the iuformatiou. That
was a case, as I understand, where a white man of somewkat trilling character, for

some reason that I do uot know, whipped a negro boy—caught him and whipped with
a switch. It created a mob. The negroes assembled from the adjoining plantations,

took the white man down to the woods, tied him, gave him three or four hundred
lashes with hickories and turned him loose. Those are the only two instances iu my
immediate section in which I have known or heard of violeuce being committed by
combinations. But there have been numerous acts of individual wrong there.

Question. Both by whites and blacks ?

Ansicei: Yes, sir ; by both.

Question. By whites upou blacks, and by Tdacks upon whites?
Ansiccr. Oh, yes, sir; and without any regard to color. They all, so far as I now re-

member, were mere individual transactions.

Question. In your judgment, is any political signiticance to be attached to these

breaches of the peace or violations of the law ?

Answer. So far as they relate to my immediate section, I do not believe they have
any political significance whatever, either as to the acts committed by black men or

the acts counnitted by white men. except that there is an antagonism of race which
has been the cause, as I think, of the two riots of which I have si)okea.

Question. And this antagonism of race has been aggravated by the measures of the
Government?

Ansuxr. Yes, sir, aggravated very much by the measures of the Government, bnt
aggravated much more by the character of the men who have charge of our local gov-
ernment.

Question. The State and county officers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. State, if you please, the character of these persons and the manner in

which they have brought about this condition of affairs.

Answer. As to the character of the persons who have charge there, I never knew
anything of thorn prior to their coming, except those who Avere citizens of the State.

There are among them some few men of irreproachable character, so far as honesty is

concerned. Some of them, I have no doubt, are honest men. They came there, how-
ever, or seemed to come, with tiie idea that we were an inferior race of people, uot tit

to govern ourselves; and I think that some of these men honestly believe we are unlit

to be trusted in any matter of importance to the Government. I have no doubt that
that is their opinion. They have acted ou it, and they have taught the negixies (who
are for the most part men of little information) to think the same thing of us. They have
bred suspicion and distrust. They have taught these negroes to believe that we were
their worst enemies ; that we would put them back into slavery if we had a chance to

do so; that we would defraud tliem of tlifir rights, civil and political, as well as their

individual rights of property ; would swindle them in business transactious. That
has been the general character of the teachings of men among us (even those who are
considered men of honest character) who have come down there as political mission-
aries, I might say. Added to those there are a number of very vicious men who have
made use of the negro population for the purpose of obtaining position, I presume, and
making money. They have gathered the negroes together in large numbers privately iu
the night-time, and have talked to them iusnch a way as to create this kind of distrust.

Then there are very bad men among our own people who liave joined iu that thing.
In addition to that there are very bad men acting with the white people there, who
have given cause for that kind of sentiment towards the people generally ; I mean
given a handle on which to build tluit kind of an accusation.

Quesiioti. But, notwithstanding the efforts of these bad men, the public opinion bf
the State, as I understand you to say, has preserved a very fair condition of affairs

there ?

Answer. There were great disorders there just after the war, and for some time
there was not an orderly condition of society there. But for the last two or three
years society has been as orderly there as I have ever known it, with the exceptiou of
some terrible outrages committt;d, as it appeared, by organized l)ands of men—organ-
ized, as I think, iu local places—extending sometimes over a county. That appeared
to be the condition of things, so far as I could learn it. With those exceptions I think
that daring the last two or three years the hnv has Iteeu administered in Alabama as
w«'ll as it has ever been, I mean so far as regards the observance of peace and the
Vreeervatiou of property. I do not mean to say that the law has been well admiuis-
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tered, except in that sense. I would not have the committee understand me to say-

that the government had heeu conducted with that kind of propriety with which most
men think governments ought to he conducted.

Question. Do you refer to your State government?
Answer. I am speaking now entirely of the State government ; I have no reference to

the General Govcrinneut at all. I believe that person and property are as safe in Ala-
bama now as they have ever been.

Question. Was there a sense of injury and resentment felt among the people of your
State with reference to the act of Congress by which the present constitution was de-
clared the constitution of your State, and ofiScers inaugurated under it after its defeat
by the people, under the law prescribed by Congress ?

Ansu-er. The chief cause of irritation in the State of Alabama has not been that alone.
The chief cause of irritation there is the principle which has run through the legisla-
tion of the Government since the termination of the war, by which it is asserted or
claimed that we are an inferior, degraded people, and not fit to be trusted. When
Congress had that convention called which formed the present constitution of the
State of Alabama, there was no special opposition, so far as I saw, to the holding of
the convention. The convention, when held, adopted some provisions which were
very odious to our people, and thej^ were very much opposed to its adoption as a whole.
They relied on the good faith of the Government of the United States to execute the
law as it had been made ; and they concluded that the best plan for them to get rid of
that constitution was to stay away from the polls. In that way every man who did not
vote would be counted on our side. By a deliberate calculation we concluded that that
was the best plan. We relied on the good faith of the Government to carry out the
law as it had made it, and expected that another convention would be called to make an-
other constitution, in which we hoped these obnoxious provisions would bo left out.
The adoption of that constitution by the Congress of the United States was considered
by us (I mean the people generally, outside of the colored j)eople and the men who con-
trolled them) a breach of faith in the first place, and an act of tyranny in the second.

Question. The white people of Alabama made no effort to elect oificers under that
constitution ?

Ansicet: No, sir. We agreed to abstain from voting, and also to abstain from tho
election of any officers, with the hox>e that the constitution would be defeated and
that thereby we would get rid of the obnoxious provisions in the constitution ; that
Congress would simply order another constitution to be made by another convention.
That was our anticipation ; and we relied on the act of Congress itself.

Question. Your constitution was formed by delegates, many of whom, as I understand,
were not citizens of your State ?

Answer. That is my information ; and I have no doubt it is true. The delegates to
that convention embraced officers of the army of the United States, officers of the Freed-
men's Bureau, and many persons who were not citizens of the State, or had only be-
come such within a few days. The order under which the election was held prevented
a large class of the people of Alabama from voting. The election was held under a
military order.

Question. In pursuance of the reconstruction acts ?

Ansivei: In pursuance of the reconstruction acts, and carried out by the military au-
thorities.

Question. And by those acts a large portion of the people were disfranchised ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were denied the right to vote. These things have irritated
the people considerably. But if you are seeking the source of our irritation and the
condition of affairs down there, it lies farther back than that. One of the main things
of which we complain and have always complained is the breach of the contract made
by the soldiers in the lield. I have what I call a contract—an individual one with
myself—made by General Sherman in the name of the Government of the United
States, in which I was required to conduct myself after that time in obedience to the
laws, and was promised that I should not be disturbed in any way if I did so. The
soldiers went home, and as a body have been as obedient to\he laws of the United
States (whether they believed them to be just or unjust) as any people I ever saw. I
Speak of them as a body ; some of them have been lawless. We have been denied the
benefits of that contract, which was made when we had arms in our hands.

Question. And you look upon that as jierfidy ?

Answa: Well, I do not like to use so strong an expression as that towards the Gov-
ernment of the United States at this time ; but we look upon it as a direct breach of a
contract which we had made with the Government itself.

Question. And the subsequent acts of the Government enforcing upon you a lot of
officers whom you had repudiated, and an organic law for the State which had been
rejected by the people, have been regarded by you as in pursuance of the same jiolicy?

Answer, Yes, sir. Alter that contract had been ignored by the Government of the
United States these reconstruction measures followed ; and the Congress of the United
States (I say it to the committee with the utmost deference) has seemed all the while
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to Lave acted on the idea that we were an inferior race of people, unworthy to he
trusted, and whether we were in the rebellion or out of the rebellion, not entitled to

the same rights that the same men would have if they would remove from Alabama to

New York, for instance. Our local place of habitation was made a degradation in the

eyes of the Government. That was the great trouble with tis.

Question. Notwithstanding this dissatisfaction with the administration of the Gov-
ernment of the United States, have the peojile of Alabama any hostility to the princi-

ples of the Government ?

Ansiver. I do not think that the people of Alabama as a mass have any hostility to

the principles of the Government of the United States. But I would not have the com-
mittee understand me to say that they have no hostility of feeling toward the Gov
ernment, as administered against them. It would be trifling with the committee to

say that we could live as we do and not feel unkindly towards the particular men
who have jnit these hardships upon us. It is impossible, in my judgment, that any
man of a fair degree of spirit should feel kindly toward any class of men, who, with
power in their hands, proclaim through official sources and without interruption that
they are a degraded people—substantially that, either in words or in acts. Men will

not submit to be so considered, and at the same time feel kindly toward the men who
thus denounce them. There is that kind of hostility against the administration of the
Government as at present conducted.

Question. After the recent election in your State—the last general election—when the
democrats succeeded in electing their governor, there was a contest, I believe, and a
disposition on the part of the governor, who had been installed by Congress, to hold
on to his position ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was no contest, except by a csirious proceeding instituted

in a chancery court. On behalf of two of the State officers—Governor Smith and
the treasurer—a bill was filed by which the ofiQcer designated by law for counting out
and announcing the vote was prohibited from discharging that duty, so far as th«se
particular officers were concerned ; and then there was a proceeding instituted, under
the provisions of a statute we have in that State, to recover the property of the office.

Question. The books and papers?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the books and papers. The great seal was the thing that the

suit was really for—the emblem of authority. Those two proceedings were all that I

know of that you could call a contest. Governor Smith held the office after it had
been announced that Governor Lindsay had been elected. He held it by the bayonet,
though I will say that I have no idea in the world that there was any occasion for

military force ; he could have held it just as well in person as he could by the bayofiet.

Question. He called troops to his aid ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were troops stationed at the capitol keeping guard over the
different entrances on the second floor—the floor containing the offices.

Question. The office of the governor ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; there was a guard stationed at the treasurer's door, and also at
the governoi-'s room. He has two apartments about the size of this room, and both
doors of his room were guarded day and night, and no one was permitted to pass in
except by permission from the soldiers.

Question. Were you counsel m the case ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Employed on the part of Governor Lindsay ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I was engaged in the conduct of the case.
Question. Were you in the court-room on the day upon which that case was brought

before Judge Smith ?

Ansuxr. Yes, sir.

Question. It has been stated here by Governor Parsons that the room on that day was
filled with armed men from a distance, who, as he gave the impression, were present
for the purpose of overawing the officers of the law, and perhaps of proceeding to
violence in case the suit should fail ; is that the fact or not ?

Ansiver. The trial was in the county court-house ; it is a very large room, and there
were finite a number of persons there. I suppose the house was half full. There were
men there from a distance, but, so far as I know or have reason to believe, not a man
of them came there with any view to have anything to do with that business, except
those who were engaged in the case as counsel. There were two very large gatherings
in the town on independent matters, and without any reference to any political pro-
ceedings at all. The Methodist conference was in session there at that time, and had
been before this proceeding was instituted, and the Grand Lodge of Masons, which em-
braces the entire State of Alabama, was assembled there. But I know of no single
fact that induces me to believe that there was a single man there armed with any
reference to that contest. I have no doubt some men there were armed. I did not see
any arms. I had none myself; I mean I had none on my person. I had some in my
trunk. I usually carry a pistol in my trunk, but I hardly ever wear it on my jjerson,
and I did not have it on my person then.
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Quesiiov. Was there any such manifestatiou in the court-room, or anywhere else in
or a1)0ut the town, as would justify such an inference as I have stated.
Answer. Well, I cannot say whether there was or not. There was great indignation

;

but I saw no demonstration of any act of violence ; I heard of none ; and my opinion
is that if any one drew the inference that there was danger of violence, it was merely
from the aggregation of people in the town from the two causes I have mentioned, and
the talk which would naturally arise in that gathering of people. I do not believe
there was any violence meditated.

Question. The judge before whom this proceeding was had was a political friend of
Governor Smith, the republican governor of Alabama ?

Ansicer. Well, he was elected as a republican, and was so considered at that time

;

but I cannot say that he was his friend, and I do not believe he was.
Question. I say his political friend.

Answer. Yes, sir ; he belonged to the same iiolitical party at that time.
Question. Did he render any decision on the matter ?

Ansicer. He rendered no final judgment, as we call it. He made several rulings in
reference to the matter, assuming jiuisdiction of the subject; but he did not render
any final judgment in reference to it.

Question. That became unnecessary by the action of Governor Smith in surrendering
the office ?

Ansiva: Yes, sir. I knew Governor Smith well. Years ago, before the war, I held
courts where he practiced. He came into the court-room by order of the judge. He
asked me to meet him immediately after the adjournment of the court. I did so ; and
he informed me that he wanted to resign, and get out of the trouble ; that the proceed-
ing had been instituted without his full approbation, although it was done in his name
and by his consent, and he believed he had a right to do it. According to his state-
ment of it, it was a political movement. He expressed a desire then to retire from the
contest ; and he said, among other things, that he desired to preserve harmony among
the people of the State of Alabama ; that he was afraid the disputed authority—two
men claiming to exercise the oflice of governor—would have a very bad eifect on the
])eace and good order of the community, and that he would retire for that reason. He
did retire and surrendered the office—against the advice of his political counsel, as ]

have understood.
Question. What was the ground uiion which he claimed to retain the office ?

Answer. He claimed to retain it on the ground that, as he charged, there were frauds
in the election.

Question. Did not his political friends hold possession of nearly all the voting places?
Ansicer. The Government was administered in all its dei^artments almost entirely,

with a very few exceptions, by the republican i>arty.

Question. The election law gave them the appointment of the managers of the elec-
tion precincts throughout the State f

Answer. Yes, sir. The managers, as we call them, are appointed by the judge of pro-*
bate, the sheriff, and the clerk of the circuit court, or any two of them.

Question. Those officers had been elected at the iirevious election, when the demo-
crats made no contest, and therefore throughout the State the republicans iiredomi-
uated in those positions ?

Answer. O, yes, sir ; they had, I suppose, nine-tenths of the officers of every sort.

Question. The election law enabled the managers of the election to commit great
frauds, if they were so disposed.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were there any well-grounded charges of such frauds having been com-
mitted; and if so, in whose interest ?

Answer. Well, sir, there were, according to my information, some remarkable frauds
of that sort in the city of Mobile. That, however, was a bungling afiair, according to
accounts, and was detected. It was what they call "stuffing the box"—putting in
more votes than were ever given. I do not myself know of any frauds on the part of
the managers. I have heard of such things. The frauds which I knew of being com-
mitted (and they were very numerous) were what we call illegal voting—shipping
large numbers of voters from one precinct or one county to another, and" allowing a
large class of the population to vote who were not entitled to vote under the law.
Those frauds were very numerous.

Question. That could only have been done by the connivance of the managers of the
election?

Ansicer. Well, sir, I believe it was done in many instances where the managers in-
tended to obey the law. But they had a very exalted opinion of the words of the law,
and did not like to interfere with this sacred thing of voting. I suppose it was thought
necessary to pass extremely stringent laws, for fear the white people should ipterfere
with the colored people voting; and in doing so the right to challenge a vote was de-
stroyed. I think it was the general view of the managers of the election that they had
no option about the matter ; that a man who was registered should vote. There were
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considered sufficient information, that there were numerous others in other localities.

Qucstio7i. By whom were these frauds committed ?

Answer. By individuals acting, as I believe, under the i^ressure of bad political man-
agers.

Question. By both parties ? or if not, by which party ?

Answer. Well, sir. I do not know of but one case where a man voted illegally on the
democratic side; but I have seen, I reckon, as many as one hundred boys vote at one
l>recinct, where it was palpable to any man that they were not twentyTone years of
age, and some of them as low as fifteen.

Question. Are there, within your knowledge, any other facts bearing upon the gen-
eral condition of the State at present in regard to the execution of the law ?

Answer. I have referred to very great outrages that have been perpetrated in our
State by persons who seemed to be combined together for the special objects that they
accomplished. There have been several things of that sort, according to my informa-
tion and belief.

Question. Are these outrages committed by persons in disguise ?

Answer. Some of them are.

Question. Ux^ou negroes I

Answer. Yes, sir. Some on negroes and some on white men.
Question. Did you hear or know of any committed by negroes upon negroes ?

Answei: I have heard of one or two such instances; but I do not know anything of
the sort myself. I heard of two instances : one was in North Alabama. My informa-
tion is that some five or six negro men put on disguises, and took another negro man
and gave him a terrible beating.

Question. In what county was that ?

Answer. My impression is that it was somewhere near Florence or Tuscumbia ; those
two towns are six miles apart, and I do not remember which it was. A gentleman
from Florence, I think, informed me about it.

Question. Was any attempt made to make that appear as what is called a Ku-Klux
outrage ?

Answer. It was published in the papers at the time it occurred just as they pub-
lish all such things. Every i)rivate feud there which results in blood is called a " Ku-
Klux outrage," and attributed to our inherent bad nature as a i^eople. There was a
recent case of that sort iu Tallapoosa County, which, according to my information,
was intended to manufacture a piece of testimony of that sort ; but some negroes came
upon the man iu the act. This man, who was a solicitor in Tallapoosa County,
whipped two negro girls, and whipped them very severely with switches. That was
reported as a Ku-KInx outrage also. But this man was caught by some negroes, as I

understood ; and it proved to be a white man who was manufacturing public senti-

ment iu that way. But there have been other cases, a very considerable number of
-them, where I have had no cause to believe that they were not genuine outrages per-
lictrated without any semblance of justification and without any excuse on the part of
the men engaged in them.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You designate those as outrages by the lawless men of the country ?

Answa: Yes, sir.

Question. If yoiu- last election for governor had been perfectly fair, would the demo-
cratic majority in the State have been greater or less than it was officially reported ?

Answer. As a matter of opinion, I think the majority for Governor Lindsay would
have been a great deal larger, because liis majority was reduced by the frauds that I
speak of—the shiijpiug of men from one point to another by rail, and the voting of
minors and other persons who had no citizenship in the county in which they voted.
Our law does not allow a man to vote out of his county.

Question. Whatever may be the true technical construction of the act, tell the com-
mittee whether or not it is practically the fact that no one feels that he can, without
risk of punishment, challenge a voter, even though he may know that he is voting
illegally ?

Answe): Well, that has been the interpretation by the multitude, and it has been
acted on. That is, practically, the eft'ect of the law. I do not mean to say that such la

its true construction, though it says so in so many words. I do not believe that any
court would hold that that was l^he true interpretation of the act. They would set
aside the words and arrive at the purpose. That is my judgment as to what the
courts would do.

Question. Yet the practical operation of the act has been that no mau has dared to
challenge even when satisfied a mau was voting illegally ?

Ansivtr. I never saw it done except in one instance since the reconstriiction acts were
first set on foot. I mean at one particular election. It wa.s a local election iu the
county of Perry—the election for mayor and aldermen. I ha))pened to be there at
court and I saw it done there. I know I was called on to advise the persons there
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whether it would be a violation of the law to challenge a man who was not a voter
I gave it as my opinion that if the man was not a voter, the one challenging him would
not be liable to any punishment ; but that, if he was a voter, it did not make any
difterence how honestly a man might challenge him, he could be indicted and pun-
ished.

Question. That' is the only case, so -far as you know, where a man ever ventured to

challenge ?

Answer. The only one I ever heard of.

Question. The letter of the law is against your construction ?

Answer. The letter of the ^,aw is directly against challenging any person offering to
vote.

Question. And because you regard enlightened judges as able to look beyond the
mere letter of the law to its spirit and meaning, you believe that no court of high
integrity and comprehensive views would adopt the literal construction of the act ?

Answer. I rely on the rules of legal interpretation as settled by the courts.

Question. What is your knowledge or information in regard to negroes who have
belonged to your Leagues, or who have been taking an active part as republicans,
examining at the polls the ballots of negroes off"ering to vote, and especiallj' of those
offering to vote the democratic ticket ?

Answer. Well, sir, there is a regular system on that subject, so far as my observation
goes.

Question. Explain it to the committee.
Answer. The system is to make a door, either by men, or rails, or palings, through

which all the voters are required to go. Ordinarily, I have seen these elections con-
ducted at court-houses, and they are inclosed. A crowd stands usually at the paling
fence, on both sides, and the voters, white and black, have to pass, because generally
there is but one place of entrance ; and if there are two, they generally station two
men. Any white man is allowed to pass through without question, whether he belongs
to one party or the other. The colored man, when he comes to this point of entrance,
bauds his vote, or it is taken, and it is inspected by another colored man stationed
there for that purpose. He inspects the vote, and the man passes on, or he changes the
ticket. That is the general system of voting in Alabama, so far as my observation goes,

in reference to the colored people. If the negro has a democratic ticket, it is objected
to by the man in command of the entrance ; and sometimes I hav^e seen controversies

on the subject, but never any difBculty. Tliere has never rjeen any mob, except in one
instance, and that did not grow exactly out of that kind of thing. But the vote is

inspected, and, so far as my observation goes, there is always an effort to change it, if

it does not suit the man in charge of the gate. Sometimes it is changed, and sometimes
it is not.

Question. This organization that is formed at the gate is generally composed of colored
men?

Answer. Almost always.
Question. And republicans ?

Ansicer. O, yes, sir.

Question. They are the active controllers of these secret League organizations, I sup-
pose ?

Ansice): They are called League organizations. They are secret societies, meeting for

political purposes ; that is my information. And these men who stand at the gate are,

for the most part, bold men of that organization.
Question. Is not this organization acting entirely in violation of law?
Answer: Well, sir, I cannot say that. The attempt to intimidate a voter is a breach of

the law, so far as they do that ; but I do not know any law against a body of men
meeting secretly for political purposes.

Question. I mean when they stop the voter and take his ticket away from him?
Ansiier. Yes, sir ; whenever that is done in a style which tends to intimidate the

voter, it is a direct breach of the law.
Question. Is it not done in such a way that the voter cannot very well resist, or does

not generally resist?

Answer. I have seen it resisted, but it is not generally done. My information is that
most of the negroes have belonged to that League in one form or another, and Iiave been
sworn in some way to obey certain orders coming from certain sources; and that' when
these orders are received, they do not question them at all, but obey them, as a general
thing, though I have seen this proceeding not only questioned, but disputed v.'ith decided
rudeness and indignation. I have seen it done by several colored men.

QuestioA. Do you give it as your opinion that the great bulk of the intimidation that
has been practiced upon voters in the elections in Alabama has been by organized
bodies of the colored League upon their own race who seemed to be differing with them
in politics ?

Answer. It has been by the leading men—the bold men—of these secret organizations;
the colored men, I mean. I do not believe a white man would engage in that sort of
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business in Alabama in the presence of the multitude, but these bold negroes are put
forward for that i:)urpose; and really all the intimidation that I have ever seen, and all

that I have ever heard of being exercised, at the polls, has been by black men on black

men, for desiring to vote " against their race," as it is called.

Que~stion. In other words, desiring to vote against the republican ticket ?

Answer. Yes, sir ,• I have seen several acts of that sort myself and I have heard of

several others.

Question. Have you any knowledge or information that, to obtain the Totes of the
colored race for the republican ticket, they have been promised property of any sort

provided they did so vote or have been threatened with being put back into slavery if

they did not f Do you know or have you heard of anj' coercion of that sort being used ?

If so, in what form ?

Answer. I never heard any promises made to these men that if they voted the repub-
lican ticket they should have property. I have heard such things spoken of frequently,

and I have heard negroes speak of it ; but I have no knowledge of any such promise.
Quest'wn. Have you heard it from negroes who themselves have said they knew of it '?

Aiisiver. I cannot say that I have. 1 have heard negroes tell it as a fact ; but I do
not remember that I ever heard a uegro state that it was promised to him. The other
thing is very common—to tell the negroes that they will be j)ut back into slavery, and
that they will be denied the right to testify in the courts or to sit on juries, and denied
aU right of holding ofiQce. But that has not been, as I understand it, in the way of a
threat; it has been the vile utterances of men for political eifect—the slander of a peo-

ple by men who desired to accomplish a particular object. It was not in the nature of
a threat against the man ; it was the mere political slauder of an adversarj-, as I under-
stood it.

Question. From all the information you have, did not those statements, on the one
side that they would be put back into slavery if the democratic party succeeded, and
that they would obtain land and mules and other things if the republican party suc-
ceeded, influence very largely the colored vote in your State ?

Ansicer. I have no doubt it had its effect and a very decided effect ; but my opinion
is that as the negroes become enlightened and educated, familiar with public men and
public things, (and they are acquiring considerable information in that direction,)

such statements w ill not have the sort of influence they have had. In fact I am satisfied

there has been a great change in that direction already.
Question. Do you know enough about the negro to know that if he has been deceived

in any promise often enough to become convinced that a man will not keep faith with
him, he no longer trusts that man in anything ? Is not that one of the characteristics
of the colored race ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I think so—especially about money or property. If they are prom-
ised their pay, and do not get it, it is very difficult for the man who withholds it from
them ever to show a reason satisfactory to them waj^ it was withheld. They look upon
such a proceeding as a great sin, and it frequently is.

Question. As a matter of fact, had not the people of Alabama, by a legislature in which
there were neither negroes nor " carpet-baggers," so called—had they not, by the act
of their own people ratified the thirteenth amendment and given to the negroes the right
to testify in the courts—in fact all civil rights?
Answer. Yes, sir; they gave them all civil rights generally.
Question. Had not the legislature ratified the thirteenth aniendment.f
Answer. Yes, sir; under the government of the white race in Alabama, after the war,

they ratified the thirteenth amendment, and gave the negroes nearly all civil rights,
except the right to vote and hold office; not entirely, though.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Polaxj) :)

Question. I do not know that I precisely get your meaning in relation to the genpral
complaint of the white people of your State with regard to the United States Govern-

. ment. With what particular act or thing have they been dissatisfied ?

Answei: I have stated what I consider a contract made between the individuals of
our army and the Government, acting through General Graut and General Sherman.

Question. At the time of the surrender?
Anstcer. Yes, sir. There is in that parole, as it is called, a distinct promise on the

part of the Government of the United States that soldiers who retire to theii- homes,
and conduct themselves in obctdience to the laws, as peaceable citizens, shall remain
there, and "shall not be disturbed by the authorities of the United States;" that is the
language. If that means anything, it means that they shall enjoy the rights of proi)-
crty and person guaranteed bj- the laws of the laud to persons generally. 4

Question. Then you and your people generally consider that the disfranchisement
and disabilities which were imposed by the reconstruction measures were in violation
of that?

Answer. Undoubtedly.
Question. There never was any attempt by the Government of the United States to

interfere with the persons or property of individuals of that class?
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Avswer. Well, sir, I cannot say that there was any attempt to interfere with persona
or property by the Government.

Question. Or by any law of the General Government?
Answer. No, sir, I do not know that there was any interference by any law of the

General Government, so far as the taking of a man's property is concerned, iu the sense
of taking it from one individual; but in the sense of taking it from the comumaity at
large, there has been the most direct and, we think, tyrannical taking of property by
the Government of the United States.

Question. Explain yourself a little more fully on that point.
Ansive)'. I mean that no particular man's property has been seized and appropriated

to the Government, so far as I know, by an act of the Government. The officials have
done so, in great numbers of instances, but those we considered as violations of law,
as disorders growing out of the war and the temporary power exercised by some men
unfit for their places ; we do not attribute those acts to the Government at all. Our
cotton was taxed five cents a pound ; the insurrectionary States were the only part of
the United States that raised any cotton ; that was a taking of the property of the
country by what was counted a law of the land. It may have been a constitutional
power, exercised by the General Government ; that is for the courts to determine ; but
that it was fair or, in any sense, just, we cannot conceive, and we cannot conceive
that fair-minded men in any part of the country would so regard it.

Question. That was a law on the subject of taxation which applied to the whole
United States ; it taxed cotton so much ]ier pound, no matter where it was.

Ansiver. It will do to theorize in that way ; a mau who wants a reason for an unjust
act might justify it in that way ; but men who look atjthe facts cannot be blinded by
any such reason as that. It was a tax levied in the shape of a penalty by the General
Government on those they called " rebels ;

" it cannot, as I conceive, be fairly inter-

preted in any other way ; it was a penalty.
Question. I will not take any time in debating about that, as I now get your idea;

but your x^eople regarded also all the disabilities and disfranchisements arising under
the reconstruction acts as in violation of the terms of surrender ?

Answei: Yes, sir, I think the people generally considered that to take away a man's
right to hold office or to vote, without a trial, is not allowing him to remain at his

home " undisturbed by the authorities of the United States."

Question. And your people were dissatisfied with that ; they thought it was wrong
in itself, and that was also a violation of the terms of surrender ?

Ansuei: I cannot say that our people thought it was wrong in itself, because we
recognized, to the fullest extent, the right of the conquerors over the conquered ; but
we did not think it v/as an act of good faith on the part of the Government of the
United States to make a promise to men with arms iu their hands and violate it so

soon as they had surrendered those arms.
Question. So that the dissatisfaction grew out of the idea that the reconstruction

policy of the Government was violative of the terms of surrender ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it showed a purpose to punish individuals for alleged crime with-
out any trial by law.

Question. You thought that if the thing were to be done at all, it ought not to be
done in that way ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. This idea, you say, was, in your judgment, a greater ground of dissatisfac-

tion than the course that Congress took iu imposing the constitution on the State after

the i>eople failed to ratify it according to the terms of the reconstruction acts ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I really believe that the great evil under which we are now suf-

fering arises from the idea which is embraced in several, perhaps many, of the acts of
Congress—that we are a degraded race.

Question. Was the granting of suffrage to the colored people satisfactory generally to

the white people of your State ?

Answer. The people were divided on that. They never came to any agreement by
which the colored men obtained any right to vote, and I do not know that they would
have done so'. The white people were opposed to negroes indiscriminately having the
right to vote, though there were considerable divisions of opinion on that subject, and
very many were in favor of their having a right to vote of a qualified nature.

Question. A qualification founded on education, or property, or both ?

Answer. Well, sii', both were spoken of; but there seemed to be no settled plan. We
were in a new condition of things, and opinion was being molded by circumstances.

Question. The great mass of the colored voters iu your State vote the republican
ticket ?

Answer. 0, yes, sir ; the mass of them.
Question. The great mass of them, you have no doubt, desire to vote in that way?
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I think that a very large majority of them desire to vote iu that

way at this time.

Question. They try, I suppose, to influence and persuade every mau of their race to
think as they do and to vote in the same way ?
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Ansivfr. They do ; and these bold men of whom I speak try to force them to do it by
intimidation.

Question. They argue to them and endeavor to persuade them to do it ?

Answer. O, yes, sir ; and to frighten them.

Question. They argue to them that they are indebted to the republican party for

their freedom.
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And for the right of suffrage ?
•

>

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And for all their civil rights ?

Ansioer. Yes, sir.

Question. They argue to them that all these things were secured to them against the

wish of the democratic party ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And it is urged that therefore they all ought to vote with the repiTblicau

party ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. They use all these arguments to show them that the republican party are

their friends politically, while the democrats are not ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir; those are arguments very commonly used.

Question. You have spoken of the advice that their leaders give them in those Leagues.

Have you ever known any republican leader in your State to argue to men that they
ought to do any violence to the white people or to deprive the white people of any
ri^ht that belongs to them ? Have you ever known any republican leader to advise

the colored people that they should do anything more than assert their rights, and to

argue to them that they ought to go with the republican party because they were their

friends politically ?

Ansivei: I have heard several speeches, the direct tendency of which, while they did

not profess to advise violence on the part of the negroes, was to produce acts of ag-

gression on their part against the white people. I will explain that in this way : The
former masters of those who had been slaves were abused; the negroes were told of

their sufferings in slavery ; they were told, " All this property that you see here, these

lands, were cleared by yon
;
you made all these fences

;
you dug all these ditches ; and

you arc the men they belong to." That was the style of speaking. Such speakers

have told the negroes that it was the purpose of themselves, and they thought they
could induce the (Government of the United States to carry it out, to have a division of

those lands. I have heard such things said by their leaders ; I say their leaders, but
they arc very insignificant men—men whom you would never invite to your house if

you knew who they were; but still they are the controlling men who have charge of
these negroes in the special localities ; and they base their speeches on the text of a
bill which was introduced into Congress by Mr. Stevens. I cannot remember the pro-

visions of the bill ; but you, perhaps, will.

Question. The Stevens coniiscation bill ?

Answer. Yes, sir. It proposed to divide up the lauds in small parcels and appropriate

them. The negroes were taught to believe that this would be done ; that all those im-
mense farms would be hashed up into small pieoes and divided among them, provided
they would support the republicans, and keep down these bad men called " rebels" and
" secessionists."

Question. The result of all this argument was to get them to vote the republican
ticket ?

Ansiccr. That was the primary object—to get them to vote the Republican ticket, and
to vote for the special man who was making the point. But the direct effect was to

create a feeling of hostility in the mind of the negro against his neighbor, the white
man who owned the land.

Question. These were a set of reasons which they gave to the negroes to show them
why they should vote the republican ticket, instead of voting with the democrats ?

Answer. O, yes, sir ; they were reasons for voting the republican ticket, and denun-
ciations of the men who owned land.

Question. They said to them in substance, "These men were opposed to your being
free ; they were oiiposed to your having the suffrage ; they were opposed to your hav
ing your civil rights as Avitnesses in court, &c. ; and if they get into power they are of

the same opinion still, and will try to deprive yon of all these things." That was the

style of reasoning adopted ; and you say that they once argued about a division of

property which they Avere going to have, if possible.

Answer. I did not say " once." I said I heard it.

Question. Is that the style of argument used now, or was it used on some former occa-

sion ?

Answer. I do not speak of that style of argument being used now. Some of the
speakers, quite a number of them, will talk now of the negroes being put back into

slavery, provided the democrats ever get power ; they make all such charges as that

;

but I have not heard lately about the division of lands.
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By Mr. Blair :

Question. Have you heard promises of "forty acres and two mules ?"

Answer. Well, sir, I have heard of that story in the commnuity generally; but I
never heard a speaker promise that in so many words. I have heard a number say
that the lands should be divided.

By the CHAiKivrAN, (Mr. Poland :

)

Question. If there were promises of land, property, and things of that sort, I suppose
the argument pretty soon exhausted itself?

Answer. No, sir ; it lasted considerably longer than you have any idea of. Mr. Stevens's
bill was the basis of it ; and really, some tolerably well infonned Nvhite men thought
that it might go through.

Question. That was four or five years ago ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but those reconstruction measures, you remember, grew in inten-
sity all the time; if we did not obey the political orders we got, they put the screw a
little tighter; and we did not know but there might be actually a division of the land,
though 1 must confess I never had any serious apprehension of it myself.

Question. You say that in various localities in your State there seemed to be organ-
izations of men, (sometimes, at least, as extensive as a county,) who did lawless acts
and acts of violence?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I said there seemed to be some local organizations that did acts of
very great outrage.

Question. Well, sir, how extensive was that in your State ?

Answer. So far as I have any information, those acts were local matters.
Question. Were these organizations spread over a good part of your State ?

Answer. I think not, sir. So tar as my information goes there were acts of violence
committed by men in bands in the northern part of the State, and in the western part,
in two or three counties ; and I heard of one such transaction in the interior of the
State, near Paytona.

Question. In your judgment, according to the information which yon have on this
subject, what class of men composed the bands that committed these outrages?
Answer. Well, sir ; I have no reason to believe that there were any that would b^

properly called " bands" in our county ; but there seemed to be, and I believe on n'y
information that there Were, local organizations; and my impression is that at «rst
there were some substantial, good citizens in them ; but like all other men who under-
take to regiilate society by mob-law, the better class of men discovered that they could
not control the bold and bad element associated with them, and they left the organi-
zation in the hands of turbulent, bad men who, as was the case with "the Eegulators in
Texas, andthe Vigilance Committee in California, used it, or their influence in it, for
extremely bad purposes.

Question. So far as you know or have information, did the modes of operation of these
bands seem to be much alike? Did they generally go out in considerable numbere,
and in disguise, and in the night time?

Ansiccr. I cannot say that there was any general custom about it, because I have
only hear of some four or five instances of the whole thing.
Qu esiioA As you have heard of these things, was the general description of them

much alike ?

Answer. I never heard any description of them except that they were disguised men
wearing masks and cloaks. That is about all I have heard of them.

Question. Against what class of persons were these evil doings generally directed?
Answer. Do you mean against persons of what color ?

Question. Were they generally directed against colored jieople, or white people?
Anstcei-. I do not know that there was any distinction in that regard; so far as I have

heard, they have be'en exercised on both black and white people.
Question. Did there seem to be any choice of political parties? Did these men seem

to do violence to men of one party rather than the other?
Answer. Well, sir, I think 1 ha-s e heard of more acts of violence being perpetrated

by disguised men on colored men, or wjiite republicans, than, on any other class of
people. But these outrages have been committed iudiecriminately by colored men
on colored men, and by colored men on white men.

Question. Have not the latter classes of cases been very few and rare in comparison
with the whole number?

Ansiver. Ko, sir; they have not been very few.
Question. You said you heard of two instances?
Answer. I said 1 knew of two instances.

Question. Have you heard of any more instances where men have gone out in dis-
guise ?

Ansiver. Oh no, sir ; not in disguise, but in bodies.
Question. 1 am speaking of these bands of disguised men who seem by common par-

lance to have got the name of Ku-Klux bands.

25
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Ansifer. My impression is that that word " Ku-Klnx" was a word invented for polit-

ical purposes. It does not belong, so far as I know, to any particular class of bad men,
biit is a word that is now used to signify the violation of law by men in disguise.

Question. If you have studied the derivation of that word at all, and know how
it did originate, have you not understood that it is a term of designation which these

bands themselves have adopted?
Ansiver. I never heard of such a thing in my life. I thought, and I still think, it is

a word which has sprung up and has been a term of reproach attempted to be fastened

by one party on another or a portion of another party.

Question. Do you mean to say that you think it is a sort of nickname which the

republicans have got up to cast odium on the democrats?
AnsH-er. I do. That is my belief.

Question. You do not believe that all these repeated instances of outrage by this class

of men are an invention ?

Answer. I believe there have been a good many instances of a very great outrage.
Question. In the case of these outrages committed by these bands of men in disguise

in different portions of the State, have not their threats of mischief, so far as you have
.

heard, been generally directed against republicans, either white or colored ?

Anstoer. I have already answered that the majority of outrages, so far as I know, in

my particular section of country, were perpetrated against black and white republi-

cans.
Question. How do you account for that ? Have you any theory about it?

Ansxver. I account for it from the fact that the white men of any community are

generally bolder men than the colored race, and that a bad set of white men would be
more likely to do that sort of violence than a bad set of black men, though they would
both, no doubt, be inoliued to engage in the same business. It is the dilference in the
boldness of the races.

Question. Do you think that these things have been designed to affect the vote of
the colored people in your State ?

Answei: I do not think that they have had any such purpose whatever. I believe

they are the manifestations of a bad system carried on by bad men for the pirrpose of
p.unisbing what they call crimes.

(^iiesUon. In a great many instances, have not these acts of violence been done
agirtust people who were not charged with any crime ?

Ansmer. I do not remember any such case. I do not remember an instance in which
there was not some charge, real or pretended.

Question,- Your idea tiien is that these proceedings are a mode those men have
adopted to take into their own hands the punishment of somebody who ought to be
punished for something?

Ayiswer. I hnvc no doubt that it is just the same sort of an idea as that upon which
the Regulators in Texas and the Vigilance Committee in California acted. It is an
undertaking to administer the law by a mob.

Question. Have you heard of any instances where life has been taken by these dis-

guised men ?

Ansivci: Several—quite a nuiMbf;r. I can name them, if you desire it. The facts

have not come within my own knowledge ; but I have iuforujation on which I rely.

Question. State the instances that you remember with the particulars of each case.

AU'-iuxr. There were, as I remember, live men—one white man and four negroes —
killed by a mob in the neighborhood of Cross Plains or I'aytona, on the Selma, Rome
and Dalton Railroad. I do not remember the names of the colored men ; the white
man was named Luke.

Question. About what time was that ?

Answer. I cannot state the time with accuracy ; but it was in 1869 or 1870.
Question. State substantially what you understand to have been the facts of that

case.

Answer. I have heard that there was some firing on a congregration of people going
out of church one night, and that some colored men, charged with having something
to do with it, were arrested by th(>, ofticcrs and put in the hands of the sheriif; and this

man, Luke, was charged with teaching that style of conduct to people where he lived.

I am inclined to think that Luke was also in charge of the sheriff on some allegation
or other. These men were taken by the mob and hung; tliey Avere taken by force
from the sheriif in the night-time.

Question. i5y a band of men in disguise?
Auswir. Yes, sir ; by a number of men in disguise.
Qttcstion. Did you understand in whose employment the white man was?
Atisiccr. 1 have understood he was in the employment of the Selma, Rome and Dal-

ton Railroad, and was teaching school at or near Paytona.
Qmstion. A colored school ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is that the substance of the case?
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Jtnsicer. That is the general oiitliue of what I have heard in reference to it.

Question. State another instance.

Ansiccr. You desire, as I understand, that I shall speak only of killings by disguised
men ?

(Juesiion. Yes, sir.

JniwiT. There was a killing, as I am informed, of a young man named Boyd, at
lilutaw, in Greene County, xYlabama, by a body of disguised men,

Question. He was the solicitor of Greene County ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir: I think he was the county solicitor. I have been informed that
quite a number of persons galloped up to the hotel Avhere he was boarding, and a por-
tion of them dismounted, went into the room where he was, took him out, and mur-
dered him in a very brutal manner.

Question. Witji what did you understand Boyd was charged?
Answer. I do not know Avhat his killing was for. I have been informed that he was

the county solicitor, and that he was engaged in prosecuting some men for committing
some heinous offenses ; that he had made threats about what lie would do and boasts
of his being able to convict certain parties ; I do not know that they were ever named.

Question. Did you hear it charged that Mr. Boyd had done anything except what
was his duty as an ofiScer of the law, to prosecute people who had been guilty of crime?

Answer. O, yes, sir. I have heard that he was a man who sold the administration
of the law, as many others do there. They let a man off when he will pay for it, and
prosecute him for vengeance when they are disposed to do so.

Question. Tliat is a new feature in that case.

Ansicer. I do not know anything about the case except what I hear of it. Mr. Boyd,
according to reputation, was a very bold, vindictive man.

Question. Do you mean to have us understand that, according to what you have
heard, he was killed on account of misconduct in office ?

Anstoer. O, no, sir ; I do not mean that. I mean to say that in my opinion Mr.
Boyd was killed in order to gratify the malice of his enemies, and to prevent the pros-
ecution of individuals.

Question. To prevent the liringing of other imlawful acts to punishment?
Ansiver. Yes, sir. I think from what I have heard that in all probability the motives

were combined—that the object was both to gratify malice and to prevent prosecu-
tions.

Question. He was prosecuting some men for acts of this same character, and prosecu-
ting them vigorously and zealously. Did you hear any more than that, unless it was
that he wa.s so indiscreet as to talk about his purposes with reference to the enforce-
ment of the law?
Answer. I have heard generally that he was prosecuting certain parties with a great

'

deal of zeal and a great deal of bitterness.

Question, Parties who were charged with unlawful acts ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; charged with very heinous crimes.

.

Question. If you have stated the substance of that case, state another.
Ansiver. I do not remember any other special feature connected with that case. I

have heard persons, in speaking of it, connect Jlr. Boyd with a killing many years ago.
I do not know of any connection which that has with his assassination, though I have
heard it mentioned as a probable cause. I have never been able to see any counectiou
myself. I reside at some distance—fifty miles or more—from the scene oif that occirr-

rence.

Question. These bands of disguised men, on a great many occasions, whipped or beat,

or otherwise maltreated persons without killing them. Is not that class of cases much
more numerous than cases of killing?

Answer. No, sir ; so far as my knowledge goes, it is not. I know of but few cases of
either sort where the acts were done by disguised men.

Question. I understand you to think that in all these cases the violence grow out of
some personal resentment, or it was committed with a view to punish, by mob-law,
somebody vrho Avas charged with some offense ?

A nswer. Yes, sir ; or to" gratily the malice of the particular individuals engaged in it.

Question. Have these transactions by bodies of disguised men grown at all out of the
feeling of dissatisfaction with the government of your State I

Ansivei: I sujipose that has had something to do with them, or rather that these
wrongs which have been inflicted on the people of our section have been made a pre-
text for the acts of bad men in administering, or attempting to administer, punish-
ment. I suppose that has Ijeen to some extent a pi-etext.

Question. Do you think that that Avas the real purpose or motiA'e, or Avas it merely
nlleged as an excuse to coA-er up something else ?

Answer. I think it was a mere excuse—a mere subterfuge.

Question. You do not think that, in i)oint of fiict, any of those things were the occa-
sion of these lawless acts?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not thinl-i they were the occasion ; I think that jirobably thej
aggravated them by giving this pretence.
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Question. They a]Jegecl as au excuse something which they thought the white peo-

ple would generally accept ?

Ausiver. It was an attempt ou their part, so far as I know, to get the countenance of

the better class of people to such acts of outrage. In other words, it was a cloak.

Question. Do you think that, in consequence of this pretext being set up, these acts

of violence have been looked iipon with any more favor, or that there has been any less

disposition to prosecute them, and bring thera to trial and punishment?
Answer. I do not believe it. I believe au honest citizen will discharge his duty with-

out any regard to such things.

Question. As a general thing, have the acts done by these bands of men been punished
in any way f

Ansicer. So far as I know, I do not remember a case ; but vay belief is, that the rea-

son they have not been punished is because they could not be detected.

Question. Because the men went in disguise ?

Answer. Not only because they went in disguise, but that they took such precautions

as other criminals do to avoid detection.

Question. Do you not think that the failure to prosecute this class of offenses has been
to a considerable extent ou account of the fear that this very organization created in

the community, so that men did not endeavor to bring the otteuders to punishment for

fear of incurring the displeasure, and jierhaps the violence of this class of men?
Answer. I do not so judge. I believe that the men who commit these outrages would

be punished, with absolute certainty, if they could be discovered, and that it would be
done as effectually as it couhl be done to-day in Vermont.

Question. Do you think there has been as much vigilant endeavor on the part of re-

spectable people 01 your State to ferret out and punish this class of offeuses as ordinary
crime ?

Answer. I think so. I will say, however, that our officers who conduct the adrainis-

tratiou of the law are to some degree separated from the white people, as a general
thing, and it may be that there is not that kind of intercourse between the citizens

and the oflicers that there ought to be. Wlien a man is known to sell public justice to

who ever pays tlie most for it, citizens desiring to have the law enforced will be slow
to go to him ibr that purpose ; and there are instances in our State (and they are not
at all unfrequent) where that sort of thing has been done. It may be that citizens

have been, to some extent, remiss on that point ; but so far as regards a desire to pun-
ish these criminals, I have no doubt that it exists.

Question. When you sjjcak of "selliug luiblic justice," do you meau the charge to

apply to prosecuting officers, solicitors, &c. ?

Answer. Yes, sir; thost; are the men who mainly conduct that business.

Question. Do you intend your observation to apply to that class of officers?

Answer. Yes, sir, that is what I mean.
Question. Are you willing to give us the names of anj- of them ?

Answer. I can state them if it is desired. You cau get the names from the recorda
down there—from indictments for the very thing itself.

Question. Have some of them been indicted for corrupt practices in office?

Airswer. O, yes, sir; some of them have been indicted.
Question. And tried and convicted ?

Answer. I do not remember any instance where a man has been convicted ?

Question. Then you mean that there are allegations of that character against them ?

Answer. There are indictments—quite a number—indictments found by a grand jury.
Question. lu any cases of that class, have you yourself any personal knowledge in

reference to the facts ?

Answer. Oh, yes, sir ; I have personal knowledge of some of them ; I do not know of
the bribe being given ; but I have tliat sort of personal knowledge that a practicing
lawyer eugageil in a court and familiar with the causes has, when he sees great criminal«
go out of court without punishment, by the consent oi the solicitor. That sort of know-
ledge I have—a large amount of it.

Question. To what particular officer do you refer in that connection ?

Ansuxr. Well, sir, the solicitor of my county.
Question. What is his name ?

Answer. Do you desire that I shall state it? I am perfectly willing to do so.

Question. State it.

Answer. Jasper N. Hancy.
Question. We have no desire to cover up the rascality of anybody.
Answer. I have no desire to cover it up; but I did not wish to niake public here, in a

place where it will be printed, the particular offenses of individuals who have not been
convicted.

Question. I intended to have you understand that if you felt, yourself, any delicacy
about it, 1 would not press the inquiry. So far as my own feeling and desire are con-
cerned, I want every rascal of every party as publicly and generally known as piHssible.

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and if we had the law administered by you in that spirit in Ala-
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bania, there would be no sncli thing there as these disonlers. The had men of both
parties would be brought to trial.

Question. I wish to put au inquiry to you in reference to the Alabama election law.
By your law every man ^Yhen he registers has to swear to all the jiarticulars of his
qualifications as a voter?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is the registration oath, as we call it.

Question. And if he swears falsely, he is liable to be punished the same as for any
other perjury?
Answer. Y'es, sir ; of course he is liable to punishment for perjury.
Question. I have had some controversy with some members of the Alabama bar in

reference to that law. Some of them have testified that a man was just as liable to be
punished for challenging a person not a voter as for challenging one properly qualified.

Ansiver. I say the letter of the law is against the challenge in any shape, and that if

the man challenged happens to be a voter, the penalty will certainly be incurred. But
if he does not happen to be a voter, in my opinion, a judge acquainted with the correct
rules for interpreting statutes would not have him convicted.

Question. 1 am very glad to find one Alabama lawyer agreeing with me. We have
been told by some gentlemen of the bar from your State, that where a mau has voted
once and offers to vote again, a man objecting to his voting a second time at that elec-
tion will be liable to be punished under that law. r

Anstcei: Well, sir, that is the letter of the law, and I think it is the spirit, too, if the
person challenging happens to make a mistake and the man has not voted before.

Question. But if the man has already voted once he has exercised his right to the full

extent to which he is entitled by the law ?

Answer. Yes, sir. My opinion of the law is that if a man is not a voter or not entitled
to vote, the person challenging him could not, by a proper construction, be convicted

;

but if the man who makes the challenge makes .a mistake, however honestly and
fairly—if the man whom he believes not entitled to vote is really qualified

Question. You think he challenges at his peril ?

Ansiva: He does, undoubtedly, in my opinion.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Suppose a challenge is offered, will not the judges of election rule that the
challenge shall not be received ?

Answer. It has always been the practice, so far as I have known, not to challenge,
except in one particular instance. I have known a great nuiuy votes to be taken in
where the judges knew that the men voting were not qualified; and I believe it was
done honestly, in many instances, under the belief that the officers of the election were
bound to take the votes because the men were registered ; and I do not know of any
machinery of the law by which they can try that question.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Except to contest the election ?

AnsiDcr. I mean, try the question of a man's right to vote.

Question. At the polls?

Answer. At the polls or otherwise.
Question. I think that is the true construction of your law ; that it did not intend

that any man regularly registered should be prevented from voting. They rely upon
punishing him for false swearing in the registration, and leave the candidate to his
remedy by a contest ?

Ansiver. The law opens a very wide field for frauds in elections and takes away
almost every one of the safeguards except the oath of the voter.

Question. Those gentlemen from your State who have thought that the election offi-

cers or anybody else would not be entitled to prevent a man from voting twice have,
in your opinion, given the law too sweeping a construction ?

Answer. Well, I do not know of any means by which such a thing can be prevented
except at the same poll ; because that is the only place at which any information can
be had by the managers as to the fact that the person has already voted. I presume
that if a man should oli'er to vote a second tiijie at the same poll, the managers would
of course, if they knew it, have a right to reject his, vote.

Question. The managers at another poll would have just the same right?
Answer. I think not ; because how can they get the information ?

Question. I mean if they had the information ?

Ansicei: But they have not got it ; and the law provides no means by which they
can get it.

Mr. Blair. You are not allowed to challenge and assert the fact that a man has
already voted.
Mr. Poland. I do not think the prohibition of a challenge extends to that case.

Ans2ver. I do not think it does; but still that is the i)ractical working of the law.
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By Mr. Beck :

Question. What would be the effect upon jour people, as regards the restoratiou of
good IVeling, if a general amnesty should be granted for all political oftenses ?

Ansitrr. 1 believe that such a measure would tend to restore good feeling on the
part of the people of the South toward those who have charge of the Government
there. I believe it is absolutely impossible for the Government of the United States to

have us at the South good citizens without our full restoration to equality before the
law, with the whole people of the country, except so far as there may be punishment
for crimes of which parties are duly convicted. We never will willingly submit to

degradation ; and this is a source of constant irritation. I will say furthermore, that
as a general rule the people in the South, (when I say the people I speak of the white
])eople, because it has been the custom so to speak,) will submit to the Government of

the United States, and they have no idea, so far as I have ever heard, of questioning
its authority in any other way than by votes or in the courts. But they consider them-
selves as wronged in a manner directly contrary to the spirit of the Government by
being punished without ever having been convicted of any crime ; and many of us are
punished really without having been guilty of any crime in the estimation of
the men who punish us. We are dejirived of the privilege of selecting for ourselves
such rulers as we would like to choose ; and in that way we are punished. I do not
think thaf individual acts of amnesty do any good. I believe they are really an in-

jury to our people. The evil of which we complain is not the fact that any particular
man is deprived of any rights ; it is the degradation attempted to be fastened upon us
by saying that we hUve not the same civil or political rights as people in other sections
of the country.

Question. I believe you illustrated the idea a while ago by saying that you complain
of the local degradation attached to you as citizens of Alabama, and which the same
individuals would not sufter if residing in the State of Vermont, for instance. Is that
the idea ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. In other words, you complain of a degradation being attached to the very
fact of I'esiding in the State of Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and to citizenship there. We feel that we have been guilty of no
crime ; and that if we have been guilty of crime the general spirit of the Constittition
of the United States and of this Government is that no human being has any right to

punish that crime except through a conviction in a court of justice. We believe that
that is not only a i)rinciple of justice, but a correct principle of law.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Is not that the very language of the Constitution ?

A7iswer. Well, you know the Constitution imj)oses this punishment ; and in that way
men quibble out of this great wrong.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Have not your j)eople been greatly irritated by individuals—officers of the
Fi'eedmeu's Bureau and men known as " carpet-baggers "—comi ug down there and obtain-
ing authority over you, not for the benetit of the United States, but to put money iu
their own pockets, and assuming that the Government was backing them and author-
izing them to oppress you for their individual benefit ?

Ansiver. I have no doubt that that class of men have done us a great injury, not
only by the direct wrongs thr-y have inflicted on us, but also as having been the' occa-
sion of our displays of undignified temper. I would like to refer to one very great mis-
ai3i>rehensiou in reference to the situation of a man coming to ^Vlabama from another
section of the countiy.

Question. Give us your view on that subject.

Answer. Individuals come to Alabama—some of them honest men and well esteemed
where they came from ; otbers of a very different character ; a large proportion of
them, so far as I have had any personal knowledge or information, of the latter class

;

neither of them, however, showing to the community in which they settle any indica-
tion or evidence of their standing among their neighbors at home; and although a man
may conduct himself, for the time he is there, fairly and honestly and tiprightly, no
man in the community knows by any correct information who ho is; and ho is not
received into society. This has been made a great charge against us, though I have
never seen auj'^ regulated society on earth that would receive any nrau into it unless ho
showed in some way that he vras considered an honest man at home. It has been
assumed, so far as our social treaturent of strangers and immigrants has been concerned,
that the fact of a man belonging to the conquering element ought to be a sullicient
voucher for his character ; and such men have nor. thought it necessary, as a general
thing, to produce any other voucher in the new home that they have selected lor them-
selves. Where a man has come to our country and conducted himself with propriety,
and has shown to the people by any e\iideuce worthy of credence that he was an honest
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citizen where he came from, he has been received, so far as I know, with a certain
degree of hospitality. It has not been as cordial as it would be toward one coming
from another direction ; but it has certainly been respectful, courteous, and kind,
whether the man was a republican or a democrat. I know numbers of gentlemen who
have come down there and held office—high office. They were gentlemen at home and
they made it known there; aud although they were decided republicans, thej"^ were
received in society almost as well as any of our citizens. We do not discountenance a

man merely because he is a republican ; but there is a prejudice against that class of
people coming there, because of the numerous vicious men who have settled among us,

and oppressed us under the forms of law. I could name several distinguished repub-
lican gentlemen residing in Alabama, who were gentlemen at home, and are recognized
and treated as gentlemen there—honest, direct men, attending to their own business,
discharging their official duties, and not prostituting their places for the i>urposc of
manufacturing political capital, as is done in numbers of other instances.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Were you in the confederate army ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I was.
Question. What i)osition did you hold ?

Answer. I went into the confederate army as a major of infantry, aud I became a
brigadier general.

Question. You are yourself under disabilities ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; 1 am under disability as a former solicitor and judge.
Question. If you were residing in Vermont, you would be under the same disabilities,

would you not ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; so far as I am individually concerned, I would.
Question. What is it that the people of Alabama complain of as a local discrimina-

tion which would not attach to them in another part of the Union ?

Answer. The local government of the State of Alabama is icyposed on the people of
that particular locality without their consent. They have never consented, either to

the form of government, or to the selection of those who hold the offices. In other
words, our government has been manufactured by Federal authority and without the
consent of the people.

Question. You consider that as the great source of irritation ?

Answej: O, no ; I did not say that. I said that was one of the cau.ses. The great
source of irritation is the degradation attempted to be heaped upon our people by the
authority of the Government.

Question. You mean in that way ?

Answer. No, I do not mean in that way alone.
Question. In what other ways ?

Answer. There are in the State of Alabama, in my opinion, as many as five thousand,
probably ten thousand men who have no right to hold any office. State or Federal, in
the United States. We consider that as simply an act of tyranny contrary to the con-
tract made on the part of the Government of the United States, and that it is done in

wantonness and without any purpose other than to maintain that sort of excitement
which exists in the Northern States, for the purpose of enabling one particular jiolitical

party to control the Government. This is our belief.

Question. You would not have it understood that these five or ten thousand gentle-
men who are disqualified to hold office are the peoiile who are guilty of these outrages
committed by men in disguise ?

Answer. I never said anything of the sort. But I am satisfied that the men who are
disqualified, if they had not been disqualified, and if they could have had the control
of the government of Alabama, as they would have had in any fair political transac-
tion, would have contrived a machinery by which those things would have become
impossible ; because they are not only honorable men, but they are men who are
anxious to preserve a spotless reputation ; they not only do not want to be guilty of
crime, but they do not want to be suspected ; they desire that there shall be no cause
of suspicion of their being guilty of such outrages. I think if the brain of the State
had been allowed to control it, (and when I say "brain" I mean these men who are
accustomed to control,) those disorders would have been very greatly uutigated, not
because those men encourage them, but because the State is now deprived of their ser-

vices in the admiuistration of the law.
Question. How could those men, if they had the power, detect the men who commit

crimes in disguise, any more than the men can who now have charge of aff'airsf

Answer. It is not for me to say how it could be done ; but a firm officer, with the
means of enacting laws aud providing legal machinery, conducted in all its details by
men exjierienced in such business, ought to be able so to provide that some of them
would be caught and punished, and thereby others deterred. That these crimes could
be prevented entirely, I do not believe.

Question. You are not under the impression, then, that, as the government at present
exists iu Alabama, life and property are entirely safe ?
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Answer. Of course they are not entirely safe. I do not consider them entirely safe in
any part of the United States.

Qiicsiion. Do you consider them as safe in Alabama as they are in other parts of the
conn try f

Answer. I do ; I think they are probably safer than in many other parts of the
country.

Question. Safer than in some of the Northern States ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. Then, what good would it do to let those gentlemen now disfranchised take
charge of aflairs, if life and property are already as safe in that State as they are else-
where ?

Answer. It would remove a disgrace. I was going to use too strong an expression
;

I must moderate it.

Question. I meant to ask what good it would do in enforcing the law and protectin"-
life and property ?

°

Ausivnr. It would do good.
Question. How ?

Anstcer. The order which I speak of as prevailing there is the order of a community
\yho have upon them the necessity of individual protection—the necessity of taking
care of their property in looking after these things. The administration of the law in
the courts is ])assably well conducted, except in reference to selling the administration
of the criminal law. That is one of the vices which I have seen there. It is a vice
which I understand prevails to a very great extent ill other places—possibly in this
city and in other cities.

Question. I low many instances of that have you known in Alabama? .

Answer. How many instances have I known f

Question. Or in reference to how many have yon such information as vou rely upon ?

Answer. Well, I think in six, or eight, or ten counties. It is not an uuusual thing :

it is common.
Question. Do those outrages, commonly denominated KuKlnx, outrages, exist more

extensively in those particular counties than elsewhere in the State? ^
Answer. I cannot say that they do. " Ku-Klux " is a name given to offenses of every

kind committed in secret.

Question. By persons in d-isguise ?

Answer. Whether they are disguised or not ; that makes no difference ; and it makes
no difference whetlier the oliense is committed by a negro or a white man, by a demo-
crat on a republican, or by a rci)ublican on a democrat.

Question. My question was, whetlier tliose outrages are more frequent in the counties
where you say justice is sold, tliaii in others.

Answer. I do not think that they are.

Question. Yon arc not able, then, to perceive that this selling of justice, in some five
or six counties, has had anything to do in making these outrages worse or more fre-
quent ?

Answer. Well, sir, I am inclined to think that it may have been another pretext for
these outrages. People might say, " If the offenders were carried to court the solicitor
would let them oft'." That may have been anotlier pretext ; but I do not know that in
the i)articu]ar localities where these offenses have been counnitted, justice is more trifled
with than in other places. What I mean by the safety of life and property in Ala-
bama grows out of the firm will of the people to have the law administered, in contra-
distinction to any special vigor of tlie courts or the officers in carrying it out.

Question. Have you ever heard of bauds of disguised men in other States committing
offenses and not' being detected ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. To any great extent ? I mean outside of the Southern States.
Answer. Yes, sir ; O, yes.
Question. In what localities ?

Answer. Why, in Texas
; before the war it was a very common thing, and it was a

terrible thmg. It got so that a good man could scarcely live in certain sections of the
country.

QufMion. That was a wild disorderly country before the war ?

Answer. No, sir; it was a very well-regulated-community until this organization took
place.

°

. Question. At what time did that organization take place in Texas ?
Answer. Well, I do not recollect exactly

; but the time I am speaking of must have
been about 184G or 1847. It was shortly after (lie admission of Texas into the Union.

Question. You me a lawyer, and your reading has, of coiuse, made vou familiar with
the jurisprudence ol Great Britain, from wliich we derive our jurisprudence. Have
you over heard that within the last hundred years there have l»een in various coun-
ties of Great Britain bauds of men who, in disguise, committed scourgings and mur-
ders, and whom the authorities were not able to detect f
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Ansive): Great numbers of them.

QKCsiio/i. lu England?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

j. .i,- \ ^
Question. Have yon ever heard of them in the Northern States ot this country s

Answer. I do not recollect now that class of offenses in any of the Northern States,

except California, if that may be called one of the Northern States. In England, in

Ireland, and in parts of Scotland
_ . . „ .

The Chairman, (Jlr. Poland.) It seems to me that this line of examination is foreign

to the purpose of our inquiry.

Mr. Pool. I supposed the question was pointedly pertinent, and theretore i put it.

The Chairman, (Mr, Poland.) To go back one hundred years, and inquire into the

condition of other civilized communities, seems to be making a comparison founded

upon general historical knowledge ; and Congress, it seems to me, has not sentus out

upon such an inquiry.
xi ^ -j-xi i. j. ^

Mr. Pool. Well, I will not press the question. But my idea was, that it this state ot

affairs is extraordinary and of recent date, there must be some extraordinary cause,

and I wanted to get at it. ^ -, , ^,

The CnAiRM.Of, (Mr. Poland.) I think the inquiry ought to be conhned to the con-

dition of things in the Southern States. Congress cam make the historical comparison

as well as the witness or we can.

Mr. Pool. I will not press the inquiry.

Question. Did you ever know or hear of the Union Leagues of which you spoke going

in disguise and committing outrages ?

Ansu-er. I have not ; but I have heard of members of them doing it.

Question. In how many instances ? ,^1^1.
Ansu-cr. I have told you of the one in North Alabama. I have heard of several others

where neo-roes have reported that they were whipped for voting the democratic ticket,

and by order of the League. I have heard of such things—numbers of them. I do not

know'of any such fact within my own knowledge.
.

Question. Do you know whether there have been any Leagues in Alabama since the

presidential election ?
, . j^i

• i j.- i

Ansu-er. I do not know that there have been any Leagues there since the presidential

election; but I do know that there have been large meetings of a secret character in

the same places where the Leagues were formerly held, I do not know of the existence

of the Leagues except as a matter of information. The League was a terrible machine

where I lived, according to our understanding of it. '

.1 •
i

Question. You spoke of the whipping of negro girls by a solicitor. \\ hy did you think

that that was for the purpose of manufacturing political capital ?

Answer. Because he was represented to be a bold and bad fanatic, who was engaged

in that sort of work. That is why I attribute it to that cause.

Question. Was he disguised ?

Ansu-er. They say that he was.

Question. Were any persons with him ?

Answer. No one was with him.

Question. Then he did this act as a single individual ?

jHSicer. A single individual.
. .

Question. Have you ever heard of these disguised organizations carrying on their

operations by only one man ?
. r, ^ t

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard of one case ; and it is one of the worst cases that 1 ever

heard of. ' I have no idea that there was any organization about it ; but the killing of

Frank Di"-"S, the ne<''ro who was connected with the mail on the Selma and Meridian

Eailroad—a man of good character, a man whom the white people trusted—was done

by a man in disguise ; and it is generally believed that it was simply the act of a ter-

ribly mean and malicious boy whom this man had prosecuted.

Question. Was there any person acting in concert with him?

Answer. Nobody was seen ; and I have no idea in the world that there was any oae

connected with him.

QMestion. Was it done in a crowd ?

Amicer. Yes. sir.

^uesHon. Had the boy a disguise on?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did he escape ?

^n.Sic«'. He escaped.

r)«c'.s/ia>i. Did no man arrest him ?
., ^, ^ ^ ^-u

Inswer No man could arrest him. He was on the wayside. It was at a place m the

woods where the cars stopped for a supply of wood. While the cars stopped there and

wooded as I am informed, this man, Frank Diggs, was standing at his place somewhere

about the mail-car. Some noise was made that attracted his attention. He stepped to

the door iust as the cars were moving off, and a man stepped up in disguise withm a

few yards of him, shot him, and ran off into tlie woods. That was about the whole ot

that transaction.
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Question. Did any one suppose that that was a crime committed by an organization?

Answer. O, yea, sir ; it has been charged all over the country that it was a terrible
" Ku-Klux outrage ;" and I will say that for the purpose of making political capital it

is the general habit to charge every such thing as a " Ku-Klux outrage."

Question. Is it charged that it was done in pursuance of an order from an organiza-

tion ?

Ansiver. O, yes ; that is the general charge made in our section of the country by
our enemies—men who desire to slander us and make us appear as mean as they can.

An act like that—the act of a bad, malicious, vindictive boy committing a murder—is

charged on the whole community by our enemies, and I think simply for the purpose

of making political capital ; for this very occurrence was charged in the newspapers of

the town where I live as being the result of a combination of the community to

deprive this man, Frank Diggs, of the office he held.

Question. Was the boy ever arrested ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Has he ever been found out ?

Answer. He has never been found out. The one whom we supposed to be the crimi-

nal has never been seen since. That is another reason why we believe him to be the

assassin. tt

Question. He has left the community ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he ran off. He has been searched for very diligently ; and I have
no doubt he has been indicted for the murder, though I do not know tlie fact. There
is no means of knowing in my State, legally, whether an indictment has been found or

not, until tlic party is arrested. The indictment' is not a matter of record until the

arrest of the ]>arty.

Question. Of how many cases of outrage in the State of Alabama by men in disguise

have yon any reliable information i Can you approximate to the number ?

Ansiver. Well, sir, I should suppose twelve or lifteen.

Question. Twelve or fifteen in the whole State ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, in the whole State, by various parties, white and black, all put
together. I am speaking of those I have any information about.

Question. You mean those you have heard of from reliable sources ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; upon such statements as I would give credence to ordinarily.

Question. Do you think that any act of the United Slates Government of which you
have complained has any connection whatever with those twelve or fifteen cases?

Answer. Well, sir, I would not like to take the responsibility of tracing them to any
act of the United States. I think they are the result of a terrible war that has left in

society at the South a very bad element, and has thrown in upon us an equally vicious

element as a governing power.
Question. Supposing the acts of the Government of the United States to have been

so obnoxious to the people there as you describe them to be, and that these bad ele-

ments following (he war existed in your midst, or came down among you, is not the

result of only soujc fifteen of these acts of violence rather insignificant ?

Answer. I "do not know that I understand the question.

Question. Taking in view the legislation of which you complain so bitterly, and the

fact that after a protracted and desperate war a crowd of lawless men was turned
loose among j-ou, and another crowd of vicious men came down there, is it not ratlier

an insignificant result that there should be onlj- some fifteen of these outrages in the

whole State'/

Answer. I have no idea but that there have been a great many more cases ; but I do
not know anything of them. But it does appear marvelous that order has been pre-

served in my country as well as it has been. It has been preserved by force of the

stern will of the public. It is preserved in certain neighborhoods by the will of one
man. I am satisfied it has been preserved in my county by the will of the people, and
not by the law. My opinion is that law can never be efficiently administered in any
republican government except by the will of the people themselves.

Question. When you speak of the people, do you mean the white people, or both col-

ored and white ?

Answer. I mean the governing people, no matter who thqy are, white or black.

Question. Do not all the people of Alabama- now vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they all have a right to A'ote. I mean to say there is no distinc-

tion. Every citizen of a certain sort and withiu defined limits has the right to vote

—

substantially every citizen over twenty-one years of age, and who has not been con-

victed of certain crimes.

QucMion. You mean that no man is disfranchised from the use of tlie ballot ?

Answer. Except for crime ; that Wiis not so by the constitution of our State as

originally I'nvmed, and as Congress forced it upon us. It is so, in my opinion, by the

will of the black peoi)le themselves; and the governing reason why it is so, is what I

have stated.

Question. Did not your legislature at its very first session take advantage of the
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provision of the constitution which allowed them to remove that disability, and
remove it ?

Answer. Yes, sir; they removed it.

Question. At once ?

Atistcer. Yes, sir; at the demand of the republican party, and it would, in my
opinion, be done to-morrow throughout the United States, if the colored men in my
State had control of the question.

Question. Do you mean to say that the colored people of Alabama are in favor of
general amnesty ? «

Amioer. Without any doubt in the world. The reason why some men oppose it, is

simply for their own individual ends. The member of Congress from my district is a
colored man—a man of brains and will; and he is very decidedly in favor of the
removal of disabilities, if he could have his way; and I'have no doubt he will try to
have it, because he is a man of will.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. He or somebod;^ else carried a majority of the House with him.
Answer. Yes, sir; we have been laboring and toiling so long under these troubles

that I am afraid we are not so charitable as we ought to be, when action so decided in
one House is so little regarded in the other by members of the same political party. I
am afraid we are sometimes not so thankful as we ought to be for the favors we do get.

Queslion. Did the white people of Alabama, before the reconstruction policy of Con-
gress went into effect there, allow the colored men to testify in the courts ?" I mean
was it done by the State before that time ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was done by the first legislature which assembled after the war;
that body allowed the colored people to testify in courts of justice in all cases in
which a colored man had any interest ; but the right was qualihed ; it was uot given
in the universal form in which it is enjoyed by white men.

Question. What was the restrictiou ?

Ansivcr. There was no restriction ; this was an enlargement, and the enlargement
was to the extent I speak of. By the law, as it existed before the war, a negro was not
a competent witness in a court of justice in any case in which he was to testify against
a white man. He was received as a witness where any man of his own color was on
trial.

Question. You mean in a State case?
Answer. Of course. The slaves had no civil suits in our courts then. Tlie first legis-

latirre after the Avar provided that in all cases in which a negro was a party it should
be no objection to any witness that he was of mixed blood or a negro. In other words,
such jjersons were allowed to testify in cases in which black men had any interest.

Question. Were they allowed to sit upon a jury under any circumstances?
Answer. It was not so ordered by the law. But they did sit upon the juries.

Question. Before reconstruction 1

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They sat upon juries by order of the military.

Question. Was that before reconstruction ?

Answer. It is hard to know Avhere reconstruction began.
Question. Was it before the passage of the reconstruction acts?
Answer. It was before that.

Question. Did the white people of Alabama, when they had control of the State, allow
negroes to sit on juries at all?

Answer. They never did prior to the adoption of the present constitution of the
State.

Question. If they had control of the State now, do you suppose they would suffer

negroes to sit on juries ?

Answer. Without any doubt in the world, so far as I am advised.
Question. Do you think that they would allow them to testify in the courts without

restriction ?

Answer. I have no doubt of it—without any restriction whatever.
Question. Would they allow tliem to vote at the ballot-box?
AnswHT. Yes, sir ; I think they would allow them to vote. But there would be a hard

fight between those in favor of universal voting and those in favor of a qnalilied suf-

frage. My opinion is that there would be an eti'urt to impose some restrictions, hut that
the imposition of restrictions would not ultimately be made; for this reason : It could
not be made except by a general law applying to all classes ; and although I never
was a politician, or engaged in any political work myself, I have observed politicians

enough to know that it takes a man of very great nerve—more than we ordinarily
find in this country—to impose any property or educational qualitication on white
voters ; couse((nently, as the qualification would have to apply to white voters as well
as black, it would not, in all probability, be made.

Question. Would they allow negroes to hold office ?

Answer. I have no doubt they would.
Question. You think they would ?



Answer. Yes, sir; I thiuk they -would allow tliein to hold such offices as they could
get.

Question. Theu what is the complaint of the people of Alabama in regard to the
reconstruction policyof Congress as it is now in force ?

Ansiver. That the government was imposed on us without our consent.
Question. I am not speaking of the origin of the government. Leaving that out,

what is the objection to it now ?

Answer. Well, sir, we never leave that out. An American never can and never will

leave out of view the fact that a government is imposed on him entirely without his
consent, and that the officers uuder it are elected without his consent.

Question. Then you do not complain so much of the policy itself as of the manner
in which it was put upon you ?

Ansiver. The manner in which it was put upon us was the great thing, of course, so
far as our objection is concerned. We think it was put upon us in ntter detiauce of any
rule of law. We submitted to the military. We never questioned a military order at
all ; and we never complained to any great extent. But we do not believe that under
our form of government there is any human agency that can make a constitution for

a State other than the i^eople of the State.

Question. Do you think that if that constitution were now withdrawn, and you were
allowed to fix up matters for yourselves, the white people of the State would allow
negroes to testify in the courts, to sit on juries, to vote at the ballot-box, and to hold
office ?

;

Anstoer. Yes, sir ; I believe all those privileges would be accorded to the negro ulti-

mately. I have no idea that there will come a time during the ijresent form of this

Government in which there will be any restriction on sufirage in any part of the United
States so far as it is now enjoyed. Itepublican governments never go backward into
any conservative restrictions. They go forward sometimes into the wildest forms of
democracy.

Question. Then the manner in which this constitution was imposed upon you is the
main cause of complaint?

Answer. I never said that.

Question. It was one of the main causes ?

Answer. I liavo said it was one of the causes, and a very considerable cause.
Question. How long will it be before the people of Alabama will cease to complain of

that?
Ansiver. As at present existing, never.
Question. I mean the manner in which the constitution was imposed ?

Answer. Never.
Question. Then there is no remedy for the evil effect which that act has, in your

judgment, produced ?

Answer. To some extent, there is a remedy. The only remedy I know, so far, is

either to send officers there and force us to obadience, or to restore to the State its equal
rights with the other States. The Constitution as it now exists is not the truth. Wo
are represented as a system of confederated equal States. It is not the truth in my part
of the country. We are not equal, and we never shall be satisfied until we are equal.

Question. That is, you are not equal because your constitution was imposed upon
you without your consent ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it was imposed upon us without our consent. Not only that, but
we were deprived of the brain-power of the State in making our constitution.

Question. What, in your opinion, would be the remedy for the evil produced by that
state of feeling in Alabama? llow can this Government remedy it ? By submitting
the constitution again ?

Answer. O, no. We do not want to go back into anarchy. It has been represented
that we are in favor of tearing up that constitution by the roots, upsetting our gov-
ernment, and declaring everything null and void from the beginning. But outside of
our supreme court, I have seen no indications of that spirit of tearing up things by
the roots. AVe wish to be accorded the riglit to have a constitution modeled according
to the will of the people, allowing the present constitution and government to stand
just so long as the peopU; do not choose to alter it—recognizing it and submitting to
it, altliough wo know, as a people, and know as lawyers, that it is not an enactment
in any constitutional form. At least that is our opinion ; and I have never seen a law-
yer in my life who would give an opinion to the contrary. I have seen politicians
who would speak otherwise; but I have never heard any lawyer, North or South, who,
giving liis opinion as a lawyer, would say dift'erently.

Question. Your present constitution ])rovides that the rote for governor, as well as
perhaps some other State officers, may be canvassed as provided by law. When there
was a controversy between Governor Smith and Governor Lindsay, the vote was
counted by the legislature in viohition of an injunction from some court?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I imagine that the chairman of this committee would smilo at
the idea of a court enjoining a legislature. It is a thing I have never read of in any
law book.
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Question. Who are the judges of yonr supreme court ?

Answer. Judge E. Woolsey Peck
Qiiesiion. Was he ever on the beuch before ? •

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he was ou the bench before. He is a man of very decided learning,
and of very high character. He is an old and feeble man, but, as I believe, a man of
earnest purpose to do right. He is very bitter in some of his prejudices, but is au
earnest, honest man.

Question. Has he great knowledge of the law ?

Ansivei: He has had great knowledge of law, but he is now, I should suppose, some
seventy years of age, and very feeble.

Question. Was he on your supreme court before the war ?

Answer. No, sir.

Qtwstion. Was he on the bench at all before the war?
Ansxivr. Yes, sir.

Question. Name another judge of your supreme court ?

Ansirer. Thomas M. Peters.

Question. What sort of a man is he?
The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) What is the object of this line of examination ?

Mr. Pool. My object is to come to the point with regard to this iuj unction which I

understand was granted by the supreme court, aud I wish to inquire afterward as to
the reason why the legislature did not provide for canvassing this vote.

An.sioer. The supreme court never granted the injunction. It was issued, by a judge
of the supreme court.

Question. Which judge?
Ans7rer. Judge Saftold.

Question. I thought it was issued by the whole bench ?

Ansiver. O, no, sir ; it never could have issued from the whole beuch.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. It was issued by Judge Saffokl as chancellor?
Answer. Well, all the judges exercise the chancery power of granting an injunction

returnable in the chancery court.

. Question. Each judge is a chancellor?
Answer. Yes, sir; pi'O hac vice. That injunction was granted by a young man who

is on the supreme court bench—a man of good brain, who was a man of large fortune

before the war.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Did not the question come before your supreme court at all ?

Answer. It never did.

Question. Can you tell why the legislature did not provide by law for the propei

canvassing of that vote, so that both parties might be heard?
Ansxccr. The constitution provides that in reference to certain officers, including the

governor, elections may be contested in such manner as is provided by law. The con-

test is to be carried on in the legislature itself, in joint convention ; and there is no
manner necessary to be prescribed by law, except mere rules. The contest could have
been made just as well in the present shape of the law, as it ever could after provision

had been made by law. The application could have been made to the legislature ; the

documents could have been submitted ; a joint convention could have been had, and
rules could have been prescribed. Nothing but rules have to be prescribed, because

the legislature, in this matter, is supreme ; the joint convention of the legislature can
make the law as they go on. It is the legislative body that is the judge. The olyection

that there was no form prescribed by law was simply au excuse for a thing that was
attempted to be done illegally. That is all.

Question. I understand that the supreme court judge who granted the injunction

intended it to be temporary, until the legislature could provide by law, as the consti-

tution required, for the canvassing of the vote. That is the suggestion which lias

been made here.

Answer. Well, sir, 1 don't know what the judge meant ; I only know that he enjoined

the legislature, or rather the president of the senate, from counting the votes ;
and that

was the excuse—that the legislature had not provided the rules by which the contest

could be made when, in fact, the legislature was the court in which the contest was to

be tried. I never saw any foundation for any such excuse, aud I do not believe in law
there is any foundation. I think that Congress, when it has to try any such question,

can make the rules by which to try it, unless provision has been made iu the matter

by superior authority.
Question. Do you know whether there is, in the State of Alabama, any organization

of men whose object is to resist the reconstruction policy of Congress, by influencing

the votes especially of colored men at the ballot-box; that is, by nullifying by local

^iole^ce the exercise of suffrage ?

Answer. I do not believe any such society exists or ever did exist in that State.

Question. Do you know of any secret political organization in that State at all, othci

the than Union League ?
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Ansjcer. I know of combinations of these men, of Tvliom I have already spoken ; I

know it from information ; and I have no doubt they exist ; but I do not believe they
have any political purposes. I believe the Union League had for its main object a
political purpose, and that it was xirostituted to worse purposes.

Question. You do not believe there is any counter-organization of a political charac-

ter in the State ?

Answer. There is a political organization of the democrats.

Question. I mean a secret political organization.

Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard of any such thing ; I do not believe any such
thing ever existed.

Question. la any portion of the State of Alabama?
Answer. No, sir ; in no portion of the State.

Question. You do not think that any outrage has been committed by men in disguise,

for the purpose of influencing voters, or intimidating them, prior to an election?

Answer. I do not believe it.

Question. You do not believe that it has been done, in any instance, in your State ?

Answer. No, sir. I believe that acts of violence have been perj)etrated by men, for

malicious purposes of their own, or for the purpose of executing what they pretended

vras the law, on supposed criminals.

Question. Does this character of violence of which we are speaking produce any
state of intiuiidatiou, which keeps men from voting, or ma,kes them vote otherwise

than they would desire to vote?
Answer. I have never seen or known any indications of it. The conditiou of things

in West Alabama—the gceat falling oh' of the vote there—was much spoken of by the

republican ])ress in our country, and also by the republican leaders. That was one

of the grounds alleged, I think, in the bill which Governor Smith tiled for this injunc-

tion—tliat there had been that sort of intimidation; but I never heard anything of it

;

and I inquired particularly in reference to that matter. I have no doubt that that

violence in Eutaw did have an effect both Avays. It had an effect to lose the democrats

a portion of the negro vote ; and it also had an effect toward intimidating the negroes

;

it must have had some such effect. I have no doubt it operated in both ways.

Question. The violence at Eutaw was by a mob ; there was no disguise about that ?

Ansicer. No, sir; that was a mere mob on both sides; it was a mob fighting a mob.
Queylion. You have no information of any terrorism or alarm on the part of the

colored men in any portion of the State that would be calculated to deter them from

exercising the elective franchise ?

Answer. 1 know great numbers of instances where colored men have been deterred

by colored men. It is the common habit of the country for them to require men of

their own color to vote with them.

Qu-estisn. But y(m know of no instance of a condition of intimidation and terrorism

among the colored people on account of these disguised marauders?

Answer. I do not know of any such thing, and I do not believe it exists in any part

of the State. I believe these bad combinations exist, but not for any such purpose.

I have not seen any indication of it at all.

Question. Is there among any class of the people there a general dread of these com-

binations?
Answer. 0,ves, sir.

Question. Is that dread confined principally to the colored people?

Answer. Yes, sir; it jn-evails principally among the colored people.

Question. Does that dread extend to dcimocrats?

Anszver. Yes, sir. There have been a good many cases of men being " Ku-Klnxed,"'

as we call it, by the Ku-Klux. In other words, in all such organizations, as the history

of the world shows, bad men cannot carry on their purposes in combination without

falling out among themselves. No doubt there arc instances of that sort—of their com-

mitting all sorts of depredations on themselves.

Question. On each other ?

Ansivcr. O, yes, sir; on each other.

Qucslion. Have you heard of any instance of that kind ?

Answer. I have heard that tha't was the case in one or two instances in West Ala-

bama—in rickens and Sumter Counties. So far as the particular locality where I live

is concerned, I am satisfied that there never was any secret organization of any kind

since the war except the Loyal League. I mean any secret combination in the par-

ticular locality. I am not speaking of the State now ; I am .speaking of my county. I

am satisfied that such secret combinations never existed there ; there never were any
manifestations of it.

Question. Did aTiy individual ever admit to you, or intimate to yon, so that yon un-

derstood it, that he was a member of any such organization ?

Anmva: Ntiver in the world. I never heard a man intimate any such thing.

Question. Do you believe that any good, respectable men—men of standing and of

reputation—men t)f substance—have belonged Avithin the last twelve months to any

6uch organization in your State ?
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Answer: Well, sir, I caunot say. I never have known anj^ one of them. I cannot
draw the distinction in my mind. Whether they have been men of reputation or not,
they have been doing very bad acts ; and for that reason I would liopo that no man
of reputation was concerned; but, as to whether there were or were not such men en-
gaged in it, it would be a matter of the veriest conjecture if I should undertake tc
speak upon that point.

Question. Have there been any public meetings of the white citizens of that country
to denounce these acts so as to bring public odium to bear against them "?

Ansicer. Well, sir, they have been denounced in the meetings of the white people
there. I do not remember any meetings called specially for that purpose, but I have
seen them denounced in the very strougest terms by public acts and public meetings.

Questmi. By resolutions passed ?

Answer. O, yes, sir ; by resolutions passed.
Question. In what particular county ?

Answer. In Dallas County, I remember to have seen things of that sort. They did
not call these men by the name of Ku-Klux, which you use here ; but they spoke of
lawless acts committed by combinations of men, and they denounced them in the most
unmeasured terms.

Question. Did they refer to these acts committed by disguised men ?

Answer. They did not refer to those specially, because, when men commit these terri-

ble acts of outrage, we cannot see the distinction as to whether they are disguised or
not. I do not see any distinction upon that ground in the nature orthe danger of the
crime.

Question. Are not crimes more dangerous when committed by an organization in (>Is-

guise than when done by a single individual not disguised ?

Answer. O, yes ; but where men combine together to commit these great outrages, I
do not know that the mere disguise does any harm.

Question. Does not the disguise enable them to evade the law ?

Ansiver. It heljts them to do it ; but they can and do provide other means of doing it.

They commit great crimes, and escape punishment by combination. The peoi^le of
Alabama, except this bad element, are just as much opposed to real criminals—to the
men who have committed these very otienses of which we are speaking, whether they
be white people or black—as any other community on earth. Of course, the men
themselves do not want to be punished.

Question. What course have the newspapers in your State pursued in regard to these
matters ? Have any class of newspapers ofl'ered any suggestions in palliation of these
outrages?

Answer. Yes, sir ; some newspapers have offered suggestions in palliation.

Question. What were those suggestions ?

Answer. They gave various excuses. When one of these terrible outrages has been
committed, I have seen a sort of palliation given on the ground of some offense that
the victim was supposed to have committed. For instance, I remember to have seen a
report of a man being hanged who had committed a rape ; and the enormity of the
rape was paraded as some extenuation for hanging him.

Question. Have any other palliations been given, or have there been palliations in any
other cases than that ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question, By the public press ?

A^isiver. I am satislied it has been done by some newspapers.
Question. State the character ef the palliating circumstances brought forward or

alleged.

Answei: They have been of the sort I have named^ whenever I have seen any pallia-

tion at all. I have seen a great many articles denouncing these things as being with-
out the possibility of palliation, even if the facts alleged as excuses did exist.

Question. But you have seen in some cases palliations in newspapers ?

Answer. 0, yes, certainly I have.
Question. You mentioned, as one of the palliating circumstances which had been

given, the fact that a crime was alleged to have been committed by the individual upon
whom the outrage was perpetrated ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Can you name any other palliation which has been offered.

Answer. I do not remember now any other.

Question. Did you ever see it urged in new^spapers as a XJalliation that there were
Leagues in existence ?

Answer. I never heard that given as an excuse for any such crime.
Question. Did you ever hear mentioned, in any such connection as im])licd it was

intended as a palliation, the fact that there was corruption in your State government,
or that your county officers were not what they should be ?

Answer. I have seen such an attempt at justification or palliation—a suggestion that
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if the alleged criminals had been brought before the courts they would have been
allowed to escape.

Question. Have you ever heard any action of the United States Government since the
war urged as a palliation ?

Ansicer. I don't think I ever did.

Question. What is the politics of the papers that generally urge these jialliations

?

Answer: They are of both politics.

Question. Do they represent both parties ?

Answer. Yes, sir; my experience is that with some exceptions the papers on both
sides excuse the crimes committed or supposed to have been committed by their mem-
bers whenever they can have any political effect, whether the papers be democratic or
republican. There are a considerable number of exceptions to that rule, but that is

the general rule. Where a fact will tend to damage the party the party newspapers do
not want it to go out without some excuse. That applies generally, so far as I know,
to mere political organizations. There are, however, editors, and I hope a considerable
number of them, who elevate themselves above such things.

By Mr. Cobukx :

Question. You said something about the people in your State being degraded and
treated as inferiors. How should they have been treated, in your opiuiou? What
treatment would have satislied them after the war was over ?

Answer. Well, sir, if the United States had treated the people of the Southern States
according to the contract made with them at the time thej'^ surrendered their arms, and
had ^ade no distinctions in the law between men of different sections except on
account of the crimes of which they may have been convicted, I believe, candidly, that
there would not have been one particle of political nuuiuur in my country ; 1 believe
that we would scarcely have known the distinction between the democratic and the
republican party.

Question. Do you mean to suggest that no distiiictions should have been applied to
the people of the South who had been in rebellion ; that thcj' should have been at once
admitted to all political rights and privileges without any conditions wliatever ?

Answer. We thought that as you averred we were traitors, we ought to have been
tried for treason by a jury, or we ought to have been entirely cxeuipted from any
punishment.

Question. And that tliere should have been no altered condition as to the political
rights of anybody in those States that had been in rebellion?
Answer. I do not believ^e there ought to have been any. So far as slavery is con-

cerned, it, of course, was abolished by the war.
Question. You said something about a contract. Do the people down there pretend

to say and believe that there was any contract made at the time to which you refer ?

Atiswh. W^ithOut doubt there was a contract.
Question. Was that a contract ?

Answer. Undoubtedly.
Question. How long do you suppose your pepple could have carried on the war if they

had undertaken to continue it?

Ansu-cr. It could have been carried on, in all probability, for.twenty years.
Question. After the surrender of Lee ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And the surrender of Johnston?
Answer. O, yes, sir. Johnston had an open country in his rear. The war could

have been carried on for years. Of course, it would have been a desultory, guerrilla
warlare.

Question. You do not understand the surrender to have been an unconditional sur
render ?

Ausivcr. Of course if the United States mean anything by promises, it was not an
unconditional surrender. If the word of the general commanding thi' army in the field,

sanctioned by the President, means anything, it was not an uucoiiditionalsarronder.
Question. You consider the parole of a prisoner who is already captured as a part of

the condition of surrender?
Ansucr. We were not captured. The parole was agreed upon before our arms were

surrendered.
Question. That is the point of law, then, that your people make in relation to that

matter?
ylnswer. O, no; they do not nuike it as a point of law ; they UKite it as a point of com-

mon honesty in the (leaiing of a nation toward its people.
Question. You say that the jjcople of Alabama have a hostility agr.inst the Govern-

ment and against the administration. How far does that hostility go? I want to
know the extent of it.

Ansu-cr. It goes to this extent : we feel that we are living under the condomnatioii
of the law, and that we are so livir <x by the judgment of the legislative branch of the
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Govorument, wliich has no power to pass such judgments. We have a feeling of very-
great dislike toward that form of government.

Question. Then you mean to say that it is not a mere ordinary political difFerence ?

Ansivei: O, no, sir; it is not a political difference. This question rises greatly above
any political question. It is not a political question.

Quesiion. Then, if you do not consider it a iiolitical difference, how do you propose to
act in reference to that hostility to the Government?

Aiisivei: We do not propose to act at all, except to endure it as long as we can ; that
is all.

Quesiion. Do you mean to say th-at you expect to endure it only up to the time when
you get power to overthrow and destroy it?

Answer. No, sir; I do not mean to say that, hecause I can see no possible contingency in
the future when there would l)e any sense in questioning the authority of the Govern-
ment of the United States. Therefore I say there is no intention ou the part of our
people to undertake to overthrow the authority of the United States.

Question. When you talk about the people of Alabama, do you mean all the people of
Alabama, or do you mean only the democratic party ?

Ansiar. I mean the white people of Alabama, without distinction of party.
Question. When vou talk about the people of Alabama being degraded, and treated

as inferiors, you do not mean to say that the colored people havebeen degraded and
treated as inferiors ?

Ansirer. No, sir; I do not mean to say that. But there are a large number of colored
men in Ahibama, who cannot honestly hold Federal office—a veiy large number. lu
that seuse they are degraded. It is not in what we sutler actually that we are degraded.
It is the intention of the party to degrade us ; that i.s the crime that we complain of.

Question. After the Union men of the country had contended four years for the life of
the nation against every effort of a portion of the southern people, do you not think
there would naturally and reasonably be a distrust in their minds in relation to endow-
ing at once with political rights the enemies Avhom they had been opposing?

Ansiver. I do not believe any such distrust exists.

Question. Do you not think it is in human nature to entertain such distrust?
A)iswer. I do not believe it exists. I believe it is a mere jiretext for carrying on ^he

war after the war has terminated, and that merely for party purposes. I do not believe
any educated, sensible man thinks there is a shadow of danger of any rebellion at the
South. I do not believe that one educated, intelligent man in any part of the United
States has any such helief.

Question. But, aside from a rebellion, might it not be unsafe to intrust people under
those circumstances with full political power? Is not that a point which you
concede ?

Answer. Yes ; it certainly would be un.safe politically, because we would make great
changes in that respect, and I hope we would makt» them for the better. It woukl be
unsafe to the party in power; there is no tliuibt about that; but I think it would be
perfectly safe to the Government.

Question. Might it not be unsafe to the Government to intrust political power in the
hands of men who had been attempting for four years, by every effort, to destroy that
Government ?

Answer. That question goes l)ack to the point I was stating ; and that is, that the
party in power undertake, through the legislative authority of the Governmeut, to
pass judical sentence on the people of our country, to the effect that they are degraded,
and unworthy to be trusted; and we think they pass that sentence merely for political

purposes.
Question. You spoke of stringent laws passed, for fear of interference by democrats

with colored voters. Was there no such danger ?

Answer. I cannot say that there was not; we never tried it; and I do not know
whether there was or not.

Question. Were there not at that time very many men who were violent and over-

bearing in their treatment of the negroes?
Ansirer. I cainiot say that there were very many ; I know there were some.
Question. Would it not l)e natural for the white men who had been the masters

of these very colored men to treat them with more rudeness and violence, and a greater
disregard of their rights, than they would treat white men?
Answer. No, sir ; it would not have been natural iit all.

Question. Not if they differed with them in political opinion?
Ansirer. No, sir; it would not be natural at all. The fact is, that where I live the

former masters of the negroes are more indulgent to them in respect to their mis-
doings and their crimes than any other class of the community.

Quesiion. What other class is not so indulgent?
Answer. There are two classes.

Question. Tell me one of them.
Answer. Especially the northern men, who have come down there without character,

26
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and obtained control of plantations. They are one class of men -whom the negi'o

fears more than anybody else.

Qiu'sttoii. Why does the npgro fear them ?

AuHurr. Because of their cruelty and hardness.

Qiicslion. Will they not allow him his political rifrhts?

JiiNicer. O, yes; every one of them, because the negro votes for their party.

Qiie-'^tioii. Then the negroes are not afraid of those northern men interfering with
elections?
J*m-er. O, no, sir.

Question. Then the law in reference to elections was not made to guard against

them ?

Answer. No, sir.

(Jiiestion. Whom was that stringent law intended to guard against?
Answer. Jly opinion has been, on a fair judgment of the whole law, that it was

framed for the purpose of preventing the democrats from seeing into how the polls

•were managed, and the votes counted, and to deprive tliem of the opportunity of

objecting to persons giving in their votes. The legislature no doubt thought there

would be attempts at intimidation on the part of the white people ; that was one of

the reasons. But the main purpose, as it seemed to me, (and I think a fair judgment
of the law will sustain that conclusion,) was to prevent auy sort of interference with
the election, either for the purpose of intimidation, or for the purpose of investigation.

Question. You said that at the polls the reput)licans made some kind of passage-way

—

a chute or something of that kind—through which voters had to pass to the polls ?

Answer. I said the negroes did that.

Question. Were they democratic negroes or republican negroes?
Ansicer. Republican negroes.
Question. Do you not know that such structures by which men pass to the polls are

Yeiy connnou all over the country ?

Answer. No, sir ; I never .saw any such thing in my life before the introduction of the
republican party into Alabama.

(Jiitstion. Where are these structures ?

Answer. They are around the polls. The thing I speak of is not a lane going np to

t"- (• polls. I have seen such a thing as that, to prevent men who are waiting with their

ballots from pressing forward, and getting aheail of one another. This is not anything
of that sort.

Question. How far is this from the polls ?

Antwer. I think the law requires that anything of this kind shall be forty feet or

forty steps away from the ]k)11s.

Question. Do you say that the law requires these chutes?
Answer. O. no, sir ; but it keeps them oft" that distance.

Question. You describe this as a place voters have to go through. What is it ?

Answer. It is nothing but a gate.

Question. Where is the gate 'i

Answer. I have generally seen it at the conrt-house fence.

Question. Cannot voters go around the gate ?

Answer. They are not allowed to do it.

Question. How are they prevented ?

. Answer. By the assemblage of a nuiltitude of negroes.
Question. Cannot a man get over the fence ?

Answer. He could, if he chose to do so by force, or chose to make a personal point

of it.

Question. What force would prevent him from getting over the fence ?

Ansicer. He could demand his rights, and if anybody got in his way, tell them to

get out.

Question. Did you ever know a single instance in which a ticket was taken from a
negro, and he compelled to vote another ticket, contrary to his will ?

Answer. I never did ; but I have seen many instances where the ticket wiv.s taken
from a negro voter and changed.

Question. Can these negro voters all read their tickets?
Aitswer. Not one-third of them.
Question. Do not the vast majority of those negroes ardently desire to vote the repub-

lican ticket ?

AnMier. I believe that a very large majority do desire to vote the republican ticket.

Question. How many desire to vote the democratic ticket ?

Answer. I cannot state that with any accuracy.
Question. Do you believe there are more than a very few ?

Answer. O. yes, there is a large number in my section of the country.
Question. What proportion ?

Answer. A considerable portion. In my county we have from .seven thousand to

eight thousand negro voters, and something Hke two thousand white voters. I give

I
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an approximation to the fij^iires, with no particular accuracy. Well, I have seen an
many as one hundred at one little town vote the democratic ticket square out, pub-
licly, and Avithout any sort of intimidation.

Qitention. What democratic ticket ; the ticket for President ?

Aitsurr. O, no, it was a local election. -

Qiustian. Tiwt wlien it comes to general politics, are there many negroes who vote the
democratic ticket ?

An^we^: I have no doulit that there will be a large number.
Question. How many do you call a large nnmber ; one-fifth, one-tenth, or one-twen-

tieth ?

Answer. I think there will be fully one-tenth in my State—probably considerably
more. As the negroes become educated and think for themselves, they divide off be-
tween political parties, just as white men do.

Question. You spoke of there being intimidation of black men by black men as to
Toting. Have you not heard that in certain coimtiesin your State black men are pre-
vented from voting by the democrats '?

Answer. I never heard of sucli a thing.

Question. Have you not heard of it in the northwestern part of the State ?

Answer. I have never heard of any such thing in any shape or form, except perhaps
in reference to a county called Winstoi-i.

Question. Where is Winston ?

Answer. In the northern middle i)art of the State. It is the third county from the
Tennessee line.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. It was not the democrats who prevented the negroes from voting there ?

Ansicer. I do not know who prevented them from voting ; but the peoijle there, as 1

understood, were unwilling that the negroes should live there, and would not let them
vote or do scarcely auythiug else.

Question. Do not the white people of that county vote the repiihlican ticket?
An.'fwer. My remembrance is that it is about equally divided, the republicans having

a small majority, and probably both parties uniting on this view.

By Mr. Coburn:
Question. Have you any knowledge with reference to the State of Alabama generally

which will justify you in making a certain and general statement as to this matter?
Anstrei: What matter?
Que,stion. Whether there are not manjj- places in the State where the negroes are by

intimidation prevented almost entirely fi'om voting ?

Answei: I do not believe in the existence of any such intimidation in any considera-
ble part of the State. I have had no information of any such intimidation in any part
of the State, except in the county of Winston.

Question. You spoke about the tax of live cents a pound on cotton. Did you mean
to say that the Government has unjustly taken any other property than that? If so,

to what do you refer—to slaves ?

Ansicer. O, no, sir; slavery was abolished by the war.
Question. Did you mean to say that any other property was unjustly taken from them

than the five cents a pound on cotton ?

Answer. I do not think that the Government of the United States, so far as I no'w
recollect, has taken any other property by anything that appeared to be the intention
of the Government. Property has been taken in large ciuautities by officers of the
Government ; but my impression is that they acted beyond the intention of the law and
without legal authority.

W.^SHixGTON, D. C, July G, 1871.

Hon. JAMES L. PUGH sworu and examined.

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) This witness, having been summoned at t"he request
of the minority of the committee, will be first examined by some member of the mi-
nority.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Where do you live ?

Ansica: In Eufaula, Barbour County, Alabama.
Question. How long have you lived in Alabama?
Ansicer. About forty-seven years ; thirty-seven years in the place where I now reside

;

and the whole time within fifty miles of Eufaula.
Question. What public i)ositions have you '.-.eld in the State ?

Ansicer. Well, sir, I have been on two Presidential electoral tickets. In 1859 and



404 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

i860 I represented tliat district iu the Congress of the United States. I represented

the same district four years in the confederate congress. I have never held any State

office.

Question. I have asked these qnestions in order to ascertain yonr facilities for know-
ing the present condition of the StateVith regard to the security of life and i)roi)eity,

and the enforcement of the law. Give the committee, if yon please, a statement in re-

gard to that matter, as full as you may see proper.

Avswer. Well, sir, so far as my personal knowledge of facts and personal observation

are concerned, I am satisfied that there are no people anywhere in the United States

who are more loyal to the Government, and who favor more the full execution of the

laws, both State and Federal, than the ])eople where I reside. I never have heard of

any interference with freedom of speech. I have never heard of any outrage upon
the person and property of any individual, white or black, that could l)e tracetl to

any political causes, or to hostility between the races. I have practiced law where I

now live for thirty years. I have mingled with the people socially, jwlitically, and in

my profession ; and* I do not think I can be mistaken«when I say that they are law-

abiding and orderly—as much so as any people anywhere. The republican candidates

and speakers have been through my part of the State iu many elections. They have
always addressed the jieople in my town without any interruption, and without any
personal indignities, so far as I know or have heard. I have discussed these questions

with the candidates myself. In the la-st election Mr. Morse, Avho ran for the office of

attorney general, agreed with me upon terms of discussion. He gave me one hour and
a half to open, and he concluded without limit. There were two or three thousand

per.sons present; and I never saw people more orderly or resiiectful. I have been can-

vassing that county and district for a good many years. I have been iu numy elections,

and I am [lerfectly satisfied that there have been fewer outbreaks, fewer fights, and
less bitterness manifested, less apprehension of trouble on election days, than there was
before the war. I do not think there can be found a witness who would establish any
facts that would interfere with the truth of that statement or the correctness of that

0])inion.

Qiioition. Do you practice law ?

J/fsiccr. Yes, sir.

(Jticiiiion. In how many counties?
Answer. There are about six counties in my circuit.

Question. And what you say is ai)plicable especially to those counties?

J»/.s!(<'r. Yes, sir. There are two of the counties whose courts I have not been in

within two years. My practice is confined ]>retty much to my own county, and the

county below me on the Chattahoochee River. I go to the others occasionally, but I

have not attended court in Pike and Cofi'ee Connties for two years. Wt; have a city

court in Eufaula ; and the judge of that court, in his charge to the grand jury, alluded

to the general lawlessness in the country, and said something which embraced the county

of Barbour. There was a general expression of surprise at it. The grand jury he

charged was composed of eighteen members. Six of them were white democrats;

one of them a white republican—a nephew of the judge him.self; and eleven were
colored men who were republicans, selected by the republican officers in the cotinty.

That grand jury was in session about eight or ten days, and they made a general

])resentuient at the conclusion of their labors. The substance of it was th;it they had
made diligent examination of white .and colored witnesses, and they had found no

oft'ense thiit could be traced to any difference between the races, or to i)olitical causes

or differences.

Question. Does this judge reside in the county ?

Ansa-er. He lives in Barbour County. I think ho is a native of the county.

Question. And this was the report of the grand jury in the same court ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By the Chaihmax :

Question. Did you state when this term of court was?
Anmver. I think it adjourned last Saturday week. The charge of the judge was

publisUed, and also the presentment of the grand jury.

By Mr. Blaiii :

QucJition. Was this charge published elsewhere before its delivery?
Ansucr. No, sir ; the first 1 saw of it was in the State Journal, at Montgomery.
Question. It was published then after its delivery?

Answer. Y'es, sir.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did the State Journal also publish the report of the grand jury?
Answer. Not that I have seen; I thiuk the presentment was published in the two

(papers at Eufaula, and I also saw an extract from the presentment iu the Montgomery
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Advertiser ; but I did not notice the journal to see whether it had published the pre-
sentmeut.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Is there in yonr part of the State, or any part of the State of which you
have information, any organization of persons in disguise for the purpose of violating
the laws?
Anfiwa: None whatever, to my knowledge. I liave knowledge of no fact that would

excite even a suspicion in my mind of the existence of such an organization: audi
never have had any human being approach me upon the subject, or give me any infor-

mation, or make any remark from which I could infer that there was any such thing in
existence. I never have heard of any act or outrage by any such combination, disguised
or otherwise. I understand that in the town of Clayton, where the court-house of Bar-
bour County is located, a negro voted the democratic ticket in the last election ; and
about ten or more negroes took him out in the night and beat him nearly to death.
Sonic white men heard his cries, and went to his relief—saved his life perhaps. Most
of those men, I think, were arrested and indicted ; and they i>leaded guilty. I was not
in court at the time; but there was no doubt about the fact. They were punished for
it. That is the only act of interference with the pei'sou of any voter or any one else
on account of his political acts or opinions.

Quesdon. Did the negroes exercise intimidation generally over those of their own race
who desired to vote the democratic ticket ?

Answer. Well, sir, there is about one thousand two hundred negro majority in my coun-
ty. The larger portion of the colored vote is at Eufaula. They carried tliat box in the last
election, I think, by abont one thousand two hundred. I did not mix with them much, and
did not go to the polls, exce]it to vote. I have not witnessed personally any terrorism

;

Ihave not heard of any myself. I have heard persons speak of it. I have heard it said that
tlie negroes w^ere threatened with punishment, perhaps with death, for tailing to stand
up to their .side ; that the democratic party were opposed to their voting, and if thej'

got in power they would takeaway their right to vote, and if they lost the ]>ower of

voting, they might be put back into slavery. They would talk among each other in

that way, and threaten persons with ]iunishment if they voted the democratic ticket.

Some negroes on my ])lace have told me that they intended to vote the democratic
ticket ; but after the election they explained their failure to do so by saying that they
Avere frightened by these threats. I told them that I had no idea that those threats
would bo executed ; that they were in no danger at all. I am satistied that where
there are so many of them together, when they see the mass of black men going
that way, they fall in with each other naturally ; and I doubt very nnich whether
these threats and this terrorism really had the effect of keeping them from voting the
democratic ticket. I never piit any confidence in their promises to vote the democratic
ticket, because I knew that when they were congregated in the way they are, and
when the intiuences were brought to bear upon them that I knew were operating upon
them, there Avould be very few that would vote the democratic ticket. I am satisfied

myself-that they have gone in a body for the republican ticket on account of the infor-

mation they had that the democratic party was opijosed to their emancipation, opposed
to their exercise of suffrage, and opposed to their education. That has been the bur-

den of the speeches made by the republican candidates to these people. Now, when I

made the speech in the last election, to which Morse replied, I advocated universal
suffrage. Ever since the emancipation of the slave, I have been in favor of his voting,

as an unavoidable incident to his freedom. I was satistied there would be less evil

attending universal suffrage than there would be in an attempt to restrict it, or

qualify it, or clas.sify it. I noticed that Avhenever the handbills of the candidates
were out calling the people togethei-, the whitj people wt)uld go to the democratic
meetings, and the black people would go to the republican meetings. There was a
good deal of surprise that the negroes all went to the republican meetings, and
Avonld not attend the democratic meetings. I Avas satished that whenever you
call on a man to hear you proA^e that he ought not to have a right to A^ote,

because he cannot read, or because he ha.s no jiroperty, or because lie is black, or

because he has been a slaA^e, the people Avho belong to that class will not hear you
make that proof. They will not consider the proposition. Whenever yor undertake
to qualify suffrage on the basis of property, or intelligence, or color, or former eonclition,

it is an attempt to degrade that class ; and if you succeed in it you make them malcon-
tent, and enemies to i)r()]ierty and intelligence, and they become fit subjects for dem-
agogues and mischief-makers. The only reason on earth Avhy these negroes Avould not

go to hear democratic speakers Avas, that they thought and believed that the democrats,

or the Avhito people of the South, were opposed to tlieir A'oting. 1 have become satisfied

that the Avhite people have macle a great mistake in not acce])tiug nniversak-<ulfrage
;

and I believe that they would liaA^e done so if it had not been for the offensive use that

Avas made of uegi'o suffrage by a class of persons who were sent down there to control

it in the work of reconstructiou. The manner in Avhich that power was exercised by the
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negro excited the prejudices of the people against negro snifrage. It was seen that the

negro was thro\vn under the control of the Union Leagues and the Freedmen's Bureau,

aided by the military power, and this, in my opinion, nntitted the people of the South

to pass upon that question wisely. I think myself that they have become convinced

that it was a mistake. There is no insurmountable difficulty in the way of the union

of the white and the black people of the South in politics, except that question of suf-

frage. If the right to vote is conceded to the negro, he will come to hear you prove to

him how it ought to be exercised, whom he ought to support for office, and what meas-

ures he ought to favor. But you close his eur to you whenever you call upon him to

hear you prove that he ought not to have the right to vote. He will follow anybody-
carpet-bagger or demagogue, or anybody on earth—who will concede to him that

right. I am satisfied that this is the way in which the colored vote has been thi'own

in a body for tlie republican party.

Question. Was not the opposition of the democratic party to negro suffrage directed

as much against the unconstitutional manner in which it was conferred as against the

thing itself?

A7isnrr. Well, sir, as to the purpose for Avhich the vote Avas given to the negro, my
idea was—and I am satisfied it was the connnon opinion—that the republican party

discovcnil through our press, and from the politicians who would speak at all, that

the white vote of the South would not sanction their terms of reconstruction, and they

discovered, or thought they discovered, a x>urpose on the part of the white people of the

South to oppose their sxipremacy as a party ; and the ballot was given to the negro

for the purpose of enforcing these terms of reconstruction, and for the purpose of recon-

structing the State government in such a manner as to secure their ascendency. That
purpose for which the ballot was given, coujjled with the disfranchisenu-nt of the white

vote for the same reason, excited the opposition of the Avhite people to the suffrage of

the negi-o—uuivei-sal suffrage. The oppo.sition to it had its beginning in the nse that

was made of it when the negroes were first made voters, and when it was seen what
sort of men had control of them. The agencies that \ycre brought there and under whose
control th<'y were i)Ut were seen. They were marched up like so many cattle and cast

their votes without knowing the names of their candidates, or anything whatever about

the matter. The 1)allots were ])rinted and put in their hands ; and they marched to

t'.-)e polls and deposited them. I have no idea that there are a dozen of them now iu

my county who can call the names of the candidates. There may be that many who
know ilr.' Buckley, but the mass of them are remarkably ignorant. Of course they

have been iu slavery all the time. They were not allowed to own property ; they were
not allowfui to read or write ; they were kept in a state of utter ignorance to make
them efficient as property. They came out of that state of ignorance, and when the

ballot was given to them they knew no more about it than a ten-year-old child.

Quvallon. Is there any hostility among the people of the State of Alabama to the

institutions of our country f

Jimcer. None whatever, that I have ever heard expressed. I do not think there cau
bo found in my region of the State anylMidy who has any hostility to the Uovernment.
The political feeling which is construed into ho.stility to the Government is a hostility

to tile Federal adnnnistration of the reconstructed State governments by corrupt and
inefficient representatives.

Quciitioii. It is, then, the maladministration of the Government, both State and
Federal, that is the ground of complaint ?

Anmrci: Yes, sir; the class of men who have come down there to administer the State

governments and iill the State offices have i)roduced the discontent and t he inanifestatiou

of political feeling which are construed into hostility to the Government. I have no idea

that, as a mass, the i)eo[)le of Alal>ama arc any more o])posed to our form of government,
and to the Constitution of the United Stati<s—to our political system generally—than the
people of "Massachusetts, or New York, or Ohio.

Question. The ])eoi>le, then, as I unthnstand, simply dissent, and dissent strongly,

from the measures of the administration, but take no exception to the Union or to the

form of government !

Av8Uir. None whatever. In my part of the State, before the war, there were more
secessionists than in any other jmrtion of Alabama. They wen^ opposed to the Union
because they were satisfied the institution of slavery and the Union could not coexist.

,

Their feeling of ojiposition to the Union Ijefore the war was on account of the i)eri] to

the institution of slavery in the Union. The destruction of the institution of shivery

has, in ny judgment, removed all feeling of opiio.sition to a union of the States. I

jiover hear any one express any desire tor a <lissiilution of the Union. I do not think

that there is a man of any consideration at all who ever thinks of such a thing for one
moment. The discontent that is manifested among the white j)eople is not against

remaining in the Union or umh-r the authority of the Government. I myself trace it

to the aggressive, unjust legislation of the re]>nblican party. We know there are a
great maiiy excuses for this legislation. We know that there have been men who have
given our people very bad counsel. Many newspapers ami public speakei's have given
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our people unwise counsel, and induced action that has furnished a justification for
this hostile legislation ; and the great difficulty is that the j^eople of the North do not
know the real facts—do not understand the real sentiments and feelings of our people.

Question. If you know any facts or circumstances, or have any information bearing
upon the general question of the condition of the State in regard to the security of life

and property and the execution of the laws, please state such facts or such informa-
tion.

Answer. Well, sir, I have been through the State hut very little; my information la

limited ; but so far as I have been able to learn, and to form an opinion upon the sub-
ject, I think that the mass of the people of Alabama are well disposed toward the
Government, willing that the laws shall be executed ; and I do not think there is

any ground of apprehension at all. So far as the mass of our people are concerned,
they are just as orderly and law-abiding as the people in any other part of the United
States.

Question. If the disabilities now imposed upon a large number of the people of your
State were removed by Congress, and the State could thereby avail itself of the' ser-

vices of its ablest and best men, would not that remove a great deal of bitterness, and
would it not add to the efficiency of the State government in executing the law ?

An><wer. I have no doubt that that would be the case. The mass of our State officers

are generally incompetent ; and, so far as I have been able to learn, many of them are
dishonest and corrupt. If there is any failure to execute the laws, I am satisfied it is

not on account of any opposition from the i:)eople. It is to be traced to the inefficiency
of the State officers themselves.

Question. The county officers ? '

Jnswer. The State and county officers. I have no knowledge at all of the people
having thrown any obstacle in the way of the execution of the laws. I do not know
of any fact that would induce me to believe that the people are not in favor of a rigid^
enforcement of the laws. I know it is so in my part of the State.

Question. In regard to the State and county officers, Avhat character of people have
they been ?

Answer.. Well, sir, some of them came down from the North, and some of them lived
in the South before the war; but, taking them as a class, I do not think they would bo
permitted to remain in similar offices in any State of tlie Nortli by either party.
There are some men down there who belong to the class they call " carpet-baggers."
In my town there is a postmaster who was sent there by the Freedmen's Bureau. Ho
taught a negro school in Eufaula about two years. He was then appointed postmas-
ter. He is an efficient officer and an honest man. He behaves himself like a gentle-
man, and is treated like a gentleman ; and I have no dou))t that if there were a change
of parties, a large number of the business men in Eufaula would oppose his removal,
although he is an avowed republican. The sheriff of the county, a southern-born man,
is a pretty fair officer. But take them as a class, they are inefficient and not fit for the
positions they occupy.

Question. Most of the officers. State and county, obtained their positions at the time
of the election at which the constitution was rejected ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of the offices are now tilled by men who were voted for at the
same time that so many of our people failed to vote on the constitution.

Question. And they owe the fact of their being in office to the adoption of that con-
stitntion by Congress ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I will state as a fact that these offices were filled by these incom-
petent men because nobody else would run for them at that time.

Question. The opposition relied upon the defeat of the constitution by the failure to
vote ?

Answer. Y'es, sir ; that was the main object to be accomplished by failing to vote.

The non-action of the whites was intended to defeat the State constitntion. They
thought that everything would fall with that constitution; that there could be no offi-

ces until there was a constitution creating them.
Question. In addition to the character of the men who fill these offices, does not the

fact that they were imposed upon the people of the State by Congress give rise to dis-

content ?

Answer. The fact that these offices are filled by such men and the manner in which
they discharge their duties constitute the cause of the fiiilure of the execution of the
laws, and one of the causes of discontent. But I do not know that the people stop to

coilsider the fact that Congres.-s imposed the State constitution upon us. The popular
idea was that we were a conquered people ; that we had no right to claim as a matter
of right any participation in making the terms of reconstruction—in restoring onr
relations to the Government. They considered this as the theory of onr politics:

that the destruction of the confederate guvernmeiit and of the confederate Statt^ of
Alabama would leave us as a conquered peo[)le, living upon conquered territorj', and I do
not think that we questioned at all the authority of the conquering i)Ower to make it-s

terms w ith us—to define the terms upon which our relations to the Govt.'rnment should
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be established. We bad uot sufScient power to engage in the 'work of recoustruction
with the view to carry out anything we desired. Onr will could not be expressed in any
legislation that reconstructed lis. All we expected was just to leave it to the conqueror
to define his own terms, and let him be as just and reasonable as the circumstances
would justify. That was the disposition and expectation of oiir people at the close of

the war. President Johnson, as commander of the land and uaval foices, as the repre-

sentative, of the military department of the Government, undertook to prescribe the
terms ofreconstruction. We accepted the terms readily and thought they were a linality.

I have no doubt that if the law-making ]>ower of the Government had been called

together, and terms had been prescribed by all the departments of t lie Government, thcj-

would have been just as readily accepted (if they had not afiected the honor of our
people) as those prescribed by President Johnson. When Congress repudiated the set-

tlement made by the executive department of the Government, that naturally and
almost inevitably threw our people to the support of the President and the settlement
made by him ; and that necessity which rested upon us was the cause of tlie legislation

that we complained of afterward—the harsh terms which were superadded to those
prescribed by President Johnson. I liave no doubt our people regarded the death of
Mr. Lincoln as a great calamity. I said when I heard it, and I tiiink it was the general
impression, that if Mr. Lincoln had lived and had called Congress together, he would
have had it in his power to prescribe terms which would have been reasonable, and
which our people would have accepted. I think that the controversy between the
executive and legislative departments of the Government was,the primary source of a
great deal of our troubles.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You have' spoken of the incompetency and corruption of the men who have
been administering the State government of Alal)ama. Superadded to the causes you
have assign<'d in your examination by General Blair, was not the fact that those men
came to your Srate and assumed to control your negro jiopulation, and to hold and
a^lminister the otiices so as to put money into their own ])oekcts—to enrich themselves,
iiulividually. and not to advance the interests of the (iovernuHMit to which they ])re-

tended to be loyal—was not this one of the facts of which the people complained verv
bitterly ?

Aitmnr. Certainly.

(Jucsiion. Was it not a ground of complaint that the oppressions put upon you did
not go to aid the Government, but merely a set of plunderers ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Tlie men who came there to represent us were strangers to us.

They knew nothing of onr feelings or our interests; and we did not see how any man
who had pro])er self-respect could come down there, and, under such circumstances,
become the Representative of our ])eople iu Congress. Tlie manifest fact that tlieso

a<lventurers came there for personal gain, and the use that was made of their powei-,

contributed very largely to the op])osition of our people to the party which these men
represent.

Qucxiion. In other words, if the means that were taken from yon liad been applied to

the general puriioses of the Government, you would not have ielt so indignant as you
did that your means should be taken for the benefit of jirivate men who themselves
had been perhaps mere camp-followers?

Ansurr. That is the fact, sir. It seems to me that if any honest man will go dowu
there and see for himself what onr i>cople see, he can attacii no blame to them for any
opijosition they manifest f<u' this class of jieople, or any feeling of liostility they have
for them. Many of these men pay no attention to the obligations of an oath. They
have enrichcfl themselves suddenly by means that satisfy everybody that they must
have done it dislionestly. They have used the power of their positions to enrich them-
selves, and to oppress and harass tlu^ i)e()pl<'.

fJiK'siion. Have not that class of men, when complained of, been the men who have
raised the cry of "disloyalty" against you more than anybody else?

Aiusircr. Yes, sir; that is one of the causes of complaint; that the republican party
will accept the statements of these men who would uot Ix^ believed as witnesses in anj*

of your courts, and who would not be recognized as gentlemen in society .anywhere, or
treated with any sort of respect. The complaint is that the republican party accepts
the information wliicli comes from this source, and irakes it the basis of legi.sl.atiou

against our whole ])eople.

Qucstioti. Is it not known to your people that in very many instances those com-
plaints are made by those very men to cover up their own villainies ?

Answer. That is the general impression, that the charges against us come from tliat

class of men almost entirely. I have no doubt that tlicre liav(>, been individual in-

stances of outi-ages upon jioisons. I have heard of it tlirougli the .State, and I have very
little doubt thai there has l)een more or less of ir. But what we comidain of is tliat

the outrages of a class of men to whom we are just about as imicii ojijiosed as we are to

thieves and plunderers—the class of men who are known as Ku-Klux—should be taken
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a^ evidence of the general sentiment of the people, and made (he basis of hostile legi.sla-

1 ion again.st our whole coniiminity. I never saw one of this class of men, and never saw
anybody who had seen one; bnt if there are any persons of that sort in the State ihey
are regarded in that section as the very worst enemies of our people ; and it would be
just as fair for us to take as the representatives of the whole mass of republicans at
the North the thieves and plunderers who have gone there to fill our State offic-es, as
it is for lepublicans to take these Ku-Klux—these obnoxious men whom you will lind
everywhere iu society—as representatives of our people, and as being favored by oar
l>eoplo. This is the injustice that is done us. You might just as well say, because
there is arson, and burglary, and rape, and murder, by a dozen or more individuals,
tliat the whole people are burglars, murderers, &c., as to say, because there are
Ku-Klux down there, that the whole Southern people favor them, or that a large por-
tion of them favor them.

Queatioii. Is it not believed by your people that very many of those bad men now in
office, conscious that they cannot be reelected or kept in power any longer by the
jjopular will, are endeavoring to bring about this very state of feeling and this char-
acter of legislation lor the purpose of eoutiuuiug theiuselves in power by force against
the will of the people?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is the food that these men live upon ; and I have lio doubt in
my owu mind that they excite these things; that they contribute to it in every seci'et

way they can. 1 have no d<jubt—I have uo personal knowledge of the fact, but it is a
judgment I have formed—that the main cause of tliese troubles is the presence iu our
community of that class of men, and the toleration and protection that they receive
from this great rei>ublicau pai'ty that has possession of tlie Government.

Questioii. Is it not your opinion and the opinion of your people that those men, rather
than give up their offices and the otinucos they now have to make money out of their
]Xisitiou8, by fair means and foul, would prefer to see the Government overthrown,
rather than have it restored to peace and quiet, if they had to go out of office by that
restoration ?

Annwer. Well, sir, I cannot say the exteut to which they would go to keep their
jdaees, but I have no more idea that these men care anything for the republican party
or its doctrines, except so far as they can use them for their owu personal advantage,
than I have that they are honest men and Christians. I do not think that they go
there to benefit anybody but themselves; and they have doue that successfully, for
most of them have made fortunes very suddenly.

Qiteatioit. Have they any means of making those foilunes legitimately out of the per-
quisites of their offices?

Answer. They have uo means of making money that I know of, excepting their offices.

Quesiion. Is there any difficulty about: auy republican expressing his sentiments iu
your State, or speaking freely anything he pleases?

Ansiver. None whatever. I have no doubt there are places or communities where
these vicious, mischievous men are foitnd. There are large negro majorities in certain
localities, and in some places these repttblicaus who have come down there for that
purpose control this negro vote in a way' that is highly offensive to the people. Tlie

teachings of the negro under such circumstances are all wrong. They stir up his

worst passions, and excite his prejudices against the white race. In places of that
sort I suppose there is an amount of feeling excited that perhaps might break out in

some insult or some opposition to that sort of teaching by any public speaker. But
I do not believe there is any place iu the State where a gentlemen, a man who behaved
himself as a gentleman, and addresvsed himself to the legitimate principles of the re-

publican party, the fair, legitimate diiferences between the two parties, could not be
heard with safety. But, for the reasons I have stated, there may be certain counties,

certain localities, where these mischievous men have produced sucii a state of feeling

among the whites and such opposition to the party that gives these men countenance
and protection, that they might meet with some insult or expression of hostility if they
were to attempt to make speeches of that sort.

Qutstion. Are there not portions of your State where the great mass of the com-
munity believe that under these teachings their property is insecure and liable to all

sorts of depredations, incendiary and otherwise ?

Answer. Certainlj-. I have no doubt those teachings have had the effect to produc^;

outrages upon property and have incited the negroes to outrages that I have heard of
their conunitting iu some counties of the State.

Quesfion. Persons feeling that sense of insecurity feel very unkindly of course toward
men who they believe are teaching those doctrines?

Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. And this may subject such men to insult when it is believed that such
teachings are going on ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Ques^on. I understood yon to say that no man need be afraid of expressing anywhere
legitimate sentiments on the differences between the two parlies?
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Anstca: None in any place or community that I know of T hnvp nr. iri„o +u ^-

republican who would discuss such questions in a proplr snirit and m^nSf .
''"

emphatic, howevex; vehement, howevlr severe he m^lTL rthraLoZcernVn^t"
o?Som orspeS"^^*^"

^""^' "^^* "^^^ ^"^ ^^l"-*-- - iBterterenceTiLfso^^

pie-taking their cbances for official station a on-r w h'thc rest of von W •' "' ^'°"

neither the power of the bayonet nor coercive power over the ne-no
' ' " ''"'"''"^

rJ"'Z% « l*?
"*

A''*''"*'
^'''"&' ''"y opposition, there is a desireUiat such people shaUcojne to the .South. Our great want is population and capital ; and I havrno doubttha the class of men that yon speak of could come to Alabama with perf^timnuntvwith perfect security to their persons and their property. I will "Tve you an iis an^^^m my own county

: At the last term of the circuit court; which heUl abou four wee^^sit closed JUS a short time before I left home-j".st before the citv c< ur met in Eu'a la,) a republican named Cameron came there from New Jersey br7S.fwith himt iree or four fe^uale members of his family. His son-in-law was an eSl"SeIr on -VVicksburg and Brunswick Railroad. Mr. Cameron avowed liimself a rem blic in H«
Sa '^"n" eman' Heind l^V^'*^ T"''*' T' ^^ ^*''^^'^'"^ himseif'like'^Snn man

; he'IS a gentleman. He and the female members of his familv were treatpd witli ti.„ i.w.i.
est respect They eat at the hotel table with the bar anWhe juXe and thA Sidjust as much attention a^ if they had been den.ocrats or people S res ,ect° L.tv fionany quarter. His son-in-law purchased a residence in tL town orSavtin md MrCamerou himself also bought a residence there " '

Questio.'. In other words, yon .seek to encourage that class of immigration ?
Answer |es, sir. I myself gave Mr. Cameron a letter to a prominent merchant inEnfaula, telhng him who Mr. Cameron was; that it was desirable such Z'nZuMcome among ns: that he would be an acquisition to our society Mi Cameron asked

hi%e;i ;Tat?Tn''iuiiuir"ff
'"'"

'i"
?--»•)• -\-Sent to make inv^s^i'iVtsforhfrnin real estate in Enfiiula. I have no doubt in the worhl that any renublic-m wlmwould come down tlu-re, if an honost u.an and a gentleman, and re^dvXs s ch ii hisown society at hon.e, would receive the same ti4tment in mv community ]3,Uman comes down there as a political adventurer, to stir up stVife ami to .d.fdn officeby the votes of the ignorant black people, when no honest white man wdcomte!nance the ,.ropositu>n to put him in office, or to give him any place of^^tn.s or respon-s b.lity-when we know tbat he is a n.au of that kin.l. and that he is ndnX,o w?thhat sort of people merely to profit by it in the way I have stated, we must eiTherIgnore the difierence between honest men and thh^ves, or we must re, udian- such menwhen they come among us. Our people never can be so much degnS-IW Inever shall live to see them so much degraded-as to receive the.s" men socielf? ort.eat them with respect and as gentlemen. When this class of men comp aiu of the

ZtTS t^sS^i:y^;:^^d!^ '-' --^ ^^^* - ^•-"^'^ ^« punisfi^is:

r . ,,,,^ .
Washington, D. C, July 7, 1871.Hon JAMES L. PUGH, (examination continued.)

By the Ciiaihman, (Mr. Poland :)

ple'Sir'tlif. l!vWin"'^r;''"f ':?"' ^" '"•' ^^'''' ^^'' principal dissatisfaction of your peo-ple ^Mth the existing state of things grows out of yoiu- having so large a number ofincompetent or corrupt .State and county officers " """i"«^i oi

pldnt"'Tb.?t'T: tb : if
\^'''y /^"'' ' "';

V'^'"
'•''"•'^ ^^ ^^^ dissatisfaction and the com-plaint, that IS the inunediate cau.se ol the irritation

r..ffi"'"" ^'""Z
^'^^'V'/^"'

tlJ^^t your people feel tluit these men are listened to by therepublican party and by Congress, and that the representations they make are re-ardedas true, Avhen, in fact, they are misrepresentations.
' iet,araeu

Aimcer. That seems to be the fact, .so far as we are able to judo-e
Question You stated, also, that your people feel that tlio.se representations are madethe ground of unfVituidly and unfavorable legislation by Conoress
Anmcer. Yes, sir.

"

Question. To Avhat particular legislation did you refer ?

a/"';hrK,?'riMv'hiIl'-"'*7fi^*'"^:T''
*"•

''^*f l
^^^^^ reference are the late bill knowna« the Ku-kliix bill, and the act known as " the enforcement law "

(JuesUon. I he law passed a year ago?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Kn^KTnhTnir'v''Si'' *^"i
°^J«'^t|.«'i,yhich your people entertain to what is called "theItu-Kluk bill

;
How do they teel that it is unfavorable or untriendly to them f
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Anmcer. For the reason that the law seems to be directed at the whole people of the
State. It is based upon the assumed existence of a general spirit of hostility to the
laws and to the execution of the laws; and we do not think the facts justify that inter-

ference by Cougress with the affairs of the State government.
Question. The law in terms applies to the whole country—no more to the people of

the South than to those of the North.
Anstoer. Yes, sir ; I am aware of that.

Question. And the substance of it is that it creates penalties and remedies against
acts of violence done by bodies of men in disguise. Now, why do your people complain
of that?

Answer. We do not complain of any law that would punish these men. I have no
idea that such outrages meet with any countenance from our jieople. But the law
passed by Congress is evidence to us and to the world of the fact that we are supposed
to countenance these outrages and will not punish them through State laws and State
courts.

Question. Your people do not object to the punishment of acts of violence committed
by bodies of men in disguise ?

Answer. Not at all, six. So far as the people with whom I mingle are concerned, I

am satisfied that they regard the men who commit these outrages as their greatest
enemies ; and I believe there is no class of men Avhom they desire to be punished with
more severity. But the objection is that Congress taking charge of the matter is

evidence that they believe that the peoide of the State, through State administration,
State courts, and State officers, will not put down these outrages ; the countenance
.these things are assumed to receive from the people is made the basis of congressional
legislation.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Have they that impression in regard to the enforcement act also?
Answer. Yes, sir ; they have the same view in regard to the enforcement act.

By the Chairm.vn', (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Do the people of the South think that the enforcement act was speciaSy
aimed at the South and the people of the South?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; tbat is the impression with us.

Question. Our New York friends insist that it was aimed at them.
Ansiccr. Yes, sir; I have seen some complaint in that quarter tbat it was aimed at

them. A>i I stated yesterday, I am satisfied that the people in both sections form
opinions in reference to each other which are founded upon a misunderstanding of the
facts and of the real feelings and sentiments of each other.

Question. I think the people of the South are entirely mistaken if they suppose that
what is called "the enforcement bill" was aimed at them. The Ku-Klux bill doubt-
less originated from what is represented to have been the condition of things in some
parts of the South—not universally. Do you not believe that in many portions of
the South there have been a great many acts of violence committed by bodies of dis-

guised men ?

Answer. Well, sir, from information I gather through the newspapers, I have no
doubt that there have been combinations of that sort in some counties, and I have no
doubt that they have perx^etrated great outrages, such as are shocking to the moral
sense of the community.

Question. And do you not also believe that these combinations have been so strong in
some places, and produced such a state of feeling as to make it exceedingly difficult,

if not impossible, to punish such things in the local courts, at least in some localities?

I do not meau to say throughout fhe whole South.
Answer. I really am not able to give any opinion that is worth anything upon that

subject. With the State offices filled by republicans, who have the authority to draw
grand and petit juries, and having mixed juries also, the judges being republicans, I

scarcely believe that there is a county in the State of Alabama where the white peo-
ple would throw any obstacle in the way of the prosecution, conviction, and punish-
ment of these men for such outrages. In some places in Alabama, the causes which I

have mentioned, the character of the men I have referred to, the wicked counsel they
give the negroes, and the eflect which that sort of counsel is seen to have upon that
population in their ignorant condition, may produce a feeling against these men that
would be indifi^erent as to the pnuishmeut of any mau who woukl remove them from
the community.

Question. I apprehend that is the very ground upon which Cougress felt it right to

pass the law in question—not that it was uuiv(;rsally true that acts of this kind could
not be punished, but that there were sections and localities where it was impossible to

put them down by local tribunals.

Answer. If you will allow me, I will state that the exclusion from the polls of a large

Ijortion of the white people of the South, and their being made almost universally
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inelijjible to o£6ce by the " iron-clad oath," has had the effect upon the people of mak-
ing them iudittereut to the manner in which the State government is administered and
the laws executed. The eflect of this congressional legislation has l)eeu to satisfy

them that they are distrusted as a people. AH power iu the election of officers and in

the administration of the government has been taken from them by Congress; and
the impression has l)een made upon their minds that it is not the will of Congress
that they should have anything to do with tilling the offices, making the laws, or

administering the government. The legislation of Congress seems to be founded upon
the idea of a general distrust of the white people ; and the effect of it has been to

create this feeling of indifference. But that is not the case at this time; that is not
the present feeling.

Question. Those things are now all removed except the disability to hold office.

Answei: I know that ; but 1 say the offices are now tilled by men who could take
the " iron-clad oath." At the time of the election, not one-tenth of the white people
of the South, who were competent, were eligible to these offices. We complained that
we were punished for the maladministration of the State government, and the ineffi-

cient execution of the laws by agents whom the republican party had selected to make
the laws and execute them.

Question. You think that the removal of these things one by one by Congress is aid-

ing in bringing about a better state of feeling ?

Ansicer. Very much; it is contributing vei"y largely to the reiistablishment of good
feeling and general satisfaction.

Question. And if the remaining provision of that cliaracter, the constitutional disa-

bility, were removed, you think it would still further aid iu bringing about good feeling ?

Ansivir. My opinion upon that subject is of course worth nothing, because I am my-
self one of the subjects of that disability; but it is very natural that the removal of
disabilities should have that effect. Our i)eoi)le at the close of the w-ar were indiffer-

ent about politics and about parties. They had no more alt'ection for the democratic
party than they had for the republican party. We at one time supposed that the dem-
ocratic party favored such theories and principles of government that they would
never sui)port coercion, by the Federal Government, of the people of .1 State for exer-

cising the right of secession or resistance. But when they voted money and men, and
sent their regiments to destroy us, it had the effect of breaking loost; all the party ties

that had ever been formed ; and at the clo.se of the war, I think our ])eople were pre-
pared to throw their j)oliTical power anywhere where they saw it would promote their

interests in the highest degree. While we were in a condition not to expect any favors
—while we were regarded as rebels—yet we thought that when the conquering power
defined ^^-hat iiunishment we should have, and when we had sulfered that piniishujent,

we ought to have the >-ight to claim that punisliment as a satisfaction for any offense

wt! had been supi)osed to have committed. Whilt; we admit that on your theory, and
with your views and opinions, you regarding us as rebels, and as having made resist-

jince to the authority of the Federal Government, there may have been justification

for the policy adopted with reference to us; yet, as we were living under the same
Government, and belonged to the same race—after our relations to the Government
were defined by your laws, and after those laws had been carried into execution, after

the terms of reconstruction preset ibed had been all complied with, we thought it ought
to end there, and that we ought then to be treated as equals, especially the equals of
other people of our own State.

By Mr. Couurn :

Question. Has your legtslatnro passed laws encouragijig immigration into your State?
Answer. I do not remember ;iny.

Question. Yon said that your people desired innnigpation. Now as there has been a
good deal said by various witnesses about the exclusiveness of the Southern people and
their discouragement of immigration. I desire you to state as accurately as yon can
the position of the people of your State in relation to immigratiou by citizens from the
Northern States?

Ansu-cr. Well, I have heard enotigh to satisfy me that our people are very desirous
that the Northern people shall come and settle among ns. when th(;y do so for the pur-
pose of identifying themselves with our interests and our people, for the purpose of
becoming permanent citizens of the State—when they do not com(^ there as polit-

ical advent^irers, for political gain, but come with capital, intending to invest it,

and to become citizens of the State with proper feelings and intentions. I have no
doubt it would give gretit satisfaction for such people to come among us, whether they
W(!re republicans or democrats. It makes no difference to ns whether a man is a repub-
lican or a democrat, if he is an honest man and behaves himself as such.

Question. But your people, you say, have an aversion to a new-comer mixing ir

politics ?

Answer. Offensivelj', mischievously.
Question. What do you mean by "offensively" or "mischievously?"
Answer. I have heard a good many republican si)eecht's which were respectful, which
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discussed matters of diiference in a proper way, whicb appealed to the people to adopt
the policy of the republican party, hecanse it was best for them and for tbe develop-
ment of the conntry. I have heard persons speak of those speeches afterward and
compliment them for fairness, and for exhibiting the ri<jht sort of spirit; they have
said they have no objection to speeches of that sort. But when a demagogue or a
mischievons man goes South in order to stir np the passions of the negro population

,

and to grasp political power that he may harass, oppress, and rob the people, they do
not want that sort of freedom of speech, nor do they want men of that sort among
them.

Questio)!. Do you think a man of that sort, who would make speeches odious to the
people, would be in danger as regards his personal safety?

Jnsiver. Well, sir, if a man were to go there and make an incendiary speech and ex-
cite the passions of the ne<5ioes to acts of outrage and violence, I do not know that he
could do so witli impunity.

Questiou. Suppose he did not excite any one to acts of outrage and violence, but made
a bitter republican speech, would his personal safety be endangered?

Ansicer. I have no idea it would bo. In times of high pohtical excitement there are
always in the meetings of the people individu.Tls who become excited from some cause
or oth<'r—liquor or something else—reckless men, who will offer an indignity to a
speaker. But that was done before the war as well as since.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You spoke of a jiresentment made by a grand jury of your county?
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have cut from a Montgomery paper and have here an extract

from the general ])resentuient of the grand jury that was charged by the judge of the
city court. The extract is as follows

:

" After a careful and diligent inquiry of those who have been before our body, with-
out regard to race, color, or previous condition, from the dilierent sections of the county,
we are with great pleasure enabled to report the total absence of any hostility between
the races, and caunot hear of the least distui-bance on account of former condition or
present political opinions, but find all classes of law-abiding citizens living in peace,
quiet, and harmony. After the most careful and diligent investigation, we have been
unable to find anything resembling an organized band of lawless persons."

By Mr. Beck :

Question. I understood you as saying that your peoi)le believe the Ku-Klux bill, so
called, to be a measure levelled at the people of the South more particularly ?

Jnsicer. Yes, sir.

Question. The chairman asked you whether or not its only eftect was not to punish
men who commit out^iges in disguise. \)o you not understand that it does a great
deal more than tbat by seizing upon whole communities in certain circumstances and
putting them under the power of the President, depriving them, in the particular dis-

trict wbere outrages are committed, of the right of trial by jury and other rights
secured by the Constitution, whether the citizens generally have had any participation
in the outrages or not ? Do you not understand that it deprives whole communities
of their rights, because of the acts of a few bad men whom they cannot control ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it puts the whole people under the ban of military power for the
misconduct of a few individuals.

Question. The community generally being as much opposed to the acts of those indi-

viduals as the men who framed the law ?

Avswer, Yes, sir.

Question. And believing that measure to be aimed especially at the Southern States,

your people object to that character of legislation ?

Ansivei: Yes, sir.

Washington, D. C.,July 7, 1871.

JOSEPH H. SPEED sworn and examined.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:)

Question. Where do you reside ?

Answer. In Marion, Perry County, Alabama
Question. How long have you lived there ?

Anatve)-. Since 185e.

Question. Where did you live previous to that time ?

Answer. I was born and educated in Virginia ; lived for some time in North Carolina,
and then removed to Alabama.
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Question. You have always lived in tbe South ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I was uever out of the South until after the war.
Question. What is your business ?

Answer. I am now rej^ister and master of the chancery court of our district.

Question. What was formerly yonr business?
Answer. I was a teacher, up to the breaking out of the war ; I was teaching when

the war began.
Question. During the war were you connected with the rebellion ?

Answer. I was an officer m the confederate army from nearly the beginning of the
war.

Question. Did you servo during the whole war?
Anstver. I served until I was appointed by the governor of my State as agent for the

State at the Virginia Salt-W^orks. Salt became very scarce in the South ; we had it

manufactured ; and I was ajipointed by the governor of the State as special agent for
the State at those works, which were in Washington County, Southwestern Virginia.

Question. With what political party did you act before the war"?
Ansioer. I was a whig, or acted with the party opposed to the democratic party

immediately before the war. I supported Cell and Everett in 1860. My first presi-

dential vote was cast then. In the constitutional convention of Alabama, in 1867, I

was a member from my county. In that convention I opposed the disfranchisement of
my people. The convention, in the article on the elective franchise, adopted a pro-
vision disfranchising from voting all who were disfranchised from holding office under
the fourteenth amendment. I opposed that proposition in convention, entei"ed my
protest against it on the journal of the conveution, and opposed the ratitication of the
constitution before the people on that account.

Question. What have been your political connections since the war?
Ansirer. I have been affiliating with the republican party since that time. I should

say that the legislature of my State, which was republican, removed, at its first session
after the admission of the State, all disfranchisement. I should not have acted with
the repuVilican party but for that. The legislature came to preciselj- the same ground
that I had occupied in the convention. From that day on, I have cooperated with the
republican party.

Question. Did you marry in Virginia?
Answer. I married twice in Alabama, in the county where I reside.

Question. Do the relatives of your wife reside there?
Answer. Yes, sir ; the relatives of both my wives.
Question. What we wish to ascertain is the condition of things in your vicinity, and

in your State so far as yon know, in relation to the enforcement of the laws for tlie pro-
tection of ]>erson and ])roperty. We wish to know whether the laws arc so enforced
that jiersoii and property are protected, or whether there are acts of violence done to
person and projjerty, and esjiecially whether such acts are done by bodies of men in
disguise. Go on and state geuerally your views in relation to that question.

Answer. My county has lieen up to the present year perfectly peaceful.
Question. The county in which you live?
Anstca: Yes. sir. Our last State election was as orderly and quiet as any I ever saw

held. During the progress of the election I was sitting in CK)nipany with some friends
who dilicri'd with me in iiolitics, and we remarked that we had never witnessed a
more quiet <'leetiou. I do not thiuk there ^vas any more disorder or any more noise
during that election than there is in this room at this time. That was in Xovember,
1870— the last State election. I speak of my own county, tlio county in which I reside.

Question. What county ?

Ansiver. Perry County—just on the border of the cane-brake county. We held an
election for State senator in .January; I will not be positive as to the day, but my
recollection is, it was about the 'J.')th of .January. There had been a resignation of our
State senator. For some little time previous, and perliai>s just after, there were bodies
of men ridiug through the streets of the town at night in disguise. I must say I did
not see these men. I reside on the outskirts of the town, on my little farm of eighty
acres; my residence is not in the business part of the towu. But there is no doubt at
all about those men having been there. I heard it spoken of by many persons who saw
them. There was no violence doue. I was informed by a man who was formerly my
slave (for I was a slaveholder) that the men rode in the direction of my house, aiid in
the direction of the houses of some other officers of the county. But they did not molest
us at all ; and I did not know of the matter until the next day. They did no violence
at that time at all.

Question. Was that previous to the election you spoke of?
.//i.s)(77-. It was a short time before—perhaps one, or two, or three nights before. My

recollection is that they were in town two or three times just before the election, and
just after ; I know they were there once or twice before the election.

Question. About how numerous a body ?

Answer. .\ body of twenty or twenty-tive men on horseback, as I was informed. That
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wa? the first I knew of the appearance in our county of bodies of disguised men—what
\vi- term " Kn-Kliix." That was the first I knew of them from any reliable information.
There was a nej^ro in jail in my county on a charge of murder. He has never been
tried. A body of disguised men came to the jail to take him out ; they did not say
what they wanted with him. The jailer, who was a man of some will and personal
courage, had his father-in-law with him, and they were armed—one with a dout)le-

barrel shot gun, and the other with a "Winchester rifle. They tohl the men in disguise,

speaking to them fiom the window, that if they attempted to come in they would fire

on them and would be enabled to kill several of them before they could get in. The
men desisted from their attempt to take that negro.

Qiiesrion. How lai"ge a body of men was that ?

Jiiswir. There were about twenty-five—not less than that number.
Question. In disguise?
Anstcei: Yes, sir ; in disguise.
Question. The supposition was not that they Avanted to rescue the negro, but that

they wanted to-t-ake him out for some other purpose ?

Answer. They wanted to take him out to punish him. He had struck a white man
who had died from the blow.

Question. Perhaps we may as well inquire as to the circumstances of that case. What
were they, so far as you know ?

Answer. I never had any conversation Avith the gentleman who was struck, and who
died from the blow. The negro man wlio gave the blow came to me, and I asked him
in regard to it, as well as others. The gentleman at whose house he lived came to me
also and told me the circumstances, as he understood them. They were detailed by this
negro man and by his wife. It appeared that they were walking on the street about
sundown, he and his wife. She was a washerwoman and had a basket of clothes, either
on her arm or on her head ; as they passed, the basket touched a gentleman named
Stillings ; the pavement was narrow, not much wider than this table, [about four feet.]

She and her husband stated that Mr. Stillings pushed her violently from the sidewalk
and struck her. The n<'gro man remonstrated with him, and asked him why he did it

Mr. Stillings stooped to pick a brick from the i)avement
Question. Did he say anything ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he said that no negro should crowd him ou the sidewalk. Per-
haps he accompanied the reuuirk with an oath, though I will not say as to the oath. When
he did that, the negro man j(M'ked a paling from the fence and struck him on the side
of his neck and head, just below th(^ base of his brain ; he was insensible for some little

time, and was taken "up and carried home. Jly recollection is that this occurred on
Friday or Saturday about night. Ou Monday Mr. Stillings was on the street ; but he
afterwaid became worse and died from the results of the blow, after, I suppose, nearly
a month.

Question. Was this colored man arrested in the first place for the assault ?

Answer. Yes, sir, he was arrested, carried before the mayor, and required to give
bonds in .$lflO. The acting mayor, who was a democrat, fixed that amount of bail for
his appearance. The man appeared at the time designated.

Question. At that time it was supposed that the injury to Stillings was small?
Answer. It was supposed that it was not serious.

Question. But he did eventually, in about a month, die from that blow?
An.swer. In s<'veral wecdcs, I think abcut a month.
Question. And then this colored man was arrested and put in jail?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, ho was put in jail on a charge of murder.
Question. What time was that?
Answer. I think it was in the month of March last that the striking occurred; that

is my recollection. These disguised men came to take the man from jail, during the
session of our circuit court, which began the latter part of March or the first of April.

Question. Then it was not A'ery long after he was first confined on this charge of
murder ?

Answer. These men came very soon after he was confined.
Question. The jailer made such resistance that they went away ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir. The jailer told them he would fire upon them if they endeavored
to break into the jail ; that he would not surrender the keys.

Question. Was the colored man removed to some other place ?

Answer. He was removed to Selma.
Question. Is he still in jail?

Answer. He is still in jail in Selma.
Question. Go on and state any other instances of the appearance of disguised men,

and what they have done in your county since they first appeared there last winter.
Ansicer. About May, a colored man by the name of Isaac Hall was taken out and

whipped.
Qu.nstion. Where did he live?
Answer. In my county.
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Question. Ho\r far from your place ?

Avswer. Between fifteen and twenty miles. I will state here in re"-ard to all the
whippings which I shall speak of, that, though I heard ofthem soou after their occurrence
I got more explicit information from the representative in the le"-islature from my
county, alter I was summoned to appear here. When I received an order to come to
this place, it was just before the meeting of the "board of regents of the State Uni-
versity, ot which I am a member.

Question. Were you required to attend that meeting ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;

it was my duty to attend there. It was a very important meeting
of the regents. While 1 was there I told this man, who is a colored man named Alex"
ander Curtis, to get this information and give it to me.

Question. He is a representative in your legislature ?

Answer. Yea, sir. He is a man of unusual intelligence for a colored man : and his
character for veracity and integrity is as good as that of any man I know of in the
covinty. I think that all persons of all parties would give him that character Heand I talked over these cases. I have mentioned the first case, that of Isaac Hall who
was taken out and whipped about the 1st of May. The cause for which he was
whipped, as this colored representative in his examination found out, was that he was
an active republican.

Question. Was there any charge of misconduct against him ?

Answer. None that I heard.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did this colored man pretend to know these facts himself, or did he eather
them second-hand ?

°

Answer. He was not present when the whippings occurred. He either saw the par-
ties or persons who had seen the parties who were whipped.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Yon heard of these cases by report ?
Answa: 1 heard of tliem immediately on their occurrence.
Question. And you sent tliis man to get the particulars about each of these cases?
Answer. \es, sir; I got him to secure for me the particulars. There is no sort of

question—It is jusc as certain as that I sit on this chair—that those occurrences took
place.

Question. Was Hall severely beaten ?

Answer. Not severely, so far as I know. I do not know the extend of the beatiu"-. I pre-sume It was not very severe. The next case was that of Alfred Darling, a colored manwho was beaten in February for the same cause ; and he was very terribly beaten In
this case I received lun-rmation, also, from the senator from Hale County, which is lust
west oi the county of Perry, having been made from a portion of it. The senator fVom
Hale lives near the edge of Perry.

Question. And near this man who was beaten ?
-/"*"•(;•. Yes, sir. He told me he saw this man Darling himself, and that he was verv

terribly beaten.
Question. Why was that done ?

Ansim: Tliere was no charge against him so far as I know, and I have been unable to
hear of any. 1 asked .Mr. Johnson, the senator from Hale, who is a white man, and he
said he knew of none.

QueMion Did you understand from what you learned that these men who did this
act alleged any reason for doing it?
.4»wm- Nothing that I heard. I will .say that as to the character of this man, Alfred

Darling, I iu(,niic"d of persons who lived in his neighborhood—white men who are
democrats-.ind they represented him to be a good man. as having a better character
than colored men generally have.

Question. And you never heard in any way of any allegation against him ?
Answer. I have heard no allegation against him. The next case is that of Monio

Hartley an<l her son, who were shot about the middle of April.
Question. Do you mean that they were killed ?

Answer. No, sir; they were both shot and wounded.
Question. How far from your place did that happen ?
Answer. I think about fifteen miles.
Question. Was this done by a body of disguised men?
Answer. It was done by a liody of"men who are supposed to have l>een the same bodv

that were iii Marion, my town. My information is, that it occurred the raoruiug afteVthe appearance of these men in Marion. It occurred early in the raornin"-
Questwn Do you understand why this was done, whether there was any charcoagainst these persons who were shot ?

j h

Anstver. There was no charge whatever, that I know or have heard
Question. Do you know anything as to the character of this woman and her sont
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Ansxcer. Xothinc; nt all.

Question. Not liy report even ?

Answer. No, sir; not even by report. The circnuistauces, as I beard them detailed,

were that these men were passing along. They of course excited the curiosity of these
negroes, who were standing in their yard looking at them.

QnesHon. And the men iircd upon them ?

Answer. And they were fired upo'i by the men.
Question. Can you mention any other case ?

Answer. Tlie next case is that of a woman named Katie La Gronc. She had been
living with a gentleman named lilackburn, but had left his employment. She was
whipped, and told by*the men who whipped her—disguised men—that she must go
back to Mr. Blackburn's house. This occurred the last of May-. 1 saw Mr. Blackburn
myself, and asked him in regard to it. He told me there was no doubt of the thing
having been done.

Question. Do you understand that there was any allegation of misconduct or crimi-
nality against this woman ?

Answer. Nothing, so far as I linow, further than that she had left the employment of
this man. That was the cause, as I was informed, that was assigned for the punish-
ment by the men who punished her.

Question. State any other case.

Answer. There was another case which occurred either on the edge of my own county
or in Bibb County ; I am not positive which. The person who was killed was at the
house of his brother-in-law ; and either he or his brother-in-law was named Great-
house. On the edge of Bibb or of Perry County there lived a white man who had em-
ployed a colored man that had left the employ of another white man. A body of men
in disguise visited this colored man and told him he must go back into the employment
of his former employer. He refused to do so. Afterward this colored man was whipped
by a body of men in disguise. The gentleman v\ith whom he was then living was
very indignant at his being whipped because he was in his employment. He stated to

the colored man, " If you desire to leave me and go back to your former emidoyer, you
maj- go ; but I shall not discharge you." The negro refused to go. A body of dis-

guised men came to the house. I must say that this case, I think, had no political

a.spect at all. The house was a log house, and there were two men in it, the owner of the
house and his brother-in-law. The disguised men fired ; and the two men in the house
tired upon them and Avounded two of them very severely. The wounded men werecar-
jied oif, however. It was seen by the blood next morning that two had been wounded.
When the men inside the house had discharged their guns, one of the disguised men
on the outside knowing that their guns were empty, stex>ped up to the house, shot one
of the persons in the house, and killed him ; shot him just in the thorax. The informa-
tion in regard to this case was givera to me by a State senator, Mr. Johnson, of Hale
County. It occurred not far from the place of his residence. Hale, Bibb, and Perry
are adjacent counties.

Question. Can you state any other case ?

Answer. Those are the only cases that occurred in the immediate vicinity of my
county that yoii have not be^n informed about, I xiresume. There was the case of
George A. Clark, who was very severely treated in Sumter County, in the fall of 1870.

Shall I state what he told me ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Ansicer. This gentleman states that he is an Englishman, still a subject of Great
Britain ; that he was teaching a negro school in Sumter ; that a band of men took him
out, whipped him very severely—terribly; shot him and hung him. They supposed,
he says, that he was dead. They let him down ; he was insensible ; he recovered,

however, crawled off, made his escape and came to my county. I was the superintend-

ent of education for my county at that time, and I gave him em])loyment. He is now
teaching a negro school in my county. This occurred in the fall of 1870. Mr. Clark
can be had if he is desired.

Question. Why did these men treat him in this way ?

Answer. He stated that they did it because he was teaching a negro school.

Question, Did you understand from him that that was what they said to him?
Answer. Yes, sir; that was the cause assigned.

Question. Do yon understaiul that there was no other charge against him ?

Answer. None other that I know of. I got my information in regard to it from him.

alone.

Question. Have you heard of the occurrence otherwise?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. But the particulars of it you obtained from him ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. Yv'lien I was in Tuscaloosa to take part in reorganizing the uni-

versity. Professor Whitlield, a professor in the institution, gave me some letters which
I have here, which were addressed to students of the univ.^rsity. There were only a

very few students there. These letters had a string tied aromd them, and were hung
27
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npon tliis dagger, [witness produces a dagger,] wliich was stuck iuto one of the doors
of the university. This is the instrument given to me by Professor Whitfield, and
•these are the letters [producing letters] which were addressed to the students, order-

ing them to leave. One of these students was the son of Ex-Governor Smith.
Question. Read the letters.

Answer. They are as follows :

"David Smith: You have received one notice from us, and this shall be our last.

You nor no other d—d sou of a d—d radical traitor shall stay at our university. Leave
here in less than ten days, for in that time we will visit the place and it will not be
well for you to he found out there. The State is ours and so shall our university be.

" Written by the secretary by order of the Klau."

" Seavey : You have received one notice from us to leave. This is the last. We
will be out in force in less than ten days, and it will not be good for you to be found
out there. We are resolved it shall not be carried on under the present faculty. Some
have been wise enough to take our warning. Do the same.

" The Klan."

" Charles Muncel : You had better get back where you came from. We don't want
any d—d Yauk at our colleges. lu less than ten days we will come to see if you obey
our warning. If not, look out for hell, for d—n you, we will show you that you shall

not stay, you nor no one else, in that college. This is your tirst notice ; let it be your
last.

" The lOan by the secretary."

" Hartox : They say you are of good democratic family. If you are, leave the
university and that quick. We don't intend that the concern shall run any longer.

This is the second notice yoit have received
;
you will get no other. In less than ten

days we intend to clean out the concern. W^e will have good southern men there or

none.
" By order of the K. K. K."

This Charles Muncel, to whom one of the letters was addressed, was a young man
from the State of New York, as I was informed by the faculty. The letters were inclosed

in one enveloiie, addressed

—

" K. K. K.,

"Students University."

Question. These letters Avere all left at the door at one time ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; they were all tied together. The persons to whom they were ad-
dressed were students of the university.

Quniion. And the letters were fastened to the door by this dagger ?

.liisircr. Yes, sir.

QuoitloK. When was that ?

Ansicer. I cannot be positive as to the time.
Question. Waa it recently ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; this year.

By Sir. Blair :

QucMion. Did those students leave ?

Answer. They left. They were smart enough for that.
,

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol.vxd:)

Question. These young men have all gone?
Answer. There were no students in the university when we went there to reorganize

the facultj' in June.
Question. You have spoken of the election in your county in Jantiary, and have said

that there were bodies of men riding about in your town two or three nights before
the election. Was there about that election anything peculiar, anything different
from what you had before?

Ansiar. I do not know that I understand what you mean by "peculiar."
Question. W^as there anything peculiar about the polls? Were there men there

armed ?

Answer. Not at that election, so far as I know. The republican who was voted for
did not appear at all. I think he was afiaid to come on the ground. The public
feeling at that election was very different from what it was at tiie fall election—the
State election.

Question. What caused th<i difference? Give us your opinion about that matter.
Answer. My opinion is just this: The counties of Greene and Sumter, in West

Alabama, were strongly r-'publican up to the last fall election. At. that time, one of
those counties—my recol'ection is it was Sumter—gave tiOD democratic majority, when
there had been before tb it nearly 2,000 republican majority, though I will not bo posi-



ALABAMA. • 419

tive as to the nnniber. The connty of Greene also gave a democratic majority,
althong-h very much ismaller thau that civeu by Sumter. It had been oue of the
hxrgesf republican counties in the State. My opin'iou is that the success of the course
pursued in Greene and Sumter, by which those counties were wrested from the
republicans and made to give democratic iuajorities, was seen in our county and that
it was the same spirit.

Cjuesiioti. What do you refer to? What had been done in those counties?
Answer. There had been a great deal of violeuce and intimidation there. It had

been perfectly horrible. Numbers of men had been killed in those counties, and all of
them republicans.

Qucslioii. Did the appearance of these armed bodies of men in your county produce a
similar elfect there?

Ansicer. Upon the colored people ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Amu-er. Yes, sir, it did. Many of the leading colored iieojilc rold me that they never
intended to vote, or to have anything to do again with an election in my county.

Question. Were they intimidated ?

Ansicer. They were intimidated, unquestionably, not only with reference to that elec-
tion, but as to future elections. At an election held early in March iu my town—a mu-
nicipal election—a number of armed men were around the polls, and they did what our
laws positively prohibit. Voters were challenged. Men who were registered by
democratic registrars were refused the privilege of voting ; their votes were challenged,
which is contrary to tiie laws of our State. The registration was going on at the time
of the election ; it had not been entirely completed, and I know of several men who
came with certiticatfes of registration from a democratic registrar, w^ho were challenged.
My father-in-law, as strong a democrat as there is in any State, (but I believe him to be
•anhonestnian, and one who would do justice to all men,) was one of the registrars.
Negroes would go to these registrars, who would question them, and if, in tljeir opinion,
they were entitled to registration, they would register them and give them certihcates.
There WTere printed lists of those registered prior to that time. A immber of men who
were sent with these certificates were refused the privilege of voting; their votes
were challenged, although our State law positively iirohibits it.

Question. And they were not allowed to vote ?

Answer. They were not allowed to vote.

Question. Do you know whether, in consequence of this feeling which prevailed in
j'our county, men staid away in any considerable numbers, and did not offer to vote ?

Anstver. This was a municipal election, not a county election. Men did stay away. I
know a very intelligent white man, a reimblican, who staid away on that account.
He told me so.

Question. You have stated various acts of violence committed in your county. In
how many ca.ses have the xiarties been prosecuted ?

Answer. Not oue that I know of. I can safelj- say that iu my county (I do not know
how it may be in other places) I do not know of a single case in which there has been
a prosecution. I think that none of the parties have been prosecuted. It is proper to

say that some of these cases have occurred since our court adjourned ; I want to make
no erroneous impression. But those that occurred before the adjournment of our court
were not prosecuted.

Question. You have, I suppose, as we have elsewhere, a process of bringing a man
charged with crime before a magistrate ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have there been any such proceedings?
Answer. No steps of that kindhave beeu taken, so far as Iknou-.
Question. Do you kuow why nothing has been done in the way of prosecuting for

those offenses?
Answer. I suppose that, as these men were iu disguise, it was not known who com-

mitted the deeds. The prosecuting attorney for our county is a very able and very de-

termined man, and I do not think he would hesitate to prosecute if he knew the
parties. I refer now to the cases of whippings. As to these challenges.of votes, we
have had nocourt since that was done. I spoke with our county solicitor in reference

to that matter. I told him the law had been violated, and remarked, " I try to obey
the law myself, and think other men ought to do the same." He remarked that it was
useless to "prosecute for challenging the votes.

Question. You have given us a statement of what has transpired in your county.

Has the condition of things in other parts of the State during the last year been simi-

lar ? What information have you upon that point ?

Answer. From the best information I can obtain, there are several counties of the

State of Alabama in which.during tlie last year tlien-was very great intimidation and
violence. I do not believe that any candid man of any ])olitic3 could say tliat there

was a fair expression of the political sentiments of the people of Greene and Sumter
Counties in the last election.
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Question What prevented a fair expression of the popular sentiment ?

Ansiver. The violence that had been perpetrated betore the. election.

Oucsft'oH. What sort of violence ?
. .

Anstver. The killin- and whipping of persons by men m disguise. Citizens of Greene

Couutv told me they knew colored men who had not slept m their hou.ses lor a month,

because tliey were afraid to sleep there. Mr. Hays, one of the Representatives in Cou-

o-ress from our State, told me ho knew colored men who had not slept m their houses

for % month. I was elected to the board of education last fall. I wanted to canvass

Sumter and Greene in that election, and my friends told me tliat I could not do it
;
that

I would endanger niy life if I did. Up to that time I had had none of that feeling.

Up to October, 1870, I felt that there was no part of the American continent where 1

could not express my sentiments freely.

Oiiesiion. Was this thing confined to Greene and Sumter Counties i
:, , .

dnswer. No, sir : thire hfis been violence elsewhere. As I have been informed, (and

it is true bej^ond all fTiiestion,) a large number of men have been killed m Tuscaloosa

County.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Have any been whipped ?
, . •, , -, -d- ^ ^

Ansiver. Others have been whipped. The sanie thing has been done in Pickens

Countv. The violence in the four counties I have named has been greater than m any

other portion of the State in my section. We are, as you will hnd by reference to the

man separated very much from Northern Alabama. Until very recently we have had

no lailroad running through the State connecting the northern and southern portions.

Mv information is confined to ttose counties which are nearest to me. All the counties

I have named are in the fourth congressional district—the district that voted for me

as a member of the board of education. The members ot the board are elected by

congressional districts.

Question. By the people ?
,. . , rr^i ^- +i ,f «^,,,

Ansiver By the people in the congressional districts. The same counties that com-

pose a congressional district elect a member of the board of education once in two

years.

By Mr. Beck; :

Question. Who represents your district in Congress ?

Ansiver. Mr. Hays.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Was there a perceptible change in the votes of the counties you have

named in the last election ?
„ , . i, xi 4.- i e *i

Answer. I suppose you have the records of the votes of these counties and of the

State here somewhere.
ix ^ ^u j. i *

Question. I would like you to state generally the results of that election.

Answer. Sumter and Greene Counties were among the largest republican counties in

that congressional district. I say they were among the largest ;
they weR' not the

larcvest That district is in what is known as the " Black Belt." My recollection is

that Greene gave about 2,500 majority for General Grant, and Sumter in the neighbor-

hood of 2,000. Last year, Sumter gave a large democratic majority, and Greene a

democratic majority.
. i t , i.i 4.

Question. Is it your belief that this change in the vote was produced by theterroi

and intimidation of which you have spoken ?
, , ,. -x ^ i t

Ansiver. 1 have no sort <rf doubt in the world that it was. I believe it as hrmly as 1

believe in the existence of my ISIaker.
_

Question. Do you believe that these acts of violence and this terrorism were gotten

^up by these bodies of men for that purpose?
.

Ansiver. 1 believe that they were gotten up for the purpose of mlluencmg the

elections.
. , !>

Question. How was it in regard to the other counties you have named .

Ansiver. I have the same opinion in regard to them.

Question. Do you know whether the law has been enforced against any of these men

in anv of the counties you have named ?
• , i i

Answer. So far as I know, or have been informed, not one man has been punished by

tlie State laws for these outrages.
x ^ ^i i ^

Question. What is your belief as to the causes of the non-enforcement ot the law

against them ? • t t *i,

Inswer. I think that in many cases it is because the men are lu disguise. In tne

county of Greene the solicitor was killed. Doubtless you Imve all heard ot the atrocious

assassiualion of Mr. Boyd at uight by a body of men variously stated at Irom htty to

seventv-fivc. Tlie opinion of citizens of Greene in regard to the killmg, as given to

nic, is,'that the cause of his death was that he was endeavoring to ferret out some

outrages which had been previously committed.
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By Mr. Pool :

QiicsUon. By disguised men ?
, ., . •, x xt, ^ ^

Answer By diso-uised men. There is another theory in regard to the cansc of his

as.sassinatioA. I will state all that I have lieard in rej,'aid to the matter. The other

theory as o-iven lue by Chancellor Clarke and his son, who are most excellent gentle-

men of hit^li intelligence and integ:«ty, is, that Boyd himself, previons to the war, had

committeff a homicide, and either suffered the penalty, or was acrpiitted ; I do not know

which. He may have been tried and acquitted, or convicted and pardoned. Some

person's in Greeiie County think that the men who assassinated him were friends of the

man whom he had killed.

By the CH.viRiiAX, (Mr. Poland :)

Oitcstion. Do you believe that one cause of the failure to prosecute these men has been

the fear of violence entertained by those whose duty it was to prosecute?

Atmver. I do not think that the solicitor of my county has any fear of that sort.

OHCSfiOH. How is it in these other counties?
1 , . .. ^ . n ^ +i ^

4nsuwr I have no doubt that that is the case. I cannot state it as a fact
;
but that

is my opinion. I will state that, perhaps, we have in my county the ablest solicitor m
the State a man of very superior ability, and fearless in the discharge of his duty.

Question. Have yoTi heard of these bodies of disguised men in other parts of the

Answer. Yes, sir, I have. I have heard of them in several counties north of me, in

St. Clair and Walker.
Question. Have the results been similar ?

'iimccr Yes, sir, thev have produced similar results.

Question. Have you any knowledge or general judgment from the transactions as to

the extent of this' organization? '

, t ^ j,i
• • v

Ansicer. I have no knowledge except what I have gathered from the opinions ot

others. I never myself saw a Kn-Klux.
. . ,. x ^i

*
i

Question From all the information that you have in relation to the appearance and

conduct of these bands of men, what is your judgment in regard to the generality ot

an organization of that kind ?
. ,. , j.- n

Ans'wcr I think these men were, last fall and winter, organized m the counties 1 have

snokeu of Greene, Sumter, Pickens, and Tuscaloosa; whether the organization is in

existence at this time I do not know. But I have no doubt at all that there was a

systematic organization of these men last year.

o»rs/;o». For what purpose? With what intent ?
^f irto

Answer Mv opinion is that their intent was to influence the State election ot 1K7U.

Question. Upon what class of men have these acts of violence, whippings, murders,

&c., been committed ?

inswer. They are not committed by the best men by any means.
.

'Question. I ask, upon what class of men 'are they committed ? Who are the victims

"
Answer They are most generally negroes ; negroes or white men who are republicans.

Question. Do' these acts of violence seem, as a general rule, to be committed only

aaainst republicans, eitber white or colored ?
^ ,., t ^ +i.^ ^,.i,r

Answer. Yes, sir. as a general rule. The exceptions of which I spoke are the only

cases within iny knowledge where the violence was committed npon any other than

%')a!)?oT.\hat case you said you thought had no political significance whatever ?

inswer. In my opinion, it had not.
. . r '

c;+ +«

Question. How is'it in regard to the expression of opinion in portions of your State

^^XSS!' Well! as I have stated, up to last fall, I felt I could go in any part, of Southern

Alabama or anvwhere else in the State, or in the Union, am express my sentiments

wShSut let or hinderance. But I believe that hvst fall it would have cost ^^^\>^^
his life to have gone alone and without protection to some portions of &i^'«i'^ & m^^^^

Tuscaloosa, and Pickens Counties, and made republican speeches. That is mj honest

^%!estion. Do you know anything of recent transactions of the character we are now

'"SIS!? My l^nmtry has been more quiet since the winter; all of our State I thmk,

has been more quiet; I think there lu'.s been more quiet m our section ol the b.atc

durinsx this last spring than for some months previous.

Question. Have you any theory as to how that has been produced ?
,

Answer. I think it may be attributable partly to two causes ^^'

f; J,, ^A^
n.;"

•

there is no political excitement now, no election pending in f^; /
"

^ ^s'v'e bv
and, in the second place, I think it is possible, and even 1>™^:^^'1':;/.'•;

,,
'/ '

r'^'f^.i
ConWess of the bill under which there was an etlort made to gne piotectio.i to nco

thought and free speech in the South may have had its intlueuce.
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Question. And this strfte of greater security is general, so far as you know ?

Ansicei: Through my section of the State it is; and so far as I know throughout tha

State.
Question. This feeling of apparent hostility, of which you speak, is it against any-

hody who votes the republican ticket, or is it only against the colored people who votu

that ticket ?

Answer. It is against anybody who is actively a republican,

Question. Is there any sj^ecial hostility to negro suffrage—to negroes exercising the

right to vote ?

Answer. Yes, sir; the democratic party of my State, and, so far as I have been ablo

to get information, elsewhere, are very much, opposed to negfo suffrage.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Has anybody been killed in your county by disguised men ?

Ansicer. Nobody that I know of.

Question. Nobody that you have heard of?
Ansicer. Nobody that I have heard of. I think I can safely say that nobody has been

killed in my county, unless the killing of Greathouse occurred in Ferry County. It

"was on the edge of either Perry or Bibb.
Question. He was a democrat ?

Ansieer. That was my iufonuatiou. That case was not political in its aspect. It was,
as I understood, a difficulty growing out of the hiring of a negro.

Question. You yourself never saw a disguised man ?

Answer. I never saw a Ku-Kliis. I have seen disguised men, but never saw such as

you allude to—a Ku-Klux in disguise.

Question. You never saw any of these bands of men going about in the night ?

Answer. Never any of the disguised men that you speak of.

Question. And the information you have as to many of the cases you have given
coi^ies directly or indirectly from the parties who were chastised ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And they all, of cpiu'se, deny that there was any reason for it ?

Ansirer. There was no reason ^iveji.

Question. Is it not almost certain that the persons who had been chastised, no matter
what was the cause, would assert that there was no reason ? Is not that the ordinary
course of things when a statement comes from such a source ?

Answer. That might be true ; but the laws of our State do not permit a body of men
to go out and chastise such persons as they may select. If individuals violate the
laws, there are laws to punish them for such violation.

Question. There is certainly no dispute about that ; but the person who is chastised
if) sure to say that he has been guilty of no offense, is he not ?

Answer. Well, I do not know, sir.

Question. Suppose a person Were whipped^ illegally and wrongfully, because he had
l>urned a barn or a dwelling-house in the niglit-time, aiid it could not be j)roved upon
him ; would that be as great an outrage as if he had been whipjied when he had done
no such thing ?

Answer. Of course not.

Question. Do you think the outrage would be equally great ?

Answer. I do not ; I have no doubt that a man who would burn a barn or commit a

theft or anything of that sort would say he had committed no offense if whipped
for it.

Question. Several cases yoir mentioned were cases of violence upon women—whip-
ping them, &c.?

Answer. There was one case where a woman was shot—she and her son; and one
woman was whipped.

Question. Do you suppose that those women were mixed up with politics?
Answer. No, sir; not at all.

Question. Then you think that the men who did those whippings did them either
from pure wantonness

Answer. One Avomau was shot and another whipped. In the case of the whipping, the
cause given by the parties who whipped the woman was, as I understood, that sho had
left the employment of Mr. Blackburn and gone away from him. She was whipped,
aiul W(mt back.

Question. There was no i)olitics in that ?

Answer. None at all.

Question. As to the case of the other woman, what was said about that?
Ansu-(r. My understanding was that a party of disguised men were riding along, and

they sliot at and hit this woman and her child.
Question. Tiiat w.ns an accident, yon think?
Ar.sH'er. No, sir; I do not think so..

Question. You think they just shot at her because they could shoot?
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Jyisircr. I suppose so. It was a piece of Avautouuess, I think. If I had thought it

was au accident, I shonkt have said so at lirst. I am a southern man, and I say noth-
ing against my people unless I feel compelled to say it.

Qiiesiiov. Those letters to the boys at the university, were they never ti-aced to any
source ?

Answer. None that I know of. No effort was made, so far as I know, to trace them
to any source. They are all evidently written by the same person, I think. The cir-

cumstances were just as I have detailed them. They were found hanging to a dagger,
which was stuck in one of the doors of the university. There was a string tied round
the letters, and they were hung on the dagger.

Qncsiion. IJid any disguised men ever come to that university?
Answer. None that I know of.

Question. You never heard of any being there'?

Ansicer. I never heard of any.
Question. Those three boys all left?

Ansn-er. There were four. I do not know whether they all left at once; they all left,

however.
(ifuestion. Does it not strike you that a boy who wanted to get away from school might,

as a very ready means of getting away, give himself notice in that manner, and get off

on the strength of it ?

Ansiver. It may be so, but I have no idea that it is true in this case—none in the world.
If you had lived in that country, and knew what has been said about the university,
and what has been done in regard to it, you would think as I do in reference to this
matter.

Question. But no disguised men ever came thore?
Answer. Not that I know or have heard of. The university is situated at Tuscaloosa,

some forty or fifty miles from where I reside.

Question. You got information from Mr. Hays about the condition of things in his
district ?

Ansiver. ISIr. Hays told me in the canvass of last fall that it would not be safe for me
to go into Greene or Sumter County to make a speech. He told me there was no fair

expression of opinion in Greene and Sumter Counties in the last .election, nor in Pickens
and Tuscaloosa. * ,

Question. Do yon not know that Mr. Hays himself is perhaps as odious personally as
'any other man in his district, and do you not know that he made speeches ?

Ansicer. He did not make any speeches in the last election in Greene and Sumter
Counties. I do not know that he attempted to make but one speech in Greene, and
then he was mobbed.

Question. Where was that ?

Ansicer. At Eutaw.
Question. Do you know that ho attempted to make a speech there?

(yAnswer. I lieard Governor Smitli say so.

Question. Did he tell you that he attempted to make a speech ?

Answer. Not that he attempted to make a speech, but that he got on the table and
was pulled down. He was going to adjourn the meeting, I think he said. Governor
Parsons and Senator Warner had spoken.

Question. Your last general election was last fall?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; there has been none since that time.
Question. And at that time the condition of affairs in your section of the country was

perfectly quiet ?

Answer. Not in my country; but in my county at that time it was perfectly quiet,

and the election was perfectly fair. Sumter and Greene are in my region of countrj-.

Question. Have the whites or the blacks the majority in your county ?

Ansicer. The majority of blacks is very large.

Question. Are the officials in your county republicans ?

Answer. Most of them are not now. There were republicans elected. Tiie ])robato

judge, the sheriif, and the circuit clerk (those are all I now recollect) resigned and
went awaj- this year ; or, rather, the sheriff went away last year.

Question. When were they elected ?

Ansicer. In 1868.

Question. Had their terms of office expired ?

Ansicer. No, sir; those men left. They sold their offices. The i)robate judge sold his

for several thousand dollars. The fast sheriff went off without selling his office at all.

His successor sold his office for .';iil,000 or $1,.500. The circuit clerk sold Ijis office for

some amount which I do not know. When I say they sold tlieir offices, I mean thi^y

sold the fees upon their books and their nnexpired terms of office. The inobatc judge
had a large amount of fees upon his books, not as much, liowever, by a considerable
amount, as he received for his office.

Question. Is such a proceeding as that in accordance with the laws of Alabama?
Answer. A democratic governor appointed their successoBs. I am not a lawyer.
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\ By tlio Chairman, (Mr. PoLAXD:)

Qucsilon. The rc'iiublicans sold and democrats Lought ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; a democratic governor appointed the meu who bought the offices,

who were democrats.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Is such a proceeding iu accordance with the laws of Alabama?
Ansircr. I do not think it is. It certainly is not in accordance with my views of

right.

Quesiion. A man has no right to sell an office ?

Answer. I do not think so ; but, as I told you, I am no lawyer.

Question. Is that a fair sample of the character of men who have generally been hold-

ing office in Alabama ?

Answei: The three men who sold their offices were good officers. Judge Williams,

the probate judge, was a most excellent and efficient otficer. A more honorable man I

do not know anywhere. The circuit clerk was by common acceptation acknowledg(;d

to be the best circuit clerk we ever had in our county. The lirst sherilf under the new
regime was not an efficient officer, because he was a dissipated man. His successor, who
was a republican, resigned, atad Governor Smith, just before going out of office,

appointed a successor, T.hicli gave rise to the vacancy I have spoken of in the senatorship,

the senator being aj)iiointed sheriif. His successor, Mr. Wymau, was a clever man an(l

a goo<l officer. He told mc that the office was not as profitable an office as he expected,

and he sold it. He sold, for ^1,000 or |1,500, I think, his office and ^ the fees upon his

books. Those fees, however, were not as large as the amount paid in any instance.

Question. What became of those men ?

Ansver. They have gone north.

Question. 'Where ?

Answer. One has gone to Jlissouri, one to Ohio, and one to Wisconsin.
Question. They were not citizens of your State except temporarily f

Answer. They were not citizens of our Statetill after the war.
Question. Were they not Freedmen's Bureau agents and officials who came down

there ?

Answer. I do not think that either of them was a Freedmen's Bureau agent. I believe

they were all Union soldiers, and most of them officers, who had been stationed in our
country.

Question. And elected while so stationed there?
Answer. O, no. The two Williamses—the sheriff and the probate judge—rented laud

and farmed for some t-ime before they were elected, ilr. Wyman, who was State sena-
tor—I do not know what he did. I did not know him till he was elected.

Question. Did not the great bulk of the meu who got into office in your State in 1868
belong to the class known as " carpet-baggers," men who came there for no other pur-

l)Oso than to get office, and who generally got it ?

Answer. I will give you my ideas about that. In 1868 a large number ofmen who were
incompetent and unworthy to hold office were elected. There is no question about that.

Among that number of incompetents there were both "carpet-baggers" and natives;
perhaps a majority of the incompetents were what you call " carpet-baggers." But many
of the officers who were elected at that time were as efhcient as any officers who ever
served any State. There were many who were otherwise. It would he useless for me to

undertake to explain how that grew up. It grew out of a variety of causes. We
might talk an hour upon that point. In the first place, the re]n;b]icans had not a.s large
a class of men to select from as I v.ish th<'y had had. I believe that if we had had all

onr people to select from, we would have obtained a.s a general thing a better da.ss of
officers. I have no question about that .at all. Some of the men who were elected in

1868 were unprinci])led men—as much so as any that ever disgraced any country.
Others were men of as much honor, integrity, and ability as ever filled oltice in any
State. I believe that if there h.^d been no disfranchisement—if in the reconstruction
of our State wc had had all the people to select from, it would have been greatly
better for us and greatly better for the State. Fewer bad officers would have beeu
elected.

By Mr. Blair : .

'

Question. You have not all to select from oven now ?

Answer. No, sir ; unfortunately wc have not.

By Mr. Beck :

QHcslion. Was it not a matter of very serious complaint with the great mass of your
})coplc that large numbers of men who were not of you at all, who had not come among
you to become bona fide citizens, together with the rac(> that had been enfranchised by
acts of Congress—the negroes, 1 mean—should h.ave attenii)ted to put upon you a con-
stitution disfranchising so much of the intelligence of the State?

Answer. It liad a bad cli'ect ; there is no doubt about that; and, aS I told you, it had
this eli'cct upon me—that I opposed the constitution.
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Question. That was one of the reasons you opposed it ?

An-'mTi: That Avas the reason why I did o])pose it.

Question. You entered your protest against it ?

Atiswer. Yes, sir; I had mj' protest entered on the journal of the convention.

By Mr. Blair :

Qucsiion. It disfranchised you ?

Answer. No, sir : I had not been in office before the war. I was not disfranchised by
the fourtceutla amendment.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. What would be the effect of general amnesty upon your communitj-?
Answer. Most salutary.

Question. In what regard?
Answer. In every respect in wliicb a country can be benefited. I think general am-

nesty would benefit our country, and i)articularly our section. I think it would
remove a great deal of the hard feeling now existiug; and I am honest in the belief
that it would greatly aid in suppressing these disorders, which are terrible, and which
I look upon v.'ith the deepest regret, for I am a southern man, and have as much pride
in my country as any man.

Question. You think that these disorders largely grow out of the distinctions that
are now kept up ?

Ansiver. I will explain how I think tfcese disorders grew up. In the first place, I
believe that great bitterness was engendered among the white people by the disfran-
chisement of their representative men ; and I think that that bitterness was greater
toward the negro after his enfranchisement than it would have been if there had been
no disfranchisement of the whites. I think that this w;^s the commencement of the
trouble. The beginning of bitterness in our country was the disfranchisement of the
whites ; and out of that grew, in a great measure, their opposition to this movement
of reconstructiou. This, coupled with negro suffrage, was the origin of the difficulty.

The white people in our country, though they may accept what is knovv-n as the "new
departure," are at heart unalterably opposed, in my opinion, to negro suffrage. This
alone has carried me into the republican party, for I believe that sufi'rage is necessary
for the negroes for their protection under our form of government.

Question. And you think that a full restoration of all rights to all your jieople would
have a beneficial effect ?

Answer. I think it would have a most salutary influence.

Question. You think that the people would more cheerfully acquiesce in the new
order of things, aud that a great many of the existing troubles would be removed?
Answer. The troubles iu the south are very great. I do not knov/ that the removal

of political disabilities would now correct them entirely.

Question. Is it not j'our opinion that the measure would have a tendency in that
direction ?

Answer. Yes, sir; the tendency would be in that direction; it would have a most
salutary effect.

Question. It would aid in correcting the exisriug troubles?

Answer. Yes, sir. I have been, as all my party friends kuow, an earnest advocate,

ever since the war, for the removal of all disfi'anchisement from the southern people.

I, myself, v.as in the confederate army. \Vhile I was a Union mau before the war and
did not favor secession, still, vv^heu it came to a fight between my section and another,

I went with my section ; and I did it honesth' aud heartily, as 1 have before stated.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was not that the case with the great body of the southeru j)eople ? Were
they not Union men at heart !

Answer. I think the majority of the people of my State were Union men. They were
not allowed to vote, you recollect, upon the question of the secession of the State. It

was never submitted to the people at all. If it had been, aud if we could have
had a fair canvass, (I do not know that a fair canvass could have been had,) I

believe a majority of the i)eople of Alabama would have voted against secession.

But the leaders of' that movement were bold men ; they did nut submit the question

to the pciople ; and if i'» had been submitted, I do not believe there would have been a
free expression of opinion.

By the Chairm^vn, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. 1 would like to inquire a Kttle further in regard to your imiversity, and
the state of things iu connection with it.

Answer. Under our new constitution, the educational interests of the State are

intrusted to a board of education, consisting of two members from each congressional

district. Those members are elected for four years, one from each district being chosen
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every tvro years. They are the regents of the State University. That university is

maintained by the proceeds of public lands given by the United States Government to
the State of Alabama for a university. We have an income of $24,000 a year. I may
as Avell state, by "oay of explanation, that the lauds given by the United States were"
sold, and the money jjlaced in the treasury of the State ; but it was used ; and the
money for the support of this university is now raised by direct taxation upon the

l)eoi)le. The trust fund for tlis benefit of the university is gone. It was lost in the •

banking oiieratious of the State years ago.

By Mr. Coburx :

Question. How long ago ?

Answer. A good many years ago—before I went into the State.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Before the war ?

Ansircr. Long before thje war. The State went into a banking system, and lost all

the trust-funds it had—the i)ublic school fund, and the university fund.

By Mr. Coburx :

Qnesiion. And the interest is now supplied by direct taxation ?

Ansiver. Not the full amount of the interest. After the loss to the State, the legisla-

ture passed an act ])roviding that the State should give !r!l8,000 a year to the univer-
sity, paying tliat mncli in lieu of this other money ; but it was not half a.s much as
the annual interest on the uuivcisity l'un<l would have been if it had lieen preserved.
The university is now maintained in that way. Our public schools are maintained in

the same way—by direct taxation upon the ])eople, to replace monft,vs that should have
acciiied by the annual interest on a trnst-fnnd, which trust-fund has been lost—lost

long before the war. In 1868 that university went into the hands of this board of
regents. Several members of the board were most nnsuitablc men for their positiojis

;

they have not managed the university wisely or well. The opposition to republican-
ism has been, perlnips, as strong and bitter i>n Tnsc.lloosa CouTity as in any county of
the State; intolerance and proscription have, perha])s, in no part of the State been
stronger. There was a great opposition to the university under the regime under
Avhicii it was then conducted. The professors told me that students, when they canio
there, were visited by persons of Tuscaloosa, and begged not to go to the university.
Some, after having been sent there by their parents, were persuaded to go back, and
did not matriculate. There has not been given to the university for its assistance and
success that aid and encouragement wliich are usually given to an institution of that
kind by the town \n which it is located.

Question. Has this feeling of opposition to the success of the university under its

present management assumed a party character?
AnsKcr. Yes, sir, it had assumed that character. Bnt let me do justice to all, and say

that the l)oard of regents who first organized the university after the war did not act
wisely or discreetly. They selected some very improj)er men, and men whom no people
ought to have been satisfied with, (there is no doubt in tlie world about that,) though
they selected also some good men ; for instance, Mr. Tutwiler, who w<ls selected by this

old board of regents to the presidency, is a gentleman of high character and standing
in my State. He did not, however, accept the presidency.

By Mr. Conuiix

:

Question. Is there any opposition there to the education of the colored people in free

schools f

Answer. The men who were formerly slave-holders, are, in our section, the most
intelligent men of the community. 1 want you to understand that in saying this, I

pay no coiujiliment to the system of slave-hohling, liccause I now tliink tliesame about
that as you do, though I did not before the war, as I then held slaves. The slave-

holders of our country are the most intelligent men, beeatise, as a class, they have had
the means of accjuiring intelfigence. They, as a general thing, are not 0])posed to the
education of the negro. The uneducated white man, and the man v.iio in his sphere
of life is brought nearer to competition with the negro— that class of men are, in my
opinion, opjiosed to th<! education of the negro.

(Question. Does that assume a party sha]ie f

Answer. Yes, sir; it assumes a party shnpe, because in my county there are not moro
than a dozen white republicans. There have been no negro school-houses burned in my
county, so far as I know or believe. The educational interests of the county were in

my hands ; I was superiuteudeiit of educatiou until about the 1st of April, l.-^Tl, and I

found no obstruction wluitever to the establishuicnt of schools. I found Inkcwarm-
ness in some [daces, l)ut no ])ositiv{! opj)(>sition. ily county is one of the most intelli-

gent in the State of Alabama. I doubt whether tliere is one in the State that is more
SI). luriiy towu, by my own re([m'St, two gentlemen who an- democrats wen^ apijointed
connj)issioners of our normal coUn-ed school. They take an a^'tive interest in the institu-

tion. Both of them were formerly slave-holders. Tliey aremeu of high education and
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intelligeuco. I have heard that in the more uoithern counties, wlierc education aiuouj-
till' whites i,s not so general as in luy county, (in my county tin; whites are nearly all

educated, all who were there het'ore the \Var,) there is oijposition to negro schools ; and
I havttseeu in the uewspapers accoimts of the burning of negro school-houses in t'lat

section of the State. But there is nothing of that sort in my county. This Mr. Clark,
of whom I spoke, told me that he was whipped, and shot and wounded, and stretched
np by a rope, simply because he was a teacher of a negro school. That happened in
Sumter County.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poi.axd :)

Q)te8iion. Among the uneducated class of v.hites, which is pretty numerous, I suppose,
in your /?tate, there is opposition to tbe education of the negroes f

Answer. I think that among them there is opposition to the education of the negroes.
Question. As to the feeling of opposition to the university, which you say has

assumed a party form, did that grow out of the incompetency and unsuitableuess of
some portion of the regents, or did it grow out of the fact that the institution was
under republican auspices ?

Ansirer. I think the feeling was attributable to both causes.
Question. How is it with the board of regents now ?

Answer. Just two-thirds of our board of regents are republicans. But I do not think
that the present board of regents are influenced by political affiliations or political
bias in their action in regard to the educational interests of the State. I believe that
the people of the State, irrespective of party, will bear me out in saying that no politi-

cal complexion is given to our action, either as a board of education or as regents.
Question. Does the fact that there is a mujoiity of republicans in the board enter

strongly into the i'eeling of opposition of which you have spoken ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. I Avas in Tuscaloosa at tho time of the reorganization
of the university ; but I saw no opposition at all. In fact, citizens of Tuscaloosa, most
of whom are democrats, were exceedingly anxious that the plan proposed by the repub-
licans should be adopted. The regents were not all present, and one republican went
over to the democrats in the action then taken, and defeated our ])lan. The plan of

reorganization proposed by myself was sustained, I think, almost universally, by the
. alumni of the instittttion, who were there in large numbers, (brought there by the in-

terest which they took in the institution.) and by citizens of Tuscaloosa. There was
embraced in the faculty which I proposed, Mr. Whitlield, a native of the county of

Tuscaloosa, and a rejiublican—the gentleman who gave me that instrument and those

letters, which I have already laid belbre the committee. There was some opposition to

him ; but some of the best men in the town were anxious to see him in the university,

although he is a republican.
Question. Is he a southern or a northern man ?

Answer. Ho is a southern man ; I think he is a native of Tuscaloosa County. He is

a man of very decided ability. In politics he is a republican.

.By Mr. Blair:

Question. You said tMt at the first organization of the university there were some
appointments of improper and incompetent officers ?

Answer There were.
Question. Who were those officers ?

Ansicer. I would not like to mention the names of the gentlemen. I will make this

general remark, that some members of the hrst board of education were unsuitable

persons, and that they made unsuitable selections for the faculty of the university in

some instances.
Question. Was a man by the name of Lakin one of the professors ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he was. I do not know Mr. Lakin ; I never saw him ; I

think he was elected president ; that is my present recollection.

Question. Do you think he was a prexJ*?!' selection '

Ansicer. I do not know him at all ; I n(;vcr saw him.
Question. From his reputation, what do you think on that point ?

Ansiver. Well, sir, in my county you cannot tell from the newspapers what a man's

reputation is, or what it deserves to be. I have known efforts to be mad(! to bluckiiu

the reputation of some of the best men in the world. If I knew Mr. Lakin, and
thought him incompetent, I would unhesitatingly say so. I do not know him. I do

not want to say anything which may give this matter a party complexion if 1 can

avoid it. The fact that the democratic press of our State assails a man is no evidence

that he is not a good man—a gentleman, a scholar, a Christian, and everything that

a man ought to be. That is as true as the Sermon on the Mount.
Question. And if the repuVdican press of your State lauds a man to the skies, is that

a })roof of an eminent gentleman and a Christian !

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think the laudation or abuse of the political press of my
State, on either side, is decisive of a man's character. It is a very difficult matter lor

a man not residing in our community to appreciate the exact state of allairs that wo
have in the South.
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AVasiiixgton, D. C, July 11, 18^1.

Hon. PETER M. DOX sworn aud examined.

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) This witness Laving been summoned at the request

of the minority of the committee, ho will be first examined by some gentleman of the

minority.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. How long have you resided in Alabama, and what is your official position ?

Ansuxr. I reside in Huntsville, Alabama ; I have resided there since 1854-5 ; my
business is that of a farmer ; my official position is that of a Representative in Corfgress.

Question. Yon now hold that position"/

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was a member of the- last Congress, and am also also a faember
of the present Congress, representing the tifth congressional district of Alabama, the
Mountain district, the Union district.

Question. Tell the committee what is the present condition of the State of Alabama,
especially that x>ortion of it with which you are personally acquainted, as to the pro-

tection and security of life and property there.

Ansurr. Do you refer to my own county—the county of Madison?
Question. We expect you to tell what you know personally from your experience in

your district, and what you know concerning the remainder of the State from such
information as you rely upon as true.

Answer. I believe that life, liberty, (including all the privileges that tjie word im-
plies,) and property are as secure to-day in my district as in any part of the country;
I lielieve that the counties composing that district are as quiet and as peaceable to-day
as the old county of Ontario, New York, in which I was reared.

Question. State what counties compose your district.

Ansioer. Madison, (in which I reside,) Jacksou, Marshall, DeKalb, Etowah. Clebui-ne,

Cherokee, St. Clair, and Calhoun. I say that these counties are, to-day, peaceable, quiet,

and orderly ; I say it advisedly, after conferring with men who have resided there for

many years—thirty or forty years. At the same time I must say that there have been
outrages committed within that district, within tiie last three or four years—outrages
which no man who would conserve law aud order can tolerate or approve. There was
an outrage committed in my district last year at Cross Plains ; I think it was a great
outrage.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. In what county ?

Answer. In the county of Calhoun. It was an outrage not unprovoked. I recollect

that in my last election several men were killed. I can name them. Ben. Snodgrass
was killed almost under my eye ; Bob. Thompson was killed last year ; Ragiand was
killed in my district, or in one of the adjoining counties ; a man by the name of Douglass
was killed last January in Jackson County; one negro was killed and one wounded;
a white man by the name of Cate vv-as killed. These 1 look upon as great outrage*; but
they have had nothing to do with politics. They liave J)eeu dovetailed and worked up
as i)olitical nnirders ; but these men who were killed were all democrats, exci'pt one.

Ben. Snodgrass was killed by a re]>ubli(an ; Cate was a democrat; the ni-groes were
democrats; one of them was killed and the other wounded. I have seen some speeches
in wliich the killing ofthese negroes has been sandwiched between other outrages, as

a i)oliti("il outrage; but there is no truth in it at all. Bob. TJioiiipson was a personal
aud political friend of niin(! ; he was kiile<l by Douglass's fiieuds. Douglass was.

a

personal and political friend of mine. I look upon these outrages as deplorable. But
there has been nothing of that kind for many months; I have remarked the contrast
between the condition of that people to-day aud what it was a year or so ago. As for

the Cross Plains outrage

By Mr. BiccK

:

Question. Is that the same as the Paytona afiair ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the Paytona atVair.

Question. Let us hear something about that .'

Answer. I know nothit^g about it i)ersonal]y. of course. I got my information from
Mr. John Tu(k<'r, the president of the Rome, Dalton and Selma Railroad, from Vihose
workshops went the men who were killed there, a white man and four or iive black
men. I was in New York last year Avhen that thing happened. I went down to luy
district for the canvass, and reached there about a month after the alVair hai»peued.
Governor Parsons was there; he was acting as prosecutor. Judge Peters was at
Paytona inquiring into it. 1 will give (he whole history of it as Mr. Tucker gave it to

inc. i>r as I think he would testify if he were summoned here. He is a man of chiU'acter

and trutlifulness.

Qne.ition. You believe the statement you arc about to mako?
Answer. I do. Mr. John Tucker told me in my room in this city when he was giving
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me ail account of this matter, that he could live as peaceaWy in Alabama as he could
anywhere. Referring to this outrage, which was an exceptioual outrage, he said it was
nor uniiroYoked or inexcusable. About night, oue Saturday, a man rode into the town
of (;]osy Plains, and went into the post oOiee either to deliver a letter or to write oue.
He handed the reins of his horse to a colored boy who was there, saying, " Hold my
horse till I come out." The boy took charge of his horse. When the man came out o'f

the office he found his horse gone. He was a man who did not live in Cross Plains,
but some distance away. I do not know whethei* he was a stranger or not ; M-r.
Tucker did not tell me. The man asked the boy where his horse was. The boy said,
"A train of cars came aloug and the horse jerked away from me; I could not
hold him." The man said, "That horse would not get frightened at a train of c^rs.''

He slapped the boy in the face—treatc d him improperly. Thereupon the boy took up
a brickbat or stone, (-'rock" they call it down there,) and struck this man in the face
Avith the stone, brnisiug him very considerably. Several persons saw this, and they
cutied and thrashed the negro for doing it ; they thouglft there had not been sufficient
provocation for the throwing of the brickbat. Thereupon the boy went down to Pay-
tona, a mile, perhaps, or more from Cross Plains, and told a white man by the name of
Luke, and others, about the aflair. Luke told those fellows who were down there to
arm themselves and come up and burn the town, and show those people that this boy
could not be Avhipped at Cross Plains with impunity. Thirty or forty of them, more
or less—I do not know how" many ; I understood Tucker to say thirj^y or forty—went
up there and '' made night hideous." They threatened to burn the town : they fired
off their guns; and they raised Old Scratch generally. They kept it up pretty nuicli
all nigh't. They then retired and went to Paytona, and did not appear again till the
next day in the evening, about the time church was dismissed. At that time they came
back to Cross Plains, armed. They tired tJieir guns oti', not killing anybody, but' in the
direction of a congregation as it was coming out of church, there being women and
children there. By this time the people of Cross Plains were pretty well exasperated,
as Mr. Tucker says, and they seized three or four of these men. They were told that
this white man, Luke, or whatever his name was, had instigated the negroes : they
seized him also and put him in the hands of the sherilf. I'hen some of the people, not
waiting the slow process of the law, very wrongfully and outrageously executed Luke
and the three or four other men who were the ringleaders, believing that those negroes
were seriously i)urposed to destroy their town and slaughter the people. That is Mr.
John Tucker's statement to me, and it is corroborated by the statements of other per-
sons down there. I have heard the same statement froui different sources.

Qnesiion. Was it geuerally believed by the people there that Luke had given the
negroes that advice to burn the town of Cross Plains, and that they had come there
for that purpose ?

Answer. They did believe it, according to Mr. Tucker's statement. I have in my
pocket a letter from a man of character. General Burke, in which he says that Luke
had made himself particularly obnoxious. lie was a sort of miscegenationist. I will

remark right here that if there are any people on the face of the e;?rth who abhor mis-
cegenation it is the mountain people—the smaller planters in that country—the men
who live on their places of one hundred or two hundred acres. Burke writes—and I

have heard it from other sources—that this man affiliated or fraternized with the
negroes socially. I w^ant to say right here to the committee, (and, in doing so, I state

my honest opinion, formed after observation and close scrutiny,) that any man, what-
ever his politics, who goes to Alabama with the motives which should prompt a man
in going from oue State to another, will bo treated kindly—will be received in a
friendly way, no matter what may be his politics. But, of course, if he receives col-

ored men and women at his house, he cannot expect to be treated or received as a
social equal by the white people; for I should not invite any man to my house (and I

suppose every member of this committee would act in the same way) if, when I

returned the call with my wife and daughters, they might be placed by the side of

probably worthh^ss black men or women. That is about the fact of the matter with
reference to the refusal to recognize some people socially. I know a good many repub-

licans in the town of Huntsville to-day, who are treated kindly. Mr. Figgers, the

editor of the Huntsville Advocate, is treated as kindly as anylxnly. Mr. Bradley, a

leading republican, Mr. Ben. Jolly, another r<;publican, and a great many others Avhoui

1 could name, are treated kindly without any regard to their jiolitics.

Question. It has been stated here that it is not safe for republicans to advocate their

principles in Alabama by making public speeches in behalf of the republican cause.

What is your knowledge and infoiiuation upon that subject ?

Answer. I have heard republican speeches made repeatedly without anybody iuter-

fering. Nick Davis has made as decidedly republican speeches as I ever heard any
man make in my life. I have heard such speeches frequently from my competitors in

the canvass, who were republicans: and they had brought no ])art of the audience, so

far as the white people were concerned. My district is a white maij's district; yet I

have divided my time at public meetings with my compbtitors, so far as they wished to
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take it, and tlicy have been treated courteously. Yet I knew all the time that I was fnr-

Bishiui^ the aiidieuce. I do not want to be understood as saying that a man v\-'ho is a

republican is as acceptable there and is treated as kindly as one whose sentiments

are in accord with those of the mass of the people; and I do not know that the case is

diti'ereut anywhere.
(^hicHtion. Can a republican speak his sentiments without personal danger to himself?

A)iSH-er. I think so ; I have no doubt about it. Why, who has been hurt ? I have
never heard of anybody being liin-t there because he was a republican, or because he

addressed andieuces as a republican.

Question. Did your oiiptuients make an active canvass?
J.mwcr. Yes, sir. ily tirst opponent was Judge Haralson, a circuit judge of that dis-

tvic't—a man of great personal popularity. It is true that although he made re])ublicau

speeches, yet he assailed me because of my Unionism ; he assailed me because I did not

tight at Shiloh when he did. I do not know but that may have made his reception

more easy. But he was very^lecided in his republicanism.

Qtiesiion. Who was your last opponent ?

Aimcer. A man by the name of Standitee. As a man he was not to be compared with

Haralson, who is a man of a great deal of character and capacity.

Question. Other republicans have also spoken in your district?

Answer. O, yes.

Question. Aiid .there has been no case where any man has been hurt for speaking hts^

eentiments ?

^l^iswer. I have never known men to be hurt for speaking their opinions. I have
heard men denounced on either side. I have been denounced pretty shari)ly. Old
Lakin, for instance, denounced me pretty sharply in a long speech.

Qui'slion. Tell us all you know about Lakin.

Ansuvr. I do not know him personally. I never spoke to liim in my life. I have met
him ouce or twice.

Qucftion.. What is his general character among your people? Let us have all you
know about him from any information on which you rely ?

Anstvcr. All I know about him from information is that he is a man who is very reck-

less in his statements, a man exceedingly careless in his utterances. We saw only the

brief abstract of his testimony as given by telegraph, but I do not think any people

were ever so much astonished as the republicans of Huntsville were when they read

that abstract. Mr. .James Ware, who is. I believe, a republican, (at any rate he is chief

clerk in the otJice of the probate judge, a republican.) and Mr. Gill told me they never

were befor.e so astonished as they were at Lakin's statement that he had not been

kindly treated there. It seems that recently, during th(^ last sj^ring, there was a report

(so Mr. Ware told me) that Mr. Lakin had been killed : and simultaneously with the

. reception of that report he appeared in the probate judge's office. "Why.' said Mr.

Ware to Mr. Lakin. '• I am very much surprised and gratified ti> see you; we heard you
were killed.'"' '• Killed!" said Mr. Lakin, • v»ho would kill me.' I never have been

treated more courteously and kindly anywhere than I have been while traveling all

over this district." Aiul so he recentlj- told Mr. Day, the clerk of the United States

district court. He told ilr. Reed, a republican, (so Mr. Reed informed me,) that he had
been shot at somewhere on the mountains, at least he; thought he was shot at ; he heard

the report of a gun and thought he heard the whistle of the ball passing his head, and
he was rather inclined to tbink the fellow intended to kill him. Mr. Reed told him
" They shoot a great deal straighter than that lure ; when they want to kill anybody
they are generally apt to do it." This was before we had seen the telegraphic report

of Mr. l^akin's testimony. Reed told me, however, just what he would swear to ; and
I think his remark was that he had a veiy powerful imagination, would fancy things

and believe to some extent what he fancied. I should like very much to have some of

those men brought up here, as they know more of Mr. Lakin than I do. I have never

spoken to him in my lile, and have seen him only twice according to my recollection.

Question. What is his general character, as you have heard it from his neighbors

there, as a man of truth and veracity ?

Answer. I have not gone about miilcing any inquiries directly as to the truthfulness

or veracity of the man, so far as regards whether he would intentionally tell an untruth.

Ibit as to his statements I have not seen anybody of either p.nrty who says he can bo
depended upon. I asked Mr. Figgers, the editor ot' a republican newspaper at Huntsville,

"Is Ml-. Lakin an honest man f" He said he thought he was h<mest, but that he was
a terrible fanatic. Another man came to me and told me that there was a colored

minister (whose name I think was Hamer) of the colored Methodist church South, who
was trying to icorganize that church. This man who spoke to me was a freedman. a
Methodist, a man of character, a merchant there ; and he stated that ^Ir. Lakin ha<l

driven this colored minister off; that Mr. Lakin had addressed the colored i)eo))le, tell-

ing them there was a "wolf in the fold;" and the man had notice a short time after

Irmn several of his colored brethren that lie must leave ; tlutt it would not be safe for

Iiiiu to remain.
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7 '.v?'!! mention anotlif>r mntter : I liave heard tbat in 186?, a man (I suppose be can
Testify to tiiis himself it necessary) sent to his sister a lirkiu of butter. Her name was
Mrs. Mary Spillnian. There hapjtened to be in Hnntsviile a Eev. Mr. Spilhuau, who
was of the same school ecclesiastically as Mr. Lakin. Mr. Lakiii's taniily got tbat tub
of l)ntter. A letter had been placed o!i top of the butter before the head was put on
the tub, and this letter was addressed by the man to his sister, telling her that ht sent
her that butter. H(! wrote it from some, place in Tennessee, where he then was tempor-
arily doing business. Her husband was a mechanic and in reduced circumstances.
The man who sent the btttter came to visit his family some time afterward, and ho
asked his sister how vShe liked the butter. She said she had never received it. '• That
is very surprising," said he, "it must be at the express office still." He went to the
express office and found it was not there, but'that Mr. Lakin's daughter, or Lakin him-
self—I think it was Lakin's daughter—had gotten it and receipted for it. Tliey imme-
diately went to Lakin's house and inquired about the butter. At first Mr. Lakin diil

not recollect anytliing about it, as I understood this young man to say. His name is

Gill—Isham Gill. The young man said, "Yes, you must have gotten it. Here is your
receipt." Then Lakin acknowledged that he had received it, but said he thought it

was intended lor the Kev. Mr. Spillman ; and Mr. Si>illman not being there, he knew
that if it was intended for him he would have no objections to their having it ; and so
they had taken it. " Well," said Mr. Gill, "didn't you see that letter on the top of the
_lTutter ?" Mr. Lakin said that he had seen it, but that it was signed, " Your brother/'
and that the clergy and members of the church are very apt to subscribe their names
as " brother." Gill then threatened him and told him he must pay for the butter. He
did pay for it at the rate of fifty cents i>er pound, when it was only w^orth twenty-five.
He did that in order to compromise the matter. That is the statement of Gill, who is

a man of character ; and the expressman, whose name is Jarvis, says the same thing.
Qticsiion. Mr. Lakin had that loose sort of a way of doing things ?

Ansivcr. There was something plausible about his explanation ; but at the same time
a very conscientious man would not do that sort of thing. I do not think I could ever
work my conscience up to such elasticity that I could appropriate things in that
way.

Question. Mr. Lakin has given some marvelous accounts about babies being born
with all sorts of mark.? of the Ku-Klux about them. Have you seen anybody who has
seen any of those monstrosities I

Ansiccr. I saw something m a jiaper about a monster of some sort that had been born
down in Blount County—not in my district. Whether it was in the shape of a Ku-Klux
I don't know. I never saw a Ku-Klux in my life. I never knew but one man that 1

thought Avas a Ku-Klux. I do not believe that there has been any such organization
as the Ku-Klux in my neighborhood for two years past. I am satisfied there has not
been. I am convinced, however, that there were Ku-Klux organizations two years
ago, and they did some things which were very wrong. I always condemned and de-

nounced them on the stump during my canvass, and everywhere else, as I do every
other sort of irresponsible, lawless action. I never saw but one man that I thought
was a Ku-Klux. I will state the circumstances : My wife, who is a very religious lady,

taught her negroes before the war—before slavery was abolished. There were very
few of my family negroes who could not read and write. My mother-in-law and my
wife would teach them. About the time it was reported the Ku-Klux were about, it

was said that my wife was teaching her negroes. She always did teach them. A man
at that time came to me and said that we must stop. Of course 1 was indignant. I

said, " What business is it of yours what we do here ?" This was, I suppose, three

years ago—in lS87or 18G3. The man replied that Elijah Fitch had been notified that

he must not do this thing, and that I would be notified too. I remarked to him, " If

you come with your Ku-Klux to my house, I will pull your masks off your faces and
the sheets off your horses at the peril of my life." I went and told my neighbors of the
affair, and there was a general denunciation of that man and of everything of that
kind. I think that incident smashed up, so far as that little locality was concerned,

any Ku-Kluxing. That is the true way of meeting such things.

(Question. AVithin the last two years have there been in your region of Alabama any
bands of disguised men committing outrages?

Answer. We have had thefts around there. Everybody who comnuts any olfense dis-

guises himself in some way. Kight itself is a mask. I have heard of robljeries being
committed by disguised men—sometimes negroes disguised—.sometimes white men dis-

guised—worthless scoundrels who undertake to commit depredations, but whose acts

are not political in any sense.

Question. Do you uullerstaud that the men committing these acts have been in any
way connected "with any organization apart from these who were immediately con-

cerned in the outrages, and who disguise<l themselves to avoid detection ?

Answer. Not so far as I am advised or believe. I will state my theory about the Ku-
Klux organization. Of course I know no Ku-Klux; I never con.sciously saw one in

my life. My theory of the original organization of the Ku-Klux is this: At the close
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of the -war the colored pcoj)le had just been mjide free, and, I will say here, that I never
kiiL'W any people to behave better than the colored people did under the circumstances.
Their behavior far exceeded my anticipations. But after the war the colored men
moved in armed bands thron<rhout the country. I have seen parties of ten or tifteea

pass my house. At night they would pass, talkiug not only loudly but almost menac-
ingly. Women and children were alarmed. I have known colored men to stand right

in front of my house and shoot in the direction of the house at a mocking bird in a
tree. These men were all connected with what was called the Uaiou Leagues or Loyal
Leagues, and they were ail armed. They would ride night and day in parties of ten and
lifteeu. Such things were suggestive of api)iehensioii and alarm, especially to the
Avomen. I have heard these parties, when passing my house at night, denounce me iu

very strong terms. I was not alarmed. I am not easily alarmecl at threats of that
sort, but my wife was very much alarmed.

QuesHon. Were those denunciations of you evidently intended for your ear ?

Ansirer. Yes, sir. For instance, they would say, "Here lives the damnedest meanest
man that ever w^as; he won't let us go into his orchard and take peaches; we'll lis

him." That was the sort of talk. ^ I was not at all alarmed. I considered it a mere
Irutumfuhnen. I have myself gone and disarmed four or live of them without auy
troul)le, just l)y a determined bearing and letting them know that I was not to be in-

timidated. Well, the Ku-lvlus organization, iu its beginning, was a mere local police,

improvised for tlie i)urpose of correcting that sort of thing. It went fuither afterward.
In 18C8, in Huntsville, there Avas a large meeting of the rexmblicaus, colored people,
and it was said (I was not there ; Hive eight miles from Hvmtsville) that the Ku-Klux
went into town, and at the very apprehension of them, Avithout seeing them or without
being interfered with, those fellows at the meeting began to lire, and they killed one
another indiscriminately ; some seven or eight were killed by the firing among them-
selv(;s. The Ku-Klus had nothing to do with the killing; they were away oft' iu
another place. J3ut they w^ere terrible-looking lellows. I have heard people say that
ihey never saw persons who could drink so much water; that one of them could drink
a whole bucket of water. In other words, they touched ujjou the superstition of the
colored peoide by making it appear that they were the sjnrits of the confederate dead.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. This man Lakin gives an account of the meeting to which you refer—the
one held at Huntsville in IStid. He represents the Ku-Klux as having attacked the
negroes while they were holding their meeting.

Ansiver. Well, sir, he is mistaken about it, or misrepresents the facts, if my informa-
tion is correct.

Question. You were not iu town at the time ?

Answer. Xo, sir ; but I was there the m^xt day. The received opinion does not agree
•with Mr. Lakin's statement. I have no doubt that the Ku-Klux coming in there
caused the rumpus, but it was not a necessary result, according to what I have heard.
I Jiad no personal observation or knowledge of that meeting.

Qmntion. Mr. Lakin refers to that meeting at some length, and describes it iu this
way : "At about 10 o'clock about one hundred and fifty disguised men rode into the
l)ublic scjuare, from tlic southeast corner, and made a circle around the square. They
Avere followetl by numerous persons on foot, undisguised." H*; then says that they
Avere picketed all arouuil and commenced liriug ujion the crowd.

Ansiier. He is mistaken, or misrepresents the facts, or else I am grossly misinformed
about them. I think the liring was by parties in the meeting, or on the outside, not
tlisguised. There was a panic, and I think the liring and the killing Averethe result of
that panic. There AViis a man named Cox Avho Avas shot, and also a Judge Thurlow.
The killing resulted from a careless, indiscriminate, Avild kind of shooting, consequent
upon a panic there.

Question. Mr. Lakin also says: "The military AA-ere ordered out for the protection of
the people. Four Ku-Kluxes, or persons, Avere arrested with their disguises in their
saddle-bags, and Avith all their arms. General linger disarmed them, and handed them
^ner to the civil authorities, takiug charge of their disguises and arms. The civil

authorities let them loose; they Avere rearmed by persons luiknoAvn tome, and went to
the livery stables aud forced the men there to give up their horses, and then they dis-

appeared."
Answer. I never heard of that.

(Juestion. Is it likely that such a thing would haA'c occurred there Avithout coming to
your knowledge ?

Ausiver. I should think not. It seems to me that I Avould liaA'e heard the names of
the men Avho Avere arrested. Ivuger I kiU'W very well. I Avas in constant intercourse
Avitii hiin. I eaniio! undertake to contradict Mr. Lakin's statement, but I ueA'er heard
that statement of the matter before. I did not live in Huntsville at the time.

liuestion. He says liimself, upon cross-examination, that the Ku-Klux did not firo at
all; that the persons undisguised on the str<»et.s did the liring.

Answer. Tiiat is so.

Question. Aud that the Ku-Klux w'cre there as a reserve or a defense.

1
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AnmvGr. I cannot speak as to that. I reckon tbey were tlitire, not in connection with
anybody, but that they came in on their own account. I heard that they went around
the square, but that at the time of the firing they were some distance away. When Mr.
Lakin says that the firing was by persons not belonging to the Ku-Klux, lie is right.

Question. But he intimates very strongly, or in fact says distinctly, that though the
Ku-Klux did not do the firing, they had confederates isi the crowd who did the tiring,

«nd that the Ku-Klux were there as a reserve.

Ansivei: Does he mean confederates directlj' in reference to that firing ?

liwstion. Yes, directly in reference to that transaction.
Ansicer. Well, I believe it to have been an improvised thii!;:-. There is v.itli the peo-

ple down there an unfortunate habit of carrying arms. Almost everybody carries
arms ; I do not know anybody but myself tha("never has dene so. I say that'it is the
most unnecessary thing on the face of the earth. I have seldom known anybody killed
j n a personal rencouDter where it was not from an apprehension, generally an unfounded
one, that the person committing the deed was going lo be hurt. I never carry arms.
1 travel nil over the country, meeting everybody, and hesitate not to express my
opinions as a Union man. I did it before the war and during the war, and I never had
any trouble. But unfortunately almost everybody down there cturies weapons. Hence
what would be a mere fist-fight iu the State of Vermont beconics a pretty serious
l)nsiness down there where men carry aims. Everyman who knows the southern
people knows that that sort of thing is carried too far. These homicides to which I

refer are the result of that very improper i)ractice which the southern people have of
carrying arms on their persons. A young mais, a particular friend of mine, named
•Tames K. Polk Wright, was killed by tbe sou of the radical sheriff of Madison County.
He and the sheriif were both intoxicatad ; and, by the way, liquor helps a good deal in
<'au8ing these troubles. I think if we could get rid of the ))jid liquor and the carrying
of fire-arms, we would avoid a great many of these homicides. Wright was a young
man for whom I had a great attachment. During the war I got him out of prison
.some time before the general order for the release of prisoners. He was a great friend
of mine, and I was very much shocked and grieved at his death. He got into a, i)er-

sonal difiiculty with this sherifl". They came to blows, and Y\^right, who was an active
young man, had the sheriii' down. The sherifi's son saw his father in that situation

;

and down there I believe they consider it a legitimate business for a man, when his

lather is down, to kill the fellow who is on top of him. The sheriff's son, at any rate,

<lid kill Vv'right ; and it was considered a justifiable homicide. W'right was a magnificent-
young fellow. He had the unfortunate habit of " spreeing "' occasionally ; but in other
respects he was a remarkably fine young man, and his death, I think, was a great loss.

But nothing was done in that case. That is one of five or six cases of homicide that
have occurred in my vicinity and under my observation within the last two or three
years.

By Mr. Beck :

Quesiiori. You spoke of a Mr. Day; I^ecthat Mr. Lakin, in his testimony, on page 1.54,

when asked who was the prosecutor of that county, said that Mr. Day was; now, 1

understood you to speak of Mr. Day as the clerk of the court.

Ansucr. Mr. Day has never been the prosecutor. He is the clerk of the United States

district court. The gentleman to whom I refer is Captain Day or Major Day, a highly
respectable gentleman, who fought all through the war on the side of the Union. Ho
says Mr. Lakin told hira that he had been treated with great courtesy and kindness.

Question. In the testimony Mr. Lakhi is asked, " Who is the prosecutor of that county f

"

And he ansvs^rs, " Mr. D.ay."
< Answer. L.'W. Day is the clerk of the United States district court. The prose^iutor

of that county is Captain William Whedon.
Question. Has there ever been a prosecutor in that county named Day?

' Answer. Not according to my recollection ; and I think I would know it if there had
been such an officer, because I was a lawyer myself twenty-five years ago, and I am
somewhat observant of these things. Last year, when I was in the county of Cherokee,

where I had heard there were Ku-Klux, Mr.'^Lakin held a four days' meeting at a little

place called Galesville. He was a sort of presiding elder of the conference running all

through those counties. At Galesville, as I had heard before, there were some boys,

iTom sixteen to twenty, sowing their wild oats, who would disguise themselves, and
when they found a white man living openly with a negro woman, or anything of that

Wnd, would intimate to him that they would thrash hira. That sort of Ku-Klnxing
<lid go on there. Mr. Lakin was there. He was known to be a man who fraternized

Avith the negroes. This was a white settlement ; there w^ere very few negroes there.

I recollect that he left there before I got through withmy appointments in that vicinity,

and that he went off alone undisturbed. Some one asked about Mr. Lakin ; said 1,

" Stop this Ku-Kluxing, above all things ; if you will Ku-Klux, don't Ku-Klux while 1

am around here ; but I advise you to stop it altogether." Mr. Lakin is himself a living

^refutation of the statement that a man cannot live safely in that community and do
very much as he pleases.

28
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By Ml-. Blaie :

Qufstion. You say that Lakin liad the reputation of fraternizing witli the negroes ?

Answer. I mean that he would seat them at the table with him—men and women.
That is the reputation he had. I do not know that it went any further than that ; but

ui the same time it savored very much of what folks down there do not like.

Question. You mean it savored of promiscuous intercourse ?

Answer. I do not mean to say it amounted to that ; I do not know it ; I only say that

there was that sort of social equality going on and carried much further than abolition

ever went. The trutli is that if a white man goes down there from the North, with
such ideas as to his associations, he is not going to be received socially by respectable

white people. I am a Union man, and in favor of freedom and everythingof that kind,

but no man should come to my house unless I would go to his; and I would not visit

any man's house where, if I took my wife with me, I might expect her to be placed

side by side with a worthless negro, introduced there perhaps simply because he was
a negro. Distinctions of color in these days, as I have observed down there, are some-
times rather strong in the wrong direction.

Question. What is Lakin's reputation in the community ?

Answer. I think he has emphasized his character a good deal by his testimony, as the

telegraph abstracts it—more than he did in any other way. His character was that of

an intermeddler ; a man who was doing a good many things which were offensive to

the common sentiment of the best people there; not those who are lawless. I have
never seen him but once or twice ; twice, I think. I have a great many personal friends

among the republicans there ; some of them vote for me. But Mr. Lakin never could

be a friend of mine. From my knowledge of his character, I should not permit my-
self to be introduced to him. At the same time, as I know nothing of him from my
own knowledge, it is possible I may do him injustice. But the impression which has

been made upon my mind in regard to him is such that I would not be introduced to

liim.

Question. You have stated his general reputation and associations in that commimity f

Answer. Yes, sir. There are others wlio know him a great deal better than I do

—

men of his own party, men who vote as ho votes. 1 can name them, and you may cite

them if you choose. I would name Mr. James Ware, Mr. Figgers, editor of the Ilunts-

ville Advocate, Mr. John Reed, Mr. Day. These gentlemen know a great deal more
about him than I do. They have talked with him ; I have not.

Question. Mr. Lakin went there, as I understand, as a minister, or elder of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church North. Was there not some feeling between that church and
the Methodist Episcopal Church South?

Answer. Yes, sir. The colored Methodist Episcopal Church South, which was organ-

ized before became there,,was broken up by him and ethers working with him. A
colored minister named Ilamer, who was endeavoring to get together the colored mem-
bers of the Methodist Church South, was, as 1 have been told, denounced by Mr. Lakin
as a " wolf;" and afterward, in conseqiience of that sort of instigation from him, Mr.
Hamer was notilicd that he must leave, for he would not be safe there. He did leave.

Question. There were excesses practiced by Loth of these parties in their church zeal

against each other ?

Ansiver. I know very little about it. I have lived out of Huntsville a good while. I

have h(uud, withoiit giving much attention to it, that there was a great deal of that

sort of disturbance ; threatening, wrangling, quarreling. But I have not witnessed
any of it, and cannot testify to it from any knowledge 1 have on the subject. I only

know that I have heard that this man Hamer \\ :;s di Imu off at the instigation of Mr.
Laliin.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Has there been in your part of Alabama any difficulty about the negro
voting the democratic ticket? Has there been any interference by people of his own
color, if he attempted to do so ?

Answer. The only intimidation I ever heard of in late elections was the menaces em-
ployed to prevent colored people from votin_g the democratic ticket. There were two
freedmen who voted for me in my tirst election. One of them, Preston Pope, a most
intelligent man, who was my foreman, came to mo after the election and told me that
lie had left town before sunrise and not returned until after dark, bccanso they inti-

mated to him that he must not vote ; that if ho did, tlie i)ersoual consequences to him-
.,elf would be serious. That thing has happened very frequently. You have heard of
'' repeating" at elections. One of Jere. Clemens's boys voted six times in the last elec-

tion unchallenged, and the votes were counted.
Question. Why did you not challenge under such circumstances ?

Ansirer. We have no riglit to challenge ; the law does not allow it. No one except
; the officers and those voting are allowed to come witliin thirty feet of the polls. I have

j
been told, " Mr. Dox, you are too close

;
you ai-e within thirty feet ;

" and I havo been
lordered away. I have said to the sherilF, "Get your tape-line and let us sue." Wo can-
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not challenge anjbody, fcither on the registry or in the election. The law will not
allow it. How are you going to convict them ? These fellows are advised that thev
can " vote early and often." I have never been so shocked in my life as I have been at
the " repeating " at elections down there. I do not know but that some of our folks do
it also. After Jere. Clemeus's boy had voted sis times, Nick Davis, a staunch rei^ub-
lican, got up and made a speech, and told them that such things would have to be pun-
ished ; that they were going a gTcat deal too far. Others voted two or three times. I
have sometimes been humiliated to see how the people down there have been subju-
gated. At my first election I absolutely had to bow under a bayonet in order to get

.

round to the little shed where my vote was to be cast. A fellow was standing there
with a musket and a bayonet, and colored men who came from Limestone Couutv, not
in my district, were permitted to vote at the front door, while I had to go to the back
window to put in my vote.

Question. You say it is very common, according to your recollection, for uegi'oes voting
.'tt'.'mr»ti;ig to vote the democratic ticket to be threatened or maltreated'?
Ansiccr. I have heard of it a great many times. I provided for manumitting my

jiegroes in 1857 or 1858, or before the war, and so did my wife. Most of the negroes
were hers ; I had but four or five. We manumitted them and provided for their sup-
port. Yet recently, when I came to be a candidate before the people, those negroes
were told if they voted for me I would endeavor to put them back into slavery ! The
negroes will naturally follow and go with their old friends and masters if they are not
intimidated. It will be so one of these days, and properly so, because they waut that
sort of guidance and direction. I never have seen a man who would re-enslave the
negroes, though some fools may talk that way. And I find very few in these days who
would take from the negroes the right to vote. Mr. Davis made a foolish, ridiculous
speech down in Georgia the other day; but I have not seen any man but one (and
ho was a fool of a fellow) who approved that sort of thing.

Question. Do you know whether the negroes in your region of Alabama were induced
to vote the republican ticket by promises of land and other propertj', provided they
did so, and by threats to be put back into slavery if they did not ?

Answer. Negro voters have told me that such promises had been made to them, and
that they were threatened that they would be put into slavery again. But I did not
place a great deal of trust in that. They told me so themselves, several of them did.

Question. What effect has been produced upon your people in the way of causing dis-

content, by your election laws, by the way your constitution was imposed u^ion you
and officers appointed after the people had defeated that constitution, and by the gen-
eral management of your political afi'airs ?

'

.

Anmver. Those things have had a very bad effect ; but I hold the white pe^iile respon-
sible to a large estent for that. Our jieople were in favor of voting at the election upon
the adoption ofthe constitution ; but Ex-Governor Parsons came down there as an embas-
sador from Mr. Johnson, (at any rate he was so considered,) and advised that we should
not vote. The course which he advised was very much against my wishes. I was not in
Montgomery at the time ; we are almost as far practically fi'om that j)lace as fi-om Wash-
ington. But Judge Richard Walker was sent down as our re]3resentative ; and he came
back and said that it was under the influence and by the counsel of GovernorParsons that
the non-voting policy was adopted—very much toour disgust. But for that we would
have had two-thirds of the officers of the State. Of course, the men who were chosen,
under the circumstances, were in nine cases out of ten men entirely incapable of filling-

office properly. The probate judge of Madison County (I do not know how far he has
accomplished himself in the business by this time) was a common jack-jjlane carpenter
from Oregon.. The sheriff could not make a return of process that anybody could read.

I had a photograph of one of his returns which I would have been glad to show to this

committee. Those are specimens of the officers we have had all thi'ough that State, so far

as mj' observation is concerned. There were, of course, exceptions. Judge Haralson is a
man of capacity ; but he was a circuit judge before that election. I do not hesitate to
say—I said it in a speech in Congress last year—that there is not a town or county in

New York or New England that would for a moment permit the kind of men who are
occupying offices down there to hold any responsible public position.

ByJIr. Blaui:

Question. Do you attribute the present qiriet and peaceful condition of affairs in your
State, as contrasted with that prevailing a few years ago, to the fact that the people
are reclaiming the power of the Government?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Although Governor Lindsay is not the greatest governor in the
world, I think the fact that we have obtained control of the State administration has
liad a most favorable effect. We feel as if we had something to do with makiug and
administering the laws by which we are governed.

Question. And some security under them ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and security under them. I think the change in the political con-

trol of the State has contributed very much to this result. I have never seen anything
to satisfy me that the people were not secure there at any time. Dissatisfaction exists,
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of coiuse. The coaditiou of the commimity has been that of a suhjngated people.

The people of Ireland have been enslaved, as they regard it, but they have not been

subordinated to an inferior race, manipulated by a debased instrumentality—corrupt,

bad men, who have no homes, or, if they had, were driven fi.'om them. Such a condi-

tion of affairs is appalling.

Question. The portion of country in which you live—the northern part of Alabama,

—

was, to a great extent, for the Union ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; two-thirds of it.

Qutsiion. Before the war and during the war?
Answer. Yes, sir ; and they are for the Union now.
Quesiion. How are those men classed politically who were Union men at the out-

break of tlie war and during the war ?

Ansiver. They are democrats.

Question. The great body of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir; the great body of them xire democrats. My county—Madison

—

^vas, before the war, the largest slaveholding county in the district, the only one that

really v/as a slaveholding county. The white aud the black vote in my county is very
nearly equal. According to my recollection I received in my county 2,000 white votes

and 100 black votes, while my competitor received about '2,000 black votes and per-

haps 150 white votes.
.

niieslion. Before the war the majority of white peo])le in your county were Union

men ?

Answer. Yes, sir; decidedly. They elected Jere. Clemens to the convention of 1361

as an opponent of secession.

Question. And it may be said, without any kind of doubt, that the v. hole of North

Alabama was, by a large majority, for the Union f

Answer. Yes, sir; decidedly.

Ouestion. And not only before the war and at the outbreak of the war, but during

actual hostilities f

Answer. I cannot say but that during actual hostilities many of them were forced

or pressed into aiding the rebellion in some way; but I have never seen aman there

who did not receive with seeming approval my denunciations of secession and the spirit

of S0C0SSlOll«

Question. Do you not know it to be a fact that the Federal Government enlisted

largo bodies of men in your part of the country ?

Answer. Yes, I know it did ; not exactly in my section, however. It was in those

counties sout h of Tuscumhia. There were some enlisted in my region. But you cannot sit

down and talk to a man there without finding him denouncing secession. But for the

unfortunate etfort to implicate Jefferson Davis in the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, I

believe ho would have been in as absolute obscurity almost as it is possible for any

man to be ; I believe that all that he has got of the martyr's stamp or impress was

gotten by him in that way.
Question. Those men who went into our service from that section and are there now,

how are they classed politically ? Do you know any of them personally?

Answer. I know very few of them. All I know is that I was elected by more than

fi 000 majority ; and I scaicely know where any white man can be found there who
does not vote Avith the democrats. The other northern district of the State, from

which Mv. Sloss was elected—the Tuscumbia district—would have given Mr. Sloss

10 000 majority if proper etfort had been made. Those two districts together are, if

rightly wojked, good for 18,000 democratic majority, provided the negroes are not too

nmcli intimidated for the purpose of making them vote against the democracy. Those

mountahi counties—the white men's counties—are for tlie Union ; tlicre is no doubt

about that.

Question. Do you know anything about Winston County ?

Ansicer. That is away down in Mr. Sloss's district, and I know very little of it ; it is

a remote county.
Qticstion. It has been stated that that is the only county in your State which gives a

white mnjority for the republicans.

Answer. Is anybody certain of that ? I suppose it may have given such a majority

once or twice ; but it was because the county was not attended to at all, I moan in any

legitimate way. I think that \Vinston to-day is a democratic county.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Speaking of the discontent among your people, gro^Nnng out of the manner

in which the constitution was imposed, the sort of olHcers forced upon you, and their

miemanan-ement of State ali'airs, does this discontent amount to discontent toward the

Government of the United States, or toward the administration of it by the party who
are in power ?

Answer. I do not hesitate to say that the day after the surrender at Appomattox, cover-

ing an absolute surrcndgr of everything like secessiou, the nl>oli.shment of slavery wa« a«
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thorougLly expected by the people of tlie South .as anythiug was ever expected by
tliem ; and I believe that the discontents and dissatisfactioua have resulted, not so
much perhaps from the actual pressure or persecution, as from an apprehension That they
are to' be constantly interfered with ; that legislation of the General Government in
reference to our affairs is to be repeated again and again. We do not know where we
stand. Our minds are in an unsettled condition. As a Union man I came out for uni-
versal amnesty when the w^ar ended. I saw^ around me there men as cap.able as any
in the country of tilling the highest i>ositions; I knew that those men had suireu-
dered all hostility to the Government; I thought that the people ought to have an op-
portunity to elect to office men of their own choice. I believe that if upon the close
of the war the i)olicy of universal amnesty had been adopted, as an accompaniment
to the abolition of slavery, and the repeal of all ordinances of secession and laws con-
se({uent upon those ordinances, the South would to-day be fifteen or twenty years in
advance of what it is, with respect to the restoration of peace, prosperity, and general
contentment.

Question. ^Vhat would be now the effect of universal amnesty among your people?
Jnmccr. What would be the effect of universal amnesty among the people of Ala-

liama to-day ? Why, sir, do you know the extent to which people there are excluded
from office 1?

Answer. I think I do.

Question. Do you know that eveiy commissioner of highways, every constable, every
man of those who have had the control of the local affairs of communities, is excluded
from public position? Why, sir, if the disfranchisement were apj)lied only to large
classes of active rebels and removed from these cross-roads men, justices of the jieace,

commissioners of highways, and men of that class, the effect would be wonderful. I

have very gre.it doubts whether but for the exclusion of these smaller men from office

the republican party would not have had the ascendency there, particjul.arly in our
section of country, where there is such a strong Union sentiment.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. The people regard the policy as one of proscription ?

Answer. Yes, sir; they, so regard it. We do not care anything about Mr. Jefferson

Uavis's proscription. 13iit here is, perhaps, Mr. Thompson, who has held the office of
constable, and Mr. Johnson, who has been overseer of highways, and other men of that
class, who cannot hold office, because they took an oath to support the Constitution of
the United States, and perhaps gave clothing or horses to their sons when they were
conscripted into the confedei'ate service. Sometimes I feel very much as if I would
pledge myself to resign my office if the general amnesty policy were adopted, so as to

give the i)eoi)le in my district a chance to elect somebody whom they may prefer. I

ieel now as if it were a sort of "Hobson's choice'' with them, though they have given
ine a big majority. If I should ever have another chance, I would like to run against
one of those confederates. It would, be a good test.

Question. Under the present system in the South, almost all flie men of ability are

excluded ficm office ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Que^siion. And the State is denied the benefit of its best talent ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And of course much of the disorder is due to that fact?

Ansicer. Very naturally and logically.

Question. Does not the dissatisfaction extend beyond those w^lio are themselves
excluded ? Does it not extend to the community generally ?

Answer. Certainly ; it affects not only the men who are excluded, but the community
generally. For instance, by this jjolicy I am x>i'evented from voting, perhaps, for the

man of my choice—a man who stands by me and whose counsel and aid I want. I am
not allowed to vote for the man of my choice—the man whom I w ould really prefer to

!' present me.
Question. It has been stated in some of the testimony here that if the class of men

^vho were under disabilities w'ere disposed to do so, they could produce perfect quiet,

break up this Ku-Klux business, and iiut an end to the.se disturbances. What is your
opinion on that point ?

Answer. I never yet heard one leading man of that country who did not denounce
Ku-Kluxism. Those men have done ail that poor human nature could be expected to

do under the circumstances. They are proscribed and excluded fi-om oftice. The
people there are subjugated. For instance, when Busteed first came tliere to hold the

United States district court, one vrould have thought, from the ap))reheusion3 ex-

jiressed, that an earthquake or something very terrific had come ; and he did hold the

peojile up very sharply. We did not know hardly what we might not expect. For
instance, if a maa smoked a cigar anywhere within the neighborhood of his court-room,

he would order that cigar to be put-out. A man who in the court-room w^ould put a
chew of tobacco in his mouth would be ordex-ed to take it out, and told that he must
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not .si)it on the iioor. If a inau would sit in oue chair and lean over upon auotlicr,

Judge Iju^teed would order him to sit up straight. The judge, however, as I under-
stood, got over that. I luive uot been in his coiu't myself for a long time. Once when
I was in his court-room I closed my eyes, as I sometimes do when I am thinking, and
his lacquey tcdd me I must not sleep in the court-room. I was not in the view of the

court either; I was hidden by a bench, as it were. I got up and left the court-room,

and have uot been there since. Such thiugs may seem amusing, but they are a little

Immiliating. Judge Busteed told Judge Humphries—the Judge Humphries now in

this city—that he miist not be playing his gymnastics in his c«urt ; that he must go
round when he wanted to get out of the bar. That may have been all very well

.

There w-as a good deal of laxity there, and Judge Busteed's course has improved the
manners of the bar considerably; I will give lum credit for that.

By the Chairmax, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. I want to inquire somewhat in regard to this Mr. Lakin. You are aware,
I suppose, of the occasion of the split in the Methodist Church of the United States ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. The Methodist church in the Southern States went off from the general
organization, and established a separate organization—the Methodist Church South ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And the ground of this division was the subject of slavery wholly, was
it not ?

Answer. So I Regarded it, and so it was accepted, I believe.

Question. There was no question of doctrine or theological opinion that divided them
at all ?

Answer. Not as I understand it.

Question. You understand that the Methodist Church South held precisely the same
religious faith in all respects as the Slethodists of the North, except upon this subject
of slavery ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know how Mr. Lakin came to go South ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I know very little ofMr. Lakin. I have heard that a Colonel Shirk,
;i republican, who came from Peru, Illinois, as I understand, said that Mr. Lakin had
been suspended, not deposed, but suspended by reason of some act, which was not
exactly ecclesiastical or becoming a clergyman, and that he came South, not under
any cloud so far as I have ever heard, but iiro))a1ily by the advice of his ecclesiastical

sui)eriors. That is the impression I got from my informant.
Ouestion. Did von understand that he had got out of ministerial employment at the

North?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood he was at the Five Points Mission, in New York.

There tlii.s thing was done, whatever it was, which disturbed his ecclesiastical relations

somewhat. He then went to Peru, Illinois. There, as I learned from my informant,
(who is named Van Valkenburg, and who obtained his information from Colonel Shirk,

a gentleman living in Peru,) his relations to the church were not as close as a minister
in good standing Avould desire to have them.

Qne^lion. Do you not know, or have you not understood, that Mr. Lakin was sent
down into Alabama by the Methodist Conference of the North—that he went to Alabama
under the authority of the Methodist Church North—that they sent him there ?

Ansncr. Jly wife is a Methodist ; but I am not very
Question. Have you not heard that that was the fact ?

Jnswer. No, sir ; but I do not doubt that he went there with some authority from some-
body.

Question. Do you not understand that he was sent down into Alabama by the Meth-
odist Cor.fiTcncc, the ecclesiastical authority of the Methodist Church North, for the
very ])urp()se of furthering the interests of that church, and attaching the Methodists in

Alabama to the Iklcthodist Church North, and that lie went clothed with proper ecclesi-

astical authority for that jjiirpose from the Methodist Church North ?

Answer. Well, I have no information on the subject. I suppose he went down there
authorized by somebody, authorized perhaps by some responsible ecclesiastical division
of the chiuch. I do not know anything to the contrary.

Question. What you stated before rather seemed to imply that he was a refugee ?

Ansn-er. I did not mean to intimate that he w«s a refugee. I stated that thfs gentle-

man from Peru, Illinois, a republican, told my informant that Mr. Lakin was, at one
time, in ecclesiastical, not disgrace, but 8usi)ensiou, by reason of something he had done.

By Mr. Bl.u:;:

Question. What was the nature of the transaction ?

^inswer. I do uot know.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) ,

Question. Do you not understand that when ho went to Alahania he went under the
authority of flie Methodist Church North ?
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Answer. I have uot any doubt about it.

Question. Then he was not a refugee, and he did not go down there to escape ecclesi-

astical censure or punishment?
Answei: I do iiot know that he did. If I made any suggestion in that direction at

all, it was to this effect : sometimes a minister may do acts which wiU impair his use-
fulness where he has been living ; evidence of reformation, may be given by him, aud
it may be suggested to him

Question. The purpose of my inquhy is to ascertain from you whether yon did not
know, from information or otherwise, that he went down there accredited by the eccle-
siastical authority of the Methodist Church North?
Ansuer. I do uot know auything to the contrary, and I think he probably did.
Question. Do you uot understaud that to have been the manner and reason of his go-

ing to tliat State—that he went there clothed with such authority as could be given to
him by the ecclesiastical authorities of his church ?

Ansicer. I have no reason to doubt it.

Cluestimi. You have been inquired of concerning the character of Mr. Lakiu, whether
he did not sustain a bad character. Now, what do you know, or what have you heard,
against the character of Mr. Lakiu as a Christian minister?
Ansuer. Well, my imiiressions of Mr. Lakin's character as a Christian minister have

been—I know nothing jjersonally about him
Question. State any information that you have?
Answer. My iufoiniation is this : I saw that it was stated by him that he could not

be safe down there; that he was not treated right
Question. I want you to lay aside his testimony; 1 do not want you to refer to ^hat.

I want you to fix your attention on his character as a man while he was there before
he testified. Have you any information that Mr. Lakin ever committed an act or
did a thing that was derogatory to his character as a Christian minister ?

Answer. Knowing Mr. Lakin as little as I do, the impressions made upon my mind
as to his character, from what I have heard of him, have uot been favorable to him at

all.

Question. I want you to be specific.

Ansiver. I want to be specific.

Question. What act did you ever hear of Sir. Lakin committing that was derogatory
to his character as a Christian minister ?

Ansiccr. I cannot say that I have heard of any specific act derogatory to his charac-
ter as a Christian niinistor. The general habit aud jiractice of the man is fraternization

with colored jDeople. It would depend altogether upon a man's stand-point whether
that would be regarded as favorable to his character. Then he told marvelous stories

about his being shot at ; I am not talking about his testimony, but about what I heard
l)cfore he gave his testimony.

Question. You understaud that his mission in Alabama was to attach, so far as ho
could, the Methodist people in Alabama to the Methodist Church North ? They did
uot call it the "Methodist Church North," but the "Methodist Episcopal Church. "

Ansicer. Well, I suppose his mission in Alabama, whether he was assigned specifically

to that mission or not, was to bring into the ecclesiastical fold of the Methodist Church
the colored peoj)le ; I would not say Methodists generally.

Question. Very likely it was expected that much the largest number of those whom
he would get to attach themselves to the Northern branch of the Methodist Church
would be colored people, but do you understand that his efforts were more directed to
getting the cooperation of the colored than the white Methodists?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my imx^ression, distinct and emphatic.
Question. 1 hat he was not to attempt to secure the white Methodists of the South at

all ?

Answer. That is my impression as to his mission.

Question. You understand that he did organize a very considerable number of churches
down there ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you understand that they were exclusively colored?
Ansiver. No, sir, I do uot ; but where the colored settlements were, they were, I

reckon, nearly so; I cannot say they were exclusively colored.

Question. There were more or less white Methodists in Alabama ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; in what are called the white counties.
• Question. Then do you understand that his special purjjoso was to secure colored

people to attach themselves to the Northern church?
A)iswer. That is my impression.

Question. It is true, I suppose, that the great majority of those whoTu he succeeded ia

detaching from the Methodist Church South, and attaching to the Methodist Church.
North, were colored peoiile?

Answer. I think so.

Question. Would you not naturally expect that if a man went dowu upon a missiocL
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of that sort, his business and his relations would be among those people whom he w,-
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Atisico: 1 have not. It is due to truth to say that 1 have not, I have heard imputed
to him this thing or that, but I have not heard anything which I can emphasize, which
I can fix upon.

Question. Do yon not believe that this alleged bad character of Mr. Lakin, about
which inquiry has been made by other members of the committee, has grown out of
the purpose for which he went there, and the necessary relation which he occupied to
the black people in order to carry out that purpose ?

An»we)\ Xo, sir ; not entirely. As I have said before, I have heard these reports
and these rumors, which seemed to be well founded, of a disturbance of his ecclesiasti-

cal relations in the North.
Queslion. That did not aftect him down there, I suppose?
. inswer. It might have aifected him down there.

Question. I am talking of what he did in Alabama?
Answer. O, I do not know anything of that sort.

Question. These were things which you heard of as having taken place in the North,
a considerable time ago ?

Answer. I do not recollect that I ever saw Mr. Lakin but twice. I never spoke to
him or interchanged a word with him. I have heard one thing and another, as I may
hear suph things of any man, which I did not emphasize, and which did not make any
impression upon me.

Question. One republican down there told you he was a "fanatic ?"

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What did you understand him to mean by that ?

Ansicer. A man who was extreme in his views, and extreme in his statements sfD(\

acts, and disposed to exaggerate. The man who said this, said at the same time that
he thought Mr. Lakin meant to be honest.

Question. You understood, then, that he was an earnest, zealoue, proselyting man ?

Answer. No, sir ; I will not go so far as that. The phrase " earnest, zealous, proselyt-

ing man," does not meet and till the whole idea of a fanatic.

Question. You understood that to be included in the description, did you not ; that
he was down there prosecuting this work, which he was sent to do, and prosecuting it

with zeal and energy ?

Answei: I did not infer anything of that sort. Mr. Figgers and myself were referring

to his testimony.
Question. I want for a moment to lay that aside. I want to ascertain how he stood

in your community before he came here as a witness. Did you understand Irom what
you heard and tiom what everybody said about him that he was a man who was i^rose-

cuting with zeal and earnestness this labor he was sent there to perform—to detach
a portion of the Methodists from the southern churchj and attach them to the
northern church ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had no other impression as to his character. I do not know that

it ever occurred to me that he was doing the work with zeal and earnestness ; but as

the question is asked me now, my idea is that he was that sort of a man. I eui^pose

he was a laborious man.
Question. And you say you never heard him accused of any dishonorable or immoral

act ?

Answer. Dissociated from his testimony, I never have, except as I told you in regard
to what occurred at the North.

Question. If there was anything wrong about his course in the North, the northern
people will know about that. I am talking about his residence and acts in Alabama.

Ansiver. There is nothing of that kind that I can put my tinger on now. I am not
the kind of a witness to be informed with reference to what other men do. Other men
attend to their business, and I attend to mine.

Question. You say that at one time a story got abroad that Mr. Lakin was killed ?

Ansicei'. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you haxipeu to know how that story originated, or what set that rumor
going?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. You never heard?
Ansiver. I never heard.
Question. Did you never hear that somebody fired into his house ?

Answer. I heard that a shot was fired into his house in 1868; that a portion of tho
buckshot went into the ceiling.

Question. Was not that the very time that the story arose ?

Ansicer. O, no ; it was last spring that the story came out that he was killed.

f^>Hesiio«. Ai"e you sure of that ?

Answer. Yes, sir, positive; for I was very particular in inquiring about it.

Question. You do remember that somebody fired into the house ?

Ansiver. I have heard since, and I do not know but I heard at the time, that somebody
fired into his house in 18S3.
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Question. Yoii did uot regard that as a particularly friendly demonstration, I suppose '

Ans-icer. Of course not. I have had that thing pretty nearly happen to myself, and J

did not consider it very friendly. But the fact that, according to the description, ;i

portion of the shot went into the ujjper sash, and the other portion into the upper
_glass of the lower sash, lodging in the ceiling, was rather indicative that there waa no
intention of committing ndurder.

QuestiGn. Did you hear any of the circumstances of that affair ?

Ansiver. I heard what I have just mentioned ; that is all.

Question. Did you hear anything as to who did the shooting, and where they were
seen?

Answer. I heard one man say that it was done by a negro. I did not attach any
importance to that.

Question. Did you understand him to assert that as a fact which he knew ?

Answer. I say I did not attach any importance to it particularly.
Question. Some charge aU these Ku-I'Qux outrages on the negroes.
Answer. I did not know that.

Question. Did you understand that this gentleman was simply asserting his j udgmeut,
or stating a fact which he himself knew /

Ansivei: I reckon it was his judgment.
Question. He did not profess to have knowledge of the facts ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; the gentleman who made that remark was Colonel Benjamin Jolly.
Question. Does he live in Huntsvllle ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
'

Question. You say that IVIr. Lakin had told that he had been shot at some time when
he was traveling on the road ?

Answe7: Yes, sir.

Question. And some people thought that he imagined it ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; my informant, who was informed by Mr. Lakin that he had been
shot at, told Mr. Lakin, "I do not think that any man intended to shoot you, under
the circumstauces."

Question. Did this man teU you that Mr. Lakin said that the shot went through hia
beard ? /

Anstcer. No, sir, not at all.

Question. If the shot did go through his beard, would you not think it some indica-
tion that some person did intend to injure him ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that would be coming rather close. My informant did not tell me
aiiy Such thing ; he understood that Mr. Lakin had said he heard the whistle of the
ball.

Question. If the shot went through his beard, you would not think him liable to a
charge of drawing on his imagination if he said that somebody intended to shoot him .'

Ansiver. No, I would not.

Question. In 1868 you were not living in Huntsville ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. But you learned that at that tirue a considerable body of armed, disguised
men—one hundred and fifty or so—appeared in the city of Huntsville f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. On a night when there was a republican meeting ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; a night or evening. I do not recollect that the meeting was al

night. These men appeared on the day of a republican meeting.
Question. That statement about the appearance of these men you supposed to be

true ?

Answer. I have not any doubt about it at all.

Question. And there was some shooting on that occasion, and several persons killed ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were the persons who were killed upon that occasion republicans ?

Answir. I do not know. One man who was shot through the head or face was I
know a democrat.

Question. ^Vhat was his name ?

Answer. Cox.
Question. There was also, I believe, a Judge Thurlow shot /

Ansiver. Judge Thurlow, from Athens, was killed. I suppose he was a republican. I

did not know him personally. Cox I did know personally.
Question. Was not Judge Thurlow there to address the meeting ?

Answer. I do not know. I reside eight miles from Huntsville.
Qncslion. Did you not understand so i

Answer. I understood ho was a republican, and a participant in the meeting as a
republican.

Question. But you understood that that was a sort of indiscriminate firing that was
got up in consequence of the panic ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the impression made on mv mind at the time, and is what
I stiU think.
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QueaUon. Had you ever any settled idea as to the purpose 'vvitli which tliat body of
nion ciinie there—how they happened to come iTito Huntsville the very night that this

republican meeting was being held there ?

Answer. The men who made up the meeting were mostly armed ; and these men
went there perhaps for the purpose of intimidating that meeting to some extent. I

think that must have been it. That is my inference.

Question. You woold hardly expect then that a body of republicans went there for

that purpose .'

Answer. O, no, sir, not republicans ; though I do not know whether they were men
of any politics. They may have been red-hot secessionists.

Question. At that time—in 1868—were these bodies of disguised men pretty frequent
and general throughout the county—did you hear of them everywhere ?

Answer. No, sir. I heard of their appearing probably two or three times in Hunts-
ville. 1 heard of their appearing upon the borders of Tennessee. They were not
general at all ; they appeared in ijarticular localities.

Question. Did you not hear of them at various places all about the State?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And in other States ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. The matter became one of universal comment everywhere ?

Ansuer. AVell, sir, it was talked about. I do not want it understood that I was ever
impressed with the idea that there was a general organization running through the
State.

Question. I am merely asking whether they did not appear in localities all about the
country ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; I would hear of them at Pulaski, Tennessee, at Huntsville, Alaba-
ma ; occasionly at Athens and Morrisville.

Question. You have given us a theory as to the origin of the Ku-Klux—the motives
which prompted them. Your theory is that the slaves, immediately after their libera-

tion, were intoxicated with their freedom, hardly knew what to do with themselves,
and were going about in bands talking wild things ; that there was alarm in conse-
quence among the white peoi)le, and that this organization, so far as it went, whether
it was local or otherwise, was a sort of volunteer police force, to check or prevent any
excesses that the colored people might be disj)osed to commit. That is your idea of
the origin of the organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir, that is my idea. I do not know whether you are aware of it, but
Senator Pool knows that we had always before the war a sort of local neighborhood
police, and it strikes me that this thing was suggested by that.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Yon refer lo the patrol /

.inswcr. Yes, sir.

By the Chaikm.^n, (Mr. PoL.v>.i> :;
*

Question. Y'our idea, then, is not that this organization was made up ofthe dissolute, the
vicious, the abandoned, and the wicked—the ragamuffins, as some have expressed it ?

Answer. No. I think that whatever elements of that character there may be in it

have gone into it latterly. Since the election of 1868 I have not heard of there being
bands of Ku-Klux.

Question. According to your idea, this organization in its original purpose was an
organization in the interest of peace, order, and quiet?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. To afford protection against any outbreak by the colored jieople if there
should be any trouble of that kind?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. But you say you think that subsequently ifc went quite beyond that ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it did.

Question. Will you give us your idea of the extent to which it did go ; how far its

pui-pose was enlarged or changed?
Ansiver. ^Yell, sir, it was in one sense antagonizing the colored i^eople, so far as regards

keeping them from doing acts that would amount to outrage, or anything of that
sort. When those meetings were held men attended them armed; and the colored
people being almost all of them armed, there were naturally at times meetings which
were occasions of excitement. It was naturally thought that these men, coming
together in large bodies, might be induced or provoked to commit outrages ; and these
bands called Ku-Klux, v/ith a view of averting anything that might follow from that
sort of thing, went, there, and no doubt intimidated or disturbed these meetings. The
motive, I sux>pose, (this is only an inference,) was a mixed one. My theory about the
origin of the thing is, I have no doubt, correct; but the organization was, per-
haps, perverted to a considerable extent from its original j)urpose. I never saw a Ku-
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Klux, or a Kh-K1ux band of auy kiud, kuowing them to be sach ; I never talked witli

any man who admitted to me that he had been a Ku-Klux.

Question. Yon understand that in your State, and about in various localities through

your country, these armed bands occasionally killed a man ?

Ansicer. Oh, no ; not all through the country ; that is can-yiug it further than I bad
dreamed of. I supposed it was a very narrow, limited thing. I have heard of it in

particular localities.

Question. When 1 say all about the country, I do not mean in every town and county

of the Southern States.

Answer. The cases were exceptional rather than general.

Question. Have yon not heaid i>f tlu-iii in North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And in ilississipi)! ?

Answer. Yes, sii-; in two or three counties iu Mississippi, and three or four iu Ala-

bama.
Question. So far as you heard of these bands operating at all, did you not hear of

their going about and killing men ?

. Answer. I have heard frequently of their whipping men.
Question. Have you not heard of their killing a great many men ?

Answer. My general impression is that I did hear of their killing people. That is th(>

impression upon my mind, though I cannot now lix u])ou any one who was killed by

them.
Question. Did you ever happen to hear of their kil)iTi«i the solicitor of Greene County '!

Ansicer. Mr. Boyd ?

Question. Yes, Mr. Boyd.
Anstcer. Yes, sir, I heard of thai. 1 do not know that they wi-re Kii-Khix who killed

him.
Question. Well, it was a body of disgaised men ?

Answer. I have heard, whether it was true or not, that Boyd had been convicted of

ii serious ofi'onse.

Question. Fifteen years before ?

Ansuer. I do not know whether it was fifteen years before.

Question. We have all the particulars of that from other witnesses. I want to ascer-

tain whether you (Kd not hear of this body of disguised men going about in the night

and frequently killing dcople?
Answer. No, sir, not frequently. I heard of Boyd being killed.

Question. We have hundreds of instances proved where they did it ?

Ansuer. They did it; there is no doubt about that; but I cannot de.signat»i th<-

places or the men.
Question. W^as it not still more common to hear of these armed men going about at

night and whipping somebody, with great severity ?

Answer. 1 have heard of that in some counties in North Alabama. In DeKalb county,

in my district, a verdict of §1,000 was recovered the other day against some parties for

whipping a man.
Question. When they got to doing that, did von think they went beyond the original

idea ?

Answer. Altogether.
Question. When this orgaiiiy.;ui<iii Ijci^MU to whip pc(([ilc, aiitl to kill people, do you

not think it had assumed a sort of jiolitical character 1

Ansuer. It had assumed such a character thr.t cvevvbody ericd out. "sto]) these out-

rages."
Question. All respectable, good people ?

Answei: All respectable, good people in my neighborhood did; and then the organ-

izations were disbanded so far as my locality was concerned.
Question. You tliink that iu j'our region the organization has entirely ceased ?

Ansicer. I thijjk there has been no such thing as a band (»f Ku-klux anywhere there

for nearly three years. 1 think I sliouhl have heard it if there liad been. I am not

altogetheV unobservant of what is going on in my district, though 1 am a good deal of

the time away from there.

Question. You have spoken of the apprehension under which, according to your idea,

this Ku-Ivlux organization was lirst formed. Do you think there ever was any well-

grounded apprehension anywhere that an armed police force was necessary to keej»

the colored people in check I

Answer. That question addressed to different men wonld receive different answers.
Question. Well, I jmt the.question to you.
Answer. Ibclieve thatauy man whoisnoteasilyintimidated can disarm adozen colored

people; but when the colored people use menacing language, ride over the country
iu squads, witli arms in their hands, firing otf their guns day and night, and on all days
of {]••• u.- '.- t) r-i. •..,. vc'v few persons that would \uA l> .'! 80)Tie npi)r< Iien^.ion, osjic-
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X
cialiv in the couditiou of the couutry as it was a few ycais ago, aud iu viow of the lato

condition of the negroes as slaves, aud their recent acquirement of freedom.

Quesiion. They did not quite know what to do with themselves as freemen ?

Answer. Thev acted, not perhaps strangely hut in a way to alarm people. Let mo

.rive vou a little illustration : In 1866 or 1862, I could not get my colored servant

woman to milk mv cow when it rained ; she would not do it ; she thought that thing

was " played out," and that I must go aud milk the cow myself. And, when there

would be a guest at my house I could not get my servant to Hack his boots as the

custom had been ; I had to black them myself. Most of the menial service I performed

at that time myself, because I had to do so.
^ x ^- ^ .

Question. The colored people had got enlarged ideas of what it meant to be tree T

Ansiivr. Yea, sir ; very large ideas.
. , , ^. j., j. ^,

Qtietition. Was it about that time that they entertained the notion that they were

o-oing to have some land given to them, that there was to be a division of the land ?

"
A)%wer. They were tokl "That is not your master's land, but your land

;
your work

made it what it is ; he would not have had any laud if it had not been tor you. That

was the sort of talk that was indulged iu.
.^

Question. Thev had sense enough to get over that idea veiy soon, I supposii

Answer. I will say for them that, as a race just emancipated, they are behaving

remarkably well.
. ^ ^ ,. .j. xt,j- »

Question. Thev soon got over those enlarged notions of what it was to be tree ?

Aimcer. Washington City exhibits more of what I would caU insubordination among

the negroes than you can see almost anywhere else. For instance, you will not iind a

colored man who 'will give his place to a white lady in a car ; at least 1 never see tJbat.

A great deal of what oue sees in W^ashiugtou -City we do not see lu my couutry. ihere

the negroes are respectful, and behave themselves astonishingly well.

Question. I think they do here.
, ^ r xi ^

Amwer. Well, I do not think they do here compared with the conduct of the negroes

among us. We are a little in advance iu that respect.

By ilr. Pool :

Question. I want to learn a little more about tliat Paytona atfair. Did the colored

people make any effort to burn the town on that occasion f

Ansaer. I said they threatened to burn it.
^ • x ^ »

Oueslion. Did they make any effort to do it when they went into town ?

Ansucr. Not that I ever heard of. Mr. Tucker was my informant, and he did not

state that. "Bhej swore they would burn the town.
. ,. . , . „

OMe.«/(OH. Did they commit any act of violence upon any individual
J ^ ^ .

Answer. Not so far as I heard. Mr. Tucker's statement to me was, (I am nof pretend-

in^ to state anything of my own knowledge on this point,) that they went there and

sw^ore they would burn the town, and made night hideous with their yells and menaces.

That was his statement.
. ^ • t, i , *

Question. Did thev commit any violence upon any person in town or anywhere else?

Anmcr. Not that'l know of. He did not state to me that they did.

Question. Did they commit any trespass upon any property in town ?

Answer. He did not mention that they did.

fhiestion. When did they leave town ?
, . ^i •

Amwtr. They left the town next morning, but they returnea again on the evenmg

*

Question. Did they commit any acts of violence when they returned on Sunday

evening ? „,-•£.
Answer. They fired off their guns in the direction of a congregation coming from

church, and alarmed the women and children very much.

Quesiion. Was anybody hurt ?

Answer. No, bu\

Question. Did they retire again ?

Anstver. Do you mean the blacks ?

Question. Yes, sir.
, . ,, ^ ^.^., ^

Answer. I suppose they did. Probably the men who lived m that little place were bo

exasperated that they may have seized the leaders at once aud dispersed the othew. 1

am not advised as to that.

Question. You say that Luke was executed ?

Ansicer. Luke, aud I think foiu- negroes.

Question. How were they executed 1

Ansu-er. They were executed, as I understand, by the citizens of the place

Quesiion. W^ere they hanged ?
. . , x- , ,

Answer. I suppose they were either hanged or shot ; I never mquired particularly

)out that.

Question. Were they arrested before that ?
/? u «:

Anstcer. They were arrest^ed and were taken out of the hands of the officer.
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Question. "Were tliey arrested by legal authority ?

Ansiver. Tliey were arrested by citizens and placed in the hands of the officer. That
is my information.

Question. But they were taken from the hands of the officer, and four of them exe-
cuted ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Were any more of them shot or wounded ?

Ansiver. None that I heard of.

Question. You say that Luke was obnoxious to the people ?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had he ever committed any act of violence on any one, or was he charged
with any such act ?

Ansiver. Mr. Tucker told me that Luke had interested himself very much in seducing
eervants from the employ of the planters, and had made himself offensively obnoxious
in that way.

Question. He had not committed any act of violence upon person or property so far as
you heard ?

.

Answer. No, sir
; General Burke, a republican there, says he was constantly preach-

ing his doctrine of fraternization with the negro, and miscegenation ; and, as Burke
says, that do(!trine is very offensive among those mountaineers.

Question. Was Luke a white man ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; he was a Canadian.
Question. Is there any serious apprehension of miscegenation among the people in the

South ?

Answer. I do not think there is, generally speaking; there is not in my neighbor-
hood. There have been rapes committed there. In DeKalb County, the year before
last, a woman was ravished by two or three negroes; and it .seemed to arouse a terrible
leeling of excitement. Of course the crime is horrible under any circumstances ; but
it is especially terrible when committed in that way. Those people were greatly
excited and exasperated. Of course under such circumstances they would be likely to
commit outrages and go further than thi^y should. Cases of that kind may have
induced the doing of a great many wrong acts—acts wrong in themselves, but "having
strong provocation to their commission.

Question. Do you think that this Ku-Klux organization was gotten up for the purpo-
of preventing miscegenation ?

Answer. O, no; not necessarily. I had not thought of that; but when men wh,.
constitute a largo majority of the population ride about night and day in a menacino-
manner, shouting and screaming, it is very natural for a female to have apprehensions
of some sort of outrage. I am not speaking particularly of miscegenation. Miscege-
nation, I suppose, is a voluntary sort of business rather than anything that is done
by the use of muskets, pistols, or anything of that sort.

Question. You think there is nothing in the conduct of the negroes for the last two
or three years which would justify the forming of these cxtraordinarv organizations
called the Ku-Klux?
Answer. Not in my locality ; I only speak of that. If I am truly advised (and I think

I am without any doubt) there has been no such thing as a Ku-Klux there for the last
two years, or for more than two years.

Question. Did you say that even Mr. Lakiu was received down there with courtesy
and kindness ?

Answer. 11^ -nid so ; he said he was received with courtesy. He told republicans so

;

and they said they were very much surprised at his testimony as reported by telegraph.
Question. Do you mean that he said so liere in his testimony ?
Answer. He said there that he had been received with uniform courtesy ; and those to

whom he had used this expression were very much surprised at his testimony in which
he said the contrary.

Question. Had he been received there with courtesy and kindness?
Answer. How do 1 know? I do not knovr whether'he has been or not. I have heard

ot instances two or tlireo years ago where he was not. Ho was received witli conrtesy
and kindness so far as my observation went. He stated to Mr. James Ware and Mr.
Gill, and Mr. Day, tliat he had been treated generally Avith courtesy.

Question. Did he state to Mr. Day that he had generally been treated with courtesv.
or was he speaking of a particular occasion ?

Answer. Ho said that he had generally been treated with courtesy in traveling the
district that made up his circuit. •

"

Question. Did he say that to Mr. Day ?

Ansiver. He said it'to Mr. Ware and Mr. Gill ; and as I understood Mr. Day to say,
to him also.

Question. And you say the community was very much surprised at the statement ho
was reported to have made in his testimony ?

AnswcK. I did not say the community ; I'-^aid that these gentlemen to whom lio had
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expressed himself as having been treated with courtesy were very much surprised to

tind that he had testilied to the contrary.

Question. Do you yourself believe that he had been received generally with courtesy

and kindness ?
, ,., x i r xt

Ansiccr. I have no knowledge to the contrary. I suppose he did not ask tor the

courtesy of some men. I never saw the ir;an but twice.

Question. Is it your judgment that he told the truth when he said he had not been

received with courtesy aud kindness by the w^hite people f

Answer. My judgment is that he did not tell the truth when he said he had been

treated discourteously or imkiudly ; that he had been threatened, or anything of that

sort. I do not think he ever received such treatment. I have no doubt that tricks

were played on him some time ago ; but I have heard of nothing of that kind recently.

Qitestion. You think then that in the main he was received with courtesy and kindness ?

Ansu-er. I take his statements as given to these gentlemen ; they are the only informa-

tion I have on the subject. I never asked anybody in regard to the matter.

Question. You rely I think more on the statement which was made not upon oath

to these gentlemen,' than you do on the statement made upon oath before this com-

mittee ? 1 . 1 1 ^

Ansicer. There was no motive for him to tell these gentlemen anything but the truth.

I do not know what he did tell the committee. Did he say that he was not safe ?

Question. I understood you to say that it was so reported.

Ansiccr. It was so reported in the telegraphic abstract of his testimony ;
and these

gentlemen were surprised to see that statement.

Question. You say it was reported that he was at the Five Points mission In New-

York and got into some trouble with his church ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That he went thence to Peru, Elinois ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Aud that there he had trouble again?
Ansu-er. No, I did not say he had trouble there ; the same trouble followed him there.

Question. And thence he was transferred to the southern country, and these reports

followed him there? •

Ansu-er. Yes, sir.

Question. You seem to be pretty positive that he has been m the habit of fratermz

iug with negroes and having them at his table ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. To an extent which I believe you said savored of miscegenation?

Ansicer. O', no; I did not :say that; I said it looked towards social equality. . I do

nat impute miscegenation to him.
Question. Is it likely that a man who carried to Alabama such a reputation as ho

seems by your statement to have acquired at the Five Points, New York, and to havo

carried with him to Peru, Illinois—a man who had gone to Alabama for the purpose oi

detaching a portion of the southern Methodists from their church connection, and con-

necting tiiem with another church organization—a man, too, who fraternized with thn

negroes audhad them at his own table, aud to an extent that looked toward social equal-

ity—is it likely that such a man would be received there with courtesy and kindness :

Ansicei: Not where that thing was practiced.

Question. "Was it not general?
.

.'

Aiisuer. There are very few negroes in the southern counties of his district ; I tmnk his

associates there were principally whites. North Alabama, except in the valleys, has

very few negroes.
., , , n

Questiov. Before Mr. Lakin appeared here to testify, did you hear that he was reckless

in his statements ?
, -,1 i

Answer. I have heard since this testimony came out, and talking with men with whom
he was in the habit of conferring, that he was reckless in giving his testknony.

Question. Had you ever heard recklessness in his statements attributed to him before?

Ansu-er. I never heard anything of him, except knowing that he was there as a min-

ister. I was born and reared in the North, and whatever people may think about men
who come down to the South, I am for letting everybody go his own way, provided

that he does not trespass on my rights, or those of my neighbors.

Question. Did you ever hear anything of Mr. Lakin's "powerful imagination" before

he came before this committee to testify ?

Answer. No, sir.

Owes/io;!. Ymi have only heard of these things since ?
_

A7mver. Yes, sii- ; my attention has not been called to him very much except,m thia

connection. .

QtKStion. You say yon think he is honest ? '

Ansicer. No ; I said that Mr. Figgers said he thought he was honest, but a fanatic.
_

Question. Do you think that he has the reputation among those wlio know him in

Alabama of being an honest man ?
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Anaicer. I realiy c-an not very well auswer that question. I cuuuot say that he has
the reputation now of being an honest man among those who know him in Ala-
bama. As I have told you, men Avho were his personal friends have been astonished at
the report of his testimony, because it is so contradictory of his previous statements.

Question. Conti-adictory in any other i^articular than on this question of his having
been received with courtesy and kindness?
Answer. K^o ; but I referred also, you will recollect, to the case about the butter.
Question, I asked whether they said the report of his testimony was contradictory to

his previous statements upon any other point than this question of his having been re-
ceived with courtesy and kindness ?

Answer, I do not recollect as to that.

Question. If that is the only thing in his testimony at which they were sui-prised, and
wluch seemed to them to contradict

'
'

Ansiver. They only saw a brief abstract of his testimony. They were very much sur-
])rised that he should have made a general statement that he was not safe in Alabama,
and could not.obtain kind and courteous treatment.

Question, The supposed contradiction between his testimony here and his previous
)itatement, that he was received with courtesy and kindness, is Avhat has gotten uji

this talk in regard to his testimony, is it ?

Question. It is his testimony, so far as they are advised of it, that they are talking
about.

Question. Are they advised of it any further than you have stated ?

Answer. They are not advised of it further than by the abstract which has been i)ub-
-ished in the jjapers, and which has not been denied.

Question. Did you ever hear about th6 transaction in connection with the tub of
butter until after he had given his testimony here ?

Answer. I may have heard of it when I was informed that he was coming here to
give his testimony. I do not recollect whether I heard it after he gave his testimony
or after we were ad\ised that he was commg to give his testimony.

Question. But you had never heard it except in connection with his appearance as a
i/itness before this connnittee ?

• Answer. No, sir.

Question. WTiy was such a thing as that started in regard to him as soon as it was
'cuown that he had been summoned to appear before this committee ?

Answer. It may have been started after he had given his testimony ; my mind is not
«;iear as to that. If he had made statements "here which people did not beheve to be
True, that would naturally suggest to them to tell anything they knew that was not
.avorable to him. It came cOit in that way.

Question. But I understand you to say that the only statement u])on which a point
waa made wjis simply the statement that he had not been received with proper courtesy
.md kindness by the people of Alabama ?

Anstvcr. O, no ; I referred to his testimony generally. Major Ware told me that ho
was very much surprised at the testimony of Mr, Lakin that he could not travel safely,

was not ti'eated courteously, and all that ; because last spring when it was reported
he had been killed, and simultaneously almost with the report ho appeared in tho
office of the probate judge, Major Ware said to him, "Why, Mr. Lakin I am very much
Kurprised to see you ; wo heard you had been killed ;'' and then Mr. Lakin said, " Nobody
would kill me ; I luive been treated with uniform courtesy and kindness."

Question. Do you suppose that Mr. Lakin was guilty of dishonesty, (and if tho
t;hargo was true' it really bordered on larceny,) in connection with that butter trans-

action ?

Ansicer, Well it strikes me so, particularly as, in order to settle the matter, he paid
twice as much as tho butter was worth. I only state the transaction as it was related

to me.
Question. If Mr. Lakin's conduct had been such as the story would imply, it would

Iiave been in the natiuo of felony, would it not?
Answer, I think that I would hardly look an honest man in the face if I had done

anything of that kind.

Question. In law the offense would partake of the nature of a felony?
Answer. Well, I suppose it would be a felonious taking; it would squint that Avay, I

Think. I hardly know how a lawyer would define it.

Question. To whom was it stated he had paid this double i)rioe ?

Jtn«i(f>-. ToIshaniGill.
Question. Who is he J

Answer. A young merchant there, 26 or '27 years of age.

Question. What did he have to do with the transaction ".'

Answer. Tho butter was sent to his sister.

Question. And it was suiiposed that Mr. Lakin paid that double
i>!

ic (> in order to set-

tle the matter f

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; that is the information given to me.
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Quesiion. Did you nnderstaiul that in consideration of that settlement Mr. Gill was
to say no more about it?

Answer. That was what I understood. He did say no more about it at that time.
Question. If it became publicly known that the double price was paid, it must have

become known through Mr. Gill?
Answer. Of course, unless it became known through Jarvis, the express man, who,

I think, was present.
Question. What do you think of a man who would compound a felony in that way

by receiving njoney in order to hush up an oftense and say nothing about it? la not
that also a crime ?

Answer. It is so by statute in some States.
Question. What do you think of the transaction morally?
Answer. Well, it is uot necessary to ask me that question. If a man had taken my

butter under those circumstances, I think I would have had him ari'ested ; I do not
think I should have taken fifty cents a pound to settle the nuitter.

Question. What would you think of a man w-ho would go and make a pul)lic parade
of the fact that he had, in consideration of money, compounded a felony in that way,
and agreed to keep silent on the subject?

Answer. Well, I thinic it savors a little of blackmailing, in one sense, though, per-

haps, it hardly goes to that extent. I think it may be possible that Mr. Gill thought
some little penalty ought to be paid for that breach of trust, as, I suppose, you may
call it.

Question. Especially if he was himself the recipient of the penalty?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you really believe, from all you have heard, that there was anything
dishonest on the part of Mr. Lakiu in that transaction ?

Answer. I do not knoAv that I would convict Mr. Lakin of positive felony on the facts

as they appear; there is a plausibility, to some extent,jabout his statement ; but I

should not care about his getting my butter after that.

Question. If a stranger in the community had made an honest mistake in a matter of
that kind, would you think it kind or fair treatment to make him pay a double price
in that way 7

Ansiver. No, sir. I cannot imagine that a man who was honest in a transaction of
that sort would have paid it.

Question. Is the fact that Mr. Lakin paid this double price supported by the state-

ment of anybody other than the man who received the money, aud the man who was
a party to its reception ?

Answer. Both Mr. Gill and the expressman stat-ed it. \

Question. Gill is the man who received the money, and the expressman who was
standing by was a party to the transaction?

Answer. The expressman was there; he had no interest in the matter, so far as I

know.
Question. But he had an interest in the good order of the conmumity, and the proper

observance of the laws.
Answer. Everybody has that sort of an interest.

Question. Upon the statements of those tAVO men the proof as to paying this double
price depends?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. You did not have that transaction in your mind when you said you could
not advert to any specific act of Mr. Lakin's which was inconsistent with the character
of a Christian minister ?

Answer. It did not occur to me at that time.

By the Chaiuman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question, When did you understand that transaction to have happened?
Answer. I think it was in 1808; that is my recollection, but I am not positive about it.

By Mr. Pool:

Question. That was when Mr. Lakin was an entire stranger m the community?
Answe)-. O, no, sir.

Question. When did he go there?
Anstcer. He was there before that; I don't knoAV precisely when he went there. As

I have before stated, I live in the country; he may have been there some months
before I knew of his being there.

Question. But you heard nothing of this butter business until aftgsr he camo before
this committee?

Ansiver. It was after he was summoned before the committee, and I think probably
after he gave his testimony.

Question. Does the fact that the matter slumbered so long—from 1868 until now

—

impress your mind with the idea that the statement is a slander ?

Answer. No, it does not ; I do uot think the young man is capable of that.

29
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Question. You mean the young man who took the double price for the butter?

Armver. Yes, sir. I think that if he erred, he did it ignorautly. and without any
consciousness of doing anything wrong. I do not approve of anything of that sort

;

but he had been put to a great deal of inconvenience, and may have thought it right

that he should be compensated.
Question. I understood you to say that the letter which accompanied the butter

was not signed with the young man's name, but simply signed " your brother?"

Ansioer. It was signed " your brother, I.sham Gill."

Que.'iUon. You said that a man went to your house and notified you that the teaching

of negroes must be stopped ?

Ansiver. The man did not come to my house. He told me that my wife's teaching of

negroes must be stopped. That was in 1867 or 1868, I think. Larkin White was the

man's name. He is dead now. He told me that he understood my wife was teaching

her negroes, and said he supposed I did not know that for that cause Elijah Fitch was
advised that he would be handled pretty roughly. Fitch had been teaching the

negroes.
Question. By whom had Fitch been so advised ?

Anstvcr. I inferred it was some of those irresponsible lawless men about there.

Question. Do you mean the Ku-KIux ?

Answe}-. Well, it may have been. It was a foolish idea in some of the Southern
States at that time that the negroes must not be taught.

Question. Do you not think that the man referred to the Ku-Klux when he said they
had given that notice ?

Answer. My impression was that he did refer to men in di.sguise, because I said that I

would pull their masks oif their faces if they came visiting me.
Question. At what time was that ?

Answer. I think it was in 1867 or 1868.

Question. But 1 understood you to say that at that time these Ku-Klux were not law-
less and bad men ?

Answei-. I said there had been no Ku-Klux there since 1868.

Question. About that time you think the organization started ?

Answer. The first organization was before that.

Question. Before 1868 ?

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; I think so.

Question. Before 1867 t

Ansiver. I cannot say that it was before 1867 : it did not last a great while any how.
Question. Do you think you would be safe in undertaking to pull tho disguise off the

faces of disguised men or off their horses f

Ansiver. I generally find that if a man comes to assail me in my rights of person or
property, I can walk right up to him and say, " Desist ;" and I will take pains to do so.

I do not know whether it would have been safe or not ; for I think it was in view of
possible peril that I said I would do it ; and I think I would have redeemed that
promise. I think that if there was an attempt to visit in that way a servant of mine,
black or white, living with me and necessarily under my protection, I would resist it

at every hazard.
Question. Would you advise your black servants to fire on men of that kind ?

Answer. I would advise them to resist at every hazard, and to insist on the recogni-
tion of their rights.

Question. Do you think that would be the proper course to be pursued generally by
. the negroes in the Southern States ?

Ansiver. I do not know that it would; I am only talking about myself. I have not
been assailed very often; I do not know that I have ever been with impunity; I

believe that when atjsaullls are made upon tho rights of men, black or white, if they
would resist and defend themselves—repel the assailants at whatever peril—if this
were the uniform policy it would check a great deal of lawlessness.

Question. And lav>'lesness ought to be checked ?

Ansivei: Certainly it should.
Question. Then, in your judgment, that would be a proper course to be pursued by

the colored men in the South when assailed by Kn-Klux ?

Answer. Of course ; I would advise them to take the same course which I would
take mj'self. I cannot conceive that men could come to my house and intimidate me
in that way. They might do so ; we cannot always tell what wc would do in cei'tain.

supposed emergencies ; it is possible they might come and perhaps intimidate me iu
such a way that I would succumb and go with them and be treated l>y them as they
chose ; but I canuot conceive that such a thing would be likely to happen to mo.

QueMion. You would not consider a submissive demeanor the best one to be pursued,
by either black or white ?

Ansiver. No. sir.

Question. You spoke something of robberies committed by these disguised men ?

Ansiver. Thieves and rascals have assumed disguises, as they are very apt to do.
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Question. Perhaps thcv have taken their hint from the Kii-Klux.

AiiSH-er. Yes; they hav^ gotten it in that way possihly; at any rate' these men who

are not Ku-Klux occasionally commit robberies in disgnisc.

Qucsiion. You mean they are not Ku-Klux in the true sense of the term?

Answer. Not in the original sense of the term.

Oii«s<ioH. Thev are what might be called bogus Ku-Klux?
Answer. Well! I would call them scamps running round and committing depredations.

I may illustrate the point in this way: After the war men in Federal uniform com-

mitted a great many robberies. They had purchased the clothing of soldiers ;
it was a

sort of shelter to them in which to commit crime. In the same way men who commit

robberies may desire them to appear to have been committed by Ku-Klux.

question. But in addition to the robberies you have heard of, (v.hudi you attribute

to bogus Ku-Klux, as they might be termed,) you have heard occasionally, at least, ot

men being killed by them ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
, . x i r ^i, •

Qvestion. And you have heard of a great many cases of men bemg taken trom tneu

houses at night and scourged by them ? •

i r »-
Ansim: I have heard of several, I have named a number. One was the case ol Jxr.

Gate, in Jackson couutv. Old :Mr. Marker, u soldier of the war of 1812, I think, was

whipped. Two negro men—Ned Larkin and his brother—were killed. But the men
killed in these cases were democrats, black and white ;

and they were killed too, as I

am advised, by republicans. Of the homicides which have occurred under my obser-

vation in the State of Alabama, I am satisfied that in a large proportion of cases the

victims have been democrats.

Question. Y'ou mean immediately upon the close of the -war ?

Answer. No, I mean within the last two or three years. I have not heard of any

homicides in my neighborhood or vicinity since last January.

Question. How were those homicides generally committed—in an open rencounter in

the day time ?
, j.,-, i. -iu^

Answer. Not all of them but some. Polk Wright was killed by the son of the sheritt.

Question. That was not a Kii-Klux outrage, of course ?

A7isicer. That was not a Ku-Klux outrage ; but Wright was a very active democratic

partisan for a young man. Gate was killed by men in disguise. Governor Lindsay

offered a reward for the apprehension of the men, naming them. That case grew out

of some difficulty in connection with a loose woman. The two negroes I have men-

tioned were killed by men in disguise, who are supposed to have been worthless,

triflin"- iellows, (this is my most recent and authentic information,) w-ho were anxious

TO get^rid of those negroes, so that they might work the laud on which the negroes

were working.
i *• +%,

Question. With those exceptions, have you known any case where a member ot tne

democratic party has been killed by what you would call a gonuine Ku-Klux organ-

ization? ^, -,,, ... e p
Answer. O, no : I have never known any genuine Ku-Klux organization, feome oi

the men who we're injured in the affair at Huutsville in 1868, were democrats
;
but the

Ku-Klux had nothing to do with the firing there, as I am advised.

Question. You believe that the organization generally denominated Ku-Klux proper

have committed whippings, scourgings, and now and then a murder, within the last

two years, do you not?
Amtca: I am not advised of any such Ku-Klux organization proper.

Question. Have there been no scourgings by persons in disguise m your district /

Ansiccr. There mav have been scourgings ; I have heard of whippings, perhaps in

Cherokee Gountv, possibly in De Kalb, and perhaps in Etowah.

Qtu'stion. Do you mean cases where persons were taken Irom their houses and whippea

by men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever know a democrat to be so treated ?

Avstcer. I never heard what the politics of these men were ; I do not thmk they were

whipped because they were republicans. It may have been on account of their associ-

ations in some way, as I have suggested several times in my testimony here.

Question. I understood you to say that you thought the original organization of the

Kn-Klux was for a designated purpose, and that there were at the start some good

men in it—men who entered with good intentions.

Ansu-er. I think it is very likely. Jly theory is that the organization originated as a

sort of police for protection. /

Question. A sort of substitute for the old patrol system of slave times /

» Ansuwr. Yes, sir. ,,. , i i

Question. That patrol system was for the purpose of controlling the negroes and keep-,

ing them in tlieir places.

Answer. This was a substitute for that, so far as to prevent anything hke outrage on

the part of the negroes. I do not mean to be understood as saying that the two organ-

izations were eutireiy identical in their purpose.
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Question. The patrol was authorized by law ?

Atisiccr. I know that that was authorized by law.
Question. I niulerstood you to saj' that latterly, as you thought, bad men have gone

into this Ku-Klux business.
Aihswer. I say that latterly scamps, thieves, and robbers have assumed disguises

assimilating those of the Ku-Klus, and perhajis like them, and under that cover or
mask have committed their oftenses.

Question. The offenses by disguised men are still continued?
Answer. O, outrages are committed everywhere.
Question. Do you mean by disguised men?
Answer. Yes, by disguised men.
Question. You hear of that still going on?
Answer. Not by Ku-Klux organizations—by disguised men in sm^ll numbers—three

or four together.
Question. Why do you suppose that the original Ku-Klux organization of whicli you

sjioke has been disbanded ?

Anstcer. Because it is the general impression—the accepted view of the whole intelli-

gent portion of the country where I reside; and everybody has urged that it should be
disl^anded. I do not suppose there is an intelligent man in my town who will not
make the same statement. That is the common impression and belief.

Question. Have you not heard of transactions of this kind by disguised men in other
localities distant from your place of residence, in the State of Alabama and outside
of it?

Ansuxr. I heard the other day of outrages committed by disguised men in Mississippi,

and some time ago I heard of them as committed at a distance in Alabama, but not
recently, and not as a Ku-Klux organization. I think that all men who coniinit crime
are ve^y apt to assume a disguise of some form. Night itself is a disguise; and these
outrages are generally committed at night.

Question. Before the war was it common in Alabama for bands of men with disguises

upon their persons and their horses to go through the country committing crimes. Did
you ever hear of such a thing before the war ?

Answer. No; I do not remember that I ever did.

Question. From what you said in regard to tearing the disguises from their horses, I

infer that according to your information they disguise not only themselves but their

horses.
Answei: The horses were covered with sheets ; that was the description I had of

them ; I do not know how they are in your section ; I never saw one.

Question. You said that you believed the negroes might be disarmed very easily by
the white men; that one white man could disarm ten or a dcxzen negroes.

Answer. One white man of determination.
Question. I mean, of course, a man of suflicieut determination and capacity. Now has

it been the haltit of these organizations to disarm the negroes?
Ansiver. Not all ; I never lieard of it.

Question. Yoir spoke of disarming some negroes yourself on one occasion?
Answei: Two or three.

Question. Why did ycm think it necessary to do that ?

Ansiver. They were threatening to shoot one another. They were drunk and playing
cards, and one of them said the other had cheated him. I did not want any shooting
on my premises.

Question. You were acting in the interest of peace among them ?

Ansiver. I always act in that interest except where war seems much more apt to be
effective. They were making a great noise in front ofmy house on the street, and one
was threatening to shoot the other. There was no assault upon myself.

Question. You spoke of that Huntsville affair in iy68, in which a great many persona
were killed and wounded. Did I understand yon to say that the negroes in their alarm
got to shooting one another?

Answer. From what I heard I think they shot wildly; it was a sort of wild firing.

Question. How many of them were killed ?

Answer. I lo not remember.
Que-stiou. As many as twenty ?

Answer. Jly impression is that not so many were kiUed.

Question. Five or six?
Ansicer. Perhaps live or six killed and wounded. I do not know that that many were

killed.

Question. You heard of but one white man being huit on that occasion?

Answer. I heard of one white man being killed and another shot.

Question. You spoke of Judge Thurlow being killed ; he was a white man?
Ansiver. He was a white man, and there was another by the name of Cox, who was

shot through the face.

Question. Are those the only white men whom you heard of as being injured on that

occasion ?
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Ansiver. I do not recollect any others.

Question. The principal injury was upon the negroes ?

Answer. My iruprossion is there were more white men killed and wounded than

negroes. I do not know that any negroes were killed. There may have heen some. I

am not positive about that.

Question. Did you hear of any democrats being killed ?

Answer. No ; Cox was one, but he was not killed.

Question. Did you hear of any democrats being wounded except Cox?
Anstver. I do not recollect that I did.

Question. We have heard in the evidence given before us that the members of thia

Ku-Klux organization in some localities have made a pretense that they were the

spirits t)f the confederate dead—ghosts. What do you know as to that ?

Answer. When they were first started they worked upon the superstition of the negroes.

When they first came out some fellows said, I heard, that they were the spirits of the

confederate dead, and that they could drink a bucket of water without any trouble.

They made manifestations of that sort with the motive of impressing very decidedly

the negro mind.
Question. And they said they had risen from the graves at Gettysburg?

Answer. I did not"'hear that. They said, as I understood, that they were the spu-its

of the confederate dead. But that is rather an antediluvian story. Such things get

old very quickly. I recollect hearing that some of these men appeared at a pic-nic in

Tennessee above our boundary line, that they came there looking immensely tall (of

course artificially so) and drinking groat quantities of water, making the impression

upon the African that they were the spirits of the confederate dead.

Question. Did I understand you to say that you cannot challenge the registry of a

voter in Alabama ?

Answer. As I understand, you cannot.
Question. Is there any laAv against bringing testimony to show to the registering

officers that a man is not entitled to register ?

Answer. I never heard of one being challenged, and we accept it as a fact that no

challenge can be made.
Question. Is not the law against chaUenging expressly confined to voting ?

Answer. I know that we cannot challenge voting, and my impression is the same with

regard to the registry.

Question. Does not a man when he registers have to swear that he is a qualified voter ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think he does. That is my recollection. When I registered I

think I took that oath.

Question. Is not the penalty for falsely taking that oath confinement in the peniten-

tiarv?
Ansiver. I do not recollect. I must confess I am not advised that there is any penalty

which is available connected either with registration or voting.

Question. As to availability that might depend on the sentiment of the community
;

but as to the law itself, does it not provide a penalty '/

Answer. I cannot speak positively about that. My impression is that there is no

practical restraini ; that there is a general laxity in reference to the matter, and that

the law itself permits it. I know that practically the voting there is without chal-

lenge, and I think there is no clialleuge at the registration. If a person applying to be

registered takes the required oath, I think that is the end of it.

Question. Do you know of any association of gentlemen in your district for the pur-

pose of furthering political ends, in which they are bound by some obligation one to

another ?

^?}su*er. I never heard of such a thing.

Question. Do you know of no association of men for political ends or others, having a

regular constitution, rules, officers, «Slc.?

Answer. I never heard of it.

Question. Do you think that none such exists in your county ?

Answer. I think it could not exist Avithout my knowing it. It is barely possible that

there is such a thing ; but I think if there had been I would have heard of it. I know
that nobody would ever suggest to me the forming of such an association. You mean
a secret association.

Question. I am not introducing that element into the question.

Answer. Well. I do not recollect any such association ; I never heard of any, and I do

not know that anv ever existed.

Question. Do yoii think that any such association exists in any part of Alabama?
A7iswer. So far as I am advised I do not think it does.

Question. I understand you to say that you think person and property are secure at

this time in Alabama f

Answer. Yes, sir ; so far as my county and district and locality are concerned.

Question. And you think the laws are pretty well executed, as much so as in other

places '^
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Answer. I do not kuow about their being executed with our officers. There is peace,

order, quiet.

Quciition. Security?
Ansu-er. I think so. I have advised hundreds of republicans who have written to

me on the subject that tliey can come there with perfect safety, be secure in their
property and their persons, and socially be treated kindly.

Question. But that was not entirely so in 1B88 ?

Answer. Yes, I think it was so in 1868. For instance, a Mr. Fry. a decided republi-
can who had been a leading man in Sj^ingfield. Ohio, came therewith others, and they
were all welcomed and received cordially. The best assurances I have had on this

subject have been from republican witnesses.
Question. Was that the case before 1868 ?

*

.Answer. I think it was. I wrote a letter addressed to Mr. Hillhouse and other
gentlemen who thought of investing money there ; and I published it over my own
signature. It was written in 1865, and I would now reaffirm the statements I then
made. I invited those gentlemen to come down to our section, assuring them that any
man who would come to our country with the motives Avhich should prompt any man
in removing from one sectiou to another, with the view of bettering his condition or
fortune, would be treated kindly.

(Question. I was not sjieaking so much of safety to those who are generally denomi-
nated " carpet-baggers " as the general run of the people of the community.

Answer. 1 say they are safe.

Question. Safe in person and property ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And you say there is peace and quiet there ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so ; as much so as in Ontario County, New York, where I

was reared. »

Question. Suppose that those persons who are now under disabilities were relieved,

what, in your opinion, Avould be the effect ?

Answer. I thiuk it would have a happy eft'ect.

Question. Why hapjiy, if you now have jieace, quiet, and security without any such
measure ?

Answer. When I say we have peace and security I do not mean to say that the people
are satisfied with not being able to select freely their own officers. We may have
peace and securitj-, while a large portion of the peo])le are disfranchised. Would you
infer that because of the existing disfranchisement we have peace ?

Question. Not at all.

Ansicer. Your question is suggestive of that. These men who are disfranchised have
fiiends in the community ; they are able men and men of influence ; men who are con-
sulted with.

Question. You think that if they were relieved they would probably be elected to

office, and have the control of affairs jilaced in their hands ?

Answer. Those who are qualified would be apt to be chosen to office, as they were be-
fore. They ought to occupy office, because they are the best qualified men.

Question. Other men fill tlio offices now?
Anstcer. Very indifferently, a great many of them.
Question. But still, under their administratiou, you have peace and perfect security

of person and property ?

Answer. We have, despite their inefficiency ; but there is not satisfaction by any
means in the community.

Question. I suppose not, to the men who are under disability, and their friends.

Answer. Almost everybody is th(i friend of the men who are disfranchised. I am not
satisfied with the present condition of things, and I am not laboring under disabilities.

Question. Did you mean to say tliat your county commissioners of higliways before
the war took an oath to suxqiort the Constitution of the United States 1

Answer. Yes, sir ; and constables, too.

Question. Constables did, I know.
Answer. The commissioner of highways is a higlicr office than constable.

Question. And you say that the great majority of th(> men of ability (I think you said

all, but I suppose you did not mean it) are under disability in your sectiou of the
country ?

Answer. Most of them.
Question. No man is under disability unless he held office before the war ?

Answer. Well, almost every man who has reached middle age has held an office of some
kind at some time in his life. Tiiere are young men there who di<l not hold officii.

Question. You said a large majority of your people were Union men before au<l during
the war ?

Answer. The large majority of them were Union men before the war; and as to the

peoiile of North Alabama gener.illy (I .am not speaking particularly of my own county)
I think that a large majoritj- of them never did any act hostile to the Union unless

they were forced to do it.
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Question. If they maintained their loyalty to the Government how came they to be

""""jSicer-Vhere was such a thing as being forced or pressed into t^f ^id of the rebel-

lion. I was a Union man all the way through ; but I do not undertake, to say that it

I had remained in the South during the war I would not have committed so^f^acts

which would have been regarded, and properly regarded, as disloyal. But I would not

^avThlre : when our flag came down I went away. Diuing the war I was not under

that sort of pressure to which those who remained there were subjected. 1 would not

allow myself to be put under that pressure. No one can say that he would not have

been obli'^ed under those circumstances to aid the rebellion in some way.

Oucsdon. Yon think that many men who are now under disability were really loyal

men at heart during the war, but were constrained by circumstances to do acts tena-

in'T to aid the rebellion ?
i • ^ i

Answer Yes, sir. Take the men of the middle class—the men whose interests were

alwavs in the line of iieace—who were not politically ambitious. I think the war was

made by the politicians of the South. I do not believe the masses ever went went into

it heartily. The recognition of leadership was carried to a nmch greater extent there

than I have seen it cai-ried in any other portion of the country. The men whom the

southern people sent to Congress were continued in service lor years; their opinions

A^-ere regarded as of great weight. People would ask "What does our Eepreseutative

or our SVnatOr think Sbout this ? " and then they would follow him. In my opinion the

southern people were led into the rebellion more by this habit of loUowiug leaders

than bv anV hearty concuiTeuce in the disunion movement.
,. , .,.^. ^

Qucsihn/Thvu you think that a great many men who are under disiibilities t^ere

loj^il at heart during the war, but were constrained by circumstances to become im-

plicated in the rebellion f . ^ ,, r j * „„^
Ansu-cr. Yes, sir. Their sons, for instance, may have gone into the confederate ser-

vice, were perhans conscripted ;
and they helped th«ym.

., „„ +t,„^
Question. Bo not men of that class especially feel that a great wrong-^was done them

bv being placed under disabilities by the Government after the close of the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir, they do. I think that the disfranchisement of such men was the

most impolitic thing the Government could have done ; I mean m the interests ot peace

and contentment, without reference to party.
x. e ^^

fluestion. In order to be under disalnlities a man must have held some office before

the war. Now were not the worst and most violent of the secessionists and war men

among those who were not under disabilities at all, because they had held no office

before the war ?

J )i«j(Tr. Yes, .sir, that is so in some instances. .

Question. Is not that a great cause of complaint among the men who were Union men

before the war, and as fa? as possible during the war-that they are under disabilities,

while men who were active secessionists are not? ^ ^, . .
i i « i„ ^-^.^u no

4nswer. I have not heard that suggested. I do not think anybody finds ^ault 1)e

cause other men are not under disabilities. The complamt with the PJ^Pj^
^^^ ^J*

those to whom they are attached are not relieved of their disabilities. I think the gen-

eral opinion there is that all should be relieved.

Ouestion. Do not the colored men themselves favor a general amnesty

.

A mm: I am inclined to think they do. The colored people are very much d,spo.sed

to favor hose who they think are their old friends. I think they look upon the south-

• ern whites as their old friends ; for really those are the men to whom they go ^Ahen

th(^-v are hun"ry, and naked, and sick.
_ , . ^, . -, t

OnestioH. The negroes then manifest liberality of sentiment m this regard?

J^ns m- I think they do when left to themselves. I cannot say advisedly of course,

that such is their opinion ; but it is the impression made on my mind as to the disposi-

'"q,:'.^";' Do^'ofi Sic that the passage of a general amnesty bill ^^y
Congress would

produce a hav.pv eflect upon the public sentiment, and make the people l.ettei ^at shet f

^
j'"!^^ir I think so; I have not a doubt about it; it is a question upon which I do

n:S; Do^';;S'^Jt'^S?raihcr strongly in regard to Judp Busteed's P-oecjlin^

in court ? Do you mean to say he would actually order a chew ot tobacco out of a

"'y£.lTrA man would be told that he must not spit or chew in the court-room

Q^eshon. And I understand you to say that he would not allow a man to sit in a

chair in any other than an upright posture ?

4nswer. A man would not be allowed to recline upon auother chau. But that niat-

ter is ot\^ry important ; I do not know that it has anything to do with the ku-Klux.

was merelfsayiig that Judge Busteed, coming dow^ii there a perfect stranger, assumed

jodidal aii-s which 1 do not think the chief justice of Vermont would assun.e.

Question. Is Judge Busteed especially stringent in the enforcement of the la^sl

Ansivei: I presume he is, so far as he understands them.
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Question. Is he stringent iu the enforcement of the criminal Law ?

A>isiccr. He is so far as I know. I liave nothing to do ivith his court ; I am no law-
yer ; I am a farmer ; I want that to be understood.

Question. If this Ku-Klux organization was formed for the purpose of making the
negroes more quiet and peaceable, and preventing any collision between them and the
white race, is it not your opinion that it was very badly conceived '?

Ansua: I never did and never can approve of lawless, iri'esponsible bands of men:
I never can justify them under any circumstances. If there were an utter incapacity
on the part of men in position to maintain order and conserve the iniblic peace, there
might be some justification for regulating things by imiirovising volunteer bodies of
men.

Question. But such a state of things does not exist in your country now?
Answer. Not now.
Question. When the reports of these outrages, such as taking colored men from their

houses at night, and whipping them, are circulated among the colored people, are they
not calculated to make them more turbulent—to make them unfriendly towards the
whites, and more likely to commit violations of the public j)eace ?

Answer. I do not know but that it would be so, if it were the common practice. I

think that where one colored man is actually taken out in that way without any rea-

son, there are probably ten taken out on account of some oifense, real or imputed, com-
mitted by them, which has made them obnoxious, and subjected them to that sort of
treatment. Of course, with the debris of slavery, thei'e remains something of the old
notion that whipping a negro will sometimes avail wheu other things will not. I

would infer that those things are simply relics of the former practices in slave times.

Of course, everything of that kind is growing less every day.
Question. You have very little personal acquaintance with the condition of things in

Alabama outside of your district ?

Answer: Very little, indeed. I am a home man. I confine myself generally to the
duties of my i)osition and business. I have never been in Montgomery but once, and
then I was a member of the convention of 1865.

Question. Was there not a judicial investigation of some notoriety that took place in
regard to that Paytona affair ?

Ansiver. The judge sat for some days, I understand, with attorneys on both sides. I

was not in that section of the country at that time.
Question. Did you give any attention to the progress of that investigation?
Answer. I did not. At that time I was iu the State of New York, iv^ my old home.
Question. Do you kuow whether one of the order of Ku-Klux made a confession upon

that trial, and disclosed the organization iu the State 1

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You have not read the testimony ?

Answer. No, sir, I have not seen it at all.

Questivn. Do you know anything about the condition of Sumter County, Alabama ?

Answer. No, sir. Samuel Hale, a republican, a brother of John P. Hale, of New
Hamjishirc, wrote from Livingston, the county seat of Sumter, a letter to a gentleman
in New Hampshire. That letter, I am informed, is a most truthful ])ortrayal of the
existing condition of things and the inducing causes. So far as I am atlvised of his

views, I concur in them fully. I wish he could be examined here. t\>r I believe from
all I have heard of him that he is a very honest, intelligent man, and he has lived

more than thirty years in that section. He is a man who sjieaks advisedly and honestly,

and he has ntme of the old-fashioned southern prejudices.
Question. Have you observed the public prints in your State, and the course they

have pursued in treating of these Ku-Klux outrages in various parts of the State?
Answer. I only take the newspajiers of my district, though I see perhaps oiu' or two

others ; and, so far as I have observed, those newsiiapers have condemned these outrages
very distinctly and emphatically.

Question. Have they put forward any apologies or excuses for them ?

Answer. Not that I have seen—not recently, at any rate.

Question. Have they not generally denied the existence of these outrages?
Answer. No, sir; so far as my observation goes they have not. All the papers 1 am

in the habit of looking at have generally published cases of outrage wheu they have
occurred. I am not speaking of Ku-Klux outrages iiarticularly, where men go in

disguise.

Question. I speak especially of that class of outrages.
Ansicer. I do not know about them. I must confess I have not seen or heard of Ku-

Klux outrages recently in luy district; nor has my attention been called to them by
anything published iu the papers that I take. I of course read more closely tho
papers of my district than any others.

Question. You have not then seen any disposition manifested by the public prints to
make excu.ses and ajjologics for these outrages ?

Ansiee): Not recently, ily impression is that some three or four years ago there was
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a aispositioii, not to wink at these things, but to treat them as a matter of levity. It

strikes me us a very improper subject on which to display levity. A man may smile

at a practical joke, but I do not see how any one can treat as a matter ot levity outrages

committed by lawless bands.
, . x, ^ 1.^1 n-

Question. Have you ever seen these outrages treated m that way by the republican

papers. Have they not made a serious matter of them, making no apologies tor them,

but denouncing them from the start ?
, , -, i xi, t

Answer Well, I have not observed them ; I suppose they have denounced them. M
what I ha\-e said I have only given my impression. I do not state that the democratic

papers have justified them in any case, but they may sometimes have treated them

with levity.

O«e.s/io«. And offered apologies and excuses for them •?

Anstcer. I do not know as to that ; they may have done it
;
perhaps they did, m

some instances ; but it has not been by any means general, latterly.

Qittstion. Have you noticed in the republican papers any such levity, apologies, or

excuses ? Did they not make it a serious matter, and denounce it irom the sttirc !

Ansiver. I do not'^know that I have ever seen more than one or two republican papers

in my State. The Huutsville Advocate, a repubUcan paper, condemned them uni-

^^Ques'tion. Did you ever see them excused or treated with levity in republican papers?

Answer. O, no': and I have never seen any apologies or excuses in other papers 1

have only a general impression that in some cases they have been laughed at or treated

with levity—not treated properly.
. , •

i ^i 1

Question. Have you noticed any difference between the manner m which the repub-

lican papers jiave treated these outrages and the manner in which the democratic

papers have treated them ?

AnHii-er. Formerly I did, I think.

Question. You did notice a difference ? ,.,,,, -,

Answer. That is my impression. Well, the Huntsville Advocate has denounced

them, and the Democrat did the same.

Question. How can vou account for this difference, upon a party hue, as to the

manner in which the papers of vour State have treated these outrages /

Answer. I do not account for it, except in this way : I suppose the manner m which

the outrages were treated depended somewhat on the nature ot the outrages, and the

persons uvton whom they were committed. The outrages were very apt to be com-

mitted by white men. I'am not speaking of anything like murder, any severe or ter-

rible outrage, but the lighter outrages.

0?(c.'>-/ioH.' You mean such as scourgings?
^^ x- 1

Answer. I cannot speak positively, but I do not know that my attention has ever

been called to a particular c:iso of scourging. I have heard of cases where horses

whose owuers were offensive have had their tails cropped.

0«€.s<iO/i. Horses belonging to republicans ?

Ansicer. 1 suppose so; I do not know that I ever heard of any other. Yes, I did

hear of another case, about the same time, where the owner of the horse was a demo-

Question. Was that case afterward ?

.iH.sjm. About the same time. 1 have only heard of it.

Ouestion If vou observed a difference in the treatment of these outrages in the

editorials of the newspapers, which of course have a great effect in manutacturmg

and directing public opinion, and if that difference was one of party lines, did it not

occiu- to yon that there might be some political aspect in the whole thing I

Answer. I do not know ; 1 cannot say that I have seen a dillerence among the papers

which I have read. While the Ku-Klux organization was m existence, and it being

assumed it was a political band, it would be very natural lor men conducting demo-

cratic papers, especiallv those not controlled by the most enlarged views to smile and

say, " Served them right," or something of that sort ; and the reverse would be the case

with the papers on the other side.

Ouestion. You do not mean to say that your democratic editors are of that class ot

men who would treat with levity outrages upon tbe persons or property (u citizens ?

Answer. I am not speaking of outrages of a serious character. The truth is, my
observation has not reached tbe cases which probably have been brought to your iiotice,

or very few of them. 1 never saw a black man who had been visited and whipped.

I do not know one anywhere in my neighborhood.
_ .

Quesiion. If these bands of men in disguise go at night whipping and otherwise out-

raging people, and now and then commit a murder, it is certainly your beliet that they

ouiiht to be suppressed '? , ., n^ • j. ^ ca J.^

inswer Certaiiilv ; and that they ought to be suppressed by efQcient law, efficiently

administered. I think there would be in any properly-administered State government

the efficiency needed to suppress them.
. . , • ^v c^ * <^ ^ ai„

Question. Have y<ni ever heard of a man's being convicted m the State courts of Ala-

bama for the perpetration of a Ku-Klux outrage'/
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Ansiver. I do not think I have ever heard of anybody being convicted for any Ku-Khix
outrage.

Question. You have not heard of any man being convicted for putting on a disguise

and trespassing upon the person or property of another in the State of Alabama ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. But such things have taken phice, without doubt?
Anmcer. Such things have taken jjhice there notoriouslj' ; but not recently, as I am

advised.
(Question. Has not the recent act of Congress, passed for the purpose of suppressing

such things in Alabama and in other States, where ijerhaps they are more prevalent,
been denounced in your State?

Answer. 1 do not think the present act of Congress, so far as Alabama is concerned, is

going to change our condition at all.

Question. But have not yoar newspapers denounced the act ?

Answer. Oh, yes.

Question. Is there generally any difference as to the manner in which the republican
and the democratic papers speak of that act ?

Answer. The democratic papers do not approve of it. I do not approve of it myself.

If I had an opjiortunity to express myself, I should be apt to denounce it.

Question. The democratic papers denounce it?

Answer. I sujipose so. At the same time I have felt as little concern about that law
as almost anybody, because we have been under just that sort of pressure for a num-
ber of years past.

Question. But the democratic papers denounce the law, while the republican j)apers

sustain it ?

Answer. I reckon so. They are very apt to follow the behests of their leaders and
rulers.

By Mr. Cocrnx

:

Question. You spoke about your disarming some Ku-Klux?
Answer. I did not speak of having disarmed Ku-Klux ; but when it was intimated to me

that pi'obably I would be advised by some of these men that mj' wife must stop teach-
ing our negroes, I said that before I would allow that sort ofthing—before I would tolerate

such a trespass upon my rights of domicile or family—I would, at the jieril of my life,

pull the masks from the faces of such men if they should come. It was one way of
expressing my determination to resist anything of that sort.

Question. You did not, then, disarm any Ku-Klus ?

jlnswer. Oh, no; they never came near me. I spoke of disarming some negroes who,
one Suiulay, got into a quarrel and threatened one another very seriously.

Question. In relation to Mr. Lakin's testimony, I want to ask you whether you read
the testimony as reported by the regular reporter of the committee, or merely a news-
paper report

»

Answer. I Avas referring to the abstract which has been printed in the newspapers.
It has not been contradicted.

Question. Did I understand you to contradict generally Mr. Lakin's statements as given
in that abstract, or merely to refer to your impressions?

Answer. I only referred to his own statements contradicting what he had said liere

—

his statements to a number of persons in Huntsville.

Question. In what paper was the abstract to which you refer published ?

Ansiver. All the papers, I believe. I think I saw it in the Nashville Banner; audi
do not know but that it was copied into the Huntsville pai^ers. Perhaps I saw it also

in the Cincinnati Commercial.
Question. Was the statciment the same in all the p.apcrs?

Answer. It was the Associated Press telegraphic report. That is my recollection of it.

Question. You said that Mr. Lakiu was an intermeddler, doing often'sive things. Now,
what are we to und(!rstand by " intermeddling?"

Answer. I mentioned as an illustration the case of the colored minister Hamer, who
came to Alabama to organize his church. I have been told that it was Mr. Lakin's
inliuence that compelleel him to leave ; that he went away in consequence of intimida-
tion and threats.

Question. When Mr. Hamer went there, to what place did he go ?

Answer. To Huntsville. The colored people had held church in a building there. It

may have l)een that the congregation all went over under the seductive eloquence
ofMr. Lakin; but at any rate the organization was disbanded ; the southern colored

church there was broken up by his inliuence, and the building taken possession of.

Question. Was there any violence done?
Answer. Hamer was threatened with violence, as I was informed. I do not state any-

thing about the matter frimi personal knowledge.
Question. You said you were at a four days' meeting held by Mr. Lakin.
Anxwer. I did not say I was there. I said he held a four days' meeting in a part ol

iny district.
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OHfisifion. Aufl you were there?

Ansiver. I could bear them singini^ ami preaching

QHes/to/i. From your residence'/

./)?s?/!rt- No • from where I was sojourning.
j. „„;.,„

^i;eX« Did you say you spoke tl some Ku-Kkix or . omc boys who were threatening

*'l;j;m"TStid'^ot threaten to Ku-Khix anybody. I had heard thei-e had beeu

some K i-Kluxi^ig, some whipping, either of white n.eu who lived m concubinage wth

black womS;, orUce versa. 1 did' not know whether these 1-7^
Y.^^^^.'^Ue Kn Klux-

were vouno- fellows and pretty wild, such material as I inferred made u)) the Ka-Klux

SLyva^myrate. I said I hoped nothing of that kind would occur, borne stones

lj*oSM?.Lakin had preceded his coming ^heie, and I said I hoped nothing of that

kind would ever occur.

Quention. How many .of those young men were there i

Aimver. Half a dozen, or two or three, just as I casually met ihem.

Diifafinn Did vou say this at different times? -,,,, „i,

^ sm No sir; just once, perhaps. I know that I must have niade that remark

because my competitor stopped me in one of my speeches, and wanted to know it I Ikk

saw that I hoped thev would not Ku-Klux him till he got out o the county. I nevei

had St tecl any such thing. If auybodv had threatened to Ku-Klux him, I would hav

told them uot\o do it ; I would not have perty itted it under any circumstances.

*'gVel/"^. You obliged t{> vote at
^^.^-f ^-^^-^iwlirdo o^

"
xrotPfl It the front door : did you want to vote at the iroiit door, or tr> to do so ;

Sl;'er I drno und'ertakl to vote at the front window ; I saw that the black men s

votes were being received there, and I was told that my vote would be received at the

nth^r ulace • so I put my vote in at the back window.
^i i 7S o». Was it^not jiTst as convenient for you to vote there as at any other place ?

Sr No, sir; I had to go behind the house, as it were, in order to vote tueie.

Ouestion. What was the inconvenience ot going round ?
i ,- t +K,,,,„.h+

Answer The inconvenience was that it was a discrimination very largely, as I thought,

In faJor of my ''colored brethren," and obliging me to go further around than I wanted

bo eo iust at that time.

Question. How far was it back to where you voted?
,nulPr.tind there was

Answer. Well, the distance was not so important ; but you will uuderstand t'^eie was

a discrimination made, and the colored man was allowed greaer privileges than the

wliito • it was a fi'eer suffrage to him iu one sense than it was to us.

^^te^iiL Do you m?an to^say that the colored men voted at one poll ^d the white

""i^SerNo'sir ; they both voted at the same poll, but the receptacle for the black

men's votes was the f/ont window, while the white men's votes were received at the

back window. „ -, a.. ca 9
Oiirifin)) Were there two sets of election officers ?

. , xi i. a

Si4' No ir rthe sheriff in charge of the election, I believe, received the votes and

LanlS ii.ern'to tiie inspector. He cSuld receive a vote at one window, and then turn

round and go to the other window.
n-jf-ilioii Walkino- clear across the house';

jS'i""ln rfe country precinct, the people do not v:- very rapidly. I do not

think that more than hfty or sixty votes were received there.

Ouestion. This was not at a court-house ^
^ ^

ivsirer No • it was at a shed addition to a country store.

o!<'S;< You saTd, I believe, that the people at the North would not tolerate for a

i.ininpnt locil ofhccrs sucli as vou have down there :

Ts»4 i sixkl that they would not tolerate such persons as, with rare exceptions, were

r.lio«on ir that election by the failure of the white people to vote. ^ , , ^

i;S«oi. Do you t?dnk they would resist by violence the action of ofBcers of that

^'Amicer I believe that in the county of Ontario, New York, they would not tolerate

at all such offiJ^Ts^as we have had ;
a'sheriff, for instance, who could not make a return

'^;S?<^I"Do14n;'t£nk the people of the North would resist violently the action of

''"lis'!^*^*'?think that such an offfcer as that sheriff would be turned out in someway

I have ^very gi^^^^^ of you, sir, and I rather incline to thmk that you would re-

'' oS,i:' Ylu'sald'Smething about promises of mules and lands by the republicans

D( the de nociats always tell the truth when they are making political speeches ?

2mm' K ymi ?ut tliat to me personally, I will say that, so far as they are repre-

''
(£*£.'T:io''n^ mean to put the question personally, of course

Ser No ; I think democrats are ialUble ; I think they do make imstakes.
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^iZt vHu,Ztit7 l^^^^^^^
'-^"^^ itwas'uot altogether

L(l tT up tbe SiV S. f^
^'''"

'^'«r'?"'"^^^
iii y»"r legislation agaiust the South,

section." wU w ^n'"'? f'
^'^''^ ^^'"^ «»""ot be bought as they can in other

What was that^foi ^^rv\f''^i^if ^f-!r-
'^'' ^""'"'^ '^^ rest'!-iction of eighty acres f

which L™.f,V.^r;i..?^^^ '^"'V ^.H^"'!'-'^
"''""<^ •'"* "^ '^ ^^^'y elaborate article, in

(i>ueshon . When did he say that '?

Standard:
^""'^ ^''''*

^
'"'"^ ^* P^^Wished over his signature in the Anti-Slavery

SSlr"" T^VTo^''"^!^ ^^'*\'' ^^"^ ^^"^^^^ "^ y«"" «<'^««° »f tlie country ?

effectively
^''"'^ '""'^ "•" '""^" °^ *^« ^«^"^^« ^^' ™«- I ^"ead it pretty

stiS^u^Z^S^l ^^^' ^"^ ^^^* - -^^-^ ^'^^ ^"-Kl- -ore virulent, or in

Answer. X„
;
I think the black man is behaving himself now very well

Qiicstio,, \ on said something about a Colonel Shirk, of Peru ^

thf'Tl7'. ""r^ 'Of"tioned his name from recollection. There was a Captain Shirk in

srr-iS^;^- ^^i^tr^i^viSt^f ^^^^ ^^'^ ^^ ^^^^ ^

Qiiesttoti. Did he profess to know Mr. Lakin *?

Amivcr. Yes, sir, I believe he did. He did not to me, for I never saw the manQitestiou. Do you know how long he was there ?
Answer. No, sir.

^JHC's^oH. You said something about a Mr. Van Valkenbur^ ?Answer. He is my informant. °

Question. Was he from Peru ?

^«*im-. No, sir
; I do not know but he mav be from Indiana.

Question. Is not the town of Peru in Indiana ?

Ansiver. I think it is in Illinois. .

Question. There is a Peru in Indiana.
Answer. I did not know it.

Question. I think Mr. Lakin said he was from Peru, Indiana.
Ansu-er. A\ ell, I may be mistaken upon that point
Qwcs^iOH. Where is Mr. Van Valkenburo- now ?

Answer. In Huntsville. His name is John Van Vallveuburg.
(/Hfs/fOH. What did he say ?

"'i'o-

J /(.s((<r. 1 think that his mission was verv nmeli 7nivf>f1 T /i^ „«*. „^ u

J)«es<(o». Y,)u spoke about southern men not fraternizing or a.s.sociatin- on terms of80C al equality with men who associate freely with the colored people ?"J««i«r. W ho associate as e.pials with the colore.l people sociillv

Jkhx'n?-
'''"' ""* ''''''^'" ""'^^ "^•-'" •^«^'" thoru^een the'^'fathers of colored

Answer. I have heard of that frecpiently.

faS'of'-edoiSuKcSL*^""
"^'"'^^*^' ^''^^'^"^' ^^-^^^^ --^ -ho have become the

Answer. I do not know that they do. That is a different thing. The man who does
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that commits an oftense admittedly and against bis own standards of morality ; lio does
not assert that the thing is jn'oper ; it is done by stealth.

Question. Has such a thing jiiit men under the ban, socially, in your region ?

Answer. Oh, no ; North or South it has not done that, so far as I have heard.
Question. Is it not a fact, and has it not been a fact, that many of the most influential

and respectable men in the South are reputed to be the fathers"of colored children '/

Answer. I think that imputation is a great deal broader than justice or truth would
warrant. I know that it is imputed to them. Tlierc are cases, very likely, of young
men who at indiscreet ages have committed such acts ; and, of course, there are
instances of men who are lax in that respect all through life.

Question. You think it is a fact that such men have become fathers of colored children ?

Answer. I think that white men down there are the fathers of children by colored
women.

Question. Respectable men—men of influence?
Answer. Yes, sir ; but it has not been practically avowed and justified ; it is not done

in i)ursuance of an accepted theory.
Question. I am merely inquiring as to the test of respectability in that community.

You said it was disreputable there for a man to associate with negroes.
Answer. I said that the southern people never could be expected to extend social

equality to men who come down there and have colored men and women at their
tables.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. As to northern men who go down South on visits, are they not as lax with
the colored women as southerners ?

Answer. I reckon so.

By Mr. Coburx :

Question. Do white men who have such intercourse with colored women lose their
respectability ?

Answei: There is such a thing as being respectable in theory and yet committing
sin. There is such a thing (and I know you will agree with me perfectly) as offending
in act, yet beiug right in theory. I, for one, say a man who is sound in theory is more
to be trusted than a man who simply happens not to sin, but has no correct theories of
right. I want a man to have right theories, even if he has not right practices.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. I want you to give us some idea of the rate of taxation in yovu- State as

comi>ared with what it formerly was.
Answer. On that subject I desire to refer to information which I have here from an

authentic source, and which I know to be correct, because it has been verified by my
exaniinatiou. In 1858 the total State tax of Madison County, (the county in which I

live,) from all sources, was .§23,417 63. In 1870 the total State tax of Madison County
was not less than $65,000, made up as follows :

Tax on real estate $51,445 30
Tax on personal i^roperty 8,471 75
Tax on licenses, j)olis, insurance, &c., estimated at 5,082 95

The estimate of taxes for polls, insurance, «S:c., is a low one, and the probability is

that the aggregate will in fact fall but little below $70,000. The total State tax ou
laud in Madison County in 1858 was $7,213 10 ; in 1870, it was $51,445 30—a difference
of $44,232 20. In other words, the total tax paid on land iu our county in 1870 was
more than seven times what it was iu 1858. And before the war we had over thirteen
thousand slaves in the county, worth not less than $8,000,000—a sum fully equal to the
value of all the taxable property now in the county. My taxes last year were three
times as great as the year previous ; in other words, they were trebled—I will not say
within oue year, but Avithiu two years.

(Question. Has there been a similar increase, as a rule, iu all the counties of your
State ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my impression. This great increase of taxation is the com
mon complaint. But the taxes now, I mn iuformed, are less.

Question. Since the new State governmeut has been elected?
Answer. Yes, sir; so I understood.
Question. You have enumerated simply the State tax in your county. What is the

county tax ; has that been increased in a similar proportion?
Answer. It is very large ; I have not a statement of that. Men from Montgomery

would be much better informed ux)on this subject of taxation than myself.
Question. As you are a tax-payer there you nuist know something about the rate of

taxation for county purposes—whether it has increased in the same propoilion.
Answer. The county taxes have increased very uuich ; but I do uot know whether the

increase has been in the same propoi'tiou.
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By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Quextion. Has this increased taxation in your State furnished iu any form the occa-
sion for any acts of violence ?

Ansiver. Well, it is among the causes of complaint. It might be associated with acts
of violence. I have never heard acts of violence attributed to that cause.

Quesiio7i. In any case of the unlawful violation of person or property in your State,
has the excuse for it, so far as you know, been the increase of taxation ?

Anarver. I have never heard of it.

Washington, D. C, July 17, 1871.

WILLIAM H. FORNEY sworn and examined.

The Chairman', (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been called by you, Mr. Blair,

you yrill please commence his examination.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. State where you reside, how long you have resided there, and any official

positJ(m which you may occupy at/the present time.

Answer. I am from Alabama, the town of Jacksonville, in the county of Calhoun; I

have resided therefor over thirty-tive years. I do not hold any official position at this

time, but I am engaged in the practice of the law, and practice in live or six counties.
Question. In that circuit ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I practice in all in that circuit and one county more.
QuesiioH. Among the objects that this committee has in view, one is to ascertain as

far as possible the condition of affairs in the Southern States in respect to the ju'otec-

tion and security of life and property, and the eutorcement of the laws generally.
Please to state as far as you have any information or knowledge upon that snl)ject.

Ansiccr. As I have stated, I am frequently in some live or six counties, .'uhI attend
the courts regularly. I am satisfied that any person who visits that, country is safe iu

his person, and that the law is rigidly enforced there : I might say that all are safe iu
their persons and property.

Question. What are those counties in wliich you practice?
Answer. Cleburne, Calhoun, Cherokee, Etowah, and St. Clair in my circuit ; and then

I practice in De KalVi and Talladega, but not po much as iu these other counties; these
are the counties com]»08ing the twelfth judicial circuit.

Question. Is there any secret organization of disguised persons whose purpose is to
resist the law ?

Answer. Tlwre is no organization there to resist the law. In my county bands of
disguised men liave ajijicared on several occasions, in numbers ranging from livi? or six
to probably as high as lil'ty ; they appear in disguise : but 1 do not believe that they
are organized for the purpose of resisting the law ; it is merely to take the, law in their
own hands, and chastise jjarties; it is more in the nature of a patrol. With the excep-
tion of one case, I never knew them to do anything outside of wliipping i)arties ; and
those that they whipped were offensive to the; people Irom the fact that they regarded
them as drones in society, and thieves, rascals. ])ersons who paid no atttititiou to or took
lui interest in the care of their families

;
persons who visited bawily houses, and rather

kept that kind of people. Those places have been visited and the people chastised.
Negroes who made their living entirely by thieving liave frequently been wiiipped.
This organization does not -seem to pay any respect to persons. Wherever a man of that
character appears, whether white or black, they would whip him ; but they do nothing
more than to Avhip him.

Question. It had no political consequence?
Anstcer. None in the world. The last one they gave an order to was a democrat. I

do not think the parties who compose the organization know much about politics, and
they do not care much about politics. I do not think the jjolitician.s of the country
have anything to do with it; leading politicians of the country are ojiposed to it.

Question. We have had here the testimony of Mr. Parsons in reference to a case of
violence that occurred in Calhoun, at Cross Pfains: ihe occurrence took place in 1870,
and there was subsetpiently an inquiry by one of the judges of the State?

Answer. Yes, sir, that is the one I alluded to as the exceptional case where there was
violence done.

Question. I wish Von would give us an account of that case, and what connection
you had with it.

Answer. I was an attorney for some eight or ten young men who were arrested upon
a warrant issued !»y .ludge Peters. .Jnrlgi> Peters was selected by the governor of the
State to investigate that matter thoroughly ; he is one of the jissoeiate justices of the
Bupreme court. The justices of the supreme court have jurisdiction all over the entire
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State; the circuit judges have jurisdiction only in their respective circuits. It was
tlioaght necessary to have a judge whose jjirisdiction extended over the State, in order
to bring up witnesses from any portion of the State. That was the excuse given for

selecting a judge of the supreme court. The investigation commenced in August, and
lasted two months ; diu-ing that investigation I suppose oue hundred and twenty or
one hundred and thirty witnesses were examined, and at least seven hundred or eight
hundred foolscap pages of testimony were written down. Governor Parsons repre-
sented the State ; he is regarded as one of the hrst lawyers in the State. I was there
present all the time. The evidence tended to establish this fact, that on the 10th of
July

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:)

Question. lu what year?
Answer. The evening of the 10th of July, 1870; a difficulty occurred between a young

white man, who is about seventeen years of age, of the name of Patrick Craig, and a
negro boy, about some trivial boyish matter ; they got into a difficulty aud had a tight.

There were a great many white persons and colored persons around, but no one partici-
pated in the fight. About the time it was all over the southern train came up, aud
the firemen on the southern train, black men, made some demonstration to take part in
the fight. That was resisted by the white men around there, but nothing grew out of
it. It was a small matter, nothing serious ; I do not suppose the white boy or the
negro was very seriously injured ; thej^ got up near a wood-pile and threw some billets

of wood at each other. No oue paid any attention to it. The boy ran off towards
Paytona ; that is a depot of the Selma Eailroad, and is about three-quarters of a mile
from Cross Plains. At Paytona there is a large number of employes belonging to rhe
railroad, mostly negroes. I suppose there would be one hundred and fiity negroes
there, probably of all ages and sexes, and perhaps fifty men. Nothing more was
thought about the matter until about 9 o'clock at night. There is a negro there by
the name of Oliver Duke, who was regarded in that country as a democratic negro,
and not very popular with his color on that account. Near the village of Cross Plains
is a little place called Tobetown, but really a part of the town ; it takes its name liom
the chief negro who lives tliere. I suppose there are five or six cabins there, all occu-
pied by colored people. This Oliver Duke came from that place, very much fright-

ened; he met a daguerreau artist there, who was out hunting for his family phy-
sician, and said to him that he had seen a number of armed negroes in Tobetown,
and he was satisfied they were bent on devilment, that they intended to do some mis-
chief that night. He then went on to the hotel where he was staying, and told the
same to his employer. This daguerreau artist went to the church and communicated
it to some persons outside there. As soon as the congregation was dismissed, of course
it was rumored around that the negroes had congregated in Tobetown, with a view
of making an assault. The women became very much frightened, aud a great many
of them remained in church ; some few started on home, not believing there was any-
thing in it. This boy, Patrick Craig, who had had the difficulty the evening before,

in company with two boys of the name of Keith, and another friend, took a back alley
that goes to the house of Mrs. Keith, and there they found a shot-gun aud two or three
pistols, and with them came out into the street. About the time they got into the
mi^ldle of the street, the congregation from, the church was passing along, but there
were no negroes then in sight. In a moment eight or ten or fifteen negro men came
out from behind a blacksmith's shop, aud a negro called out, ' Here they are," and
fired his pistol into the crowd. Then another one fired, the wadding falling among
the women; there were men, women, and children going along together. Of course,
there was a pauic then. Oue of the boys hallooecl out, " Charge them," and rushed
through the crowd of church-going people and fired his pistol. From that they had a
skirmish ; I suppose there were twenty or thirty shots fired. The negroes retreated
aud went in the direction of Paytona. After getting about two hundred or three
hundred yards they rallied, got into a i)arley, and discussed whether they should
return. They were rather boisterous ; some were for returning aud lighting it

out, cursing some of the others for being cowards. After holding a council of war
they resolved to " go down to Paytona and get seventy-five well-armed men "

—

that was the exijressioif the witnesses say they used—" and return, aud whip out
and burn up the damned town." That was said in the presence of a man by the name
of Stevenson ; he was a carpenter, and had the reputation of being au honest and
industrious man. He went to the village, aud there he found the peoide in consider-
able stir, but not armed. Ho announced what the negroes had decided upon, that
they would go to i'aytona, return with seventy-five armed negroes, v/hip out the
town, and burn it up. As soon as that was announced, of course they commenced to

oi'gauize. It was then determined by the people that they would orgaiiiae merely for

defense. After tliat was agreed upon they found there were some twenty live or thirty
congregated, people from difierent parts of the village. The town is named Cross
Plains because of the crossing there of two public roads. Some one said they should
select some old man that would keep the youths of the town from doing auy mischief.
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They called upon an old man by the name of Johnson, who is a merchant there, a very
respectable citizen, probably as much, so as any man in the village. He declined on
account of his age. Finally they succeeded in selecting Major A. D. Bailey, who is the
principal of the male academy there. Bailey agreed to assume command of the force
upon condition that all would obey him. Well,, it was understood that they would,
and that they should act entirely upou the defensive, that they should not leave the
village. He assumed command, and sent out and i^osted his pickets. After remaining
there some length of time and hearing nothing from the enemy, he sent out some scouts

;

they returned and reported all quiet. After the thing had calmed down and become quiet
they sent a party of young men up to Tobetown, to asct^rtaiu who the negroes were
who were in the place. From a negro woman living there they got the names of about
ten who were up there that night. They took a list of tiie names, and about 2 o'clock,

as the northern train was going towards Paytona, Major Bailey thought it best to go
on the train and go down the road, in order that no one of those ten whose names
were on the list should escape. He took eight or ten men, and stationed them along,
and gave them directions to let no one get on the train whose name had been furnished
them. It turned out that no person of any kind attempted to get on the train that
night. After the train left, one of the empln}-(?s, of the attaches, of the railroad, came
to Major Bailey and told him that there was a wounded negro in one of the cabins.

Bailey went there with his friends and found out that the negro had been wouuded
with squirrel shot. The negro finally admitted that he was with the party who had
made the attack on the town there, and Bailey then told him that he must go with
them. It was then getting about 4 o'clock in the morning, I suppose. Bailey told the
negro that he would not be hurt, but they wanted him uj) there, as he was one of the
party that was in the attack ; and, in addition to that, they wanted to get information
as to wlio really were the other persons. Th(? citizens had met and had sent a runner
to Jacksonville, where the sherilf resided, with a request for him to come up in the
morning and have the matter investigated. About the time Bailey was sending off

this wounded negro some of the boys of his party came to him and told him that there
were a number of negroes advancing upon them. He ran out and halted them ; he
could hear the click of their pistols. Bailey announced to them that they must not
advance any further, and they uiade no further attempt to advance. Soon thereafter

two other negroes canu; from another direction ; tht^v were ordered to halt, but before

doing so they clicked their pistols and snapped. A boy by the name of Keith, I think,

shot at them, and liit a negro, who turned out to be a negro by the name of Jacob
Moore. They took him and carried him back to the village, Bailey stopi)ing those who
were approaching and giving orders to his men not to fire, that there must be no
shooting. He brought up the rear, driving his own party ahead, and hallooing

to the negroes near by, some five or six as it was reported, not to come any fur-,

ther. They did so, and there the matter ended. During the night tliey had sent

runners in various directions, asking the people to come in and pi'otect them. One
man had gone I suppose ten or fifteen miles, and by daybreak he had come back with
twenty white men. Runners were sent in other directions, and by suiu'ise the next
n)orning I sui)pose there were from fifty to seventy-five persons from the country who
had come in armed. They believed there had been an attack on the town, ami they
thought it was necessary for them to come in and protect the people. The bailiff of
tlie beat and the justice of the peace were sent for: regular atlidavita and warrants
wore issued. The party there returned to Paytona for the juirpose of arresting the

negroes whoso names had been furnished them. A white boy by the name of Keith
said that then^ was a white man in the crowd, that he thought he had seen him. When
they got to Paytona, as they were passing along by the house of a white man by the
name of William C. Luke, a Canadian, who was teaching school there, this white boy
jioiuted him out as the man that he thought he saw the night previous. Tliey had no
warrant i\iv him, but they told him of the fact, and he .said he was willing to go with
them and have the matter investigated; and he went on to the village; I suppose a
great numy negroes were carried up as witnesses, and some ten or twelve as prisoners.

They had an investigation before Justice Neighbors; a large number of people had con-

gregated to hear it. The investigation ended a little before sundown, and they
adjourned over until the next morning. The sheriff was directed by the justice to get

a sufficient guard to hold the prisoners until next morning. 'Some believed that they
might be rescued from them ; that the negroes would rescue them that night. The
.sheriff sminnoned some eight or ten jtersons for that purpose. About night-fall it was
announced that one of the negroes who was considered as a party engaged in the affair

of the night before, was down at Paytona; and the dei>nfy sheriff orden-d some young
men to go down there and arrest him. In doing so, when they got near Paytona, they
discovered a little negro boy running down to a place called the tank ; they overtook

him and asked him where lie was going ; he said he was going to tell Jim Hughes, the

negro they w(<re after, to leave. They asked him who told him to do that ; and he
haid that William Hall told him so. By that time they came to William Hall's house,

and the white men arrested him.
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Bj' Mr. Blair :

Question. Was Lc a negro ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; a negro. They clelivcred liim to the sheriff, and said, "This is not

one of the party that wn were .sent for, bnt he yave information to Jim Hughes, the

party wo were aff er, to leave, and wo thought he ought to be taken np for doing that ;"

the deputy sheriff .said, " Put him upon the stand with the balance," and they did so.

That night, about 12o'elock, some disguised men came into the town and took off Wil-
liam C. Luke, the three colored men, and William Hall, earned them out some distance

from the town, and huug them. After that, the governor sent Judge Peters to ascer-

tain who the parties were. Governor Smith was there, and General Crawford was
there, with a squadron of cavalry and a company of soldiers, to see that the matter
should be thoroughly investigated.

Question. In this attack by the negroes upon the congregation that came out of the
church was there anything serious ?

Ansirer. No one was hit ; I noticed where I could see some of the shot on the opposite

side of the street from vrhere they were. After examining all sides, both parties, the
impression made upon my mind at the time was that eight or ten negroes had gone up
into that town with a view of getting into a difficulty with Craig and his friends ; that

in passing down the street—it was a bright moonshiny night— they saw Craig and re-

cognized him, and made that reckless assault by firing over the men, women, and
children passing along the street.

Question. Their intention being to attack this boy Craig ?

Answer. To attack him and his accomplices, there is no doubt about that ; and in

doing so, they fired over the people. The impression made upon the citizens of Cross

Plains was that they had fired right into the crowd. I am satisfied they never would
have been luin^ if the people had known it was a mere fight between the colored men
and the white boys. But that day, in the investigation, there were no attorneys there

;

Mr. Luke, the white man, examined the witnesses. The impression was still left upon
the minds of the people, for I know it reached me, that the negroes had made a reckle^ss

assault, a murderous attack, upon white people returning from the chui'ch.

Question. Women and chikken?
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; men, women, and children. And no doubt the persons who were

there that day just resolved that they would take the law in their own hands and hang
them ; they believed that in doing so they were protecting themselves in their persons

and property ; that this Avas an outrage, and it was looked upon as a murderous attack,

uncalled for aud reckless ; and that that kind of conduct should be met in the same
way ; and so they hung them. I do not suiipose that any i:)erson in the village, or, at

least, I will say that nineteen-twentieths of them honestly believed it was an attack

upon the people firomiscuously, and not intended merely for those boys.

Question. In the in'oceeding which was had before one of the judges of the supremo
court, did he make any finding or come to any conclusion in reference to it?

Answer. Yes, sir. We commenced on three or four at first, and by the time we closed

I think they had nine arrested for murder.
Question. Nine citizens of the town ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Most of the persons they arrested were there that night, were pre-

sent when the disguised men carried off these persons ; three or four of them were
guards. Governor Parsons took up the idea that they were pardceps criminis ; ho
thought that all the guards were jX(r/ice/;s criminis. Judge Peters discharged five and
admitted the balance to bail for a very small amount, which was enough to show that

he did not believe that they had anything to do with it. But during this investigation

it was shown that some of them had probablj' whipi^ed negroes; that was really proved
on them ; that they had been seen in disguise, and had chastised some negroes. I never
was able to ascertain whether the judge bound them over, although they drew up the

bond, to answer to the indictment in regard to William C. Luke and others; I think
he bound them over to answer to some of the other charges, for in writing up his

opinion he embraced some eight or nine offenses they had been guilty of. The grand
jury afterwards ignored the bill, except against one man.

Question. Was he ever tried ?

*Answir. No, sir ; he is represented as being in Georgia. There was only one witness

who testified relative to him, and upon inquiry it was found out that he was in the

State of Georgia at the time, and could prove that he was, and thej' made no attempt
to arrest him.

Question. Upon whose testimony wtfs this bill found ?

Answer. This bill was found upon the testimony of Lewis M. Force, who came down
there during the investigation for the purpose, as he said, of getting some troops to

have a man, who had been arrested for a rape upon his daughter, removed from the

county of Cherokee to the county of Calhoun, as they regarded the Calhoun jail as tho

safer one. Being examined, he said that this Georgian, by the name of Johusou, had
told him that he did it. We made inquiries about Force, and found out that he was a
man of no standing ; that he told this great tale upon Johnson, and that he left Georgia

30
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after shooting JolinsoD, had gone into Johnson's town and shot him; Johnson Tvas then
in a dangerous condition. He did not testify against any parties who were ou trial.

By Mr. Beck :

Qimtion. That Force himself had shot Johnson ?
Answer. Yes, sir

; I suppose, as that is mentioned, I had better explain how Force
came to shoot Johnson. Force was anxious to arrest a party bv the name of West,whom he accused of having committed a rape upon his daughter'

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was West a white man?
Ansu-cr. Yes, sir. Force called upon Johnson to assist him ; Johnson represented to

him that he belonged to the Ku-Klux Ivlan, and that he would aid to arrest him if he
would pay him

; Force agreed to pay so much to any person who would arrest thisman West, probably $100 or $150. West,. I think, had been arrested and had escaped,
and he wanted to rearrest him; this is what I learned from Force, and from an investi-
fjation into the matter to see whether the State of Alabama should make a requisition
tor Johnson. .Johnson and Force met several nights; Johnson was to get this man to
a particular jilace, and Force was to be there and seize him. Well, they met on two or
three nights, and of course Johnson did not bring him up, but would always make
some excuse. Finally, Force says that he agreed to join the organization ; he said that
Johnson then told him about the nature of the organization ; that he himself belon"-ed
to It

;
that there was headquarters in Atlanta, with a large number of men in Georgia,

and with headquarters in Alabama : he pretended to sav that they had signs so that
they could recognize each other, but he did not give them ; Force 'agreed to join, and
as Johnson did not have the power to initiate, he was to meet at Alpine, in the State of
Georgia, and take (he oath that was required. Johnson then told him that he must "-o
out on a raid with him

; so they got some sheets to cover themselves with, and went
Gilt on a Ku-Klux raid—I think there were Force, Johnson, and another person—and
whipped two or three negroes in the night, according to Force's statement. Force said
that he got enon^gh of it ; that they had traveled him all around ; that aU had <rot
drunk

;
he was asked how much they drank, and I think he said they got a quart at

three diflerent places ; and that about daybreak they got through with their tramp •

he then said he declined to take their oath; that he went up to Alpine but
never took the oath at all. He afterward, through the assistance of Johnson, I think,
gotonthetrackofthisman West, who had started into the northern portion of Ala-
bama, and West was arrested, brought back, and lodged in jail in Cherokee Countv.
Johnson, I understand, called on Force for Jiis pay, and bv some means or other <rot
possession ot a mule belonging to Force, and went with it to Alpine, in Georgia ; Foreo
lollmved hiiii, (M)Mung up with Johnson at Alpine, shot him dowji in the street with a
double-barreU'd shot-gun, and then loft and came down to Pavtona, where the troops
were, and sa.w Governor Parsons, and told him all that had occurred. Governor Par-
sons then put liim upon the stand as a witness. I noticed him there some two Aveeks,
and had some suspicion that he would ].robably be made a witnesss. I inquired of one
<.f my clients if they had been talking to Force, and one fellow said he had ; I told them
that there was danger in Force, and that they must not talk before him or <^ive him
any excuse to say anything about them. He had some friends to write up in the .section
ot country where loice resided, near Alpine, in Georgia, and we ascertained that hewas a man not entitled to any credit. When he was placed on the stand lie gave no
evidence against our men

;
I never cross-examined him. for I looked upon it as nothing.

I did not be leve at that time that Judge Peters regarded what he said as anythin-

;

because if they had beli<"ved that this man Johnson liad shot one of the ne-roes, as
Porce said he to d him, tiiat he was pn>s..nt, saw t-he men shot and hung, aifd was a
party to it. tlu-y had a squadron of cavalry there, and the governor of Alabama could
easily have ma.le a requisition upon the governor of Georgia, and have Johnson
brought there But there was nothing of that sort done, no one, as I conceived, hav-
ing any con idence in the statement of Force. They sent this squadron of cavalry into
luuidolph County .and brought witnesses from there, while Johnson was not over
thirty miles from there, and the governor of Georgia was within less than ninety
miles and the governor of Alabama was there, and could have made the requisition,and the troops could have enforced it.

QtteKiion. No one gave any credit to Force's statement ?
Anxivcr. I do not think any one did
Qmstiol, I understand you to say that Force testified directly and pointedly to the

fact that Johnson was at Cross Plains at the time of this not, and had himself killed
one ol the negroes.
Jnmrr \rs, sir

;
Force pointedly testified that Johnson told him that he was iiresent

at Cross Plains when Luke and the negroes were hung, and that he gave one of Ihem
a damned good load through the head.' Now, one o.f the negroes was shot. Johnsonhad gotten into a difhculty up there, and came down to Cross Plains on a drunken
epree three days afterward, and of course knew exactly what had been done • and
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Boraebodv viid that lie probably got one of the hats of the negroes, and wont back to

S™r:Sa and 1 df^ talk
°

It was proved before Judge Peters, and Governol•

Sson^aud
"

1 that testimony ^Vas thrown before the grand jury, and Force was

farSd before the g^^nd jury. And I have understood that they found a bdl agamst

him, but I do not know that.

n>ie9tinn Found a bill ajrainst Johnson" ^i • i

jSm- YerSr, upon Force's testimony; but there has neyer been anything done

^'olmiion. Force made disclosures in his testimony, or purported to do so, as to tho

oro-niizntion of the Ku-Klux Klan, did he not?
, , ,, •

SrS Yes, sir I do not recollect all he said ; one thing was that the organization

was to haye something to do with the elections; he said to try and control the elee-

tions: but I am not clear about that. . ,- ., i ,+

9

Question. And he undertook to diyulge the secrets of the orgamzation throughont

AnZcr Yes sir : he undertook to show that there was an organization m the State

of Alabama nn'mberino- thousands, and an organization in the State of Georgia number-

?n- thouS^Kis,^nd that their object was of a political nature, to keep the negro m

"fer^^^fr^^J'pS^eJj^^edW^ the examining judge as to t^charac-

ter of tSs man, or did you content yourself with just ascertamiug his character i

AnslT Force in giying his testimony did not^testify against tho men I represented

;

I was not representi'ig the Ku-Klnx organization, only men who professed to be inno-

cent we were not defending the organization, and he did not give any testimony

Sainst the Sen I represented. I did°not cross-examine him, and did not introduce

aS-?est moi?^ to sho\v what kind of man he was, for I did not conceiye it necessary.

I must confess I saw the investigiftion was rather taking a political turn and I did

noT feel disponed to go into that. We probably would have done so as I belong to the

opposfte sfde but wo did not for a long time; I saw what Governor Parsons was up to;

I discovered that.

S2!r-(^S pJ^^s'SSS^S^ I conceived-of course he wanted to fiml

out who were eu-a-ed in hanging those men, but at the same time he wanted to show

?o th"eNoTththat"therewas atecfet organization down tJ^-^.^-^S ^fi^^^^aS o
control the neo-ro vote, or to prevent them from voting. In other woids, he wantea to

gefup som'e"hhig, as I conceived, for the northern mind to feed on
;

o
f\^^<^!^

to keep up the elcitement. My courts were going on, and the fact is, I did uot na\c

time to "o into it. As an evidence of that, at the end of each week, I proposed that

thTinvesti"ation should stop, and we would enter into a bond for any amount his

honoim?git iidkSefor our appearance at court. Governor Parsons invariably de-

clined, and insisted tliat the investigation should go on.

Ouestion Nobody placed the slightest reliance upon the evidence of this man h oico .

2 Sr'^^ sir lionotthinl^Ju Judge Peters was sent therefor

thrpurpose of Investigating this matter, and bringing to justice the men who had

SmSXrthat out' age. H? was assisted by the sheriff of the county and by Genera

SwtbrcVs troops ; he had a squadron of cavalry and a company of infantry. It he

harbelicved tha^ this man Johnson had been a party to it, why, of cour.se it was hie

d^tv to 2e that the necessary requisition was made upon the governor of Georgia, or

fohafe sent this cS^ and brought Johnson down, for he was not mor.

'^^.S^r^^^'i^J'^'^^'^^^oe implicating any of the persons on trial in

^^Am!^r '^^one in the world,- yes, there was this negro, Oliver Duke, who testi-

fied that he wat in the hotel, and thkt the leader of the Kian was riding a chestuut-

f:rrelhoi5::?th a white face
;
that 1- ^^Vl ''"^b ft^StTasTt He said hi te-

Pnvtona " or something of that sort^ I do not know that that was it. Me sam ne ue

SvSe In who gale that whoop was a man by the name of Estes ;
I do not re-

member his given name ; he was one of the parties on trial.

Oiip^iinn He was one of the parties under arrest i
, , ,, , i. t 'i

SlsuS-Yes : ^ell, we showed that when they returned they went by the hotel nndei

whip and spur.
-, ^ -,

Ouestion That no such scene as the negro descnbecl

SSrVhat his halting in front of the hotel and hallooing did not take place

Well T have^ot it into myliead that he was going to swear, " Now for Paytona
;

but

J do not know whe he? he^did or not. At an/rate, he said he recognized Estes's horse,

and that he knc^ the loud, shrill halloo of Estes, and that he believed the man in front,

lit of the parties on the trial, was Estes. To oliset that we showed that when they

returned from the hanging they went by tho hotel at a fast gallop.

qlZion. The result was that no bill was found against any of these parties?

^;;S;,.'5MS'^SSir^S^S^er party, unless agauist this man Johnson, on

the testimony of Force ?
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Answer. He was the only j)arty implicated directly.

Question. And notwithstanding that, no eflort was made to secure his person, or to

bring him to trial ? '

Ansiccr. None at all. «

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Just there, a moment ; how long before the tiaie Force testified was it that

he had shot Johnson ?

Answer. It probably might have been three weeks before that ; but I think he ca'me

down immediately after he shot Johnson, and reiweseuted, as it was supposed that it

was necessary for him to have protection, that he did not know but they would go for

him for shooting Johnson.
Question. Did he suppose at the time he left there that he had killed Johnson ?

Ansxver. Yes, sir ; he no doubt tliought he had killed Johnson.
Question. And he rej)orted that to the troops ?

Answer. I do iiot think he told them anything about his shooting Johnson ; he camo
down there and reported to the commander of the troops that he wanted troops to ar-

rest West, the man who had been guilty of a rape upon his daughter, and against

whom a true bill had been found ; he wanted to carry him from one jail to the other
;

that can be done by making an affidavit that the jail is insecure.

Question. He cam^ down there and got into communication with Governor Parsons?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What I want to get at is this, whether or not Force, after shooting John-
sou and believing that he had killed him, thinking that a dead man could tell no tales,

came on down and manufactured this story on Johnson : and told it to magnify him-
self? •

Answer. It was rumored when he got down there that Johnson was not cxiiected to

live ; and he went to Governor Parsons and, of course, told him these tales.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You say you did not attempt to show his character in court, because it was
unnecessary to save your clients?

A nswer. Of course.

Question. Did you not provide yourself with testimony in regard to his character?

Answer. Yes, sir; I had a letter written to where he resided for the i)urpose of ascer-

taining who he was, fearing that he would testify to something against my men ; and

. I was informed by one of my clients, whose name was Keith, and who Jeared he would
say something about him, as he had been in conversation with him, that he could. gel

plenty of witnesses to prove that he was a man of no standing in the community, and

that iiis testimony was entitled to no Aveiglit. But as he testified nothing in regard to

our men , of course we did not care about assailing his character.

Question. Simply because it was unnecessary?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. If it had been necessary, his character, as you understand, was assailable 1

Answer. Yes, sir. Since that I have also understood from other men besides my cli-

ent that he is a man of no standing in the community at all.

Question. Do you know anything in reference to whether there is any opposition

among the negroes to any of their race voting the democratic ticket?

Answer. Yes, sir.

()H«/ioH. How is that opposition evinced?
Answer. Where I live the white I)opulation is about three to one; in the town itself

it is ubout e<pial. There are a few negroes in our section of the country who seem in-

clined to vote the democratic ticket, but they do not announce it publicly. They will

come to us and say that they want to vote "that ticket, but that they do not want to

have it known, that thej' are afraid of those of their color. I only know of one demo-
cratic negro in the county getting into difficulty; Lthink they whipped him there; but

that was a fair fight, that is about all. They are afraid of each other about that ; there

is no <loubt about it. In our county, in the last election, I think that we got probably
from twenty-five to seventy-five colored men to vote with the democratic i>arty, upon
the gnuHurthat they were tired with the way tilings were going on, tliat their expecta-

tions had not been realized. Then, in addition to that, there was quite a number who
did not vote at all. It was something novel and new to them at first, and they were
prompt to A-ote ; they would order them to go up to the village and vote, and they

would go in there, three or four hundred of them ; nearly all in the county would center

there to vote ; they would obey the orders of their chiefs promptly. But we have liad

a great many elections, and they do not reap any results, they do not gather any fruit

from it, and now they do not attend the elections as well as they formerly did, and they

do not attend public meetings as they did formerly.

By the Chaikmax, (Mr. POLiVND :)

Quexiion. How far is Jacksonville, where you live, from Cross Plains?
Answer. It is thirteen miles.
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Question. All that you know in reference to this transaction is whatwaa elicited upon
the investigation f

Ansirer. Certainly, and I endeavored to state that, that the evidence tended to show
Viliat I stated.

(Juestion. The first connection yon had with the matter in any way was when these

null were brought before Judge Peters?
Answer. Yes, sir; I was out of the county when it occurred.

(Jitesiion. You were not there at the time they had these men up before the magis-
trate?

Ansicer. No, sir ; I saw the testimony before the magistrate.
Question. How long after the transaction was it before the hearing of the case before

Judge Peters?
Answei: Something over a month ; Judge Peters got there about a month afterward,

but the iuvestigatiou did not take place until probably five weeks after the transaction
occurred.

Question. This quarrel originated between Craig, a white man, and a colored man?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the quarrel about?
Ansu-cr. There are two versions of it ; that really did not come up before our investi-

gation; we did not go quite that far back, but I made inquiry about it. One of the
versions was that Craig had come to town and requested the negro to hold his horse

;

the negro refused, and Craig cursed him ; then the negro said something, and they got
into a difficulty in that way ; I do not think that was true, though. I inquired of some
other men, and they said "that Craig was a little intoxicated ; that the negroes had
been in the habit of congregating upon the platform of the depot, and Craig went up
there, and swinging around, rubbed up against this negro ; the negro stood firm, and
then Craig gave him a shove and pushed him off the platform, and they got into a
fight in that way.

Question. You think that Craig was the aggressor ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think he was; there are two versions: one was that Craig
requested him to hold his horse, and the other was that he pushed him off the platform
of the depot

;
perhaps both versions are true.

Question. In this investigation before Judge Peters they did not undertake to go into

the meiits of the quarrel out of which this difficulty grew ?

Ayiswcr. No, six ; we were then after a different matter, to ascertain who did the
murder.

Question. What time of the day was it that this affray took place between Craig and •

the colored man ?

Answei: I would say that it was about 4 o'clock.

Question. In the afternoon ?

Ansu-e}-. Well, in July, according to the time the train comes in, it would be nearer

6 o'clock, just before sundown; if the schedule had not been changed it must have
been just before sundown, for I was up there, and remember getting there just before

sundown.
Question. After the difficulty tliis colored boy went on down to Paytona ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. This meeting you have spoken of in the church was in the evening,
was it ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; we call it night.

Question. That is, it -was after dark?
' Answer. Yes, sir ; after candle-light, and probably about 9 d'clock. We use the word
'•night" at the South for that time; "evening" is between 12 o'clock and sundown;
after sundown it is night with us.

Question. As the people came out from the chnrch and were scattered along in the

street this firing took place ?

Answer. The firing occurred, I suppose, three hundred yards from the church.

Question. The people were going home ?

Ansucr. Yes, sir ; some few remained in the church.
Question. They had become alarmed by this time?
Answer. Yes, sir, and remained at the church ; others that were not alarmed passed

along. Craig and his party were at church, and they took a back street and got up to

where the arms were; and as they got out in front of the house of Mrs. Keith, their

mother, which I suppose is sevent^'-live yards from the crossing of the two roads that

makes the i>lace called Cross Plains, they could not see any negroes at all ; but at that

instant the congregation came along, fifteen or twenty men, women, and children, such

as would probably attend service at night, probably some as young as ten years ; the

other party came from the other direction out from behind a blacksmith's shop, and
the leader hallooed out, " Here they are,'' and fired ; a majority of the witnesses seemed
to testify in that way. The people believed that they fiVed into them as they passed
along ; but after thorough investigation of the rpatter I became satisfied that they
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fired at these boys ; but at the same time those meu who huujj them believed the othet
way.

Question. They did not hit anybody?
Answer. No, sir; I think some hidy said that the waddini? went airaiust one of their

dresses.

Question. About how many of those colored men fired, did it appear ; about how many
shots were discharged by the negroes ?

Answer. .1 asked that question, and it was represented by men who had been in thearmy that there must have been twenty or thirtv shots on both sides; they repre-
sented It as a slight skirmish. Of course it was but a minute that it all took place.

Question. The street was pretty full of people going along fi-om church.?
Answer. It was represented that there were some fifteen or twenty persons.
Question. From the evidence you got about it, how large a proportion of those shots

that were fired seemed to have been fired by the negroes f
Answer. The whites said that they had a double-baiTeled shot-gun loaded with

squirrel shot, I think, one single-barreled pistol, aud probably one of those repeaters
that had lour or five shots; all theirs together would not amount to more than ei<'bt
or ten shots.

'^

Question. You think that quite a niajoritv of the shots that were fired were tired by
the colored people ?

'

Answer. Yes, sir; I think they were better armed at the time.
Question. Who had the arms on the side of the whites ; this Craig, &c. ?
Answer. No, sir; they were at Mrs. Keith's, who was the mother of the two boys bv

the name of Keith, one of whom was arrested. When they heard that the neWoes
would probably attack them they said, "We have two shot-guns and some pistols;"
au(l Craig aud the two Keiths and some other boy, I do not know who, went there
and each one got something ; one had a shot-gun, one a pistol, &c.

(,iiirf)tion. Craig was one of the party that got the arms ?

Answer. Yes, sir, he went with the others; he did not have any arms himself, but
went to the house and got them.

Question. Did the colored men who appeared there appear to be all armed ?
Avswer. They were represented to be so.
Question. And quite a m;ijority of the shots were fired by them, apparently ?
Answer. I cannot say " quite a majority ;" because it was represented that'there were

twenty or thirty shots, and there must have been at least ten sliots fired by the whites.
Question. And among the people who were in the street nobody was hit or hurt?
Ansiver. No, sir; they soon scattered.
Question. At the first of the tiring they were all in the street ?
Answer. Yes, sir, at the first of the tiring ; but as soon as the second or third shot was

fired they scattered, and one of the Keith boys hallooed, " charge."
Question. You still think they believe that the negroes intended to fire into this

crowd ?

Answer. There is no doubt but what the people believed it there the next day. and
some oi them believe it still.

Question. One of the party was wounded?
Answer. Yes, sir, with squirrel shot.
Question. That was done by Craig or one of the Keith boys ?

Ai'swer. Yes, sir, there is no doubt about that. As these boys char"-ed them the
negroes ran through an alley between two stores, and the principal portio'ii of the firiiK'
occurred m the rear of the stores.

°

Question. Did the negroes shoot there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That was after the first discharge ?

Amwer. Yes, sir; the white boys charged them and they gave way and went back
to the rear of the stores. I remember seeing the marks of the shot behind there. The
boys lollowed until they exhausted their ammunition, and the negroes ran throu"-!! a
field and got down by this man Stevenson's house.

°

,
Question. There were only three or four in the Keith party?
Answei: Just four.

Question. There were more of the negroes?
Answer. It was represented that there were at least ten, some thought there were

fifteen; there might have been some along not armed; I am inclined "to think tliere
wore.

Question. What had this white man who was hung to do witJi the afiair ?

Ansicer. I do not think that Luke had anything to do with it, judging from the inves-
tigation. One of the Keith boys proved there on tlie invesligati!)u, aud^he also testified
betoie the magistrate, that he saw a white man in the crowil of negi'oes; and the next
morning when going down to Paytona the second time, this l)oy said. ''There is the
man, pointing to Luke, " that I think was there last night." Ma'jor Bailey told Luke
what he was accused of, aud Luke said, "I will go up aud have it iuvesti-'ated "
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Question. He readily assented to go up with them?

Jnsxvtr. Yes, sir. .,, ^, 9

Question. He said that ho was not there with the negroes ?
.

Ansicer. Yes, sir.
, 1 ^-i »

0«es<io«. You do not uuderstand he was there /
, ^ xi j-i ,-,i,+ ^f

SsSr I do not believe he was; hut I believe Luke knew what they thought of

dofng It can'e out on the investigation that Luke said, ''I t.ld y- not to go ;' Uit

we could not get all the facts out. They were very ixu-ticular not {« i^^^
'^"y^hmg

against Mr. Luke. But one said something that made me infer that Luke knew tliey

were going up there to get into a difficulty. ,, i- i .„io,.o+i..,.a -,f ill

QuStioit But so far as you have any testimony m regard to his declarations at all,

they were to advise them not to go f

Answer. Yes, sir. I think ho knew they were going.
testified

Question. You say he knew they were going, because one of the coloied men testifaeU

that he advised them not to go ?

OuZZn. There w.^rn "evidence tending to show that he advised them to
Sf-

J mr No sir. The only thing lie could be blamed for was that he did not commu-

nicatetosome person tho llct that they were going. After
^^^^^^^^^^^iTZ^^Z^-

up there for the purpose of making an assault upon other parties, he should have com

municated that fact, and have had it stopped.
^- „i„i.+ thnf T iik« wis

Question. How many persons did they have under guard that mght that Luke was

taken out and hanged ?

Answer. There were live.

Question. They had five persons under guard /

Answer. Yes, sir.
^ n 1 o

Question. And the whole five were taken out and hung '.

^«swer. O, yes; theyjust swung them all up.
^

Question. How many persons were there guarding them .

fliffprPiit reliefs
Answer. It seems that there were generally lour or five, and they had diflerent reliet^.

The sherife represented that he had summoned some seven or eight.

Srs2:"-To?cfa^'gSsfand each guard would get some one to -lieve him 1

suppose some fifteen^ twenty persons stood guard there during the night, and they

were Iviug about on the benches.
. xi. t, -i t 9

Dupkioii Whore were these persons kept—m the buUtlmg
; . „ ^

,

4 Sr'Near the crossing, in the center of the town, on what is called a porch, or a

pirtfonn,"as we call it,_of S' building. In our houses there, as you enter, there is an

open porch, as we call it.

Sr YTSi.r'T. «af?S"'i;S:S'uey w«re put .h«e. a.a tbey wevo all

Answer At 12 o'clock or after; not before 12, I think.
, , , ,, « ,,

qISioh. Was this band of men disguised who came there and took away these five

"^Answe,' They were represented as being disguised with rather a grotesque costume.

OuestZn Did it seem to be a disguise thlit was improvised for the occasion ?

SsSno sir ; ft seemed to be^x disguise that they had used previously
;
the^^e

^?;^

some J^iformity about it ; some of them were represented as having tremendous high-

S^nrihaTs, and caps and masks; some of them had on a yeUow toga, and others

^""o^Sili" It ^vasperfectly apparent, from the description of this body of men and the

distSS'iey iad on that ft wis not a disguise that a parcel of men would get up in a

''^i^^t^'^fr^^S^'i^^ section of the State there is an organi-

zation of'some sort and that they have these disguises. But I do not think any one

kHnth-itniVM organized for the purpose of doing this ; but from the number ot pci-

i ns who weT-e tS I think it was rather agreed upon that day that these men should

be huno ITo not think any one klan said they would do it, (if there is more than one

k an hfihat valley,) but the^y just agreed among themselves that they would do it, and

thev inst got their disguises and came there that mght and hung them.

(Ju'cstion. You thinkthose disguises were all in existence bolore .-

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it very likely that they were.

Oue'ition To what vdaco did they take these men I
„ , xi J

S.S- They took them about three-ciuarters of a mile from where they were-

over three-quarters of a mile.
• ^ 9 o- in

Question. Did these guards make any resistance ?
,

= ^o

Answer. I think one did; that he stood up pretty square to them ,
this Majoi r>

made a speech to them and told them not to do it.
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Question. Was Bailey present ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; lie was tried afterwards.
Qnestion. Did there seem to be any hona fide attempt by anybody to protect those

persons ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not think there was, because they were all afraid ; I think that
tlie guard were very much frightened, and some of them ran.

Question. Did not those persons who were guarding them there generally seem to bo
willing to be overcome?
Answer. The testimony did not show that. The testimony showed that the first thing

the guard knew, they had some five or sis guns and pistols ; although there were
quite a number of persons there they had only enough guns to prevent the prisoners
from escaping.

Question. Enough to enable them to guard the persons securely ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and as one fellow would go oft' ho would baud his i^istol over to
anotlier. The testimony showed that when these men all came up they ordered the
guard not to move

; ouc fellow commenced resisting, and they put a pistol to his head
;

and that is a persuader that generally makes men change opinions.
Question. Was this body of men mounted on horses ?

Answer. They were all on foot then, but afterward they went through the "town on
horseback, some eiglit or ten of them.

Question. They seemed to be provided with horses ?

Answer. O, the evidence tended to show that they were seen some six or seven
miles from there coming in.

Question. Were seen coming in toward the town ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I remember that they were said to have been seen in one place
three miles otf, and in another place six miles ofi.

Question. The same party or different men ?

Answer. Different bodies; all congregating at this point.
Question. Coming from different directions ?

Answer. They all seemed to be coming rather north of the place ; there is no testimony
going to show that any came except from the north.

Question. They did not all come on the same road?
Answer. No, sir ; they came on different roads, because there was another negro

hanged in the adjoining county that night, one of the party who had done some of the
shooting the evening before ; some came from that direction, and that was five
miles off.

Question. Tliis other negro they hung was supposed to be one of the same party that
had done the shooting the niglit before?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt he was one ; and ho was making his escape and
they had caught him.

Question. Ho had not been arrested ?

Answer. Tlu y hinl arrested him and were bringing him there, probably some five or
six miles from the place.

Question. They had arrested him ?

Amtcer. Yes, sir; they followed him to the Georgia line, and I think ho resisted and
they sliot him.

Question. The party in pursuit of him shot him?
Answer. Yes, sir; they li:ul a warrant, and they brought him down to within about

five miles of this place, when night overtook them.
Question. Did you have any testimony about any conversation on the part of the men

"who took these men out and hung them ?

Ansivcr. Nothing was said ; they just moved right up ; everything was done by signs.
There is evidence there tending to show that they were not provided with rope, be-
cause they made one of the merchants give them a" rope, and they cut it uj) and put a
piece around cacli one's nock, and led him off. I think ])rol)ably tlio piece of rope gave
out for tlie, lifth iii;in, and that was the reason they shot liim.

Question. Tiiev did not have rope enough to hang thcui all '/

Ansircr. I think not, or they got him to a limb and the rope was too short ; it was all

quickly done.
Question. How far did they take them ?

Answer, About a half or three-quarters of a mile.
Question. They took them outside of the town ?

^Incwer. Yes, sir.

\htcstion. Was anv witness produced on the trial who was present at the time they
re hung ?

iiilnswer. No, sir.

hii'.uestion. The last that any witness saw of thorn was when they were marched off?
mo-iswer. Yes, sir. One fellov.- followed them yip pretty close and kept getting near to
man. but the re.Tr-guard soon drove him back. I do not suppose any person was
whatx three hundred yards of the jilace whore they were hung. The evidence shows
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tliat one man followed them for a while, and the rear-guard told him that if he did not

"P«.W Mter uLt^meiTwere taken ont and hung, the thing rested quiet from that

timfi until Judo'e Peters came there a month afterward s
.

Xr^No sin the citizens of Cross Plains the next day held ameetmg denouneing

it, and selected an old citizen there as a special messenger to go *« ^«^tgnown to
inform Governor Smith of it; they copied then- resolutions and ^^^^

.^^^'''^^'''^J^l
him, and Governor Smith was notified of the true state of affairs with.n thieo days

afterward.
. ,, . ^ t.i • 9

Ouestion. How much of a town is this Cross Plains 1

Answer. I suppose two hundi'ed and fifty inhabitants would cover all.

Qwesiton. How large a place is Paytona?
, . ^,

Answer. That is governed entirely by the number of employes there.

Question. It is a mere raikoad station I

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. They have shops there ?
, . , -, ^ 1

Ansicer. They do not have regular shops there ;
they intend to have some.

Question. There are no people there except those employed on the railroad^

• Ansicer. Yes, sir ; at that time they were engaged in making brick, and the superm

teudent testified that there were about fifty men there.
, . .^ -r, i

Question. During the investigation before Judge Peters, this witness Force appeared

Answer. Yes, sir ; two or three weeks after the investigation commenced, perhaps.

Question. He came there for the purpose of having this man West

Ansivcr. Having West removed. ... -, x • -i
• +i . „^„„+^ 9

Question. West had been arrested and was committed to jail m anothei county /

oSSn. AM Force thought he was not seciu-e there in the jail, and he came down

in order to have him transferred to the jail in your county ?

A7isicei: Yes, sir ; alleging that there was danger that the Ku-Klux would take hitt

out of the jail in Cberokee County.

Question. Is Cherokee County an adjoining county to your county 1

Answer. Yea, sir; it is about thirty miles between the court-houses of Cheiokee and

Calhoun Counties.
Oweshoji. Does Force live in Cherokee County /

. -n. i r. + n^.i„
Answer. He lives in the northern portion of the county, or m Dade County, Geoigia,

adjoining Cherokee County ; I am inclined to think that he does live m that county.

Questimi. This offense upon his daughter had been committed in Alabama l

Answer Yes, sir ; she was going from his house over to some neighbor s house. I am

inclined to think that Force lives on the Alabama side of the line.

Ouestion. Was West a resident of that county ?
-, ^ -, , ^.i i

jSer. I think so ; it is out there in the wilds of Walker and Dade and Cherokee

^"^QMCsUon. While Force was there at Paytona he was put on the stand as a witness and

testified about the transaction you were investigating ?

Ques7orJlnihG swore that Johnson told him that ho was th^re and helped do it ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
. . t i ^

OMf^iJOJi. That was all the evidence against Johnson /

v +, ^_
Answer. That was all ; he swore that Johnson was there and shot one of them

Question. He meant that he shot this man that you say was shot at the time the hang-

ing took i^lace ?

Answer. Yes, sir. •,-,,%
Question. Force testified that Johnson told him so 1?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, and that Johnson also told him ho was a Ku-Klux.

Question. This matter about the Ku-Klux with Johnson, and his participation m a

Ku Klux operation, was while he was in negotiation with Johnson to help him to ha\e

West arrested ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
, n 9

Question. Was it true that West had run over into Georgia «

Answer. Yes, sir; I understood West had been arrested and made his escape. I sup-

pose West was guilty of some improprieties ; he has not been tried yet
;
he had ins

trial removed to Cleburne County.

n«es/ioH. Still another county f
+ •

i ^i„m. 5= -.^rAt+xr o-nnrl

Answer. Yes, sir; I have understood ho has removed his trial, which is pretty good

evidence that ho was afraid to stand his trial in Cherokee.
_

Ouestion. He had been arrested and escaped over into Georgia^
. • .^

Answer. So I understand; I think that it was in Georgia that they were trying to

catch him.
Question. He had been once arrested in Alabama /
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Anstver. Yes, sir.

Quesfion. And bad escaped and got into Georgia ?

A nswer. Yes, sir.

Question. And this man Force was over there making an effort to rearrest him ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is all in the same neighborhood.
Question. Where did Johnson live ?

Answe7-. Right there in Georgia ; one lived on one side of the line and one on the
other.

Question. Johnson lived in the same neighborhood with Force, one on one side of the
line, and one on the other V

Anstver. Yes, sir
;
probably five or six miles apart.

Question. And Force claimed that while he was over there in Georgia, having this

negotiation with Johnson, to aid him in arresting West, Johnson told him about being
over in Alabama, shooting one of these colored men ?

Answer. Yes, sir. ^

Question. Was Johnson mentioned in the report that the judge made about it ; did he
say anything about Johnson ?

Ansicer. No, sir, because he was not on trial.

Question. He was not arrested ; was not before him ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. He could not have been very well brought before him if he was in another
State f

Ansicei: O, yes, by a requisition from the governor of Alabama on the governor of
Georgia. The troops were there Avithin twenty-five miles, and could have gone there

and got him. One governor is bound, when a requisition is made upon him by another
governor, to give up the man. And here were the forces of the United States there
ready to carry it out.

Question. It is not very common for a governor to issue a requisition until there has
been a full investigation ?

Answer. It must be shown thai the man had escaped from one State into the other.

Question. This shooting of Johnson by Force was not until after the hanging of these

five men ?

Answer. The killing of the five men was before Johnson and Force had met to hunt
u\} West ; that is my recollection.

Questio)!. So that this shooting of Johnson by Force was not until some days after

the hanging ?

Ansicer. I suppose it was a month after.

Question. How long was it after Force had shot Johnson before he was a witness in

the investigation before Judge Peters ?

Answer. My impression is that Force left Georgia immediately after he shot Johnson,
and came down there to where the troops were ; and then I think he remained there

some time Ijclbre they got him on the stand ; he remained there and probably was
around the phice some three or four weeks.

Question. How long do you think it was after he came there before he testified?

Answer. I would say two weeks.
Question. He knew when he testified that Johnson was not dead ?

Ahsner. Yes, sir ; he knew Johnson was not dead ; but the rumor was that John-
sou was in a dangerous condition.

Question. Force knew that Johnson was still alive?

Answer. Yes. sir: we kept hearing abont Johnson, and I suppose he could get the

same information we did ; it was only twenty-live or thirty mik's oft'. I have no doubt
he knew Johnson was not dead. In fact, I suppose he was better advised about his

condition than I was. •
Question. In his testimony there he told this story about the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did he profess to know anything about the Ku-Klux order in Alabama
except what he learned from Johnson ?

Answer. That is all.

Question. What ho told was information that he got from Johnson?
Answer. Yes, sir; and I thinlv he wanted it understood that he had never taken the

oath. All the information he had he got from Johnson, and his initiation consisted

simply in traveling through the country that night, drinking whisky, making negroes

dance' a littU>, and whipping some of them.

Question. And according to his account of it he did not like the business?

Answer. No, sir ; he said he had no use for it ; it was difterent from what he sup-

posed it was.
Question. He did not see that it was a very profitable business ?

Answer. No, sir; it wa>s not a very profitable business.

Question. How long is it since you first heard of these disguised bands about your
county ?
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i:coKl1s\hat hJ'aTd i^r?: the spnug of 18G8 that he hi.t saw some d^gmsed

bauds there.

Question. lu your county .

Ivmcer. No, sh- ; iu some of the northeru comities.

QHC8/i0H. Who ^vas that wituess'/
„f wiUnn

J««t;«-. I thiuk that was a witness by the name ot ^^ ilbon.

3;;;:'rva>A-'?^i^/^twr^ '^""^"^

said ho first heard of it iu North Alabama.

By Mr. Pool : .

aiiSSmo^J^ioXnntyi.' 18138; I do "Ot Kmembei- u-hether they were there or

not iu 1867.

By the Chaikm.vx, (Mr. Poland :)

^j(«ie/. xua
They got after a mau by the name ot L.rooK

,

ThTt w^lbout'Ate tfI kiew of Seir bei^I about there
;
but they did him no harm,

inst frightened him.
-, -^t 9

Qimiion. Did they go iu the night and visit him .-

Anm-er. Yes, sir. , . , ^ i ;.„ »>

Ouedion. They did not do any actual violence to him .

J». No, sir ; they frightened him by putting a rope around his neck.

Q...s^ioH. What had he
^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ,^^, I ,^ ,^,re of. He had been elected

clelror^m-tunly-tZtl'^^^^^^^ People did not vote; his name

was run and he got what votes there were.

S::,'r•H?ii^toaymafwhowas vote. for. He was removing then to our

'°er«,(i.« To »"to-J°j'''f,f;Slo"\fth°e house where he wjs stajiog; I uerer

£iar^»iH^r£±?syif.^f?Xr^5^es

hH:£lss=^;ss/^:5s^^ss^
they supposed he had sold.

By Mr. Pool :

STTslirpLl KafofuoxfoU'loCrn'ou that a'eeo.„t ; I eau.ot tUiuk of auy

other reason.

Bv the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)
^

0„„„-;„ They did not aiuk l-^^'-l
-J J'?";'.;'.?'.!'??

"for the pur,K.se of gett.ug

S who joined that party would not have his laud confascated.

Question. His laud had not
J^f^^J^^f«ff!^!^*^j^^t, ^„,ts of land for confederate money,

fiad a "aiiit him ; I do not know of auythmg he had done.

a,H£SiiiaS&u?Er^ji^:i^^eS/»«^s
interrupted him since.

,,lpnc^7if Tvav to <nve him to understand
Oaesiion. And these gentlemen took that pleasant way 10 ^im. uiixi

that they did not approve of his course ?
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Ansicer. I do not know ; he never told me.
Question. That is your judgment ?

Answa: They wished simply to let him know, I suppose, that thei'e w^i'e such per-
sons about, and he must trtm his sails accordingly, and do nothing that would inter-

fere with them. I cannot imagine what they had against the man.
Question. Among their early efforts in the community, what other things did they do ?

Anstcer. I do not remember of their doing anything, except that I remember a
white woman called on me one day, and informed me that some disguised men had
come to her house and given her notice to leave ; had told her that if she did not
leave by a certain time they would make her leave. She was a woman of bad repute
in that section of the country, and had two or three gu'ls around her.

Question. She was an unchaste woman, you mean ?

Atistoer. Yes, sir. I told her that I did not suppose they would interfere with her,

but if she could get a house somewhere else she had better get it and go out of that
one. She represented that there were some seven or eight who had come there and
given her that notice. I heard of their going to another place, where there was an
old gentleman, and attempting to make him dance, or they wanted to make him
dance ; he was a democrat ; they did not do anything to him.

Question. What gave them such a desire to see him dance f

Answer. I have no idea; he is a large, tall mau, but he did not dance and they let

him alone. Then I heard of their being at a negro cabin there, and chasing a negro ;

I do rot think thej' got him ; and then I have heard of their being in different other
parts of the county.

Question. Did you ever hear of their whipping anybody?
Ansuer. No, sir. I heard of their going down to another place, and as they rushed

into the house the negro got hold of an ax and rather got the better of the fight, and
they disappeared. In our section of the country they have appeared at two or thiee
places some twenty or thirty miles from each other, but I think it was nothing more
than patrols there; they did not do much; they would go along through the country
there, and now and then go to the cabins and inquire for the negroes. They would
stop at a cabin and say, "We have nothing against you, l)ut where is so and so?"
They would be told that he had gone. They would then say, " Tell him if he does not
work better we will be after him." I did hear of their whipping one in the lower part
of the county ; that was because he was cohabiting with a white woman there ; I

think they gave him notice to leave.

Question. Was he married to her?
Answer. No, sir; living adulterously, not cohabiting publicly.
Question. They SHSiiected that they were so living?
Answer. Yes, sir; they suspected that; and that he was stealing from them and

feeding her.

Question. They seem to have a nice sense of morality, these gentlemen who wear
this peculiar dress?

Answer. They seemed to be opposed to thieving ; if any person was guilty ofthieving,
they seemed to be opposed to it. They seemed to have a disposition against bad
women and bawdy houses ; they also seemed to be opposed to negroes who would visit

these houses whore white women were. They would be able, from the number of

them, I suppose, to find out whether they went there or not, and they would generally
get after the negro and order the white woman to leave. Then, if they found whore
there was a man who had been whipping his wife and treating her badly, they would
visit him, and give him warning to cease doing so. Where a man failed to provide
for his family, and was drinking a good deal, I have heard of their visiting such men

;

jirobably some of them would be on the democratic side and vote the democratic
ticket.

Q,uestion. You have mentioned this tall man whom they undertook to make dance

;

you say he is a democrat. Do yon know any other case where they undertook to

administer this wholesome justice to a man who is a democrat ?

Answer. That nuin they wanted to make dance, they were not going to do anything
to hira ; it was merely sport.

Question. That was a little waggery on their part ?

Answer. They merely wanted simply to exhibit themselves t6 him.
Question. Wliat is your idea of the necessity of this organization?
Answer. I do not think there is any necessity at all.

Question. There is no necessity for it?

Answer. Not now.
Question. IIow about it then ?

Ansiver. 1 never thought there was any necessity for it ; I was always opposed to tho
thing ; I thought it was wrong.

Question. You haVe laws in your State against adultery and against stealing?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you any difficulty in enforcing these laws ?
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Answer. None in tlie world, in the way of enforcing law.
Quesiioii. You have no difficulty in enforcing the law against the class of persons

these men administer justice upon ?

Jnsuo: No, sir. I think that possibly these organizations might have originated
with some uieu with a view of protecting themselves and their persons and property.
There are a great many people who believed, at one time, that i»robably there would
be negro militia in the country, and I think a great many of them probably joined
themselves to this order to protect themselves against a thing of that sort ; I would
not be surprised if that did not have something to do with it.

Question. You never had any State militia ?

Ansiccr. No, sir.

Qucsiion. They thought it would be well enough to get ready in advance ?

Answer. It was rumored around there that that was one reason; but I do not think
any of the old citizens went into it for any other purpose than as a patrol to keep
down this little thieving and robbing throughout the country, where you cannot
exactly reach the parties with the law.

Que-ition. Have you any idea about the class of persons that composed this organiza-
tion?

Answer. I have understood that in 1868 and 1869 it was composed of the better class,
but that they disbanded. I have understood that since that time it is nothing but
boys within the last twelve months.

Question. They use the old manner of disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the boys get around now and frighten negroes and scare persons.
That is a kind of rumor that is floating through the country ; how we got it I do not
know. There was an attempt, so we heard, to organize pretty extensively two or
three years ago.

Question. When it first started ?

Answer. Yes, sir, when it first started ; but I do not know that even at that time the
organization extended generally throughout the State. I do net think they ever had
headquarters at any one particular point in the State.

Qnestion. The organizations were local?

Answer. Yes, sir, and made no reports to any other organization. I think it was con-
fined entirely to precincts and beats.

Question, You think its object really was to be a kind of voluntary police to repress
thieving, «fcc. ?

Answer. I do. I will state to you another reason why I think it originated. Imme-
diately after the surrender, and when the Bureau was established through our country,
it v.'as right difficult for some men to realize the fact that their slaves did not belong
to them. A colored man would work for them, but when the negro would say some-
thing they did not like, probably the white man would slap him as usual. The negro
would report that to the officer of the Bureau, and ho would immediately have the man
seized, carry him up there, and the matter would undergo an investigation

;
probably

they would send for him some fifteen or twenty miles. Now the class of negroes that
did that were generally very bad, lazy, indolent ones. I am inclined to think that a
good many persons thought they would band together and be a kind of patrol for that
class. 1 think that was about the original cause of the patrol, where the Bureau-men
would invariably, or nearly invariably, believe the colored man, when you probably
never could tell the real truth, or how the thing originated. I know that in my
county thi3 Bureau-men, or military men, woidd have some of the best citizens taken
np on some tale of a negro ; they would send for them probably some fifteen or twenty
miles. The negro would perhaps say that he had not settled with him for his work

;

that would have to undergo a regular settlement. Sometimes this officer would make
a man pay something, and again they would discharge him. I think that this thing
was started pretty much to frighten that class of negroes.

Question. Bid this thing originate in your region while the Bureau was in operation ?

Answer. No, sir. ^Ye have had the military all along down there for a good while in

our immediate section of the country. We did not have so much Bureau ; we really had
military officers there with a company of troops. To show you how the military did
in 1867—that was before this present constitution

Question. You did not have this organization there then?
Answer. No ; but I will show you why I suppose they would band together.

Qusstion. As I understand, you did not have this organization at all until after that?
Answer. I do not know when it commenced ; I only told you that I never heard of it

until 1868. We had heard of the Tennessee Ku-Klux for a long time.

Question. Do you suppose it existed in your region of couutrj- to any considerable

extent before you heard of it ?

Answer. I suppose I would have soon heard of their appearing in disguise, I reckon.

Question. Did you hear of these bands of disguised men at all after the Bureau system
had been given up ?

Answer. I do not remember when, I first did hear of disguised bands down there, but
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I -would say it -vras after the spring of 1868, -nhicli would throw it probably iuto the
fall, and it might liave been in 186^.

Question. Has that thing assumed a jjarty form in any way in your country ; I do
not meau that these organizations were formed for party purposes, but has there been
a difference between tlie two parties as to the manner of looking at this thing called

the Ku-Klux ; has one side spolvcii about it differently from the other ?

Answer. In my county and in tliat section of the' State there are very few white
republicans.

Question. There are some?
Ansicei: Yes, sir: there are some, and they look upon this organization as rather

against them than the other side, while the leading democrats do not regard it as a
part of any organization to which they belong, or in which they take sides ; at the
same time—well, in other words, a democrat does not think they are going to interfere,

with him unless he does something very bad. But some of the republicans there vrould
be afraid that they would do something- to them. I am satisfied they would do nothing
either to a democrat or a republican, no matter where he comes from, if he goes there
and attends to his bftsiness.

Question. The truth is that the republicans have been a good deal more afraid of this

thing than the democrats have ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and made a great deal of fuss about it.

Question. They have made a great deal of fuss about it and talked against it?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How about the democrats ?

Answo: They have talked about it for the last one or two years—said they did not like

it ; but before that time they did not talk about it ; they would laugh at it.

Question. They tried to belittle it, or did they speak as if they were in favor of it?

Answer. I do not know that I heard any one announce that he was in favor of it.

Question. They pretended to think it was not a thing to be dreaded so much as the
republicans claimed?

Ajiswer. Well, the democrats thought then, and they believe it now, that this organi-

zation was gotten uji simjily for the purpose of keeping negroes from stealing and
keeping bad men

Question. Tlie republicans have always been making a great clamor and noise and
talk about this Ku-Klux, have they not ?

' Ansu'er. Yes, sir ; tliat is true.

Question. And the democrats have not ?

Answer. Not until recently ; thej' have not said much about it. Within the last twelve
months, I think, they s]3eak out pretty generally. The editors of the papers come out
and oppose it.

Question. Do yon think that the republicans believed really that it was nothing more
than a kind of voluntary police, made up of good people to put down thieving and
immorality of one sort and another ?

Ansicer. No. sir ; they were satisfied that that -^'as done, but at the same time a great

many of the republicans believed—well, they were afraid if they did anything tiicm-

selves ; if a rcpubican in that section of the country did anything to excite the negroes
there in any way, that they would get after them ; they were a little shy of them.

Question. The reiiublicaus down there have always claimed that it had a political

look and a political effect?

Ansicer. Well, I suppose they have ; I would judge so from the fact that when any-
thing occurs there they generally would send it to the North for the purjjose of exciting

the iieople.

Question. What made them think so?
Answer. Because, I suppose, they were visited by them now and then.

Question. Do you mean that they were visited for anything they had done that was
wrong ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Quesdon. Have you not some republicans down there that are decent people ?

Ansicer. A few, very few.
Question. Have they not talked against the Ku-Klux?
Ansicer. No, sir ; tlie decent portion have never said much any way about it.

Question. Have they had any fear of it ?

Answer. No. sir; they are opposed to it.

Question. There are some i-epublicans down there as much opposed to stealing, adult-

ery, and those things as anybody ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there are very few whit(> republicans amouj^ us.

Question. You have some white republicans who do not believe in stealing or in

adulfery?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have they l)een in favor of this institution?

Answer. No, sir; I think thej- have been opposed to it.
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Question. Why? „ ,,..,, ^ ^ * -i

Ansiar. I do not know, more than I am opposed to it, from the fact that we do not need

the organization.

Qimtion. Yon do not think there is any good in it ?
. ^ ^ ^.

Answer. No, sir ; but I think this, that a great many people who did not look to

where it would run honestly believed that it was a pretty good thing. When you

start any organization of this sort in disguise you do not know where it will run, be-

cause it'"-ives bad men a chance to do a great many things.

Question. What is the general feeling of the colored people—I mean the respectable

colored people, not the vicious; yon have a great many who are honest people I

Answer. Yes, su- ; and they work freely.
_ _

()MC.s<io«. What do they think of these Kn-Klux organizations'?
^ . -, n

Answer. Those who work well and attend closely to their business are not afraid o±

them, because they have never been molested.

Qwesfjoj^ Are they in favor of it?
. , . , , ^n i

•

Answer. No, sir; I do not suppose they are. But here is the trouble: they are begin-

ning to do it themselves ; they are appearing in disguise and whipping each other.

Question. Do you kuow any band of that sort ?
^ ^ ^,

Ansicer. No, sir ; but it would not be a large thing, four or five of them.

Onestion. It was not a large organization ?

^jisitiec. No, sir ; only a little band of them. ^ -, ., • i ^ f ^„„
Question. If they want to do a piece of mischief, they find this a good and safe way

^
Ajmiir Yes sir. We defended some of them last winter, and kept them out of the

penitentiary, "Pou the plea that it was not shown that it was a part ot any organiza-

tion or band, and the statute requires that that should be shown.

Question. What is the proportion of white and colored people m your county /

Ansicer. I should say the proportion is about three to four.

Question. You have not any fear of being overpowered by the colored people 1

Answer. 0, Lord! no; we belong to the white belt.

Question. You have felt no special fear in regard to them ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; not in the least.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. I understood you to say that the laws were very rigidly cntorced in your,

section of the country ?

Answer. They are now.
„ , , ^ x c,

Question. Has that been the case for the last two years .
.

AnsZ Yes, sir ; wherever the criminal could be found, the law was rigid y enforced.

Ever since 1868, siuce we were organized under the new constitution wc have had a

very -ood iudge and he has discharged his duty. Some ot our ministerial othcers are

iotmSlarfv good, but tlie judge°has discharged his duty, aud the law has been

well euforced all through that section of the country.
-

i i ,

ChZion. Have you ever known one of the Ku-Klux outragers to be punished ?

4.^,r \^ sir • because I have never known a case where they have proved it on

thfr- hey have never be' naWe out there to make the proof that would be satlsfac-

torTto co/vince them that the party accused was guilty. I have been there and heard

the cases investigated.
. x- ^ i .7

O((c.s<(0». How manv cases have been investigated f
,. x -1 + t

Amver.Tl^ PaytoLa affair and the Crook case were investigated in our county I

hear 1 one in Talladega County. The parties proved an alibi, which showed a question

SoulT The jury was charged to give the benefit of the doubt to the defendants,

aud they were compelled to acquit them.

Question. They proved alibis '!

<*;iS;.^Sit'not a part of the Ku-Kkix organization that they shall swear for one

""""Answel I do not know; I do not pretend to know anything upon that subject.

t^::-^I^^^t^'^^ce said that was a part of the obliga-

''0i^s";:rHa^"yofe?er known a Ku-Klux outrage upon a democrat?

Answer. Only one.

2":;^•I'SolcJ'^nJ^^iat there was an outrage then. It was reported that they

wMped"a democrat there, and then it was reported that they only gave him notice

that he must do better ; whether they whipped him, or not, I do not know.

Question. What was his name?
Answer. His name was Kimball.

(lucstion. What was the matter with him?
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Answer. Well, the Ku-Klux supposed bo was drinking too uuich, and not supplying
his family as he ought to ; and they gave notice to his neighbors there not to let him
pass by to go to town to get whisky. That is reported around there; I do not,know
whether it is true or not.

Question. Do you suppose they really did him any damage at all ?

Answer. Well, I do not know ; I have hardly any opinion upon the subject ; I did
not give the matter much investigation j it was said there about town that they had
visited him.

Question. Was it spoken of as being a little remarkable?
Answer. No, sir ; nothing uncommon. I have never heard of their doing any dam-

age to a prominent man of the republican party.

Question. Have you ever heard of their committing any outrage upon any democrat,
except in that iiarticular case, about which you say you are in doubt ?

Answer. I cannot remember.
Question. Have you an idea that any republican belongs to this organization ?

Answer. I do not know that they do.
Question. You are satisfied that it is composed entirely of democrats ?

Answer. I think they would vote the democratic ticket ; I do not think any promi-
nent democrat in the State belongs to it ; they are merely young men and young farm-
ers there, who live in the thickly settled neighborhoods.

Question. How can you say that you suppose it is comjjosed of young men, when you
say you do not know any members of it ?

Answer. I do not think an old man would get on his horse, and ride from his house
ten miles and back, for the purpose of telling a negro to leave the community, who
had been doing some outrage on a white man.

Question. But a middle-aged man might do it ?

Answct: Yes ; I sujipose a man from thirty-five down would do it.

Question. You have not identified any of these peoj^le ?

Answer. I never have.
Question. How can you say the organization is composed of young men?
Ansiver. I can tell that from their actions; their acts and conduct are those of boys.
Question. You would not consider it a boyish freak to hang five negroes in one

night ?

Answei: No ; but I am inclined to think that it was done more by them than by any
one else. I do not think men of age would do it ; I think it is more of a boyish matter
than anything else. Grown men and old men will look at the consequences; boys rarely

ever do.

Question. The boys carry it on without the knowledge of their i)arent8 and of older
men?

Anmcer. Yes, sir.

Question. And conceal their disguises ?

Ansictr. Yes, sir ; not proclaiming them at all.

Question. You say the organization is composed entirely of democrats?
Answer. I say it is composed of men who will vote fhe democratic ticket, because the

whites there are not divided as much in politics as they were in olden times, when
there were whigs and democrats.

Question. And the outrages have been universally against republicans except in the
single instance you mention?

Answer. That is the only one I know of, and I do not know that anything was doue
to him. It was reported that there was ; some say there was, and some say there was
not. I say against negroes and republicans; the negro does not understand politics,

but he is controlled by the republican party at this time.

Question. Some of the negroes vote the democratic ticket?

Ans2uer. Yes, sir; I suppose some fifty to seventy-five in our county do.

Question. Did you ever know a negro who voted the democratic ticket to be visited

by the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. No, sir; I have never heard of it, though it is a recent thing that they have
voted with us.

Question. Can you tell why thieving and adulterj' and drinking, &c., are i^unished
when republicans do them, and are not when democrats do them ?

Answer. Tliey would punish them, when democrats are guilty of them, as qnickly as
when the others are.

Question. Have not some democrats in your country been guilty of larceny, adultery,

and of not jtroviding proiicrly for their families ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have any of those who have been thus guilty been visited by the Ku-
Klux?

A^iswcr. I am inclined to think so.

Question. To what extent ?

Answer. Since you have called my attention to it, I cannot tell whether they were
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(lemoci^ats or republicans. I do not know of any republicans boiug visited by tbcni and
whipped. I cannot say that they were republicans visited any luoro than that I could
say that they were democrats. I would say that it was that character of cases that
they visited. • You would hear of a party of Ku-Khix aiipcariug, and you would then
hear that they had gone to bawdy houses, or to some luan's house and j^iven him some
warning; I could not tell what his politics were; but 1 am satisfied they would punish
a democrat as well as a republican.

Quesiioii. Have you not heard it charged in your county, by the republicans, that
only rei)ublicans were visited by the Kn-Klux?

Answer. Yes, sir; I thiidi I have heard that charged.
Qiiesiion. Has it uot generally been spoken of by republicans in that way ?

Anfiwer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you ever heard that denied by the democrats ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have those who denied it given any instance to X)rove that their denial
was correct ?

Answer. I suppose they could. I cannot call any to mind now at this time. I have
not got any memorandum of these cases; but there is the impression in the country
that they do not discriminate as to the color or person, or political status at all.

Question. You said there was some other witness in the Paytona trial who said some-
thing about the Ku-Klux ; what witness was that besides Mr. Force ?

Answer. I said that a man by the name of Wilson commenced telling when he first

heard of the organization ; I believe his name was D. B. Wilson. I thiuk he said ho
first heard of it up in North Alabama. He did not ttdl anything about how it was
organized, or what were their intentions. Governor Parsons regarded him as one of
the Ku-Klux, and was examining him as one. I onlj' meant to say that Wilson told
of the time he had heard of them in North Alabama.

Question. You say this firing iuto the crowd from the church was at the Cross
Eoads ?

Answer. It was about a hundred yards from there to the Cross Roads.
Question. Had not Craig and his crowd got to the Cross Roads before the firing com-

menced ?

Answer. Craig and his crowd had left the church, had passed the Cross Roads, had
got two pistols and a gun, or probably three pistols, and had returned toward the
Cross Roads, getting I suppose within fifty yards of the Cross Roads, and probably fifty

yards from the house, supposing the house to be about one hundred yards from the
Cross Roads, when the church people were passing along the street. The colored men
then came from the opposite direction from the church, or rather from the east of the
church ; Cr;iig and his party had come from the west.

Question. Did the negroes see Craig and his [larty ?

Answer. No, sir, uot until thej^ had got out from behind the blacksmith's shop ; then
they could see them, for it was a bright mooushiny night.

Question. You say that about twenty people coming from the church were between
the negroes and Craig and his party ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; scattered along promiscuously, probably for twenty or thirty
yards.

Question. It was not a dense crowd of persons?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Do you believe that the negroes intended to fire into the crowd of church
people ?

Answer. I do not believe they intended to shoot them, birt that they fired at Craig
and his men ; the people, however, thought they intended to fire at theui.

Question. Why?
Answer, liecause it was immediately reported there that a bullet had passed througb

some lady's clothing, and another said that a x>iece of wadding had fallen by her.

You know how these things commence; they spread immediately, and it gets Avorse

and worse the further it goes.

Question. Craig ami his party had also fired ?

Answer. They rushed through the crowd of people and fired; not until then.
Question. You do not mean to say that the negroes fired into the crowd of church

people i

Answer. I mean to say that they fired over the crowd, or there might have been a
vacant place for Them to fire through. But I mean to say that the p('oi)le of that sec-

tion of the country believed the next day that the negroes intended to fire upon thoso
coming from the church; and if they had not believed it there would have been no
hanging.

Question. How could they account for the fact that nobody was hurt, if the negroes
had fired into the crowd ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. They believed the negroes had fired iuto the crowd ?

31
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Ansmer. Yes, sir. It is estimated that in battle it takes about seven hundred shots
to kill one man.

Question. Do you think that the people of Paytona believed that the negroes tired

into that crowd and hurt nobody ?

Ansiver. I do not think the people do now, after this thorough investigation ; but
the next day they were sincere in the belief that the negroes had tired into the crowd
of people there.

Question. In all that Paytona affair, how many negroes were hurt besides the five

who were hung ?

Answei-. Oue other, Jacob Moore.
Question. Was any white man hurt ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. No white man was hurt?
Answer. No, sir; one of those who was hung had been shot the night before.

Question. You say you think that the crowd of Kn-Klux, who went down and hung
these men, believed tliat they were acting in self-defense?

Anstver. No, sir, I did not say so. I say they thought it was their duty, for their
future protection, that those men should be hung; they believed it was for their
future protection, from the fact that if it w^as not checked at that time another occur-
rence of the kind might take place, and they did not know but it would come on them.
They believed honestly that it was an unprovoked, murderous assault on the people,
and that it should be met in a summary manner.

Question. They thought it was a murderous assault, wben no one was hurt ?

Ansiver. Yes; and a man is just as guilty if he fires iuto a crowd promiscuously that
way, and should be punished as severely, even if he did not hit auy one, as if he had
shot one through the head ; and, of course, by the laws of the country he would be
hung. But if we had investigated the case afterward, there would be great difficulty

in determining what to arrest them for.

Question. Before those negroes were hung you had an investigation ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did not that investigation disclose the truth?
Ansicer. It was not done in a verj^ scientific way ; there was no one there to repre-

sent the negroes and show how it really was. That investigation still tended to show
tljat they had fired into the crowd withoiit any cause or provocation whatever, and
apparently with the intention of committing murder. And now I will say, further,
that a great many ])ersons in that section of country still believe that it was a mur-
derous attack upon the people who were returning from the church. But I give it as
my opinion, rather as an apology for the negroes and their conduct that night, that
they only intendt'd to shoot at Craig and his party.

By Mr. Blaik :

Question. Would it not have been equally murderous to shoot at them ?

Answer. Of course it would; but tliey would have had the excuse that they were iri'i-

tated by the conduct of Craig the evening before. If they had shot Craig down
standing iu the street, of course they should have been hinig for it just as much as
for shooting anybody else.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You said that the judge did not rely upon what Force bad testified to?
Answer. I said that I did not believe he did.

Question. Was not that want of reliance principally because it was only testimony
in regard to the declarations of .lohuson, and he sup]>osed those declarations were
themselves braggadocia ? You sav that Johnson had been down there and got some-
body's bat ?

Answer. I say I understood Johnson came down there two or three days after the
hanging, and was knocking around there, and probably had got hold of the hat of oue
of the men who had been hung.

Question. And that he talked I)ig about it ?

.fnsirer. Not there; he might have talked to Force.
Question. Have you auy doubt that he made these braggadocio declarations to Force?
Answer. I am inclined to think, from what I can hear of Johnson, who is rather a

fast youth, that he undoubtedly boasted to Force that he was a Ku-Klux; very likely
he did. ,

"

(Juistion. You think it very likely that Force told the truth about that?
/I H.sfcrr. 1 do not think he told the truth as to what they did up there that night; I

think he lia<l some grounds to base his statement ujxui, but I believe he enlarged very
considerably ui)on thrni, lor the j)urpose of making Mr. Parsons and those military
men believe he actually knew something about it.

Question. Knew something about what?
Ansiver. Somethiuii about the Ku-Klux orjianizatiou.
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Qaestio)). I aru not speaking of that. Do you not believe that Jobnsou made that

'Sim-. No" sir ; I do not believe Johnson would be fool enough to tell that to Force,

01 to any one. He is represented as a man of some sense. A\ hat I mean is, that he had

made some declarations to Force about his belonging to the Ku-Klux, and what he

could do as a Ku-Klux ; I think that very likely.
_

Question. You think Governor Parsons's main object was to excite the northern inmcL

by getting out such things upon the Ku-Klux ?
^ , . -, r.

Answer: l^o, sir; I do not know that that was his main object. I think Governor

Parsons is opposed to such organizations in the« country ; I think that he desires to

see the laws of the country enforced, and to see peace and order prevail; 1 believe

that. But at the same time, while he was trying to ascertain who these ottenders

were, he was making preparations to have other things mixed up with it lor northern

consumption.
Question. That is your judgment about it?

Answer. That is mv honest conviction, from all I could see.

Question. Were any of the men who committed the crime for which the parties were

being tried in the Ku-Klux disguise when it was being committed "?

Answer. Tiie evidence tended to show that, and there is no doubt of it.

OwesHon. You said there was some uniformity in their disguise t

Answer. Yes, sir; from the evidence, it seemed that the disguises were a little dit-

ferent, as though they belonged to diti'erent bands.

Question. Was not the crime committed by a band of disguised men {

Answer. From the testimony, they seemed to understand each other.

Question. They had signs by which to understand each other?

Answer. There seemed to be whistles used that night.

Question. Was it not natural that an attorney should inquire into such an organiza-

tion as that, in making that investigation ?

Answer. Yes, sjr. ., .^ ., • m>
Question Then why did you think his purpose was to excite the northern mmcl i

Answer. From the fact that he extended it almost too long, and he had a great many

thiu-s brought in that were outside of that particular case, and wanted to show that

there was aS organization that had existed down there for some time, a thing which

had nothing to do with this iuvestigation.

(p«es^io«. You have beeu a lawyer for a great while?

Answer. Yes, sir. . ., , , j, j. i i -i

Question. Is it not common when a defendant is on trial to show that he has a good

character ?

(>Si. AmUs it not common to try and show that before that he had been guilty

of crimes ?

Answer. Y'es, sir. x-u*j--«9
Quesiion. W^as Governor Parsons showing what was done before that time '.

Answer. Yes, sir; but thev were not trying the organization, only men who were ac-

cused of the nuirder of Mr. Luke. They should have conhned themselves to ascertain-

ing whether those men did the murder, and he should then have made an inquiry

v/hether thev belonged to the Kn-Klux Klan.

0«es/(on. the first inquiry was into the existence ol the Klan/
, ,

Ansu-er. The evidence was clear that Luke and the others had been hung by men m
disguise. Mr. Parsons should have shown that these parties belonged to the Ku-

question. Not to that particular klan, but to some other klan?

Answer. Yes, sir.
, ,, i i •

i. i ^

Quesiion. Was it not important to show that some other klan existed !

Ansicer. Yes, sir; but 1 do not think it was necessary lor hmi to show that the Klan

had whipped a certain negro at this place, and another at that place; had Msited this

house and that house; thtt is the part 1 think was gotten up tor northern consump-

tiou.

Ouesiion. Was it not all true ? ^ , ., i ^ x-/. i

Answa-!l do not know whether it is true or not. One of the witnesses ^l^o testified

to a iireat deal of it, to show his character now, upon cross-examination admitted that

he had written on to the North for counterfeit money ; he admitted on the stand that

he was guilty of that. That was the character of a witness proving these various out-

''ti;'eSo«?Didyounot yourself know that these various outrages were committed

outside of what the witness said ?

^JiSicer. I know it from rumor.
-^ i + i „;„,i ?

Question. Is it not generally understood in the community, and not denied?

question. Why conceal them from northern men, or anybody else ?
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Avsu-er. Wo never attempted to conceal it ; 1>nt we want northern people to nnder-

staiKl what these outiat^es are ibr. The northern people have got up the ulea tnat no

repuMicaii man can come from the North down here, or that li he does Ihis Klan

would mob him. Wi^ say that these disguised men arc nothing hut patrols ni .ho

country, for the puipose of whipping out bad men, whom northern inen undoubtedly

would Ku-Klux. for it seems they |et up some little disturbances themselves some-

times. We think this investigation was carried on as it was for the purpose of trying

to show that there was a grand political organization down there gotten' up or

improper purposes to carry elections. That is what I mean when I say that this

investigation was carried on for northern consumi)tiou.

Question. You have that evidence printed ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

OMestion. Was it not printed

?

t i ^ i at Di,..^,,^ n-.i it

Answer. It was copied and brought to Washington ; I understood Mr. Parsons had it

copied and brought to Washington.
_ , ^, ^i • • „+• „

\»miion. Did Governor Par.^ns iuquire of the witnes.«es whether this organization

was political

f

. v.- i

Answer. 1 understood Force pretended to say it was polilical.
++^„„9

Qnestion. Did Force say anything in regard to that organization that was not true?

I mean did he make it out any worse than you understand it to be .

Answer. I do not uuderstan.l it to be an organization to control votes

QucstiQn. Did he tell of any greater outrages committed by them than thej ha^o

really perpetrated, or did he tell of as many even ?
-, , . i

Ansitrr.l think he told only about the night lie was out, and whipped some negroes.

I think Forfe tried to make this impression, and his testimony was no doubt put down

for that purpose, and that I say was intended for ^'orthern cousuniptimi
;
he said

^^^
learned tVon! Johnson that this was an organization ()f apolitical chara ei, nte ded

to control the negro vote. I think that is a wrong impioss.on to go ^orth, because I

do not believe the organization is intended to be ot a political character at all or to

ntertere with the uegToes in their votes. But now the republicans down there charge

ho organization with having that for its object, and they have endeavored to get

pieces written for the papers? which have been copied in our repnblicau papers, and

lent North for the purpose of producing the same impression
•''"^•'"/f^V'l'l^'^'i^'S^n.l"

cans, so that those kind of bills that have been passed similar to the one 1 >^t spyng

and the enforcement act and all that, might be passe.l by Congi-ess.
^^

^^ '""';. ";«•!

tliat as done purely for our special benelit, intended really lor the South, and for our

opi)ression. •
j. i «>

Question. Intended to operate where the evil existed 1

in.'iwer. Exactly; I suppo.se it does.

Question. It is only because the evil existed in the South that you supposed it was

intended for the South '?

, ,, , ^ x, *, • ^

inswer Well, we have different notions down there about these things.

hiiestion. As a matter of law, can a requisition issue from one governor to another,

before a bill of indictment has been brought in by the, grand jury? Must there not

be some proceeding ill a court of record?
t fi„-r.l- +hA

hmver. I suppose it would be necessary: but in a case of this sort I tlnk the

novernor of (ieor-na would have authorized the military to go there and take the man.

Queslio,,. Would vou have had the governor of Alabama issut^ a re.pusition in an

informal way, not basing it upon what was absolutely re.inired by the law?

Almm- No sir : I would nit. But, as I understand, the next week afterward there

was a true bill ionnd against Johnson, and yet no requisition has ever been made.

Cioveruor Smith gave his personal attention to this matter when he was up there
;
one

of the associate justices of the supreme court remained there two months
;
of course

Jiey ought to hive had the thing carried out if they be ieved m it The b, has rio

doubt, been found against the man; the county has discharged its duly fis far as that

is concerned ; but no re.piisition was made that I ever heard of.

Question. When was the bill found?

Ansu-er. The lU'xt week after.

Ouestion. By the grand jury ?
, , .,, ,

Ansirer. Yes, sir; 'so I have understood. I have never read the biil, and n» rcquisi-

eition has been made. , ,, j. j. • -i ^^^„t

Question. What was the reason Luke and those other men were not put ui jail that

"'^lI/tLr. I do not know ; I think the justice said he wanted to examine them further

wanted some other testimony. Luke and some oi. the citizens ol Cross riaius, about

10 o'clock at night; understood that there was some danger of disguised men comin-

there ind takimr them away. They called upon the superintendent ot the railroad

there to have them sent down ; but the superintendent did not think it was necessary
;

Is ivTr as the citizens were concerned they tried to get them sent down
;
that came out

in the investigation there.
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Question. You say tLere was some uotice or apprehensiou of an intention on tbo part

of the Ku-Kuix to take these persons and bang them ?

Answer. A rumor to that effeet got out before 12 o'clock.

Chieation. Was any ettbrt made on the part of the citizens to prevent \t'i

Jnmer Xone tliat I know. There was the sheriff of tlie eoimty there, a republican,

Lis deputy, and a guard there. Why it was not done I do not know. It was like a

great many things
;
probably they did not believe it ; I do not know that I would have

believed it if I had been there.
,, , , i

Qncslion. Suppose these persons had been put in jail, could uot the men have guarded

that jail successfully against the Ku-Klux;f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. They would have been safer in jail i

^wsirer. Yes, sir ; I think so. <• +1, ^
Question. You say you do uot believe any oue klan agreed upon the murder ot these

men
Answer. No, sir; I do uot think so; if there is auy such thiug as a klau there, I do

not think that klan organized for this purpose ; I thiuk it was rather an agreement

among some uien there that it should be done.
^ ,, 1 , i ^+;„r,

Qimtion. You do uot think there was any regular meeting of the klau ami \ otiag

upon it f

Answer. No, sir ; I do uot thiuk so.

Answer'.'From "he' fact that there is testimony tending to show that some came

from oue direction four or five miles off, and some from another direction live or six

miles off, and that there were citizens there from various parts ot the county, norta

and northeast. Kuowing the topography of the country there as I do I t^J^^
jj

t^*;^;?

is a klan up there, there should be one about three miles in a northeast diiection and

if there is any other klau it should be some distauce still further up m another section.

Now it would seem that the men came from oue direction that was ditterei* Irom

where I would suppose one of these klaus was, judging from tne topography ot the

romitry, and tlie number of people in the different valleys there; and then some came

from another direction.
i 1 1 „,, -d

Question. You suppose the party contained members of several klaus ^

A^Z. If there s such a thing as different klaus there I would say the business

there that night was done by persons of different klaus. I think the evidence shows

that there were different kinds of disguises.

Question. And they met at a given place ?
*^

Answer. They met at 12 o'clock.
,, , , »

Qnestion. Does uot that show a coucert between the klaus .

Answer. I do not know ; it showed a concert between the men who committed the

act but I do uot know that it would be a concert between the klaus.
• +wf

Q,So« Did uot the whole evidence satisfy you that there were klaus m that

^'TStV. The evidence satisfied me that there were bands of disguised men in some

two or three parts of the country.
. xt • v • 9

Question Aud that there were some variations ki their disguises ^

2sS"llie evidence tended to show that some appeared ni yellow gowns and some

in red gowns ; I do uot know whether that testimonyVould be re lable or not. I be-

u.ve tKt some of the testimony tended to show that some of them had black dis-

l:Si,s fi am not certahi about tlifit. I think that in three different parts ot our county

?iiere were organizations of disguised men, according to the evidence.

Question. Orgauizations that existed there f /

Answer. I do not know whether they exist there now 01 not. That aftair itselt got to

be such a bi"- affair that the people commenced talking about it.
, ^ ,, ., „

^San Why do you say that naturally a klan would have been about three miles

'"iLw.'Because there is a valley there, and it would be '^^'-^.^ke cei|ter^whe^

cross-roads would meet ; that is the only reason. Ihere is a little place there caiiu

T.Sicra and then there s another place further up the valley, called Anderson ville 01

SpfiiS Ga" em T^re ^ be probably a klan alongin that section o the ^•^"try

I suppose a klan ought to take in an area of ten miles, or hve miles; that is about

ivlvit wp ?ispd to have in the old patrol time.
. •

"^Sr^m\!i;^ uo knowledge of tlu.ir dividing t^f* county uj in o sec j^
l.KKw No sir

• I do not know aiivtliiiij; moio about llio <tig:nu/.,itioii
,
iu,V6r ue

lo„ "d to it,":«'i' -'« i"vited to joiuaoy soch tbing ;
ami lot t l.at m»ou I au, sort ot

'"is.? ^t-'tli^nrtlir^a'S'SJ-ootrago .as „o,, agt,.od opoa ^,y any ca.,p .

beforehand upon outrages to be committed ?



486 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.
<

Answer. I have uuderstood—how I got it, and from whom. I do not kuow ; but it is

like we tind out a great mauy things, and it does not malce much impression upon your
mind as to who told you—I have understood that they meet and decide that a certain

man shall he whijjped, and then they a^jpoint some man, I have uuderstood, who is

called tlie Grand Hawk of the night, "who is captain over eight or nine men, and they
go out and whip the fellow.

Question. In pursuance of the order of the camp ?

Answer. Yes. sir.

Question. Did you ever hear that they sent their orders from one cam]! to another to

be executed i

Ansiver. I have heard such things, l)ut I do not know about them. I think there is

more talk al)out it than what thcie really is ; I do not think there is an organization of
that general character which it has becia endeavored to show that there is ; and even
what there is in our section of the country is dying away gradually ; the leading demo-
cratic papers ^are speaking out boldly against it, and have been for the last year. The
leading citizens are crying out ag'ainst it ; they have got tired of it and want it

&to])ped.

Question. Was it supposed that West was in any way connected with the Ku-Klux ?

Ansiver. I do not suppose he is. If there is anything in the Ku-Khix organization,

he has removed his case from a county where some disguised men have appeared, to a
republican county where there are no disguised men. If he is a member of the Klan,
I should have su]>posed he would have kept his case within his klanship ; but he has
removed it to a county that was strongly republican for a good while, until recently

;

it has changed over now
Question. Did not he make the removal after Mr. Force disclosed the fact that he biid

been out on a raid ?

Ansiver. He moved for a change of venue at the last spring court. He had to swear
off Calhoun county ; that Avas the nearest county ; or probably it might have been
agreed between the solicitors that it should go there ; but if the afiSdav-it was regularly
made he would have to swear off Ciilhoun County.

Question. Frovidod the State insisted ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir.

Question. And under your laws, by agreement, he might jump a county?
Avswei: Yes, sir.

Question. You tlid not appear for Mr. West ?

Answer. N*o, sir, I did not.

Question. You say tlnit he might iiossil)ly have been guilty of some impropriety?
Answer. I think very likely he was guilty of something; I do not think there was

anything dom; ; it was only an attempt. I judge so from the fact that he would not
have changed his venue if there had not been some impropriety. That is generally
pretty good evidtnice that a man is seeking for time wlien he changes his venue.

Question. You think this organization was foruied under the api)reheusiou that there
was going to Ix; negro militia?
Answer. I wish to be understood this way: from what I could gather two years ago,

there was a jwetty strong organization to be I'ormed
;
ju'oliably three years ago, I be-

lieve it was three ; but it never was carried out ; I think they disbanded wlieu General
Grant was elected ; that was what I have heard since this investigation has com-
menced, the investigation of this committee. I have heard citizens speaking of it a
great deal. I have heard men in the streets of my town speak aboiit it, and say that
three or four years ago they were organized along througli there, but they were dis-

banded about tlie time General Grant was elected. Men joined it for different pur-
poses, having different objects and motives in view. One juau would say that there
was going to be negro militia, and he would go into it for self-protection. Another
man would say that tlu-re was some danger in tlie -Union League, and they wanted to

offset that. Now all of these things have been discussed even since your investigation
has commenced.

Question. Have there not been sonic recent outrages in that country ?

Answer. I <lo not think there has been auything of a serious nature for some time. I

heard since 1 was suminoiuMl that eight or niiu; Ku-Klux had passed through our town
' within the last threi! weeks, but what they had done I do not know. The Paytona
affair has rather riuieted things in our country.

Question. You think that another object, and perhaps the main object, was to go after

thosi^ negroes who r<>ported these men to the Freedmen's Bureau for slapping them when
they had ditiirulties .'

Answer. What I mean by that is, that class of negroes who will not work, who will

not do their duty, who would go about and steal ; and if they hired out to work would
not disc*'iarge their duty, or fall out with their employers, and then go up and tell a
great long tale before the Bureau or belbre our i)iesent justices of the peace, and have
them arrested. They probaV)ly wanteil an (Wganization ready for that class of men.

Question. So as to keep them from giviu^j information ?
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Ai)siver. To keep tlieni from telling- lies'aiid .sweariuo; lies, not from giving the riglil

kind of iuformatiou. I do not think tliat this Ku-Khix orgunizatiou, or patrols, or
-whatever you may call it, intended to interfere with the right class of people, either
Avhite or black.

Question. Yoii think the organization was directed principally against the uegroes ?

Annwer. Because they were the class where there was more idleness and more thiev-
ing and more drones.

Qucsiioit. J t was j)rincipally directed agaiust the negroes, and it was entirely com-
posed of white men and members of the democratic party?

Ansiver. I think it was entirely composed of members of the democratic party, of
white men ; that it was intended principally for the negroes Avho failed to work, who
were guilty of various little petty larcenies; and for any white man, whether republi-
can or democrat, who became rather a nuisance to society.

Question. And they struck Mr. Crook !

Anmcer. They frightened Mr. Crook ; they never hurt him.
Question. They put a rope around his neck ?

Answei: Yes, sir.

Question. They took him out of his house ?

Aiiswer. No, su-; he had started to move, I think, in the fall of 188S.
Question. I understood you to use this language : ''That they did it to let him know

they were out V
Ansictr. Well, I .saj^ this, that he became obnoxious to those men, from the fact that

he had been a southern man and a secessionist, had voted the secession ticket, as they
supposed, and I expect is true, for his brother was a member of the secession conven-
tion, and he himself was a large slaveholder. At the close of the war he joined the
Union League, as they supposed, for improper i)urposes. And then he had sulfered him-
self to be run by the negroes for clerk of the county, and they rather thought that he
ought not to do that; that he ought to have left that for some other person.

Question. Did they not take hinj out of the house and put a rope around his ueck?
Answer. Y'es, but not out of his house; they took him out of the house where he was

6topi)ing.

Question. Did they swing him itp ?

Answer. O, no, not that 1 ever heard.
Question. Did they i)ermit him to dress himself before they carried him out of the

house ?

Answer. I do not remember about that ; I am rather inclined to think that they did
not.

Question. Was he a man of character, connected with good families?
J /(.steer. Yes, sir; he was connected with good families in the county.
Queslio)i. tlis only ott'ense was that he was elected hy the republicans of the county

to the clerkship of the countj', and the charges made against him as to joining the
republican party ?

Answer. And his affiliating rather too much with the negroes.
Question. To secure his election ?

Answer. I do not know for what.
Question. You say it was for the purpose of letting him know they were out, and that

he must trim his sails accordingly ; what do you mean by that ?

Answer. 1 suppose it was that he should not do anything in his office outside of what
he legally ought to.

Question. Did you understand that they meant that he must stop leading the re-

publicans, and organizing them ?

Answer. Of course I was only giving my opinion, for I do not know what their

object w.^s. I was saying I could not see why they did it, unless it Avas to prevent his

mixing up too much with the Union League down there. We did not know so much
about republicans then ; it was rather the Union League. The Union League was
rather regarded as an organization agaiust the southern people, for the purpose of

having lauds coutiscated and being in opposition to real southern men. They did not
believe that a man whose property had consisted so largely in slaves who had been
emancipated, should have thrown himself immediately into the arms of the people who
had freed our negroes ; that he ought not to have joined that party, and ought not to

have run for office, because the people down there thought it was rather forcetl upon us.

Question. Was it not the fact that a southern man who had been a large slave-owner,

and had high connections, and was himself a man of chai-acter, intelligence, and stand-

ing, would be a most efficient leader in the rexmblican party ?

Answer. He is not that character of man who would make a i^romiuent leader.

Question. Was not his name and acts there of considerable service to the party ?

Answer. No, sir, I do not think they were ; he was a very good farmer, and attended
closely to his business, and was one who made his slaves work close up ; he got all

the labor out of them that he could possibly get.

Question. He was a resolute, energetic man ?

Answer. Y^es, sir.
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Question. A man of sense ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
good, practical farmino; sense.

Question. How many cases do yoir know of where negroes have disguised themselves
in your county, and gone out and attacked some of their own color ; more thaii one V

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many times have they done that?
Ansicer. I am trying to recollect. I know of two cases where I have appeared for

negroes on two different occasions, where it was said that they appeared in disguise
;

and at the last term of the court there were three
Question. Do you mean two separate cases ?

Answer. Yes, sir. At the last term of the court there three were indicted nnder the
statute against Ku-Klux, but we got them off. You see it is a penitentiai-y offense ; we
got them off on that. ^Ve got a new trial, and thej^ found them guilty of assault and
battery, and tined them five hundred dollars.

QueMion. There was no difficulty in identifying these negroes ?

Answer. There was some, but still the proof was sufficient; the negroes swore right
out that they were the ones.

Question. There was no great difficulty in identifying them ?

Ansiver. There was difficulty.

Qiumtion. Did tijey identify \hem?
Answer. Tlie negro that was Avhipped identified them.
Question. Were they in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How is it that you can identify negroes when they commit these offenses
in disguise, and you cannot identify white men that do so ?

Ansicer. No white man identified them. A negro swears right iffump out that it is

so ; he will swear almost anything to carry his point. Thej' so swore in this case. I
do not know whether the negroes were guiltj- or not. I am rather inclined to think
they were, although I defended them.

Question. I am asking how the ncyroes could identify their own color who went iu
disguise and whipped them, and do not identify white men who did so?

Ansieer. I supi)ose the white men prepared a better disguise. The negroes did not
do it up so artistically as the others.

Question. Have you ever known of disguised bands of negroes committing an outrage
upon white men in your country ?

Answer. I cannot call to mind any.
Question. Have you ever heard of any such ?

Jnsicer. 1 have heard where they were not in disguise giving our people a pretty
good thrashiug.

Question. You mean in an open fight?
Answer. Yes, sir ; a tair open fight, and we never interrnpti-d them for it.

Question. You said you had known of one instance where a negro who had voted the
democratic! ticket g<»t into a fight about it, and was whipped V

Answer. That was in our town.
Queslioit. Have you known of any other instance than that?
Answer. Tiiat i.s the only one. A blacksmith there is always coming to me and saying

they were going to wliip him for something of that sort.

Question. You say you think there were from fifty to seventy-five negroes iu your
couuty who voted the democratic ticket ?

Answer. That is, at the last election ; so I have understood.
Question. Have you ever known a negro to attack and abuse a white man for voting

the democratic ticket ?

Ansioer. No, sir.

Question. Did you ever know them to make any effort to keep white meu from voting
the democratic ticket?

AnsuHT. No, sir; 1 never heard of any case of that sort in the State of Alabama.
Question. Do you believe that a negro in your county wlio votes the democratic

ticket is safer from these attacks than one who votes the republican ticket?
Answer. No, he is not safer, where both work well and behave tln;mselves. Ifho"

votes the democratic ticket and turns out to be thieving and committing depredations
of that sort, I think they would come down upon him more severely proljal)ly, because
they would think his nmtive for voting th«i democratic ticket was rather a bad one.

Question. JJut suppose they thought his motive in voting the democratic ticket was a
good one ?

Answa: Then, if he committed a theft, if he killed hogs, stole chickens, or stole com,
they would punish him; no doubt about that.

Question. Is there any difficulty m convicting negroes before the courts for doing
thes»e things ?

Answer. We have got a great many of them clear upon technicalities. I am satisfied

the uegro has a fair trial.
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Question. Tliere is uo indisposition to convict liim ?

Jiiswer. No, sir. Tlic jK'opk-. tliere have given them fair trials, and have acquitted
a great many who ought to have been t'onnd giiilty ; hut I do not know that they have
ever found one guilty who was innocent. The uegro has a fair showing in our section
of the country.

Qucstio7i. Have you negroes upon your juries ?

Answey. The clerks and sheriffs and judges of prohate ai'e republicans ; they have ap-
pointed negroes upon our juries, but the judge invariably discharges them ; he does
uot believe that they are conipeteut.

Question. They do not sit upon juries in your county ?

Ansicer. In our county they never have, but they have in the couuty below—in Tal-
ladega.

Question. Is your judge a republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He sets them aside upon the ground that they are incompetent ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You have no difficulty in convicting a negro for these little petty thefts, if

guilty?
Atisiver. None in the world.

,
Question. Then what can be the necessity for this extreme mode of liroceeding again.st

them for these little thefts ?

Answer. None, only that I suppose these men who belong to this organization do
not wish to take the trouble of having the matter investigated in court when they can
attend to it so easily.

Question. Is there not danger of their punishing an innocent man sometimes ?

Answer. O, yes, and they ought not to do it.

Question. Do you believe they have ever punished an innocent man ?

Answer. I have never heard of their punishing an innocent man.
Question. Do you know that all they have punished have been punished for crimes

they have been guilty of ?

Answer. The punishments have not been great in our section of the country.
Question. Have there been many thefts, &c. ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they do uot punish for every theft. I want you to understand
that these Ku-Klux are not in all parts of the couuty, or all over the county, only in
certain diff'erent neighborhoods. Pr<jbably in the two counties next to us, I have
never heard of the klaus being there ; it is only now and then they sjiring up.

Question. They select whom they will punish for offenses ; they do not punish all ?

Ansicer. I hear of now and then one.
Question. Is thei-e not a general terror of the Ku-Klux among the colored people

there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know whether colored pcojile have slejit out of their houses on
account of them ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think that is so.

Question. Is there not a great deal of clamor among the white people about the
negroes voting and getting control of the State by being allowed to vote ?

Answer. No, sir; there is uot much said about that subject. I think that upon prin-
ciple a majority of the white people of the State are oi)posed to negroes voting; they
think the ballot is unsafe in tlieir hands, from the fact that they are incompetent, and
do not know what they are voting for; they think that their persons and property are
unsafe in the hands of ignorant men who have the ballot ; a great many believe that.

Question. Do not the negroes understand very well that these bands are made up of
democrats ?

Answer. I do not think the negroes understand that. They just call them all Ku-
Klux ; they do not know what party they belong to ; they do not know much about
democracy.

Question. Yon think these operations had no eff'ect in keeping the negroes from
voting at the last election ?

Answer. K^ot in our section ; I am satisfied it did not ; I do not think a negro was
kept from the polls.

By Mr. Coburn :

Question. Do you consider Marion and Fayette Counties in the district you have
heen testifying about '?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Your testimony would not apjily to any outrage committed over in Marion
and Fayette Counties ?

Ansicer. No, sir'; my testimony is confined to the northeast portion of the State
adjoining Georgia.

(Juestion. You have mentioned the i)atrol several times ; that is an institution pecu-
liar to the South '?
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Aiimcci: Yes, sir.

Question. Give us 'a description of wbut the patrol used to be.

Answer. Before the war ?

Qticsiion. Yes.

Answer. Before the war they were racu selected by the justices of the peace in pre-

cincts, whose duty Vi was to visit uegi'o quarters and chastise, not to exceed thirty-

nine lashes, any negio caught ofl' the premises of his master without a permission in

writing
;
probably after a time it got down to fifteen lashes ; and they went from one

house to another.
Question. What time did they perform that duty ?

Answer. At night invariably.
Question. How many were there in a locality or iiei};»hborhood ?

Answer. Prolxxbly there would be two companies, six in each company, with a cap-

tain, confined to a precinct of say ten miles square ; hardly that, say six. miles.

Question. Were they paid ?

Answer. No, sir; they were not paid.

Question. Was it a voluntary system ? ,

Answer. No, sir ; the justice had the right to appoint any one.

Question. That duty was compulsory ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How often did they go around ?

Answer. Well, in some sections of the country they would go around once a week,
then sometimes they would not go more than once a month ; I think they were required
probably to gt) around once a month.

Question. You have said that these Ku-Klux were i^erhaps the successors of the
patrols f

Anstver. Yes, sir ; that is what I believe.

Question. Now as to the manner in which these Ku-Ivlux operate ; do they inflict

punishment in the same way ?

Answer. Yes, sir. It seems to me that the whipping has been confined principally to

colored men, but now and then they whip a white man, but these white men are

invariably the scum of society. It is no use to call them i-epublicans or democrats.

They are hardly much; just the mere scum of society, and would i)erhaps vote the
democratic ticket as soou as the republican ticket. They pick out such a man as that

and give him a genteel thrashing.

Question. With what do they whip them?
Answer. I do not know ; I suppose just with a switch or a leather strap.

Question. Who pn'scril)es the punishment, and iu<licates what it shall be?
Answer. I do not know. There seems to be one man along who does the whipping.
Question. Did the evideuce in the investigation show tliat they had any rules by

which they operated?
Answer. The evidence in the Paytoua investigation .showed that they traveled

around near this ])lace, Ladiga, u]) and down the creek, and visited some four or five

liousfs Iheii', within i)robably two years; that they had taken out a white boy and
whipix-d him, and 1 thiidc one other band whipped a negro.

(Jue'ition. I am not askiug for instances of outrages?

Answer. Do you want to know how it was done '/

Question. I am askiug whether they have any regulations or rules?

Answer. I <lo not know about that.

QiKstion. 4iav(' tluy any officers?

Answer. I do not know, only that I heard that there was an officer called the oflQcer

of the night, or something in that way, who seemed to control them just the same as

the captain of the patrol of the night.

Question. Did the evidence show that they had passwords, grips and signs?
Answer. Force said they had. The evidence there by the various witnesses showed

that they were controlled l)y means of a whistle.

Question. You said sometliing about rules; that they had rules to whip and not to

murder; do you not think tiny have rules of that kind?
Answa: N(), sir ; I do not think I said any such thing. I think their object was more

to whip than to murder.
Question. Did they ever murder?
Ansu-er. Only in tliat instance.

(iui.stion. Do you not know, as a matter of fact, that t«Iicy have committed various

innider.s ?

Answer. Only in that instance, in that Paytona aftair.

Question. Have you not hearil that ovt^r in Fayette County, within the last three

weeks, they have niurdered three colored women ?

Answer. No, sir, I never heard of that in my life.

(Question. Have you not In aid that in various states of the Union they have mur-
dered more than one hundred people ?
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Answer. I have heard through the newspapers that they have murdered people ; hut

I do not believe all that I see iu the papers.

QuesUo7i. Do you not believe, as miich as you believe in the existence of anything you
have not seen, that there have been divers murders committed by the organization in

the Southern States?
Answer. I am inclined to think that there have been, but I have no reliable informa-

tion about it ; but there being so much in the papers, some of it I suppose must bo

true ; but I do not know of any in the State of Alabama except this Paytona affair.

Question. Do you not believe there have been a great many other murders in Ala-

bama ?

Answer. I know there have been a great numy men killed there.

Question. By disguised bands?
Answer. I think there have been some others, besides those hung at Paytona,

murdered by disguised men.
Question. You stiy you limit your testimony to the community in which you live?

Answer. I wish that to be understood, to have all that I have said confined to the

section of country in which I reside, to five or six counties. I do not pretend to know
what occurs in Fayette, Winston, and Morgan, and all those counties over there.

Question. There is some testimony about the number of Klans iu your county. I do

not know whether you said that the evidence disclosed the number of Klans ?

Ansiver. No, sir, I do not know. Force once said that there was a large number, but

I do not pretend to know. I do not think he knows, nor Johnson, the man from whom
he received his information.

Question. You said the purpose of these Klans was to keep the negroes from swearing

to lies ?

Answer. If you understood the negro character

Question. What is the presumption down there as to the negro swearing?

Answer. The presumption is that the negroes cannot tell the truth
;

it is almost im-

possible for them to tell the truth ; as to swearing, they have no great regard for an

oath, with a few exceptions. When they have become a little intelligent, have been

raised as body-servants, probably then they have some pride about them, and know
the nature of an oath ; but the great mass of the negroes down South really do not

know the nature of an oath, and do not care.

Question. You think that is a more effectual way of making them tell the truth than

to ijunish them in court according to law ?

Answer. What I mean is that the Ku-Klux will be such a terror to the negro that he

will not do anything that is bad.

Question. And iu addition to that, he regards that as a prompt and speedy way of

punishment, and it will have more effect than to wait the slow process of the law ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he knows what that means ; but as for lying in jail six months, he

would not care nuich about that.

Question. That is a remedy for perjury, thieving, and all that sort of thing ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
. .

Question. Another difBculty complained of iu that section of the countr-y is m regard

to collecting taxes, and in regard to frauds upon the revenue. Did this Klau ever assist

the Government in that matter?
Answer. Not that ever I heard of.

Question. You never heard of that?
Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of it.

,

Question. Did they ever assist the Government in protecting the mail routes ?

Ansive): No, sir ; but the democratic party down there have been very anxious to

give the Government all the assistance they could, because there has been a great

deal of thieving going on, and they have suffered ; the democratic party is right for the

Government there;. If the democratic party is the Klan down there, they have given

the Government all the assistance in their power.

Question. You have said something about a white man and a negro getting into a

controversy about some matter, and that if the negro was forward and saucy, the white

man would slap him ?

Ansiver. Yes sir, tbey might do that.

Question. Suppose the negro did the slapping?

Ansu'er. If he did he would just get scissors ; he would not be punished before the

court, but he would be pitched into at once outside of the court.

Question. They would not tolerate anything of that kind?

Answer. If a negro there should come up and slap a white man, I suppose the white

man and his friends would give it to him ; though, if he were brought into court and

convicted of it, there would not bo much of a punishment for him.

Question. Tliere is a great deal of dread on the part of some peo]3le of the country of

negro equality. Do y(»u apprehend that the negroes iu that part of the country will

ever become socially the equal of the white people?

Answer. No, ; ir : that is a matter the people will regulate for themselves.
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Question. Do you think there is any danger at all of that ?

Ansiver. ^o, I do not.
Question. Do you think there is any danger of the negroes naixing much with the

whites by marriage ?

Answer. No, sir; there will have to be consideri^fjle revolution in our country before
that is done, even with the lower class of whites, or with any class.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Even without the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. Yes, sir, or with them. That class of people who reside in the South and have
never owned negroes are more bitterly opposed to social equality than slaveholders.
They hate the negro worse, aud the negro hates them worse ; the negro calls them poor
white trash.

By Mr. Cobukn :

Question. Do the negroes assert anything like superiority or even equality socially
with the white people down there ?

Answer. Not in our section of the country they do not ; I do not know about it in the
lower part of the State. On account of their mmibers thei"e they may claim some rights
there. In our section of the country the negroes have behaved remarkably well. There
is no difficulty between whites or blacks unless one or the other is drunk. When
white men get drunk sometimes they do something to the negro, and then the negro
asserts his rights, aud he is frequently protected by white men when imposed upon by
white men. But in my section of the State, so far as the negro is concerned, he has
behaved himself remarkably well.

Question. Is there such an order in existence down there as the White Brotherhood or
the Pale Faces ?

Answer. I have never heard of it until this present congressional committee met.
Question. Did this Ku-Klux business stait until the negro had the right of suffrage

allowed him ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know.
Question. He had the right of suffrage given him in 1867, under the reconstruction

acts?
Ansiccr. Yes, sir, and in our State the first time he cast a vote was in February, 18G8.

1 do not know when the Kn-Klux (!:ommenced in Alabama. We heard of it often in
Tennessee ; it existed there a h)ug time before it found its way into Alabama. After it

had got down there, I think a great many joined it on account of the novelty of the thing;
they heard a great many stories about its grotesiiue paraphernalia, and a great many
went into it out of cimosity. I am satisfied that at this time it iS dying out.

Washln'Gtox, D. C, August 3, 1871.

SAMUEL F. RICE sworn and examined.

The'CHAir.MAN, (Mr. Pool.) As this witness is from your State, Mr. Buckley, and
as you are doubtless more conversant than myself with the matters about which ho
is to testify, you had better open his examination.

By Mr. Bucicley :

Question. Please state where you reside ?

Answer. In Montgomery, Alabama.
Question. How long have you lived there ?

Answer. Since the early part of January, 1852.

Question. State what public positions, it" any, yon have held in the State of Alabama?
Anstcer. I hav(! been several times a member of the legislature of the State, having

been first a member of the House for several sessions, and afterwards a member of the
Senate. I was also the public printer of the State at one time. Afterwards I was
judge and chief justice of the supreme court of the State.

Quistion. tttatc lunv long you have practiced law in Alabama?
Answer. I liave been a jjracticing lawyer since I first went fo Alabama, which was

in the spring of 1838.

Question. You practice in the State courts and in the United States courts?
Answer. Yes, sii".

Question. Is your practice confined to any particular judicial district?
Answer. Nt), sir; I practice in a large numbir of counties of the State. My regular

practice is now in the counties adjacent to Montgomery. Formerly, befoi-e I moved
to Mcintgomery, I rcsich-d fourteeu years in the u]}\h;v country, at Talladegf^; and at
that time my practice was in that region of the State.

Question. Then you have a general acquaintance all over the State ?
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Aimver. Yes, sir, a very general acquaintance.

(Question. Your practice brings you into intercourse with people from all quarters ot

the State?
Answer. It does.

Question. From the knowledge which you have thus gained, please state to the com-

mittee the condition of your State so far as regards the execution of the laws and the

safety of property and person.
'

, t^. x, ^ • ^.i
•

The Chairm.sjx, (Mr. Pool.) It may he well to inform you, Judge Rice, that in this

examination we do not coalite a witness, as the courts do, to the statement of facts

within his own personal knowledge. Yon are at liberty to state any matters which

you have learned from information upon which you rely.

Answer. In the region of the State in which 1 practice at the present time, where

cases are actually instituted in the courts, the administration of the law is respectable,^

to say the least. But it is also proper to say that there are cases in some portions oi

the S^tate of which I have heard in which I am satislied the law cannot he adminis-

tered.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. To what kind of cases do you refer?

Answer. Cases connected with and growing out of political and party differences—

the struggles of each of the contending parties in that State for the control of its gov-

ernment,
-xj. 1 1

Question. Have you heard of any cases of whipping or other outrage committed by

men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard of such cases frequently. I have no personal knowl-

edge of any such cases, but 1 have often heard of them.

Question. In various p.'irts of the State, but not in your immediate region?

Answer. Not in my immediate region. The nearest county to Montgomery in which

I have heard of the commission of outrages of that sort is Coosa County, or the upper

part of Elmore County.
Qtiestion. Are cases qf that class difiScnlt to he adjudicated?

Answer. Trom iny understanding and belief an alibi has been proved m every case

of that kind that I have heard of where there has been an attempt to bring the accused

party to justice in the courts or before any judicial officer.

Question. Is there not also difficulty in identifying the parties when the outrages are

committed by disguised men?
Answer. Yes, sir; I understand that such a difficulty exists; but even when that

difficulty is surmounted an (ilihi is generally established.

Question. During liow long a period have you heard of cases of that sort ? How tar

back do these rumors run ? , -, , -^

Answer. About two years back, I think. Two years, Is hould say, would embrace it.

Question. Have you known any cases of that kind to be brought into the State courts

and the perpetrators of such outrages punished by the State authorities ?

Answer. I have not known of any case where they have been punished.

Question. Is there not a law in the State of Alabama giving an injured person the

right to sue and recover from the county damages. for such outrages; and have there

been recoveries from the counties?
.-. c<^ ^. ^

Answer. Where suits have been instituted against the counties under the State Jaw,

there have been a few recoveries. But the individual oifenders have not been pun-

ished. , , , . , -J?
Question. Please give us the title and date of the law under which recoveries trom

the counties have been had ?

Answei: The act was approved May "28, 1868. Its title is *• An act to suppress mur-

der, lynching, and assault and batteries."

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Please read so much of the law as relates to such cases as we are now con-

sidering. , . X ^
Answer. The tirst section of that law provides: "That, whenever m any county ot

this State any i)erson shall be assassinated or murdered by any outlaw, or person or

persons in disguise, or mob, or for past or present party affiliation or pohfical opinion,

the widow or husband of such person so murdered or assassinated, the next oi km ot

such person, shall be entitled to recover of the county in which such murder or assassin-

ation occurred the sum of $5,000 as damages for such murder or assassination, to be

distributed among them according to the laws of Alabama regulating the distribution

of the estates of intestate decedents.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Taking into consideration the tone of public sentiment prevailing i" Ala-

bama, can persons go into all parts of the State and express or advocate their political

opinions with freedom and peraonal security »
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Ansiccr. lu much tbo larger portion of the State I think any person wouhl bo safe in

doing so; but there are portions of the State in which, in my judgment, that would
not be the case.

QMcsiion. Can you name some portions of the State where you have learned of trouble
existing ?

Answer. From the best information I have, my undoubting belief is that during the
last election there were counties in Western Alabama in which a man would not have
been wife in advocating political opinions distasteful to a portion of the people. Ou
one occasion when I was speaking (and I know that%my remarks were within the
legitimate range of discussion) my own personal safety was threatened ; there was an
open proposition to take me from the stand where I was making a public speech ; and
the man who made the proposition got hold of my leg for the purpose of putting the
proposition into execution. Tbat was at Troy, in the county of Pike.

Question. Did that occur last fall ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; in the last campaign.
QKcslion. Were there any demonstrations of violence ?

Aiiiswer. A lawyer named McCaskle took hold of him. McCaskle was the first

one I noticed. He is a democratic lawyer, with whom I am acquainted, and a
personal friend. General Clanton, who was ^present at the time, and who pro-
•poimded the question the answer to which induced this proposition, was on my
right, and this man who made the proposition was ou my loft. General Clanton
came around very soon and took part with others in controlling this man who made
the assault. Tlio question wliieh General Clanton put to me was whetlior I would vote
for that negro who was a candidate on the ropublican ticket for the ofiice of secretary

of state. I answered that, believing hira to be qualilied, and kuowing lie had been
fairly nominated, and professing myself to be a ropublican, I should feel bound to

vote for him ; that it would be hypocrisy on my part, when I believed he was (lualilied

and fairly nominated, to refuse to vote ibr him because he was a negro; and that of
course I should vote for him. Wheu I said that, this man said, " Let us take him otf

the stand ;" and he caught me by the leg.

There were other interruptions of a marked character during the same discussion,

all of which General Clanton saw and heard. He and I were engaged in a discussion

at the time, he speaking on the democratic side and I on the republican side. You,
yourself, [addressing Mr. Buckley,] made a short speech on the same occasion. While
I was speaking a man, who I understood lived in Troy and was a livery-stable keeper,
cam*! along with a bpll, which I understood was used as a tavern bell, and was obtained
by lijm from the hottd. He came uj) the sidewalk, ringing the bell as if he were an
auctioneer. I tliought I understood what the purpose was; and when he got within
some ten or fifteen ieet of where I was I remarked in a good-natured way that I had
not come there to interrupt or interfere with any legitinuite business; and I asked the
crowd to excuse me from making any further remarks in the discussion till this

auctioneer got through with giviug his notice as to the time and i)larL' where his

auction would occur. Upon that, some i)ersous whom I did not know took hold of him
and carried him oti".

Question. Did lu; come up into the audience with the bell 7

Answer. He came up within ten or twelve feet of where I Avas and among the people
w'ho were listening. He rang the bell till he got withiu that distance. There were
other interruptions—cursing, anil rude, insulting remarks, such as "damneil radical,''

"damned liar,-' anil other things of that sort: remarks made so that they could be
beard by the speaki'r and by otluTS. I staid all night at the hotel in that town, and,
as yon recollect, [addressing j\lr. Ihickloy,] I was in the room which you occupied at

the hotel. A citizen of the town had come in, and we were talking, (I suppose it was
10 o'clock at night,) when near the window by which you were sitting a volley of

brickbats, or rocks, or other missiles came heavily against the house, I noticed that
the citizen who was in there at the time, after staying a while, drew out a pistol, looked
at it, cocked it, and left the room, carrying it in his hand cocked.

Qncition. Do you think ho felt ho was in jiersonal danger?
Answer. I have no doubt he felt so, from his action and from his remarks also; for he

came into the room late and evidently did not wish it known to the ])eople there that
he had been in the room. That was the impression made on my mind.

By the Chaiumax, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. Was he a republican ?

Answer. No, sir; he was a democrat, as I understood, but was impressed very favor-

ably toward the reimblican doctrines by what he heard of the speeches that day. I

never had seen him before.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did he not state to yon that he was a Douglas elector in 18G0 ?

Answer. A Douglas man, as I undeFotood. I can state further, that while I was there,
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several of the colored people, wlien tliey came into my room, told me privately tliat

they were afraid to express their opinions, and were even afraid to vote ; that they did

not'think they would go to the election ; that they thought the hazard would be too

great. I know nothing further about that than what they told me.

Question. Do you know of any instances of a similar character occurring in any other

part of the State.

Ansuer. During the same campaign, at Tuskegee, in Macon County, I was speaking

on one occasion to a pretty considerable croAvd ; the court-house was nearly full. All

the white people were near to me, aud the colored people in the further part of the

conrt-house. The different races were pretty well separated—the colored people to

themselves and the whites to themselves—the latter being in front. While I was
speaking, there were several interruptions by sounds aud noises diflicult to describe,

but exjnessive of indignation and contempt ; and that too when I had said nothing

that could justly be considered offensive. It is proper to say that I was careful in my
speeches througbont the campaign, to avoid adding to the irritation which I knew ex-

isted. I recollect that in a portion of my remarks I tried to persuade the ])eoi)le that

nnwise resistance was generally hurtful to those who made it, though their course

might be right and what they resisted might be wrong. The sounds which occurred

several times during the speaking were calculated to interfere very much with any
speaker. When I would be looking in one direction the sounds would be in another.

They all came from the white portion of the crowd.

At another place, Opelika, in Lee County, there were a great many interruptions.

I may state that at Troy there was no interruption whatever of General Clanton, so

far as I know, and I am satished there was none ; he was heard respectfully by every

portion of the crowd.
Question. Did you make a speech d^iring the campaign at Tuscumbia?
Answer. I did nuike a speech at that place. It is the residence of Governor Lindsay,

the present governor of our State, who was then a candidate. Governor Smith, Gen-

eral W^aruer, and myself were advertised to speak there on a certain day of the circuit

court. The day was a fine one, the court was in session, and a good many people were

in town. I couunenced my speech in the court-house as soon as the court adjourned.

What struck me was the exceedingly small crowd present, aud the fact that there was
not a colored person in the audience ; not one came into the court-house. I have no

idea that there were as many as fifty persons present, and those who were there were

mainly lawyers, together with the judge, aiul some few persoual acquaintances and

friends that I had there. A crowd, white aud colored, was in the street, but did not

come in. There was no violence ; no interruption was offered ; the surprising fact

was that the people appeared to stay away entirely.

Question. Did you learn what excuse was given for their staying away?
Atmcer. Well.' I jocosely remarked to a democrat, whom I had known for many

years, that they si'enud to have their brother democrats up in that country under

pretty good coiitnl, when they would not even hear a republican speech. He said

that that was the right way to do it. I asked some of the colored men how it hap-

pened that republican speakers, after behig advertised to speak in that town, should

not be able to get a solitary one of the colored race present to hear the speaking.

They said they were very anxious to attend, but were afraid ; that they believed it

wasnot safe for them to do so.

The next town at which we spoke was Florence, a town some six or eight miles, I

believe, across the T.nnessee River. At the speaking in Florence I saw several of the

colored peoi)le whom I had met in Tuscumbia the uay before. They attended the

meeting at Florence, but said they were afraid to attend that at Tuscumbia.

Question. Did yon ever before make a republican speech in that State when there

was no colored person present ?

Answer. No, sir ; I never saw such a thing as that anywhere. I never knew an

instance where, if cohered people were near by and knew there was to be republican

speaking, there was not a single one in attendance.
_

Question. Do you know of any difficulties having occurred in public speaking in the.

western part of the State ? ^ -
*

Ansuer. Only from information ; I have no personal knowledge. I heard Governor

Smith's account of disturbances there, and the accounts of severj^l others, whom I be-

lieve to be truthful men.
Question. Do you refer to the riot at Eutaw ?

Answer. I refer to the disturbances at Eutaw and also at Livingston. The occur-

rence at Livingston, Sumter County, was the day before the outbreak at Eutaw.

Question. Did you hear that the United States district attorney attempted to .speak

at Bruudidge and could notf
Answer. 1 heard hiiu speak of that himself. My recollection of his account of it is,

that when he arrived there they gave him to understan<l that he had better not speak
;

he undertook to argue and reason with them, aud there was a division among those

who were opposing his speaking. Finally, as I think he states, one of them said to
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liini that he could speak, but the idpa ^vas implied that he Tvould do so at his peril.

From all the indications he was satisfied that his speaking Avould lead to violent

results ; and he did not speak because of the impression made upon him by the crowd
that he could not be heard w ithout endangering the public peace and creaiiug dis-

turbance.
Question. I invite your attention to a question and answer iu the testimony of General

James H. C'lauton :
«

" Question. Is there freedom of speech iu your State at present to all persons of aU
political parties?

" Answer. No, sir ; there is freedom of speech for republicans, white and black, and for

white democrats ; but there is none for colored democrats."
Have you heard of any democrats being interfered with in any way, either for voting

the democratic ticket or for making democratic speeches f

Ansicir. I heard that several years ago, while the United States military forces were
in our State, Geueral Crittenden, I think, being in command, there was a public meet-
ing at which a colored man from Tennessee made a speech that resulted in a disturb-

ance on the part of the colored people. I heard of that ; I was not there. That is the

only case of the kind I ever heard of.

Question. In what year was that?
Answer. I really cannot fix the year. It was at least two or three years ago. I am

satisfied it was while Geueral Crittenden was in command of the military.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. Was the colored man making a democratic speech?
Answer. Yes, sir; a colored man from Tennessee, whose name, I think, was Williams.

That is what 1 heard ; I was not present.

Question. Me atteni])ted to make a democratic sp^-ech ?

Answer. Yes, sir. That was several years ago. I know of several colored men about
Montgomery who are democrats, and 1 have never known of their being interrupted or

interfered with at all. I know there is one there now in the service of some otficers at

the State-liouse. Caesar Shorter, I think, is the name they call him; 1 believe he used

to belong to Governor Shorter. He has been known anu^ng democrats and republicans,

white and colored, as a democrat. Levi Floyd is another colored democrat, lb- was
a while at the State-house. I have myself heard him make democratic speeches with-

out interruption. The instance 1 have mentioned as occurring several years ago is tho

only case of the kind I ever heard of I know several colored men who are well

known to be democrats, and I have never known or heard of any inti;riereiice with
them. I meet them otten, and I see the colored people meet with them. I do not sec

that the treatment extended to them difiers irom the treatment extended to colored

people who are; republicans.

Bp Mr. Brciii.r.Y:

Question. What effect do you think the riot at Eutaw lavSt fall had on the republican

vote of that county ?

Answer. What I may say on that point is, of course, only a matter of opinion; but I

do not entertain a donl)t about the efiect which that riot had. I base my opinion upon
what I heard as occurring there, as well as on a comparison of the results of tho elec-

tion in that i)art of the State with the results in my own portion of the State.

Question. Comiiared, for instance, with the county of Uowndes?
Answer. Yes, sir, or Jlontgomery. I know there was no jtortion of the State in whicli

the contest on the part of the democrats was, within legitimate bounds, conducted
with m(>re eiuTgy and ability than it was iu and around Montgomery. The central

democratic committee had Montgomery as their hea<lquarters. General Clauton, a
very efficient, eiu-rgetic, and infiuential man, resides there. He was indefatigable in

his efforts. No man, I think, ever ac(|uitted himself with more credit in lal)oring for an
organization of tliat kind than h<' dicl. lie is a man of extensive acquaintance—a mau
having a great nuuilxn of personal friends. By him and i»y all the other leading demo-
crats of that region every legitimate political agency for securing success was brought

•into iTciuisition. No c-xtraoriliuary violence or outrage was resijrted to so far as I know.
The result in Montgomery, as well as in Lowndes. Bullock, and Barbour—largo coun-

ties—was eminently favorablj' to the republicans in spite of the powerful ell'orts which
had been made by the ablest democrats in the State to make an impression upon tho

repullican voters.

Question. In thns(^ counties yon increased the republican vote ?

Answer. We either held our own or increased our vote. But iu Western Alabama,
where 1 feel certain that the democrats, if they confined themselves within legitimato

bounds, luul not advantages equal to those of the democrats in the jjortion of the

State where I reside, there was an immeiist', an extraordinary, an uiipreee<lented fall-

ing otf in tlu^ reiiublicau vote, which, so liir as I know, canaot be accounted for except

by attributing it to intimidation resulting from the demonstrations m.-wle iu that jiart

of the .State, at Kutaw and Livingston, and other demonstratious of violence and out-

rage toward those who adhered firmly to the republican party.
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Question. Then I infer you do not agree ^ith Governor Lindsay in this statement

which appears in his testimony

:

. .

"Now, I am positively informed, and so believe, that the riot at Eutaw injured us

in Greene County not fewer that live hundred votes."

He says again :

"I au'i satisfied that the majority for the democratic ticket in Greene County would

have been five hundred more had the riot not occurred."

Ansucr. I think that any opinion of that kind is utterly incredible and irrational ;
I

do not think it has a particle of ground, either in fact or in reason.

Question. What do you think would have been the result of the last State election

had every one felt free to vote as he desired ?

Atisiuer. I think there would have been a large republican majority in the State. I

am perfectly convinced that a large majority of the legal voters of Alabama were then,

and are now, of the republican faith.

Question. Were you in Montgomery at the time Governor Smith filed a bill to obtain

an injunction staying a declaration of the result of the election for governor until the

legislature could provide by law for a contest ?

Amuwr. No, sir ; I was not there when the bill was filed ; I was attending court either

in Barbour or Eussell County. I got home a few days after the bill had been framed,

and after it had been submitted to a circuit judge for an injunction. He had refused

the injunction ; and then the bill had been handed to a supremo court judge. Under

our law it could not go to a supreme court judge until it had first been presented to a

circuit judge or chancellor, and refused by him. The bill was in the hands of the

supreme court judge when I got liome. At that time Governor Smith stated to me that

he had commenced a suit, and asked me if I would take part with his other counsel,

White and Parsons, in the management of the case for him.

(2"es/(07i. Did von become one of the counsel ?

Ans\rer. Yes, sir; I was 'employed under those circumstances. The lull was imme-

diately sent for, before it had been acted on by the judge. Governor Smith said he

wished to know my opinion whether it was good in law, and could be sustained. I

examined the bill carefully, and had not a doubt then upon investigation, nor have I

ever had, nor have I now, about the right of Governor Smith to the injunction applied

for and obtained in the case.
i -x x- xi o ^

Quesiiou. Was the injunction against the supreme legislative authority ot the State

government, as has been stated here several times in evidence, or was it against a min-

isterial officer performing a ministerial duty ?
. . 1

Ansu-er. There has been a total misrepresentation of the bill and the prmciple on

-which it rested. The bill was not for an injunction upon the legislature. Nothing of

the sort was souoht or asked for ; no idea of that kind was entertained by those who

framed or sustained the bill. That bill, as filed by Governor Smith, asserted in sub-

stance that he was, and had been for some time past, the governor ol the State
;
that

he had been a candidate for reelection ; that Eobert Lindsay was the opposing candi-

date and that William H. Smith had, in fact, been reelected, but that by force, traud,

intimidation, and other unlawful means, the returns of the election, as made by

the returning officers to the secretary of State, showed a small majority in lavor ot

Lindsav, and a'>-ainst Governor Smith, whereas, in truth and m fact. Governor Smith

had been reelected, and but for this fraud, intimidation, and unlawiul yiolence the

returns would have shown that he was reelected. He stated further in his bill that

Lindsay was insolvent. The bill was framed upon the idea of invoking an nijnnction

to prevent irreparable injury to one who was in possession- of property and claimed .

title to it.

By Mr. Blair :

0«cs/io«. Do you consider that office property down there?
• , i ,

Answer An office is a public trust ; but, although it is a public trust, it is clearly the

private propertv of the incumbent. The authorities for this position are found m
Warmock vs. Holloway, 2 Alabama Reports. An office is as much private property as

a hat or a coat or any other property.
, . „

Question. What bearing had Lindsay's insolvency upon the question .'

Answer. I will state the bearing which it had upon the question. In many cases you

are not entitled to an injunction, (which is a preventive remedy,) unless you show that

irreparable injury will result to you iu the absence of an injunction. Ihe injunction

is to prevent the irreparable injury. Now, Governor Smith in filing that bill says in

substance : "1 am in possession of the office rightfully and legally ; I am reelected to

it lawfully and properly; but, by fraud, intimidation, and violence, the returns ot tBe

election have been made to bear a complexion against me by a small inajonty.' He

says further, that under a provision of the constitution of the State a ministerial duty

is assigned to the presiding officer of the senate in refereuce to these returns made to

the secretary of state ; that is, to open and publish them in the presence of the majority

of both branches of the general assembly. 'Now, the theory of the bill was this: 11 this

32
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miuisterial duty, assigned by the constitution to the presiding officer of the senate—
that is, the opening and publishing of these returns—is i)erformed by hiui, it will be-l

entered upon the journals of the two houses, and there will be a jfrima facie right or
'

title in favor of Lindsay, which will enable him to get temporary possession of this

office. This will certainly be so, because, under the circumstances, there can be no
contest of the election of governor except before a joint convention of the two houses,

and that cannot be had until after a law has been passed providing for it ; and no law
of that kind has ever been passed. Goverilor Smith's bill stated substantially, " I have
no remedy at law to make a contest. I lose the temporary possession of this office, to

which I a'm lawfully entitled, if this ministerial duty assigned by the constitution to

this officer is allowed to be performed by him ; he will dispossess me temporarily of the

office, the salary of which is $4,000 a year. This insolvent claimant will pocket the

salary for the time he holds possession ; and though I may afterward establish my title

to tlie office with perfect clearness, I never can get otit of the pocket of this insolvent
'

the money which he will, have di'awn in the mean time, during his possession of the

office. To that extent I shall be irreparably iiijured." On that theory Governor Smith
called upon the chancellor to say, " Hold things as they are

;
prevent the performance

of this ministerial duty until the legislati^re shall pass a law, as the constitution

requires them to do, prescribing the manner of conducting the contest of an election

for governor.-'
Question. Do you not think that if Governor Smith had established his right to that

office, his right would have related back to the time when his other oflicial term
expired, and that he would have been entitled to bis salary, no matter whether it had
been drawn by Lindsay or not?

Answer. The view which your question implies is partly right and partly wrong. I

know that the right of Governor Smith, when established, would have related back to

the beginning of the official term ; but if, in the mean time, Lindsay had been iu the

office and drawn the salary according to law. Governor Smith could not have drawn
it from the treasury again. Hence, his only chance under the law of the land to obtain

the salary for that portion of the official term, would be for Governor Smith to sue

Lindsay for the recovery of money had and received.

Question. Then the practice iu Vour State is different from what it is anywhere else.

A successful contestant for a seat in Congress draws pay from the beginning of the
official term.

Ansico: That results from the exercise by the legislature of its legislative jwwer. A
legislative body has, in such a matter, a discretion, which cannot be claimed by a court

of justice. The legislature of Alabama, I admit, might have passed, if they had chosen
to do so, an act giving Governor Smith his salary for the time for which Lindsay had
pocketed the money while he held possession of the office. I admit, the legislature

nught have done so.

By the Ciiaiuji.vx, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Would not that.have resulted in a loss to the State?
Answer. That wtmld have involved a loss to the State. Lindsay and Smith would-

both have been paid for one and the same period of time. liut, mark you. Governor
Smith, if he established his right to the office, had a tixcd legal right to the salary,

which did not depend on whether the legislature passed an act allowing it to him or

not.
_

•

By Mr. Bx^vik:

Question. As a matter of law, if he established his right, that right related back to a
certain date?

Ansicer. Certainly.
Question. He was^ entitled then, as a matter of law, to the salary for the whole term

;

and if in the mean time the proper paying ofticer of the State had allowed Lindsay to

draw his salary, was not that officer, if any one, responsible for paying the wrong man f

Ansifcr. No, .sir; the law is directly the reverse. If the returns had been opened and
publishi'd, and Lindsay had been entered on the journals as elected, and afterward had
drawn upon the proper officer for his salary, and that proper officer had refused to pay
it, Lindsay could, by m.andamus, have compelled him to pay it.

Mr. Bi.Aii!, I know he could.

WnxKss. If the officer had paid him, with or without a mandamus, Lindsay's receipt

for the salary would have been a complete discharge of the State officer who paid it,

and a complete discharge of the liability of the State, whether to Smith or anybody
else. I desire to say again that the injunction was not against the legislature, but was
against the ])residing officer of the Senate, to prevent him from periorming iho minis-

terial duty assigned to him by section '.'> of article 5 of the State comstitutiou, which
reads as lollows:

"Tlie returns of every election for the officers named in the preceding section shall

be sealed up and transmitted to the seat of government by the returning officers,
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directed to the presiding officer of tbe senate, who, during the first week of the session,

shall oi)en and publish the same in the presence of a majority of the members of the

oreueral assembly. The person having the highest number of votes shall be declared

Suly elected ; but if two or more shall be the highest and e(iual in votes for the same

office, one of them shall be chosen by the joint vote of both houses. Contested elections

for executive offices shall be determined by both houses of lUe general assembly in such

manner as shall be prescribed by law."

Now, this injunction of Governor Smith'was simply to restrain the presiding officer

of the senate from performing this ministerial duty of opening and publishing the

returns in the presence of the two houses. The object was by the injunction to hold

things in the condition in which they were before the opening and publishing of the

returns, until a law could be passed which never bad been—the law required by that

section—prescribing the manner in which the contest for an executive office should be

carried on. We have no law of that kind ; that part of the constitution is not self-

executing, and it has not been executed by the legislature, as is shown in the bill.

The injunction was granted at the instance of one in possession of property—private

property. Although an office is a public trust, yet it is the private property of the

incumbent, as much so as any other property which is capable of ownership, and it can

be protected precisely to the same extent and by the same rules of law by which the

possessor of any other kind of property may protect it ftoui irreparable injury.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Have you authorities in support of that position?

Ansivei: There are authorities in abundance ; and if Ihad had any idea that I was to be

examined on this point I would have brought them here.

The Chair:\lvn, (Mr. Pool.) There is no authority to the contrary. The principle

is laid down in Blackstone.
Witness. No ; there are no opposing authorities. If this bad been any other kind

of property than a public office there never would have been any misconception about

it, unless it might have grown out of that blinding effect which party prejudice pro-

duces sometimes on the best of us.

The bill of Governor Smith was not designed to try the title to the office, but simply

to protect Governor Smith's possession and enjoyment of the office against irreparable

iujurv until the title to the office could be legally tried. In the case of Warmock vs.

HolloVay, 2 Alabama Eeports, it is declared (I quote the decision from memory) that—

"An office is as much a species of property as anything that is capable of being

owned; and conflicting claims thereto are determinable by the same rules and upon

the same principles as any other contests about rights to any other property."

By Mr. Bl,air:

Question. You have said that this bill alleged, among other things, that the election

was carried by fraud. Was any evidence of fraud ottered before'the court?

Answer. An"^application for ari injunction in our State is always ex parte. No evi-

dence whatever is adduced, except that the bill lor the injunction is sworn to. After

the injunction is granted
Question. The prayer of the bill was to enjoin the presiding officer of the senate

Answer. From opening and publishing the returns until the further order of the

chancery court. It was a temporary injunction.

Question. Then what did you propose to do?
Answer. It was proposed to hold things precisely as they were, Smith in possession,

until a law should be passed by the legislature prescribing the manner in which the

contest should be conducted, and to force Lindsay either to make the contest, or to

have some step taken in reference to the chancery suit that would bring it to a hearing

or trial. As to the proof, it is open always to the defendant in an injunction suit to

move, either in vacation or in term time,' for the dissolution of the injunction, upon

giving ten days' notice, and filing an answer.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)

Questum. Ujon a motion to dissolve an injunction, facts are alleged controverting

the allegations of the original bill ?

Ansu-er. A motion to dissolve can be made on the answer alone.

Question. But a motion to dissolve is made on an answer controverting the allega-

tions of the original bill, and that is the proper stage for proof?

Answei: The defendant, if he denies all the allegations of the bill outright, is

entitled to a dissolution of the injunction before any proof is taken. After giving ten

days' notice he can move to dissolve for Avant of equity or for want of jurisdiction,

or upon the denials in his own answer.
^ , , •,, ,

Question. Did Governor Lindsay file an answer to the allegations ot the biU !

Answer. No, sir. Governor Lindsay -was not made a party to that bill, and it was

not necessary
. i -n

»

question. Did any one tile an answer denying the allegations ot the billT
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Answer. No, sir. The presiding officer of the senate was the sole party defendant,
and he never filed any answer.
This prayer for an injunction was made and granted. Now what was done ? While

that injunction was in full force, the friends of Governor Lindsay, as it was said, and
I believe it to be true, procured a circuit judge, J. Q. Saiitli, who was then holding the
regular term of the circuit court at Selma, to leave his court there and come to
Montgomery, where there were one or two or more circuit; judges ; and when he came
to Montgomery thej' instituted a sunmiary proceeding authorized by our statute.

By Mr. Blair :

Qvesiion. But prior to that had not the vote been declared ?

Aifswet: I will answer that question directly. Here is the statute under which that
proceeding was instituted : •

"In all cases in which it is not otherwise expressly provided, when any office is

vacated, except by the death of the incumbent, all books, papers, property, and money
belonging and appertaining to such office must, on demand, be delivered over to hi.s

qualified successor; and every person violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor,
and on conviction thereof must be fined not less than two hundred dollars.

"If any person refuses or neglects, after demand made, to deliver over any books,
paper, or jjroperty as required in the preceding section, his successor may make
complaint thereof to the judge /of the circuit, or judge of probate of the county in

which the person refusing resides ; and if such judge is satisfied by the oath of the
complainant, and such other evidence as may be oftered, that any such books, paper,
or property are withheld, he luiist grant an order requiring the i)ersou so refusing to

show cause before him, on a day and at a place named in such order, why he should
Dot be compelled to deliver the same."
As I am informed and believe, the friends of Governor Lindsay procured J. Q. Smith,

circuit judge, to leave the court he was holding at Selma, and come to Montgomery,
where there was at least one circiiit judge, if not more, at the time ; and before him
Governor Lindsay instituted the proceeding.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Was Montgomery in Judge Smith's circuit ?

Answer. Yes, sir. He was a judge of the circuit in which Montgomery is; but he
was at the time holding court iu another county. After he came to Montgomery, a
proceeding was instituted under the statute I have just read, iu the name of Lindsay,
to recover from Smith the books, papers, and paraphernalia of the office of governor.
The notice was given to Governor Smith in the forenoon of a particular day ; and the
frial was set for that afternoon about 3 o'clock. When we went into that trial I

objected to the jurisdiction of Judge J. Q. Smith over this case, upon the plain words
of the statute, wliich are these :

" If any ])erson refuses or neglects after demand made to deliver over any books,
}tapers, or ])roperty as required iu the ]jreceding section, his successor may make com
plaint thereof to the judge of the circuit or the judge of probate of the county in

•which the person refusing resides."

Tl)e complaint of Lindsay alleged that he was the qualified successor of Governor
Smith ; that he had made a demand upon him for the books, papers, and paraphernalia
of the office of governor ; that Smith had refused to deliver the same. The bill did
jiot allege that Governor Smith lived in that county. The fact was notorious to Judge
J. Q. Smith, as it was to all other i)arties concerned, that William II. Smith, the gov-
ernor, did not then reside, and never had resided, iu Montgomery County ; but, iu fact,

resided-in a distinct county, called Randolph. The jurisdiction is confined, as will be
seen by reference to the statute, to the judge of the circuit iu which the person
refusing resides.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. Had not Governor Smith resided iu Montgomery during all the time he was
governor?

Answer. There was no law requiring the governor to reside at the capital ; he was
there frequently ; but he retaiued his family residence uniuteiruptedly in Randolph
County ; his family remained there, and he had no residence iu Montgomery.

By Mr. Buckley :

Qucslion. Is Randolph in another judicial circuit ?

Answer. Yes, sir; another one entirely ; neither the one in which Smith was holding
court, nor the one for which he was elected. In that respect there was a plain and
palpable usurpation of jurisdiction.

By Mr. Blair :

Qnt^lion. Could the case be appealed?
Answer. I suppose it could ; I will not say " appealed ;

'" it was revisable.
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Question. Was any attempt ever made to revise the action of Judge Smith ?

Answer. No, sir; it was never finally decided before him; but he overruled promptly
the objection to the jurisdiction. He heard us on that question, but promptly, after

we were through, decided that ho had jurisdiction ; and he required the personal
presence of Governor Smith in court. He said he would not hear an application for

continuance or any other application till Governor Smith was present ; and he allowed
thirty minutes for me to get Governor Smith there. I went to the capitol, and iu

thirty minutes Governor Smith came down.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Did the judge have a right to require the personal presence of a party in

such a proceeding as that?
Ansiver. None in the world. It was purely a civil proceeding; and no judge has the

right to require pexsonal presence iu a purely civil suit except it be a proceeding for

contempt. But he required the personal attendance of the governor ; and the gov-
ernor came. From these rulings of the judge and other plain indications, Governor
Smith and his counsel were perfectly satisfied that the case was prejudged, and that
J. Q. Smith would decide it against Governor Smith* no matter what might be the proof
or the law. In that state of things, without my knowledge, the subject of a compro-
mise or settlement grew up between Governor Smith and General Pettus, who was one
of Governor Lindsay's lawyers. That negotiation resulted in a compromise.

By Mr. Bi^viR

:

Question. What was the compromise 1

Answer. The compromise was that Governor Smith yielded, upon the ground dis-

tinctly declared, that, although he was satisfied he was fairly and lawfully reelected,

his continuance of the litigation and the contest in the palpable excitement that sur-

rounded the whole matter ^vould tend to disturb the public peace ; and the detriment
to the material interests of the people of the State would be infinitely greater than
the possession of the office itself by any particular man could possibly compensate.

Question. So he agreed to give it up ?

Answer. He agreed to give it up for the reasons declared ?

Question. When one man gives up all that the other claims, do you call that a com-
promise ?

Answer. They all called it a compromise—a settlement and compromise.
Question. Do you call it a compromise ?

Answer. I do.

Question. When there is a controversy about a certain thing, and one of the parties

gets all that there is iu coutrovei'sy, and the other loses all that there is in contro-
versy, do you call that a compromise ?

Answer. I do not think that was the case here. I do not think that one party
obtained all. I think that Governor Smith got all the credit that patriotic action can
secure to a man when, out of regard for the public peace, he yields a claim that he
honestly believes to be a good one. Governor Smith believed his claim to bo good,
and so did I ; but he was satisfied that by insisting on his strict legal rights he would
involve his State in calamities and troubles, from the violence and lawlessness of the
opposing party, which would more than counterbalance any benefit that could come
from his holding the office.

Question. I have no doubt that he got the credit of preserving the peace, but I do
not believe he got all the credit you claim for him.
Answer. General Pettus and Judge Brooks, counsel for Governor Lindsay, published

a card in the Moutgoniery papers in which they gave Governor Smith great credit for

his patriotic action.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Have you stated all that you wish to state in this connection ?

Ansiver. I wish to state in this connection that before this summary proceeding uuder
the statute was instituted by Lindsay before Judge J. Q. Smith, and while the injunc-
tion was in full force, iu jjlain and palpable violation of that injunction, the presuling
otficer, in the absence of the senate, after the senate had adjourned for the day, pro-
ceeded to open and count the returns in the presence of the house of representatives

;

his opening and publishing tfiose returns was entered upon the journals of the house,
but not on the journals of the senate ; and it was upon a count of that kind that Gov-
ernor Lindsay claimed the right which ho asserted in this summary proceeding uuder
the statute.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. That was a senate which had held over ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the same one that Ave have still ; the senate which has been recog-
nized by the democratic party as a good senate.
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By Mr. Buckley :

Quesiiou. It Las been stated here in evidence that the fourteenth amendment to the
Constitution together with the reconstruction acts, embracing what is usually termed
the reconstruction policy of Congress, has caused great dissatisfaction in the Southern
States. 1 wish you would state to the committee your view upon that subject ?

Avsipcr. I think the dissatisfaction and discontent in Alabama are, to say the least,

older than the fourteenth amendment, or the reconstruction measures of Congress.
The dissatisfaction and discontent in the Southern States existed a1> the beginning of
the war; and to do justice to this matter you must go back to that period. In my
judgment the prevailing belief in Alabama at the beginning of the war was that the
republican party, by the election of 1860, had acquired power to carry out their scheme
of injury and wrong to the southern people and their property, and that they were
determined to do so if the Southern States remained in the Uuiou. It Avas believed
that the purpose of the republican party, among other things, was to j)ut the colored
race upon the grouud of civil and political equality with the white race. I believed
that myself, and it was upon that belief that I and others who were for secession
advocated that measure. That belief continued throughout the war. When the war
ended, and the negroes were set free, that mcastire was far from diminishing the dis-

content and dissatisfaction ; its tendency was rather to increase it. We, in the South,
looked upon the republican party as our enemies, even after the war closed. Their
triumph stripped us of our property, mortified our pride, destroyed our favorite con-
struction of the Constitution, and embittered us generally. Our passions, under all

these irritating causes, unfitted us to perceive the inevitable, and to avail ourselves of
it and utilize it. This was the condition of the people of Alabama generally at the
time the reconstruction measures and the fourteenth amendment were proposed ; and
in the tumult of the passions which then prevailed among the people of Alabama, the
fourteenth amendment as well as the reconstruction policy of Congress, was opposed
in every way that we considered it lawful to oppose them. When the constitution
now in force in Alabama was proposed to the people for ratitication at the election in

February, 186H, I, in conunou with most of the white people of Alabama, under the
considerations and jiassious already alluded to, did all that we could to defeat it.

By Mr. Blair:

Qncfition. You did defeat it, did you not ?

Ansrter. We did defeat it, according to the law of Congress which v/as in force at the
tinu^ of that election. My own belief at that time, as well as that of the people gener-
ally, was, that if Congress was determined, after we had so defeated it, to put it upon
us as the constitution of the State, no opposition we could make to it by actually vot-

ing against it at the election would avail.

(,hu:ition. Do you l)elieve tliat under the Constitution of the United States Congress
had any authority to impose that constitution upon you ?

Ansico: I will answer that question directly when I get to that point. Hence the
white people generally declined to vote at that election. Before June, 1868, I h;ul be-
come perfectly convinced that Congress was determined to impose that constitution
upon us. I then did all that I couhl to calm my passions and survey the situation as
it was; and ij; that way I came deliberately to the conclusion that Congress was de-

termined to carry out its views in these respects, and that, as it had the power to do
so, any furtlier insisting by us upon our view of the matter would be calamitous to the
southern i)eople themselves, and highlj' injurious to the country at large. One side or

the other I thought must necessarily yield, and I deemed it my duty as one conquered
to yield, in the hope and belief that the greatest good would result from it to the
South and the whole country. I aiuiounced these views in substance in the demo-
cratic convention held at Montgomery in June, 1868, of which convention I wa.s a

member, and I advocated the nomination by the democrats of Chief Justice Chase for

the presidency, in which proposition I was sustained by the judgment of that wise and
patriotic man. Governor Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, who was also a member of the same
convention. The convention, however, by an overwhelming majority, decided ad-
versely to these views of myself and Governor Fitzpatrick; and the dcbaie in that
convention on the part of those who opposed the views we advocated showed that the
passions and hates which had existed at the beginning of the war and at its close were
unabated in that State. Having 1»eeo a member of that convention, and having there
publicly advised against the course which was afterwards taken, I felt l)o»nd by a
pledge which I hatl made in the convention to abide its action, and continue to act
with the demociatic organization during that campaign.

. By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did you canvass the State in that presidential election ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. On the democratic side ?

Ansnrr. Yes, sir. I canvassed the State, and was active, earnest, and zealous in the
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attempt to Lring success to the democratic nominees in that campaign. We failed.

Shortly afterwards I published a letter setting forth my views calmly and deliberately
to the people ; and in that letter I evinced that my future action would no longer be
controlled by the democratic leaders. It was then that I took what is called now " the
new departure;" and for doing so at that time I was assailed by the democratic leaders
and editors in Alabama with a bitterness never surpassed. Several, however, of the
newspapers which then assailed me so bitterly have very recently t,aken " the new
departure."

Question. Is it not the negro suffrage feature of the reconstruction policy of Congress
which is one great cause of dissatisfaction ?

Answer. That is my belief; I have no doubt of it ; and I can give reasons satisfactory
to my own mind for that opinion.

Question. Please state the reasons.

Ansieer. In the democratic convention at Montgomery in June, 1868, when I openly
advocated the nomination by the democrats of Chief Justice Chase, he was assailed
with great bitterness by the si)eakers representing the majority in that convention,
and mainly because of his views as to negro suffrage and negTo rights. It was not
even claimed or pretended that Chief Justice Chase had any connection with the
fourteenth amendment, or with the reconstruction measures of Congress. But the
main ground of assault upon him was, that he was one of the chief men in bringing
about negro suffrage.

Question. It has also been stated here in evidence by General Clanton, I believe, and
hy Governor Lindsay, that the failure on the part of the Government to carry out in
good faith tnc terms of the surrender was a source of great dis.satisfaction. Do you con-
cur with them in that view ?

Ansrver. I have heard that mentioned among other causes ; but I look upon it as
•insignificant in its influence comiiared to these other matters.

Question. To what extent do you think the present troubles of the Southern States
grow out of antagonism of race if

Answer. I attribute the troubles of the South to the continued indulgence of the
passions that I call the '• war passions;" i^assions engendered during the war and since
the war. The leaders will not let the x:)eople get cool ; they will not let them reason.

I think that with all calm and considei-ate men at the South, men who have become
cool, the antagonism of race, if there be such a thing, is not a matter that will give
us auy trouble in the future. My own opinion is that with our passions conquered,
and in the exercise of our calm judgment, and an ordinary amount of patriotism, there
is really no antagonism between the races that will produce any evil consequences in

the South.
^

Question. What has been the conduct of the colored people since their enfranchise-
ment ?

Ansicer. In general, it has been good, beyond any expectation which I think any
reasonable man could have indulged.

Question. You live in the " black belt " of the State, I believe?
Answer: I do. I think that the southern people, including my.self, made a great mis-

take in not cultivating, immediatelj- upon the close of the war, that same kindly feel-

ing which had ever theretofore existed between the whites and the blacks in the South.
Question. Was that kindly feeling kept up during the war ?

Answer. Without abatement.
Question. Do you think, if the course which you indicate had been piu-sued, that

same kindly feeling would have been continued, and would still exist ?

Ansu'cr. In my opinion nothing but the indulgence of passion to an inordinate extent
could have prevented the continuance of that kindly feeling, except perhaps for a
very brief period, immediately following the setting free of the colored people.

Question. What effect has the position assumed by the democratic party of the South
in opposition to the enfranchisement of the colored people, had upon that class ?

Answer. It has had the effect to unite them almost solidly against the democratic
party. They really fear, judging from all I hear froni them, that democratic success
would produce great injury to them, and would very seriously impair the enjoyment
of their rights.

Question. Do they look upon opposition to their exercise of the elective franchise as

threatening one of their rights ?

Answer. Of course they so regard it.

Question. I desire to a.sk some cpiestions as to the manner of conducting elections in

your State. It has been asserted that there is no security in the State of Alabama
against illegal voting. Is that your construcriou of the law ?

Answer. We have a statute which does by its letter iirohiljit the challenging of
voters; but I believe all thinking men understand that act to be subject to a reason-

able construction, and that the spirit of it really amounts to nothing more than this

:

that where a challenge is made, it is made simply at the peril of the challenger. If it

turns out that the party challenged is not entitled to vote, the person challenging him
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is perfectly free from either civil or criminal liability ; but if it turns out tiuit the per-
son chiillenge€l is a legally-entitled voter, then, under the true construction of the law,
as I think, the party challenging, having interfered improperly with the exercise of a
legal right, incurs a penalty for doing so. That is the construction which, as a judge,
I should feel bound to put on the law, and the construction which I think prevails
among those with whom I have conversed on the subject. I hear on both sides allega-
tions of illegal voting, and from the information I get, I think there is and has been
illegal voting on both sides. My own belief, from all the information I have had, is

that the republicans were the losers in the last election by illegal voting ; that there
was more of it on the democratic side than there was on the other side.

Question. Were the electors in that State registered?
Ansivcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Under your law are persons registering required to take an oath ?

Answer. They are required to take an oath, and ar<5 subject to penalties for illegal

registration. The registration law is a good one ; and there is a good and a safe law
about contesting elections. If the law of Alabama is observed no man can be preju-
diced except temporarily by illegal voting. The mode of contesting elections is well
provided for, and it is ample, except as to elections for executive officers. It is only
with reference to these ofticers, so far as I know, that ample provision is not made by
law for contesting the elections.

Question. Do you know Judge Busteed of the United States district court ?

Answer. Yes, sir. •

Question. Does he live in your State ?

Answer. Well, he says he does. I do not think ho is there much.
Question. H() has stated here that the State auditor made an attempt to disobey an

injunction of the district court of the United States for the middle district of Alabama.
Do you know anything about that case '?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was employed in that suit by the governor on the part of the
defense. It was a suit commenced l)y the Southern Express Company against the
auditor of the State, and some others of'the revenue officers of the State, to prevent
the collection of the taxes imposed upon the express company by the revenue law of
Alabama. The allegations in the bill are in sulistance that the law is not a proper one,

is violative of the constitution, and that the assessment itself, as made, was illegal.

But there is no special ground of equity stated or pretended in the bill, independent of
these alkiged illegalities. For instance, it is not pretended that irreparable injury
will result to the company from the collection of the tax ; nor is it pretended that there
will bo a multiplicity of suits if the taxes are paid by the company. In an opinion of
the Supreme Court of the United States, delivered by Judge Davis at the last term—

a

unanimous decision of the court in a case from Kansas— it was decided that there was
fiot a particle of equity in such a bill as that which was tiled iu Judge Busteed's court
by the Southern Express Company. These grounds were set forth in behalf of the
revenue officers, who were the defendants. During the pendency of the suit the
auditor was brought up on a charge of having violated the injunction. Judge (Joldth-

waite, who was elected by the democrats at the last session to the Senate, was m}'
})artner at that lime. We both agreed that if there was a contempt by Reynolds, the
State auditor, it was the most eminently technical contempt for which any man had
ever lieen held accountable, and that certainly there was no intention of committing a
contenapt. The answer to the proceeding for contempt disclaimed utterly any such
intention. If there was a technical contempt, it resulted from a mere difference of
opinion in regard to the construction of the resenue law. The counsel for Reynolds
concurred in his construction of it ; the jvulge adopted a difterent construction. There
was no intent to show anj- conti^mpt to the United States court or its prot-ess, or any
of its constituted authorities. Tliat was plainly shown. And the Supreme Court of
the United States, in the decision to which I have referred, has decided that there is

not a particle of equity in such a bill. Judge Busteed, in this case, lined Reynolds
$1,000 for contem])t, and put him in jail for several days. In addition to this he took
occashm in the course of his opinion to make a statement which is utterly false, .and

for which he has been sued in an action for libel by Reynolds, 'i'his action for libel

has 1>eeu before a jury once, and the verdict was prevented by tani])eiing with one of
the jurors, by a man who was well known as Judge Busteed's friend, for which ititer-

fei'ence the judge of that court put Judge Busteed's friend in jail, and also tlie juror.

Question. I would likc> to ask you now a few questions in regard to political disabili-

ties. Were you a member of the republican convention which met at Selma last

summer ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did that convention take any action in regard to the removal of political

disabilities ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it unanimously passed a very strong resolution in favor of the
removal of such disal)ilities ; and I know that the general view of the rei)ublicau6 of
Alabama is in accordance with that resolution. There are very few republicans of
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Alabama who are not earnest advocates of nniversal amnesty. I have advocated it

ever since I acted with the republicans ; and it has been a matter of very great regret
to mc that Congress has not passed a general law removing all snch disabilities. I

think the republicans have been very much injured by the failure to pass such a law.
Question. I wish to invite your attention to a part of the testimony of Governor

Lindsay

:

" Question. Are not even the colored people of Alabama in favor of the general
removal of jiolitical disabilities by Congress ?

" Answer. Yes, sir.

" Question, Is that the case with most of the white republicans ?

" Anstvcr. I do not think it is."

Has the senate of Alabama ever taken any action on this subject ?

- Ansiver. Yes, sir. The senate of Alabama, which is still republican, has passed a res-

olution more than once in favor of universal amnesty, and has memorialized Congress
on the subject.

Question. A great deal has been said in the testimony of other wit]iesses in regard to

taxation in the State of Alabama. Do you know whether auy money Avas drawn from
the State treasury several months after the surrender for services rendered by State
ofificials before the surrender—during the war?

Answer. I have seen that statement in a public document.
Question. Who received the money ?

Anstver. I do not recollect all of them. Governor Watts was one who received
money in tljat way. The names of the parties are stated in the report which I saw. I

have never heard the statement denied.
Question. In what report did you see it?

Answer. I think it was in Chisolm's rci>ort, as comptroller.

By the CHAimiAN, (Mr. Pool:) ,-
"

Question. An official report ? /'
Answer. Yes, sir. That reportContains a statement showing the name of each man

who received money in that way, and the amount received. Governor Smith had the
document along with him in ttie campaign last summer.

By Mr. Buckley : -

Question. For what vrts this money paid ?

Answer. For servicf'-g rendered the State during the war. Governor Watts was gov-
ernor during the wai-^ and got pay, I think, for that. He had not drawn his salary, I

believe, in coufederutc money ; and after the close of the war, and before the recon-
struction of the State, he drew his salary in good money. That is^vhat the rex)ort

states. Judge A.- J. Walker, chief justice of the supreme court, is another whom I

recollect as havirjg drawn pay under those circumstances.
Question. Do Vou remember how much money was paid in that way?
Answer. No, s^r

j I Jo not recollect. I did not charge my mind with the amount ; but
it is considera/ble.

Question. LYo you remember how payment was stopped?
Ansiver. I /think Chisolm stopped it ; that is my understanding. He was auditor or

coraptrollei/at that time.
Question.^J)q you know whether there was any order issued from any source to stop

payment?
Answer./1 have understood there was; but I am not certain about it.

By/the Ch.ukmax, (Mr. Pool:)
Q,uestio]n. Do you mean to say that those ofhcors had drawn their pay before the close

of the wfar in confederate money?
Answ<jer. No, sir; I say they had not drawn their pay during the war: but after the

close of the war they took greenbacks. They could have got their pay in confederate
moneyj^ during the war, but did not do so. The fact has been stated publicly, and I

never heard it denied. There are leading democrats involved in the matter. That is

wha-i' called my attention to it.

\ f By Mr. Buckley :

f Question. Are you acquainted with Judge Luther R. Smith?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you tried cases before him ?

Answer. I have never tried any eases before him ; I have conversed a good deal with

him ; I have conversed considerably with lawyers who have tried cases before him
He is a judge in the western part of the State, in which I do not practice. I have not

had any law business there since 1866.

Question. It has been stated here that some resolutions have been passed requesting

^hini to resign on account of incompetency. Do y«u regard him as incompetent?
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Answet'. I thiuk he is one of the best circuit judges in the State—one of the most
competent. I have no donbt on that point.

Quesiion. He is not an active politician?

Answer. I do not know as to that; he lives in a different circuit Irom mine.
Question. Did you ever kuo\r him to take any part in politics?

Answer. He Avas the x^residiug officer of the Selma convention ; I know of no other
instance in which he has taken part in politics.

Question. He was chosen presiding officer of that convention on account of his
superior qualifications?

Ansiuer. Undoubtedly that was the cause ; and he made one of the best presiding
officers I ever saw. His ability in that line is remarkable.

By the Ch.urman, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Why was he requested to resign?
Ansivei: I have no personal knowledge in the matter ; but I have no idea that if he

were a democrat any such request woiild ever have been made. I thiuk it is imrely
because he is a republican. I know of no other cause.

JBv: Mv. Buckley :

Question. In th£ testimony taken by the conunittee some charges have been made
against Governor Parsons on the ground that he left the democratic party and joined
the republican party for sOUic mercenary purpose. I would like you to state your own
reason for abandoning the democratic party and joining the republican party.

Answer. I know for myself that I never took any step or did any act more regret-
fully than I did that of leaving the democratic party and determining to act with the
republican party. I knew the state of public feeling; I had had all those passions
myself; I knew what an utter contempt I hid entertained for the republicans ; and it

was the hardest struggle of my life to get myself cool enough and calm enough to look
at these great questions which have been disturbing the country, through republican
spectacles—that is, to fully appreciate the view the republicans take of such questions

—

to survey the matter from their standpoint; for I am satisfied if you want to do jus-
tice to any man's position, you must look at the question .uot merely in your own view,
but so far as possible in his. It did not occur to me until after a long time that the
republicans could be actuated in the course they were pursuing by anything else than
liate toward the people of the South. That I knew to be the prevailing view among
the white people of Alabama ; and I knew that any man who would quit the demo-
crats and take part with the republicans would be, no mattei what his motives or
what manner of num he might be, hated and despised by a large portion of our white
people. I do not know that any man could take a more unpopuisi' and ungracious
stej), one more dangerous to all his prospects. I took the step under tl^c absolute con-
viction that it was best for the southern people themselves, whom I love better than I

do any other jieoplc, that I and all others who had any influence -w'ith them should
take the re^mldican side and should try to calm the people down a^fl bring about
peace in the country. I did not sec any other way to peace ; I do not brieve there is

any other. In my own opinion we cannot, as a State, attain i)eace a'.'d prosperity
Avhile one-half of tlic people of the State are continually struggling to deny to the
other the right of suffrage.

Judging Governor Parsons by myself, I should say that nothing but an iinperative

conviction of ])atri()tic duty could have induced hini to make the change he <li<^l- I do
not see how he could have promised himself any gain by it. I know that when I 'init tho
democrats, and concluded to act with the republicans, I considered it as eqi.ivalent to
resignation for all time of anything in the way of ]iolitical promotion. I l^now that
personally I have sufiered greatly by it—in the 'l»reaking of social ties, &c. Even my
law partnership with Judge Goldthwaite was In'oken up in tlie storm which j)revailed

at the time of the suit between Governor Smith and Governor Lindsay. Judg.e GJold-

thwaite was a candidate for the Senate; and he became perfectly convinced "(hat he
could not obtain the votes of the democratic members of the legislature if he rein^ined
a partner of mine. No business connection between any two men was ever more
pleasant than ours, as he himself said at the time that he desired to dissolve the part-
nership. I know that no two men ever got along better together in business. Tlicre
was never anything to disturb our relations, i)ersoual or professional, I will state f'.u'-

ther that I have no bitterness toward any of the democrats—not even those who ha\0
treated me the worst ; and for this reason : At the close of the war, and for some time
afterward, in the Iranie of mind in which I then was, I would have justilied myself to
tiie full in all those things whicli they are doing now, and which I now condemn. My
own conviction was that people who had treated us as the northern people liad, did uoti
deserve much to live anyhow, and that if they did live they ought to have hot times,)
•especially if they tried to live in the South. I am satisfied that thebe democrats are,'

^good men, men whom anybody, knowing them well. Avould like; but their passionfj'
.have been long indulged about this accumulation of wrongs as they view them ; an(jf
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^vlieu a man has been, as I have been, in the same condition of mind, and nnderf.tands
the feelings that are driving them on, he cannot but feel that he ought not to be bitter
toward tlieni. Hence I have been enabled to practice forbeaTance when they were
abusing and maligning me, and offering to me insult and outrage which I could not
otherwise have borne.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. Do you know Governor Parsons well ?

Answer. I have known hiui for thirty years. We have had a good deal of business
with each other, and I have had much communication with him.

Question. Is he a man of purity of character?
Answer. Well, sir, I do not think any one in Alabama would have any doubt about

that. I should unhesitatingly say ho is a man of good character.
Question. We have had as witnesses here men of eminence who have stated other-

wise.
Answer. I think the general idea concerning Governor Parsons is that he is a very

ambitious man ; I think so myself; but when you ask me as to his general character,
whether it is good or bad, I caimot have any hesitaluon in saying that his character
is undoubtedly good. He has been abused very largely about his political course. He
has been on diftei'ent sides politically as I have myself; and any man who changes
his i^olitical position in times of high excitement will always makes enemies; that is

very certain.

Question. It has been charged before this committee that he changed his politics from
mercenary motives—from considerations connected with some claims that he had against
the Government ?

Ansicer. Well, I have no knowledge about his having any claims, and I know of no
fact or circumstance that would induce mo to come to any such conclusion, or would
justify Miat conclusion.

Question. Before ho turned republican, did he always maintain before the people of
Alabama a character for honor and purity ?

Answer. His character has been uniformly good. I wish the committee to understand
that I have heard a great many hard things said about him in political contests, but I
do not esteem such things as furnishing a just standard by which to form an opinion
as to a man's characto)', for many of the men whom I have heard speak of him harshly
and bitterly at one time have exalted and magnified him at another. I know what
the law means by a character, and in that view I have no hesitation in saying that
Governor Parsons's character is a good one.

Question. Is it not a part of the tactics and principles of democratic politicians in

Alabama to abuse and malign, inordinately, any man who is a republican?
Answer. The practice in that respect is unexampled ; I have never known anything

to equal it. I have resided in Alabama for thirty-three years, and have been connected
somehow or other with politics ever since, sometimes quite actively. I was bom and
raised a democrat, and one of the first things that I did when I went to Alabama was
to buyout a whig paper, giving about ten prices for it; and I was for a while an
exceeding fierce little editor in a country town. As whigs and democrats people used
to abuse each other very fiercely in speeches and bewspapers, but such things scarcely
ever affected our social relations. It was an unusual thing for social relations to be
disturbed by the severe and apparently angry i)olitical controversies carried on through
the newspapers and on tlie hustings. But in these latter days, since the war, I notice
what I never noticed before, that the estimate of a man is more controlled by his poli-

tics than by anything else.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. What is the reason of that?
Answer. I have thought much about it, and I think it is caused by this long continued

indulgence of passions, accompanied by a conviction that the southern people are the
most grossly wronged and outraged people on the face of the earth. That is the honest
belief of the white people generally. It is this feeling, doubtless, that nuikes them so

bitter, especially towards a man like myself. I was a uullilier ; a States-rights man
out and out. I entertained extreme Southern views until I became a republican. At
one time I acted with the know-nothings, but I advocated southern rights just its

strongly in the know-nothing organization as anywhere else. Now, I think I nuiy say
without vanity that I have as many personal friends in Alabama as any man there.

In fact, I think my safety aiul protection in being a republican, and taking the promi-
nent part which I have taken since leaving the democrats, is attributable in a large
measure to thi; jiersonal friendship entertained toward me by democrats, my old political

brethren. Mr. Pugh and General Pettus, who, I understand, have been before you, are
friends of mine, and our personal relations have continued undisturbed. They are
leading men ; men of mind and comprehension. They are strong partisans ; at least

Geiu'ral Pettus is a strong partisan. Jlr. Pugh is not so strong, because he has been
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pretty much of a republican in bis real views, though he has acted with the clemocrat3
all the time ; and it is interesting to bear him explain why he does so. But I tell you
that any man born and raised in the South, who acts with republicans, has a hard road
before him.

Quesiion. Does not that arise from the conviction that such a course is an abandon-
ment of a conquered people in the hour of their distress?.

Answer. I think in a great measure it is attributable to that; I think that is the
view of the southern people ; and knowing this, I have borne things which I never
could have borne otherwise. I will say that for some time after the war closed I was
as bitter as any of them.

Question. I suppose the people of the South are like all other people ; they can believe
in the sincerity of the motives with which men turn from the stronger side to the
weaker; but when the change is connected with some personal gain or advantage it is

very hard for them to believe it sincere?
Avswer. I have no doubt about that. It is remarkable how much the southern

people do misunderstand a great many of the northern people. I understand them
now because I have got over my former feelings ; but before I became cool I rated a
northern man very low ; and any southern man who would take part with him I would
rate the same way, or, if anything, a little worse. I think the mass of the southern
people are in that condition yet.

Question. You assume that you are the cool man, and that everybody else is blinded
by passion ?

Answer. Of course I do ; I think I am right in the assumption.
Question. You are like the one juryman who complained of the obstinacy of his eleven

fellow-jurymen ?

Ansiver. I juay be that way. It hardly enters the heads of the southern people that
the northern Aiew of this question may be conscientiously entertained.

Question. Do you think that putting all the talent and ability of the South under
political disaliilities is an outrage on your section ?

Ansiver. I did tliink so ; and t will not say that I justify it now. On the contrary, I

think the republicans committed a great mistake in adopting that measure. It is my
opinion that they were the losers by it. I am satislied of that fact. I know that the
imposition of disabilities has been largely used to the disadvantage of the republican
part

J'. I was one of those disabled.
Question. You have had your disabilities removed ?

Ansieer. Not by my request ; anttit was done a long time after I was a republican.
Question. You were understood to be on their side before you were relieved ?

Ans^rer. Yes, sir; that is true; but I want this understood: Several of my republi-
can friends j)roposed to me to apjdy for or request a removal of my disabilities, but I

declined to do so. I was determined that if I went to my grave with the disabilities

on me, it would not swerve me from following those convictions which I knew, through
great tril)ulation, tended to the best interests of the country.

Question. Peoi»le are not supposed to be operated upon altogether by that which
applies personallj- to themselves ; but a patriotic citizen of your State who sees an
overbearing conqueror forbidding the people to use the best talent in the State for
their government, and who unites himself with the party which does that thing,
wiiich ])laces these disabilities upon his State, can hardly exjiect that his course will
be readily appreciated by his fellow-citizens?

.iusiccr. I went to the republicans with my disabilities on me.
Question. And that party placed those disabilities upon you and your people, and

refuses to relieve tliem ?

Answer. Well, it is irritating. My opinion is that anything the republicans do which
can be used l>y the aldo men we have down South, on the democratic side, to keep up
excitement and passion, helps the democrats and hurts the republicans. If the
southern people could become cool—if these irritating intluences could be removed

—

I think there would be a decided change: and I want to see such a change.
Question. Tbc trouble is that the republican party does not want to encounter here

in Congress the ablest men of the South ?

Anstrer. I reckon that is not the cause ; for those men can do more against the
republican party down there than they could do here. The democrats have as able,

men who are not under disfranchisement as any who are disqualified in that way.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Have not a good many democrats of your State been relieved? Has not
Judge Goldthwaite been relieved?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. xVnd Governor Lindsay has been relieved?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And Mr. Welborn ?

Answer. Yes, sir; a great many of them have been relieved—a considerable propor-
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tiou of tliem. Speaking accurately, the class of men under political disabilities in

Alabama is not very numerous compared "svith the wliolc population.
Question. Has not the republican party in fact advocated for two or three years back

a general removal of political disabilities?

Answer. The legislature of Alabama at its very first session, when both branches were
overwhelmingly reimblican, removed every particle of proscription and disfranchise-

ment that there was in the State constitution. That action was one of the softening
things which helped them along. When I saw them doing that—when I thought over
the matter, I could not but feel that there was more good in this party than I had
ever before conceived.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)
Qiies1io7i. Are slanders against iirivate character gotten up and indulged in to a con-

siderable extent in Alabama against men who are republicans ?

A7i»we): To a very large extent—unprecedented, in my opinion.
Question. Are there any other persecutions of such meu in the way of business or

social proscription ? ,^

Ansicer. I believe it, fully ; from what I have lieard I am satisfied of it.

Question. To what extent "?

Answer. It is difficult to use an expression that would show the extent. I should
say a considerable extent. Every one can form a reasonable conjecture about the matter
from the facts I have already stated—the contempt and disgust which the democrats
generally feel toward the republicans. When, in the course of business, we find wo
feel a contemyit and disgust toward one man engaged in l)usiness and have no such
feeling toward another man right beside him, we are almost sure to go to the man
toward whom we have no such feeling.

Question. Have any jjrosecutions of a malicious character been gotten up in the
courts against republicans °?

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot say from my own knowledge ; but I believe that men of
the republican party have been prosecuted for offenses in cases where they would not
have been prosecuted if they had been democrats. I can mention the case of the
probate judge of Elmore County—Judge Dennis. He has been prosecuted for an
assault on a democrat named Young, with intent to commit murder. The case came
on for trial at the last term of the circuit court of Autauga County, to which the case
had been carried by a change of venue. * I understand that every member of the jury
was a democrat.

Question. Do you mean the grand jury?
Answer. No, sir; the petit jury that tried the case. 1 appeared as one of the attor-

neys ior Dennis ; and Governor Watts was with me. On the other side were General
Clantou and his partner. Dennis was found guilty of an assault witli intent to com-
mit murder. It is pretty well known, by people in Alabama, that a conviction for that
sort of an offense renders Judge Dennis ineligible to his office. The jury found him
guilty; but they afterward brought in to the judge a statement that, in consequence
of the great and grievous provocation, they recommended to the judge to be as lenient

with him as possible. Now, every one who understands the nature of that otfense—an
assault with intent to murder—knows that when an act is done from passion, stirred

suddenly by a great provocation, the man is relieved altogether of the guilt of an
assault with intent to murder. Under our statute the intent to commit murder is an
essential element of the offense. The judge so charged; yet the jury found the
defendant guilty. But, on the statement submitted by the jury, the judge granted
him a new tiial; for the statement could not be reconciled with the verdict.

Question. You mean to say that this statement, made by the jury subsequently to the
verdict, showed that they knew the man was not in law guilty of the offense ?

Answer. I do not say they knew it, becaiise they are very reputable men ; but upon
the facts stated in their recommendation the law entitled the defendant to an acquittal.

Question. And the judge so charged them ?

Answer. The judge told them that to make out the offense of an assault with intent

to commit murder, it was essential that it should be proved as a matter of fact that
the specific intent,^ to commit murder existed in the mind of the defendant when he
(fired the pistol. The jin-y were oiit a long time—a day or two : and finally they brought
in a verdict, and followed it up with that statement.

Question. Who requested Jiulge Luther R. Smith to resign?
Ansiver. I think I saw in a newspaper that it was requested by a meeting of the

people in the county where he lived ; the request may have been made, for aught I

know, from other sources.

Question. What reason did they give for that recjuest?

Answer. I forget about that. I read the statement in a newspaper.
Question. Was it a democratic meeting ?

Answer. I do not think it professed to be a democratic meeting; butlhavo no doubt,
myselfj that those who took part in it were all democrats.
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By Mr. Blaiii :

Question. You do not know it ?

Ansu'er. No, sir; I do not know it. I know, however, that Judge Smith stands very
high with the reijublicans ; I do not know any man who has a better standing with
them ; and I therefore do not believe you could get uj) a meeting of reijublicaus any-
where in the State who would request him to resign.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :)

Qiiestion. Is the judge a man of such character and attainments and qualifications for

the office he holds as to entitle him to high standing Avith everybody ^

Answer. That is my belief.

Question. Judge Bustecd has been a witness before this committee. How does Judge
Busteed stand ?

Ansiver. Until he gave out recently certain indications that he was about to become
a democrat, I think ho had the worst standing of any officer I know with the people
generally, and the bar generally, in the middle iiart of the State where I live. I do
not conceive it possible that a judge could have had a Avorse character than, ho had. I
see that now the democratic papers are beginning to speak more kindly of him. So
with Judge J. Q. Smith, the circuit judge whom I have mentioned. He was counted a
republican until very recently. When he held court in Mobile a few months ago the
democratic papers stated that he had giten notice that his connection with the repub-
licans had ceased ; and I notice that the democratic x^^P^^rs are now speaking
quite kindly of him ; but until then his character Avas detestable and odious with the
democrats.

Question. Judge Busteed is the United States district judge of your State?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was said of him ?

Answer. EA'erything that is criminal in a judge AA-as charged upon him. It was not
only stated that he AA'as hectoring and tyrannical and one-sided in his proceedings in
court, but that he Avas A'eual and corrupt ; that he shared the spoils of large cases in
AA'hich, according to the common belief, the people Avere plundered of their property
through his court.

Question. Was that generally said of him by the democrats ?

Answer. I ncAer heard any democrat speak in his favor till recently.

Question. Had they impressed the ])eople with the belief that such AA^as liis character?
Answer. Yes, sir. I do not think there Avas any difference of opinion on that subject,

among the democratic laAvyers, and those best acquainted Avith Judge Busteed.
Question. You say that since he has given out indications that he is about to become

a democrat there is a change in tht; nuinner in Avhich he is spoken of?
Answer. I have not noticed anything except what I luiA'e seen in the newspapers. I

do not think that our partisan ucwsx)apers Avould undertake to talk that way on their
own authority.

Question. What course do the democratic papers pursue towards him now ?

Ansiaer. They speak of him as quite a discreet, ATell-behaved judge. At the last term
of Judge Busteed's court at Montgomery, the district attorney presented a copy of the
Selma Times, and asked that a writ be issued to the editor of that paper to show cause
Avhy ho published a A^ery scA'cre article reflecting upon tho grand jnry, especially
its foreman. Tlie editor, on being served Avith the Avrit, came before! the court, and
Judge Busteed discharged him, Avith an opinion Avhich AAas published Avith high com-
mendalion by the AdA-ertiser, at Montgomery.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. A democratic paper ?

Answer. A leading democratic pa])er. I liave seen otlier articles of the same kind in

papers of that class. The Mobile Register, I observed, published an article si)eakiug
X)retty Avell of J. Q. Smith.

By the CnAiioiAN, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. What had they charged J. Q. Smith Avith wlien he Avas a republican ?

Answer. He Avas tho United States district attorney for some time Avliile Judge Busteed
was )>residing there, directly after the a\ ar ; and they said he had leA'ied very heaA-y
contributions ui)on vuv people, contrary to the intent and spirit of the hiAV, and often
its letier. They said he AAas a most gouging man.

Question. Corrupt ?

Ansucr. C<nrnpt and unconscientious; and he AA'as remoA'ed from office, as I under-
stood, on that charge.

Question. You say that now, since he has indicated that he has become a democrat,
the tout! ot those papers lias changed toward him /

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They commenced softening toward him when he came up from
Selma and took charge of that proceeding to make Governor Smith hand over tho
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papers and books of bis office to Goveruor Liiwlsay. It is siuce'tben tbat be has beld
court iu Mobile ; aud I saw a statement iu tbo papers tbat be had given some kind of

a fomial announcement tbat bis connection with tbe republican party bad ceased. I

do not know wbetber it is true.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. How do tbe radical papers sjieak of you since you went over to their side ?

Ansiver. Pretty well.
Question. They now begin to find out tbat you are a clever fellow ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qttcstion. They did not discover it before ?

A7isive): Well, tbey were not very severe upon me before, except politically. I am
not now speaking of political opposition. I draw a distinctionr between jjolitical and
personal opjiosition. I was very severe and abusive toward them, and it struck me tbat
there was a striking contrast between their handling of me and my handling of them.
They treated me much better than I treated them when I was fighting them as bard
as I could.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. What has been the course of the republicans toward the democrats? Has it

been of the same abusive character?
Ansiver. O, no ; there is a marked difference, as any one can see by reading the

newspapers.
Question. How is it outside of the newspapers ?

Answer. Tbe newspapers afibrd a i^retty fair indication of the difference outside of
the newspapers.

Question. Is one party more abusive toward tbe other than was the case before the
war ?

Answer. I think that if there is any difference the republican papers are less bitter

than they were then. Tbe leading paper at Montgomery especially would have been
counted extraordinarily mild toward its political opponents before tbe war if it bad
been no nioi'e severe in its tone than it is now. It is a paper of unusual fairness and
liberality toward its political oj^ponents.

Question. You see a marked difference, then, in that respect in tbe manner in which
the leading men of the two parties act ?

Answer. Yes, sir; tbat is the result of my observation and judgment.
Question. Do you find tbat republicans attack the private character of leading demo-

crats ?

Answer. Not in a isingle instance tbat I know of, except upon facts too i)lain to lie

doubted or refuted.

Question. They do not engage in petty slander and gossip ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; they do not. There are three republican papers in tbe State that I

see frequently—one published at Mobile, one at Huntsvillc, and one at Montgomery.
I have already remarked tbat I consider the paper published at Montgomery as remark-
ably fair and just toward its political opponents in times of party excitement. I can
say tbe same of the Huntsvillc paper.

Question. Did you notice tbat fact when you were an earnest and zealous democrat ?

Ansicer. When I was a democrat it was conducted by a different man.
Question. I am inquiring as to the general tone of tbe republican papers ?

Ansiver. I noticed then tbat tbe republican papers, when I was making all the war
that I could against the republicans, were nothing like as bitter toward me as I was
toward them.

Question. You were once chief justice of Alabama ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. When?
Answer. I went on tbe bench of tbe supreme court in tbe beginning of 1855; I bad

not been on the bench long before I became chief justice, wbieb office I continued to

bold until I resigned it in the early part of tbe year 1859.

Question. You were elected to tbat l)eucli by the democrats of the State ?

Answa: Yes, 'sir. I was born and raised a democrat, aud gave my first vote for A'au

Buren.
Question. Why was tbe presence of Governor Smith required iu court on the occa-

sion to which you have referred ?

Ansiccr. I know of no reason, and none was assigned by tbe judge. I made the point

before him that he had no right to require the personal appearance of Governor Smith.
I will state how tbe question came up. Tbe time allowed Governor Smith to answer
was unprecedentedly short ; I think tbat Governor Snjith told me it was near 11 o'clock

iu tbe forenoon when notice was served on him tbat tbat aftirnoon at 3 o'clock be mu.-it

appear aud answer to this statutory proceeding.
Question. Did you call the judge's attention to tbe fact tbat be bad no right to

require the personal presence of Governor Smith '/
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Anmver. I did. The paper served on ns was not a copy of the complaint ; it was
merely the summons. No copy of the complaint was furnished to us. The governor
called my attention to the summons as soon as it was served. We sent the sheriff of
the county to the judge to get a copy of the complaint, so that we might prepare our
answer. The sheriff saw the judge, who stated, as the sheriff reported to us, that
Judge Brooks, one of the counsel for Lindsay, had the complaint in his ]}ossession.

We did not know what was in it.

Question. They had not even served you with a copy of the complaint ?

Aiisiver. No, sir ; and neither myself nor Governor Smith ever saw a copy of it till

after the hour for the hearing arrived, when Judge Smith went on the bench, called
the sheriff to him, and handed to him from the bench a copy of the complaint. The
sheriff served it on me there. I got up and asked for a continuance, stating the facts
I have stated to you. I said, " Your honor knows that the sheriff was after you to get
a copy of the complaint and did not get it, but you -referred him to Judge Brooks.
Judge Brooks says we did not get it from him ; and we have had no opportunity to see
the complaint. We now obtain it for the first time. I ask for a continuance." He
said he would not grant it, but would allow me thirty minutes to have the governor
jiersonally present in court. I stated that he had no right to require the governor's
presence in court. He said he would not allow us time, but would go right ahead with
the case unless I would have the governor there in court in thirty minutes. I went to
the capitol, and lie came down with me. We, of course, had no answer prepared. A
demurrer was partly written ont. I stated my objections to the jurisdiction on the face of
the complaint, while my associate was prexjaring the demurrer ; and while he was arguing
'the demurrer, I wrote the answer. I am satisfied that, if we had not taken up time in
that way by speaking, we would have had no opportunity to file either an answer or
a demurrer.

Question. You had to consume the time of the conrt by speaking, in order to get time
to i)repare a demurrer and au answer ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever know a court to require the personal appearance of a defend-
ant in a civil suit except on an action for contempt ?

Ansiccr. No. sir; neither before nor since.

Question. Was there anj' allegation of contempt in this case ?

A7isH(T. No, sir.

Question. What reason did the judge give for insisting on the personal presence of
Governor Smith ?

Answa: He did not give any. I wanted to know the reason, but could not find

ont any.
Question. Was there a high state of excitement there at that time ?

Answer. It was terrible. It was the highest state of excitement I ever saw iu my life.

Question. Which party manifested excitement ?

Ansiver. Well, the democrats, of course.
Question. Was there any excitement among the republicans?
Ansiccr. Tlicre was that excitement which is the result of a knowledge and an inspec-

tion of excitement on the other side. When I went into the court-house at the time
of the hearing I went alone ; the other counsel for Governor Smith were not along
when I first went iu. There was a large crowd in the court-house ; and of course there
were some republicans, but the largest part of the crowd that I knew were democrats.
And I noticed one thing that I never noticed before, a crowd of men—nearly all of them
yonngmen—occupied at the first session of the court, the part of the court-house nearly
behind me. Then at the session after the expiration of the thirtj" minutes, I noticed
that they were there again; and they remained there. They were strangers to mc. I

did not know a solitary one of them.
Question. IIow nuxny of them were there ?

Ansiccr. I should suppose there were not less than Thirty ; they were apparently in

a compact body.
QiKstion. You saw this compact body of strange young men ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Every one of them was a stranger to me. That is what arrested

my attention.
^Question. They occupied that portion of the court-room just behind you T

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And when yon went into the court-room after the expiration of the thirty
minutes' recess, you observed the same thing?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Queation. The same body of men ?

Answer. Yes, sir ;
the same faces.

Queslrion. And they occupied i)laces behind you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they armed ?

Anstvir. I do not know ; I did not see any arms.
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Question. Have you learned since -n-here they came from ?

An.m-er. No, sir. I afterwards asked several persons whether they noticed it. Some
did and some did not. Those who said they noticed it, said that the youno- men were
strangers to them.

Question. Is it your impression that those people belonged to any organization that
had come to take part in that controversy ?

Answer. Well, it certainly was a very remarkable thing.
Question. What was the impression in the community f
Ansiver. I do not Know. I did not talk with enough to get the impression of the

community. 3Iy own impression was that they were there from the interest they felt
or intended to take in that i)articular case.

Question. Were there manifestations of threatened violence ?

Answer. No other than that these young men were evidently in a position to do what
they might have desired. I had my own idea about it ; but that was all. I had
nothing to govpon but the remarkable fact of a collection of young men of that num-
ber all huddled together in one particular place in the court-house, with not a single
face that I had ever seen before, so far as I know or believe, and that they should have
maintained that position steadily.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Have you been living in that county a long time?
Answer. I removed there in 1852, and have been living there ever since

By the Chaikman, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. You know generally the citizens of that community ?

Answer. I know them well.

Question. You think that these men did not belong there?
Answei-. lam satisfied that they did not live in that community.
Question. Were there manifestations of threatened violence generally about the city

in connection with this matter ?

An.su-er. For several days the governor had the military, and the sheriff and his
posse, guarding his office at the capitol.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. Did the military go at the request of the sheriff as the sheriff's posse?
A)tswcr. Yes, sir. I understood the sheriff took them down himself. There was an

apprehension that possession would be taken of the governor's office by force or
violence.

Question. From the manifestations you saw do you think the apprehension was well
founded ?

Answer. My own opinion, as I stated it to the governor, was that there were very
good grounds for apprehending violence. I founded this opinion on the appearance
and demeanor of men and the presence of strangers, a good many of them young men,
who were not there on any business that I could imagine. There was, perhtips, a
meeting of the Masonic lodge or some other public assemblage in Montgomery at that
time. But I belong to the Masons myself; and I am pretty well convinced that those
men did not come there to attend to that business

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool.)

Question. You mean that the manifestations you saw were not connected with any
public assemblage at Montgomery at that time ?

Answer. I think they were not. I saw things there that did not have any appropriate
connection witli any of those j)ublic assemblages ; and those men I never saw after
that case was compromised.

Question. Was it ander these circumstances, while these men occupied seats behind
you, that the personal presence of Governor Smith in the court was peremptorily de-
manded by the.judge ?

Answer. Yes, sir. They were there when that demand was made in that way.
Question. Did the governor appear in court V

Answer. Yes, sir. I went to the capitol and told the governor to come down and face
the music.

Question. He was brought into court ?

Answer, I went in with bim.
Question. Do you believe that the governor was under any apprehensions of personal

violence during this contest ?

Answer. I think he was.
Question. Do. you think those apprehensions were well founded?
Answer. I thought that he had grounds for apprehending violence. I am satisfied he

had.
Question. Suppose he had continued the contest, and had held on to the office by

virtue of the injunction?

33
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Answer. My belief is that if there had been a decision in that suit in favor of Gov-
ernor Smith," or if he had held on to the office, there -would have been violence. That
is only my belief; and I may be mistaken.

Question. You drew that conclusion from vrhat you saw and heard on the occasion ?

Answer. Yes, sir. More from what I observed than from what I heard. I noticed
the movements of men. I noticed that men, between whom and myself there had
never been the slightest unkindness, went by me in the street without noticing me, or
would scowl at me, swelled, as it were, with rage or other passion. As I have already
stated, I did not commence that suit ; I was not in Montgomery when it was com-
menced. When I arrived in Montgomery I had no more knowledge of its haviug been
c<immenced, or of the contents of the bill, than any gentleman of this committee.

Question. All that the governor asked was a fair contest and hearing ?

Answer. His appeal was to the law in the regular, usual, and, in my opinion, justifia-

ble form.
Question. Was that refused to him?
Anstver. He filed his bill for an injunction
Question. I mean was it practically refused? Had he any opportunity for contest ?

Ansicer. No, sir; and he could have no opportunity for contesting the election until

the legislature had passed a law on the subject. I have heard the idea suggested that

under the coustitutional provision which has been read a contest for the office of gov-
ernor is properly triable before a joint convention of the two houses, and that all they
have to do is to make rules as they go along. But any man who will read the provision

of our constitution will see that that construction is entirely untenable, for the words
are, " in such manner as may be prescribed by law." A law cannot be passed by a joint

convention. Under our constitution a law nuist be passed by the two houses, each act-

ing separately and for itself; and then it must go to the governor for his approval or

disapproval. No law can be i^assed in Alabama unless it is'sent to the governor, with
an opportunity ou his part to approve or disapprove it.

Question. Did Governor Smith abandon that contest and resign the office to Mr. Lind-
say under the pressure of these manifestations of violence and to secure the public

peace ?

Answer. I am satisfied that the manifestation of violence had some effect on him

;

that, in connection with the firm conviction that his continuance in the assertion of his

rights, though in a lawful and peaceful manner, would result in violence and in great

injury to the material interests of the State, induced the course which he took.

Question. Do you think the views which operated upon Governor Sniith in abandoning
the contest were well founded in fact ?

Answer. In every particular. I think he was right as to the apprehension of violence,

and that he was right in his apprehension as to the exceedingly damaging consequences
to the business interests of the State if he should continue the contest.

Question. Do you believe that Judge J. Q. Smith's unauthorized order for his presence

in court was made with the intent to intimidate him?
Answer. I think that Judge J. Q. Smith required the governor to come into court in

order that when he gave judgment against him he might order him committed to cus-

tody until other people could go to the caiiitol, get po.ssessiou of the governor's rooms,

ami turn them over to Mi-. Lindsay; in that way i)ievonling Governor Smith from
appealing to the revising power in time to jjrevent his actual dispossession—before ho
could make out the necessary iiapers and invoke the revisory action of another tri-

bunal.
Question. Would the judge have had any lawful power to imprison Governor Sraitli?

Answer. In such a case the judge is authorized in a certain contingency to issue a war-
rant. One section of the statute to which I have already refericd provides that

—

" If the person complained against does not make such affidavit, and it appears that

any such books, papers, or property are withheld, the officer belbre whom the proceed-

ings are had must, by wanant, commit the person so withholding to the jail of the

county, there to remain until he delivers such books, papers, and property, or is other-

wise discharged by law."
My idea was that the judge intended to decide the case against Governor Smith, and

at the time he announced his decision to have a warrant prepared to put him in imme-
diate custody, and send him to jail under that warrant, while others would go to the

Capitol and take possession of the office, thus deiiriviug Governor Smith of the oppor-

tunity to supersede the eliect of the decision until the revising tribunal, the supreme
court, should pass upon the question.

Question. That is, dejniving Governor Smith of the opportunity of appealing, of suing
out a certiorari or writ of error ?

Answer. We had prepared a certiorari, and the judge to whom wc proposed to apply
for the writ was in the city of Montgomery; but I told the governor, and 1 think he
agreed with me in the opinion, "You see this case is going against you, and my opmion
is that before we can get to tlie judge to obtain a certiorari the warrant will be signed,

and you w ill be sent oti" to jail."
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Question. You think, then, that Judge Smith was lending himseK to this effort to get
violent possession of the office ?

Answer, He was an enemy of Governor Smith before.
Question. Was he a personal enemy of Governor Smith ?

Answei: That is my understanding. Governor Smith had taken part, it was under-
stood, in recommending the removal of Judge J. Q. Smith from the office of district

attorney, for his improper conduct in that office.

Question. "Was that the same J. Q. Smith ? i

Ansiver. The very same. He had been district attorney, and Governor Smith had used
|

his whole official influence to get him removed.
Question. Do you think there is another judge in Alabama who would have lent him-

self to such a proceeding as Judge Smith did on that occasion ?

Ansivet: I do not.

Question. You say he was holding court in a distant part of the circuit, and they sent
for him and brought him there ?

Ansicer. Ho was holding court at Sekna, forty or fifty miles distant. I do not say
they sent for him. The principal lawyers who managed the case—Judge Pettus, Judge
Brooks, and General John T. Moore—were Selma lawyers, wlio were attending Judge
J. Q. Smith's court where he was then holding it. These lawyers came up about the
time Judge J. Q. Smith did, and Judge Brooks was the vei^ man who had the complaint
in his possession. When Governor Smith was served with the summons he sent to
Judge J. Q. Smith to obtain the complaint, and was answered that Judge Brooks had
it. Those three gentlemen lived in Selma, but there were some Montgomery lawyers
associated with them.

Question. Judge J. Q. Smith was not the judge who really had jurisdiction of the case ?

Ansuer. My interpretation of the law—and I do not think it can bo doubted by any
one who reads the statute—is that such a proceeding must be instituted in the county
where the person refusing to deliver over the books and papers resides ; in other words,
it was necessary, in my opinion, that the case should have been brought before the
judge of the circuit in which was the county in which Governor Smith resided. It was
not alleged in the complaint that he resided anywhere.

Question. There was not enough on the face of the papers to give the judge jurisdic-
tion?

Ansiver. You know that the established rule in regard to summary proceedings un-
known to the common law and authorized by statute is that every fact essential to the
jurisdiction of the court must appear upon the face of th« papers.

Qufstion. And there was nothing on the face of the papers authorizing Judge Smith
to take jurisdiction of the case ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; he had no more jurisdiction upon the complaint on wliich he acted
than a private citizen would have had.

Question. Did you bring it to the attention of the judge as a matter of fact that Gov-
ernor Smith did not reside in that county ?

Ansiver. I stated it to him distinctly; he knew it as well as I did. All the lawyers
knew that Governor Smith never pretended to reside in Montgomery at all ; he was a
well-known citizen of Eandolph.

Question. You say that the speaker of the senate, while the injunction was in full

force, proceeded to disregard it, to act in violation of it ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and under the circumstances I stated. On the day fixed for the
opening of the returns before the two houses the then president of the senate, who was
named Barr, went with the Senate into the hall of the house, and there opened and
counted the returns for lieutenant governor, and declared that election. He declai'ed

E. H. Moran elected lieutenant governor. He also opened and counted the returns for

the office of the secretary of state. Mr. Parker was declared elected to that office. He
also opened the returns for the office of superintendent of education and declared the
election of Mr. Hodgson to that office. But he had been enjoined beforehand not to

open the returns for the election of governor and State treasurer. He obeyed the in-

junction, stating in the presence of both houses that the injunction had been served on
him and that he felt bound to obey it. After the returns of the other officers had been
opened, and when he had made that statement, he retired with the senate to the senate

chamber, and the senate thereupon instantly adjourned. After the senate had adjourned,

E. H. Moran, who had been declared lieutenant governor, and who by the constitutioa

became presiding officer of the senate, went into the hall of the house and took the

speaker's stand.

Question. Without being sworn in ?

Answer. He was sworn in by a circuit judge, not in the presence of the two bodies.

As soon as he was sworn in he went into the hall of the house, took the spealcer's chair,

and .sent for the returns in the office of the secretary of state. They were brought up,

and he opened them there in the presence of the house, after the adjouniment of the

senate, and declared Lindsay elected governor. In my opinion, there never was a
more lawless proceeding.
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Question. Was lie not sworn to obey the constitution of the State ?

Anstcer. 1 suppose he was.
Question. He was required to take such an oath before entering upon the office ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; that oath is prescribed by the constitution.
Question. Does not the constitution of your State expressly declare that the counting

of the votes shall take place in the iiresence of a majority of the general assembly ?

Answer. Yes, sii- ; the constitutiou provides that the returns shall be opened and pub-
lished " in the presence of a majority of the members of the general assembly."

Question. And there was not such a majority 'present ?

Answer. I do not say that there was not a majority of the members, because sixty-

seven constituted a majority of the members of both houses ; but you will notice that
although the provision speaks of " a majority of the members," it says, " a majority of
the members of the general assembly." What is the " general assembly ?" The gen-
eral assembly of Alabama is a majority of each house ; it takes the two houses to make
the general assembly. The house by itself is no general assembly; the senate by ttself

is no general assembly. The constitution declares that nothing less than a majority
of either shall constitute a quorum to do business. The senate consists of thirty-three

members, and the house of one hundred ; and it takes an actual majority of the senate
and an actual majority of the house to constitute a general assembly. So that the
provision I have read means the same as if the language were, " iu the presence of a
majority of the members of each house." It could not mean anything less. This pro-
ceeding on the part of the lieutenant governor was taken after the actual adjourn-
ment of one of the houses.

Question. The general assembly, then, was not in session ?

Answer. No, sir ; only the house was in session ; the general assembly was not iu
session.

Question. Did this counting take place iu the senate chamber ?

Ansieer. No, sir : the lieutenant governor went to the hall of the house. By the con-
stitution he is made the presiding officer of the senate, and under the constitution he
has no rightsassuchofficer, except when he goes with the senate, and as its presiding
officer.

Question. After the senate adjourned he went into the house ?

Anszcer. Yes, sir; he went into the house, and up to the speaker's table.

Question. Do you suppose that this swift proceeding of his was because he feared that
an injunction might be served upon him if he delayed?

Ansu'tr. I think it was likely : I think it arose probably iu part from that, but more
from the fact that they were determined to put Lindsay in office as governor, law or
no law. I do not think they had any idea of obeying any iujunctiou or any law that
stood in the way of carrying out theii- purpose.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. Would the senate, constituted as it was, have had a right, by remaining
out, to defeat the inauguration of a governor fairly elected ?

Ansieir. I do not think they would ; I think tliere would have been a remedy in case
of their refusal.

Question. What would have been the remedy?
Answer. The remedy, I iiresume, would have been for the house, in the first iilace, to

have invited the senate to come ; in case the senate would not come, then the house,
when they found the senate iu session, the presiding officer of the senate being on
their side, could just have marched into the senate chamber.* The constitutiou does
not say whether the returns shall be opened iu one chamber or the other ; the language
is, " In the presence of a Aiajority of the members of the general assemblj'." If the
senate would not come over to the hall of the house, what was to hinder the house
from saying, " We will go over to the senate. We have a mau friendly to us as pre-

siding officer of that body ; and as soou as both houses are present, he will oiien the
retm"ns and announce the result."

Question. Suppose the senators had been shai'p enough to anticipate that trick, aud
had adjourned and left their chamber?

Answer. If it had come to a question of sharpness, it looks to me as if the one hun-
dred members .of the house, situated as the house were, ought to have been sharp
enough to accomplish their i)urpose. The house meets on one side of the capitol, and
the senate on the other; the only entrance is on the same floor; the two liou.«e8 being
separated by a rotunda that is not much larger than this room. If it had come to a

trial of tactics of that sort, there would have Ix'cu no difficulty in the hoxise cornering
the senate and keeping them cornered until the thing had been done. If I had belonged
to the democratic side, that is the way I would have done it.

Question. Suppose that the senate, as a body, had adjourned absolutely. It would then
have made no dift'erence whether the members of the senate were there or iu Washing
ton, or anywhere else ?

Answer. That is not supposable. Under our constitutiou neither house can, without
the couseut of the other, adjourn for longer than, three days.
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Question. What I say is, suppose that the seuate had heard that the members of the
house were coming, aud had adjourned, the mere presence of the members of the sen-
ate after the body had adjourned would not have been sufficient ?

Ansicer. In answer to that, I would ask you, how could the senate hear it? The
house, with a strong democratic majority, could have i^assed a motion to adjourn as
quickly as I could snap my fingers.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)
Q.uesfion. There was no manifestation on the part of the senate of a disposition to do

anything to circumvent the law in that matter ?

Ansicer. No, sir. The senate and its presiding officer, until the newly elected lieu-
tenant governor came in, acted in strict obetlience to the injunction, and as law-abid-
ing citizens ; there was no secrecy about their proceedings ; they went in and partici-
pated in counting the votes for all the officers except those two with reference to whom
the injunction had been served. The president of the senate announced to the two
houses that an Injunction had been served on him, notifying him not to open the
returns for governor and State treasurer, that he would obey the injunction, and decline
to count those votes. Having opened and counted the returns of the other officers, he
retired.

Question. Was there any need of that hot haste evinced by the lieutenant governor ?

Could it subserve any purpose except to evade the decision "of the court ?

Ansiver. It could serve no purpose, so far as I know, but to break the force of the
injunction. There was no need of the hot haste an.d irregular manner in which the
lieutenant governor and the house proceeded. The pretense was, that it was the last

day of the week. The constitution declares that the returns shall be opened and pub-
lished " during the first week of the session." This was Saturday, and they said they
had to do it on that day. But, as every lawyer knows, the designation of the first

week of the session is merely directory. If it had been done the second or the third
week of the session, it would have been just as good.

Question. Under all the rules of construction practiced by the courts, is it not held
that such provisions in a constitution or law are merely directory ?

Ansu-er. Of course, the power does not depart because the time has elapsed. The
courts have made a distinction between what is directory and what is obligatory ; and
I take it that any lawyer of ordinary sense would admit that the opening and publish-
ing of the retui-ns would have been just as valid the second week of the session as the
first.

Question. Under all these circumstances, is Governor Lindsay now governor of the
State of Alabama under even the forms of law ?

Ansicer. Well, sir, he is governor by the XJi'ocess I have spoken of—the palpable,
plain, defiant breach of the injunction; and I understand all the decisions on this sub-
ject to declare that an act done contrary to an injunction is an unlawful act and void.

I recollect one case upon the subject, which I hunted up in 5 Munford's Reports. And
the injunction is just as binding upon other parties who have notice as it is upon those
who are actually parties to the bill.

Question. Is, then, Governor Lindsay governor of the State under even the forms of

law ; were not the forms of law violated in the publication of the votes, &c. ?

Ansicer. If you mean to ask me whether he is governor dejiire, I sjj^ that of course I

do not consider any man governor dejure who has obtained an essential i)art of his title

to the office by a breach of an injunction.

Question. The counting of the votes was not under the forms of law ?

Ansuier. No, sir, it was not.

Question. And the announcement of the election was notr under the forms of law ?

Answer. No, sir; it was against law.
Question. And against the form prescribed in the constitution ?

Ansice): Certainly.
QueMiOH. I put to you, then, the question whether, under the forms of law, Mr. Lind-

say is the governor of Alabama ?

Answer. I think not ; and in saying so I refer to the facts which I have stated.

Question. I understood you to say that the retiring speaker of the senate announced
in the presence of the lieutenant governor elect that such an injunction had been
served.^

Answer. He did.

Question. That brought the existence of such an injunction to the attention of the

lieutenant governor ?

Answer. O, no doubt he knew of it.
'

Question. Was not, then, the incoming lieutenant governor as much bound by that

injunction as the officer who was going out '?

Ansiver. I understand all the authorities to be that way.
Question. The lieutenant governor was the successor in office of Mr. Barr, the pro-

eiding officer of the senate ?
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Answer. Yes, sir ; and he had actual notice of the injunction. Barr was not enjoined
as an individual, but as the presiding officer of the senate. The injunction, when made
known to the lieutenant governoi*, was as binding on him as on his predecessor, Barr.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. What is the result, under yoiirlaw, if any person served with an injunction
disobeys it ?

Answer. It is a contempt, and he is -put in jail and fined.

Question. Why did they not put this man in jail ?

Answer. Had there been an honest judge left in the State that would have been done,
if the case had not been compromised between Governor Smith and Mr. Lindsay.
There was never a plainer contempt on the face of the earth.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Then Governor Lindsay is governor of the State not only against the forms
of law, but he was made governor in direct disobedience of an injunction of one of your
supreme court judges ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. The officer who made the count and declared him elected governor was vio-
lating the injunction ?

Answer. He was.
Question. Was Lindsay elected governor upon a fair count of the votes ?

Answa: From the best information I have I do not believe he was. From the best
information I have been able to obtain I believe that Governor Smith was le'gally

elected.

Question. Now, I ask this further question : was Governor Smith, by the action of the
lieutenant governor in opening and publishing the retui'ns at that time, denied any
opportunity of contesting the election ?

Ansicer. It was not by the simple action of the presiding officer that the oppoi-tunity
to contest was cut off. It was by the failure of the general assembly to pass a law pre-
scribing the manner in which a contest should be made.

Question. But if they should jiass such a law now there could be no such contest ?

Antiwcr. Yes, sir; I take it that Governor Smith could contest even now if the neces-
sary law were passed.

Question. For the time being he was cut off from any opportunity to contest ?

Answe): He was.
Question. And by the means of the opening and publication of the returns at that

time the prima facie case was given to Governor Lindsay ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Yon say that even now a contest might be made if the legislature would
pass the necessary act ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has the legislature passed an act upon the subject of contests in such cases?
Answer. No, sir, it has not.

Question. The passions and hates of which you spoke as having been engendered at
the commencement of the war and subsisting at its termination have not yet abated
in Alabama f

Answer. With too many people I am satisfied they are not abated at all; with a
large number I think they are diminished iu force. I think that these "new departure "

men—I mean the latest edition of the "new departure"—are cooler. I do not think
they could or would countenance this "new departure" if it were not that their pas-
sions are becoming cooler.

Question. You think that this cooling of their passions has not been until since the
" new de])arture ?

"

Answer. I thinic uot.

Question. You have heard of Ku-Ivlux outrages in different parts of the State—out-
rages by nu-n in disguise?

Ansiver. I luive heard of them in several portions of the State, not iu many parts.

I do not think that this Ku-Klux organization, or this lawless organization, whatever
name you may call it, exists in many counties of the State ; but it does in a few. A
large part of the State, I believe, is fiee from it, and can get along very well.

Question. Do you suppose that organization is political in its character?
Answer. I have no idea that it is anything else than jwlitical.

Question. Does it operate in the interest of the democratic pai'ty?
Answer. Always, so far as I have heard.
Question. You believe it was through the instrumentality of that organization that

Lindsay's vote was large enough for him and his friends to make this demonstration
of which you have spoken?
Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. Do you think that the organization grew out of the passion and hate of
which you spoke ?

Answei-. I have no doubt of it. I will say further that from the hest information I

have, there are in the organization respectable, clever men, men who, aside from thia,

would be counted as first-class men anywhere. What I mean to say is, that I am satis-

fied the organization is not confined to any low order of people. I believe that good
men—men in every other respect free from objection—belong to it.

Question. Do you think the object of that organization is to annul practically that
feature of the reconstruction policy which gives to the colored men the free exercise
of the right of sufirage ?

Ansioe)'. I think so.

Question. Do you think that is the main object ?

Answer. I think that is certainly one of their leading objects. You may group the
whole matter, I think, by saying that the object is to deprive the republican party not
only of political rule, but of any force or respectability in the State.

Question. Have the operations of this organization practically annulled, in some
localities of the State, the free exercise of the right of sufirage by colored men ?

Ansiver. From what I have heard colored men say, I am satisfied that a good many
of them have absolutely abstained from the exercise of the right because they were
afraid of the violence threatened by such organizations.

Question. They are afraid of this Ku-IOux organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. If there is any other fact you desire to state in regard to this organization,
or any other matter connected with this subject, state it in a general way.

Ansiver. Nothing else occurs to me.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Do you think there is any way for the two races to live peaceably together
in Alabama except upon the basis of complete civil and jiolitical equality in the eyes
of the law ?

Ansiver. No, sir, I do not ; and I believe it is the interest of both races that we
should live in that way. I think we shall be mutual helps to each other. One remark
I may as well make in this connection : You asked me a while ago about taxes. I have
heard a great deal said about the republican legislature, its extravagance, corruptions,
and all that. My belief about that matter is that if you offset against that charge all

that the republican administration of the State of Alabama has accomplished, you
will find that these benefits to the State will much more than counterbalance every-
thing that can be said on the other side.

Question. Do you, in that remark, refer to the prospective liabilities of the State
incurred by indorsement of railroad bonds, &c. ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Alabama is naturally one of the richest, ifnot the very richest. State
in the Union, according to all the testimony of men who profess to be thoroughly ac-
quainted with minerals and the value of minerals. Before the republicans had power
in Alabama we had nothing like- a system of railroads. We had but a small number
of raili'oads, comparatively speaking, and nothing like a railroad system—in other
words, nothing which contributed toward the development of the mineral wealth of
the State, which is not far from the territorial center of the State. The republicans,

when they entered upon the State administration in the summer of 1868, found no
money in the treasury, as I understand and believe. All they had to go on was the
credit of the State. State bonds at. that time were very greatly depreciated. The
white people of the State were generally arrayed against the republicans ; and I believe

a good many of the white people did not believe the republicans could run the govern-
ment ; they believed that the State credit would depreciate still more on the accession

of a republican administration. Yet, going into power in the State, without money
and with nothing but this depreciated State credit, the republicans have caused an
unprecedented amount of raikoad to be eonstructed. The raihoad system Avhich has
been inaugurated is one of the most iierfect and complete to be found in any State in

the Union. One of the main tn:nk lines has been completed—the Stanton road—from
Chattanooga, Tennessee, through the heart of the mineral region of our State, and
through one of its richest agricultural regions, to Meridian. The other main trunk line

is to extend from Montgomery to Decatui', through the mountains, which abound in

coal and other minerals, which heretofore have been useless, and would always have
remained so without railroads. These two gi'and trunk lines cross each other near the
heart of the mineral region of the State. One is already comiileted ; the completion ot

the other is insured within less than a year, according to the best authorities.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Are you connected with either of those roads ?

Ansiver. I have a small amount of interest in the one which is not completed—the
South and North Alabama Kailroad. My interest in the road is very small—incou-
Biderable.
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Question. I suppose the whole amount owned by private stockholders is inconsider-
able ; I presume the State aid really constructed the road ?

Answer. I am a stockholder to the extent of only a few shares in this South and North
Alabama Railroad. I would be willing to relinquish any day my interest as a stock-

holder. The stock will never be worth anything to me ; but the road is valuable for

State development. With this system of railroads, which will shortly bo completed,
the State will be in a far better condition for paying the increased liabilities which it

is claimed have been created, than it would have been to j)ay the old debt in the unde-
velojied condition of the State.

^Hf8/(0)i. What was the old debt? •

'

Anaiver. Three, or four, or five millions.
Question. If all these roads entitled to State aid are constructed, will it not amount

to over i'oTtj millions ?

Answer. From thirty to forty millions, as I understand.

By Mr. Buckley :

Qnestion. Is not the interest of the State in those roads secured?
Answer. The State has a first-mortgage lien on the property of all the roads aided ; that

is the reason why I say I do not count the stock as worth anything to the stockholder.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Did you ever hear of an instance in which one of these first mortgages
against a railroad has been enforced in anj' State of this Union?
Answer. I think thej" have enforced them in Tennessee to the whole extent of the

property ; but I understand that in the case of the Tennessee roads there was a loss to

the State, because the roads were destroyed during the war, and because of the depre-
ciation of confederate money. I liave heard Tennessee railroad men say that had the
confederacy succeeded and confederate money turned out to be valuable, the railroads

Avould have been richer than they ever were. But the roads turned pretty much every-
thing they had into confederate money ; they had piles of that when the war clcsed

;

l)Ht that, of course, had become valueless. Besides that the roads were damaged by
tht army. In that way the State of Tennessee lost, when otherwise it would not have
done so. There is, in my judgment, no reasonable probability that in any contingency
which can occur the State of Alabama can possibly lose, in the way of liabilities

assumed to aid railroads, anything that will at all be eutitled to oifset the lasting gaius
that will be acquired by the developmeutof our wealth and power resulting from these
enterprises. Alabama without railroads would have been in an awfully bad condition
to pay even the comparatively little debt that before existed.

Question. Of course Alabama was not entirely without railroads ?

Answer. Not entirely ; but she had nothing like a railroad system. There was not a
particle of railroad at the right place—in the mineral region. The roads which had
been built liad been constructed on other considerations than State development.
Governor Lindsay has now actually taken possession of one road under a first mort-
gage ; so that you will have in Alabama, if you have never had anywhere before, a case
of enfoicing a first mortgage against a railroad by taking actual iiossession on the part
of the Stat<i.

By Mr. Bucklky :

Question. Did not all the democratic members of the legislature vote for the Stanton
bill ; was not that bill supported iiTcspective of party ?

Avsicer. There was but one democrat in the senate ; and he was a strong advocate
of it.

Question. Who drew that bill?

Answer. One of tbe leading democrats in the State—my successor in the office of chief
justice—A. J. Walker. The bill had very strong democratic backing. Walker was
chiefjustice after I left the bench until he was pushed out by reconstruction.

By Mr. Blair:

Question. A question was asked you with regard to the administration of justice in

your State, and you said there was a class of cases in which politics mingled, and in

which it was difficult to administer justice.

Answtr. Yes, sir.

Question. Has not that always been the case?
Answer. I think that to some extent it has always been the case.

Question. Everywhere in the world, so far as you have heard?
Answer. Well, wherever I have beeu I think it has been so.

Question. There is a great deal of human nature iu mankind?
Ai'swci: There is more of that sort of human nature now, because there is more vio-

lence DOW than ever before.
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Question. The political convictions of men are like all other convictions, and always
have a great influence, of course, in governing their determinations and actions ?

Answet: Yes, sir; that is my judgment, from what I have observed.
Question. You said that in the last canvass in your State the democrats in your sec-

tion had their able men, and addressed themselves, by everj^ legitimate means, to the
people, and j'et failed to make any impression ; that the radicals rather increased their
vote ?

Answer. I said that was the case in certain parts.

QuesiioH. Did not the radicals in that section of the State have the advantage of your
conversion and that of Governor Parsons to aid them ?

AnsKir. Yes ; but they had that advantage, I should supjjose, generally throughout
the State ; for it was known everywhere.

Question. But that was the particular portion of the State in which you and Governor
Parsons resided, and therefore the one in which you had most influence?

Answer. I resided at Montgomery, and Governor Parsons some distance above Mont-
gomery.

Question. But in the same region of country ?

Answer. My speeches were printed and pretty generally circulated. I think the
republicans had the benefit thi-ou^hout the State of the accession of Governor Parsons
and myself.

Question. Generally, a man's influence amounts to something more in his immediate
neighborhood?

An.su-er. Very often it does.
• Question. Did any others who had formerly acted with the democrats in that imme-
diate region of country connect themselves with the republican party at that time ?

Afisiver. I do not recollect any other prominent men.
Question. That was a " new departure" for you ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was entirely new to me.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. The election was all quiet about Montgomery ?

Answer. Yes, sir; there was nothing more than the ordinary political excitement. It

was an election which excited great interest.

Question. The falling off in the republican vote was where the distiu'bances existed ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Although tiic statute, in so many words, declares a punishment for chal-
lenging the vote of any person, yet still, as a legal proposition, you think that is only
intended to prohibit the challenging of auj' person legally qualified to vote ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and I do it upon the principle of the old case found in the books.
A statute was passed against drawing blood in the streets of a certain city. The stat-

ute said, in so many words, that whoever drew blood in the streets of that city should
sufi'er a certain penalty. A man fainted in the street, and a doctor, passing by, pulled
out his lancet, and, to save the man's life, bled him. It was held by all the judges that,

although the case was, within the letter of the statute, a violation of the law, it was
not within the spirit of the provision, and therefore was not punishable under the
statute. I think that the same rule of construction wotild apply in this case.

Question. Practically, how does that prohibition operate ?

Answer. What I would saj' on that subject would be mere conjecture. I believe I

would not myself hesitate to challenge a man who I thought was not entitled to vote.
Question. Would you not have hesitated if you had supposed you would be made an

object of jiersecution? Suppose your own son had offered to vote, and you knew he
was not twenty-one years of age, wonld you not have hesitated to challenge him if you
knew you wouhl be the object of legal j)ersecution under this statute, the language of
M'hich is directly inhibitory ?

Ansiver. Whether I would challenge in such a case would depend on the mood I was
in. If I was in quite a pacific mood, I would not have challenged probably, but would
have refrained in order to have peace. If I was at all stirred, I would have challenged
and taken the consequences.

Question. Do people generally want to borrow trouble in that way ?

Answer. No, sir; I think not.

Question. Does not such a law as that operate to defeat the right of challenge '/

Answer. I think it checks it.

Question. Do you not believe it was so intended?
Answer. I do not know. If my construction of it is right, then of course it was not

Construing the act fairly as a judge ought to do, I should say that the real intent and
meaning of the legislature was to prevent harassment of voters by challenges. Some-
times at elections, when there is a great crowd of voters at a c'ertaiu box, there is a
strong temptation for partisans to make challenges for mere delay. Under the old
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system a voter challenged was subjected to an examination, sometimes a hundred
questions being put him; and while time was thus being consumed nobody could vote.
The case of the man challenged must be settled before any more votes could be received.
Under that system it was in any man's power to exhaust the time allowed for voting
by foolish and ridiculous inquiries, pretended to have a bearing on the right of the
voter challenged. I have seen some of the most laughable things of that kind ; they
were on my side and I stood them well. For instance, an old bald-headed man, and
with all his remaining hair gray, would be asked, in a very earnest manner, whether
he did not know that he Avas under twenty-one years of age. The object of such
trifling was, of course, to take up time, and to keep out as many votes as possible.

Question. Such iiroceedings as that, occiu-ring in old times, were regarded as highly
humorous ?

Aiisicer. Yes, sir.

Question. At this day they give occasion for a Ku-Klux law ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; but I think, judging by the ordinary rules which ought to be fol-

lowed in construing the action of public bodies, the conclusion ought to be drawn that
the intention of this law was to prevent the harassment of men really entitled to vote.

Question. Since that law was passed have you ever known a man to be challenged ?

An^K-ei: I have never seen oue challenged; I have been very little about the polls.

Question. Have you ever heard of any ?

Anstcei: I do not recollect of having heard of such a case. I do not say there have
not been challenges.

Question. You have never heard of any ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. You have never heard any one say that there has been such a thing ?

Ansieer. I do not think so.

Question. Do you not know that the practical effect of that law is to defeat the right
of challenging anybody ?

Ansiver. The most I can say is that I think its tendency is to check the exercise of
the right of challenge.

Question. And to check the exercise of the right of challenge in that way is to break
down one of the safeguards of a fair election ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. The right to challenge is one of the safeguards. Of course, this

law takes away from it its full value ; but I think it operates in favor of oue party in

oue locality aud another in another. Where the democrats have full swing, they pile

in their illegal votes; and if the republicans have the control at another jilace they put
in theirs.

Question. Is it not the fact that in every election which has occurred up to this time,
since reconstruction, the radicals throughout the State have had the appointment
of all the managers of election !

Ansicer. No, sir, that is not the fact. I will take Russell County as xin illustration.

Xhat county has a democratic sheriff and a democratic circuit clerk. The probate
judge is a republican. In that county, I believe, from all the information I have. Gov-
ernor Smith had about fourteen hundred majority at the last election. It was the duty
of the returning oflicers in that county, under the provisions of the constitution, to

make a return of that election to the secretary of state. Thoy never made any return.

The republicans had a very large majority in that county, but, by the failure to make
a return. Governor Smith lost the advantage of that majority. His majority in that
single county was nearly equal to the majority reported in favor of Lindsay in the whole
State.

Question. You have not answered the question I asked. My question was whether,
uuder the previous election, the radicals did not have control of the managers of the
last election throughout the State. You have answered that question by mentioning
an isolated case.

Answer. I mentioned a case in which they did not, and I believe there were other
such cases.

Question. How many others ?

Answer. I do not know how many ; Ihave no means of arriAiug at actual knowledge :

but I am satisfied there are counties in Alabauia where a majority of the men who
api>oint the managers arc democrats. I grant you that in most of the counties the
republicans have the majority.

' Question. Do you not know the fact to be that at the election in 1868, when thes«
ofiScers were elected, the democrats abstained entirely from voting ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I know there have been a great many changes in the officera

since then.
Qu<^tioR, Do you mean they have changed their politics ?

Answer. No, sir ; I mean the otlicors are changetl. Some of them have changed their

politics. I understand, but many of the men who were elected at the electionin Febru-
ary, IdGS, have gone out of office, aud others have taken their ])laces.

Question. Had that change occurred prior to the last election '!

i
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Ansiver. Yes, sir, prior to the last election. v ^ i ^i i

Question. Have there been such changes as to any of the officers who had the selec-

tion of managers of the election ?

Ansice>: I think so ; that is my belief; I have no doubt about it.

Qi/esh'oH. Have the terms of their offices expired?
/vv i i ^i

Answer. Those who were voted for in February, 1868, have gone out of omco by death,

resio'nation, or otherwise, and before the last election others had been put in their places,

some of whom were democr.ats. I know that Governor Smith appointed democrats m
several instances. In the very county of Russell, of which I have spoken, the assess-

or, who is a democrat, was appointed by Governor Smith.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Do you remember how it was in Greene County ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I heard how it was in Greene County. In Tuscaloosa County, also,

I understand there is a democratic sheriif, who was appointed by Governor Smith. He
was not, however, an extreme partisan by any means.

By Mr. Blair :

Que!>iion. Do you say that the officers in Greene County are democratic ?

Ansiver. I have heard that the sheriff or some other officer there appointed by Gov-

ernor Smith was a democrat. I do not profess to have any personal knowledge on the

subject. As to Eussell County, I have such knowledge. I know the circuit clerk, the

probate judge, and the sheriff in that county. Ware is sheriff, Faulkner circuit clerk,

and Applebv probate judge.
, ^ . j a.- i ^

Question. At the general election in 1868 the democrats abstained entirely from

voting ?

Answer. I do not say that they al>stained entirely.

Question. Well, to a ^-e^y great extents

Answer. Doctor Worthy was elected senator at that very election.

Qiiesiion. One democratic senator was elected out of how many ?

Answer. Thirty-three. ,.-, , ^ • j- x- ^i •

Question. But to a very great extent 'the democrats did abstain from casting their

votes for anvbody at that election?

Answer. Yies, sir; that was the policy adopted and ui'ged upon them.

Question. And at the elections which were held throughout t4ie State at that time

radicals were elected in about the same proportion as in the senate, where there was

one democrat to thirty-two republicans ?

Answer. I should think so.
, ,. , , ^, i. ^ xi

Question. In that state of affairs, where the republicans had the management ot the

polls bv thirtv-two to one throughout the State, how can you undertake to say that

the democrats perpetrated more frauds in the election than the republicans—that more

fraudulent votes were cast by the democrats ?
^^ ^ ^, -,.. t +i <-

Ansiver. I do not put it so strongly as you do. I do not say that they did, I say that

niv belief is that they did, and I will tell you the grounds of my belief. I think that

a Jrreat many officers who were called republicans were influenced in one way or an-

other—some by intimidation, and some by other means-to play into the hands of the

democrats. I have heard of things of that sort, and I believe there is ground to be-

^^^uesftol!'. Did you never hear of anything of that sort on the other side? Would

the radicals never tamper with such matters ? ^ .^ ^, , -, , + +i,o+ t
Answer. I do not pretend to say they would not if they had a chance

;
as to that, I

think thev would. But I say that between the election ot February, 1868, and the last

election changes in the officers were effected in one way or another, and in that way 1

think the denlocrats had, as managers of elections, secured a good many more men

who were either openly or covertly on their side than the public at large, especiaUy at

this distance, have any conception of That is my beliet.
,, , v +1 ,

Question. Is it not a fact with which you are conversant, as are all other southeiu

men, that there is nmch greater difficulty in recognizing negroes than whites i

Answer. Yes, sir, that is so.
. „ -, xi i x- ai

Question. And that frequently negroes can practice fraud upon the election officers

by passing themselves off under different names, where a white man would be instantly

detected '1

Answer. I think there is a striking difference in that respect.

Question. Very striking ?

Answa: I think so.
, , , x-/:: i x i 4- ~„„<.i..

Question. That difficulty of identifying negroes has been testified to by most gentle-

men from the South, whose attention has been called to it.

Answer. I think it is obviously the fact.

Question. Does not that give the radicals, who control these negroes, a much greater

facility for fraud ?
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Ansioer. It does ; there is no doubt about that. '

Question. And do not the negroes, who are themseh-es ignorant of their rights in
these matters, very frequently duplicate their votes over and over again ?

Ansxcer. I do not know. I hear that the democrats say that they do.
Question. You hear that allegation ?

A)iswer. I do.

Question. Is it not reasonable to snj^pose that a class of i)ersons who cannot appreciate
the villainy of such a transaction would be easily induced to do it ?

Answer. Yes; I think it is very likely there has beeu illegal voting of that sort. I
believe there has beeu, though I have no knowledge of it.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Are not voters required to be registered before they vote ; and do not the
election officers keep a record of the names of the electors, and compare the names with
those on the registration list ? ,
Answer. That is what they ought to do.

Question. The law provides for it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has it not been the custom in your county and other counties to divide
the managers of the elections jiolitically ?

Ansicer. There was an agreement on that subject between the two executive com-
mittees before the last election. The chairmau of the two State committees came to
an agreement to that effect. My recollection is (and I do not think I can be mistaken
on that point) that the arrangement was to this effect : That in counties where the
democrats had the majority, at least one republican should be appointed among the
officers of the election at each precinct, and where the republicans had control, at

least one democrat was to be appointed.

By Ml". Blahi :

Question. It has been testified here that that agreement was totally disregarded
throughout the State.

Answer. I know of no disregard of it myself. I supposed that it had been regarded.

By Mr. Bucklky :

Question. Did not that agreement extend in the same manner to the counting of the
votes after the ballots had been cast ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is my recollection that it extended to the counting ofthe votes;

that each party was to be repesented.

By the Chaikm-vn, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. Did you ever hear that the arrangement had been disregarded ?

Answer. I do not recollect of hearing before th.at it had been disregarded. From the
character of the chairman of the repu.blican executive committee, I am satisfied he
would not disregard it, or countenance the disregard of it. I refer to General Healy,
United States marshal. He is an officer who conducts himself in such a way, I believe,

as to give satisfaction to the democrats generally.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You have stated here several times that though you agreed with the demo-
crats for a long time, you now attribute your course at that time to passion and vio-

lence, which passion and violence you seem to think have taken possession of the
democratic party ?

Answer. No. sir ; I did not put it that way; I put it with more accuracy. I stated

that I was born and raised a democrat ; I believed in the faith of that party in its

strongest State-rights version. That was wiien I was cool. But, as I said, when the

war commenced there were evoked passions which existed during the war and con-

tinued to exist at its close. I said that my passions, instead of being abated by the

results of the war, were strengthened. My liatred for the republicans, and for the

objects which I supposed they laadin view, was increased. The passions which I spoke
of as cooling were those passions which I had jifter the war—not connected with the
democratic faith at all when I first embraced it, nor for many years afterwards—in fact,

not until since the war. My deliberate view years before the war, and at the com-
mencement of the war, was that the democratic doctrines were correct ; that the demo-
cratic party adopted the true interpretation of the Constitution ; and if I had had my
way I would have made that instrument read that way so clearly that nobody could

have misunderstood it. But I was disappointed by the war in having those doctrines

overturned. That increased my passions. Under the political doctrines which I had
opposed an iujportant part of the property of the southern people was destroj'ed.

The more these things happened the madder I became. It took a long time for me
to cool these passions and to perceive even that which was inevitable. If I had been

cooler I should have changed my political course earlier after the close of the war.
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Question. There are many men in this country who believed just the reverse of what

von believed in regard to the power of the Government to make war to suppress tho

rebellion, who devoted all their energies to the maintenance of the Government during

the war, and who have since abandoned the republican party because of its subsequent

usurpations ; who, so far from concurring with you in joining the republican party

after it has committed what southern people consider so many and such gross outrages,

have, after going through the war on the side i/f the Union and giving their utmost

efforts to suppress the rebellion, abandoned the republican party because of its usur-

pations since the war ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
x, j. xi

Question. Yet you think it is only necessary for a man to get cool" to see that the

republican party is the best thing in the world ?

Anm-et: Yes, sir ; that is my opinion. I know there are gentlemen such as you speak

of: and I have considered wiiat vou suggest in making up my judgment. I accord

such men full credit for the lionesty of their views, while I differ with them decidedly.

I think myself that the republican party can improve its practices ; but at the same

time I have no idea that in the State of Alabama, with the two races not very unequal

in numbers, we can get along at all as we ought to unless we allow civil and political

equality between the races. The democrats have not been able until lately to show

auv toleration toward men holding this view. I am delighted to See this '•' new depart-

ure." I wish it had begun earlier, and had been backed more strongly, if the move-

ment is really made in good faith.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. What do you think is the duty of the Government toward the colored

men ?

Aiiswa: My opinion is that the Government is bound to maintain the rights which,

as I understand, it has pledged to give to these colored people. I do not pretend

to sav that the Government ought to have come under such a pledge
;
but when

I look back at the course of events, I think that the party that had the rule ot the

country on the Union side during the war became under obligations to the colored peo-

ple which they ought not to be reproached for redeeming in good faith. What I mean to

sav is that I do not think it would have been exactly right for the Government in the hour

Qj^'emerfency, when it was said the life of the nation was at stake, to invoke the aid ot

the colored people and procure it by promises of doing somethmg for them, and then

afterwards fail to carry out those promises.

By Mr. Blair :

Qup.'iiion. Did the Government hi fact procure the aid of the colored people ? During

the war were there not many more colored people in the South aiding the rebellion

than helping the Union ?
, , - ., ^ j ^ i ^ ..f

inswer Well. I do not know of any colored men helping the confederate side, except

in thp way of carrying on the business in which they were always employed belore—

agricultural occupations.
. ^ x, r. .-^ .• • <.:,^

Question. Do you not know that the negroes built most of the fortifications m tuo

Answer. No, sir; I recollect they did build some in Alabama ;
but those did not do

any good.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. They did it under coercion ?

Ansuej: 0, yes, sir; they did not do it voluntarily,

By Mr." Blair:

Question. Did not a great many white men aid the rebellion under coercion ?

Answer. Do you mean in the Confederate States ?

Question. Yes, sir.
i .i. t ai i

Answer. I do not thiuk a great many of them did ; some did, no doubt. In Alab|ini3.

the contest in regard to secession was a close one; we had a hard time to get secession

through.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did you ever get it through ?
, , . ^ . . 4.-. i j

Annver We got it through the convention. Though that first step was attended

with f^reat difticulty, yet after the war commenced I think the people wore pretty

strou'vly in favor of whipping out the northern soldiers. It was a very tashionable idea

that we could do it and would do it. But you see we did not succeed. I think the

general idea was that we could establish a goverumeut of our own m the South
;
audi

believe that but a comparatively small portion of our people needed any coercion.





TESTIMONY TAKEN BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE.

HuNTSViLLE, Alabama, Odohcr G, 1871.

JOHN A. MINNIS sworu and examiued.

By the Chairjian, (Mr. Pratt) :

Question. Judge Miunis, what is your place of residence ?

Answer. Moutgomery, Alabama.
Question. How loug have you resided there ?

Answer. I thiuk about two years.

Question. Where did you go from when you went to Montgomery ?

Answer. I moved from Greenville, Alabama, forty miles below.

Question. Are you a native of the South?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was born and raised in North Carolina.

Question. How long have you lived in the State of Alabama ?

jHStoer. Since the "fall of 1866s
Question. In what State did yon live immediatelj previous to that ?

Answer. I moved from North Carolina to Tennessee in 1838, and lived there in Ten-

nessee until 1866.

Question. I will ask you to state what official position you now hold ?

Ansiver. District attorney of the United States for the northern district of Alabama,

which embraces the middle district.

Question. How long have you held that office ?

Ansiver. Now nearly a year ; not ciuite a year.

Question. How many terms of court have you attended since your appointment T

Answer. I have attended two at Montgomery and one at this place.

Question. Judge Jliunis, this committee is instructed by resolution of Congress to

inquire into the condition of the late insurrectionary States, so far as regards the exe-

cution of the laws and the safety of the lives and property of citizens of the United

States. I will ask you to state now, from your knowledge and from the information

received from others, what disturbances have existed in the northern part of Alabama

since you became acquainted with that part of the State.

Answer. My first experience with that was really in Middle Alabama.

Question. Well, you may extend your answer to Middle Alabama as well as Northern

Alabama.
. , ,.

Answer. My iirst experience with disturbances arose about the tune ot reconstruction

and the adoption of the constitution. I then lived at Greenville. There was a good

deal of hostility to those measures, and when it was announced who \vere the officers

that were to be elected, or proposed to be elected, under that reconstruction, there was

a o-reat deal of hostility to them. After the constitution was adopted, Judge Gardner,

who was elected probate judge, undertook to go into his office in Greenville, and there

were a "-reat many violent demonstrations. At the time the first one occurred I was

not at home ; I w'as off at court. They went in and besmeared his office all over.

They got in there in some way, and besides doing that they injured his books and

l^apers.

Question. Where did that occur?

Answer. That was in Greenville. A few days after that I heard a fuss on the street

iust below my office, and I ran down to see what it was. It was Gardner, trying to get

'into his store and two men trying to drag hiiu out. I went to them and began to per-

suade them to desist from such demonstrations. That did not seem to do any good.

Finally I just caught hold of them and told tliem tliey should not do it. At that time

I was not linowu as a republican at all. I had not really taken any part in politics.

Tiiat got me into a controversy, and I was very nnich denounced for my action in that

particular. It got me into the papers. He was frequently whipped, or attempted to

be whipped, by persons falling aboard of hiui, and he was finally attempted to be

assassinated; was shot through his whidow. There was a great deal of indignity

offered him. I do not know of any other officer being whipped, but indignity was

offered to all of them, and ir. was aimo.st impossible at that time to enforce the law

there. 1 thought a great deal of it, though, was owing to the inelVieiency of thi; sheriff.

Question. Was this in the year 1868 !

Answer. It vv-as in the year 1868. I do not know to give particular instances, but
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there was a great deal of that. Since that time that county, I think, has become
quiet, and is, perhaps, as orderly as any county in the State. They have got over that.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Will you name the county ?

Answer. Butler County. I think it is quiet and the law is well enforced. They have

a most excellent sheriff,'whose politics is scarcely known at all, a mau I was trying to

get Governor Smith to appoint for some time before he was appointed. His name is

Perdue. I do not think they now have any more difficulties. I have not heard whether
he was re-elected or was a candidate. There are portions of that county in which I do
not thijik yet the negroes have ever felt free to vote, particularly in the Monterey dis-

trict. I suppose there are from one to two hundred negroes in that district. From
my knowledge of them, I am satisfied that nearly or all of them are republicans, and
there has never been a republican vote by them given in the precinct ; and there are

other precincts in the same county of the same sort. Some of them have gone to ad-

joining precincts and voted.

By the Chairman :

Question. What proportion does the colored bear to the white population ?

Attswer. Perhaps there was a majority negroes. It is the next strongest colored pre-

cinct to Greenville precinct ; it is the richest portion of the county. I have heard, but

have no well-attested evidence of the fact, of various outrages there being committed
on the black population. I have no evidence of it to establish it, and do not propose

to speak of cases unless I have such evidence.

Question. Do the colored people there refr.ain from attending the polls in that pre-

cinct on account of intimidation and menaces?
Ansu-er. I think so; though I think that lately, since the general election, there has

been a better feeling even down there. I think there is an improvement generally

there, from my knowledge. I think men are very much moderated, and there is a
much better feeling.

Question. Proceed with your statement.
Answer. I then moved to Montgomery. The only thing I can relate which I kilew

particularly there, except just what I saw in the papers and heard in reference to out-

rages, was "when I was, by direction of Governor Smith, sent up to Eutaw to investi-

gate tlie matter of the killing of Boyd. I spent three weeks there.

Question. Do you speak of the riot that occurred there ?

A nswer. No, sir ; I speak of the killing of the register in chancery and county solicitor,

that occurred in 1809. I went up there to investigate that matter, and spent first one
week and afterwards two weeks. When I first went there I made no concealment of

my business, for I have never gone in any other character than o^ienly. I thought tho

people met me rather sourly, of course ; but I met an old acquaintance, a gentleman
who knew me very well, and he took me around and introduced me to a great many
men, and told them he was satisfied that I would do what was right : and after that I

bad no trouble myself with any of the citizens at all. I investigated that matter.

Question. Eutaw is in Greene County ?

Answer. Yes, «h\ When I went there, the solicitor having been killed, Luther Smith,

the judge, ])roposcd to appoint me the solicitor, knowing my business, but I declined,

and told him to have a lawyer appointed who lived in that county; and Mr. Snedecor,

a democrat and a very clever man, was appointed, and I in connection with him investi-

gated that matter. I myself talked with all the negroes I could get to see from that

region where the difficulty was supposed to have originated. It is a place called Uniou,
where there had been a good deal of difficulty, and'negroes had been killed, and some
white men killed, too. Upon that examination—and that was the first trace that satis-

fied me beyond all controversy that there was a regular organization—I became sat-

isfied that there was not a man living in that county that had had anything to do with
that killing; but I have no doubt that it was prompted by some men in the county;
but so far as I have any trace as to any man in the county, outside of Union beat, I

never had any evidence that any one had anything to do with it. I am eqnally satis-

fied f liat tho crowd that came down was organized outside of the county, and every

man iu the county, if there were any such, that belonged to or sympathized with that

order, was at home, and, if brought up, would have been able to prove it. Wc proved
by two witnesses that just that crowd was seen crossing into the county, from rather a

northern direction, that night just at dark; and they were seen to pass out of the

county just at daylight next morning.
Question. How much of a crowd was that ?

Answer. Thirty or forty was the number at which it was estimated, according to tho

testimony.
Question. Were the parties disguised ?

Answer. They were, with black loose gowns, with something that covered their faces,

Bomething like' quills that made them look like long, big teeth, and made a peculiar sort of
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noise. They came in by two roads, as the proof showed. One party came by one way
and one by another way, and they met there and at once sent out sentinels.

Question. Did they come on foot or horseback ?

Anstver. On horseback.
Question. Were the horses disguised ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. In what manner ?

Answer. I believe they had black hung over them.
Question. Were the men armed?
Anstver. Yes, sir, with gnus and with pistols. One witness said with sabres. Thoy

were seen by, perhaps, twenty men.
Question. Wliat did this gang proceed to do ?

Ansiver. They placed out sentinels as they came in, guarding the diffei'ent roads.
They went np and took Boyd out of his room, and he was shot. They had ropes with
them, that were seen by some parties, and I think tliey probably intended to hang him,
but he made some resistance, and in that resistance he was shot by some one of the
party. After the first shot there was an intermission of a miiinte or two, as those who
heard it stated, anil then there was quite a number of shots tired. He was found shot
by eight or ten balls, and was dead when found. I was told by men who saw it, and
men of the highest credibility, that there was scarcely a word spoken by them, and
the sentinels were sent out and brought in by a mere wave of the hand.

Question. How was it ascertained that Boyd resisted ?

Ansiver. That was ascertained by some persons who were in the room under him,
who had not gone to bed, and who heard scuffling.

Question. Was Boyd lodging at a public house f

Avsicer. Yes, sir ; he was staying at the tavern. I talked Avith the landlord who was
there, but not immediately there at tlie moment ; he was across the street playing bil-

liards.

Question. How was he assassinated, shot ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, shot.

Question What was his offense ?

Ansiccr. There are different opinions. I have my own hypothesis about it.. St>me-
years before the war Boyd, when quite a boy, was going to school at Union.. He was
^nephew of old Judge Miller, the keeper of customs at Mobile. While there Miller's

son and a man named Brown got into a fight, and Boyd got into tlie difficulty in some
w.ay and shot one Brown, who was killed. He was arrested and tried for it,, and con-
victed of murder in the second degree ; sentenced to the penitentiary ten years, and his
punishment was commuted by the governor to one year in the county jjail.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Was that the verdict of the jury or the commutation ?

Ansivei: It was the commutation. He was convicted and served one year.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did he serve his term ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, in the jail. He had been, upon conviction, 8entenc«d to the peni-
tentiary.

Question. How long was this homicide previous to the murder of Boyd ?

Ansiver. I do not know. It was two or three years before the war. He and his
mother then weut to Mississippi. After the war was over he came back and was ap-
pointed county solicitor and register in chancery. As county solicitor, after there had
been some negroes killed and a white man murdered up in that same neighborhood of
Union, he had put on foot an investigation. The general impression was that this

white man that was killed had been killed by some negi'oes. One of them was an
old bachelor who was pretty wealthy. He (Boyd) told some parties that he had evi-

dence showing that he w.as killed by white men for purposes of robbery. Mr. Snede-
cor himself told me that Mr. Boyd had made that statement to him, and he had said to
parties that he would investigate that matter if it took all simimer. Then I think
there was a good deal of political bitterness, he l)t'ing a republican ; and, as I thiuiv, the
main body of the Klan, or whatever it was in that county, was in the same region
where that matter took place, and were, I think, relatives of this same man, or con-
nected with him ; audi think that that tended to make the hatred against him more
intense on the part of the Klan, and his being a republican also made tliem dislike him

;

and I think they thought that he had loo much information for their safety. Tliese
three causes, I suytpose, determine<l his fate.

Question. Was there anv indictment preferred bv the grand jury for the murder of
Boyd ?

Answer. No, sir; the parties could not bo identified so as to get the granil jury to
indict.

Question. And never have been to this day ?

Ansiver. Never have been to this day.

34 A
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Question. ^Yhat county was it supposed that this band proceeded from?
Ansi(xr. I think myself that there were likely some from Tuscaloosa, some from

Pickens, and some citizens there ; at least those I have seeu since or talked with about

it have thought it likely that some of them were in from Mississippi ; that they were
from across in that region.

Question. How far distant were those points from that from which it was supposed that

these disguised men had come ?

Answer. It was sixteen or eighteen miles wh^re we had the last trace of them, I think.

That is my best recollection now. As to what point they came from, they were going
up and coming from the direction of those two counties which adjoin. These two
counties join, as I understand it, and, as it were, corner on Greene County. They were
coming from that direction, and going in that direction.

Question. What efforts, if any, were made by the citizens of Eutaw to bring the men
who had committed this outrage to justice?
Answer. I do not think, from what I can hear, that they made any at all. The

sheriff himself was out on the ground very soon after it occurred. The thing that

struck me as niost remarkable in investigating that affair, was that,in the course of an
hour or two after Boyd was shot a coroner's inquest was held ; men in tlio town got up
immediately and a coroner's inquest was held over him, and it was reported—I do not

remember the exact language of the report—that he was killed by some persons un-

known. All that was done immediately, and although the sheriff was upon the ground

and quite a number of men saw this, no pursuit was made at all nor any effort to

ascertain where the parties had gouo. The matter of finding where they had gone,

and their movements, was ascertained by myself and Mr. Snedecor sending for the

witnesses wherever we could hear of them.
Question. Was Mr. Boyd obnoxious in that community ?

Ansiper. There were very contradictory statements upon that subject. A great many
said, and it was published there in the paper, tliat he was exceedingly obnoxious in

his oliice as county solicitor and register in chaucery. Perhaps the most of the citizens

I talked with would give that account of it. I talked with Chancellor Clarke and
Major Webb, the two oldest and perhaps ablest lawyers there. They both told me
that they did not regard Boyd as a bad man, and, so far as his otiicial character,

particularly as register in chaucery, was concerned—for lawyers of that standing had
very little to do with him as county solictor—they regarded him as one of the be^
and most aceommo(hiting they had ever known.

Question. What was the general sentiment among the leading citizens of that town?
I)id they deplore the occurrence or otherwise?
Answer. Well, it is hard to tell. They all expressed themselves that way to me.

All the good cilizens did. While I think that Boyd was very obnoxious to them, and
wliilc I do not think that they felt like taking any active part iu hnuting up those

wlio did this act, I think they would have much ijreferred that the thing had not

takeu place, for various reasons.

Question. State those reasons.

Answer. One was the effect it would have upon their community, the character it

would give the country abroad. I think those bi'tter citizens wer.) really opposed to

it. Those around the town were opjiosed to that sort of conduct upon general princi-

ples. They did not think that was the way to do. They thouglit that was going too

far. While I think that perhaps a great many of thcin would not have cared much if

Boyd had got a v.-hipping, they were not satisticd with this thing, and would not have
encouraged going to that extent. I speak now of those citizens that I met right around
the town.

Question. This occurred in 1869?
Ansirer. I think it was in 18(59. I am not certain now.
Question. Have you stated all that you d^'sire to state in regard to that occurrence?

Ansu-cr. That is about all I know iu regard to it. Tliere were a great many incidents

;hat occurred there that it would take a great deal of time to .state.

Question. I'rocecd with your general statement as to any other disturbances that have
occurred.

Answer. After that, while I saw a great many things in the papers, yet until I made
the canvass with Mr. Buckley in a part of our district

By Mr. Buckley:
Qvestion. Last year?
JinsKYr. Yes, sir.

By the Cii.iiKMAN

:

Question. The canvass of the fall of 1870?

Answer. Yes, sir.—I don't know anything that came under my personal knowleilge

except very liequeut remarks of an insuUing character that I do not care to say any-

thing about.
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QuesiiGn. You say you accompanied Mr. Buckley in his canvass in the fall of 1870?
Amncsr. Yes, sir; I made some speeches elsewhere and made a canvass in 1870 in

the. second congressional district.

Question. What counties are comprised in it ?

Anstccr. I canvassed with him a portion of Montgomery CoTiuty as wo went through.
From that we went through Pike and Dale. Cofl'ee, Geneva, and Henry. In mme of
these counties had we the slightest difficulty except in Pike.

Question. i''ou may state what occurred in Pike County.
Ansivpi: At Orion wo made speeches. The crowd wo were addressing were princi-

lially colored men. There were a few white men who stood over in a porch opposite to
where we were speaking. Mr. Buckley ui.ide his speech, and the only disturbance
during it was that they were hallooing over insulting language, and things of that
sort. I had made my speech under the same circumstances. The white men, of
course, in their remarks were very insulting, but nothing else, until just as I was
closing. I had got through my argument and was addressing myself to tha 2yersonnet

of Governor Smith, when a man rode up on horseback and told me I must stop, waving
a hig stick, saying that that town belonged to the citizens and they would not allow
that to go any further. I just stopped a moment and s[)oke to him calmly, telling him
I Avas nearly through ; that I proposed to finish soon ; that I had altout concluded my
argument, and would have closed in tive minutes if he had not interrupted me. He
seemed to persist. Mr. Buckley, sitting in a buggy close by, spoke to him. Wliilat we
were in that, some men came up and led the man off. When we went to start off

they hallooed to me to know where I would stay, and said they wanted to lock their
stables, and things of that sort. That was all the disturbance at tliat place. A day
or two afterward we met at Brundridge, and there was at Brundridge a very consid-
erable negro vote—I do not remember how much—which it was understood had
never voted. Wlien we got there, we tirst drove up in a buggy where some men were
in front of a store, and asked if they would tell us where we could get our horse fed.

They said they could not. We then drove out into a grove and hitched our horse and
came back, and Mr. Buckley told them what we had come for. They said tiiey did
not propose to have any speaking of that sor" there. There was a number of them.
We saw a few negroes standing around, looking off and shy. Mr. Buckley reasoned
with these men for some time, but they persisted in it.

By Mr. Beck :

Qaeation. Was that still in Pike County ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is in Pike County.

By Mr. BucivLEY :

• Question. Had notice of tiie meeting been sent forward ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I will make a digression there, before going further. A notice of
the meeting had been sent forward, and I know it had reached there, for in passing
through Pikesville I had an interview with Senator Worthy.

Question. Passing through Troy, you mean ?

Annwer. Yes, sir
;
passing through Troy. I had an interview with Senator Worthy

before we got to this place. He told me they had sent for him to come there and an-
swer us ; that court was going on and he could not go, and that there woukl be nobody
to go, and that the determination was that tliey would not attend the meeting at all.

He did not tell me there would be any violence done, but he told me they were very
hostile, or very much opposed to that siieakiug; but that if I was along by myself, I

being a southern man, he thought they would hear me, but being with Mr. Buckley I

would not get any attendance. Then to resume where I left off, Mr. Buckley insisted

on it that they should hear him ; that he would not say anything to insult them ; that
he wanted to talk to them about matters to then- own interest. They persisted iu it

;

and my recollcotiou is that a doctor, whose name I forget now, who had a little drug-
store there, made a remark something like this : that he Icnew we had the right to
speak, and they did not propose to interfere with us, but that nobody would go to

hear us ; that he would like to see the man that would go to hear us speak ; he wauteti
to put him on his "' son-of-a-bitch book ; '' and pausing a monumt at that, he then re-

marked that no man could live ten days in that community who would go and hear us
speak. Mr. Buckley then came to me and asked me what we should do. I told him,
rather laughingly, that 1 had always found that there was luck in leisure, and we would
stand around awhile and see what would come of it. After awhile wo started to get a
our buggy, and some men came up—two or three o{ th(Mn—and said they wanted to hear
us. Then some of the negi"oes came up and insisted that we should hold a meeting and
tqieak. They had a consultation but the crowd insisted that we siiould not, saying
that we had the right and that nobody would violate that right; but that nobody
sliouhl hear us. Some came to me and seemed t<* want to hi'ar the speaking. I told
them that I had never bcibre gone to a place where I could not speak, ami was not
afraid to speak there

;
yet as my purpose was to allay excitement, and not to create it,
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I feared that if we undertook to make speeches and did make speeches, those who
went to hear us would, when we left, bring themselves into such bad repute and bring
such indignation on themselves that it would leave the neighborhood worse than we
found it, and that I would not speak. So I left without speaking.

By the Chairman:
Question. How large was the crowd ?

Answer. Fifteen or twenty. I met a negro, after leaving there, on a wagon, and he
told me that the negroes had been notified not to go to that meeting ; that they
wanted to come to the speaking and to vote the republican ticket, but they could not
do it unless they slipped off to Troy.

Q_uestion. Did that speech of the doctor seem to meet the approbation of those peo-
ple?

Answer. Yes, sir. There was one old man who seemed to have a different sentiment,
but some of them rather suspected him and threw out some rather insulting language.
With two or three exceptions the voice was all that way. There was one particu-

larly, a mechanic there, who said that he worked for his living, and he did not intend
to have speeches made to negroes, or that there never had been speeches made there
to the negroes and never should be.

Question. Did you notice whether this crowd was armed ?

Answer. No, sir ; I did not.

Question. You made no speech, nor did Mr. Bucldey ?

Ajiswer. No, sir ; except in the way of talking to them as I have said. Those were
tho only two pomts where we were disturbed. In Henry, Dale, Coffee, and Geneva
wo were treated not only respectfully but kindly.

Question. What was the character of the audiences ; were there many white men
present ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
generally there was a large majority, nearly all, white men. There

are but few negroes in that country after you get out of Pike. At one jilace I had a
considerable negro audience. Colonel Oatesaiid myself made speeches together, and it

all went off very well. Colonel Gates is himself a man as fair and reasonable as any-
body, and he would not have any disturbance, or anything of that sort, where he could
have helped it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You were discussing politics with him ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was on tho opposite side. He is a man I would as soon discuss

a question with as any other ; a very able man, but a fair man. At the same time
Gates was in favor of reconstruction, though he is a democrat.

By Mr. Buckley :

QueMion. From your knowledge of tho tone of public sentiment in this State, do you
think a republican can express and advocate his political opinions with freedom and
personal safctj- throughout the State ?

Answe)-. I think there are some places where he could not ; I think there are a great
many where he could.

By the Cilurman :

Question. At what places do you think ho would not be safe in expressing his

opinion if

Aiuiwer. I think there is some danger in almost any place in that county of Pike.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. How is it iu Western Alabama ?

Answer. I think in most jiortions of Butler County ho would be safe. I doubt
whether he would be sate iu Moutorey. I do not think such a thing has ever been
done, and I do Tiot think it would be safe. Then, there arc ])ortiou8 of Western Ala-

bama, and a great many places in We.st(;rn Alaljaina, too, where I do not think he would
bo entirely safe, though 1 have never tried it myself, and only speak from iuibrmation
derived from others. So iar as my persomil knowledge is concerned, I have never had
any difficulty myself, except iu the places I spoke of, where 1 have attempted to make
a speech.

By the Chairman :

Question. Does that end the general statement you wish to make. Judge ?

Answer, That ends the general statement up to the time that I became district at-

iorney. I was appointed district atti>rney soon afcer that canva-ss.

Qtuustion. After the canvass of 1870 f

Answer. Yes, sir; just after that I was appointed.

Question. State whether in your oliicial capacity, since your appointment as district
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attorney, you have bad occasion to examine into these alleged outrages to ascertain
whether tiiey have actually occurred.
Answer. The tirst difficulty that was brought to my notice in my official capacity

was an outratje in Coosa County, in Socopotoy precinct.
Question. When did that occur ?

Anstver. That occurred this year, I think. It was in the last of last year or some
time in the first of this year, but 1 think it was this year.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. That is in Central Alabama ?

Annicer. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Proceed and tell the particulars.
Answer. There came down to me a colored man named Henry Giles, and also one

named Wiley Williams. Wiley Williams had been very badly whipped. I saw the
wounda ; they were then fresh . Another man had been shot. Ho was not able to
come down. He afterward came down and I saw his wounds. U]K)n their affidavit I
issued a warrant against a colored boy whom they believed was along with the party,
though not being able to certainly identify any man. Upon that I had a very thorough
examination before a commissioner.

Question. Do you speak now of the Williams case ? .

Answer. I do.
Question. State all the particulars that you ascertained upon that examination.
Answer. The proof showed very clearly that a crowd of disguised men had gone into

the neighborhood and whipped, I think, about nine or ten, and shot one pretty badly,
and shot at several others as they ran ; and at the same time had burned a church'.

Question. The colored people's church ?

Answer. A colored church. The proofs so show. The man who saw them when they
•went to the church and burned it said that it was these disguised men. They went
to one place where there was a quilting, and there they whipped Wiley Williams.
They asked him how he voted in the last election. He told them that he did not know

;

he could not read. Thej' asked him how he intended to vote. He asked them if he told
them would they w'hip him. They said they would not. He then told them he had
intended to vote radical, and they then took him out and gave him a very severe
"whipping. I know he was whip])ed severely, for I saw the marks upon him.

Question. Did this occur in daylight or in the night-time ?

Answer. In the night about 11 or 12 o'clock. They went to an old man by the name
of Jerry Webb.

Question. The same night ?

Ansicer. The same night. They took him out and told him that they were the spirits

of confederate soldiers just from hell, and they had come to run every damned radical
out of the country, and for him to give notice to the negroes that they must not too
many work for one man ; that they must scatter out so that all could have some—that
is, some of their labor. Tliey hit him two or three licks, but only one that hurt. They
laid him down and marked off his grave, and told him they were coming back again.
That same night, as I before said, they shot one negro who attempted to run, and thej'

shot at several others.

Question. Did they visit any other houses besides this where the quilting was, and
Jerry Webb's ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, they visited several others, and altogether whipped nine or ten
negroes, all of whom I afterward had as witnesses.

Question. How large was this band V

Ansu-er. Thirty or forty, they said. I afterward investigated that same thing before
the grand jury, but on neither of the trials was I able to satisfy the grand jury or the
commissioner of the identity of the persons who did it. I thought myself that I had
proved one case, but they did not think so. In the investigation before the grand jury
I sent up and summoned two white men from the neighborhood, one by the name of
Maxwell—Allen or .John Maxwell, I don't know which—the largest land-holder there,

and a man for whom a large portion of these negroes worked. I examined Maxwell
very closely as to the character of these negroes. He told me it was good ; that there
was no cause for that outrage that he knew of, except what was alleged at the time.

Maxwell's opinion was that really one of the motives was to alarm the negroes who
were working at one man's so that thej* could themselves, some of them, hire the
negroes for little or nothing. That was Maxwell's notion. When this negro complained
to me, bcfori^ I took out the warrant I went myself and saw General Clanton, the Gen-
eral James H. Clanton lately killed. I saw him and told him what was going on, and
said that I believed he could do perhaps more than anybody else with his democratic
friends up there to stop this. I told bim these negroes said they would even put
up with what they had received if they were let alone and allowed to go home.
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Clantou wrote a letter np there, and started the uegio up with it. The negro started
to gn up there, hut camft back and told uie it would not do at all. I met Clauton again
on the street and told him about the negro. I believe he knew the negro, who used to

belong to some prominent man up there. While wo were talking we saw Crawford, one
of the wealthiest men in that county, and called him over, and I stated to him that I

wanted to get him to use his influence to stop that thing; that that was all I

wanted to do. Crawford said that was about four miles and a half from his neighbor-
hood, and that things were going on there very badly, but that ho could do no good in

trying to stop it. That astonished me, and I asked him why. He said that they
threatened him and his negroes, and tliat his negroes were getting so alarmed that he
was afraid he would not be able to keep them on his farm ; that on account of his trying
to protect his negroes they had become so pn^udiced against him that ho thought auy
proposition of his would do moreharm than good.

Quesliou. At what time did you make that request of General Clanton ?

Anstver. Soon after this occurred. It was last spring.
Question. About what month ?

Answer. In March, I think.
Question. Did you make as full a statement of the focts to General Clauton as they

had come to your knowledge, as you have made to the committee to-day ?

An SICc). Yes, sir ; I took the negro to him and showed him to him at my office, and
we talked it all over. General Clanton wrote this sort of a letter :

" I cannot believe
that honorable men will be engaged in sucJi business ; but if they are, I advise you by
%11 manner of means to see that it is stoj)ped." Tiiat was the teuor of hia letter which
ho sent by the negro.

Question. Did you express to General Clauton at that time your conviction that this
was a part of the Ku-Klux organization ?

A7i>iwei: I told him I thought it was.
Qi(e8lion. What opinion did he express ?

Answer. He never would agree with me that it was. I have had a great many inter-

views with General Clanton on the subject. He always said that he could nob be-
lieve it.

Question. How could he explain it ?

Anstver. Sometimes he thought it was by bad boys ; sometimes oue thing and some-
times another.

Question. You say you took Williams to liini ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I took Giles and Williams both to him.
Question. Did he examine Williams and Giles?
Anstver. He examined them as to what they said about it. He did not examine to

see whether they had been whipped. Giles had not been whipped ; he got away with-
o.it being whipped.

QueMion. Was there any pretext for whipping Williams, except his politics ?

/Inswcr. That was all, as I learned from them. Tluit was alleged ; and upon a most
thorougli examination of Mr. Maxwell, who was a prominent democrat, for whom they
worked, he stated to me and to the grand jury that they wore men of good character
and l)ehaved themselves.

Question. Do I understand you to say that this crowd that whipped Jerry Webb
told him that they were going to run every radical out of the coiiutrj- ?

Anstver. Yes, sir, that is what Webl) swore to.

Qufstion. Do you say that Webb is a truthful man ?

Answer. I have Allen Maxwell's word for it ; he said he was a truthful and good man
;

it was either Allen or John Maxwell ; he lives there yet, a man of fifty years and
ujnvards.

(Jncstion. What effect did these whippings have upon the negroes in the neighbor-
hood as to intimidation ?

Answer. As to any voting, there has been no voting there since, unless it has been in the
lute county elections. It had the effect to make them afraid to stay at home or do
anything, and I learn that half or over half of them are lying out every night for

fear of being set upon again.
Quedion. You say that these marauders said they were spirits of confederate dead f

A)i!-wer. Yes, sir; -so the witness swore.
Quistion. Did he describe the disgui.ses ?

Atiswer. Yes, sir; the disguises of the men and their horses. These men and their
horses were disguised in white gowns, and the horses were covered with white shi-cts.

They wore .something over them, a long cap that just left their eyes out; I do not
know exactly how, but they were all in white.

Question. And anned ?

Answer. All armed.
Question. To this dav, I understand vou, there has been no identification of this

baud ?

Answer. No identification. I think myself I know one of them from the proof. I
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think probably the captain was identified, but whilst it was satisfactory to my mind it

was not satisfactory to the grand jury or the eomuiissiouer.

Question. Are you done with your stateuieut ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I am done with that case.

Question. Will you proceed to any other case you have investigated ?

Answer. The next case I investigated before a commissioner was a case in Maoou
County.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. By " commissioner," you mean United States commissioner.

Ansicer. Yes, sir. When I speak of commissioner I mean United States commis-
sioner. A negro named Aaron Lassiter, from Macon, came down four or five days after

the whipping and showed me decided signs, satisfying me that he was whipped, aod
satisfying others in my office. He swore to the identification, I think, of five men. I

issued a warrant and had them brought down before United States Commissioner Pat-

rick, and they were tried.

By the Chairman :

Question. What did the proof show ?

Answer. The proof of Lassiter and his wife showed that these men came to his house
about 12 or 1 o'clock.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. At night 1

Answer. At night. That they were men he was at work for, that he had worked
with, and he knew well. When they first called him he thought they were jolting, but
they took him out and gave him a very considerable whipping. From his testimony I

should say, if they are the guilty parties at all—that is if they belonged to the Kii-

Klux—I do not think they were operating in the regular Ku-Klnx costume. They
were disguised, but according to his description of the disguise I think tliey simply
had Federal overcoats turned wrong side out, and temporary paper caps on.

By the Chairman :

Question. How numerous were they ?

Anatoer. Either five or six. They, in their defense, proved an alibi, as the United
States commissioner thought, and they were discharged. That was before the last

term of the district court down there. At the last term of the district court I pre-

sented that case to the grand jury, and they found a bill against all of them except

one. That is still pending in the district court.

Question. What was the pretext of these men for inflicting that whipping ?

Answer. The pretext alleged for whipping him was, as he swore—and it was the

only motive I could get at from examining everybod^^ I could find—that he had been

working for one of these men two years, and, as the negro said, he thought he wiis not

getting the pay he ought to have ; "he had this year rented a little place and was culti-

vatino- it for himself. That this man sent for him to go and do some work for him, he

being at that time working for a negro in the neighborhood in order to get the negro's

horses to work his farm. When they came they told him they would learn him how to

work for a negro instead of a white man. In that same case the negro swore that

these white men had made him vote the democratic ticket, by drawing a pistol on him
when he wanted to vote the republican ticket. General Clanton himself put the ques-

tion that brought that out. I had not asked the witness anything at all about his

politics.

Question. What was the name of the man for whom Lassiter had been working ?

A7iswer. His name is Cash; I forget his given name; he is a man of property that

lives up on the railroad.

Question. Did the proof show that these other men that associated with him were
from that neighborhood ?

Ansiccr. One of them was a man driving his wagon to his mill ; the other had worked
at his mill ; two others were relations of his; one named Walker and the other's name
I forget, but ho was living in the neighborhood also.

Question. How far did they take him from his house ?

Ansiver. Abont fifty or one hundred yards, I think ; so near that his wife heard it all.

Question. Do you recollect how many stripes they inflicted on him ?

Answer. I do not remember ; I saw distinct signs, myself, of three or four; I think

he said they whipped him with a sort of stick; I think his testimony was thirty or

forty lashes, and tliey then told him that if he told it they would kill him, and made
him }»roa)i.s(' never to tell it.

Question. Does he still live in that neighborhood ?

Answer. He is now living close by Montgomery ; he went down there and is there

. unless he has left there since.
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Qitestion. What was his motive in leaving that neighborliood ?

Ansiver. Ho was afraid to live there ; I advised hiiu to leave. Fonr of these men
are under indictment—all but one. The one whom he stated held the horses while
they whipped him was not indicted.

QueMion. Arc you through with that case ?

Aiisivei: Yes, sir.

Question. Proceed to the next case.
Answer. The case which I believe was next in order was a case in which a colored

man came up from the lower part of Montgomery, down toward the Pike region, and
made an aflSdavit ; he had been whipped ; there is no question about that ; 1 saw tlie

marks ; he made an affidavit against some four or five ; five, I think ; two of them I

know are named Crenshaw ; the others' names I forget ; they were arrested aud brought
iQ) before the commissioner.

Question. You may proceed to state what the evidence was ?

Ans^ver. He swore that these men were disguised, but that he recognized them. He
said he recognized them, aud he proved their identity ; that they camo one night about
12 o'clock aud took him out and gave him a very severe whipping. That he was whip-
ped there is no mistake, for I saw the marks of the stripes soon after the whipping.
He said that they alleged that the cause of their whipping him was that he had been
too intimate with a white girl in the neighhorbood who was a sort of an idiot. He
swore to that aud to the whipping. They really made no defense, but demurred, as
they said, to the testimony, aud stated that they had whipped him because ho had se-

duced that girl.

Quattion. They stated this on their defense ?

Ansivcr. They did not make their defense. They merely stated it wliile they were
trying this case. I asketl the man if ho was guilty of tliat charge. I cross-examined
him closely to find out whether he was guilty. He stated to me solemnly and swore
that he never had anj- such idea. I do not know whether I would have troubled the
courts with the case if I had been right well satisfied of liis guilt.

Q»estion. The defendant, you say, olfered no proof f

Answer. None. They are now under bond to apear at the next coui't.

By Mr, Bkck :

Question. How many of them?
Avsucr. Four or five.

Question. Were they disguised ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Hci swore that they were disguised. My recollection is that he
swore that they were disguised by wearing some clothes of an unusual sort ; that they
were not in the regular Ku-Kliix garb, but thej- Avere disguised aud he knew them and
knew tlieir horses. He went back after the trial was over to within six miles of the
place to live. He left that immediate neighborhood. A day or two after his wife camo
up in great trouble and told me that they liad come and taken him off, and she did not
know what they had done with him. I inquired, but could not get any information,
and I went to the sheritf and told him he had bitter go down and see about it. He said
ho would. In the mean time the man came up and came to my office, and told me that
they came and arrested him upon a warrant, charging him with having raped that
whitei girl, and took him down to a little place called Dublin for trial ; that they had
a trial and bound him over to court, and not being able to give bail they started him
to jail, with a white man and a colored man. In coming along up the white man who
had him in clinrge advised him that he had better leave the country. He answered that
he could not do it ; snid. '• if I attempted it you would hurt me." The white man said
he would inU. He said " when we get up apiece in the woods you ask me to get ott" and
try it." The man did so. He took ofi", and looked back after he had gone a little dis-

tance and saw tliat they did not make for him, and came off and came to Montgomery
where I was. They alvised him to leave the country. 'He wanted to go up to Cham-
bers County above Opelik*, in the upper country. He is now somewhere near West
Poiut. That is the last I knew of him.

Qtiestion. Do you recollect his name ?

ArtJiwer. I have forgotten at this time.

Qui'slion. .State whether you uuide any inquiry as to his character for truthfulnes.s

and lespectability ?

Answer. I do not think that I have investigated th;it, for I have not had an o))-

portunity.
Question. You say he pointedly denied the charge made against him of seducing the

white girl ?

Answer. Yes, sir, he positively denied it. I could st:ite that it created some doubt iu

my mind from the fact of their not making any proof; and secondly, becau.se, as I have
heard since, they took him up on a different charge. The one charge was rape; the
other seduction.
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By Mr. Buckley:
Q,ttestion. Do you think if he had been proven guilty of a rape in the trial at DuLliu

they would have let him escape ?

Ansivev. I do not think that if they had thought him guilty they would have let him
escape. I understand, however, that the girl did go before a justice of the peace and
swear that he had raped her.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was she an imbecile ?

Answer. I »nly know what he and his wife told me. They said she was not. They
said she wa« in the family-way, and if this thing Avas true they said that it will soon
develop itself. He and his wife declared there Avas no such thing.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. Do you think that the public sentiment of the citizens of Montgomery

county, especially, would have tolerated a man who was carrying a prisoner to jail

charged with that crime, and allowing him to leave if guilty ?

Ansivei: I do not think it would. If I had been satisfied that the man was guilty of
seduction, I do not think I would have prosecuted; but his being so positive in declar-
ing that he was not guilty, and their not attempting any proof, and it turning out
afterward that there was another offense alleged, made me willing to prosecute, and
to see what was the x)roof.

By the Chairman :

Question. He was arrested actually on a warrant f

Answer. Yes, sir, he Avas; and taken before a justice of the peace, and committed to
jail.

Question. Did he identify this man who accompanied him Avith a colored man to the
jail aa one of the party that inflicted the whipping?
Answei: No, sir ; and Avhat astonished me more than all, was that this man who let

him loose Avas a man I had some slight acquaintance Avith, and who was not extreme
in politics, Jasi)er Wilson, by name, AA^hom you know, Mr. Buckley. I had staid Avith

him. Ho Avas the constable that let this man get away. Now, that astonished me, for

Wilson is a good man, at least he has that character and apiiearance. He treated uj
verj' kindly.

Question. Aside from this affidaA'it which the girl was induced to make, has any
evidence come to your knowledge to shoAvthat this colored man was guilty of the thing
imputed to him ?

Answer. I have heard nothing else outside of that, except just what I heard them say
about the seduction when it was on trial. The next case I had was the case of a man
named Smith Watley, from Coosa County.

Question. A colored man ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that occurred at a comparatively recent period ; two or three
months ago. He came down. He was very badly whipped, and the Avounds were very
fresh when I first saw him. He made an afiidavit that about tiiirty disguised men
came to his house and took him out and gave him that whipping in the night, perhaps
about midnight or after. They Avere disguised in white, Avith Avhite caps, the regular
Avhite Ku-Klux disguise, and Avhipped him as they alleged, because he had said that if

ever the Ku-Klux came to his house he would hurt them. He identified, I think, fiA^e

men. They were arrested and brought down and had a trial before the commissioner,
and Avere discharged upon the defense of an alibi.

Question. All fiA'e of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; all five of them. In addition to his own testimony, there was the
testimony of his wife and brother-in-law, and an old colored man that lived with him.
Strengthening that Avas a Avhite man, Avho swore that he saw what looked like it might
have been some tliirty or more passing like a streak of whita in the night, passing his

house and going to Watley's house, about half ;i- mile farther, on that night; that the
way he came to see them Avas, the dogs kept u}» a tremendous howling and barking,
and he got up and looked (uit, and saw theui going down the road. Tliat AAas the tes-

timony of a white man, Avhose name 1 do not remember now. I have a memorandum
of it at home.

Question. Hoav far did they take him from his house ?

Ansiver. A short distance ; I think only across the fence.

Question. Do you recollect how many blows were inflicted?

Answer. I think ho said they hit him about fifty or sixty. He was pretty ba^lly

whipped.
Question. Did these five men that he identified live in that neighborhood ?

Answer. They liA-ed live or six or eight or ten miles from there. They did not live in

the immediate neighborhood.
Question. Tliey proved that they Avere at home that night ?
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Answer. At home, or some other place. Ouo of them, Doctor Leonard, proved hy a
man that lived with hiiii that he was at home ; that he went home about 11 o'clock and
laid down on his bed, having lit his lamp. A man who slept in the room said he was
awake during the night, and read there by his lamp all night.

Quesiion. Did the commissioner discharge him ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that was his proof of an alibi. The others proved alibis, but of
different characters ; men that went to bed with them in the same house, and knew
that they could not have got out without their knowing it, or other proof.

Question. Do you recollect of their making any threats to this coloredman if he should
tell on them ?

Answer. He swore that they said if he ever told on them they would kill him. They
have all been sworn to that, in all cases that I have ever had.

Quesiion. Has he left that neighborhood ?

Answer. He has been back a few times, looking after his business, but very quietly.
He is spending his time at Montgomery, and, I reckon, is there now. He is 'afraid to
go back to live.

Question. You say his statement was verified by the testimony of his wife and
brother?
Answer. His brother-in-law, not his brother, and an old man who was liviu"- in one

end of the same house, a colonel man.
°

Question. You say his person exhibited abundant proof of the truth of his statement?
Answer. Yes, sir. There was no doubt about his being whipped.
Question. Does that finish all that you wish to state?
Answer. There is one other case that I will mention, that I know of by certain evi-

dence having occurred in Coosa County. It was an examination before a grand jury
of a white man. I think his name is Lafayette Thomas. I had heard of the transac-
tion, as of a great many others, and I had heard that he knew something about it. I
seut for him, and he proved that some time last year—I do not remember the exact
date—there was an old colored man of about seventy, a blacksmith, who lived on his
placa, against whom he knew nothing except that the ohl negro was a little (jnarrelsome
among the negroes. I forget the old man's name, but this man Thomas stated that
one night, some time late in the night, twenty or thirty persons—it is my recollection of
the number as he gave it—of disguised men, with white gowns and caps, rode up to
his house and inquired for this old negro and other parties. He said that ho told tliem
Avhere this old negro lived, which v.-as a short distance from his house, on his place.
That tlmy went otf in that direction, and some time afterward th(' old negro sent for
him, and when he got down there the old negro was very badly whippeir, and Jhcso
men were around tiiere. He said that they left, and they were so disguised that ho
did not know any of them. I had heard that the old negro had died from this out-
rage, but ho said that was a mistake ; that tlie negro got ui> again, and was able for a
time to work in the blacksmith-sliop, and he had seen him there at work: but ho had
died since. The negro is now dead.

Question. Did lie make this statement under oath ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he stated that under oath. In addition, he said that some time
before that, while he (Thomas) was from home, lie had a eorii-cvib l)nrned, and at first
there was some suspicion that tliis old iiegro might have had some liand in it. I asked
him if he afterward became satisfied whether the ohl negro had or had not done it.
Hi' said ho had become perfectly .satisfied that the old negro had nothing to do with it
whate\er; that it was done by a white man, who had since run away from tho
C'Muity.

Que>^tion. Did Mr. Thomas, in his statement, give you the pretext for the w^ipnin"-
of this negro?

^ i fi n

Answer. He said ho had heard no pretext, but ho suspected that tho burning of his
crib might have had something to do with it. I asked him particularly as' to the
character of the old negro. He said that he knew nothing against his character, ex-
ci-pi tliat he was regarded as old, and child isli, and quarrelsome.

Question. You .say he was very badly whipped ?

A nsicer. Yes, sir ; he said he was very badly whipped.
Question. By twenty or thirty persons?
Answer. Yes, sir; He went down there, and these men were scattered around there,

and soon they went olF.

Quesiion. Did he describe them as disguised after the manner of Ku-Klux ?
Answer. Yes, sir, with gowns. I asked what the negro wanted with him. He said

that when he got down there the negro said, " Massa, tlieso men have whipped me, and
made ine acknowledge that I burned your crib, bnt I did not do it, and I wanted to
bring yon here and tell you that I did not do it. J said that to keep from bciu"-
whipped." "

Question. Were these injuries snppo.sed to have conrributed to the old man's death t

Answer. I have no knowledge of that. The first account I had was that they ii.ul
whipped him, and he had died a few days afterward ; but when T examiued Thomas,
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he said the negro got up so as to be able to work, for be had seen him at work a niontti

afterward in the shop, and afterward I understood that he was dead. I do not know
of what ho died.

Question. When did that occur ?

Answer. That occurred some time last year.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. The other cases you meatiouod I think you stated occurred this year ?

Answer. Yes, sir, all the others. >

By the Cn.\iKMAN:

Question. If you are through with Coosa County, give any other cases that came to

your knowledge.
Answer. Ouo case came to my knowledge that I was investigating before the grand

jury in Macon County.
Quesiiov. Will you give us the particulars of that?

Ansivcr. Last year, 1 do not remember what time in the year, they had a difiSculty

there at a negro political meeting, and that seemed to be among themselves so far aa

any facts that I could get. One or two of the negroes were shot. Alston was shot in

his house afterward by, or supposed to be by, negroes. A few nights after that, or some

short time after, the negroes were holding a religious meeting in a church, and I think

myself the proof developed that those who attacked it thought that they were holding

a political meeting probably. A crowd of disguised men came up in the night—it was

a night meeting—and fired into the church, as the proof developed. I had one of the

meu'^^vho was shot brought before the grand jury. They killed one—I am not certain

but more—and wounded two or three.

Question. Did you investigate the particulars of that case, and ascertain whether

these disguised men were white or black?

Answer. They were in disguise, and nobody could identify theui either as colored

or anything else.

Question.' What was the character of the disguise ?

Ansum: As well as I remember it was something of this Ku-Klux disguise Avhich

they had on. I never was able to ascertain who did it, nor has anybody over been

punished for it. I investigated that before the last grand jury, but I could not identify

them. I have got some witnesses since, from whom, I think, probably I may get hold

of some of the parties.

Question. How loug after the political meeting did this religious meeting occur ?

Answer. It was a short time ; I do not remember how loug.

Question. Did the evidence show that there was a connection between the two?

Answer. No, sir ; except the negroes had just met there to hold a religions meeting,

and it was shot into, and that it was done by a crowd of disguised men. It produced

such confusion, and running, and scattering that nobody could tell much about it.

Question. Does that finish all that you know in regard to that transaction '?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Will you now pass from that section of the State or county ?

Answer. I believe so. I havo heard accounts given to me of a great many other things,

but I have uot had sworn statements about them.

Question. Then, with the permission of the chairman, I will ask a few questions bi-fore

you leave that particuhir section. In your investigation of these cases, before the

United 'States commissioner, did you find it difficult to identify parties ?

Answer, ilxtremcly difficult, and the only parties I ever had identified were the

parties I have given.
. , , .

Question. This difficulty grows out of the fact that these outrages are committed in

the night and by men in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
. . ,-, ^ j.-, . .-,

Question. You have spoken several times of parties proving an ahbi. Is that the

general form of defense in the cases you have tried ?

Ansiccr. I have never tried a case yet where that defense was not made, except the

case i spoke of where that colored man was Avliipped, and they made no defense at all.

Questton. But in all otiier cases the alibi was ri;sorted to 1

Answer. Yes, sir. In every other case, I bslievc, the alibi is the defense.

Ouestion. You spoke of a question of labor and remarked tliat a witness had said

that he heard these disguised men dcehire that the colored men must scatter out. To

what extent does that ctiort to control the labor (xtend, in your o|)iniou /

Answer. Two cases I have given ; then from what I leanu'd from Mr. Crawford in a

louf conversation I had with him—allot wliicli I have not given—it seems to me to ba

nrettv pi'evalent in that region of country part icuhnly.
_

*
Question. In all the cases you have examiui'd, havo you hmnd any case in winch

persons belonging to the democratic party have been whipped or scourged?
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-l«SH-e)-. In no instance do I remember any such case that I have examined myself.We have got a case pending in the district court that was not got up by ma, althouoli
I presented the bill. He was bouiul over at the instance of other parties. That s theease against MuHigan and a colored man. A man named Smith was whipped by Mull^gan Both as I understand it, are democrats. That was a personal matter as I un-derstand It. Old man M.illigan and Smith had had some transactions about whchthey were likely to go to law, and Smith published upon Mulligan a very severe pub-lication, and, if untrue, a very severe libel, and M.illiian, as the alleiratiou was wav-

IS imith en' T'^' T'""
^^^^"^"^ ™^^^^' ^"^^ ^^^^^'^ '^''^ ^ ^''^y severt draSbSg.' For

Tntod ^Ift^ ''^'^'^ ^^'^y*";' ^"^ prosecute, and they saw proper to bring it into theUnited States court. An indictment has been found. There is no pretense in thatcase that there is anything like Ku-Kluxing in it. They just waylaid the mtn on theroad, and he has indicted them for confederating and banding together. TheTare alldemocrats, and there s no pretense of their being Ku-Klux. Therefore I did not speak

anv of thSe b ,nd fV. ?" ^^ '? r ^ ^""""^ "^' ^"y^o'ly ^^^S whipped or mistreated byany oi tiiese bauds except republicans.

r^nf/ln.?"!
^''''^- ^"^ '''"

h^"""^
°^' ?"y ^''^'^ ^'^'"S convicted by the State courts for

State?
disguise and trespassing on the person or property of a citizen of the

By the Chairman :

^U^^"'i^''^ '""f
'"'

*T^^
narrative you were giving of the cases you have examined ?

HmKvTlio T^^-f^^ ^vas called up here to examine inHints ille. The witnesses in that case 1 presume you will have before you. Thecolored mams here; the white man, Goodloe.mav not be here
Qneshon. Do you refer to the case of Henderson'?
Amircr. Yes, sir; thatjs a case in which the allegation is that a liaud of discruisedmen took Henderson out in the night-time and attempted to drown him, and rSSTyUiought they had drowned h,m. Ho swore that he rUgnized three of these men-Holseappie, Ma one, and Lindsay. There were five men in the party, of whom he re-cognized only three. I investigated that case here. Tiiey proved ai aHbi.

By Mr. Buckley :

QucHlion. Will you state the time when this occnrred '

hei^'!*'"""'
" '''^^^""'''^ •' ^^*"« "^^'' ^ °^«"^1^ «t'o. It was right fresh when I came up

By the Chairman' :

Question. Was it in Madison County ?

J«6««-. No, sir
;
this occurrence took place in Colbert County, and they were brou-hthere. It was inv-estigated. Now as to whether or not that th ng was done, the evi-dence was this. He swears it was done, because he had got into a difhculti with themabout h.s labor and one of them having threatened him he had h.m bonnd iZr Th sparty alleged that his going to law was the cause of this affan: Heudei-son sa^s tl evtied h.m

;
but he wiU give you a detailed statement. I will only sav that he testi edthat they tied him, and threw him into the river. I will not taL tfme to -o over^^^tIn the investigation, while I could see no marks on his pei'oi , as n the cafes of theparties whipped, Mr Goodloe a white man, who saw hiii next morning, took ?lie track

r^ tHe"ri?.''^ wYl^l^'"'^
traveled; where he said they had taken him ;;here theyhad I little hie

;
w here he got on the horse at the corner of a fence ; where they tookhim to the river and put him in; and where he crawled out; and the prints of hisarms showed where he crawled out ; where he was on a stump &c all that wis emroborative of Henderson's statement before the commissicu^n^^Al^ ¥oodlt iWv^i"that when Henderson came ,n the next morning he had on his arms marks where skinwas slipped oli as an abrasure made in coming out of the water. His eyes wcue bloo 1

Qucslwu. Is Mr. Goodloe a man of good character and staudin.r ?

ana";;" ;;, u.c."i^; ^tf;,T'vts?heif
"'''""' ••« ''">

'
'-s™ i-^o^^^^^^^,

QneMiion. You heard his statement ?

Jhshw. Yes, sir; aud I think I never heard a thiu^ better corroboratwl in mv llf,.
^Question. As we shall have Henderson before us, p?ob"Sl^ yoT^iy%l"SJtat

excent'thJf;.tw^ I'll' .J^'f ^ ^ ^'f
l^-iowledge of, but which I did not examine,

ovSnSmeslotlomit;.''
"^'"""^ ^'""^ '^""^ "'" ^-^ ^--'' ^ ^ ^-« '^^^ «-»--i
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Question. You refer to what case ?

Atmvir. The case of Weir. Oue man is in jail here now for that. I will say that, in

that county I think there are six or sfiveu men indicted under the State Ku-Khix
law, who are now in jail in addition to those here in jail. I was telegraphed to go over

and hold a conference there. I went over and held a conference with the men there.

Judge Spanlding, the United States commissioner, a repuhlicau ; Judge Common, the

Ijrobate judge, a republican; Daniel Coleman, the county solicitor, a democrat, and
then with all the leading democrats about town. Most of the white men are democrats.

Some of them were in favor of my conmianciug an immediate prosecution. The State

was prosecuting. Some of them, perhaps, thought differently. I conferred with them
freely, and seeing the vigor with which the State was prosecuting, I believed if there

was anything in appearance, that if they ever tried a man and proved him guilty, they

would be very apt to convict him, and I'came to the conclusion, for the present, to leave

it in the hands of the State.

Question. You speak now of Weir's case ?

A7isive>: Yes, sir ; aud I advised both of the parties and Coleman that if they could

convict under the State law of Alabama, which is <iuitc as severe as any law of Con-

gress, that I thought the effect of it v/ould be better even than to convict under the

United States law. I said I would not interfere with the United States law until they

showed Avhat they could do, as I thought that would have a better impression.

Question. Do j'ou recollect the act passed by your legislature, entitled "An act for

the suppression of secret organizations of men disguising themselves for the purpose

of committing crimes and outrages," approved December 26, 18G8 ?

Anmcer. Yes, sir ; in which it is provided that the mere having on of disguises is evi-

dence of intent, and punishing the offense with twenty years imprisonment in the

penitentiary. As I did not intend to stay up here, I authorized Dan Coleman to use

my name and the laws of the United States in any of these cases that he thought

proper.
Question. Before we pass from this matter, I wish to call j'our attention to the pre-

amble of this act to which I have just referred, and read it to you and inquire of you
how far the recitals are, within your knowledge and information, true

:

" Whereas there is in the possession of this general assembly ample and undoubted

evidence of a secret organization in many parts of this State, of men who, under the

cover of masks and other grotesque disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, and other

deadly weapons, do issue from the places of their rendezvous, in bands of greater or less

number, on foot or mounted on horses in like manner disguised, generally in the late

hours of the night, to commit violence and outrages upon peaceable and law-abiding

citizens, robbing aud murdering them upon the highway, and entering their houses, tear-

ing them from their homes and the embrace of their families, and -w ith violent threats and
insults inflicting upon them the most cruel and inhuman treatment ; and whereas this or-

ganization has become a wide-spread and alarming evil in this Commonwealth, disturb-

ing the public peace, ruining the happiness aud prosperity of the people, and in many
places overriding the civil authorities, defying all law aud justice, or evading detec-

tion by the darkness of the night and with their hideous costumes : Therefore,
" Section 1. Be it enacted," <}'-c.

My inquiry relates to the time of the passage of this law, the preamble of which I

liave read, and which was approved December 26, 186S.

Ahswci: I think when that act was passed there was no doubt about it, and I think

to some extent, the same thing yet ; but I do not think it is as bad now as it was then.

I think things are growing better.

Question. You mav resume your narrative.

AnsH-er. I have said all I believe that I wanted to say about Limestone. I left that

case under the charge of the citizens and State authoriti(;.s.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You have not given us any idea of what that Limestone difficulty was

about.
Answer. I can give very shortly just about what that was. There has been a bad

state of things in that county for a good while. They have got seven or eight men in

jail there, indicted under this Ku-Klux law. The particulars of their cases I know
nothing about. It is for this late transaction that Moore is brought here and in jail.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Was Moore tried l>efore the commissioner here ?

Ansivei: No, sir ; he waived examinaticni. Ho is iudict-ed under the State law, and

was bound over by the probate judge—Judge Common. An old man by the name of

Weir has lived in that county ior a great many years. Ho was a .strong Luion man
before, during, and has been since, thi- war. lie was ajustice of the peace brlore the

war. During Patton'.s adniini.stratiou he was not a justice. When Smith came in.

he was again appointed justice of the peace. He is a farmer, aud owns a little larm
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over there, and is also a mechanic. So far as I could learu from anybody he was a

inau who had always sustained a fair character and reputation.

By the Chaikman :

Question. Is he a white man ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; as a mechanic he had engaged to work for a man named Blair and

this man Moore, and probably by their contract they were to pay him in corn. They

were ruuning a distillery, for which there is a warrant oub now on the ground that it

is illicit. As he stated' to me he never could get his corn when he would send for it,

but they were always ready to send him whisky. Tliey beiug men of more power

and means than he was, he could do nothing. He fell upon the plan to have his wife

go to them and tell them not to let him have n.ny more whisky. They asked him

about that and he said what his wife said was right. Then they had some difficulty

about that. He moved his tools away from that shop to his own shop. One of thein

sent for him to come down to that shop to do a job of work. He told them he would

do it if they would send it up to his shop ; but he could not go there to do it. They
got into a controversy about thq,t. This was in March. Fiually they charged that he

had advised a couple of negroes to take a couple of mules and leave. He said it was

not true ; that the negroes had complained to him that they would not pay for them.

He said that they came to him for advice, and lie had advised them if they could not

get their pay from these people to go and work for those who would pay them. They
brought up the negroes, one or both of them, and the negroes corroborated these other

men In their statement which they then made ; but they sa^r now that they were made
to do it. Upon that these parties took him out and gave him a severe whipping,

lynched him. That was in March. They were not in di.sguiso then, and he knew all

these men. He had th'ought to just leave the country. Some of the citizens, however,

advised him against it. Finally he went and indicted them under the State law for

lynching. He became afraid to stay there then and Avent off into Mississiiipi. Court

Ava.s approaching. It was about last Sunday two weeks ago when this last thing occur-

red. One week from that time—that is, the Monday following the time when they

took him out—the probate court was to bo held, when these parties were to be tried.

He had come back home and was at work, with the sheriff, across the river from where

these parties lived. Ou Sunday he came home and his wife told him .she did not think

he was safe ; she ha<l seen ho many men moving about. Within about ten minutes

after ho got there, and just as he was going for his coat to go out, he was surrounded

by live men in disguise. They took him out a piece ;
tied him ; blindfolded him, and

started off with him. They got some distance—I do not know exactly how far—and

they put a rope around his neck and put it up over a limb. He thinks they intended

to haug him, and probably would have done it, but when they put him up the rope

broke. '^They then tii'd the rope and started and drew him up again, but did not draw

him off his feet, and finally let him down. He was blindlxtlded at this time, but he

could h(;ar the men coming in and going out all the time. He thinks thcrt^ were fifteen

or sixteen men couiiiig iu and going out. The reason they did not hang him seems to

be that they had heard iu town of his beiug carried off, and th<i sheriff and tbe couuty

solicitor got up squads; each one got up a seperate squad and started out after these

parties.

Question. Were they citizens of the place that he heard going back and forth ?

Jnswcr. He could not tell who they were; but the presumption is that they were

memUers of their Klau. He thinks they were putting out sentinels to hear and see.

Th;;y tiually took him to the river. On Monday they took him to the river.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Took him to the river in the day-time?
Ansioer. Yes, sir. They took him there and ducked him a great many times until he

was nearly dead. Finaliy. they took him out. When they took him to the river they

took off his blindfold. Then they tied about twenty pounds of rock to his neck and

di-agged him through tiie river until,he was nearly choked and drowued, and took him
out" ou the bank; and they, no doubt having heard that he was being searched for,

told him thev had concluded to spare his life upon one condition : that was, that

they wouhl keep liim a prisoner until nfter the trial which was to be had, while he

was to write back to his wife and daughter that he was out on a spree, that nobody

was hurting or intended to hurt him, that he would be at home in good time, and

thev must not go to court. After court, tliey said, they would release him, and tlien

ho wns to alwavs tell this tale, and if he ever told what they really ha4 done with him,

th«'y would be "^certaiu to come and kill him. Meantime, the citizens were close after

the'm, and they took him out in some swamji and kept him chained ;iJl night. Finally,

on Tuesday, they turned him loose—perhaps Moore and another man alone wore with him.

Thev turned Iiiin looose upon a solemn promise nevcir to divulge these things, and take

•his f;imi)y and tio right off. He went home intending to do so, thinking himself unsafe

;

but meantime the cltizeus found it out, and went there and would not allow him to go
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away, but took liim to town and .said the tiling must bo prosecuted ; thr>t it had j^one too
far. In the mean time, Johnson and Gibson, two men prosecuted, liavc run oil' from the
country, and Moore is here in jail. Now, if 1 was to give my opinion as to how much
politics has to do with the orif);inal thinjr, I would say this, from v.hat I have tallced
there. I do not believe that the original lynching was done from political feeling, Imt
I believe that republicans being in bad" odor, and the popular prejudice so strong
against them, these men who lynched him presumed upon lynching a re[tublicau when
they would not have Ij-nched a democrat.

Queslion. They did it to get his labor ?

Answer. That is my hj^pothesis.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. He was appointed a justice of the peace by Governor Smith?
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. He was out during i'atton's administration.
Question. A democratic adtninistration?
Answer. Yes, sir; and Smith appointed him under the reconstruction. I understand

that he was au original Union man and always a republican, but he is a man v»-ho says
but little. Judge Common is a republican ; Dan Coleman ia a democrat ; Lentz, the
skeriff of the county, is a republican.

By the Chairman :

Question. Proceed with your narrative.
Ansiver. The next case that occurred here was a colored man—I ought to remember

his name but I do not—who came from Walker County. He sv/ore out a warrant against
some six or seven men that he said he recognized in a disguised crowd some time during
tlie last m.ontli or .so, that had come to his house and taken him out. I think he said
there were in the crowd a good many more. They took him out and whipped him, as
he alleges them to have said, because of his probable intention to move up from there
into this valley. It was to prevent him from doing that, and was on account of his

talking about it. His statement is, that he has a brother living up here in the valley
;

that he received a letter down there in Walker County, advising that he coulil do bet-

ter up here ; that ho got some of the neighbors to read the letter, and when this party
came in disguise and took him out—he says they were in the white disguise, 1 be-

lieve

Question. Answering to the description of the Ku Klux disguise ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; something of that description. They took him out and asked him
about his moving up here ; they told him they would learn him how to do that—or

something of the sort—and gave him a severe whipping, and' then said, " Now go to

work and we will not do it any more." He says that at the same time there was a

colored woman living with him and his wife. They asked what was she going to do:
she said she would remain with him and his wife. They also whipped her. He iden-

tified six or seven in that crowd'—seven, I think. The warrant was issued here. As I

V.'as going down to Fayette I took the warrant with me and the marshal went along

and he arrested six of them. This morning their friends cams up here and waived au
examination and gave bond.

Question. What is that man's name ?

Ansiver. I cannot remember it; I can got it at the clerk's office. He is now down at

Decatur.
Question. Did he state how large the crowd was ?

Answer. He did ; there were several more men than those whom he recognized ; he

only recognized sis, but I do not remember the whole number that he said. That is

all I know of that transaction.

Question. How severely was he whipped ?

Ansiver. He said very severely—thirty-nine or forty lashes, I think.

Q((c.s<('ot!.*How as to the young woman ?

Answer. He said she was' whipped pretty badly. It was for this reason of leaving.

He said to me that in that neighborhood and region of country colored persons were

not permitted to, and could not, enjoy any more privileges than before the war
;
that

they had never dared to vote or exercise any of their privileges, and for that reason

he wanted to go away. I am pretty well satisfied myself that that allegation is true

in a great measure at least, from along interview which I liad witli Judge William S.

Mudd, judge of that circuit. I talked with him a good deal, and his general statement

corroborated the statement of the negro as to the general couditiou of negi-oes iu that

region.
Question. Where does Judge Mudd live ?

Answer. At Elytou, iu Jefferson County ; the railroad runs from there to Montgomery.

I had a report sent to mo from the military headquarters at Louisville, made by a lieu-

tenant who had been examining matters at Fayetteville, in Fayette County, and lay

attention was called to it; also, some instructions from the Department of Justice that

that was a poiut that needed some attention, and propoaiug to send some troops if
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necessary. The information they had got from that county—I had not got it before

—

was that the civil jjrocess could not be executed by the sheriff; upon that, I -wrote to

the sheriffsome time before I left Montgomery, desiring to hear from him before I left.

I got his answer after I got here—it was forwarded to this place—in answer to

several questions I had asked him, and at the same time proposing to meet me on the
10th of last mouth at Decatur. I went down there and met him ; had an interview
with him ; and from his statement to me, and other things coupled with that, I dis-

patched General Terry and he sent me a sqaad of sixteen or seventeen mounted men;
with them and the marshal here I went down into that county.

Question. Did yon institute any investigation there?
Ansiver. I had a very considerable investigation, which I will try to give you, as

succinctly as I can to give the idea. I learned that on or about the 31st of October,

1870, by some moans or other, they had ascertained, or rather had got such statements
against a man by the name of H. G. Davis that he made a confession, and they took
him before the probate judge, and he swore to some several parties belonging to one
company—as they call them there—which was known as C.iptain Stewart's company,
stating that they had been out on a raid, whipping and scaring negroes. A warrant
was issued for several parties and placed in the hands of the sheriff by the probate
judge for their arrest. At or about the same time he had several capiases against

several parties for outrages that were committed just before that. Along in or about
the same time two negroes had been killed over there somewhere, and nobody could
ascertain who had done it. The sheriff" summoned a posse and arrested these men
under this Avarraut. Ho arrested some men under a capias, and arrested some men
without a warrant, who admitted that they belonged to a Klan, and who, it was sup-

posed, had something to do with that murder. The parties arrested under the warrant,

although one term of the grand jury, I know, has passed since, seem never to have
been presented by the grand jury. Davis was in the county up to the meeting of the

last court, but when I sent out a warrant for him to arrest him he could not be found.

Question. Had he never been recognized to appear as a witness?
Ansiver. I believe he was—the judge told me so—but, from some cause, he did not

appear. The parties arrested under the capiases had been discharged, most of them
because witnesses could not be got.

By Mr. Bucklky :

Question. What was the trouble in getting witnesses?
Answer. That these parties would not allow it. At, I think, the last court, probably,

before this, two disguised men, while court was sitting, rode through the court-house

yard. Judge Mndd himself saw them, and ordered the sheriff to go out and arrest

them. It was either the last court before or just before that. The sheriff' came in and
reported that he could not do it. They were considerably cheered as they rode through.

The judge called up the petit jury—I think it was in the midst of a trial—and discharged
them. Hi; called up the grand'jury and coumienced addressing them preparatory to

their discharge, and was going to adjourn court, when two of the lawyers—Mr. Jones^

and Mr. Terry—went in and prevailed upon him not to do it, saying that he would not

be disturbed any more; and he probably was not disturbed further. At the court

before that, I learn from the judge, as well as other parties, that there had been
dropped ou the street a letter, addressed perhaps to the court and grand jury, and, it

may be, tho sheriff, saying, " Go slow"—I b»'lieve that was all that was written on it

—

with a coffin at tho liottom, in the middle, a rope ou each side of it, and the words,
"Go slow," signed "K. K. K." They had got to such au extent iu that county, which
was perhaps preceding this

By the Ciiaiuman:

Question. Before you pass from tho occurrence you have just been testifying about,

will you state tiie time when this occnrriul—the di'opping of the letter and^the riding

of the Ku-Klux through the court-house yard ?

Answer. I suppose the dropping of the letter was about twelve months ago, and the
riding of tho Ku-Klux through the court-house yard about six months ago. Last
February there was a conventicm held for the nomination of county superiutendeut of
education. A man by the name of I'eters—D. F. Peters, I think—was nominated. At
that convention men came in in their disguises, went into the conrt-house, and, as I

am told, citizens without disguises went in" with them and hold a convention.

By Mr. Bucklky :

Question. A political convention?
,iuswcr. Yes, sir ; for the purpose of nominating this candidate for office. Peters

was nominated, and, I think, elected.

By the Chaiuman :

QKeetion. Was he their candidate ?

Answer. He was the candidate of that convention.
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Question. Was he the candidate of the Ku-Klux?
Answer. These Ku-Klux gentlemen went in there dis;:;ui8ed and held a couvcution.
Question. How many men went in without disguises 1

Answer. I can't tell. I learned of some of them. Mr. J. IT. Terry, a lawyer there,
was one. They said he presided over the convention. A man named J.S. Clifton was
given to me as one. Both are summoned to appear before the grand jury. Some time
before that, the date of which I could not get, these disguised men, or some dis^uis^jd
men, gave notice that they were going to hold a meeting in town and invited the citi-
zens to participate. That meeting was he Id at night, fhoy came in disguise<l, got the
court-house keys and went iu there and held a meeting. I am informe<l tliat some of
the citizens went in and were in that meeting. Mr. McCouuell, a democrat and one
of the largest farmers there, who w^orks a great many negroes, I talked with, and ho
told ihe that ho staid there that day and until they met that night in order to sec
what was done. He said that when he went to the court-house to go in, he was told
that he could go iu if he could give the sign, or if he would take an oath. That bluffed
him off, and he turned away and used an expression, perhaps. "I will see you all in,
hell before I will do it," and went off.

Question. In that meeting with, the disguised men, were some of the citizens undis-
guised ?

Ansii'Cr. Yes, sir.

Queiition. When was this meeting ?

Aiisicer. Some time prior to Febraary, lc7i. The sherilT, it seems, had very much
enraged them on account of these raids he had made, wbich I have spoken of before—
they call them raids, arresting these parties—so much so that the prejudice against
him was extremely high at the time and at the court before the one when I was out
there, about twelve months ago. He was then at the town ; he livwl jnst out of towu
apiece, but was then slcepiuoviu a hotel at Fayctteville ; and this same Mr. Terry went
in the night and wakened him up and told him he had better leave, that they had de-
termined to kill him that night. He got up and went out and remained out all night
iu the rain. There were circumstances of that character, and threats against him
were strong and the danger so great that her disposed of his farm near town. Ho did
not resign his office of sheriff, but went over sixteen miles from where ho had lived,
leaving a deputy named TaUiaferro Scott. Scott, as I heard him swear in court iu
cases that we tried, held the ofBco about a month, and some thirty disguised men came
to him and told him he must turn over his papers to Treadway, the sheriff, and let him
execute his j-sapers himself. Treadway was not there, but ho went to the ofSce and
turned them over to the clerk. This man McConnell and Treadway lived on the same
road near each other, and both of them were sworn in these cases. They said that
the time Ti'eadway was there, aft^er the excitement got up, it was almost a con-
stant thing for a crowd of disguised men to be passing along the road, shooting guns
and threatening. They knew that Treadway frequently did not sleep iu his houso at
all until he got away. After Scott resigned, TreadA^ay went down to try to make an
arrangement to get another deputy, and proposed to Mr. Euuis to take the place. Mr.
Eunis was one of his securities. His busiiiess was in such a condition that ho was
not willing to give it up and wanted it wouud up. Ennis went around and talked
with the citizens, with some other parties, and finally agreed to try it. Ho has been,

holding it since. He told me he had not Iiad any trouble in executing any process,

such as he had had, but ho had had none against this Klan, for these outrages.
Question. Is Ennis a republican or democrat?
Ansicer. A republican. While Treadway was down, at that time, having Ennis ap-

pointed, there was a man whose, name I now forget, who had been arrested and who
was understood to belong to one of these Klaus. Ho had given security. Ho had been
arrested, not for Ku-Kluxiug, but forasSault and battery, or something of the sort. Tho
security of the man Scott had arrested, brought him up to Treadway to deliver nini up,

and Treadway refused to take him on the ground that he could not safely hold him
;

that his life was threatened whenever he attempted to execute tho ohioe. Now, out of
all these transactions, when I got down tliere I found no indictment against one of

these parties, not a single indictment there that I heard of except one lor anything
growing out of ku-kluxing, and that one was dismissed bythe solicitor while I wasthero
because he could not get the testimony. At the same time tlio sheriti" and his posso

was indicted iu some ten or twelve or more cases.

Question. What for?

Answer. That is what I am going to give now. He was indicted for a voluntary

escape iu refusing to take this man that tho security ofiered to givo up. I tiie<l that

case, and upon that trial I brought out all tho particulars I have been telling you in

relation to those threats against him, and the demonstrations of the Ku-Kliix. Tho court

permitted me even to ask the opinion of some of tho witnesses whether he could have
done it. and the proof was such that he wa.s acquitte<l by the jury on tho ground that

he could not do it ; that ho could uot hold the man safely and execute his office.

Another indictment that was tried was for a voluntary escape of a man, whose name I

35 A
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forget, but who was fi desperate man. He had been indicted, I believe, for shooting'
his pistol on the road. The indictment- was pending. Treadway did not have the
capias, bat it was understood down there in the neighborhood that Treadway was
going down to arrest him, to get this posse and arrest him. The neighbors thought
there would be difficulty. One of the neighbors, named Sam Appling, told Treadway
that he would advise him to go down and see this man and talk to him, and the sheriff

went with Appling to his house, and talked to him, telling him that he wanted peace
in the country ; that he wanted to have no difficulty, and reasoning with him until
he got him pacified ; advising him to come up and give his bond. The man promised
to do it, but instead of that he went oif to Mississippi afterward, and he has since
been killed. For that transaction the sheriff" has been indicted for voluntary escape.
He was tried and acquitted upon the ground that it v.'as the only course which he
could have pursued ; that if he had taken the capias along he could not have arrested
the man. He had, while making up this posse, arrested one man. The court would
not let me prove what I am about to state. I will have to state it particularly. He
arrested him without a warrant. We set up as a defense that this man, if not guilty of
a felony, was yet pointed out by the circumstances so much as to justify the sberiff in

making the arrest. The circumstances were these : Two negroes had been killed
shortly before in that county. Nobody could find out who had done it, but this man
having admitted that he was a Ku-Klux, it would authorize the sheriff to arrest him
as being connected with that murder. The court held that unless I could prove that
the Ku-Klux had killed the man, that was not competent testimony. I differed from
the court upon that, but notwithstanding that, J brought in such proof that he was
acquitted. The jury believed that he had probable cause to make the arrest, and he
was acquitted. la another case he had a warrant. The prisoner swore that the sheriff

put his pistol against him and said, *• Now, give up." For that the sheriff"was indicted
for assault and l)attery. He was acquitted on that charge. These are the only ones on
which he was tried. There is an indictment yet pending against him upon a charge of a
challenge to fight a duel. That was not tried this court, because the witnesses were
some of those parties of the Ku-Klux against whom thoro were warrants, and who had
run oft' to Mississippi, and the solicitor continued the case.

Question. Are the prosecuting witnesses, on these indictments, persons supiiosed to be
connected with the Ku-Klux organization?
Answer. Nearly every one of them.
Questiov. Is the county solicitor a republican or democrat ?

Ansxver. A democrat.
Question. Resume your narrative.
Ansuer. Two of the wituesses I remember distinctly who swore against him in one

of these trials—the trial for assault and battery—are the two men 1 brought up here,
who were bound over by the commissioner down there.

Question. Let me in([uiro in relation to the solicitor iu the prosecution of these cases.
After the facts were developed, as you have stated them, did he make any effort to ob-
tain a conviction on these indictments ?

Answer. Yes, sir; ho argued them all.

Question. Argued them to the jury ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; although I told him that I thought it would be to the credit of his
county to have a nolle prosequi iu all these cases, and the court would have allowed
him to do so, but he refused to do it.

Question. The sheriff" is a decided republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Proceed with your narative.
Answer. The case of a challenge to fight a duel was where he had arrested this man

Mosely. for whom I had a warrant. When he« arrested him, Mosely remarked, "You
have your crowd around me now and I can't fight you all ; bat you have taken the
advantage of me ;" and the sheriff" answered, " 1 have just arrested you, but I am not
afraid of you, and I am willing to fight you anywhere and any way you see proper."
For that he was indicted for challenging to fight a duel. Treadway said this man
Avas one who had been shooting into his house, and he was somewhat enraged against
him. In that case the parties had some of them left the country, and the solicitor con-
tinued the case, although the court intimated that he might nol. jtros. Then there was
an indictment against one of his guard. In making these arrests at an old man's house
named Marshall, they found two of these Ku-Klux disguises. The sheritf directed this

guard, whoso name was Larrimora, to take these disguises. They have since been sent
oft" to the military. For tliat act, tliis man Larrimora was indicted for petit larceny,
tor stealing two tlusters. Tliat case was not tried, because they did not have the wit-
uesses there.

Question. They were Ku-Klux disguises?
xlnswer. Yes, sir. Tiiey were described as a white smock, buttoned down to the

knees, with big loose sU-eves, and a cap over the head; the eyes and all that painted,
and with something like teeth, and whalebone running up and making long horns.
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Larriuiora still stands tbere indicted for petit larceny in stealing two dusters. Another
indictment against one of his guard was this: The sheriff had some of tho best citizens
down there with him. E. P. Jones, a lawyer, who defended in this case, was one of
the guard. The sheriff directed tliem, wherever they saw any arms, to take them.
In one house there was a pistol, and he directed one of the guard to take it, and he
did it. The witness admitted that he got it back two days afterwards in as good order
as it was when taken. Still that guard was indicted for petit larceny in stealing that
pistol. Another one of his guard was indicted for petit larceny for stealing a gun un-
der similar circumstances, just taking it away. These are the indictments I remember.
I got hold of two of the men who were in that warrant and had them arrested; in
fact, I issued the warrant for all of them. I got 'two of them— Oliver Godfrey and
John Humber—had tliem arrested and took them before Judge B. W. Wilson, who is
United States commissioner. The others were reported as having left. I could not
get Roberts, who had made this affidavit, as being one of the parties, but they were
bound over upon very clear proof of their admission. They admitted that they ha«l
belonged to the company after they found that Roberts had made the admission, and
that they had gone out with this crowd and whipped the negroes. I remember partic-
ularly that John Humber, in his admission, said he had joined the company upon being
told that the object was to ijrotect tho women and children in the country from the
insults of the negroes, and to protect them from bad white men, and kee\j the negroes
out of office. He said that that was what he was told was the object, and when ho
found that they were going to do other things he went home that night, after having
committed the raid for which this warrant was taken out, and told his father that he
wouhl not go any more.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. That he would not go with these men ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they disguised ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they admitted that they were in disguise. Many of the disguises
were found. Godfrey had merely admitted that he was along.

Question. What time was that ?

A nswcr. This warrant was taken out the 27th of October, 1870, and this thing occurred
a short time before. He afterwards said it was on the night of the 20th.

By the Chairman :

Question. How long had these men been connected with this organization ?

Ansiver. That I never learned. I then managed to get an affidavit against men in

another company.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. A company of disguised men ?

Answer. Yes, sir. From the best I can learn there were four companies in that county
in the habit of going out in disguise.

By the Chairman :

Question. In Fayette County ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The company of Captain Stewart, of Captain Marshall, and of

Captain Hyde, and another company of which I forget the name of the captain.

Question. How extensive were these companies ?

Answer. I never could learn. I think it was supposed, and, from the best informa-
tion I could learn, I judge that there were about two hundred in the whole county in

all these companies. Now, the only men I could catch, that I could get affidavits

against, were those two I have spoken of. When I first got to Fayette I was
about a day in advance of the marshal and his squad of mounted soldiers. I imme-
diately conferred with some men. My object was to get out warrants against the most
guilty men in the county, for there had been murders committed there, and have them
ready when they came, but I found it almost impossilile to get any men to come for-

ward as prosecutors. They were willing to tell me, but thej'had the alarm upon them
and I could not tell them that the military were couiing to protect them in it. Finally

I got a man named Allen W' J^itley. A circumstance had taken place in that county, as

I had learned from various quarters, and I have not heard it contradicted by anybody :

Some few months ago an old man named Cole, living between Fayettevillo and
Tuscaloosa, and who is now dead, was from home. He wt)rked several negroes.

Some thirty disguised men went to his house in his absence, shot at, probably
whipped some, and ran off the negro men and ravished the negro women. That
was understood to be by Captain Hyde's company. Nobody in particular kuew
who did it, but it was tho general understanding that it was d(me by his com-
pany. I was very anxious to get hold of some of these meu. I had sent out

to get one of the old negroes who were there, and the man they were lodging

with promised to bring them ; but he never did. 1 have subpa-nas for them to api)ear
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before the grand jury. I got hold of Whitley aud fouud that he saw a crowd of dis

guised uieu that uight xery near by, and recognized some of them, but he would not

make au affidavit. But I asked him to walk iu with me before the probate judge, who
is a commissioner, aud I commenced to ask him iu this way. lie stated it aud I wrote
it down ; I asked him if he recoguizcd anybody, aud he gave me three uames. I held

it up aud made him swear to it, and the commissioner issued the warrant, and I sent

out for them, but they were gone and I did not catch them. His statement was this :

that on the night that was done he was camping iu company with another wagoner
named Alviu Smith, withiu half a mile of Cole's house ; that early iu the uight a crowd
of about thirty disguised meu i>assed his camp in tbe direction of old man Cole's; thai

late in the night this same crowd came back from the direction of old man Cole's, aud
as they came back they stopped about half an hour at that camp, and seemed to be
fooling around with each other. And while they were thus engaged he recognized

clearly three of tlie lueu. He recognized Lucian Jenkius, Harrison Hyde, aud William
Thompson.

Questio)}. Was Hyde the captain of that company?
Answer. That is'the general understanding. I do not know that anybody knows

positively that he is. That was the first day I could get a warrant. It was about the

time the soldiers came in. I sent out and had his house watched that night, but ho
had left that evening, I learned.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. As these meu were about the camp did this wagouer hear them state where
they had been ?

Ansiver. I did not ask him. I was only asking enough to get a warrant, because I

kne^t I could have easily got the uegroes, aud they could have proved all that. I have
never heard this transaction contradicted. It geems to bo generally understood down
there that that did occur. I understand that some of them ravished au old woman
seventy years of age.

By the .Chaikman :

Question. When was this occurrence ?

Ansua: Withiu the last three or four months.

By Mr. Bucklky :

Quesiion. You spoke iu this connection a little while ago of a couple of colored meu
who were killed. Will you state a little more about that ?

Answer. The last oues killed. There have been, as I uuder.staud, three, some say as

many as forty, killed withiu tbe last two years. I remember very well from hearing
Judge Mudd make this statemeut that that was a very heavy per cent, of them, as

nearly all (he negroes have left the county. Perhaps there are only lifty in the county.

Out of that iifty two were killed since the last court. They were killed just above
town ; that was proved iu court. A negro man and woman were arrested somewhere
up in the northern [lart of the county, and placed with a man named Hogan, a special

deputy, perhaps, to bring them to jail. They had been couvicted of petit larceny
before a justice of the peace, aud bound over; it was some small otTeuse. The man
brought them down to withiu a few miles of towu and stopped, and came into

town and got some whisky and went back. Wliere they had them was, I think, some-
where in the neighborhood of Captain Marshall's company's oi)erations. He got hia

whisky and went back from town, and it is reported since that the negroes were taken
out of his hands by disguised men. The uegroes were found within two or three days,
one shot, and the other hung. The jury of inquest held over them reported that they
were kHlcd by some persons unknown. They have never yet been able to ascertain
who did it. That was withiu three or four miles of town.

Question. Were these facts brought out before youf '

Answer. Yes, sir. I examined that case in defending the slierifit" for arresting a man
who admitted that he was a Ku-Klus. It being presumed that these Ku-Klux hail

done this, the sherilf had arrested one of them for it. In defending him on the charge
of assault aud battery, I brought out all this, and had the man who held the inquest,

this man Council, examined before the court aud jury.

Question. You have spokeu several times of Judge Mudd. . State to the committee who
he is.

Anaiecr. Well, Judge Mudd is judge of that circuit. I think he was judge before the
war, and ever since the war. I btdieve he has been elected judge. He is a man who
stands renuukably high. I really hardly know what his politicsaro. ' He is very much
opposed to all these tliiugs, aud is a most excellent judge, a man of leariiing and great
ability.

Question. He has had that reputation through the State for years ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir.

[At half after 1 o'clock the committee took a recess until 3 o'clock, when the exanii-

uatiou of the witness, John A. Miuuis, was resumed as follows :]
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By tlie Chairman :

Ouestion. Wheu we adjourued yon were making some stateiuent in relation to the

extent of the Ku-Klux organization in Fayette County. Have you any inrther lacts to

add ?
,T , ^ XT

Answer. There are two or three other cases that I will speak ol, tberc.

Question. Proceed with yonr statement.
•, , , ^

*
^.^

Ansiccr. I learned while there from a party I de6med very reliable, but was unable

to get the witnesses, as they had moved from that county to another county,, where 1

have sent a subpojna for them, that a man by the name of Wooley, who then Uvecl m
that county, had, some time during this year, bs^en whipped by a crowd ot disguised

men, and liis wife had been ravished.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. A white man ?

Answer. Yes, sir; a white man. •

By the Chairm.vn :

Ouestion. When did you understand that that occurred?

Answer. This year. The violence upon her was so great that they became alarmed,

thinking that she would die, or was dead, and they themselves sent for a physician who

gave her some medicine. The name of the physician I have not now. I had it, and

sent for him and for Wooley and his wife.

Question. Did you learn whether they committed other violence upon her person {

Ansicer. I did not.
^

Question. How many were there in the baud ?

Ansiver. Some fifteen or twenty.

Question. Were they disguised like Ku-Klux ?
, , ^ . , . r . i , i „,i

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and in consequence of that, and the fear of his saiety, he had

moved to some county below there. I learned also that two men, very reccntly-a

couple of mouths before court—one named Fowler, had been whipped by a disguised

band of men ; I think live or six.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Were they white men ?

Ansxver. Yes, sir ; and they recognized the uieu. They were not at C'ourt. I did not

see them. I also sent subpcenas for them. That transaction seemed to be very little

understood by everybody, and a good many were talking about them. For what pur-

pose or pretext that was done I could not learn, nor do I know for certain what were

their pontics. I also learned from a man right in the neighborhood, and in his couuec-

fion that an old man named Tidvvell had been pretty badly whipped by a crowd of

some fifteen or twenty, perhaps : I do not remember how many. He was a repub-

lican.

By the Chairman:

Question. When were these latter outrages committed '!

Answer. They were all within this year. These latter outrages were perhaps some-

time this last spring.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did you hear what were the causes assigned or the pretext of these last

""'

jSi"fI do not think I did hear any cause assigned for it. I also learned that just

befoi'e emu t there was a negro man, not very far from FayetteviUe, that had been pretty

badly whipped. He was cfose by there and I sent out lor him two or three tni es I

tiSalfy cot the negro who kept my horse to go out and get him. He came back and

told me the man was afraid to come ; that we would be leaving after a while, and he

would be sure to be killed if he came; so I did not see him.

By the Chairman :

Ouestion Did vou learn the particulars of his whipping? ^ , i

5i s 'r No sir ; I only learned that he was whipped. I hearc a great deal more

•ibo t nec^roes being whipped in that county, and perhaps the particulars, but 1 do not

'remember now, exc'ept one of the last transactions, aside rom this last negro u%t I

SDokTof A crowd of disguised men-how many they did not k''OY-;\V.f t^'^^«

XnSiSonsof theprobato'judgoand United States commissioner, B W.Uilson, and
pianrauous oi I

1 t^ J? of—thev lived oat on the same road, not lar apart—

afewweklbSeiomt^
of them and run the negroes off'. I am not sure that they whipped any, but they took

one and started. McCounell and Wilson got a crowd and pursued, and relieved one

St tey apparently intended to hang. There were fifteen or twenty of them. I think,
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iu that croud. Thoy -u-erc also dis^^uisetl. That trausactiou I had from Wilson and
McConnell. On uiy "return I stopped and got dinner ATith an old man named Turner, on
the Byler road Irorn Decatur to Tuscaloosa. I I'onnd out that the man was a democrat,
and he told uie tluit his brother-in-law down in Wa.lker County had very recently been
taken out and ^YlMpped by a disguised band of men. He gave me the witnesses who
knew it, «nd he seemed to be solicitous that ths parry should be prosecuted. The man
was named Davis. His wife had been a Widow Conner. It was her brother-iu-laAv

who was whipped, whose name was Davis.

By Mr. Bcckley:
Question. Did you hear any complaint about the conduct of the colored people living

in Fayette County f

Answer. Well, I heard no particular complaint made by anybody of those who were
living there. As to those on the McConnell and Bird Wilson places that were whipped,
these were men of the highest standing, au<l they did not seem to know what it was
for. They had no complaint to make of their negroes, and knew of none. As to this

other negro that I heard was whipped, if I heard any cause assigned for it, I do not
remember it. Most generally there is some allegation of something or other, as I have
given iu most of the cases as far as I heard it, giving the causes which I learned as

the allegation for which they were whipped. I always, when I put on foot a prosecu-
tion, tried to get that so as to fix my indictment to meet the case. I get the negroes'
account of what was done. 1 heard a great "deal more of negroes being whipped, and
there is no doubt of it. I will make this statement from my knowledge of the parties,

derived as nuich from Judge Mudd as anybody else through his circuit. There is, no
doubt, a very violent prejudice exists against negroes witli white men generally, and
especially against their exercising any of the privileges that they consider belonging
to white men, and among that class of men who never held any negroes that preju-

dice is very violent. The few men who have not given in to that prejudice are men
who owned negroes before the war who have large farms now, and who want their

labor. They are the more cultivated men. Tiiese men I find occasionally, iu both par-

ties, taking a more active part for the negroes than any other men. That man McCon-
nell, for instance, who is a very warm democrat, is as zealous iu defending their rights

as any mau I came across.

By the Chairman:
Question. What proportion does this class bear to the entire white population ?

Answer. A very small proportion. From what I could learn, when tiie registration
first took i»lace in Fayette County, there were, perhaps, two hundred negro voters.

They say that now there is probably not more than something like fifty negroes, or not
much more, iu the whole county. They have goue below to the negro regions, some to
Mississippi and some to other places.

Question. I understand you to say that about forty have been killed outright ?

Answer. That was the estimate they gave me, that about forty had been killed alto-

gether, and two since the last court, six months ago.
Question. The facts you have detailed were obtained by you, I understand, in yonr

ofiScial capacity, while you were in Fayette County, and during a stay of three weeks ?

Answer. I only staid iu Fayette one week during court.
Question. And while there, your purpose was lio learn the exact truth, with a view of

enforcing the law against criminals?
Answer. Yes, sir. I learned them in that way, and in engaging in the law-suits against

the .sheritr, which involved this (piestiou, and others of tliat sort.

Question. Do you wish to make auy statement iu reference to any other counties?
Answer. I haVt; notliiug particular. I would make one statement to show what was

the original state of atfairs. As I weut down to that county, I staid all night with a
man by the naun- of Reason Young, who lives about eight miles below Decatur, in
Moultou A'alley. He was one of the wealthiest men in all that country before the war,
and is still wealthy. Talking about this thing, he told me he hail n(!ver seen the Ku-
Klux but once, and thut was in 1869, when some thirty or forty came to liis house one
night and waked him up. They were all disguised in the same sort of disguise that
wo have been describing hcretofori;, and told him that they wanted supper, which he
got for them. They told him they had come down from the moon to .see to the regula-
tion of things in this hemisphere, and asked him a good many things: if anything
was goiug wrong. He told them nothing that he knew of. Tlu-y .siid that was all

right, to get them supper. They got their supper, and while about there they learned
from some (piartcr of some person making complaint against an old negro, a black-
smith. Ho did not know what that complaint was. He said they took the man out, and
beat him nearly to death. That was the only time he ever saw them, and that was
iu 186y. lie is a democrat. There is another case that occurred here since I returned
home. The probate judge of Marshall County came to me yesterday—Mr. Lusk—and
told me that a crowd of disguised men a very short time ago had gone out on tho
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mountain aud whipped two women. From all I conld learn of him they wore probably

base Avonieu—white women. He said that he had issued a warrant lor them ;
tliat the

sheriff had not executed it, but he thought he wouhldo it; that Judge Wyetli, a lawyer

1 know very well, a reliable man, a democrat, had told him that it was likely that the

laws of Congress had superseded the laws of the legislature, and had advised him to

come and see me on the subject. I advised him that, in my opinion, they had not, and

if he thou'vht the State authorities would goou and prosecute, aud they could protect

themselves bv this prosecution, I preferred that he do so. After conferring with him

some time, and sending word to my old friend Wyeth aud others, urging them to pros-

ecute, I concluded not to prosecute, but to let the State court try its hand, which 1

prefer doin"- in every case, us I think it would do more good it the State authorities

would vi<nllntly prosecute. I have had several complaints brought to my ears of things

that have occurred around in this vicinity, but none to enable me to state certainly the

facts.

Question. Have you anything further to add r

Jnsice;-. I do not believe that I have.
, , t c

Oiiestion. If you have iinished vour statement of violations of law by bodies ot men

banded too-ether aud generally disguised, I desire to ask certain general questions.

Are your slate laws effectual to punish such alleged misdemeanors as those Union men

whoVere maltreated were charged with ?
, .^ ,, ^ ^ i ,+ t

Ansicer I think the laws themselves would be effectual if they were enforced, but L

do not believe thev can be enforced iu many places, especially in cases of outrages

af^ainst negroes, and I do not know as it is much better as to white Luiou men.

"Ouestion. What is the difficulty iu the way of enforcing the State laws/

Answer. In the iirst place, iu many cases you cannot get the testimony.

OuesUon. I am speaking now not of persons who have committed these outrages,

but of the persons uiiou whom outrages were committed, aud I ask, if the otteusesjyith

which they were charged were true^ in fact, is there any difficulty under your State

laws in punishing the Uuiou men thus accused ?
, , ^ xi i ,„

4nsiva: I do not think there is iu the main. I do not know but there may be some

points of defect in the law ; but I think in the main they are on one side as on the

other side, and if the laws were enforced they are sufdcient.

Ouestio'n. Are vou familiar with the speeches aud conversation of democratic politi-

cians in the South ? aud, if so, state whether, in speaking of these Ku-IGux operations,

tliev deuv. iustifv, or excuse them.
, , , .,

Ins^-er. In most cases, and in most of the speeches I have heard, and lu the papers,

I have noticed
Q«esfioH. I will come to the papers directly.

,.,vf„iiUwip,w
Answer. In most of the speeches I have heard they attempt to and do Mrtua ly deny

the ex stence of such au order. They insist that it does not exis .
If

J
u>^derstand

their position, it is generally that whatever outrages are committed are not so exten-

sivraVrepreseuted, and that thev are done by a few bad men, and do not proceed from

any or^SaS Thev deny the existence of such au organization. Then when cases

I ha?e heard are brou<Tht before them, of which there could be no sort ot doubt thej

have as a SnSral thin^., I think, had a good deal to say about the causey which led to

li ami the" haiShips ^nd, while theySvould not justify such conduct, yet say that

there was a good deal of excuse for it.

Question. What is the tenor of the democratic press on the same subject ?

Aiisteer. I think that has been worse than the speeches, as a general rule. I think it

^ue'ZrHa^e yon read any violent articles upholding these Ku-Klux outrages when

'XJS'VrnorSember anv recently ; not so much so as years back.. A year or

tw^ 1' ck theio were a great many. I hav^ not been in the habit of reading a great

manv democratic 1^^^^^ I did not read them, except when something of the sort was

Surit to mv attention. I have been a pretty constant reader ol the Advertiser I

ha'^^^ad scSie axiSes in that within the Last year that I thought very bitter
;
m fact,

''''S:::^tU:'i^Z\S:^S^^^^^ -adlng matter of the democratic pres.

th?o S^out thriate insuiTCctionary States, as a general rule,
^"f'^^^^j'f;;y ^"'I.^So^

to the General Government and those who administer it, and to the lecoustiuctioa

""^l*™
'

I think that in Alabama it was very much so up to a year or two back,

feince that tin there ha °btn some modification, paiticularly in some of the leading

mp^rs I think thev are not nearly so bitter, many ot them, as they were

^^iion.Do you recollect about how many democratic papers are published in this

^^A^Lr. Xo, sir. I know that the Eutaw paper, about the time of Boyd's nu.rder,

"^,SrSj yi5J know a paper in this State or Mississippi called " The Ku-Klux ?
"
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Answer. No, sir ; I have never seen it.

Question. Do souttiern papers, as a general rule, accept the *' new departure,'" as it is

called by the northern democracy ?

Answer. I acu inclined to think that a majority of the people in Alabama do, though
there is a difference of opinion on that subject. My opinion is that a majority of them
do, but I am inclined to think that a majority of the papers do not.

Question. Is the majority of southern white men opposed to even a qualified negro
suflragc ? I refer now to the southern democracy.
Answer. I scarcely know how to answer that. I do not know among politicians any

man that pretends to discuss politics—any democrat of that kind in this State—who
will openly and directly oppose negro suffrage. I think among this class of men of
whom I speak that are so bitter to negroes they would not only be opposed to his hav-
ing the right of suffrage but almost any rights at all. But the politicians, so far as I

have heard them express an oi)iuion, seem to accept that, for the present at least, as a
settled thing.

Question. Explain what you mean by '' the present."
Answer. I nieauthat tliat is their expression; they say that. Occasionally they say,

" We accept it but we will not be bound." There is such a contrariety of opinion being
expressed upon that subject that I can scarcely form an oiiinion.

Question. Is not the fifteenth amendment more odious than all the other reconstrnc-
tiou measures combined to the Alabama democracy ?

Ansiver. I think it was at the time it was adopted.
Question. Are the democrats making hearty effort to educate the freedmeu in view of

the fact that they may now vote and hold office, or do they stand aloof and render un-
Avilliug aid in the expectation or hope that thic! franchise will be withdrawn from the
colored race?
Answer. I have not had my attention drawn to that enough to say. In Montgomery,

where? I have associated and am better acquainted and in this ]dace, I liave heard no
objection to their education. I have heard many say that they wished they were
all educated ; but I think that out in the country there is more opposition to it. When
reconstruction first took place, in most portions of the State where I was, it was danger-
ous to talk about even attempting to educate the negro at all. It was so in Butler
County. They would hardly allow such a man as a teacher to go there. If he did he
could not gef board*in a white man's house. Cut in that county and where I have lived
in Montgomery there has been a great change, and there lias Ijeen no particular ob-
struction, to my knowledge, there in the way of their education.

Question. Do they jiay this school-tax willingly ?

Answer. I do not think I have heard any more complaint of that than an j- other tax.
Question. What is you opinion as to the power of the courts to enforce the law in

Fayette County without the presence of military authority ?

Ansiver. I do not believe, until this recent court when it went there, that it could
have been done at all. I had several men sworn, even some democrats, who swore
that the sheriff' could not execute his office ; but I have great hopes that a better state
of things in the future will prevail. I talked with a good many democrats there, lead-
ing men of the county. They all assured me that they would become active in enforc-
ing the law, to obviate all necessity for outside influence hereafter. I am satisfied that
the result of that court, the sheriff" being acquitted in those cases, a few men arrested
and taken away, the law talked about as to their liability and various other things,
that it will leave the county in a better condition, or we shall hear of very desperate
deeds being done hereafter. But I hope it will be better hereafter.

Question. In your opinion, will the convictions Avhich have taken place in North
Carolina in the Federal courts, under the Ku-Klux act, so-called, have the effect of
preventing like offenses in the future ?

Answer. My opinion is that that will have a salutary effect. My opinion is that the
prosecutions I have put on foot myself in Middle Alabama, even where the parties
were acquitted, had a good effect. After these parties had been acquitted, in two or
three trials, and had gone home to this county of Coosa, a young lawyer—a democrat

—

came down from Kockford in Coosa, and I had a long talk with him. He told me he
was well Katisfied that the thing was existing there, and had been doing a good deal
of mischief, and he was equally satisfied that the prosecutious, although these parties
had been dischargeil, had done good ; that they had been so alarmed, and I had got so
near upon them in the various proofs I had got, and in addition to that the expense
"was so considerable upon them, they being jioor men, or men in moderate circum-
stances, that he believed the thing was broken up, and they would abandon i^
that they knew it would not pay, and that he hoped I would not have occasion to

prosecute anybody in that county for anything done afterwards. Since that time I have
not heard of anything of the kind being committed.

Question. If you have not already stated, and I do not remember whether you have,
you may state now how many convictions have been had in the State courts against
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these -wLite men, banded together under this organization called the Ku-Klux Klan, for
any offense committed upon Union men, white or black ?

Answer. I do not think I have heard as yet of any. I do not remember a case now.
It is a fact that it is very hard in tbe best of our counties to convict a white man for
any violence done to a colored man, though they do that sometimes; but in cases
growing out of anything like .a Ku-Klux organization, or men in disguise, I have
heard of no convictions iu this State as yet. If I have heard of any it has escaped my
recollection.

By Mr. Buckley :
•

Qiicsfiou. 1 have, Mr. Chairman, a communication written on the 6th day of July last.

I would like to ask the witness if he knows of two cases mentioned here, and I will
read from this letter, and ask the question. The writer says, " Some four or five weeks
since, a negro woman was found senseless, witli her little'child in the woods, who had
been theVe a day and night. She was removed to the house, came to her senses for a
while, and before lier death told who it was that beat her. I had an inquest held over
her body, and the jury found, from the little evidence they could get, Avho some of the
])arties were. A warrant was issued. The parties have never been arrested, and it is

said they have gone into an adjoining county." Did you hear of that ?

. Answer, That was in Fayette. I heard of that case, and the men who did it, I un-
derstood, went to an adjoining county for a while. There was thought to be a good
deal of neglect in not getting them. When I was down there last week I understood
that they had gone to Mississiiipi.

Quesfion. " Some short time after this another negro woman, asl have been informed,
was shot dowii in tlie field when pleading for her life. The party who done it was
known, and went otT without being in any manner interrupted, a,n'd it is said that he
is in Mississippi." Did you hear anything of that case?
Answer. If I did, I do not remember it now ; there has been so much of that.
Question. "Some two weeks since, I have been informed, a party of disguised men

went to Mr. Cole's, on the Byler road, and whipped the fxeedmen and women living on
his place."

Answer. That is the case I have detailed. My information is that they whipped the
men and tied and ravished the women.

Question. He says in the next sentence, '' raping three women ?
"*

Answei^ Yes, sir.

Question. " I have also heard of several white men being taken .out at night and
whipped.

"

Ansicer. That, I suppose, was Fowler and Tidwell.
Question. " On last Sunday night eight or ten disguised men came to my jdace and

beat with pistols two freedmen. Their intention was either to kill or greatly abuse
them, as they told them before that day they would do so if they would not leave my

. place."
Ansiver. That was cither Colonel McConnell or Wilson. /

Question. " I had two of them arrested, who were recognized by the negroes, but one
of them jiroved by some one that at a certain time on that night he was somewhere
else. No attention was paid to the colored testimony, and they were discharged."

This was on the writer's place. I do not know whether he objects to his name being
used or not.

Answer. I think that was on Judge Wilson's place. Such a transaction as that did
occur there. I do not think he would care if his name Avas used.

Quesfion. It was Judge Wilson, the commissioner.
Answer. He would not care, for they are as hostile to him as they can bo now.
Question. Did you hear anything about the collector of internal revenue having to

resign his position there ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard of it, but I do not remember the particulars. He was
raised down there and had to resign, and they have appointed another from adifierent

I)ortion. When I was down there I heard a very well-authenticated account of a ne-

gro being killed in an adjoining couuty-rSanford—but it was done by men not iu dis-

guise, and so I have not spoken of it. I understand that two men had some dispute

about some fruit. One of them was in hauling it out, and tlio man ordered tlio negro

to get out, and he jumped olf tlie wagon and started to run, and he then shot liim. He
had not been prosecuted. I heard of q, white man being killed under quite as bad
circumstances probably, but I did not speak of these things.

• By Mr. Beck :

Question. You stated, iu the beginning of your testimony, that the troubles in Ala-

bama began at the time of the reconstruction acts and the adoption of the constitu-

tion ?

Answer. That is the time my attention was particularly drawn to them.

Question. If anything serious existed before that time, /ou had not observed it ?



554 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

AnsU'Cr. I bad Leard a great deal of uegroes being killed and wbipped, and all that
sort of tbiug, but I do nut know tbat I bad any jiersonal cognizance of anytbiug of tbe
kind. I beard a great deal of tbat sort of tbing, but tbe bitterness, as I now remem-
ber, to wbicb my attention was drawn, commenced about tbe time of reconstruction.

Question. Had or not, growing out of tbe reconstruction and tbe constitution of Ala-
bama, i^articularly tbe mode of its adoption, a great deal of bitterness and feeling

grown up among tbe i)eople of tbis State ?

Answer. I tbink a Acry great deal.

Queslion. Did tbey not believe tbat Congress bad imposed a constitution upon them,
after tbey bad defeated it in tbe mode prescribed by Congress itself, by abstaining from
voting, so tbat a majoritj^ of tbe registered votes was not cast at all ?

Answer. Tbat was tbeir allegation and tbeir bypotbesis, but not mine.
Question. It was witb tbe great mass of tbe people i

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; tbey called it a usurpation, and I beard a great many say tbey
never would submit to it, and tbere was a great deal of bitterness.

Question. Pretty universally among tbe wbite people of tbe State ?

Answa: Yes, sij-. 1 lived at tbat time at Greenville, and tbere was a great deal of
hostility to tbat constitution. I knew of some, and I beard of a great many others

—

white men who lived tbere—who notified tbeir uegroes tbat if they voted at all, they
must leave ; tbat tbey could not live on tbeir places. There was hostility enough to

go to almost any measure to defeat it.

Question. Is it not a fact, while Congress did by its own act provide tbat unless a
majority of tbe registered vote was cast on the adoption or rejection of the constitu-
tion, it should be rejected, and yet, while a majority- did not vote, Congress did impose
it on these people f

Answer. My recollection is—I have not tbe tbing before me to read it—that that
states it a little too strong. My recollection is tbat the provision was tliat it should be
the constitution if adopted in that way. It is not my recollection that they said it

should not be tbe constitution unless it was adopted in that way. •

Question. Did not tbe act itself provide that unless a majority of the registered vote
was cast for it, it should not stand ?

Answer. 1 do not remember tbat.

Question. Is it not a fact tbat radical members of Congress first rejected it, and that
Mr. Stevens himself'spoke of it as improper legislation for these people?

Answer. I have not it before me. I recollect tbere was something of the «ort and
much discussion, but I cannot recollect tbe particulars.

Question. Lut tbat state of things created great feeling in the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. "Were not all tbe officials, tbe judges, attorneys, members of the legislature,

and senators, elected and imposed u])ou the people of this State at the same time when
the constitution was adopted, and when the democrats did not vote at all?

Answer. In some few places the democrats voted. lu a great many places tbey did •

not vote at all.

Question. Is it not a fact tbat there was but one democratic meuj)er of the senate?
Answer. There was but one place where a democrat was elected.

Question. It was unanimously radical, witb one exceiitiou ?

Answer. "With one exception. It is true tbat a majority of the registered voters did
not vote. A majority of the registered voters did not, as shown by the records made
by the military authorities. The records show that a great deal better than I can by
stating it.

Question. At any rate, you bad a constitution imposed upon you under these circum-
stances, and officials elected to fill all your offices, and who were recognized by Con-
gress as duly elected?

Ansticr. Yes, sir.

Question. And the fact that that imposition was put upon you caused bitter feeling ?

Answer. Tbat caused bitter feeling with those tbat opi)osed it. I think at tbat time,

however, tbat the great mass of tbe wbite people of Alabama would have opposed, as

bitterly as it was in human nature to oppose—tbat they would have put all the bitter-

ness into it tbat hunuiu nature would have admitted, in any form or shape that it could
have been presented, any government that would have allowed tbe negroes the right
of surtiage, or tbe privileges that belong to a citizen. I tbink the bitterness would
have been just as strong in any manner in which that question could have been pre-

sented, and they would have been as much ojiposed to the Government, whetlier they
voted or not.

Question. Would thoj- not, but for theif understanding of the act of Congress, have
opposed with equal bitterness the election of all the members of the legislature and
the officials who were imposed upon them?
Answer. A great many of them would have been quite as bitterlj' opposed to them

—

I will not sav all of them.
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(i}imthn. Was not tlie fact that Jiulge Gardner was put upon the people iu that way
one of the grounds of their opposing his taking his phice ?

Ansiver. That Avas one of the grounds alleged, and what made the thing particularh*
bitter in that county was that the man he displaced was a popular one, a warm southern
man, and they were very hostile to Gardner and his friends for taking his place, as they
would have been to any other man who advocated the doctrines which Gardner did—
that is, the right of the negroes to citizenship, and to vote particularly.

Question. You have spoken of some precincts in a county where negroes could not
vote with safety. Is it not the law of Alabama that persons, no matter in what pre-
cinct they reside, have the right to vote at the county-seat of their county?

Amiver. Such is the law, although I believe the last democratic house tried to re-
peal it.

Quvstion. I hope they will succeed next time.
Aiisiver. I hope they will not. That is a difference of opinion ; but it is bad enough

as it is.

Question. They can vote now in a dozen precincts in a day?
Answer. I do not think they can, because there is a list of their aames by which

they will be detected.
Question. By your election laws can anybody challenge a vote for its being cast ille-

gully? - °
^

Ansu-er. No, sir; no man has the right to challenge.
Question. Although the man'may be seen to vote half a dozen times a day ?

Ansiver. You could not challenge, but vou may appear and have the vote stricken
off.

Question. But yon may see him vote ten times a day, and you cannot challenge him?
Answer. No, sir ; but you may have his vote thrown out if it is illegally cast.

Question. Were not all your present judges, and sheriffs, and attorneys, and other
officers, except such as have died or have resigned since, elected at the election when
the democrats did not vote at all ?

Ansiver. I think they were ; all that were elected under that original election were,.
Question. And tUeir terms have not yet expired ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. A great many of them have been appointed or elected since.

Question. So that the organization of your courts has been under republican aus-
pices ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And you have had a republican governor until lately ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; until the last general election.

Question. Under that organization have not a great majority—nearly all of your
judges, and sheriffs, and other officials—been members of the republican party in Ala-

bama ?

Answer. A large majority of them were.
Question. Who selects your jurors and your grand jurors ?

Answer. They are selected by the jirobate judge, and the sheriff, and the circuit-

court clerk.

Question. These were officers, elected in a great majority of cases at that time of

which you have just spoken ?

Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. Is it not a fact that, for any defect in the selection of jurors and grand
jurors, the responsibility must necessarily be on the officials who selected them i?

Ansiver. I think the just responsibility is upon the men who selected them^
Question. As to the Eutaw difficulty you have spoken of, I believe you have stated it

as it has been stated before, except one fact. Was there not a man named Snoddy who
had been killed before that time, and the murderers of whom the people thought that

Boyd did not try to prosecute ?

Answer. There was, perhaps, some complaint of that sort. A man by the name of

Snoddy was kiUed, and two negro boys, charged with it, were taken up, tried, and put

in jail. It was said that upon that trial l)efore the justiccof the peace as a court of

inquiry, Mr. Boyd did not appear in the prosecution. Mr. Boyd stated that the

reason he did no't appear was because the parties had employed able counsel to repre-

sent the State, and there was no necessity for his ap])earing. That is a thing tbat very

often occurs with us. It has occurred with me in this office ;
when able couusel were

employed I have not appeared. I have heard some complaint of that in reft reuce to

him, but I think that it was a very small item of the account.

Question. He had killed Brown ?

Ansu-cr. Yes, sir.

Question. Were not Brown's friends not only numerous but iuilueutial in the upper

part of that county '?

Ansiver. They were numerous and influential in the region of Union, and that very

region in which I think the great body of Ku-Klux in that county resided.
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Question. And many persons at least thought that the old enmity growing out of the
killing of Brown had a great deal to-do with it ?

Ansiccr. A great many thought so, and I have no douht it had some. I think the
three causes I have given all combined to produce his killing—perhaps four causes.

Question. Have you a registration law in Alabama?
Ansivcr. Yes, sir; we have.
Question. You have mentioned now a number of cases ; the case of Henry Williams,

in Coosa County, was one, a case reported to you by him?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; reported to me by Wiley Williams aud Henry Giles.

Question. Is not substantially all the information you have about that case derived
from them ?

Anstcci'. It is deriA^ed from hearing them swear upoii three different trials. I had
three trials of that case, aud upon an average I had about eight witnesses, aud the
knowledge I have is derived from these witnesses. Their character and credit and the
fact that they were whipped were sustained. That was sustained by Mr. Maxwell, one
of the most respectable white men in that county. Also the fact that the church was
burned. Mr. Maxwell said on his oath that he believed that it was done as they said.

Question. In tho Macon County case, Lassiter was tried before the United States com-
missioner?
Answer. Yes, sir. .

Question. An appointee df the General Government and a republican, I presume?
Answer. It is not exactly certain what he is. He was-originally a republican. I am

not sure now but that he claims tp be more of a democrat than a republican.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Appointed by whom ?

J«.'rt(r)\ He was appointed by Judge Busteed. I understand that he was originally
a republican. I think he hardly now professes to be a republican, though I do not
think he dabbles at all in politics.

By Mr. Bkck :

Question. 'tie acquitted the men charged ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. The next case was the case in Pike, of the man who had committed a rape ?

Answer. That was down in the county adjoining Pike County. It was in Mont-
gomery, down near the Pike County line.

Question. There was no politics mixed up either in that or the two former cases, so far.

as you were aware ?

Answer. There was no jiolitics mixed up in it, nor was there, that I know of, in the
Aaron Lassiter case. In that case tho only polities introduced was, that General Clan-
ton asked Lassiter how he had votetl, and he sai<l that at the last election he voted the
democratic ticket. I asked him why, and he said because this man Cash drew his pistol
on liim and made him vote it. In the first case, Williams was whipped. Giles was not
whipped. Auother negro was shot at. Webb was hit a few licks, and his grave marked
out. Tliat was all done that night. The negro stated that these men who did it stated
they were confederate soldiers from hell—who had come from hell to whip out every
damned radical.

By tho CiuiiaiAM :

Question. Were these the men who burned the church ?

Answer.* Yes, sir.

Question. State whether the church thus burned belonged to the organization known
as the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, or the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Answer. I believe it was a Baptist church. That was on the same night and the
same transaction.

By Mr. Bec6: :

Question. In the case of tlie rape there was no politics in that ?

Answer. None that I heard of. The girl, I understand, madeatlidavit that thisuegro
was guilty. I understand that she went before the committing justice of the peace
aud swore that he was guilty.

Question. Did you ever hear that she was coerced or induced, by improper influence,
lo go there and make that atlidavit ?

Answer. 1 never heard how she came to do it except from the negroes, and that is

perhajjs guess-work. I believe his wife has told me since that tho girl said to her that
they made her do it.

Question. That is, the wife of the man whipped told you so ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. With that exception, you never heard that she was coerced?
^Inswer. With that exception, I know nothing about how it was done.
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Question. 1 ask because you were asked by .the chairntou a questiou assuming that
the girl was induced to make the affidavit. •

Answer, I never heard anything ou that subject except from the wife of the man who
was whipped.

Question. In that class of cases of persons who had complaints to make, knowing you
to be a United States official, they came to you with their complaints because of your
position ?

Answei'. All those willing to prosecute do, but there are very few, as I lind, who arc
willing to prosecute. I find it exceedingly difficult to get them to make the affida-
vit. They are willing to toll me if I will promise to say uoihing about it, but not
willing to prosecute.

Question, A good deal has been said by you and others about the alibi being relied
upon as a^ defense. Do you know how a man can very well defend himself otherwise
against jiositive proof, even if that is fcilse; of an accuser, wheu a crime is' said to bo
done in the night and privately, than by an alibi ?

Answer. I do not think a man could well do.so, where there is positive proof. lie
must either discredit the proof, or prove an ulibi.

Question. I suppose that, when a person makes oath that this is so, the defendant is

reduced to one of these two things ?

Ansiver. I do not see well how he could do otherwise. While I am myself not pre-
judiced against a man who makes a bona fide defense of an alibi, I think it is entitled to
consideration

;
yet, in the investigations I have gone into, I am satisfied that in vari-

ous cases they have been made up. •
>

Question. You spoke of the Uuutsville case, the Henderson case. Was not the de-
fense an alibi?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And Henderson himself swore positively to the facts ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and, from circumstances that have come to my knowledge since,

as well as the manner of their swearing then, I.am perfectly satisfied in my own mind
that the best alibi proven, which was Holseapple's, was proven by a man who was
with him when the deed was committed, and who was one of the men whom the
negro did not recognize.

Question. Was not the testimony all written down ?

Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. By whom ?

Answer. By some j'oung man,'.the clerk. I forget who. It was all written down
and read to them very carefully. I had that done.

Question. Is it not true that seven white men—Marion Mathews, Robert Lindsay,
Neal Gannon, Mr. Eutherford, Alexander Maloue, M. A. Campbell, and A. Horton, and
two negroes, one named James Carter and the other William Mathews, all testified

that this negro, Henderson, was a man of jaotoriously bad character, and unworthy of
belief on oath ?

Answer. Some of them testified th;it sfnm'jly. und some of «^l!c'in in diiT-rfjit lan-

guage?
Question. I do not give the words.
Answer, I speak also of the substance. There was a number that dist;redited him.

Mr. Calvin Goodloe, with whom he worked, was the only other witness I had who
gave him credit. Upon the examination, when I asked tbem if they had ever heard of
his being sworn, they had never heard of it, and did not know much of his truthful-

• ness.
. Question. That testimony can all be obtained here in the bauds of Mr. Day, the

clerk ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I will say, too, in that connection, that I do not think lever had
any witness yet, w^ho was a colored man, but what some white witness has been found
to discredit him. As that was upon a mere preliminary examination, and not upon
the final trial, though some of tlfeso negroes have said that they could credit them-
selves, I have never"yet brought them in, because we had not come to the final trml.

Question. In the case of Henderson, you did nut sustain him against these j^harges,

except by the testimony of Goodloe ?

Answer. Except by Goodloe, for ho was the only white witness I had here. I had no
time to send out for Henderson's witnesses, and I do not know whether lio could liavo

sustained himself oj not.

Question. There was no politics charged in that ?

Answer. Ko, sir ; none.

By the Chairman :

Question. In connection with that Henderson case, I will ask iiow many of ^.'leso

witnesses, who discredited Henderson, appeared by the testimony, orfrom all tlie circum-

stances surrounding the case, their neighl)orhood, &c., to have participated in thi.s

outrage ? ,



558 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Answer. I could not tell abfut that. They were strangers to ine. Slost of these
men had huown Henderson hut a little while. He had lived over in another region of
country, and had been but a short time in this neighborhood. Perhaps one of
these witnesses knew him in this neighborhood ; but he had not been long in Alabama.

Question. None of them had heard him testify before ?

Answer. No; none of them.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You were asked if they participated in this particular outrage.
• Answer. I am going to say, one "of these witnesses—and I say this here, because I do
not expect it to go out Until I get a hearing in this case—one of these witnesses, from
the circumstances, from my knowledge derived since, and from Avhat occurred there,
I am satisfied, was one of the men who were along when the thing was done. I can
give the reasons why I believe so. This witness testified, as you may see if you get
hold of the testimony, that he was with Mr. Holseapple that night, watching his mill,
to try to catch a thief. This witness, Lindsay, a brother of the defendant, lived about
a mile from the mill, Holseapple about three-quarters of a mile. He swore that he
was with Holseapple there all night ; that they made a pallet down, and were awake
pretty much all night ; also that he went to the livery-stable and hired a horse ; and
he described the horse. He states that nobody was watching him and Holseapple, or
saw them there ; and that when he went home next morning he told nobody. Now,
the horse, as he describes him, is precisely the character of horse as described by the
negro as ridden by one of the men who did the thing, and I learn from the marshal
that that horse is perhaps the only horse of that character in the neighborhood.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. How was he described ?

Answer. A large pacing horse. Now, then, the fact of his hiring the horse from a
livery-stable to go a mile ; and I learn since, that when he was arrested, Holseapple
stated to the marshal, "I could not have been tiiere that night, for I was at home that
night with my wife. I have not slept from her for two years ; I can prove it by her."
Taking these things together, I have come to the conclusion that in all probability
Lindsay was one of the parties. I may be wroug ; but I intend to investigate it ; and
I have not spoken of this to anybody before ; but I have ti^keu steals to have the man
who hired him the horse brought.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. How about the other eight witnesses ; were they there ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that they were.
Question. Did the negro himself pretend that they were?
Answer. The negro only pretended that there AveVo five, and he identified three. I

will say, as to discrediting witnesses, I believe in these cases if you will a.sk a great
many men—for there is a great deal of prejudice when these things come up—that they
will tell you they would not believe any negro. I have found witnesses to say ^.

Question. Judge Minnis, when you spoke about the want of faith which yoii have in
an alibi sworn to by while men
Answer. I did not say anything of want of faith. I think it is a good and meritori-

ous defense when well made.
Question. Is it your exjierience that intelligent white men are bigger liars than ne-

groes, as a class ?

Answer. I do not believe they are ; but I believe (and it is my experience) that men
who go into tliese bands, and if guilty, (for they are guilty or not,) are ready to sweat
to anything to swear one another out.

Question. But are white men who do not belong to these bands not more truthful
than negroes as a race ?

Answer. I would take it as a general rule to have more confidence in a white man not
belonging to these bands than in a negro equally iutl'lligent ; because my experience
is that negroes are not well educated; and even those somewhat intelligent have a
capacity.for enlarging too much when they even intend to tell you the truth. I am
iucliijied to think that I would give more credit to the white man, if I had equal confi-
dence in both.

Question. If I recollect aright, as to the Limestone case, you say that grew out of a
private quarrel ? .

' •

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think the immediate cause was a private quarrel. My opinion
is, and several democrats that I have talked with from there agree with me in it, that
the only thiuu in which politics had to do with that, and probably many others, was
that the notorious jjrejudice against him as a republican, and agaiust republicanism,
made them feel a greater license to whip him than anybody else, for they did not feel
in as much danger; that is what I understood.

Question. This county of Fayette, I believe, you found the worst of the counties you
>iave spoken of or know of now ?
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Jnsiver. That is the worst county, so far as acts Lave conie t«» my kuowleilge
;
quite

the worst.
Question. Does that adjoin Mississippi?
Answer. No, sir ; tliere is one county lies between it and Mississippi—Marion and

Sandford come in between.
Question. It is a short distance to the line ?

Answer. Not a great ways.
Question. And there are conveniences for escape from one State to the other ?

Answer. Yes, sir, though Marion County, that lies between it and Mississippi, seems
to have been as quiet as any county in the State.

Question. When they escape into Mississippi, have you any means of getting them
back until they are arrested in that State ? ^

Ansiver. No, sir; the means I have is, after I have got them indicted in the United
States court, I send a capias over into Mississippi.

Question. But the State courts have no power ?

Answer. No, sir ; no power without making a demand on the governor.
Question. And that is after they are arrested f

Ansiver. You could do it upon a warrant
;
you could make a demand upon your gov-

ernor and he upon their governor, and he would deliver him upon a warrant, but it

would have to be upon a warrant.
Question. In the cases in Fayette, of which you have spoken, Wooley's, Fowlers, and

Tidwell's cases^ you did not hear the facts from the parties themselves ?

Answer. Not from the parties upon whom the violence was committed.
Question. It was from persons upon AvLom you relied, but not from the parties them-

selves ?

Answer. Yes, sir. There were other cases only from rumor, but these were cases
in which I believe the iuformation reliable, and, from everything I could learn, nobody
there seemed to dispute that they had occurred.

Question. Still, the fact remains that you did not hear them from the parties them-
selves ?

Ansrcer. I did not in those particular cases.

Question. Is the judge himself a republican or a democrat 1

Ansiver. I never asked him, and it is hard for me to tell. My impression is this : I

think he voted for Governor Smith, and I think he voted the balance of the democratic
ticket ; he is a conservative man in politics, and eminently a good jurist, and I think
he is trying to enforce the law.

Question. Is the jirobate judge a republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is the sheriff a republican ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Were the men who selected the jurors and grand jujors republicans or

democrats ?

Ansiver. The clerk of the court was a democrat.
Question. But two out of three were republicans ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And it was that jury that found the indictments against the sheriff?

Answer. Yes, sir. I was not there to see how they were selected, but I suppose so.

Question. You have stated that the law provides that these men should have the

selection of the jury ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And two out of the three men who selected them were republicans ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it not true that a very large number of the young men in Fayette, Win-
ston, and Walker Counties joined the Federal Army, and fought in it through the war f

Answer. I do not know so well, about any others as Fayette, not having been in

them, but in Fayette County I understand that a great many young men joined the

Federal Army and fought through the war ; I also learned, in talking to them and
others, to old men particularly, that in their opinion—and they had counted tlie men
—if an election could be hehfwithout intimidation, opeuly, they would be able at any
time to carry that county ; they had carried it in the sheriii's election. Most of these

men that were in the Federal Army are now rejjublicaus, and some few who were
confederates. The sheriff was a cap.tain in the confederate army, and a few who wer«
in the Federal Army are democrats. I asked them, " If you have such a power, why
do you not put this" thing down ?" They said, " To do that we must do as they do

—

disfuise and kill." The sheriff said, " When I gather my posse, I could comuuiud the

posse, and I could depend upon them ; but as soon as I get home, I meet my wife cry-

inf, saying that they have been there shooting into the house. When we scatter to

our houses, we do not know at what time we are to be shot down ; and living with our

lives in our hands in this way, we have become disheartened, and do not know what to

do." That is the hyi)othesis they gave me for this thing. Another thing : one of the
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prejudices against the sheriff", which was much proclaimed, was, that the posso was
composed largel 5'^ of those meu who had been iu the Federal Army. I heard a dis-

tinction of names and parties there that I never had heard befor^j. Those men sup-
posed to be Ku-Klux and those sympatiziug with them called those who had been inthvi

Federal Army " Mossy backs." It was of "them that his posse was largely composed.
I learned from all parties, that one cause of 6o much excijiemeut against the sheritr"

was, that he had summoned a pqgso of '• Mossy backs," men Avho were iu the Federal
Army, " to arrest us who were in the confederate army." That is why he was more
objectionable to them than any other man, as I learned.

Question. The chairman, in his last general question to you, put it in this form : that
they were seeking to murder oft" Union men. Is there any such distinction now iu

Alabama of recognized political parties, as Union and disunion parties, ojieuly recog-
nized?

Avstva: I catinot eay that I know of any party which recognizes itself as a disunion
party. And I would say that if any man iiublicly was called upon to declare that' he
was a disuniou man, if ho had any political aspirations, I do not think that he would
say it. I do know that there are men, even in this city, that I have talked with since

I have been here, intelligent men, who have told me that they would yet be for disunion
if it could bo had ; that, iu their oinuiou, the South and the North would be better iu

separate govenimeuts.
Quesiiou. Is there any such organized party ?

Ansuer. There is not, that I know of.

Qu^ntion. Therefore, in the designation of Union men, what do you understand that
to mean ?

Ansica: Republicans very often speak of themselves as Union men, perhaps with ii

view of creating that distinction, but I do not think it is recognized by the other side.

By Mr. Bcckley :

Question. You have a class of men, who denominate themselves I'niciU men, scattered
over the Statjj?

Annwer. Yes, sir ; scattering men, but not such an organization as a party ; they belong
to one or other of the parties; there are a great many men I know who have been
voting all the time with the democratic party,, who call themselves Union men, and do
not like to be called anything else; there are some of these who were old-line whig.-^,

and thcj' do not like to be called democrats, and yet they mostly vote with the demo-
cratic party.

Cy Mr. Beck :

Question. You have been asked whether or not the fifteenth ameudmeut wa.-, uui liie

great ground of complaint here. Was not the fourteenth amendment quite as much
complained of, with its disqualifying clause ?

Anawcr. I will say now what 1 did not think of in speakijig of the otiier. The feature
in the fourteenth amendment, disqualifying or rendering men ineligible, was very
oclious, and I do not know but it has done as much to keep up the irritation as any one
thing connected with the whole of the reconstruction. I niy,self believe that, while it

was imposed, I think, lor the very, best motives, and was well at the time, it ought to

have been lepealcd, or the disabilities removed ; and I have thought so for years.

Question. What would be the eli'ect of the r( moval ?

Avbwcr. The removal of these disabilities, iu my opinion, would have a very salutary
efiect.

Question. How ? I want Congre^s to ui;derstaiid your views upon that.

JwM(<r. In the fn::t place, thtu, as eveiy man is allowed to vote, it is not good to keep
men out oi cfilce, for there are always as bad men who are eligible to ollico as anj- who
are not eligible.

Quesliou. You think an idea can always find a repreeentittive?

Anbtrn: Yes, tir, lir.d a lepreetutative. In the oiscussions 1 met on the subject, the
most djflicult thing in tht; whole republican programmo 1 have found to meet, is that
disqualification lor oflice There are some men iu this State, who are disqualified, who
are very good men. Young men, seeing their lathers disqualilied, lind it a source of
very great irritation, and one that appeals very much to the passions as well as to the
reafcoti, if to the rtatou at all. Take the case of a young man. He says, " Heie is the
pegio I used to own, eligible to any oOice ; and here is my father, an intelligent man,
who is ineligible to any office.'' 1 tliink it wonld do a great deal of good to remove
such disabilities, and that it could do no possible harm. Aside from that feature in

the fourteenth amendment, 1 think the lifteeiith amendment was the mos-t odious of
all the reconstruction measurt-s. I am candid iu saying that if I had my will on the
subject of ineligibility, I should just wipe it out clean; L do not care whether a man
was educated at West Foiut or where, or what office he had held befoio the war.

By Mr. Buckley :

Questian. Is not that the position »f the republican party of Alabam;i*
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Aiuswer. That is the position of the republican party of Alabama, so far as I know.
Quv-itlon. Did they so declare in their convention last year f

Answer. They did
;
and, with a very few exceptions, it is the desire and wish of tho

wliole party of this State.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Has there not been a good deal of difficulty, if a negro did happen to want
tu vote the democratic ticket, for him to maintain social position with his colored
brclhren ? Did he not run a risk ?

Jnswcy. I have heard that said, and have heard negroes speaking in bitter terms of
a uegro who would forsake his own class. I have never heard, however, of any par-
tiouiar case where one has been ostracised or injured. I know some in Mouto-omery
who voted tho democratic ticket. I never knew one to be injured. I have always
instructed them, when I have heard of any such thing, never to think of doiu"- such as
thing.

"

By the Chairman :

Question. You say that in a majority of the counties the democrats, in 18f>8, abstained
from voting at the election held for the ratification of the new constitution, and the
election of officers under that constitution ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qmstion. I ask you to state whether they were not so counseled by Andrew Johnson,
then President of the United States; and was it not the general understanding that
that was their best policy ?

°

Answer. While 1 do not remember now of seeing anything directly from him, I may
have done so, but I have forgotten it; my recollection is, however,'that that was tho
u uderstanding, and probably as coming from Governor Parsons.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Which Governor Parsons ?

Answer. Lewis E. Parsons. I think, myself, it was a bad policy.

By the Chairman -.

Question. You have been asked by Mr. Beck whether your election law allows any
challenge of voters at the polls, and you have answered that it did not. I will ask you
to state in this connection what abuses of the power of challenge would exist, in all
probability, if it were allowed.
Answer. In the first place, I think that as at that time men resort to extraordinary

means, as I know they have done, to carry an election, it would give an advanta're to
those challenging negro votes, for it is always harder for a negro to show his age,"&c.
and it would defeat the whole vote being cast. But there is another feature which is

still worse. You go into a neighborhood where there are a great niany negroes, and
with bands of disguised men, or otherwise, whip these negroes, so as to keep them in
an humbled and inferior condition, a great many of these whippings being trace-
able to the politics, and the negroes will be scared and intimidated. Now, lot your
negro be challenged as to his vote by one of those men, and he would instantly
turn and run, and you would as eifectually prevent the casting of their vote in
this wi^ as by whipjjing them directly for it.

Question. Do southern democrats claim that such men as Davis, Toombs. Stephens,
and others, who had violated their oaths to support the Constitution of the United
States, ami who had, as leaders, endeavored for four years to destroy the Union, should
be trusted to hold office again under the Constitution upon a repetition of the oath,
tliey had once violated ?

Answer. 1 cannot say what southern democrats hold and how far they would trust
them with office, but I say myself I believe these men are no worse than others who
went voluntarily into the war, and that they ought to be trusted with office if their.
constituency would elect them.
% (^)uestion. Do you think such men could be trusted to enforce tho obnoxious clause of

'

the fourteenth amendment and the entire fifteenth amendment?.
Answer. I do not know whether they could or not. If their constituency sent them

there for the purpose, I do not know whether they would or not; but their constitu--
ency ought to have the right to vote for them; and if they had a good constituency
who did'not think them safe, they would not trust them; and if they did put one of
these men np, I hope our Government will not be in such a fix that these men could do
it any harm, for if so, we would be in a bad fix, indeed.

Qtteslion. Do not these men now denounce the fifteenth amendment as unconsftitu-

tional, revolutionary, and void?
Answer. I think that Toombs, Davis, and Stephens do. Tliat may be tho fooling of

a great many democrats. As I have stated my opinion very strong on the other hand,
I will state that I myself feel, at least, some fear that a great many democrats who ara^

36 A
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apparently favoring this new departure are not in good faith about it. I have my
own doubts about that.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Do you think there is any other way for the two races in Alabama, beingj

Dearly equally divided here in numbers, to live in a peaceful way except upon the basis
j

of complete civil and political equality ?

Antm-cr. ily opinion is this, that, in a republican government, democratic in priuci-

pie, every man who is a citizen upon the fundamental principles of government has a

right to tlie privileges of the Governiiieut, and the fullest privileges. I do not believo]

that is merely a privilege, but a right. If they are citizens, they are entitled to andi

must enjoy all these rights of citizens, or you challenge the fundamental principles of
|

your Government, or you must separate the two races. 1 thiuli one of these three

propositions must follow.

Montgomery, Alabama, October 20, 1871.

JOHN A. MINNIS recalled, testified as follows :

By the Chairman:

Question. You are the district attorney for Alabama, are you not ?

Ansiixr. I am for the middle and northern districts.

Que.iiion. Are you acquainted with the district judge, Richard Busteed?
Answrn: Yes, sir.

Question. I will ask you to state to the committee whether yon had any conversation

with Judg(^ Busteed before his going to Washington, when he gave his testimony before

the committee on the 23d of .June, 1871.

Answer. I was with him at court at Iluntsville and at a court here, and had frequent

conversations with him, and had some just before he left. At the court at Huntsvillo

there was no grand jury until I got there, on Monday. It was ordered on Tuesfhiy,

and 1 presented no cases there excejjt one post-office case. That was bourul over. Tliey

were not prepared, not knowing whether tliere would be a grand jury or not. When
we came down luire, there were some cases bound over of the same character, and there

had be(!n some complaint made to me about outrages. I had several letters, and in

getting liim to order the grand jury 1 showed him all these and tlie reasons for it. I

had a good deal of talk with him, first amUJast, about the situation of the country.

Question. I will ask you to state to the connnittee what opinion he expresse<l, if any,

relative to the existence of the Ku-Klux Klan in tlie State of Alabama, and what opin-

ion he expressed of the indebtedness of the Federal officers to his personal iutiuence lor

not being interfered with by that organization ?

Answer. A day or two, probably the day before he left, (my office was then in this

room,) he came in here. I think myself and General Healy, and he, were present, and
in conversation that question came up, i)articularly as to the legislation necessary upon
it by Congress. He drew up a rough draught and asked me to copy it, giving what he

thought, or the legislation that he would recommend upon the subject. He asked me to

copy it, and he wanted me and General Healy to indorse it; this, I think, was just

before his leaving, after having held the November term, 1870, which runs into 1871 ; I

think as late as March.
Question. General Healy was United States mar.shal?

Answer. United States marshal. It was either at the time he gave it to me to copy,

or after I Imd copied it, and it was in this room that we were talking upon the subject.

At that time wi- had heard of a great deal in West Alabama, and the subject we
were talking about was, that it was ai)proacliing nearer here, or perhaps into Perry, or

Bome other county nearer than it had been before. His plan, which he wanted us to

recinnniend, and which we did recommend, was to give the United States courts a
nnuli more extended jurisdiction over almost every species of offenses than has been

done by any of the bills, but it did not have in it the military feature. That was his

plan. In talking about that, and in view of some very alarming things we had just

heard from West Alaliama, I perliaps remarked to him, ''I don't know that we would
even l>e sale here, but for the protection of the Uniteil States court." He seemed to. as

I tliought, agree to that proposition; he made this remark, rather hitting himself on

his breast or tai»ping himself, ''Boys, do not say 'but for the United States court," you

would not b(> safi' here ; but for me, you would not be safe here." That w.aa his expres-

sion, as I remember it, at any rate that was the nlea.

Question. What was the nature of the disturbance which was the subject of the con-

versation in n'ference to West Alabama?
Answer. 1 can't remember just what it was ; we had so many accounts of startling

all'airs.

I
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Question. Were they Ku-Klnx (listurbaiices ?

Answer. They were said to be couuuitted by men iu disjjuise.
Question. Did he express any doubt about the existence of these disturbances bv that

organization ?

Answer. I do not think I ever lieard hini express any doubt about it, as I remember,
except in his charges—I mean privately; but in his cliarges to the grand jury, ho
generally complimented them upon the peaceable condition of tlie couutry. He would
compliment the country and the grand jury upon the peaceable condition of things.

Question. But his private conversations were of a different character?
Answer. I never heard him express a doubt about the existence of the organization

or the disturbances, as I remember. I will not be certain that I have repeated hi.s

exact language, but I have given the idea.
Question. Does Judge Busteed reside in this State?
Answer. Well, I think not. In all the business I have with him to got any certifi-

cates, &c., I have to send to New York, except it be right in .court time. If he has been
here since court, I do not know it ; or if he was here before, except during the courts,
at any time, I cannot now remember it. He might have been here at some bankrupt
court.

By Mr. Buckley :

, Question. Where do you address him ?

Answer. I always address my letters to him at Jamaica, New York.
Question. Was it in Judge Busteed's court that J. L. Perkins, foreman of the grand

jury, made the report which is found upon page 330 of the printed testimony relating
to tlie condition of affairs in the State of Alabama f

Answer. Yes, sir. It was a grand jury which I had been attending myself. The
report was made to him. I knew nothing about any sort of report that they were
going to make. I did not know that they liad drawn it up. The first I knew of it,

Judge Busteed called me to the bench when they had made it, and said, " You ought
to look at it." He said, " That will sustain you iu everything you said."

Question. Judge Busteed said that to you ?

Answer. When that report was made, the first I knew that such a thing was even
considered, or that there was a report of that character, was when they came in with
their bills, and I .vasdone and presented the report to Judge Busteed. He motioned me
up to the bench, and said to me, " That is a very important paper to us. It sustains
you in everything you have said." I understood that to be in reference to a contro-
versy I had had in some of the iiapers in relation to whether there was such a thing or
not.

Question. At what term of the court was that report made '?

Answer. It was at the May term, I think. I do not remember that it was in May,
but it was the May term.

Question. Of this iiresent year ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. As I desire to have that report incorporated in your testimony, I will ask
you to look at the report I now show you, and state whether that is the one printed
on page 330 of the testimony taken before this committee in relation to the State of

Alabama.
A}isivei\ I cannot saj' that that is an exact copy, not having the original now to com-

pare .them, but from my recollection it is the substance of it. I recollect it very well,

and I leckon this is a literal copy. I would~think so.

The report is as iollows :

" Ee2)ort of grand jurors of middle district of Alahama.

<' To the Hon. Richakd Busteed :

" The grand jurors of the nuddle district of Alabama beg leave to make their report.
" We regret to be compelled, from the evidence brougiit before us, to say we are forced

to the conclusion that in some parts of this district tliere have been frequent and out-

ra^'cous violations of law. Wirhout provocation, both white and colored persons have
been beaten, whipped, shot at, wounded, aud some killed, while in the ])eaceable pur-

suits ot the rights secured to them by the Constitution aud laws of the United States,

by persons in most instances disguised, aud whom it has not been possible, from the

evidence before us, to identify, t-xcept in tht; cases rejjorted by us. We deplore this

state of things, and wish thus [yublicly aud officially to express our disai)probatiou and
to denounce all who are engaged in them, and jiledge ourselves to put a stop to them,

so lar as iu our power, and call u[ion all good citizens throughout the State to aid the

authorities to bring these criminals to justice. We owe it to ourselves, our citizens,

and to the fair fame of our State to do this.

"We are happy, however, to state that we find nothing in the evidence before us to

implicate the great body of the people iu these outrages, or to show that there is any or-
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ganized Ijand of Ku-Klux (so called) tUroiiLjliont the district, but believe that the great
mass of the people are op{»osed to such au organization, ^Yhich exists only in certain

localities in the counties of Macon, Coosa, and Tallapoosa, and these confined to a few
persons.

" With these views, and believing that our services are no longer required in the
interest of the Government, we ask to be discharged.

"J. L. PERKINS,
" Foronan Grand Jury.

" We object to the report on account of its generalities, preferring to specify the par-
ticular occurrences.

" BENJ. F. NOBLE.
" WM. H. SMITH.

«
" Besolved, That the thanks of this grand jury are due, and hereby tendered to, the

Hon. Richard Busteed, for his oMe, dignified, and impartial charge to us, and for his
gentlemanly bearing toward us, while engaged in the discharge of our duties ; and
abo to the Hon. J. A. Minnis, district attorney, for his. ability and courtesy while
assisting and advising us as to the cases before us ; and alSo to the Hon. R. W. Healy,
United States marslial, and other officers, for their politeness and care for our com-
fort.

" J. L. PERKINS,
^^ Foreman Grand Jury."'\

By Mr. Bi.aik :

QuvM'ion. .Tiulge, in regard tl the claim of Judge Busteed to have afforded protection
to the United States court, do yon not think that was a little pleasant gasconade of his?

Answer. Well, I thought, when he put his hand on his breast and said, '* My boys."
that that w.is ; but in regard to his views of the protection afforded liy the court and
of tli(! necessity for that protection, I could not form such an opinion from tlie fact

that we were at that time, and had been discussing a reconuiiendation of his which he
said he wanted to make to Congress and which he wanted us to indorse, which, if I

recollect aright, gave pretty Jiiuch an entire concurrent jurisdiction with the State
courts in all cases of personal rights. Tliat was tlie substance really of what he drew
up as a i)lan of his own. As I niulerstood him, lie was opposed to calling in the mili-

taiy, and was in favor of very much strengthening the civil authorities of the United
States, and that, as I undei'stood from him, was what he would ask or what he would
use his inlluence to have Congress pass. It was very nuich the same idea that I had
heard from Alex. White in this State, and I think their views corresponded very much,
although his bill would have Ijecn a little stronger than I would have given. I had
signed a ri'commendation, and (ieneral Healey did, too, I think, iiulorsing his proposition.

(Jiicslion. Are not the judges of the State court (piite equal to Judge Busteed in legal
lore ?

Ansiver. Well, I do not think myself that we have any judges, in the State courts at

least, who are superior to Judge Busteed in point of discriminatiou and real ability.

I think very likely we have judges in the State courts that are, I may say, more
learned, or equal to him, at least, in learning.

Question. It docs not require any very great acumen in a judge to sit in criminal
cases ?

Answer. No, sir; it does not require any great learning.
Question. The laws are simple ?

Ansiver. The laws are simple and plain. It is more from an adaptation to that par-
tieidar thing than it is to any great legal learning, I think; and I think we have some
very good judges. I think Judge Mudd is one.

Qucstii))!. Now, when you have good judges all over the State, and in every county
of the State, armed with the same authority that Judge Busteed has or would have
under that law, with courts sitting oftener, <lo you think there is any sort of necessity
for giving a jurisdiction to the courts of the United States beyond a desire to draw to
the Ccneral Government itself additit)nal x)0wers ?

Answer. My opinion is that, so far as the enforcement of the fourteenth and fifteenth

amendments in the State of Alabanui is concerned, it was necessary that the United
States should have th(> jurisdiction to afford anything like adequate i>roti^ction, for this
r< ason : While I l)eli(^ve that in Alabama we have good judges, fully able and fully

willing, and having every disposition to enforce law, I do not believe that in many
localiti»\s, trying oll'enses right where they are committed, parties could be convicted

;

and while I think to some extent the same difficulty would exist by bringing it into
the United Slatt>s courts, yet yon would have a chance of getting more disinterested
jurors, not atbcted to the same extent with the prejudices that prevail against the
punishment of certain offenses.

Question. Then you would break down the old theory that has come to us from our
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English ancestors of having a trial by a jury of the vicinage, and drag ew.r\ man
accused across the State, compelling him to bring his witnesses and incur expenses,
and to be put on his defense for every petty charge you could trump up against him °!

Answei: I myself would not desire to do it for every petty offense. I thiuk that sys-
tem has its evils, but in my opinion, as I before stated, if these offenses are punished
at all in many localities, it will have to be done in tliat way ; as to vvhetiier i", is better
to let the offenses go unpunished, or to punish them under those disadvantages, is a
question that can bo considered ; but I still think that they will not be punished unless
they are punished in tliat way. I would not be willing to support a law that would
carry it to the extent that I thought Judge Busteed did. I do myself, though, approve
and indorse the acts of Congress to the extent that they have been jiassed. I do
believe that the punishment of that class of offenses is of sufficient importance to
justify at least that much inroad at present. I would not be willing to go any further,
and hope there will not be any necessity for it. I will say further, to show both mv
opinion and the feelings on that subject in one of the counties—I allude to Limestone
County, in North Alabama—when I was at Huntwville, tliey telegraphed me to come
there. There had been a good many outrages in that county. I found the county
solicitor, who was a very warm democrat, but bent upon prosecution. I found, as I
believe, the people in that county determined to put it down; democrats as active as
anybody else. Although even some democrats thought I had better take warrants for
the United States, I declined to do so, and reasoned with them that I believed that
inasmuch as there was a disposition to execute the laws, and, as I believed, in good
faith to put these things down, I thought they could do it if they would try, and it

would have a better influence to do it through the local authorities than to have it

done in the United States court. Therefore, for the time, at least, I declined to put on
foot any prosecution, and left with the county solicitor, who was a warm democrat, as
I stated, authority, if he thought best, to prosecute in the United States courts in my
name, after consulting with the best citizens there. He was authorized in my name
to do it, and I left it in their own hands.

Qttcfition. In jour reconuuendation, in conjunction with Judge Busteed, to extend the
range of your authority, do you not think there was something that is inherent iu the
constitution of officials to extend their power and authority?
Answer. I think there is something of that iu some ; iu others I have found that they

would even prefer not to have any more cast upon them than was necessary. Judge
Busteed is, in my opinion, a man who is tolerably fond of authority.

Question. In this case, so far as you are concerned, being district attorney, it would
add to your emoluments ?

Ansivei: I suppose it would.
Question. Therefore your own judgment in matters affecting the power of your ofiSce,

its importance, and the augmentation of its emoluments, is not altogether to be trusted
as impartial ?

Ansicer. 1 would say that, in signing that paper, I never thought about that question.
I do not think it entered into my mind. I did it because I thought myself that some
legislation was necessary. That was before this last bill was passed, I think. Upon
reliection, I thiuk it was at the November term. I will make that correction. It was
at the November term instead of the May term. The way I got into that difficulty is

this: the November term did not sit until January or F(-bruary; it ran on, and was
]iostponed until some time in the spring ; it was before I went on to Washington, and
I left there before this last bill passed.

Question. Then you were even in advance of Congress iu the desire to augment your
authority?

Answer. I was going on to make this statement, that I was and am in favor of the
bills as passed, as I have said. I signed that recommendation of Judge Busteed, be-
lieving that some legislation was necessary, and as that seemed to l)e his opinion, I was
willing to reeonimeud it, and did sign it without any alteration, although I would not
have gone myself to the extent he did.

Question. Mine was a general question, and was one I would like you to answer

—

whether you do not feel that officials iu your position, in making such reconiineudation
tending to the aiigmentation of their own power and dignity and emoluments, are to

be distrusted by a people who want to pnrserve their freedom '?

Answer. I will say that in my own recommendation I never thought about the effect

it would have on my office. As a generid rule, acting upon such recommendations
myself, 1 thiuk that I should make a reasonable allowance for anything of that sort.

As to how much weight it would have with me in view of that, would dejjend, perhaps,
something upon the man. Some nuni it would influence, perhaps, considerably; some
less ; others not at all.

•Question. It is true that some persons are exempt from these infirmities, and perhaps
you are, but, as a general thing, a people that want to preserve their lilierties should
guard against the augmentation of power in the hands of officials, and distrust them.
Is that not a true proposition ?
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Answer. I flo not think that men who are in power are any more to he distrusted than
men who want to get in power. I think the people shonUl well look to both, to guard
their rights. I believe verv much in the old adage, that " Eterual vigilance is the price

of liberty."

Question. That is a good democratic motto, but people who simply want to get into
power are not dangerous, for the reason that they have not yet got it, while those who
have the power and waut more, are most to be distrusted, are they not ?

Answer. Well, I do not know which to say is the most general rule; but men who
are out of power and very anxious to get in, ai'e equally as much to be distrusted a.s

men in power. Men who ai'e in power have already shown, to some extent, or for souk;

time, the manner in which they are going to exercise that power ; but men out of
power are very apt to promise a great deal, aud, I think, very often are moi"e to be dis-

trusted than those who are in power.
Question. It is probably a natural thing for those who are in power to hold that

position, but I cannot see, judge, and I would like you to explain to me, how those who
have no power can be dangerous to the liberties of the people.

Answer. As long as they are out of power, of course they are not dangerous, except as

to the doctrines they may teach or the ideas they may inculcate ; but their anxiety to

got into power may cause them to take positions ami entertain views which, if they
.succeed in getting into power, would even make them more dangerous than those who
are iu power.

,

Qiivstion. Especially if, after they get into power, they made such recommendatious
as ,-s'ou do '?

Answer. I do not think that the recommendaticm I made was particularly dangerous,
while, at the same tiuie, I do think that the better policy would not have gone to that
extent, nor did I exjiect Congress to pass any law that would go to that extent.

Question. I do not know to what extent they would go.
Answer. Whatever danger there might be in extending the jurisdiction of the United

States courts in deciding upon the rights of persons, there is not in that the danger to

pul)lic liberty that there is in a Ku-Klux Klan.
Qncsiion. Have not from a'l time those who plead for power and the increase of power

in their own hands, made the same excuse ?

A'lSiccr. Yes, sir, I think they have : and I think, on the otlnr hand, that in all time
tho.se who want to connnit depredations have found fault with the law.

Question. You never have heard, then, in your reading, ot i>ersons who fonn<l fault

with excessive authority, who were other than people who wanted to commit wrong?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Qncsiion. You have heard of such ?

Answer. I have heard of such things, and I have heard of such things as men wanting
to have even stronger authority than I have thought of, who, I believed, did not want
to deprive anybody of any lilxrty. I have hiard on both sides of men entertaining

very extreme opinions, both good aud Ijad num.
Question. I shall not pursue the topic further, as I find it impossible to convince aa

ofacial or make him distrust authority.

Answer. I think I am as distrustful of authority as a nuxn ought to be, and, at the

same time, I am fully impressed with the fJct that while we talk so nmch about
liberty, there is no liberty without law.

Question. There ought to be a good deal of liberty under the immense quantity of

laws the radicals have ]>assed.

Answer. That might be true, but in some portions of Alabama there is very little

liberty under the laws which the Ku-Klux have passed for us.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. You desire to make some statenient supplementary to your testimony here-

tofore given ?

Answer. Yes, sir. A question w'as put to me by Mr. Beck, calling my attention to a
point wliich I did not answer fully, and I have prepared a more extended aud careful

answer, which I now submit.

Mr. Br.Aiu. Read it, and let us .see what it is. [The witness reads the paper here-

inafter given.]

Mr. lij.Aiit. I make this objection to that paper: It is a w-ritten essay, and if this is

received, I shall have some essays written by the best men in this State, and have
tliem introduced and read before the conmiittee, for I know I can liad twenty gentle-

men in this State who can produce essays fully equal to that in any point of view.

That is not what Congress wants. It is not what we are S(.'ut here to get. We are

supposed to be able to discuss these questions ourselves just as well as this gt.-n-

thnnan, and if that paper is admitted, I shall most assuredly write to several gentle-

men w)i<nii 1 know, aud-have them called before ua to read essays.

Th.- Cn.\ii:M.\N. This case is ditfereut from the case you i)ut, in that Judge Minnis
was a witness before the couuuittee at lluutsville, and a (juestiou was there put to
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Iiim by Jiulge Beck, representinj:^ tho minority, \vhicli lie did not ans'-vor fully. Ho
desired to i;ivc a more extended one, :ind it seemed hut fiiirto allow ir. I did not know
what the character of Lis answer would be, and I thouglit it would be fair to allow
him to make a supplementary statement, iuasmncb as be stated that he had not made
a full answer.
Mr. Blair. I am not in favor of gr.atifyiuf; any gentleman who wants to occupy so

much space in this immense book, and I give you fair notice that I .shall ask to bo
heard through one or more written essays by smut; of the strong(;st men in tlie State.
These lucubrations are not what Congress "wants, and I think it is very iinreasonablo
to expect that we shall giTe this essay publication. It is very good, biit not equal to
ten thousand such things as you Senators get off there every week during the session
of Congress—you, on your side. It does not touch anything but abstract principles

;

it does not deal with anything else.

The Ch.virjiax. I woukl put tli<j admission of this answer on the ground that the
witness came forward and stated that he had not answered the ([uestion wliich Judge
Beck put at Huntsville as fully as he desired to do. Without knowing wliat answer
he would make, I recalled him^ His answer is certainly responsive to the questiou,
and if the questions are proper, the answers are proper.
Mr. Blair. The questions were never put in view of such an answer as that. It

was in reference to certain laws of this State, which the witness answers in a very
few words, and then goes oft' into a discussion of the reorganization of this State by
Congress. I do not think that his answer develops anj'facts. It is simply a long
essay on a subject which has been discussevl in Congress and all over the country for
four or five years, and I think he has thrown no new light upon it.

Mr. Buckley. So much of this answer as pertains to the law readmitting Alabama,
I think is unquestionably pertinent, inasmuch as there was a discussion between Judgo
Beck and Judge Minnis on that subject when the question was up, and when tho
answer, which the witness deems incomplete, was made. Aside from that, I am not
particular, myself, as to the incorporation of this answer.
The Chairman. 1 feel inclined to admit the answer, on the ground that the witness

desired to make a more full response, and I believe that we cannot well control the
right of the witness to make an explanation. If the witness is allowed to answer the
questiou at all, we cannot well limit the length of his answer, and I do not see that
we can refuse this as evidence.
The paper above referred to and read by the witness, John A. Minnis, is as follows:

In answer to the following question of Mr. Beck: " Had or not, growing out of the
reconstruction, and the constitution of Alabama, particularly tlie mode of its adoption,
a great deal of bitterness and feeling grown up among the people of the State?" I de-
sin.' to make this further and more deliberately considered answer:
In my opinion, at the close of the war it was generally in the South—and I shall

speak particularly of Alabama—expected that the negroes, as a result of the war, would
be set free, especially in view ofthe rejection of tlie Shcruian-Johnson treaty, and hence no
very serious opposition was made to the thirteenth amendment. But it was equally gene-
rally believed, expected, desired, and intended to hold the negroes, as a race, a subordi-

nate class of laborers, in a sort of peonage, without any of the rights, privileges, and
iumuiuities of citizens; and in this contlition it was believed by many, and I think
pretty generally, that they would be more valuable to the white people than they
were as slaves.

' Many believed, audi have no doubt honestly, that this would be best

for both white and bfack ; such opinion prevails even yet with some in Alabama. This,

as I think, was, as To the negro race, the animus of the Johnson restoration plan. The
fourteenth anaendment, without the third section, made the negroes citizens, etiectu-

nally changed this whole status of his situation, and, as I think, aroused all the preju-

dice's and hostility of the southern people, that could well be aroused; and I nev<!r

thought it would' have been ado])ted by the white people of Alabama \vithout the

third section. The third section, however, disqualifying a large class of white men,
and many of them the best men in the State, to hold oUiee, while at the time wlien it

was adopted in Alabama negroes were eligible to office, greatly intensiiied the bitter-

ness, and, iu my opinion, in the minds of some who otherwise might have been induced

to sustain the Government in its reconstruction policy, created such a prejudice that

they became iuditierent or oppi)sed to it. The reconstruction measures of Congress

were reg;)rded by the great body of the white jjcople of the South as usurpations, uu-

cuustitulioiial, and void, and all who sustained them were most bitterly denounced as

emnnies to the jjcople. These measures, coui'erring on the negroes the rights of citi-

zens, under these acts even the right to vote iu reconstructing the State, met all the

])rejudicc, bitter hostility, and denunciations that could well be entertained by any
people, and every prejudice and passion whs appealed to to bring them into

odium and contenijjt, and defeat, if possible, their operation. Wheu the convention

was called, and a State constitution tramcd and submitted to the people for

their ratilii'ation, nniU'r the reconstruction acts, it was determinc<l l)y the demo-

cratic party, constituting the great body of the whije people, not to vote,
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as the surest means of defeating it under section 5 of the supplementary act passed
23d March, 1867. In my opinion, they believed, from the result of the election for the
ratificati(ra of the constitution, that they had defeated it, and that afterward, when
Congress admitted the State of Alabama under this constitution, they regarded it as

a violation of the plighted faith of Congress ; and while hostility and opposition to the
principles of the newly constructed State were already as strong as human nature was
capable of entertaining, this greatly added fuel to the smothered fire of opposition,
and it broke out in volcanic flames of denunciation, that appealed to all the prejudices
of race, passions of hate, that it was possible to be entertained by a brave and chival-
rous people. The whole reconstruction policy was denounfted as a tyrannical usurpa-
tion, the government as a usurped negro government, and every officer as a mean,
tyrannical usurper—a Government that i)laced negroes over and made white men sub-
ject to negro rule. This led to a bitterness, to social and business ostracism and pro-
scription, to outrages of person, to whippings, lynchings, murders, and assassinations
of persons who favored the Government, and especially to negroes who set up to enjoy
the rights thus conferred, the one-half of Avhich, in my opinion, never has and
probably never will be told, a great deal of which was done by disguised bauds ; and
while, in my opinion, a comparatively few were actually engaged in these acts, such
were the hostility and hatred of the great mass that they felt but little disjiosition to

actively intervene to prevent similar <)utrages or to punish those who did comnjifT*'
The question of reconstruction and of the admission of Alabama under that constitu-
tion being political questions, the hostility to the Government being a political hostil-

ity, and that political hostility I)eing the prime cause of these outrages, in my opinion,
these outrages were committed for political causes, and mainly to puuish ])()litical of-

fenses and to produce political results. Having detailed, as I did and others have done,
outrages by disguised bands, the very question I am now answering presupposes the
" bitterncs.'i attdfccUnf) grown up amoiif/ the people of this State" led to these outrages. In
my opitiion, tliis vi< \v is the very best tliat can bo taken as an excuse to those who
actually peri)etrated these outrages; to those wlio encouraged or sympathized with it:

to those wlio excused it ; or to those who stood by and saw it going on, without aid-

ing in its suppression ; that is. honestly rcgartling all who favored the eiiual civil and
political rights of the negroes and the reconstructed government of Alabama as politi-

cal or public enemies, they were doing the |iublie service in destroying tlieir influence
or putting them out of the way Those who opposed the acts, still regarding them as
public enemies, did no* teel called on actively to interfere for their protection.

In answer to the following question of Mr. Beck :
" Is it not a fiict whil« Congress

did by its own act provide tliat unless a majority of the registered votes was cast on
the adoption or rejection of the constitution, it should be rejcseted, and yet while a ma-
jority did not vote. Congress did impose it on the peojde ?" I thought, when the (piestion

was asked, it was statetl too strong. Upon examination of tliese acts I am still of the
same opinion. I know that in ])Utting the proposition to the people, it is generally
stated tliat way, which in my o])inioii has to some extc^nt misled the people. The pro-
vision of section .'), already referred to, upon this point, is, that if, according to the re-

turns, the constitution shall be ratilied by a majority of the votes of the registered elect-

ors cast at said election, ' at lentt one-half of all the registered voters voting i(2>on the ques-

tion of siteh ratijieation" '"the jiresident of the convention shall transmit a copy of the
same, duly certilied, to the President of the United States," and then, " and if it shall

moreover appear to Congress that the election was one at which all the registered and
«|ualilied electors in the State had an opportunity to vote freely, and without restraint,

fear, or the inlluenee of fraud, and if Congress shall be satisiied that such constitution
meets the approval of a majority of all the qualitied electors of the State, and if the
constitution shall l)e declared by Congress to i»e in conformity with the provisions of
the act to which this is supplementary," &c., Senators and Kepresentatives shall be ad-
mitted, «S:c. There is no allirmativo declaration that it shall not be, and while I admit
the rule of construction that the " expression of one thing is the suppression of an-
other," still, most clearly, the only faith of Congress plediged to the })eople of Alaba-
ma was that if ihey aihipted a constitution in the manner and form and in compliauw
with said act, she should be admitted to re(>resentation in Congress, and, of course, to

nil tin- rights and privileges of any other State in the Union. Without referring to the
fact,s, and the dispute as to whether in truth and fact the constitution was ratilied by
a majority of votes, and that a majority of the legal registered electors ilid vote, as is

<-.ontended by some, take it for granted they did not, then Congress, without violat-

ing plighted faith to Alabama, might have refused her representation in Congress and
rejecteii her constitution ; and then Alabama would have stood just where sIk? would
if no convention hail been called. Upon the right and power of Congress to reconstruct,

Alabama, having refused the terms tendered her by Congress, would stand a.s though
none had been ollered. Now, if Congress had the right to reconstruct : suppose the re-

construction acts hail never been parsed, and a conviutinn had been called, ii constitu-

tion had been made just as the Alabama constitution was: .suppose that it had not
beeu submitted at all to the vote of the people, and Congress had accepted iiud
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recognized it as the constitution of Alabama, and constituting the government of

AlalTama; now, if Congress liad the right to reconstruct at all, can any man say this

would not have been the de facto and rfc./Hre government of Alabama / In my opinion

thfc.y could not. Then, in my opinion, Congress had the power to accept Alabama

uu^er that constitution. Was it good policy in Congress to do it? The great

bocV of the white people, constituting the democratic party, had showed by their action

they were unwilling to any State government that would be in harmony with the

Nati»nal Goverumeiit in its principles and policy. Congress owed it to those in

Alab&ma who were in favor of and loyal to the National Government, its principles

andp»licy, to give them a civil government ; Congress was by its lidelity to the na-

tion b»nnd to give Alabama a civil government founded upon the principles of our Gov-

ernmert, tliis constitution conforming to these principles ;
in my opinion Congress,

under dl the circumstances, in admitting or reconstruct ing Alabama with her present

constitution, pursued the very best policy that could possiljly have been pursued

;

that it vas best for the nation at large, and the very best tliat coiild have been done

for the people of the State. And while I admit by the non-voting policy ol the dem-

ocrats of the State, and by their denunciation of every man who would dare to hold

office uu(X'r this reconstructed State government, many incompetent and bad men got

int^ office; still, in niv opinion, the great obstacle to the complete success of recon-

struction ji Alabama has been the bitterness, hates, proscriptions, and outrages I have

already sp»ken of, and that, in spite of all this opposition, recoufttruction has suc-

ceeded in Alabama ; that the State government has succeeded beyond all reasonable

expectatiou According to democratic testimony, that persons and property arc as well

protected ill ilabuma as in any Stale hi the Thjoh, reconstruction in Alabama has been

a complete aiccess. I am sorry to be compelled to differ to some extent in this, but I

am glad to b> able to sav, in my opinion, in spite of the hatreds and hostilities, and

even most dciermined opposition, even to personal violence.it has, in my opinion, been

a very great aiccess, and that, with these ceasing, it will be a complete success. In

jiiy opinion, it most portions of the State there has been a very great improvement—

the bitterness^ do not think so great. It is hard to keep men of good impulses alw.ays

mad. No man can deny that there are good, intelligent, and honest men in borh

parties; such Ut-n, living in the same communities, having business, official and pri-

vate transactioitj, eugagiiig in the same enterprises, public and private, will naturally

in time heal up tie animosities of political hate and strife. In the presidential election

in I88d, the demtaatic partv of Alabama was somewhat, as I think, sanguine ot sn?>-

cess, and the opiijon seemed pretty generally to prevail that, it successful, the whole

reconstruction pOicy of Congress would be set aside as null and void ;
this, in my

opinion, had the effect, if not to create hate, to make them more disposed to

o-ratifv and indul^ it. The election of President Grant, a-.id especially his car-

?Yino- Alabama, I t,iuk had quite a contrary effect, and for some time they seemed

very°quiet. In tht elections in the fall of 1870, and preceding the elections, while

in some portions ofUie State it was peaceable, in others it seemed to me worse than

ever; in the generalconducting of the canvass there was a great deal of bitterness.

The act of Congress h enforce the fifteenth amendment, and the last to euiorce the iour-

teenth amendment, w h the prosecutions under them, especially the late convictions la

North Carolina, and t« developments in some other States, have had, in my opiinon,

a most salntorv effecl; these disguised bands begin to h'arn they are not entirely

safe- that tliey'can aii will be brought to punishment; I know in Alabama, in some

localities such. is certiHilv the case, and the results in the late State elections, in my
opinion, have had a trmendi.us influence, showing most clearly that the priuciplos

and policv of the Gove»ment will be sustained by the people ot the nation. It was

hoped bv the democratsin the South that the President and Congress would not be

sustained by the people;^ think it is now pretty generally Ijelieved that the electums

in these States show prett. clearlv that the people of the nation are det.n-nn ned to sus-

tain the congressional plicy of reconstruction, with the tourteenth and hlteenth

aniendments as a part ofthat policy. The fourteenth amendment makes negroes

citizens and bv its ver\terms creates in all a direct citizenship ot the United

States and, in niv opinion,nakes the allegiance of every citizcm, white or colored,

narani'ount to anV State ciVA-nship, and hence in future exjilodes whatever was

in the secession" idea, that\ho onlv citizenship of the United Spates was derived

throu"-h the State, and henj a man loyal to his State could not commit treason

.-•aiust the United States, lie fifteenth amendment conferring the right ot .suffrage

uTxm the ne-roes, and the ilfs of Congress of 1871, to enforce these amendments,

L'iviu"- iurisdrction to the Unit\l States courts, in case of their violation ;
the ludica-

tionsm the State election that>,!iis policy is approved, that the President has l>eeQ

. indorsed by the people, and wiilikely be re-elected in lri7:<!, has had a most salutary

effect In mv opinion, the " nev.leparture " in the dem.)cratic party is having a good

effect" Democrats are not so saWiine of setting aside what they rtsed to eonhdently

denounce as usurpations : and wL-. in my opinion, as already stated, that ihiu hatred

and bad feeling originated in poliWl cau-ses, and was actuated by a political auiOJUB,
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still, I believe in most regions it is daily growing less political and more i)ersonal ; and,
in ray opinion, in abont the same ratio, whatever of good intention was ever in it, is

leaving it, and in about the same ratio good men are more openly coming out opposing
and denouncing it. I have lately met prominent and decided democrats, who have
gone so far as to say, while they at one time denounced the Ku-Klux acts of Cougi'ess

and thQ Slate legislature, they now believe they are good, laws, and the only iaws
that could meet tlie present exigency ; that they are for putting down all disgiised
bauds, by the civil law of the State; by the civil law of the United States; and tiat if

there is not power enough in these, they are themselves in favor of martial law. Tho
clearly shown d(!termined policy of the President, to put down these bauds, and to
protect the people from the highest to the most humble, and the clearly eSiiressed

determination of the people of the nation to sustain him, have, in my opinioi, had a
most benelicial effect. It gives encouragement to all good men in the Sta;e to aid
to put them down, destroys all hope in any for success from such a quarter it is a
terror to the bauds themselves, as they see, if they continue, sooner or later they are
sure to be caught and punished. As I have before stated, I do most sincere'y believe
au early removal of all political disabilities would have a good eiiect upon the gi-ow-

ing disposition to i^nt down and cease all disturbances. I would stop her«, but that
some might think there is some inconsistency in my opinion as to the liatrttls, hostili-

ties, and outrages, and my opinion as to the removal of disabilities. In iiy opinion,
the whole reconstruction of C'cmgress, including the fourteenth and fifteeath ameud-
nients, and the acts that have been passed under them and for their enf<rcement, is

right in principle, and the best policy that could have been adopted; aid, with tho
e:ccei)tion of this disability clause, shoulil remain, which I believe wasuiade for the
best purposes and from the purest motives, the safety and security of theGovernment,
(was probabl.v rigiit at the tinu'.) The southern jjeoplc generally regarc'it as created
to punish and hnniiliate, and, in ujy opinion, is now only irritating witlout doing any
good. I am of opinion that no people (jn tl'.e fai-e of the earth that eve attemiittnl by
revolution and force of arms to break up, disintegrate, and destroy th-ir Government
and failed, in the whole world's history, was ever so generously treate<, was so gener-
ally, and with so little i)unishment, and so soon, restored to all the rights, privileges,

and iiniunuities of tlie Government, as has been the people of the sc'cding States by
the National Government. It is my opinion that no race or class jf people, in tho
whole history of the world, kept in the condition as were the slaves >f the South, that
e^er showed the same fidelity to tlio.se who enshived them as did he negroes of tho
South dnriug the war ; and that being su<ldenly, in tiieir uneducaed state, set free,

and conferred upon tiiom all tlie rights, privileges, and imnuinitis of citizens, that
have conducted themselves orderly, law-abiding, and worthy of tho >rivileges conferred,
beyond all the parallel in thii^ history of thi> world. Whihi in m' opinion the treat-

ment of the seceded States by the Xation;il Government has bee libi^ral beyond any
former precedent, and at the sauK; time there has been in these Sates much political

hatred and animosity that led to the outrages of which I havespokeu, in my opin-
ion, taking the situation of the Soutii, her institutions, habits other peoi)le, her civili-

zation, the fixed opinions of her people, honestly entertained upn the snhjeet of slav-

ery, and for which they are not alone to blame. Slavery was a troduced i)rincii»ally,

if not altogether, among them l)y the civilization of EuropeanJiitions and tho North-
ern States, and whatever may have been the criticisms upon ue opinion of the court
delivered by Chief Justice Taney in the Dred Scot case, still itis a fact, i)roven by the
l>ractic--s of those nations, that, at the time slavery wasintroduod, the civilized nations
regarded the negroes as having no rights that whitj uioa weF bound to respect. The
institution had,Vrom climate, soil, production, and the habit-of the people, interwoven
ii.self into our indu.stries, and into our very civilization. T^ rigors and hardships of
shivery, as a general rul , by the humanity of Southern lasters. had been greatly
ameliorated. In tho present century, the civilization ofthe world arrayed it.self

ag.iinst slavery. Much had been said and written iii)on t!'- subject jn-o and coit. The
P'oplo of the South, for years before the war, in my opiniu, pretty generally believed
i 1 its moral and legal right, aud in its beneficial polici and that it was secured bj'

the Constitution of the country—this last, I l);;lieve, adnvted by all. When abolition
wai advocated in the free States, its advocates met no ivor ; indeed, abolition was iis

much a term of reproach in the free as in the slave Stafs- If slavery was wrong, (aa

1 l)elievo it was; in my opinion it was against nafiinih'i.'jli!—I had been educated to

think differently,) it was a wrong for which not only 1
1" South, but the North, with tho

civilized world, was accountable ; and if the South, were it was valuable, and inter-

woven into all its civilization and the hal)its of the peohN stuck to it, when iu the North
andother countries, where it was nnproliraUle, incousfent with their habits and civili-

atmn, were opposed to it, in my opinion, slie did just'iJiit th -y would have done under .

.similar cireum stances, entertaining similar opinions. The rights of the States and the
power of the Federal Government had, from the ori-niziition ofthe Government, ques-
tions of dispute ; thesoutiiern view that all ciliicens'P was through the State, and hence
ihe paramount aiiegiance of the citizen was due t ^^^ State, aud as a State could not
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commit treason, therefore, uo man p;oin<; with his State, even to taking up amis against
t!'.;' Fedi r;il Government, couhl be guilty of treason, (and which, iu my opinion, made
absolutely necessary something like ihe fourteenth amendment,) and other ideas and
views, that led almost inevitably to the doctrine of the right of secession, were pecu-
liar, not to the South alone, hut at some periods of our history, in my ojjinion, been tlie

]iredominant idea of the nation, though never before tested iu that form. I believe
that my great error, and those who favored that idea, was this: in construing the
Constitution, we lost sight of one great, universal principle— older, and I might say
siijx'rior to all constitutions and laws—that is, the great right of seli-preservation and
sell-i)rote(tion, which, iu my opinion, api)lies with equal I'orce to governments as to

persons, and it was, I think, the idea of tlie eminent authors of the Federalist, when it

was stated, in discussing the Coustitutiou, no government could be presumed to intend
or embody in itself its own destruction. The abolitionists of the North, while couiiued.

to philosophers and a few ])reachers, were not regarded iu the South of much import-
ance, but when a great political party was organized upon hostility to slavery, and
when that party succeeded in getting into jiower, the great majority of the South be-
lieved it doomed slavery, in the Union, to destruction. Some intelligent men thought
diflerently, and stuck to the Union until the Avar commenced. Those men, as a gen-
eral rule, in my opinion, since the war, and slavery has been abolished, have been the
3iiost bitter in their opposition. In my opinion, the success of thfM'eiiublieaus was the
uitiniate destruction of slavery in th(! Union. But for the war,its al)olitiou would have
been jnore gradual, and taken some tinu'. Kevolutions never go backward until their

ends are aecomi)lished. The accomplishing of tlie abolition of slavery would have
eonie sooner lU' later In my opiuion, if such had been fully felt and believed in the
S-.Hith, tb(;re would have been very little Uniou sentiment there. Looking at it as the
southern people did, educated as they were, believing as they honestly did, and en-
couraged as 1 know they were by many leading democrats North, iu my opinion, it was
natural that they should attempt to withdraw, and set up a government for them-
selves, where they could protect this institution. I believe any other high-toned,
chivalrous, and brave people, under similar circumstances, entertaining similar opin-
ions, would have done the same thing. In my opinion it was most fortunate for the
peo}de of the South that they were not successful ; had they have been, iu mj- opinion,

we would, ere this, have been S])lit into ditlerent governments, and revolution after

. jeA'olution. to have ended iu monarchy. AVhen the war was over, the Southern people
]i;id no idea, while they expected slavery to be abolished, that their slaves were to be
ir-'tdi! their political eqiuils; and when this was done, and a constitution, as th{?y "con-

sidered, forced upon them, that they considered they had defeated. My opinion that
tlii" great mass felt, as I believe any other good, brave, and chivalrous people feeling

and believing as tliey did would have felt ; believing, as .1 do, that this bitterness and
hostility was for political causes; that the great mass of t];e people are as good as

any other people; I am of opinion tliat when once they see that the peo])le of the
nation are determined to sustain the reconstruction policy of Congress and President
Grant; that the present status is to be the fixed status of the Government ; when they
abandon the idea, which, iu my opinion, had its origin more in pa.ssion than. reason,

of overthrowing or disregarding as null and void tlie reconstruction fourteenth and
titteeuth amenclments, and the congressional legislation under them, they will accept
the situation—reason assume its throne. They will see, as some of them ar<i begin-
ning to see, the necessity of putting down all disguised bauds, and that tlu; lime will

soon come when the name of a disguised Ku-Kiux will he more odious than ever was
the name of "carpet-bagger" or "scalawag," and that under the Constitution as it is,

with its amendments—a perpetual, indissohible Union, a. National Government, with,

the powers of a government to protect itself and its most humble citizens—we will, iu

my opiuion, enjoy a peace and security and grow to a prosperity and greatness we
have scarcely ever dreamed of in our wildest visions. This is founded on my tixed

opinion that these outrages grow out of political causes, political passions, and hates,

and that when these hates and passions suliside, whatever is personal and done bj' bad
men, all good men, uniting in good and serious earnestness, will soon be able to put
it down. If I was of opinion, or could be made to believe, all the outrages that are

known to have been committed was from mere personal hate, malice, and pure wicked-
ness (if heart, and that whole communities, standing by, either sympathizing or looking
on indilVeieiilly, ami iu many instances intiaming the minds of the peoide against vie-

tiiiis, instead of seeking to punish the perpetrators; iu that view I should uot and could
not iiitertaiu the opinion or hoi)e of good from such a peo])le actuated l)y sucli pass" -ns.

1 would as soon exi)ect the ''kopard to change his spots, or the Ethiopeau his skin'' as

to see such a community amend its ways.

2b ihe committee

:

The al.)ove well and delil)orately considered opinions I have written down under the
solemnities of my oath, and, through Mr. Buckley,. ^jreseut them to your consideration

and for your dispusai.

J. A. MINNIS.
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HuNTsviLLE, Alabama, Octoher 6, 1871.

GEORGE TAYLOR (colored) sworn auci examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live now ?

Ansiver. I stay about three miles from here now, down on the pike, at Greenbhry
Smith's place, a colored man.

Question. Are you single or married ?

Answer. I am a married man.
Question. Wliere did you live before you came here ?

Answer. Since the surrender?
Qucsiion. Were you ia the Union Army during the war?
Answer. No, sir, I never was in the Army. I refugeed from Stevenson, and went

from there to Talladega, and I staid there until after the war. Then I came back
from tliere up here to Stevenson.

Question. Where you had lived before ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How long did you stay at Stevenson ?

Answer. About two years.

Question. What time did you leave there, with reference to the electiou of General
Grant ?

Answer. It was before that.

Question. How long before ?

Answer. I think it has been a1)out two years ago.
Question. It was three years this fall since General Grant was elected.

Answer. I knew when the election was running, and, according to my recollection,

I was down iu Cherokee, in Colbert County. I moved from Huntsville down there. I
had staid here before that. Then I staid there until the election was over.

Question. What is your age?
Atitswer. I am about twenty-seven or twenty-eight, I reckon.
Question. Were you a slave before the war ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you ever seen the Ku-Klux ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir; I have seen them.
Question. Whisrc did you see them ?

Answer. I was then in Cherokee, Colbert County.
Question. Was that before or after General Grant's election ?

Answer. That was after.

Question. How numy did^you see togetlier ?

Anstvcr. When I saw them—when they interfered with me—there were twelve men
Quention. Were thcj' on toot or on horseback ?

Ansuur. ()r\ foot.

Question. Had they disguises on ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Tell how they were disguised ?

Answer. I will tell j'ou. I sat up until about 2 o'clock in the night, and laid down,
and tliey came to my door about 'd o'clock, I reckon. They rapped at my door. I was
asleey* and thought I heard some ])erson. In opening the door they made a noise that
awakened nir, and they were right at the bed when I waked up. They being there iu
that way, and I not knowing who they were, 1 was excited, and I drew back and struck
oue, and they got around the bed, (my wife was also in it,) and they gathered me and
took me out of doors. They rapped and struck me with a pistol a time or two on the
head, and the blood commenced running down. They took me about thirty or fifty

yards right opposite the house. The first move was to lay me down on the Lack, but
they could not iuild me that way and wliij) me, and they laid me down oil the facfi, and
sat on my head and on my anus and on my feet, and tliey whi[)i)e(l um'. I think th;y
all whipped ; they took it around and around. Alter they got thiougli wliip|)ing me,
they took some sliarj) instrument an^l stuck it into me all about over me. I could not
move. They did not allow me to even groan. I held my breath to save myself a i'ew

minutes. They said they believed I was dead, and toc)k me up aiid shook me and
rubbed the hand over my face. After they did that, they i)as8ed a law ; twelve of
them got around me; they put pistols all around my head, and told me I would have
to leave that iilace by Sunday night, but another, the captain, said, *• No. give him
until Tuesday," and that if I did not leave by Tuesday night I would go ni). Sol
left thei-e, and all I had I lost principally. I was uuiking a crop there, livijig with
a gentleman named George Duncan, lie was asleep when they came, he said, and did
not know anything about It. My wife went down to see him and he came uii, and by
that time they W('re gone. I left there and came up here to Huntsville, and staid hero
fonr or live weeks, and then went off across that mountain, (south wartl,) across Flint
Kiver, aud attended meeting there ; and then I moved back hero two or three weeks
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before Christmas. Then I staid out. at Mr. Tom Macaulay's, aud made a crop there

last veav. Then I moved down on tlie pike to Greeabury Smith's place.

Question. Have you been back to v.'iiere you were whipped ? .

Jnsircr. I never' have been back there.

Oues/io);. Did you have any property? ^ -. ax. \.i.

Answer I had a bargain for two horses and had commenced paying for it, and bought

uiv meat and sugar and coffee, and had several things in my house winch amounted

to' a liean But they took me off in an excitement, and I did not hardly have my mmd
for two or three weeks, they beat me so— beating me about the head so that I hardly

knew anything.
OuesiioH. Did you wait until Sunday night?

„ , -, .,, i xt.

Answer I staid until Tuesday evening. That was done Saturday night, and they

save me from Saturday night until Monday night to stay, and I had to leave Tuesday

I left then I left my wii'e there, and she came up here afterward. Ihen a party ot

them run a garnishee or an attachment on what I had down there, and made me. pay

$12 or $13 on it, and my losses, according to my judgment, were over $500—what I had

before me and all that I lost by leaving.

Oiies/ion. Did you have a crop in the ground ungathered?

inswer. I had made arrangements with this gentleman. I had two mules and sixty

acres of hind, and my provisions to last all the year, and never got it. I had bargained

with him for a horse which was my horse.

Question. How much had you paid on the horse ?

Answer. I do not know how much. I was going to work it out.

OMCs/toH. Had you worked some on it

?

.. •
i

Answer. I had commenced cutting wood, and so on
;
you know how it is when a

colored man buys anything.

Qvestion. Had you paid for your groceries or provisions ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
i

• a o

Ouestion Did you see any appearance of horses about where you were whipped ?

Answer. No, sir ; these nieu did not have any horses ; if they had, they were back m
the woods ; but I didn't see any.

Question. Were you and your wife in the cabin by yourselves?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. How far was it to your nearest neighbor ?

Answer. About as far as to that house across the street there.

Question. Did you know any of those men ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Neither by their sizes, nor voices, nor general appearance ?

Answer. I could not sav that I knew any of them. I might have known them, but

they took me in an excitement, and in the night and disguised ;
that would disturb a

man's mind so he could not tell.

Question. You say you set up late that night ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you expecting the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I went'over to the place—to town.

Question. What place ?
.

Ansiver. Cherokee, and went into a gentleman's store. His name is Dean. They

were talking secrets. Two other white gentlemen w^ere there, and ho stepped back

where I was, and says, " How dare you stand here and listen to white gentlemen talk
;

you black iffipu<lent son of a bitch, walk out of ray house or I'll blow your brains out

in a minute." That was Saturday night. I cannot say it was him or them that

came to my house.
Question^ What reason did they give for Avhipping you at the time ?

Answer. Thev didn't <'-ive any reason at all at the time. I asked them
;
some came

to me, and I sfticl, " What did you a1)use me for ?" They said, " It's none of your busi-

ness." But before the presidentinl election came on, I was preaching down m that set-

tlement, and the land-holders with black ones on their land there told the black ones

not to keep my companv, for they thought I was a northern spy in there preaohiug

Union ; and if I didn't vote for them,jthey intended to put me up, and they didn C think

I was raised in the southern part any how. They asked me if I was. I told them that

I was—that I was never in the northern part in my life, I voted a southern ticket at

that time when the election came oft' to save my life,

O((fs/(0«. A democratic ticket?
, ^ x, i , ,.

Answer. Yes, sir ; the democratic ticket. I voted for them. I thought they wonldn t

interfere with me. They didn't interfere with me ; but it seemed atter I voted witli

them they were not satisfied.

Question. You were a preacher, you say ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Of what church ?

Ansicer. I belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
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QHe8iion. The Methodist Episcopal Church North, or South ?

Ansiver. The Methodist Episcopal Church, North. Parsuu Lakin, perhaps you know
hiui, is the main elder of the church here iu Huntsville.

Qiiesiioii. Was that church organized under his direction?
Ansuwr. Yes, sir.

Question. And you were a preacher in it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Quitstion. You say these white men told the negroes not to go and hear you preach,
as you were a northern spy ?

Answer. Yes, sir. They did this thing against me, and I didn't know it until the col-
ored people told uie about it, and they advised me to leave that country ; but I had
married there aud behaved uvyself, and never knew anything about politics any more
than I heard men say ; but never took up time with politics.

Question. Did j"ou ever preach politics in the pulpit ?

Answer. No, sir; never.

Question. You have kept your political sentiments to yourself?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had you given any offense, so far as you knew, to the white people?
Answer. No, sir ; I behaved myself and never gave any offense at all. They seemed

to think much of me.
Question. Were you industrious during week days ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I worked and labored hard. These facts can he proven now.
Question. Were you married and living with j-our wife at the time?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Describe as well as you can the false faces and clothes that these Ku-KInx
had on.

Answer. They had on something like an old-fashioned hunting-shirt, as they have
them in this southern part. They had a belt around them, and were buttoned plumb
up here, aud had a black gown that canu! all around : some had black gowns and some
other colors. They were of different colors.

Question. What did they have over their heads ?

Ansteer. It seemed to me like a cloth ; it Iiad marks made over it for eye-brows, aud
holes cut for eyes, aud a place for the nose, and they were tied aroimd the neck aud
hack of the head below, iu some way, and under the chin. That is the way they were
fixed.

Question. Had they horns ?

A)isu-er. Some of them liad something like horns. They were not all disguised alike.

One had on one kind of thing, and another had another thing. Some had on something
that stuck away out in front like a sheep's head, and some stuck away up high.

Question. Where did they say they came from ?

Answer. They said they were just out of the ujoon. They had some kind of whistle
blowing.

Question. Did they make any threats or require you to leave the country ?

Ansirer. Yes, sir; wiieu they whipjx'd nie tliey told me I had to leave tlie country,
aud if I didn't tliey would put nu' up. The geutltmau I was living with, Mr. George
Duncan, as tine a man as I ever lived with iu my life, wanted me to stay there. Next
morning I went down and showed him. I was bloody from my head down to my waist,

as bloody as if I was in a slaughter-house.

Question. Did they require you to strip ?

Answer. No sir, I had gone to bed and had my clothes off; only my drawers aud shirt

on.

Question. How many lashes did they strike you ?

Answer. I can't say, except from the time they took; I reckon it was three hundred
or four liundred lashi s. It was verv severe. I could not sit or lie down for a hmg time.

It cut into my backbone so deep that it is still affected. My back was sore for two
or three nu)nths.

By Mr. BiXK :

Question. How long had you lived with this man George Duncan ?

Answer. I staid there I reckon about a jear, not quite a year. I married the same
year 1 moved there. I niarrieil and went up there along iu March, I think, and at-

tended garden lor liim.

Question. This whipping took place the winter afterward ?

Answer. It took place directly after Cliristmas, a week or two weeks after Christmas.
Question. Tiie time of the whipping was about two weeks after Christmas?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. There was no crop in flic gnnind then ?

AnsHHr. No, sir; only we were mailing preparations. I had two mules that were to
tend sixty acres, and he v.as to give ine half of what I made, he to furuish the place
and everything, and the stock, aud to feed the stock. 1 gave him half.
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Question. Your loss was what you tbiuk you could have made if you bad been per-

mitted to carry out your contract f

Jiifjwcr. Yesi sir. I worked uigbt and day, and bad two or three hundred cords of

•wood cut that I got a dollar a cord for ; I bad men hired to cut the timber laps already
down ; I was niakiug two or three dollars a day.

Qui'niUm. Can you read or write ?

Anfiiicr. I can read a little, but uot writing, sir.

(Jutntion. When did you turn preacher, aud how did you manage to get along with
preaching ?

Answer. A man can read enough to understand the Scriptures and jireacb, but when
it comes to writing, it is a diHereut thing.

Question. Could you read a book like that ? [showing the witness the volume ofimnted
Alabama testimony taken bj^ the committee.]

Answer. I do not suppose I could. It depends on what a man studies. If a man
studies the Scriptures, it comes more natural and easy to him to read it ; but you know
more about that than I do, for you are a scholar.

Question. I only wanted to know whether you could read and write, and the extent
of your abilities in that way, you being a preacher.

Answer. I can read a little, but not to read such books.
Question. How long have you been preaching?
Answer. Ever since I was young. I professed religion when I was twelve or thirteen

years old, and went to preaching while I was young.
Que.stion. While you were still a slave?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. You have been preaching ever since ?

Ansxcer. Yes, sir, trying to do so, and to do what was right.

Question. Have you had a particular congregation ?

Answer. No, sir. I did uot have none of my own; are you speaking of slavery times?
Question. No, when you were whipped '!

Answer. No, I was under preachers in charge, and was sent to preach here and there.

They sent me, according to th.e system of our cTiurch, to this place and that, to Tuscurn-
bia, and across Teimessee Eiver. Now I am a local preacher, a minister of the gospel;

but I was not at that time.
Question. You were just preaching about wherever they sent yon ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Like a man was on a circuit ; I was acting in the circuit preacher's

place. The cliurch was uot organized then as it is now, because the country was torn

up so.

Question. You have not been disturbed since you came up here ?

Ansicer. No, sir, no person has interfere<l with me siuce I have been here.

Question. That was the January after the President was elected I

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. January, 1869 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chairmax :

Question. Was there nmch opposition there among the white people to the organiza-
tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church, North ?

Answer. Yes, sir, a good deal ; and I expect until now there is, because Parson Lakin,
who is the elder of our church, preached down at Tuscumbia. That was the head
church there. The old Southern Methodist Church, or white people that used to own
the people in slavery, would not have anything to do with the Methodist Episcopal
Church. They didn't recognize it, and didn't want any black people to joiuit; be-

cause, they said, that was the church that was started for a Union society to elect Mr.
Grant.

Question. That that was a society organized for political purposes to elect General
Grant ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever hear such doctrine advanced in the church ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How did those whites down there like Mr. Lakin ?

Answer, They didn't like him. I was talking to him ; I saw him down there at the
same time, and I reported to him, as I was tolling you here, how I was treated down
there for preaching, and he then sent lue to Mr. Wager, the captain.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. You made an affidavit containing the whole of the facts ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I weut to him, and he directed me to come to Captain Bone here,

aud he told me be would carry the application on to Washington City himself.

Q:!eslion. Is that it? [Indicating the atlidavit as printed in the appendix to the tes-

timony of Kev, A, S. Lakin, page 148,]
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Answer. To come to the truth of the business I am not schohar enough to read all

kinds of books; I could not read a boolv like that. I cau read the Bible. I don't want

to come before wise men and make a fool of myself.

Bj- the Chairman :

Question. Do you desire to have your afQdavit that you then made incorxjorated with

your evidence here ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who drew that affidavit for you to sign and swear to ?

Answer. This gentleman I spoke to, Mr. Wager, Parson Lakin directed me there,

and Mr. Wager directed me to Captain Bone here.

[The affidavit above refered to is as follows :]

State of Alabama, Madison County, ss :

On this 29th day of May, A. D. 1871, personally appeared before me, James H. Bone,

clerk of the circuit court in and for the county aud State aforesaid, George Taylor,

resident of Madison County, late of Colbert County, State of Alabama, who, being duly

sworn, deposes aud says that iu January, 1869, he was living with Mr. George Duncan,

near Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama, where he had lived ten years before; about

tlie middle of the njonth, about 2 o'clock at night, he was aroused from sleep by some
persons breaking down the door of his house ; after the door was broken down some
six men, dressed in disguise, their heads covered with a white cloth sack, and their

bodies with black gowns; these men came to my bed where I was, aud took me up and
carried me out of the house from my wife ; they took me about fifry or sixty yards, and
laid me down on my. back, but I fought them so they turned me on my face and
stretched my arms aud legs out, a man holding each. When I came out of the house

I saw some more of these men. I counted twelve in all. While in this position these

men whipped me, first one and then another, relieving each other. They hit me about

five hun(h-cd times. They also struck me on the head with a pistol two or three times.

They told me not to move or grunt or halloo ; and I held my breath, and did not move
when they hit me.' Wlien they shook me and I did not move, they stuck me with some
sharp instrument in back, legs, and rumi> ; all over the.se parts they stuck their knives.

Then they raised me up, and one said, " He is dead." He then rubbed his hands over my
face. I could not hold my breath any longer. And then they all pointed their pistols

at my head, and said, "You must leave this county by Monday night." One of them said

he could not get away ; he canuot get ready by Monday night. Then they said they

would give me until Tuesday. This occurred on a Saturday night, and if I was found

there after that I would go tip. On Tuesday night I left, leaving everything, and lost

my labor.
his

GEORGE -f- TAYLOR,
mark.

Witness

:

John H. Wager.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of May, 1871 : and I hereby certify

that the foregoing aftidavit was carefully read over by me to tlie affiant before he

eieued and made oath to the same.^ JAMES H. BONE, ClcrJc.

HuNTSviLLE, Alab^vma, Octohcr 7, 1871.

WILLIAM HENDERSON (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. How old are you ?

Answer. I don't know, sir.

Question, Whei'e are you living now ?

Ansrcer. I am living here in town, out at Mr. Davis's grove.

Question. Wliere did you live last August ?

Anstver. At Mr. Calvin Goodloe's.

Question. What county was that in?
Answer. Colbert.
Question. Were you working upon Mr. Goodloe's place f

Ansivcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you married ?•

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Living with your wife?
Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. AYere you visited at that time by any Ku-Klux?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Go on and tell the committee all the particulars.
Ansiver. Mr. Goodloe and me sat up that night, on the 15th of August, until about 11

o'clock at night, talking about one thing and another. Ho is the man I was working
for

;
I went home and laid down. I shut my door and latched ir ou the inside. There

was a gimlet-hole bored through, and a striug came outside tliat was f;istened to the
latch. My wife was not at home. She was a mile and a half otf. My wife's bio-"-est
boy was with me, ''"

By Mr. BCckley :

Question. What is his name ?

f Answer. Mack Henderson. It was about 12 oclock when I went to sleep that nio-ht.
When I woke up, there were four men standing, two in the door, and one on each side*
of me. They hallooed, " Strike a light, strike a light." I shook my little boy for him
to get up. I looked up and saw them. There was a window on each side of my house
There was good starlight, Imt no moonshine. The stars didn't give a mighty good lio-ht.
There was a window each side, with the windows closed down, but no shutters'! I
looked and saw that they were disguised men.

Question. Was a light struck ?

Answer. Yes, sir
; my boy struck a light in a minute, when he was told. It was a

cedar light.

Question. What did they say?
Answer. They told me to get up. I got up after the light was made. They ordered

nie to put on my clothes. 1 put ou my clothes. They said they wanted me to "-o and
show them all the houses on the place.

Question. Ou I\Ir. Goodloe's place ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What did they say they wanted you to show the houses for ?
Ansii-er. There was Cater Thompson had killed a man a little before that, three

weeks or a month before, and they were hunting him, as they told me.
Question. Was Cater Thompson a colored man ?

Anstccr. Yes, sir.

Question. They said they were hunting him ?

Answer. Yes, sir. After they got out of my door, I made an attempt to go to the houses
where people were living on the place. We Vveut right through Mr. Goodloe's yard. They
halted me then, and didn't want to go that way, but around by the quarters. That was
half a mile. I told them I didn't know Cater Thompson wheii I saw him. They said,
"No difference; come and show us the houses." I went on with them until we "-ot
about half-way from Mr. Goodloe's house to his quarters, due west from his house.
The railroad was in the south. When we got about half-way from Mr. Goodloe's house
to the quarters, they said they didn't want to go that wav. I told them that was the
way to the quarters. They said they didu't want to go that wav. I said. "There's no
use in my going. I don't know that man when I see him." "Thevsaid I must ""o.
They went on to the quarters. Eight ou the railroad thev halted, and asked me if I
knew that place. I told them I did. They said tliey had'better not go any further
and one reached down and picked up a rope, and another picked up a bottle of whiskv'
and one said, " V/e'll have to tie you. We're afraid you'll run off and not show us." "^I
told them I wouldn't. They said they would tie me, and they tied me. One said, " Tie
him tight

; he's a njighty stout nigger." They tied my hands', and tied the rope aroundmy right leg and behind me. Wheu they got about h:ilf a mile further, the rope was cut-
ting my arms, and I begged them to slacken it a little. They said no, thev wouldn't

;

they wouldn't hurt me; to come along peaceably. Thev wanted to go to'Whit New-
some's place, to tiud John Atkinson's house ; they believed he was there.

Question. Who ?

Answer. This Cater Thompson. I went with them to John Atkinson's house, and I
showed where it was. They said, "O, we don't want John xVtkiuson's ; we want you

;we Avant to put you on the other side of the river to keep you from appearing at the
uest court ; that's all we want—to keep you from appearing at the next court." We
went on a piece, two hundred, or three hundred yards further, and says lie, " Who told
you to have us brought up in court, anyhow ?" I told him nobodv. 'He says, "You're
a God-damned liar," and punched me with a gun. He says, " Didn't Mr. Whit Dean
tell you to carry us to court f ' I said, " No, sir." Then two of them drew a omi on
me, cocked, and says, " Didu't Whit Dean tell you f' Then I says, '• Yes, sir. he did"
Says he, •' Who else told you f ' I said, " Nobody." Then Billv Malone—for, mind you,
I knew two of these men then—Billy Maloue says, " Didn't Calvin Goodke tell you ?"
Says I, "No, sir." Then he turned in and punched me iti the liack with a <tuu a-'aiu
and says, " Didu't he tell you f" Says I, " No, sir, he didn't." We went on." He says'
"Everything I ask you, you call Dean and Goodloe God-damned black sons of bitches :

do you hear f
' I said, " Yes, sir." He kept asking me questions to make me sav Whit

37 A
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Deau was a God-dammnl black son of a bitcli. When they got to the horses, they
asked me, " Did Mr. Dean tell yon the first time to carry them to conrt ? Did he tell

you what to do?" I said, "No." He says, "Yon told me so." I said, " Yon looked
like yon were going to kill me." He says, " Didn't he tell yon so ?" I said, " Yes."

They went on, good two miles from where they took me, to where the horses were.

When they got to the horses, they had made np a little brush lire with sticks in the

bushes. When they carried me up tliere, they halted and took a drink—all of them.
Mr. Billy Malone is as largo a man as yon are, I reckon, [Mr. Pratt, the chairman,]
and a young man, too. Mr. Dnce Lindsay flung the curtain up from his face and
drank. After they drank, and I kept looking at Billy Malone so, for I had lived with
him for twelve months, and I knew his size and voice and face, and kejit looking at his

face, and Mr. Holseapple walked up and jerked me by the back of the collar and kept
me from looking at Malone, and he went and mumbled to Mr. Malone, and he pnlled

the veil over his face again. They went on half a mile north of there, and they said it

was getting too nigh day, and they tried to make me get up on the fence and get on
the horse behind them. Then we were on the straight Newport road to the river. I

was so tied by thchands and legs that I could not get np, and one of them, INIr. Duce
Lindsay, walked up and caught me by the arm and pulled me np on the fence so I

could get on the liorse. I got on the hor,s<! and put him in a right smart gait, pacing
and loping. AVhen I got half way my hat dropped oil, this very hat that I have liere

now. This ^ilace was in the hat then that the puppy had torn that very day idayiug
with it. My hut, Avhen I got half way to the river, which was a mile and n half,

dropped ofi', and one of thein got down and got it.. There were two men I didn't Icnow.

I never saw their faces. One of them got down and got my hat. He was riglit behind
Mr. Billy Malone, on a gray horse, which I am content was Mr. Frank Rankin's gray
horse. Mr. Dnce Lindsay was riding ]\Ir. Holseapple's horse, and Mr. Holseapple was
riding a big bay, a sort of high-tailed liorse, a natural pacing horse. That night I

didn't know the horse at the time. I knew him, too, but I couldn't make him out. I knew
the horse very well, though. There was one pony in the crowd I didn't know. There
were four horses and live nsen. It was a sort of light, roauish, mustang-looking pony.

When we got half-way to the river my hat dropped oft", and the one right behind, ilr.

Malone, got it. When we got to t lie river, Billy Malone, and Holseapple, and this

other man had rode on, and got a skiff, to cail-y me across, as they said ; when we got
there, they were standing right before the Newport store-door, and in about ten steps

of it. When they dismounted horses, they told me to get down. I said, " Gentlemen,
I can't get down ;

please hel]) me down." One of tlieni van up, and catched me by the
collar, and pnlled me off. That was Mr. Duce Lindsay. Then Mr. Billy Malone was
sitting right in front of me, again. Ity the fence, holding the two horses. He is as

large a man as you [Mr. Pratt] are ; there isn't any other such a man as he is in that
settlement. There is as big men, but not like him. I knew him by his size, and face,

and voice. I stood there looking at him, and Mr. Holseapple walked up, and catched me
by the arm, and told me to walk down by the river bank. He walked on before, and
told tluni to follow him. We weri' standing upon the river bank ; the water had fallen

down about twt^nty-tive feet. We niareheil down to the edge of the water, and took up
the ii\er about one hundred and twenty or one lumdred and thirty yards, I reckon;
it may be more. There we came to where Mulberry Creek runs in the river, and the skill"

was in the month of Mulberry Creek. They bailed the water out of the skiff. Mr. Holse-
apple Avent in first, and called in Mr. Duce Lindsay, and then told me to get in. Alter I got
in, he told this other gentleman that I didn't know, that I hadn't seen the face of, to come
in by me. That left me in the bow of the skill". When wt; got about half-way across, Mr.
Holseapple says, "God danni it, 1 am not going to carry this nigger across here. It's

too nigh day ; 1 can't get back home. I can't carry the danuied nigger across." Says
he to me, " Get out." I says, " I can't get out ; il" yon will untie me I can." He says,
" Fling him out." This one I didn't know says, " Fling him out; shall I lling him out?"
He says, " Yes." He put my feet on the bow, ami turned me over backv.ard, as I was
begging hiui to untie me. The last I remember he was holding me under water with
one of the canoe paddles. I commenced struggling under water, and wiien I found
myself, I had got .)ue hand untied, and had come np to the top with one hand untied.

I staid on the top a little while, and then I had got so full of water and so near tired

out, I couldn't hardly swim, and I went down again. As I-weiit down again, I struggled
and got out tlu! other hand. Then, when I got to the top again, I staid. 1 looked and
saw the men fastening the skitf at the bank, and I came out until I got to water up
alH)ut here, [tlie eyes.] I took a cramp in one hip and thigh. I ainn-d to swim
and did swim until I got to where the water iStrnek im- around the waist bcfori; I

stopped. Then I stopped and untied the cotton plow-line from my leg. The day was
then all open good almost. Then I went on almost to the bank. I had got so worn out
and Avas cramped in one leg. And I had to lie down in the water, and then I crawled

• Jilt on the bank tluiingh the mud and water. I could not walk to save my life. Then
[ laid down, and thing nj) water and one thing and another, until I got so 1 could walk.
I went up again a little further, and threw up again on a stump, and got so I could do
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pretty well. I thoiisht tliey might bo lying in the woods, and I pulled out home,
watching to get to Mr. Goodloe's without being caught ; and I went through Mr. Ha-
ley's tield, and Mi-. Oat's plantation, and Barton's, and by that time I was into Mr.
Goodloe's land, the man I lived with. When I was coming to him, ho motioned to me
to come into the garden. The way I went to his house I came into the garden lirst.

He motioned to me and came to me very peert, and he asked me if I had been alter the
doctor. I told him, "No, sir; I couldn't go after no doctor." Says he, "Why?" I

says, " The Ku-Klux came last night and took me." He walked off and came baclf , and
said, "Henderson, don't you tell me no crooked tales

;
you know no Ku-Klux could have

taken you off last niglit without my knowing it ; some one would have told me." Old
man Lewis and me did live under one roof. I told him they did do it. He asked me
which way they carried me ; which way they went with me. I told him which way
they went. He asked me did they have horses. I told him where their horses were.

He asked me where they came into the river. I told him. Ho went to my little boy
and asked him. The boy said that the men came in there ; that he never saw but four.

There was but four in the house, but one stood out of doors, and that made five. Then
he askeil uncle Lewis did he see them. He said he heard them talking and kuocking
at the door, but didn't know what it meant. Thou ho got on his horse and took the
road I told him the men went to iiiid them ; to find the track of them, and see if there

was any signs. He got down to the river where they carried me, and Mr. Goodloe lost

his powder-gourd, and ho sent me alter it the uext day. I came homo then, and staid

there two days after that was done. Then I came up here.

Question. This, you say, was the 15th of August last?

Annwcr. Yes, sir.

Question, You may describe the disguise of these men that you saw in your cabin.

How were thej' dressed?
Ansiccr. They had on some kind of black overcoat that came down nearly to the

heels, and around the tail of it a white stripe. The capo and coat l)otli had white
stripes up and down the front, and a white stripe around the wrist of the coat. Tiiey

had on hats, and veils under the hats, that came down over the face and down on the
shoulders behind.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. Were there any places for their eyes?
Answer. No, sir ; they had on veils.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were they common hats?
Answer. Yes. sir.

Question. There were five in all, you say, four inside of the cabin and one outside ?

Ansuri: Yes, sir.

(Question. How many of these five did you know ?

Answer. I didn't know any oue except by the size in the house. I never saw any
one's face in the house. I didn't know any one there except by the size and walk.
That was Mr. William Malone. I knew him by his walk. He has a walk different

from any man I ever saw, and he is a man as big as you [Mr. Pratt] are. I knew him
in the house.

By INIr. Buckley :

Question. Did you see any of their faces ?

Ansiver. Not in the house.
Question. But after you left the house, did you ?

Answer. Yes, sir. And then, as I was telling you about Mr. William Malone punching
me, I knew his voice, for he spoke in his natural voice then, and I was then certain.

After ho took the drink I saw his face. Then I was not much scared, because I knew
the luincipal part of tlie men, and I saw Mr. Duce Lindsay's face. I rode \v=th him
with the veil over his face talking with him.

By the Chairman :

Question. You are Avell acquainted with them ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I lived with Mr. Malone last year, and I traded at Mr. Duce Lind-
say's store.

Question. When they told you they wanted to put you on the other side of the river
to kec[) you from appearing at court, what did they refer to ?

Answer. It was to keep mo from a[)peariug at court against Mr. William Malone.
Question. What Avas \Villiam Malone accused of?
Answer. Of taking a crop from me.
Question. Had you sued William Malone ?

Answer. I didn't say sue him. Ho had threatened me to kill me. I was afraid to go
anywhere, and nobody would hire me, because he wanted me to work for him this year,
and I would not do it. He claimed me to live with him, because I had promised. I
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thon'1-ht if I Avonld promise to stay with liim this year, lie would give me my
crop." I foaud lie would uot do it, and I wouldn't stay with him. He told me he would
have me killed, and have the Ku-Klux to do it. He said if I didu't live with him, he

would have nie killed ; I shouldn't live in this country.

Question. Had you threatened him?
Answer. No, sir. I went to Squire Bell to have a settlement with him, and after he

would uot do it and threatened me, I asked for a peace-warrant, hut instead of that

Squire Bell issued a warrant for us to settle, and he took away all of my crop at the

last settlement. Then he issued a peace-warrant for me, and they came and made a

settlement to Mr. Malone's advantage, and I took an appeal to the court, and he was
going to kill me before it came up in the court.

Question. He told you he would uot kill you himself, but have the Ku-Klux to do it ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You are sure you saw him there that night ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

QwesiioJ). You knew him by his voice and size?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. You saw his face also when he was drinking ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And they were very anxious to know who advised you to appear at court

agaiust this Malone ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and Mr. Holseapple, who was the captain, told me.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Who was what ?

Answer. Who was captain of them Ku-Klux. He told me at that time, " I knew that

they did it. and whenever I get the right facts of it, God damn them, I'll kill them ; I

knew that Whit Dean told you and Calvin Goodloe told you to do this thing, for by

God you haven't got sense enough to do it. I knew they did, and whenever I get the

right track of it, I'll kill them, God damn them."

By the Chairman :

Question. And they finally made you confess that he did tell you to do it?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. But that was uot true ?

Answer. It was not. I knew this thing, for when I staid at Kuoxville and Nashville

I was in the court-house almost all the time that I staid there, and I knew that if there

was any etfect of law, I could get justice and so I went for it.

Question. Now yon may give the names of those white men whom you saw that night

as far as you knew them. Who was the captain ?

Answer. Mr. Holseapple.

Question. Wiiat is his first name ?

Answer. James Holseapple.

Question. Did he appear to be the captain ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he was called captain, and gave orders.

Question. Who else ?

Answer. Mr. William Malone; Mr. Duce Lindsay. Those are the only men I knew to

make myself satisfied.

Question. Only those three you knew positively?

Ansiver. That's all.

Question. Did you see their faces ? .

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw their faces and knew them, and called them ; when I came
back, the first man I saw was Mr. Goodloe, and I told him the men and the horses;

and the horse I swore to, Duce's brother Bob came up here and swore ho had hired it

the same night, and that he was with Captain Holseapple watching a mill that night.

Question. How far from your cabin were the horses hitched ?

Aneswer. About two miles, if uot farther. I will be qualified it was two miles.

Question. Were the horses disguised?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How far was it from where the horses were hitched to the river I

Answer. About three miles and a half.

Question. What river do you speak of?
Answer. The Tennessee River. It was about two miles to the river, but to where

they carried me was about three miles aud a half.

Question. How far was that from your cabin ?

Answer. About two miles ; it was called over that.

Question. They took you a i-oundal)ont way ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they took me due south, aud the river was due north, aud they

took me due west about two miles and due uorth about one-half a mile, aud due east

three miles, aud then I had to turn north about half a mile.
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Question. You say your hancTs were tied beliiud you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. With a rope ?

Aiisioer. Yes, sir ; with a plow-line.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. Were there any marks of the rope on your hands or wrists?
Ansirc7: Yes, sir. I showed them to Mr. Goodloe the uext morning. There were

knots on both my wrists as big as my finger, and after they got well there staid a black
mark on my arm for weeks.

By the Chairman :

Question. You say there were five men and four horses ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How did the fifth man travel ?

Answer. He rode behind about half way to the river, and then he walked ; but be-
fore we got to the river all walked.

Question. You rode behind Maloue ?

Answer. No, sir ; behind Dace Lindsay.
Question. Were your legs tied when you were riding the horse?
Answer. No, sir ; only one leg. My hands were tied, and the rope came around and

tied one leg.

Question. What did they say they were taking you across the river for ?

Answer. To keep me from u[)pearing in court against Mr. Maloue.
Question. Was court then near at hand '/

Answer. I don't know exactly at what time court was, but it was some time in this

last month past.

Question. Could you tell which one it was that pushed aud held you down with that
oar ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. How far were you across the river at the time they threw von out of the
skiff f

Ansieer. I didn't expose I was quite half-way. I thought I was half-way, but I don't
expose it was. After I went back next day and saw the river I didn't think I could
have been half way.

Question. How wide is the river at that place ?

Answer. About 1,800 yards from one edge to the other.

Question. How deep was the water at the place where you Avere thrown out of the
skitt' ?

Answer. I don't know ; I can't say ; but I knew this, it was a great deal deeper than
I was high.

Question. It was over your head ?

Answer. Yes, sir, a great deal.

Question. You say they refused to untie your hands to give you a chance?.
Answer. Yes, sir. ,

By Mr. Buckley :

Quesiion., Were your feet tied when you were thrown into the water?
Answer. Yes, sir ; they tied both together after they got to the river.

By the Chaiuman :

Question. Before they put you in the skiff ?

Answer. Yes, sir. They didn't tie them plumb up together; I could work them a
little in this way, [illustratiug.] One leg was already tied. The rope was a long plow-
liue, and one man walked behind aud held it like driving an ox or anything of the
kind, and v.iien we got down there he tied both legs.

Question. Had you had any trouble with any of these men except Malone ?

Answer. None, only wheu 1 had them bound—when I had Mr. Maloue and Mr. Wil-
liam Newsonie under a thousand-dollar bond, because they had made threats. At the
time Mr. Duce Lindsay aud Bob Lindsay and William Newsome aud William Malone
were going to whip me one day at Cherokee, aud Mr. Duce Lindsay said, '-You can't

whip that nigger; he's not going to let you whip him;" and he says, "I'll bet you a
thousaud dollars I'll go in there and hold a pistol over hiui, aud you may whip him as

much as you please." He says, " If it is a thousand dollars, put iu all yuu will toward
it, because I'll do it." Then I said, " Mr. Dean, don't let them do it ; I want to go home
with the express." I had come for express.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Is Mr. Dean a merchant?
A)iswcr. Yes, sir. I had to get some express, and the train was ten or twelve min-

utes late, aud I was waiting, and I said, " Mr. Dean, don't let them abuse uie. If they
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go to abuse mo I might ruu off and leavo the express-wagon." He says, "They shan't

-whip yon
;
you were sent for express." When they found he was trying to protect nio

they (iidu't say anything more to me. When I drove across to the depot Mr. William

Maionc was sitting there. I was waiting for the train. He rode across to where I was
and said was I done with that suit. I said, "1 am not doing nothing about it now."

He says, " You went to Mr. Rather Mayer and Burns Mayer," which they had taken the

case in hand. I had taken an appeal to get my crop.

Question. Were they lawyers ?

Answer.-Yes, sir; they were up here to defend Mr. Malone and them Ku-Klux. I

went for them, but after they got here I suppose they gave them $500, and they took

their case in hand. He says to me, " You've a lawyer ; I've heard you give that case

in hand to Rather Mayer and Burns Mayer to attend to, and I'm going to kill you."

By the Chairman :

Que>ifio]i. Who said this to you?
Aimccr. Billy Malone. Says he, " I'm going to kill you. If it was not for these two

women sitting there, I come to do it now." There was two women there. " Bnt I'll

meet you at another time. I'll meet you in some of these roads, and I'll kill you, nig-

ger. You've got to drop that suit or I'll drop your Life." I went up afterwards and
had them bound over to keep the peace. He went to Mr. Burns Mayer and Rather
Mayer and submitted the case to them and offered a iive-hundred-dollar bond

;
and

when he was there I stepped into Barns Mayer's office, and he was in there otlering his

five-hundred-dollar bond, and he went down and plead guilty aud offered his l)ond, and
they asked me if it was satisfactory, and I told them it was not, and they put him
under a thousand-dollar bond. That was all that passed.

Question. How many did you have bound over to court—BiUy Malone and Avho ?

Answer. Billy Newsome.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Before whom or by whom were they bound over—what squire ?

Answer. Green, I believe his name is, of Tnscumbia.

By the Chaiuman :

QucHtion. How long was this before the l.'jth of August, when you were Ku-Kluxed '/

Answer. It was the 15th of August when I was Ku-Kluxed.
Question. How Lnig was it before the 15th of August that you had Newsome and

Malone liound over ?

A7iswer. Well, sir, it was about a month and a half, I reckon.

Question. Had you ever had any tnmbh; with Duce Lindsay?'
Aiisic'-r. None, only they wanted to help Malone to whip me.
Question. Did you know Lindsay ?

Answer. Yes, sir. You see I trade with them, and he and Mr. Malone had taken all

my crop, and I could not see what it was for. After I had traded with him they had
taken my crop and threatened me. That evening I was settled with to make me say

I was satisfied ; and Mr. Bob Lindsay came up ayd swore 1 said I was satisfied ; and
he drove his wagon up there, aud they took my crop and hauled it away. I didn'i like

that, and therefore they were going to whip me at Cherokee the first time they met mo
there.

Question. How long did you stay in that neighborhood after you were thrown into

the river ?

Answer. Two days.
Question. Have you ever been back there since ?

Answer . No, sir.

Question. Have any of these men ever been taken up for Ku-Kluxing you ?

Answer. Yes, sir; they have been taken up and have been up here and tried.

Question. Before the United States commissioner ?

Answer. Yes, sir; Captain Day.
Question. Are they bound over to court ?

Answer. No, sir; he relieved two of them in here that day and that night; some time

in the night he relieved the other one ; he told me the next morning he had.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Who were those who were tried before Captain Day and acquitted ?

Ajiswer. ilr. Holseapple, Mr. William Maionc, and Dace Lindsay were the three men
who were tried here; aud they hadn't acquitted Mr. Holseapple that evening; they

Lad acquitted two, and in the night, some time that night, they acquitted him.

By the CilAiHMAX

:

Question. Was there anv other witness against them except you?
Answer. Yes, sir; Mr. Calvin (ioodloe and my boy Macli.now going on thirteen years

old. I had several witnesses subpoenaed, but' they didn't but two of them come up.
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Question. It was tried here in Huntsville ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; right here.

Question. When was it ?

Answer. I don't know exactly.

Question. How long after you were thrown into the river?

Answer. Five or six days.
Question. Do you know whether Mr. Goodloe went after you were Ku-Khixed to the

places you described, where you had been on the road, and where you cx'awled our of

the river?
Answer. Yes, sir ; ho went down there with his shot-gun, hunting something on the

way, and he loaded his gun right by a tree and left his powder-gourd there, and he
sent me for it afterward, and therefore I know ho went.

Question. Were these men who Ku-Kluxed you all white men ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I thiuk, though, when it comes to be testified, that a black man
brought them to my house and showed them how to get into it. I have learued that

since court was over, and it can be pretty well proved.
Question. Some enemy of yours ?

Answer. I didn't thiuk he was; me and him was just the same as two brothers when
he staid down there. I don't know whether they forced him to do it or how it was
done.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. How far was it from the river back to Mr. Goodloe's house, the way you
went, across the fields and plantations ?

Answer. About two miles and a half or three-quarters.

Question. You got back about what time in the morning?
Aimver. About half an hour by sim. The sun was not half an honr high.

By the Chairm.vn :

Question. Are you sure that some one in the skiff attempted to keep you down with
a paddle after you were thrown into the river ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Henderson, what became of the other two men after you got to the river?

Answer. They staid where their horses were. The horses were up on the bank, ami
the other two men staid there with the horses.

Question. Malone, Lindsay, and another man got in with you ?

Answer. No, sir, Malone and a man, I don't know who, staid there with the hoi'ses,

and Mr. Lindsay and Mi'- Holseapple went in with me, and another man I didn't know.
Question. Holseapple, Lindsay, and a mau you did not know went out in the boat

into the river ?

Answer. Yes, su'.

Question. Did you get out cm the same side of the river on which you went in?
Answer. Yes, sir, about thirty or fosty yards above where I went in. They carried

me up the river a good piece, right beside the river bank; before they struck out across.

Question. They took you, as you first thought, about half way, uow you thiuLc not
quite half Avaj' ?

Answer. I don't think it could have been half way, because I have swum the river

there too often. I lived a quarter of a mile up the river from there the year before that.

I had often swum it before, and the way I swum and was worried and almost broke
down, it couldn't have been half way.

Question. When you came to the top of the water had the men got back to the

shore 1

Answer. When I came to the top of the water, the first sight I can't tell you, because
I was near strangled to get my breath, and couldn't look, and I didn't stay at the top of

the water but a little time ami went to the bottom that time, and when I rose again

I was loose in both hands and in the act of swimming, and I looked then particularly,

and they were at the bank^ landing, and I wanted to go to the bauk, aud loolced and
was afeared to make a show or they would see me and shoot me. I just staid on the

top and swum lightly. I didn't know but they would look, because I could see any-

thing on the water up or down. The light was good. I just staid under the sliade of

a tree, aud the water would wash me out a little, aud I kept as easy as I could so they

could uot see me. They were going away from the bauk in a trot, like as if they were in

a hurry to get away, aud I found they were not noticing mo and I put for the bauk, and
before I could get there I took a cramp. I don't know'whether I made any fuss or not,

but nobody paid any attention. I had to get down in the water, and came down on

one leg and crawled. I couldn't get along any way but to crawl. The cramp was in

one leg.

Question. Did the shade of the trees reach over to where you were in the water?
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Answer. Not -wbeu tliey flung me out, but I swam to the shade. They vrere very tall

trees, autl the moonlight was so it flung the shade out into the river, and that was
"where I got to when I saw the shade of the trees.

Question. When you were flung out, if you had been in the middle you would have
oeeu 900 yards from the shore?
Answer. I reckon I would. I know it was 1,800 yards from bank to bank.
Question. Then the middle, of course, was 900 yards from cither bank?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is William Malone a farmer ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had you lived with him all last year ?

Answer. Yos, sir.

Question. Who had you lived with before that year?
Answer. Mr. Campbell.
Question. What is his lir.st name?
Answer. Dick. He is right on the river, where I told you I lived on the river.

Question. Was he a witness in this trial ?

Answer. Yes, sir, for Mr. Malone.
Question. Did he swear on that trial that you were a very bad negro?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who had you lived witli bef(n-e that I

Ansiver. I lived with Mr. Slcightou, on the railroad, right at Chei'okee, and staid
principally at Mr. Wliit Dean's.

Question. How long had you known Mr. A. Horton ?

Ansiver. About four months.
Question. W^as he too a witness ?

Answer. Yes, sir, for Mr. Malone.
Question. Mr. Aleck Malone ; how long have j^ou known him ?

Ansiver. I never knowed him.
Question. Mr. Rutherford.
Ansiver. I never knowed him.
Question. Did you know ilarion Matthews?
Ansiver. I lived by him this year up to August.
Question. Robert Lindsay, how long have you known him?
Answer. About fwo years.

Question. Neill CJannon, how long have you known him?
Answer. Never knew him until I saw him in court.

Question. James Carter, colored; how long have you known hian ?

Answer. About fourteen months.
Question. William Matthews, colored ; hovr long have you known him ?

Answer. About two mouths.
Question. Did not these seven white men I have named and the two colored men all

swear before United States Commissioner Day that you were a very bad man and
unworthy of belief on oath ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you bring anybody to prove that you were a man worthy of belief on
oath, except Mr. Coodloe?

Answer. No, sir; but why ? Because I didn't come with that intention. I came with
the intimtion of what was before me, and I can prove that one of the main witnesses
you had on your account just now, right here in town ncjvr, will do awaj' with his own
testimony. That is Matthews, which gave the greatest testimony against me iu court.
He does away with it. He is right here iu town now.

By Mr. Blcklky :

Question. Give his full name ?

Answer. William Matthews, a colored man.

By Mr. Bec k :

Que.stion. Did not those men you arrested, Malone, Lindsay, and Holseapple, prove
before the commissioner that they wore -somewhere else that night ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, all of them proved that they were somewhere else.

Question. And the United States commissioner believed that and discharged them ?

Answer. Ho believed them and discharged all but Holseapple, and some time in the
night he discharged Mr. Holseajiple; but I swore to the men I knowed and the hor.ses

I knowed, and the man .Mr. Holseapple proved the alibi by, I had sworn before that
that horse was in the band, and still he swore he was with Mr. Holseapple and he had
that horse.

Question. In other words that nian contradicted you ?

Answer. 0, yes, sir, iu other words he did.
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Question. What magistrate was it who made the settlement between yon ami Mr.
Malone "I

Answer. Bell.

Question. What is his first name ?

Ansiccr. William Bell, I believe.

Question. Where does he live ?

Answer. Cherokee, Alabama.
Question. Was he the man you yourself selected to make the settlement ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Who selected him ?

Answer. Mr. Malone and him, I suppose, had made that up. When I first went to
him I went to him to make a settlement, but he would not do it for two or three weeks

;

and afterwards I Avent to him for a peace-warrant, and instead of that he sent a
written notice for a settlement, and I knew I had to go, but the written notice was no
account for that settlement.

Question. Yon had first applied for him to make a settlerfient for you and Malone, and
he had refused ?

Answer. Yes, sir. But three weeks before that I asked Mr. Goodloe to ask him, and
Mr. Goodloe had asked him, and Mr. Malone made threats, and I asked him for a peace-
warrant, and instead of it he sent a notice for a settlement, and I came and asked him
what he gave it for. He said " I know better what you want than you do yourself;
you go and do as I tell you."'

Question. Then Mr. Bell did make the settlement with Mr. Malone and you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Questioji. In that settlement they bronght you in debt?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. After taking what cro^i you had?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you dissatisfied with that ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What crop did you have?
Answer. I made crops on the halves. I made three bales of cotton and twelve loads

of corn, and eight of them loads of corn were with a forty-bushel wagon—a wagon
that held forty bushels. Then there were four other loads with a two-horse wagon,
that held fifteen bushels.

Question. How many loads of corn were there ?

Answer. Twelve in all.

Question. In what .way did they bring you in debt? What did they say you had
got when Mr. Bell made that settlement for you ?

Answer. It was an account Mr. Malone bronght up for meat I knew nothing about.
In the first place, that year I made a conti'act with him for meat. He said he would
not make a contract with me for meat, and I must look out and get the best I could.
What meat he did let me have he brought some three or four accounts I didn't know
about ; and the woman I had hired, which is my wife uow, he was to pay her out of
the crop, but I was to see that she did good work, and he was to \Miy her out of the
crop $CU. I brought her down, and he contested. He will say to-day she is as good a
hand as ever worked on a farm. He didn't give me anything, but went to Clierokee,

to Duce Lindsay, that I was trading with, and said to him to not let me have any-
thing ; that he didn't believe the crop would turn out right. I hadn't bought only a
skillet and a few little things of house furniture, and some meat, ianly §30 or $40 worth.
Still, I staid at Mr. Malone's house and waited on him, and drove his spring-wagon, and
attended to his horses and hogs. I was the only black man there. I had to make my
croj), and I tended for him tlie whole year round. Then lie brought out a suit of
clothes he had had two years. He said he courted in them. He asked me to buy
them. I said I had no money. Ho said, " You take them ; I want you to look nice.

You drive the carriage for me ; I don't want you to look dirty around me. You take
them. You'll be satisfied witli the price." When settlement day came ho charged me
$40 for the coat and jjaiits and vest, after he had worn them two years, and been
married in them. I didn't agree to it ; and he had some four or five charges of meat
that he couldn't give no account of, and he said the women got them, 'tiie women
didn't give no account ^f the meat, and I wasn't willing to jiay for it. That's the way
my crop went, and I was not satisfied.

Question. How many acres of land did you work ?

Answer. Thirteen of corn, and about fifteen of cotton; but six of the cotton was not
good land, and didn't bring much.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. You made three bags?
Answer. Yes, sir.
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By Mr. Beck :

Question. Three bales ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; bales or bags.

By the Chairman :

Question. How mauy acres of cotton ?

Ansiver. It was called fifteen acresi

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did Mr. Bell, in that settlement with Mr. Malone, agree to it as a correct
settlement ?

Answer. I did not ask him what he agreed to. I told him I was not satisfied, and I

asked could not I take an appeal. He said I could. I asked what was the security

—

the bond. Ho said $100. I told him it was too heavy : I would see about it. He told
me that any time between then and fall I could bring it in with witnesses.

Question. Yon had then puif it into the hands of lawyers ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had you brought suit ?

Answer. No, sir. Mr. Moore had wrote down to him for the papers three or four times
in the two months, or two and a half, and Mr. Bell had never sent them up to Jlr.

Moore, that I had ])Ut the business in the hands of. I went to him and asked him how
it was, and he said Mr. Bell had sent him word he wouldn't send them ; that he had
made such an ugly settlement, such a ragged settlement, that he couldn't send them
up, and he wouldn't send them.

Question. So you think Mr. Bell was trying to cheat you too ?

Answer. I don't think J had justice.

Question. What do you think of Mr. Bell's conduct?
Answer. I do)i't know anything about Mr. Bell, but I say I didn't have justice, in this

way : I knew that tilings I was charged with I didn't get, and it beat me dead, and I

was not satisfied with it.

Question. In the mean time you had bound over Malone and somebody else—Lindsay ?

Answer. Newsome. Tliat was after that.

Question. You bound them over to keep the peace ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What connection had Newsome with it ?

Ansiccr. I suppose like many other men; Malone is a white man, and, to tell you
the truth, Malone and Newsome botli knew I would not let Malone whip lue, and he
took halves with him because he was a white man, I reckon.

Question. You had no suit pending in court at the time you were Ku-Kluxed ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; for my crop.

Question. I asiv jou had Mr. Moore brought suit for your crop ?

Answer. No, sir; he hadn't brought it then. He couldn't get the papers from Mr.
Bell.

Question. Then you had no suit pending wlien you were Kn-Kluxed ?

Answer. No, sir; 1)ut Mr. Moore was wanting the papers, and sent to Mr. Bell for the
papers to get it straight against we commenced.

By Mr. Bccklky :

Question. I understand you to say that you had one trial before Squire Bell, and did
not fix up the papers for the appeal ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that's the way of it.

By Mr. Beck:
Qnestion. Up to the time when you were Ku-Kluxed, the paxiers had not been fixed

up, and ther(! was no appeal pending at that time ?

Answer. No, sir. *

Question. What did you underst.and them to mean by your not appearing in court ?

Answer. Because I contended for my pajiers. They knew if there was any justice I

was bound to have the papers, and I would go on and get my rights.

Question. Had you applied to Mr. Bell yourself for tlie papers?
Answer. Yes, sir.

*

Que>>tion. After you spoke to Mr. Moore ?

Answir. "i'cs, sir.

Question. What excuse did he make for not giving them to you ?

Answer. He said he had no time to fool with no pa^iers. He said Mr. Moore had
written to him a time or two for papers, and it was best for me to go on and let them
papers alone—that he knew what was best for me—and forme to drop it at that.

Question. You said sometiiiiig about learning a good deal of law by being about the
court-house at Kuoxvillo and Nashville ; what were you doing there ?

Answer. I was staying there.
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Question. How lonj? ago ?

Answer. I weut there in 1866, at Nashville.

Question. What were you doing there ?

Ansicer. I was living there, just as I am doing here.

Question. Were you working there f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Quvsiion. At what business ?

Ansiver. Part of the time I was driving a dray for a colored man there. The other
part of the time I got in with a fellow there, that was staying around in there sweep-
ing aud sxjriukliug, cleaning otf yards, awhile ; and then I took a trip to Nashville, and
staid there.

Question. How long ?

Answer. I staid at Nashville a little over twelve months.
Question. What were you doing at Nashville '?

Answer. I staid at Dr. Briggs's store and o0ice. Dr. Briggskept both store and office.

Question. Was he around the court-house?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he a lawyer ?

Answer. No, sir; but I think he was trying to sort of half-way study it, from the
action he would make when a case was on hand. More than that, I learned not so
much from him, but where he staid one of the best lawyers staid, and almost every
morning when he went to court he would carry me with him.

Question. What was his name ?

Answer. Fields.

Question. Is he a lawyer there now ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know his first name ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What white man did you live with in Knoxville ?

Answer. I didn't live with no white man ; Hived with a black man. The black man
had rented a lot aud I staid with him and ilrove a dray. I forget the man he got the
lot of.

Question. Did you work for any white man at all in Knoxville ?

Answer. Not regularly ; I would do a day, or two, or three days' job for a man—first

one and then another.
Question. W^hat white man did you work for mostly ?

Anstvcr. I didn't work much for any white man ; I don't remember who all I worked
for ; a man would want a lot of wood cut or his yard cleaned.

Question. After you came back from Nashville where did you goto ?

Answer. I went down herein about a mile of Pride's Station to cut cord-wood.
Question. In what county ?

Answer. I don't know in what county it is now ; it used to be Franklin County j I

don't know whether it is Colbert now or Franklin.
Question. Who did you work for ?

Answer. Jiiu Pride and a man named Davis, cutting cord-wood.
Question. How long did you work there ?

Answer. I don't know ; about live months. -

Question. After that where did you go 1

Answer. I then went right to Pride's Station, working for Hy Gyer.

By the Chaiumax :

Question. W'hat is his full name ?

Answer. That's all 1 ever heard him called, Hy Gyer,

By Mr. Beck :

Question. From there where did you go ?

Answer. From there I went to James Tanner's father; he hired me, but he did not
have aiij'thing to do. •

Question. What was the old gentleman's first name ?

Answer. I don't know.
Question. Was that in the same county ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was close to Osboro. Anyhow, this same old man Horton—

I

didn't stay with James Tanner but a little while until I went with him.
Question. That is the man you say who gave you a bad character'?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. After you left James Horton's where did you go ?

Ansn:er. I struck in the blacksmith shop at Osboro for a man named John Harrison.
I was in about a mile of his house.

Question. Then where did you go after that ?

Answer. Then the Ku-Klux got so bad they came there one night at the old man's,
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and pulled my ears, and got after ino ahout a girl there named Emma, that one of the
Ku-Klux o^vnV'd, so said, and me and her was about to marry, and they got after me to

keep me from marrying her, and I came to luka on the railroad, and I worked there

for Mr. Sleightou, that I told you about awhile ago.

Question. Where did you go from there f

Answer. M. A. Campbell's.
Question Another witness against you ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How long did you work for him ?

Answer. About seven months. I worked for him seven months, but I didn't hire for

him more than a month and a half. I dug wells ; I dug him a couiile of wells while I

was there.

Question. He was one who swore to your bad character ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Where did yon go after you left him ?

Answer. To William Maloue's, the man that Ku-Klusedme.
Question. And then to Mr. Goodloe's ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Where does Mr. Malone live ; what is his post-office?

Answer. Cherokee, Colbert County.
Question. Is Mr. Duce Lindsay's post-office there, too ?

Ansu:rr. Yes. sir.

Question. And .James Holseapple's ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were any of those three men on trial sworn before the commissioner the

other day ?

Answer. Any of them sworn? no, sir.

Question. Did (Japtaiu Day have the testimony all written down ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose he did.

By the Chairman :

Question. Henderson, you may give the names of those witnesses who testified that
you were a bail negro and uuwortby of credit, whom you never knew before.

Ansuer. I don't know the names myself. If you will call the names of those at

luka-

By Mr. Beck : .

Question. Malone, Matthews, Robert Lindsay, Neill Gannon
Answer. That's one I didn't know.
Question. Mr. Ruthirford ?

Answir. That's another I didn't know.
Question. Aleck Malone ?

Answer. That's another I didn't know.
Question. James Carter, colored, William Matthews
Answir. That's another I didn't know ; I had seen him a few times, but never worked

with him or had any business Avitli him until since the trial.

By the Ciiaikman :

Question. Tlirce of these men you had never seen before?
Answer. Yes, sir ; four.

Question. Matthews you had seen before ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had seen him ; but if I ever saw the others before I never knew it.

Question. You .say these three men arrested and on trial, Holseapple, Malone, and
Duce Lindsay, were all acquitted upon proving an alibi ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. •

Question. Wliero did they prove that they were that night?
Answer. Jlr. William Malone proved by his father and a colored man on the place that

he was with him. The colored mau swore that he was with him that night and next
morning all day at home. His father proved tliat his child was sick, and he heard him r.U

night walking his room and talking all night. Holseapple proved, by Robert Lin<lsay,

that he was at his mill, watching lor somel)ody .to steal his corn, and that he hired this

horse that I knew myself. Those two proved that they were in the mill all night ; nobody
knew them and they could swear ; that was Holseapple and Robert Lindsay ; one of
them rode that horse I swore to. Mr. Duce Lindsay proved, by those two nien that I

never saw nor knew anything al)0ut, that he staid in his room all night— in his store.

Question. Are you (-ertaiu that you saw Holseapple, Malone, and Duce Lindsay that
night that you wore Ku-Kliixed '!

Answer. Yes, sir; I am pretty certain of it; and my boy, twelve years old, going on
thirteen, knew Mr. Holseapple by the time the light was made, but 1 didn't kuow, be-

cause I didn't aim to look for hiui. The boyaimed to run out of doors ; Mr. Iiolseap])le

hadn't his disguise on ; he had his veil up, and he caught him and shoved him back,
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and lie says, " Mr. Holseapple, you let me aloue," and Mr. Holsea|)ple wouldn't let him
go out ; lie knew Lim well enough.

Qucntion. What was your share of the corn and cotton crop raised on Mr. Maloue's
place worth ?

Aiitmcr. I don't know what it was worth.
QuesUon. You say you were entitled to one-half of three hales of cotton?
Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. And eight loads of corn, of forty bushels each ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir.

Question. And four small wagon-loads ?

Annivcr. Yes, sir ; thirteen or fifteen bushels were counted, but I will say thirteen.

By Mr. Bucklky:
Question. Did you have any fodder?
Answer. Yes, sir ; but he divided the fodder with me when it was j)ulled and stacked.

By the Chairman :

Question. What was that 372 bushels of corn worth ?

Answer. He oliered me sixty cents a bushel, and said that was what corn was selling
at ; he offered mc that in the settlement.

Question. That made your corn, if it was worth 60 cents a bushel, amount to $223 20 ?

Answer. Besides that, I can bring four or five witnesses to prove that his fattening
hogs eat up about three acres of my best bottom corn, uud he never i)aid me a cent.

Question. What was cotton worth per pound ?

Answer. Sixteen and three-quarters, he said ; two bales were sold, and the last bale,
which was a yellow bale, sold for twelve and a half.

Question. How many pounds did those bales contain ?

Answer. Five hundred and upward; bolh the two white bales weighed over five
hundred—one twenty -odd and the other thirty-odd—and tlie other didn't weigh five
hundred quite.

Question. Now, how much were you justly indebted to Malone ?

Answer. I can just tell you exactly what I got from Mr. Malone ; I got one middling of
meat that weighed thirty-one pounds ; I got t v/o shoulders that weighed thirteen i^ouuds
apiece; I got another shoulder that weighed thirteen pounds; 1 got seventy-three
pounds of bacon from him ; I got fifty pounds of beef from him ; I got twenty xiounds
of beef from him, and this suit of clothes.

Questimi. Was that all the meat you got from him ?

Answer. Yes, sir, cxeei)t six pounds of bacon just before I left home.
Question. What was this bacon worth per jiouud ?

Answer. Some of it 16 cents ; the first three pieces I got were pork ; I got that at 16
cents ; the other was 22 cents.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Do you mean pickled pork or unsmoked bulk meat ?

Answer. It was unsmoked ; that is, the first middling and two shoulders were.

By the Chairman :

Question. That was worth how much a pound ?

Anstcer. Unsmoked meat was worth 16 cents, and the bacon 22 cents.

Question. What was the beef worth ?

Answer. Eight cents.

Question. Did you get any breadstuffs ?

Ansiccr. 1 gave him corn for meal.
Question. So that he had no account against you for breadstuffs ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Had he any other account against you except for those clothes?
Answer. The old clothes and one j)air of shoes ; but he brought twice as much meat

as that against me, and he swears that this woman of mine got it, and she swears she
didn't get it.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Out of this meat that you foot up, how many did you feed ?

Answer. This woman and three little children ; but mind, I got three gallons of milk,
myself, every day ; I got more meat than this, and I got from old Mrs. Malone eight
milch cows, and my wife milked them, and she was entitled to what milk she could use,

aud in that way I lived light.

By the Chairman :

Question. Is that coat you have on the one you got from Malone ?

Answer. No, sir ; that was a square-tailed coat, and it was not nigh as good a coat as
this has been.
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Queslion. What were those clothes wortli?
Aiisircr. He charged me $40.

Question. What were they worth ?

Answer. They were worth about eighteen or twenty dollars when I got them from
him.

Question. Yon say he had worn them two years ?

Aiisivcr. Yes, sir; just to say what they really were worth, they were worth eighteen
to twenty dollars ; they had been fine, very fine clothes, but the good of them was
-s^orn out.

Question. Yon got a pair of shoes also ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Does that embrace all that you got from him ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know how much those items all footed up ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I never knew how they did foot up.
Question. How much did you claim that he was indebted to you on a fair settlement ?

Answci: I couldn't make a claim, because I couldn't count it and figure it up. I tried
to get Squire Bell to figure it up as I would count it, and he would never do anything
except to jiut it all together, and he bothered me, and I never got it straight.

Question. How much did he bring you in debt?
Answer. I think it was $2 37|.

Question. Did Malone swear to his account ?

Answer. Wc had had three settlements, and everj- time he would add on a little more
and a little more, until he got the whole crop ; the last time he just took every bit of
my crop and it made us even at the last settlement, and then when Squire Bell got it,

he made it a little more ; he made it $2 37i more.

By Mr. Bkck :

Question. Mr. Minnis, the district attorney of the United States, was here attending
to your case ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir.

Question. Before Captain Day he examined your witnesses and attended to your ca.sc ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is he not a good lawyer ?

Answer. I don't know anything about him.
Question. You nuide the complaint to him, and he had the men arrested and brought

here?
Ansiver. I made the complaint to Mr. Day.
Question. Judge Minnis api)eared here for yon?
Answer. Yes, sir, he api)eared here.

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama, Octoher 7, 1871.

LIONEL W. DAY sworn aiul examined.

The CiiAiiJMAX : As Mr. Beck had this witness summoned, he will please examine
him.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Give us, as briefly at you can, your present position and your past ; tell us
where you came from, and how long you have lived here; where you wei"o during the
war, and what position you occupy now.
Answer. I v.as in the Federal Army during the war from the State of Illinois ; served

in the Federal Army until nearly the close of the war, and, after its close, I came South
with a view of remaining here. After my arrival here, I was appointed clerk of the
United States district court for this district—the northern district of- Alabama—which
position I still occupy.

Question. Appointed 1)y whom ?

Ansuer. By .Judge Bustecd.
Question. Were you appointed a conmiissioner of the United States also ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the clerk is ex-oflicio commissioner.
Question. As commissioner of the United Statesdistrict court for this district, had you

a case presented charging disguised men with the maltreatment of a colored man
named Henderson, in Colbert County, within the last few months ?

Answer. Affidavit was made by William Henderson, a colored man, before mo in Au-
gust, I thiidv— it was in Jnlj- or August ; I have not my docket of dates before luc

—

charging IIolseapi»le, Lindsay, and Malone, three young men of Lawrence County, I
think



ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE. 591

By the Chairman :

Question. Colbert, was it not ?

Ansn-er. It may have been Colbert ; tbcy lie close together. It was near Barton
Station or Cherokee—with having taken him from his house in August, and, as he re-

cited in his affidavit, after having tied him and having made various professions as to
what they desired to do with him, tJiey hnally took him to the Tennessee River, and
jnit him in a skitf, for the alleged purpose of taking him across, but having reached the
middle of the river, ho alleges that they threw him out in that bound condition luto
the middle of the river, aud afterward returned to the bank. He teStilied that be-
tween the point at which ho was seized and the river he was tied with a rope, with his
hands behind him, and the end of the rope then made fast to his legs, aud that that
was his condition when he was thrown into the river. He claimed to have then sunk
to the bottom, aud having released one of his hands, ho came up ; went down again aud
got hold of a rock in the bottom of the river, and, in his struggle, released both of his
hands ; finally got iuto shoal water and waded ashore, where, after recovering from his
l>artially drowned condition, he returned to Mr. Goodloe's place. He stated that the
parties were in disguise, but that after they got into the boat—which was v/hen it was
very nearly daylight in the morn iug of the IGth of August—he saw the face of one, aud
perhai)s the faces of two ; I am not clear as to that now. He swore positively to one.
He said that there was no moon ; that the only light he had to identify by sight was
by st;n--light ; but his testimony was direct and positive as to the identity of the
persons.

Question. Are you giving now the abstract of his evidence before you as you recol-
lect it ?

A)isu-er. Yes, sir ; and I think that those facts are substantially embraced in the affi-

davit. I can file a copy very easily if the committee desire it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. These men you arrested on that affidavit?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Aud they were brought before you as United States commissioner for a
hearing ?

Answer. Yes, sir, for preliminary examination.
Question. Have you the evideuce taken in that trial; and if so, will you file it with

this committee ?

Answer. I have the evidence and will file it. This is the original, [presenting a
document,] and I identify it with the initials of my name, and make it a ])art of my
deposition. [The documeut referred to and containing the testimony given in the case
of the People vs. Holseapple, Malone, and Lindsay, will be found at the end of the testi-
mouy of this witness.]

Question. Assuming that evidence to have been given there, state what was the re-
sult of that investigation.

Answer. The parties charged were acquitted u^ion a direct and substantial proof
of an alibi.

Question. Had the character of the j)rosecutor, as proven, a good deal to do with
it also ?

Answer. The character of the prosecutor was proven to be a very bad one by all the
witnesses who testified in that particular, both white and colored. The prosecution
oftercd no Evidence, after the character of the prosecuting witness had been assailed, to
relieve his character, but left the testimony of the defense wholly unimxieached and
un assailed.

Question. Was any time asked to obtain further testimony in regard to the character
of the prosecutor ?

Answer. None whatever. Xo aijplicatiou was made. No reference, in fact, was made
to it by the prosecution.

Question. The evidence you have just furnished will give us the full history of the
case as it appeared before you, will it?

Answer. I am not certain but an attempt may have been made by cross-examina-
tion ; but I am not certain that it was. I think my best impression is that it was. I
think that it did not go further than a mere cross-examination of the i^arties who were
impeaching the veracity of the prosecuting witness. The evidence, though, that I file
here as a jiart of my deposition, embraces the whole statement, aud gives the history
as fully as I could by any statement I could make.

Question. And no further statement by you would elucidatQ it farther?
Answer. None whatever.
Question. As you are here, I will ask you to tell us as briefly as you can, but fully,

from your position as United States commissioner, and tlie opjiortunities you have of
ascertaiuing the feeling of the people in this section of Alabama, what is their general
disposition as to the maintenance of law and order aud obeying tin; laws.
Answer. I think it is very good. I think this is like all communities, and I have been
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n many iu the United States. I tliink the same general cliaracteristics prevail here

ihat exist in other communities that I have known. I know of no general difterence.

There have been difficulties arising out of horse-thieving, personal violence offered to

parties without reference to their political status, as I am informed and believe, and in

some cases homicides have resulted from the efforts of the citizens, acting iu behalf of

order, to prevent that lawlessness. For instance, in Limestone, my information, which
is popular iuformation, and from conversation with the citizens of that place and the

I)rosecutiug officers of the county, is that they have had several homicides there ; but

I think the large majority have resulted from acts of a iiosse of citizens in their at-

tempts to disperse a band of men whose organization was based upon a desire for

thieving and plunder ; and these thieves and plunderers occupy the same relation to

the community that that class of men do in any community that I have ever been in.

I know of no difference. They were bad men doing bad things, and the good citizens

of the country have been active and vigilant, and they have succeeded, or I have no
doubt will succeed, in restoring perfect order iu Limestone County. That is my be-

lief.

Question. In this county how is it ?

Ansivcr. This county is exceedingly quiet ; there is no disturbance here of any kind
that I know of, more than the little affrays resulting from the collisions of men, ordina-

rily occurring.
Question. Will you tell the committee whether in your opinion the great mass of the

people of Northern Alabama arc law-abiding and disposed to observe the laws?
Ansuer. I believe they are. From my position and antecedents, I can have no pre-

dilections in favor of this or auy other southern co;nmunity, any other than a kind
and friendly intercourse with the good men of the country has given me, and I believe

the population of North Alabama, with a very few exceptions that I have specified,

are as much disposed to obey the law as any couniuuiity that have been in the viciuago

of war and destruction, such as have beeii seen iu the South, and I think, perhaps,

more so than many couimunities of the country; much more so, because North Ala-

bama has been the scene of a great deal of war and bloodshed, and was the home of

several partisan companies, and large numbers of these men are now among tho

best conservators of law in the country to my jiersonal knowledge.
Question. What do you mean by partisan companies f

Answer. I mean those companies, independent organizations during the late war

;

North Alabama, as you are aware, was occupied by the contending armies alternately

several times, and the tendency Avas to leave men behind, tlie result of wliich was the
organization of partisan companies. That is my understanding ot the history of
affairs in tliis county. JMany of these men are here yet, and many of them I know, and
they are like all the quiet law-abitliug citizens that you Bud in auy community iu the
land. I know of no difference ; they hiiw the sauie interests at stake that men have
everywheni for the support of law and order. They exercise tho same vigilance that
men do everywhere, and protect their own interests.

Question. Was there not a good deal of difference in political opinion when the war
broke out in Northern Alabama, some for the side of the Union, and others the side of

the confederacy ?

Ansivcr. Tlie information I have on that subject is from persons who were residents

here, and from the general traditions of the land in that ])artioular, as I was not here.

My understaudiug is that there was in Madison County, I think, about five or six to

one, opi)ose(l to the secession niovenient.

Question. Madison is the county in which Huntsville is situated ?

Answer. Yes, sii', and in all the mountain counties of which this district is composed,
territorially, at least, there was a most decisive and aggressive Union sentiment, and
there was a strong disposition, wliieh never found its way into organization, but was a
very strong feeling, to organize all North Alabama hbove the liuo of the mountains, and
fight it out at the foot of the mountains of North Alabama.

Queslioii. That mountain range being south of North Alabama?
Ansuer. Yes, sir ; that sentiment prevailed in North Alabama at that time. There

were large luimhers of Union men thiue at that time, and every man acquainted with
the political history of Alabama is well aware ot the fact that the prevailing sentiment
of North Alabama vias violently Union.

Qucsiion. What do you know about these Federal soldiers, residing in the counties of

Walker, Winston, and Fayette, in Northwestern Alabama ?

^Uisirer. Those counties lie in the northwestern quarter of the State. I was ap-

pointed adjutant of a regiment called the First Alabiima Cavalry, and the bulk of the
soldiers composing that regiment were drawn froui the counties of Walker, Winston, aud
Fayette, in North Alabama—the mountain counties. There were soldiers from the
other portions of the South ; some from Tennessee, and some from Georgia, and some
from Mississippi ; but the large ma ji)rity of them came from these counties down tliere,

and were eulisted directl5- from their homes. They were opposed to the war in tho
start. I think the number enlisted iu the command, first and last, was tweuty-seveu
hundred.
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Question. In these three counties ?

Answer. Yes; that was the general territory from which the regiment drew its

force. I think the number was twenty-seven hundi'ed, but I am not positive ; that is

my recollection of it now.
Qucstmi, Were they mostly young men ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the large majority were men ranging from eighteen to thirty-five
years.

Question. What was generally their condition as to property ; were they poor or rich
men or otherwise ?

Ansrver. I think the majority of the men were poor. They lived in a mountain coun-
try. The country there is very poor, and the bulk of them were poor men.

Quesiio)). Tell us how your courts administer the law, so far as you have observed,
when persons who are fairly proven guilty are brought before them. Ls there any
trouble in procuring a conviction for any otienso, where the case is fairly made out
against the party arraigned, in this region of Alabama ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. There is this : I think, perhaps, there may be an in-

disposition to convict men in some cases in which homicides result from personal en-
counters, where the mere color of aggression can be given to the assailant, or the man
who loses his life ; but that, I think, is common to many communities in the South and
West.

Question. Was it not always so ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it was. I have seen it manifested in the Northwest, and I

thmkit exists in the South. A killing frequently finds palliation in the minds of a jury
from some colorable oliense, perhaps not dangerous, which is olfered to the party
charged.

Question. I call your attention particularly to that class of cases where men have
been violently, secretly, and wantonly injuring persons in their lives, their liberty, and
their property ; doing it either under the guise of night, or in any other clandestine
way. Would men of that sort, when brought before your coit?ts, be punished ?

Ansiver. I do not think there is any doubt but what they would. I think at present
the great danger would be that they would be treated with perhaps more severity than
they might merit in many cases.

Question. Is the general sentiment of most of your people here opposed to all that
class of conduct—Ku-Klax organizatious and redress of that character f

Answer. I think so; most decidedly opposed to it, and opposed to all secret organi-
zations which liavo a tendency to disturb the order of the community or the security
of property aud the protection of labor. I think all organizatious that disturb these
interests are most decidedly frowned upon.

Question. Is the condemnation of all that class of offenses shared in alike by men of
all political ijarties ?

Answer. I think it is ; I think it is shared by all men in the country who have those
interests at stake—all the good citizens who have the interests of labor and property
and personal protection at stake and who do not rely upon their reckless character to
protect them.

Question. Have you in this general region of country many men who have, since the
wai', come from the northern and western States, and settled here ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; we have a large number of them.
Question. How are they generally treated by their neighbors, and how do they feel

in reference to their safety and seciirity here ?

Ansiver. I think they are well treated ; I do not remember of a case of violence
oli'ered to a northern man in this community. If one has occurred within my knowl-
edge, it has escaped me, and there are a number of them here.

Question. Are you pei'sonally acquainted with them 'I

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I know tlie majority of northern men here. I do not think there is

a sense of insecurity felt by these men on grounds of nativity or politics or anything
of the sort.

Question. Have you heard those men speak of this subject at all yourself in your
general conversations '?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard it I'emarked upon. I have heard men say, in regard
to them, that they had no apprehension of personal danger on account of tlieir being
northern men ; I do not think there is any general apprehension of that kind.

Question. Tell the committee whether or not it is safe in this general region of Ala-
bama for a man who is a republican in politics to express his sentiments without per-

sonal danger to himself. Can a republican express his views of politics without run-
ning the risk of personal danger ?

jlnswcr. I do not think he is in any danger whatever.
Question. Do they do it?

Answer. Certaiidy. Street discussions arc as common here as they would be in any
place so far as 1 know. I do not reraeluber of any disturbance of a public meeting

38 B
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that -was Ijcing addressed by republicans. The ouly demonstration of violence I have
ever seen here was in a democratic mass-meeting.

Qacsiioii. Was that among themselves, or how was it ?

Answer. It Avas an affray that was occasioned by j)erhaps some address made to the
speaker on the stand through misapprehension ; that was the only disturbance I have
ever known here.

Qttcsiion. Political discussions are freely held by both parties?
Ansivei: Yes, sir, as much so as anywhere in the world. Public gatherings for poli-

tical speaking and communication are as free in Northern Alabama, so far as my knowl-
edge goes, and I have seen considerable of it here in town, as in any place I have ever
been in in my life, and I have seen a great deal of it. I have attended many public
gatherings.

Question. When these disguised men undertake their marauding expeditions at night,
is it your information that they have political or personal pm-poses, so far as they have
been brought before you ?

Answer. I think it is i^ersonal, undoubtedly, sir; undoubtedly personal.
Question. And not political?

Answer. No, sir, I think not. I think there are very few men who regard it as polit-

ical now. In nearly every case in which violence has been offered by disguised men,
their motive may be explained upon the grounds of personal animosity ; in nearly every
case that has come under my observation, or w'ithiu my hearing, that has been the
fact.

Question. Wo have had a witness before us in Washington, and perhaps you may
know him, as he figured largely in this regiou of country—a Methodist minister by the
name of A. L. Lakiu

Answer. A. t?. Lakin.
Question. Who spoke of a great deal of very bad treatment to himself during the

four years that ho resided here. Do you know him?
Ansrcer. Yes, sir. I kndw him well.

Question. Have you had any conversation with him that would indicate the extent
of nia]treatm(?nt that he had received? and, if so, tell us-when and what they were.

Ansicer. There is but once in my life that I recollect of having a conversation of that
character with Mr. Lakiu, and it arose under peculiar circumstances that amused me,
and caused me to remember it, I suppose.

Question. Give us the date of that conversation, if you can.

Answer. I sliould think it was, perhaps, twelve montlis ago. I was on the street

here, and some one told me that Mr. Lakin liad been killed ; that he had been shot in

the mountains. I expressed surprise at that, and started down the street, after a con-

versation with a friend. I left him, and had not gone twenty sto\»s until I came across

Mr. Lakiu, walking on the street. I shook hands with him, and expressed my sur-

prise at meeting him, and repeated to him wliat I had just heard. Ho seemed, to be
amused at the report, and said to me, '' My dear sir, I have never l)eon treated with more
Txuiforni kindness, courtesy, and hospitality than I have on my last trip through the
mountains;" and he then repcati-d the; fact that aeomumiiity, I think in Jones's Cove

—

some community there that he alleged had l)eeu hostile to him betbrcthat—had treated

him with jjcrsoual consideration on his last trip. The reason why I remember this

cjisual conversation was the peculiar circumstances under which it occurred, and the
contrast that his statement presented in regard to himself and the fact i had just

heard of him.
Question. Did h(^ speak to you in any way of the general treatment of this commu-

nity toward him ?

Answer. Not of this community in this county. He referred to his general treatment
in his circuit. I think his circuit embraces quite an area of country of North Alabama
lying east of here—Marshall, Cherokee, and De Kalb Counties. I think that is the

fact. 'l understood him to have returned from a trip through these counties. I know
very little of him.

Que-ition. Apart from your own knowledge, what was the general estimate of him
through this eommunity, so far as you heard others speak of him?

Answer. The; general reputation of Mr. Lakin here was, that he was equally as zealous

in his efforts at political conversion as he was in his efforts as a minister of the gospel,

and the [jopiilar understanding, whether true or not, was that Mr. Lakin organized po-

litical clubs or leagues, or whatever they may have been called, on his circuit, and that

he uuide it a part of his duty and business to do that. That was the popular under-

standing as I have heard it ; whether true or not, I (h) not know. lu this town I have
never heard him make a political speech, but I have understood from mon, in whose
integrity I have faith, that he was in the habit of making political speeches, and de-

voting considerat)le attention to it, and taking deep interest in it. I believe that to be

true.

Question. With regard to the general character of his statements, how was lie re-
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garded, as a man estravagaut in his general form of statement, or as strictly confining

himself to the truth ?

Answer. There are large numbers of men here who do not believe that Mr. Lakiu
always told the truth.

Question. Siieaking IVom what you liave heard, what was his general character in

that regard ; \\'as it good or bad, as regards that ?

Answer. It is bad. The general character Mr. Lakin bears here, for confining himself

absolutely to the truth in all that he says, is not good. Any facts upon which that

opinion is based I am not aware of, but that is his general reputation.

By the Chairman :

Question. How long have you lived in Huntsville ?

Answer. I have lived in Huntsville since about the Ist of February, 1866.

Question. Continuously ?

Aniiiwer. Yes, sir; continuously, except on
Question. Did you marry here ?

Answer. No, sir ; I am not a married man.
Question. What was your employment before you were appointed clerk of the dis-

trict court in Huntsville V

Answer. I came here as clerk of the court.

Question. You have held this office ever since ?

Answer. Yes, sir; ever since I have been here.

Question. Have you followed any other business than that s

Answer. No, sir. I was in partnership with Captain Fullerton in the practice of law,

but the duties of my office confined me principally to the office. I had some practice,

but not much.
Question. In the investigation which was kad on the complaint of William Hender-

son, I will ask you whether Calvin Goodloe was examined as a witness?
Answer. Y'es, sir.

question. Was Goodloe the man with whom Henderson had been living, or upon
whose farm he hail been working, for some time previously?

Answer. It was in proof that he was.
Question. Wiurt was Goodloe's standing as a man of character and truth ?

Answer. I think it was very good, sir:' as good as that of any man in the country, so

far as I know.
Question. I will ask you to state whether Goodloe, upon that examination before you,

did not testify that Henderson had had no difficulty with auy one, to his knowledge?
Answe): I think he did, sir. That is in the testimony. My recollection is, though,

that he testified about that fact.

QueMion. Did he not further testify that he considered his character as good as any
negro's ?

Answer. I think he said he had the average character, but I have heard it alleged

that Mr. Goodloe did not think they had souls, and that characters were not essentially

connected with the negro's existence ; that character was not necessarily connected

with a negro's existence. He is reported to have said that.

Question. Do you know that he held such sentiments ?

Answer. I have hoard it alleged.

Question. Who alleged it ?

Answer. Mr. Davis.
Question. What Davis ?

Answer. Mr. Nicholas Davis. I think he alleged it in connection with that state-

ment of Mr. Goodloe's. It may have been jocular.

Question. Was Mr. Davis a lawyer in the case ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What part did he play in that trial ?

Answer. I do not think he played auy whatever.
Question. Did he make tlie remark loud enough for Mr. Goodloe to hear it ?

Answer. I do not think he was present. I think Mr. Davis made the statement in

connection, perhaps, with somebody else.

Question. For the puri)ose of influencing your judgment in this case ?

Ansicer. No, sir. It was after the decision was rendered.

Question. I will ask whether Mr. Goodloe did not state in express terms that, from all

he had heard spoken of this nuvn Henderson, his general character was' good ?

Answer. He may have said it.

Question. Just look at the evidence which you have produced here, and say whether
he did say so in so many terms, right at the conclusion of his testimony.

Ansiver. [Referring to the record of Goodloe's evidence, which will be found in the

paper given at the end of the testimony of this witness.] I find on reference to the

testimony, that he says : " His character is as good as the average negroes of the

county. I can't say as to his general character."
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Question. I will ask you to state whether the last two lines of his testimouydo not
read as follows: " From all I have heard speak of him, his general character is good."

Ansivcr. He says :
" From all I have heard speak of him, his general character ia

good." That is in answer to an interrogatory of Colonel Minnis, district attorney. It

oscaped my notice.

Question. That was upon cross-examination ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did not Mr. Goodloe, upon his examination in chief, state as follows: "I
know of no difficnlty that he (referring to Henderson) had with any one. In his dispo-

sition I consider him an ordinary man, and an obedient one. I consider his character
as good as any Jiegro's ?"

Ansu-er. He did.

Question. You say that was his testimony in chief?

Answer. That was his testimony as reported.

Question. How, then, did you state, as you have done in your examination by Mr.
Beck, that all the evidence went to show that Henderson was a bad man, and unworthy
of belief?

Answer. Every witness who was asked in regard to his integrity, and his character
for integrity and veracity, by the defense, testified to that fact, and if Mr. Goodloe was
inquired of in regard to his character for integrity, I do not recollect it. The testi-

mony will show. My recollection, though, is that he was not.

Question. Do you deny that Mr. Goodloe testided as I have read to you?
Answer. 0, no, sir.

Question. Has he not subscribed his statement that is here?
Answer. I think he has. I do not remember now that Mr. Goodloe was inquired of

for his charncter for veracity. If he.was, I do not now recollect it.

Question. When he stated that he considered his character as good as any negro's,

did you not consider that that involved his character for veracity ?

Answer. If a lawyer was inquired of in regard to the character of a man, as to his

veracity, I suppfxse he would express himself so, and inasmuch as that i>roof does not
involve the matter of veracity, I would not attempt to di-aw conclusions, for I do not
know. He may have meant that, and may not. He might easily have been inquired of

in regard to veracity.

Question. When Mr. Goodloe testified in direct terms that, from all he had heard speak
of this man Henderson, his general character was good, did it not necessarily result

that he considered his character for veracity good ?

Anstver. Well, sir, I would not attempt to say, for I do not know. He has said in

another place tliat liis character was as gof)d as any negro, and what he may have
meant by that, I cannot attempt to say. The testimony is as easily construed by one
as by another. It was reported ; it was heard by me as commissioner, and reported
just as it is l)efore the committee here.

Question. You say Mr. Goodloe is a first-class man ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And this man Henderson had been working for him a good while?
Answer. Yes, sir; several months, I think.

Questiov. Mr. Goodloe bad every opportunitv of knowing what Avas the man's char-

acter ?

Ans^cer. He had the ordinary opportunities that a planter has of knowing the char-

acter of a negro on his place. What his experience with him was, I do not know.
Question. Did all the witnesses th;it testified against Henderson's character for truth

and veracity inofess to be well acquainted with his character?
Answer. I tliink so, but I am nor positive. It strikes me that there was one party

who testified to having had a very brief acquaintance with him, but I do not now recol-

lect his name.
Question. Hendei-son testified before us that three or four of these witnesses he had

never known before, who testified against his character. What do you know in rela-

tion to that ?

Atisicer. I do not know anything about it. Some of the parties had lived quite a
distance from Mr. Goodloe, but same of them testified, I think, that William had
lived in their neighborhood, if I recollect aright.

Question. 1 will ask you whether the testimony of Mr. Goodloe did not very strongly

corroljorate Mr. Henderson as to the f\\ct of his having been thrown into the river and
having crawled out ?

Answer. I think it did.

Question. Had you any doubt in your mind, after listening to the evidence, that Hen-
derson had been inaltreated in the manner in whicli he had himself described?

Answer. I had very little doubt that he had been the subject of some violence, but
to what extent it w'asriglit difticult to tell. He appears to have returned in a battered
and dilapidated condition in the morning, and gave evidence of having been through
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Bome (lif3ficulty, and Mr. Mathews testifies that he charged him, from his conditiou, with
having been drunk, and Mr. Goodloe testifies to numbers of marks on his bauds.

Question. On his wrists ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, on his Avrists. I think he refers also to having gone to the spot
•where Henderson came out of the river, and having seen the marks.

Question. Did he not testify of having seen the tracks of Henderson and of the
horses ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir, I think so.

Question. Did he not testify that he found the skill" and the signs that corroborated
Henderson's statement ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so, as far as they went, in relation to the fact of violence
having been done.

Question. Then you had no doubt Henderson had been maltreated, but you doubted
whether the evidence justified you iu holding the men who were arrested f

Answer. Yes, sir, that was the fact. I had no doubt but ho had beeu in difficuUy of
Bome sort, and I thought it was altogether probable that the general features of it

—

the occurrence—leaving out the parties charged, were essentially true as ho stated.

Question. Did he, iu the testimony before you, speak of the disguise these men had
on?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You had no doubt, then, Mr. Day, that this was a fair Ku-Klux case, had
you?
Answer. Well, I think that disguised men offered this negro violence.
Question. Your answer is that you think that disguised men offered this man Hender-

son violence ?

Answer. I think so, sir. I think it is a candid aud fair conclusion to draw from the
testimony.

Question. Were the disguises such as the Ku-Klux organization are understood to
wear ?

Answer. My understanding is that they were not.

Question. Wherein was the difference ?

Answer. I will have to refer to the testimony, which, I believe, recites the fact that
the only disguise they had was a mere veil hanging over the face ; that he did not
claim any disguise of the body. The testimony in that particular is, however, before
you.

QuestioiL Please refresh your recollection by looking at Henderson's testimony.
Anstcer. [Having examined the testimony.] Henderson testifies that he saw Mr. Duce

Lindsay. He says, "I knew him by a veil in his hat, and it turned back over his

head from over his face, aud the veil came down from the face to the shoulders behind."
Question. Is that all he says in relation to the disguise ?

Answer. I will examine further. He says :
" They had on black and white trimmings

around the tail, and the cape came down about half-way, and had white trimming
around it. All were dressed the same way, and white trimming around the wrist."

Question. Did he give any further description of the disguise?
Answer. He says :

" They had on black overcoats, aud with the trimming around the
tail, aud a cape that came down about one-half of the way, and whito trimmings
around it, aud all were dressed in the same way, (white,) and white trimmings around
the wrist." He does not describe that as a disguise particularly, but he states that it

was uniform and a dress.

Bj^ Mr. Buckley :

Question. Does that correspond to the usual form of Ku-Klux disguises worn, in your
opinion ?

Answer. I never saw them but once, or iierhaxis twice, aud they were all dressed in
white at that time. I saw them on the streets.

Question. These disguises differed from the ones you saw in what particular ? The
others were all white ?

|
Answer. These dresses as described here differ from any of the costumes I have ever

Been.

Question. Do you understand that the costume worn is uniform always, or do they
vary ?

Answer. I do not know. I have never seen it but once, and jierhaps twice, aud tuey
were in white then.

By the CHALRM.iN

:

Questimi. Is there a general correspondence in his descrijition of the uniform of these
men with those worn by the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. Not that I am aware of. ,

Question. Wherein is the difference ?

Answer. The only persons I have ever seen who were recognized as Ku-Klux was a
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body of men ^vlio passed across the square iu Huntsville
;
perhaps I saw it twice ; I am

not positive.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. How long ago ?

Answer. That was in the last of 1866 or first of 1867, I think. These persons were all

dressed in white, loose robes, or what resembled a robe that covered and disguised
them completely, and tbey had some disguise about the head that covered the face and
eyes, with a peculiar hat or cap, of a description which I have now forgotten, but it

concealed the whole upper part of the person, features and all. The rest were dis-

guised in different ways, but with a covering that screened them from view.

By the Chairmaj^ :

Question. Does not the description given by Henderson of the men who maltreated
him, show that their persons wore disguised down to their knees, and that their faces
were disguised ?

Answer. He says their faces, if I remember aright, were disguised, but he describes the
covering of the persons as an overcoat. How far that would be a disguise I cannot say,

although he describes a peculiar trimming which makes it a uniform, if I recollect
aright, a border to the capo or coat.

Question. I understand you to say, Mr. Day," that there is a general indisposition iu
the courts to convict persons of homicides ?

Answer. I stated, giving at the same time the peculiarities of the indisposition, I
think.

Question. I think you said that you saw no difference in the administration of crim-
inal justice, where honiicides were committed, between the South and the Northwest?

Answer. I stated, or intended to state this : that I thought there was a disposi-

tion on the part of juries to palliate offenses where a colorable aggressive act might be
imputed to the party whoso life was taken in the Northwest and in the South, and that,
therefore, it was more difficult to punish homicides that were, under the law, murder.
I believe that to be true. I believe the fault to be in the juries.

Question. Did I understand you to mean that the administration of criminal law ia
the South is as certain as it is in the Northwest ?

Ansicer. Hardly as certain, I think.
Question. I unilerstood you to say that there was no trouble in convicting men, banded

together for the purpose of committing crime, in the courts of North Alabama.
Ansiver. I say that I do not think thero would be any trouble. I do not know that

I have known a case to be tried and the issue directly made.
Question. Do you refer now to the State courts ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and the Federal, too, as to their disposition to punish these offenses.

Question. Have you ever, within your experience, known of the conviction of any mau
who was charged with being a member of the Ku-Klux organization, and with having
committed a specific crime i

Answer. No, sir, I do not think that, since the laws passed making that an offense,

charges of that character have been made against them as Ku-Klux.

By Jlr. BucKLKY

:

QueniioR. Do yon mean the State laws or United States laws ?

Answer. The State laws. I do not now remember a case. I do not think one has
come within my knowledge, though it might have occurred.

By the Ciiaiumax :

Question. You have been pretty well acquainted with the condition of things iu thia
portion of Alabama a« to peace, ipiiet, and order since 1868 ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I have had the ordinary means of observation that all citizens
have.

Qa(^tion. I will ask you to state whether you believe that, as far back as December,
1868. there existed a " secret organization, in many portions of this State, of men who,
under the cover of nuisiis and other grotesque disguises, armed with knives, revolvers,
and other deadly weapons, issued from the phaco of their rendezvous, iu bands of greater
or less number, on foot or mounted on horses, in like manner disguised, in the late hours
of the niglit, and committed violence and outrage upon peaceable and law-abiding citi-

zens, robbing and murdering them upon the highway, and entering their houses, tear-

ing them from their homes aud the embrace of tlieir fajnilies, and with violence, threats,
and insults, inflicting on them the most cruel and inhuman treatment." Do you be-
lieve that that state of Ihings existed in Northern Alabama iu December, 1868 ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. The grounds of my disbelief it may be proper to state. I
know a number of men whom I believe to have been members of that organization, or
vhom I believe to have l)een cognizant of the general facts connected with the organi-
zation, aud from my general eouversatiou with them, as men whoiu I was meeting daily,
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I have been led to believe that the organization did not exist as late as December, 1S6S.
I do not know that to be true, but that is my belief. It is very probable that the opin-
ion is not entitled to great weight in that particular, but my opinion is that, as an or-

ganization, it did i;ot exist as late as that. I may not be correct, however.
Quesiio)). You do i)clieve it existed prior to that time in Northern Alabama ?

Aijsivcr. I think there wa.s an organization existing during the year 1B67, and, per-
haps, embodying a portion of the years before and after that.

Question. Do you think that organization existed about the time of the presidential
election in ISGS ?

An>iicfr. Vv'hen was that election ?

Question. That election was in November, 1868.
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you sec a sample of that organization in the streets of Huntsville at
that time /

Answer. I saw a portion of that organization—I think it was in the summer some
time. I cannot fix the date, for that escaped my mind, but I saw a body of men I be-
lieve to be a portion of that organization.

Question. Where ?

Answer. Passing the streets of Huntsville.
^MC's/iOH. What eri'and were they bound on ?

Answer. I do not know. They came into town and rode out again.
Question. Were they armed?
Answer. Yes, sir ; v/ith jnstols and shot-guns. /
Question. Did you seo them the night of the raid committed by them about that time ?

Ansieer. No, sir; not that I know of.

Question. Did you see a body of Ku-Klux here about the time of the presidential elec-

tion, or when a political meeting was held in this court-house, when Senator Spencer,
Judge Thurlow, and others were expected to speak here ?

Ansiccr. I saw a body of disguised men ride into town that night and turn al)out and
ride out again.

Question. The night that Judge Thurlow was shot ?

Ansrecr. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they disguised ?

Anstccr. Y'^es, sir.

Question. Were their horses disguised ?

Answer. I think they wei'e.

Question. Were they armed ?

Answer. I think they were. I kuow that some of them were ; I saw the i)istols in

their hands.
Quation. Do you believe they belonged to the Ku-Klux organization ?

Answer. It was my oiiinion at the time, and I have seen no reason to change it.

Question. Tht;t was a very short time before the passage of this act of December 26,

1868!
Answer. It was some months before. The exact date I cannot fix. In fact, I have

no means of ascertaining the date.

Question. I will ask you uoav to look at the law of Alabama, apiiroved December 26,

1868, entitled '• An act for the suppression of secret organizations of men disguising
themselves lor the i^urpose of committing crimes and outrages," and to read the pream-
ble of the act, preliminary to a question which I want to ask you.

Ansicer. [Examining the act submitted.] I have read it.

Question. Having read it, I now repeat the question whether you believe that, at the
time the act was passed containing this preamble, the facts recited in the preamble
were true ?

Ansivei: My belief is that there was no organization called the Ku-Klux Klan at that
time. It is a mere belief from impressions I got.

Question. At what time do you say this Ku-Klax organization dissolved itself or was
dissolved ?

Answer. 1 cannot assign dates to it, but I think it was dissolved in the summer of

1868.

Question. But I understand you to admit that, in the summer of 1868, you saw a band
of Ku-Klux come into the town '/

Ansiver. Y'es, sir : that is my recollection.

(tuestion. 1 understand you "to say, further, that in November, some time about the
time of the Presidential election, you saw another band of Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I do not know that it was about the time of the i)resideutial election. It wae
about the time of a political meeting.

Question. Was it at the same time of the riot ?

Answer. It was at the time Judge Thurlow was killed.

Question. Do yon call the transactions of that CA'ening a simple homicide or a riot ?

I would like to get vour idea of it.
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JttSU'cr. I think that tho couduct of the parties was riotous.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did not that riot, as you term it, at which Judjio Thiirlow was shot, occur
on the Saturday night preceding the Presidential election ofl8(i8?
Answer. I cannot tell really the dates—a matter that escaped my mind. I do uot re-

member what the date was. K it did occur at that time, of course my testimony refers
to that date.

By the Chairman :

Question. Now, having in view this riot or riotous proceeding, as you have denomi-
nated it, the entrance ot this baud of Ku-Klux into the town at the time Judge Thur-
low was killed, I repeat tho question, whether you think tho Ku-Klux organization
bad an existence in this couutj' at that time.

Answer. I do not think it had as a general organization. Whether the subdivisions
of the organization, or whatever it maj' have been styled, maintained their local form
or not I do not know. What I havo stated are my opinions only.

Question. You nuiy give tho grounds of your opinion.
Ansivcr. It was from general rumor, general understanding. Nothing more.
Question. Perhaps you got your understanding from the Ku-Klux themselves?
Answer. I do uot kuow that I did.
Question. Do you kuow that you did uot ?

Anstvcr. No, sir.

Question. Did you know who the members of the Ku-Klux organization wero ?.

Answer. No, sir ; I did not.
Question. You were thou liable to be imposed upou as to that fact ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I presumo I was. I might be the subject of imposition in various
forms, undoubtedly, if men sought to effect a purpo.se of that kind.

Question. Arc you acquainted with any person whom you know to have belonged to
the Ku-Klux organization ?

Answer. No, sir ; not whom I knew to be a member of the Ku-Klux.
^ Question. They practiced disgui.so in their sentiments and conversation as much a^ in
their costumes, did they not ?

Answer. I presume they did, sir. I have never, in a conversation with anyone, heard
him say that he was a Ku-Klux, and I could ouly form my opinion as to wlio were by
tho general character and standing of tlio men, and from the general character at tfee

time of this organization. I supposed that it embrac<!d a largo portion of tlie young
lucu of tlie country. That was my opinion and understanding.

Que-'ition. If this organization, known as the Ku-Klnx, ceased to exist, it must have
been at a particular time ; when was that time?
Answer 1 really, sir, am unable to fix it. I have stated to you my general b;-dief in re-

gard to the matter. In that I may be erroneous. I think that the Ijelief I have stated
was generally shared in the conuuunity. That was my understanding. It was the
general belief in the counnunity at the time this Ku-Klnx company rode into town in
November, when Judge Thurlow was killed. I do not remember about the especial
time, but mv recollection is that there was a general belief that the organization was
disbanded in the early fall of 18G3.

QuoiUon. Why disbanded at that time?
Anstvcr. I really am unable to give the reasons of the organization or dLsorganizatiou.
Question. Disbanded before tho election ?

Answer. I think so, sir. That is my recollectioii.

Qnestion. Did your informants give you no reason why it was thus disbanded ?

Answer. I do not renumdjer that I had any especial informant. My informatiou wan
framed from the gcueral tenor of conversation I heard at tho time iu regard to thcvso

matters
Question. Did you not hear that there wore great disturbances, riots, aud violouce at

various voting places in the fall of 1868, in this and in other States ?

Answer, ^ly general n-collection is that tliero were. I could uot attempt to iix them.
Question. You remember the riot at New Orleans, I suppose?
Answer. Yes, sir; I have forgotten tho date.

Question. Likewise so ions riots iu Mississippi?
Ansicer. I think there wero. Perhaps it was iu Jackson. I have a general recol-

lection of it. I remember tho general fact, acquiring my information, I suppose, fmm
reading the newspapers of tlio country that there was a great deal of disturbance of a
riotous character at the time.

Question. Still, you think these disturbances had no connection with the Ku-Klux
organizations?
A7mvcr. I luive no reason for thinking they had. I do not believe they had.
Question. You think the organization had been disbanded before ?

Ansicer. 1 think so, sir.
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Question. You think it did not exist as au instrument to influence results in the elecj

tion ofthat year ?

Aiimcer. I do not believe there was an organization in the fall, at the time the
presidential election occurred ; but I do not know, sir.

Question. You do not believe there were any combinations existing at that time for
the purpose of preventing Union men from voting ?

Ansiver. Well, I cannot say as'to that time; I do not know anything about it. I do
not know in regard to that, sir ; and if there were organizations of that sort, I know
nothing of them. I have no means of information on tliat subject.

Question. Did you read the rex^ublican newspapers about that period?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they not full of charges of the existence of such organizations ?

Answer. I think there were many charges of that sort, and are yet.
Question. Were they generally denied by the democratic papers ?

Answer. I think they were, generally.
Question. You believed the democratic pajiers rather than the republican ?

Answer. In the first place, I should prefer to have a man or a party ]iroveu guilty of
so grave a thing before I would accept the mere assertion of guilt, and whatever opin-
ion I entertainctl would be one that would be framed as I would frame any opinon in
reference to a general fitct that might exist in the country ; and I should not be apt
to accept the truth of au allegation of that sort until I had some evidence to show it to
be true.

Question. Do I understand you to say you discredit the newspaper statements
purporting to give accounts of riots here and there ? You do not believe them until
you have verified them by some satisfactory evidence ? •

Answer. I do not say that. What you understood, I do not know. That is not my
assertion at all.

Question. I do not know tliat I understood your answer. I want to know whether
you discredited the statements of the republican press in the fall of 1868, charging the
existence of combinations of men to intimidate and overawe the Union men in the
Southern States and prevent them from voting.

Answer. I cannot say that I attach either credit or discredit to that. Those charges,
or charges of a like character, are frequently here made through the southern countrj'
to-day, and I do not believe that they exist, and I might perhaps have regarded these
allegations as being more probable at that time in consequence, perhaps, of local organ-
izations or cliques that were more violent in their purposes than years afterward
when communities have receded further from the violent times of the war. But the
charges are made to-day as they were then, and where some of' them may be true to-

day—I do not pretend to say—I do not believe the general fact as charged to-day, and
I, perhaps, would attach as much credit in the one case as in the other.

Question. When you read the account of the great riot in New York, in 1863, did you
credit that ?

Ansiver. I think that was generally conceded by all parties.

Question. But you did not verify it by your own observation ?

Answer. I did not.

Question. You relied wholly on the newspaper account ?

Answa: 1 did.

Question. If you were to read in a newspaper to-day of a riot in Illinois, you would
credit the statement, would you not?

Answer. I probably would.
Q^ucstion. Do I still understand you to say that you discredit the statements of which

the newspapers were full, in 18C8, of riots at various points in the Southern States,
antecedent to or about the time of the election ?

Answer. All that I say in that particular is this: that the allegations of a violent
and I believe unscrupulous partisan press as exists in the country to-day, I am not
inclined to give credit to without some further evidence of the guilt and felony that
they profess to charge upon their opponents. That is all I desire to say.

Question. When yon refer to the unscrupulousness of the press, do you refer to the
republican press ?

Answer. I refer to whatever press is unscrupulous, but I think there is very much in

both, probably. But I make the statement general in reference to allegations—in

reference to the credit I would give to charges in the newspapers against men, of
violence or of felony.

Question. Then j'ou think the men who enacted this law in Deceii^ber, 1868, were
misinibrmed and wholly mistaken in relation to the condition of tniugs here in Ala-
bama ?

Answer. I have stated my belief that there was no general organization, no organi-
zation of what was popularly known as the Ku-Klux Klan at that time. Whatever
of a local character there may have been, I do not know, because I think violence in

disguise has been committed since.
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> Question. Perhaps this organization I have been speaking of as the Ku-Khix organi-

zation has changed its uaine, or gone by some other name since that time. What is

the fact ?

Answer. I have heard no change of name imputed to it.

Question. Have you ever heard of this secret organization being denominated by
any other name than Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I have not, sir.

Question. Have you ever heard of the Invisible Circle in this State ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Of the Knights of the White Camelia?
Ansivcr. I do not remember of ever having heard the words before.

Question. Of the Constitutional Union Guards ?

Answer. I do not remember it.

Question. You never heard of an organization of that name?
Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did you ever hear of an organization known as the White Brotherhood ?

'Ansiver. Not that I remember of, sir.

Question. About Avhat was the number of disguised men that rode into town at the
time Judge Thurlow was killed?

Ansiver. Well, sir ; I should think there were from one hundred to one hundred and
fifty. It is quite difficult to judge of a body of mounted men.

Question. Were their horses disguised?

Answer. I think they were.
Question. Were the costumes or uniform of the men similar ?

Ausicir. I think they were. They were all white.
Question. Did they seem to have a leader ?

Ansivcr. I saw no evidences of a leader. I heard some one afterward alleging the

fact that he heard an order given.

Question. Did they seem to obey one leader ?

Ansiver. They were merely marching across the street when I saw them. One man
Avas riding in iront. There was no occasion for the issuing of orders. Whether any
one had autliority to issue them or not, I cannot say. I presume that there was.

Question. What do you think of this body of men ; were they part of a secret organ-

ization ?

Ansiver. Tluit was my opinion, that they were a secret body of men organ-

ized together.
Question. For what purpose did you believe they Avere banded together?

Ansivcr. I had very little idea at that time, and I think there was very little known of

their purpose ; but" I think the general understanding, the jiopular understanding of

their luirpose, was that it was to prevent disorder and violence.

Question. Did you understand that their purpose was to supersede the ordinary func-

tion of the courts to prevent disorder and violence ?

Answer. My understanding was, that men might commit such offenses as would re-

sult in punisliincnt by that organization, especially if these offenses were not taken
cognizance of by the courts.

Question. But you have represented the condition of things here in the courts as alto-

gether lovely, and that there was no difiiculty at all in obtaining redress in the courts

of justice. Why, then, was there necessity for an organization outside of the courts to

administer justice ?

Ansivcr. I do not krtow that I have spoken of the courts of 1867 and 1868 at all.

Question. I am speaking now of tlu' fall of 1868, when Judge Thurlow was murdered,
and wlu'u tliis baud, whether Ku-Klux or by whatever name they should be styled,

appeared in the streets of this city. Were youj.- courts in organization and in full ope-

ration at that time ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they were.
Question. Was there any trouble in redressing grievances in these courts ?

Answer. How it was outside of this immediare section of the country I do not know,
but ouv courts in this county were not doing much at that time ; very little.

Question. Was justice administered by these bands of disguised men generally at the

time ?

Ansiver. I do not think it was. I do not remember of any particular case. There
wen; killings. I do not remember any in this innuediate country here, but general re-

ports in these particulars; so far as their etibrts went to supersede courts of justice,

I do not remember any special attempt of the kind. I speak of the general iiapressiou

in the eountrj- in regard to this organization, and I do not know that I can substantiate

that impression by any instance. I am giving you the general impression of the coun-
try as fairly as I can remember it.

(j)u(.'«(/io)(. I understand you to express the opinion that this organization, whatever
't was, was organized for the purpose of administering justice in that class of cases of
which the court did not take cognizance. Am I right in that ?
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Answer. I meant to say it was understood tliat oifenses might arise in which, if the
courts ofjustice failed through iudispositiou or inability to reach them, it might result

in the punishment of these men by this organization. That was the general opinion.
Qucsiion. Will you tell me what offenses existed in the community that the powers

of the courts were ineffectual to reach or correct ?

Ansicer. As an illustration of what I mean, I would say that a killing might occur in
which in the popular mind there might be a positive belief of the guilt of the party, but
owing to the difficulty of making proof, parties could not be punished for it. I believe
that these pai-ties might bo punished by this organization under that state of facts.

Qucfiiioii. It is 5'our oi:)iuion,then, that the functions of this organization were limited
to cases of homicide where evidence would be insufficient to convict in a court of jus-
tice ?

Answer. I think not, sir. I use that merely as an illustration.

Question. What other offenses were included in the jurisdiction of this Ku-Klux or-

ganization ?

Ansiccr. I think there were many disordei's ; I think that theft, and arson, and many
violences common to communities might have been jjunished by these men.

Question. Were not theft and arson punished in your court ? Was there any diffi-

culty in punishing such offenders ?

Ansiver. I reckon not, if they could have been caught and the proof made.
Question. Then, where the necessity for this organization ?

Ansu'er. It is difficult to give illustrations of those particular and peculiar cases in
which i)opular opinion assigned to these men a hand in ];)unishment ; but I simply
give these cases as illustrative of what I believe was the i>opular impression as to the
organization at the time. I sim])ly desire to illustrate by these expressions what I un-
derstood to be the purpose of the organization at that time.

Question. I suppose this Ku-Klux organization gave a man a fair trial and a fair

opportunitjr' to prove his innocence ?

Ansiver. I really do not know. I have not the means of knowing what the machinery
of the organization was, or its method of administration.

Question. You have no information on that subject?
Ansiver. No information on that subject; in fact, I was not a Ku-Kluix, and am en-

deavoring to state, in response to your questions, as fairly as I can, what the popular
impression was in regard to that oiganization, as I understood it at the time.

Question. Was it the popular impression that this Ku-Klux organization meted out
justice generally ?

Answer. Well, I think that that opinion depended very much upon whether the party
rendering it sympathized with them or did not sympathize with them.

Question. That is to saj', his punishment depended upon the fact that he either sym-
pathized with them or did not ?

Ansiver. No, sir. I meant to say that the general opinion as to whether they would
do justice or would not do justice depended upon the fact as to whether the sympathies
of the party rendering the opinion were with the Ku-Klux organization ; in other
words, those who were enemies of the organization charged them with acts of violence

and injustice, and those who were friendly to the organization, or personal constituents

of it, would hold the other opinion. That was my general understanding.
Question. You conversed with both friends and enemies of this organization?
Ansu-er. I have both heard men express sympathy and men express animosity.
Question. Had you any reason to believe that those who expressed themselves in a

friendly manner toward the objects of this organization belonged to it themselves?
Answer. No, sir; I had no means of knowing. I never had any means of knowing

any individual who was a member of the organization.
Question. Did these friends of the Ku-Klux proceedings or those who sought to justify

the Ku-Klux ever inform you as to the x)lan upon which they proceed when about to

lynch a man ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did you understand that they ever had anything like a trial, either with
the accused present or in his absence?
Answer. No, sir; I never understood it was carried to that extent.

Question. Did you ever know mistakes made by the Ku-Klux organization in the

l)uuishment they inflicted ?

Answer. Well, I think the whole organization is a mistake, so far as that is concerned,

and if you refer to any case whore they undertook to administer individual judgment,
I, from my own stand-point, think that every attempt of this kind to vindicate order

or punish offenses was an offense in itself corresponding in violence to that of an indi-

vidual doing the same thing.

Question. Did you ever hear of any case of men being punished on account of obnox-
ious sentiments by this Ku-Klux order?
Answer, I do not remember any individual case. I remember the frequent allega-

tions through the press of occurrences of that character, but any individual case I do
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not recall now, and I do not think any have been alleged here, although they may
have bee;n. I speak only from indistinct recollection.

Question. Did you ever hear any cases of men being Ku-Kluxed because they were
influential, leading republicans or radicals, as they are called here ?

Aniiwcr. I do not remember any case in this county.

Question. You never heard of any ?

Ansive): I remember only the allegations of the press in that particular, which have
been frequent—very frequent.

Question. You distrusted the correctness of the statements you read in the news-
papers ?

Answer. Well, I thought it might be true and might not. I treated it as I would
any allegations, sir. It might be true and might not.

(At 1.30 p. m. the committee took a recess until half jiast 2 o'clock, when the exam-
ination of the witness, Lionel W. Day, was resumed, as follows :)

By the Ch^urman :

Question. With which party do you affiliate at this time ?

Answer. I have voted but once in the State of Alabama; I then voted for the demo-
cratic nominee.

Question. When was that ?

Answer. That was in the last State election, last fall.

Question. Have you ever been a delegate to any democratic convention?
Anstvcr. Yes, sir ; I was a delegate to a convention holden at Gadsden before the

last congressional election, before the election of Judge Dox, at which convention he
Was nominated.

Question. Did you comjiete with Mr. Dox at that convention for the nomination to

Congress?
Answer. I did not.

Question Was your name presented to the convention ? •

Atiswer. It was not.

Question. You had no aspirations that way ?

Answa: My nanie was mentioned by some gentlemen from Huntsville, but never
used or considered in competition with Judge Dox.

Question. Was your name i^resented with your approbation?
Answer. It was not presented at all to the convention.
Question. You were not an aspirant, I understand you ?

Answer. I stated this in regard to that matter, that I was not an aspirant and did not
desire the nomination. It was suggested by some parties that my nomination perhaps

.

would be a proper and advantageous one politically, and I stated to whoever named
it to me that I was utterly indiii'erent as to whetlier I was nominated or not. But I

did not desire the position, and never have.

QueMion. How has it hapiiened that you have never voted during your five years'

residence in Alabama ?

Ansiccr. I never have registered.

Question. When did you register?

Answer. That is of record in the ^jrobatc judge's office. When was the election herfe

last for Representative ?

Mr. Buckley. In November last.

The Witness. I think perhaps I might have registered in October. My reason for

registering especially was, I had personal friends in the county canvass for whom I

desired to vote, and to whom, for personal reasons, I desired to render aid.

By the Ciuirman :

Question. Did you vote the entire democratic ticket ?

Ansiccr. I think I did.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did you have objection to registering before that date?
Answer. I had had some doubts as to the construction of the oath embodied in the

constitution of the State.

Question. You mean the oath in which a person promises not to interfere with the
political rights of other persons ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I had doubts of this character, as to whether it bound a man abso<-

lutely to the pursuit of that political faith; whether he thought the necessities of the

times required hiui to change—compelled him to change—his opinions as to the ques-

tion of negro suUVage. That was my doubt in the matter. I hesitated over that. I

finally came to this conclusion : that the oath was a part of the constitution of Ih©

State, and it bound the citizens in its observance only so long aa it wius a constitution

of the State, and that ho hiul the right, if he saw lit, to oppose the policy ui)hol(ling

this negro suti'rage, if he saw lit, after taking that oath. That was my conclusion,

finally.
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By tlie Chairman :

Question. Are you opposed to negro suffrage?
Answer. Well, sir, I am in doubt as to whether negro suffrage is a greater disadvan-

tage to the country at large than the former system of white suffrage, which was uni-

versal ; but as suffrage stands in the political organization of this State to-day, I can-
not say that I am opposed to it. I am opposed to it only in this sense, that I am op-
posed to universal suffrage under any state of facts.

Question. How would you limit it?

Answer. I would limit it by an educational and property qualification. That is my
private view.

Question. You would combine both ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I would represent intelligence and property both in the elective

franchises of the country.
Question. Would you have white suffrage qualified in the same manner?
Answer. Yes, sir. I believe that impartial suffrage is the correct theory.
Question. What do you meaii by impartial ?

Ansirer. Impartial so far as race and color are concerned.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Would you deprive white men that have exercised the elective franchise

at a former period of their life of their franchise now ?

Answa: I would not agitate, if I could, the deprivation of any white man's right

to vote, but I do not believe that the foundation of universal suffrage for a govern-
ment is a safe one.

By the CiiAiiiMAN

:

Question. How much propertv do you think a man should own to bo qualified to

vote?
Ansiccr. Well, so far as that is concerned, I would simply make his interest sufficient

to make him conservative of the material interests of the country.
Question. You Avould have him a laud-holder ?

Answci'. No, sir; I do not think I would. I do not think it is considered material by
those who agitate the question of property representation that the electors should be
holders of the soil.

Question. I would be glad to have your opinion as to how much property a mau
should own before he should exercise the privileges of voting.

Ansieer. I believe in some States there have existed property qualifications. What
the variety of judgment has been, as determined by the statute of these States, I do not
now remember.

Question. I am asking for your own opinion.

Ansiver. Well, I am not prepared to specify any amount that I know of. I should
think that such an interest in the iiroperty of the country as would require conserva-

tism in maintaining order and peace in the community, from motives of personal
interest, would answer the ends of that theory. I can hardly specify an amount.

Question. You spoke of having voted last fall with the democratic party ; are you
iu the confidence of that party in this comnuinity ?

Answer. Well, sir; I consider I have the corifidenccof the honest men in this commu-
nity.

Question. Of the democratic party ?

Ansjver. Yes, sir ; of the democratic party, and I think, perhaps, of the republicans
personally, but not iu a political sense f

Question. Not in a political sense ?

Ansiver. Not in a political sense, I presume, of the republican men of the communitj';
probably not, because they know my conservative tendency, and it would be unnatural

that there should be a bestowal of confidence under tiiat state of facts. I would not

seek it, and would not desire it.

Question. What are the present views of the democratic party in this ijart of the

State of Alabama iu relation to negro sufirage?

Answer. Well, sir, I think that if the question of negro sufirage were submitted to

the determination of those democrats that control public sentiment in Madison County
to-day, it woidd not be disturbed. I have a very decided belief that it would not. I

have heard many of them express their opinions to that effect.

Question. Do you think that there is a hearty acquiescence in the fifteenth amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States on the part of the democratic party in

this county ?

Answer. I think that there is this acquiescence: that which is yielded by men who
desire to obey the ascertained and settled laws of the land in regard to sufirage or any-

thing else, aiul I think that the general belief in this community is, that negro suffrage

is incorporated into the organic law of the land, that the franchise cannot be diverted

from the colored race without revolutionary efibrts, and that they do not desire any
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distiirbaiice of the sort, aod will not labor to that end under that state of facts. I be-
lieve that is the overwhelming sentiment, not only in Madison County, but throughout
the Tennessee Valley, which embraces the preponderance of intelligence and numbers
in these northern counties.

By Mr. Buckley :

Queslion. Are these views advocated by the democratic press in this county ?

Answer. I think there is a division. The Huntsville Democrat, I believe, is not in
favor of an avowed acquiescence.

QttcfsUon. Is it "new departure" in its tendencies ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; it is not. It is not in favor of an acquiescence with the theory of
the "new departure/' for this reason : that he conceives that such acquiescence would
commit the democratic party to the theories of the republican party, which he op-
poses

;
that it would so far commit it that it would not only be an indorsement of the

status of affairs now, but would place the democratic party in the position of advo-
cating those measures dc novo, provided they did not now exist.

Question. Is not that the leading organ of your party here ?

Answer. The Huntsville Democrat?
Qiieniion. Yes, sir.

Ansioer. Well, the Huntsville Independent has lately been sold out, I believe ; I
think that Mr. Clay represents a very decided minority on that issue.

Question. Does not his paper have the largest circulation in the county ?

Ansiccr. I do not know the figures. I can ascertain, if necessary.

By the CiiAinMAX :

Question. Is there a general recognition by the democratic party in this part of Ala-
bama of th(; reconstruction measures as constitutional and valid I

Answer. I do not think there is any question about it. I do not think any questiou
is made on it. I hear of none.

Question. When did the change occur in the views of the democratic partv in this
part of the State 1

Answer. I understand- tlie political view in this country to be this : that while they
believe that the luc^asures of Congress for the reconstruction of the Southern States
were, in many respects, unconstitutional; while the amendments were adopted with a
certain degree of arbitrary force by the Congress, determining what was a State and
what was not, at pleasure, yet these acts have passed into law, and being recognized
by the political department of tha Government as a part of the Constitution of the
United States, that they are in fact a part of the Constitution, and they can only be
set aside by the employn)en.t of the same means that were used in their institution.
That, I think, is the general sentiment of the democrats who are leading in this county
now.

Qiu'stion. Were the views of General Blair, as expressed in liis letter to Colonel Brod-
head, in .luly, 18uH, upon the eve of the democratic convention at New York, generally
appx'oved by the democratic party here ?

Answer. I think they were generally regarded as telling the truth in spirit. The
technicalities of the case may have changed their aspect. They came with an issue of
party. I think they were generally regarded, however, as being revolutionary in
their tendencies.

Question. Did he not in that letter declare his opinion to be that these reconstraction
measures were unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void ?

Answer. I think he did.
Qwslion. You say there was a general acquiescence by the democratic party in this

part of the country in that statement?
Answer. I think nii-n generally lielieved that these measures were the result of parti- •

sanship and were outside of the Constitution, and I think they quoted Mr. Stevens as
authority on the subject generally.

Question. When did the views of the democratic party undergo a change on that
subject ?

Answer. I think they underwent a change when the fifteenth amendment had
ripened these measures into the form of organic law. When they found it had passed
into an irrepealahle form except by revolutionary moans, they determiued to submit to
it, although it embodied sentiments they would not haVe regarded as binding except as
part of the Constitution.

Question. Are the democrats here in favor of what is known as the " new departure ?"
Answa: In this county at the last election but one for the legislature, the majority

for the ru[)uhlicans was three hundred, I think. In the last election the member advo-
cating the " new departure" was elected by nine hundred majority, leading his ticket
I think one hundred votes.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. When Avas that election f
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Answer. Last fall.

Question. Was not that before " new departure" came up?
Ansiver. O, no, sir.

By the Cuaiuman :

Question. Did not that " new departure " movement occur in the spring of the present
year ?

Answer. The " new departure " has been advocated in this part of the country by the
gentleman to whom I refer who was elected to the legislature, to my certain knowl-
edge, since a year ago last winter; for several of the editorials I read before they were
published.

Question. The same movement as advocated by Mr. Vallandigham ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The prominenco given to it by his advocacy did not make it an
original proposition with him. It was held before ho took hold of it.

Question. I understand you to say that the democratic party in this portion of Ala-
bama is at this time heartily in favor of this " new departure" movement ?

Answer. By Iicartily, I am unable to say what the c^uestiou means ; but I think that
the nominees ou that platform will be elected. I think that that was the sentiment
throughout the State, and I am quite certain from those in the confidence of Governor
Lindsaj' that he is in favor of the " new departure,'' and opposed to any further agita-
tion of the question of negro Miffrage. Ho assigns the reason given by the bulk of
those who favor the " uew d( parture," that it is the organic law, and it would be revo-
lutionary to attempt to overrurn it.

Question. Are the democratic party here at this time in favor of the fifteenth amend-
ment as a finality not to be disturbed f

Answer. I have no doubt in my mind but what they are.

Question. You are of opinion that if the democratic party were installed in power, ho
efibrt would be made to repeal that part of the Constitution ?

Answer. I am most decidedly of that oi)inion.

Question. I understand you to say that men coming from the northern and western
States are well treated here without exception ?

Answer. I do not remember vvhether I have stated anything in regard to exceptions.
I stated this : that I knew of no cases in which they had been interfered with.

Question. Then there are no exceptions to the civil treatment of men coming from
the northern and western States f

Answer. None that I know of.

Question. About how iTiauy residents have you in this county of Madison, from the
northern and western States, who came since the war ?

Answer. 1 cannot state positively, although I heard some gentleman who professed
to state, and whose name I have forgotten, though it came to me with some air of
authority, that there were between eighty and one hundred men in the county who had
come here.

Question. Do those men generally affiliate with the republican or democratic party?
Answer. I think there is a division. My impression is that jjcrhaps a majority"of

them affiliate with the republican party.
Question. Are they bold and outspoken in the expression of their opinions ?

Ansiver. I think they are aggressive.

Question. What do you mean by aggressive?
Answer. That they are inclined to assert them with a certain air of obtrusion.
Question. Obtrusion ? Has not every man in this country the right to express his

opinion ou all questions at all times and places?
Answer. Yes, sir; and I use the word "obtrusion" in the sense of opposition to the

repression of their sentiments. I think that men in this county—they have had a ma-
jority here—have been excessively bold and outspoken, free and undisguised in the
assertion and averment of their political sentiments. 1 liave yet to know of one man,
if my memory serves me aright, who has been interfered with.

Question. Why then do you say this expression has been obtrusive?
Answer. I have stated why. I Tised it in opposition to repression, as you seemed to

inquire whether men have been com})eiled to repress their political sentiments. I
say they have been Ijold—obtrusive.

Question. You do not mean offensively obtrusive ?

Answer. O, no, sir; not at all.

Question. What means have you of knowing that there is no sense of insecurity felt

by northern men in this community f

Ansiccr. I know large numbers of them, and I know of no case of comijlaint, and the
northern population here are very ready to complain of any want of notice or atten-
tion, and are sensitive upon the subject of their relation with the people her(;, and for
that reason 1 think that, if that state of facts suggested in the question had existed,

I should have known it. That is substantially my reason.

Question. Are northern men treated upon terms of social equality here ?
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Anstver. Well, I i-cckon that they follow the rule of humanity everywhere ; they G»d
their level. I have seen uo divergence from the rule. A inau who is a gentlemau
will receive the civilities of a gentleman. A man who is not, will assign himself to his

proper relations. I think that is the rule here, as in all other communities I have been
in. It is a mere question of social gravitation.

Question. Yon think, then, that uo distinction is made in this community in a man's
treatment on account of the place of his nativity f

Ansirer. 1 thinlc this, that a man who comes hei'c from the North is subject to a
closer scrutiny, in regard to his character and standing generally, than, perhaps, he
might be under other facts; and I think further, that that disposition on the part
of this community here—I cannot speak for any other southern community—to investi-

gate closely the character of men who appear here, has been stimulated by the fact
that many men have floated in that have been left behind by the Army, whose con-
duct has reasonably and i>roperly put such communities upon their inquiry as to their
character, and would put northern communities, under the same state of facts, upon
the same iucjuiry.

Question. Is the same investigation made as to a man's antecedents when be moves
here from the Southern States ?

Ansicer. I should think jirobably not; not as severe, perhaps, although I do not re-

member of any case ; no case has ever been called to my knowledge. There is no class
from which to form an opinion.

Quc'itiou. Why should there be a distinction in this respect?
Answer. I suppose it grows out of this fact, that the sections have been divided by

war, and that has l(;ft animosity behind that would necessarily create a certain bar be-
tween men, especially in their social relations, although I do not thiuk it does in their
business relations. Add to that the fact that a great many men have been left behind by
the Army, as every man with an experience in southern communities knows, to whom
credit would not l)e attached in northern communities, and to whom position, official

or otherwise, would not be assigned, as it is in luaviy cases iu southern communities
;

therefore I think it a reasonable suspicion on the part of tiie southern communities.
Question. Do I understand you to say that there is a feeling of animosity growing out

of the war still existing in this comnmnity agiiinst northern men?
Answer. You understand me to say simply what is patent to every man acquainted

with the facts, that men cannot associate together ordinarily,. cannot meet together
as strangers, who have undergone those sociiil and political (livisions that have been
])rowght about by the war, upon the same relations that they would if those divisions
did not exist. That is what 1 mean to say. I think that statement is true of all

communities.
Question. I am speaking of this community, and asking you the plain, direct ques-

tion, whether, in your opinion, th(;re is any animosity lingering here against men as
northern men, and because they were ideutilied with the movement of the Govern-
ment to suppress the rcl)ellion 1

Answer. Well, I think it raises siich a presumption against a man before ho is known,
and before he recommends himself by his personal conduct as a gentleman, as would
deprive him of the voluntary j)erson;il association of many ))ersons in the commnu-
it\'. I thiuk the case could ho considered as against him until by his personal associa
tion he had reconmiended himself as a good citizen.

Question. Dt)es it commend a northern man to greater favor in this community if he
joins tlu^ democratic party?

Answer. Well, it would commcud him to their favor, because there is a majority of
nine hundred in the county and six or .seven thousand in the district. It would com-
mend him to the ytolitical favor of the numerical majority on account of the political
attiliatiou, evidently ; and, inasnnich as the hulk of tin* gentlemen in this comnuinity
—of the well-meaning and sul)stantial citizens of this country—are conservatives or
democratic in their sentiments and ttiudencies, it would probably collect around him a
society that would be nuich larger aud more agreeable thau the other class of affilia-

tions suggested.
Question. Suppose two northern men were to come here of opposite jiolitics—one a

republican an<l the other a democrat—and secik to enter into business, wou.ld the dem-
ocrat secure more favor than the republican, on account of his political afriliatious ?

Answer. I think it would he tlie reverse, sir, because th(> republican merchants are
fev*iu the country; they are a little beliind in numbers, and Ihey wtuild be apt to
draw around them the trade of those who .vym[>athiz.? with them in political matters.
I know ruen of both parties who have come here and gone into trade, and I do not
know now that there are any facts iu their experience, under my observation, to enable,
mc to give an opinion. I know men of both political creed.s liave come here and suc-
ceeded.

Question. Both succeeded equally well ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. I know Mr. Vandeventer, here, a gentleman reliable in
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every respect, has been patrouizccl by every one, and has been successful. He is a man
of means, and is a republican. I know others who are conservatives.

Question. Do they talk politics ?

Ansiver. Mr. Vaudevcuter, a republican, has been a member of the board of county
conniiissioners, for, I think, some years. I do not remember the date of his appoint-
ment, but I have associated him with the board for a long time. He is a northern
man.

Question, With which party did you vote before coming South ?

Answer. I voted but once before coming South. I then voted for Mr. Lincoln at his
last election.

Questio)!. You say you have known of no demonstrations of violence, except in a
democratic meeting ?

Answer. I do not remember any.
Question. When did that occur ?

Answer. That was the 3d of August, in 1868.

Question. Are you acquainted with the counties of Limestone, Blount, Colbert, Fay-
ette, Coosa, Jackson, Morgan, Winston, and St. Clair ?

Ansiver. I have a general acquaintance through these counties ; some, I think, in

Coosa County. I do not remember any particular individual; that I know, whom I

recollect now, but I might be alDle to do so. I believe in all the other counties I have
acquaintauees.

Question. Did you ever hear of the Patoua disturbance in St. Clair County ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you hear of Luke and four colored men being killed in that county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That was last fall, was it not ?

Ansicer. I think it was last fall, or winter; I should think later.

Question. You think it was later than that ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think so. It occurred then. I should say at about that time, but
the date I do not recall.

Question. Did you understand that these men were killed by a band of Ku-Klux ?

Anstvcr. I think I did. My recollection is, that that was the statement I heard.
Question. Did you understand that they were banded together for that particular

purpose, or that they were a part of the Ku-Klux organization?
Answer. My understanding was oue derived in the main, if not wholly, from one of

the leading republicans of this district, who was a brigadier general in the Federal
Army, and is now a Federal office-holder, and, I presume, was in the main correct, for he
is a man of high iutegrity and character ; and, if I remember aright, the substantial fea-

. tures of it, as he rclated.it to me, were that the contest grew out of a personal diliSculty

between a negro and a white man, in which the white man, I think, slapped the negro
for allowing his horse to escape, which he had been holding at the door as he went into

the store ; that that slapping j)i'ovoked a vast amount of ill-feeling ; that the negroes
assembled in a body and fired upon the congregation coming fi-om the church, com-
posed of men, women, and children, and that afterward these men, in disguise, went
and took these parties out and hung them. That is substantially what I remember to
have learned of the transaction.

Question. Did you understand that anybody coming from the church was injured by
the firing ?

Answer. I do not remember, but I think not.

Question. These men were disguised and armed, were they ?

Answer. That is my recollection of it.

Question. About hov,' large a number ?

Answer. I have forgotten. I do not remember that I ever heard.
Question. Were they disguised after the manner of the Ku-Klux ?

Answer. I do not know what the disguise was. My information of the particulars of
the disguise, perhajjs, was gained from newspaper reports, and perhaps from the party
to whom 1 have referred as my relator, but my general idea was that their faces were
concealed so that they could not be identified.

Question. Have you heard of any recent disturbances in Limestone County ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard them reported here—disturbances of various charac-
ters there.

Question. Have you heard of punishment being inflicted by men banded together in

disguise ?

Answer. I think it is alleged that a party in the control of Captain Sam Moore, as
he is called, did some violence by attempting to drown or hang a man by the name
of Weir. I think they are said to have been in disguise. I am not certain, but that
is my recollection.

Question. Is that the only instance you remember in Limestone Ctmnty?
Answer. Of whipping in disguise?

39 A
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Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. That is tlje only one I now recollect.

Question. Within a year past ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; the only case in wliieb I remember to have heard it allejred that
disfijnisetl men acconii)lished anything. I think there was a popnlar statement here,
and I reckon it was true, that a body of men in d.isgnise went to the jail in Limestone
County one night, to liberate some one there, and the citizens came out and organized
and repelled them. They didn't effect the object of their visit.

Question. Are these the only instances you recall?
Answer. They are.

Question. Have you heard of any like instances in Blount?
Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not remember any cases in Blouut.
Question. Or in Colbert County ?

Answer. 1 believe this Holseapple case was from Colbert. I only remember the one
case ; the case charged by Henderson, about which I have testified.

Question. I will aslc the same ciuestion as to Coosa f

Answer. I do not remember any as to Coosa.
Question. Any in Fayette County ?

AnsiccT. Yes, sir ; there are allegations in regard to the whipping of a negro by the
name of William Bryant, by certain disgui8C(l parties there. I think he alleges that
they were disguised, but I am not certain of it. I will look at the complaint, and can
correct that if desired.

Question. Is William Bryant's case the only one brought to your notice as occurring
in Fayette County ?

Ansivcr. The only one brought to my official notice.

Question. Have you heard of any other case '?

Answer. I am informed by Judge Minnis, the district attorney, who has lately re-

turned from Fayi'tte, that a man by tiie name of Humber, and one named Gregory, I
think, were lately arrest(>d for some alleged violence in disguise, but the character of
it I do not know. He did not tell me. He merely said that they had given bond for

an appearance at the next term of the court ; that they waived exanHuation before
Judge Williams, the commissioner.

Question. Have you heard of any disturbance in Morgan County ?

Answer. Yes, sir; there was a sort of a vendetta existing there between two parties
in Morgan County, in which, I understand, the parties went regularly into camp, and
had a complete organization. I nnderstooil, also, that they were not divided upon any
political grounds, l)ut it was tlie result of local animosities and (lifferences; that there
were men engaged in the interests of both parties inditferent as to their politics. That
was the rfTjiort and the general understamling I Imve of it. I know that General Craw-
ford sent troops there, and I think it I'i'sulted in the disbanding of the organization.

Question. How large were they reported to be?
Answer. I tliink Ihere were thirty or forty men in it, assembled without disguise in

the hilly countries.

Question. What was the subject of their hostility ?

Answer. I do not know that 1 am able to state. I tiiink it grew out of the killing of
a man by the name of Fenelon Raglen. My impression is that Raglen's killing was
alleged to liave grown out of a difficulty in a settlement iu the probate court, but I

am indistin(;t in my mcMuory. I have it connected with that statement.
Question. Did one of the parties seek to take the life of the man, and the other to

protect it?

Answer. Raglen was shot while sitting at supper, thnmgh the windows of his house.
I think he was supping with his family. That is my recollection. It was some time
ago ; I suiii>ose a year and a half. He was killed while iu that position. I do not tliink

there was any poi)ular attachment of a political motive to the act, for I think Raglen
was a democrat.

Question. What, then, did these two bodies of men assemble for?
Ansirer. I am not absolutely certain as to what th(\v assembled for, but I sujjpose it

grew out of allegations of hostility, and tlireats made by the friends of Raglen against
other parties, and my ini])ression is now that tlie name of Ku-Klux and Anti-Ku-Klux
was attached to these parties. It just occurs to me. My impressien further is that
the Anti-Ku-Klux party assumed, or were charged with assuming that name, in order
to throw odium njion tlH;ir opponents, and secure po])ular favt)r and the .support of the
troops. Tbat was alleged. Whether tru'' or not, I am not able testate.

Question. Judge Charlton, in that county, was killed ?

Answer. He was killed in Decatur; assassinated l)y a man concealed, as generally
understood.

Question. What was Judge Ciiarlton shot for ?

Answer. The i)nrpo3e8 of the parties or their motive I do not think were very defi-

nitely settled.

Question. Was he a democrat or a republican ?
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Ansivcr. I think he was a republican.
Question. Prominent ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; he was foreman of the last Federal grand jury here, and I think
was quite prominent. I tliiidc that IMr. Charlton was a very strong advocate of Mr.
Houston's election to the United States Senate—a democrat.

By Mr. Buckley:

Question. Houston used to be au old Union man ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, uyt to the close of the war. Charlton, T think, was generally under-
stood to be a republican and an avowed man. He was killed in the night. I think he
was killed at 3 o'clock, as he got off the Nashville train, as he got off in the vicinage,

if not the immediate presence, of quite a number of passengers and men.

By the Chairjian :

Question. Did you understand what the motive of his assassins was?
Ansiver. I must reflect on that a moment.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Do you mean 3 o'clock in the night, or was he killed in the daytime?
Answer, Three o'clock in the night-time. I have forgotten now, but I have a vague

impression as to the understanding, that they assigned to him some motive in the kill-

ing of Raglen, or some advisory relation to tliat, but what it dictinctly was, I um unable
to recall. It is a vague imprtission in my miud now. It was connected with that in

some way. It was a matter in which I took no interest.

By the Chairman :

Question. Had his politics anything to do with his taking off ?

Ansu-er. I am not able to say. I can only state what I have just repeated—the im-
pression that I have of some connection Charlton was supposed to have had iu the dif-

Hculty of Raglen—whether direct or advisory, and whether correct or not, I cannot say.

Question. Had Judge Charlton rendered himself offensive to the democratic party ou
account of his prominence in politics ?

Answer. Not that I know of^aot especially so. Chai'lton, I think, was generally

kindly considered, regarded as a kind gentleman and a good citizen. That was my
imderstandiug of him. I have heard democrats in this town express that opinion of

Charlton, as being a very kind, good man.
Question. Did you ever hear it assigned as a motive for whipping colored men that it

was to induce them to vote the democratic ticket or abstain from voting the radical

ticket ?

Answer. Do you refer to this country—this general scope of country iu this vicinity ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I do not remember that I ever did. The bulk of the charges that I have
heard made by negroes in that particular was that they desired to get them off of their

places after tbey had made a crop. They would allege something of that sort—that they
were not fairly treated in settlement; that their accounts were not fairly rendered

;

that persons indebted to them were seeking to intimidate them, to drive them away,
in order that the account might be closed by the absence of the negro.

Question. You have heard of no instance where colored men were whijiped for the

reason that they voted the radical ticket ?

Answer. I do not remember any case. I do not think any cases have occurred.

Question. I will ask you again to classify the offenses which these men banded to-

gether iu disguise ordinarily punished.
Answer. Without attempting to classify, I will give one or two incidents of that

character that I now recall, without giving the names or dates, for I have forgotten

them. I remember them as incidents occurring—nothing more. A man, I think iu

Lawrence County, was charged with cruelty to his wife ; it was alleged to be a trifling

case. He was charged with whipping and maltreating his wife, and a body of men,
who I think were in disguise, went there and took him out and gave him a whipping
on his bare back, and admonished him to more proper customs in his domestic habits,

and turned him loose. In another case, in the northern portion of this county, in which
I think men v.cre in disguise, a man was tried in this court-room for murder and arson.

I think his name was Smith. He was defended with a great deal of ability, and ac-

quitted, and the popular belief in the country where he lived, which was in the north-

ern edge of this county, was that he was the party who committed the murder and
arson. After his acquittal and return home they hung him by the neck.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Until he was dead ?

Answer. Until he was dead.
Question. When?
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Answer. I t'uink that was two years ago, as well as I cau leiiiember. I am very
faulty, though, in dates.

By the Chairman:
Question. I naderstood you to state, this forenoon, that one class of oifenses which

these disguised bodies of men sought to punish was petty thefts. Did I understand
you correctly ?

Answer. I thiuk you misunderstood me. I may have suggested that by way of illus-

tration of the general statement I made. It was not my purpose to specify any class
of offenses they were specially organized to punish, but to illustrate my meaning by
giving instances of offenses which they were alleged to have punished.

Question. You have heard of no cases where a man was lynched on account of being
charged with stealing ?

Answer. I do not recall any.
Question. You state that you never conversed with Mr. Lakin but once. Did I un-

derstand you correctly?
Answer. You did not.

Question. You said, " I know Mr. Lakin, and conversed with him once twelve mouths
ago." Were you well acquainted with Mr. Lakin ?

Answer. Well, sir, I met him when he was in town I reckon every day. He was in
my ofiice advising with me on two or three occasions, asking my advice as an attorney in

• regard to some church matters, involving the rights of the church to property con-
veyed l)y deed, and that sort of thing. I had that sort of acquaintance with him.

Que^ition'. Did he spend much of his time in town ?

Answer. Well, I should think he spent one-third or one-half of his time here—prolj-

ably less.

Question. Do you know that he ever organized a political league or club on his cir-

cuit?
Answer. I do not. I do not of my own knowledge.
Question. Do you know that he ever made a political speech ?

Answer. I n(,'ver have hear<l him make one.

Question. Do you know of any immoral conduct on the part of Mr. Lakiu ?

Answer. You inquire for my personal knowledge ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I do not.

Question. Did yon ever detect him in an untruth?
Ansicer. Not unless the statement he made to me in regard to his treatment in the

mountains was not true. I understand it to be in direct conliict with his testimony.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Before his testimony was given, and leaving it out of view, did you ever
detect him in an untruth?
Answer. No, sir ; never.

By the Chairman :

• Queslion. Until he gave his testimony before the investigating committee at Wash-
ington, was Mr. Lakin ever the subject of conversation to any considerable extent in

this com.'uunity f

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Lakin had considerable notoriety here. I think he was a pre-

siding elder of. perhaps, a missionary churcli, or the Metliodist Church North. My
understanding is that heoccu]»ied relatioiisassome sort of an embassador to the church
South, or the Southern communities. Ht^ may have beeu a missionary, for ought I

know. In that ])articular, his repeated jiolitieal acts were the subject of general com-
ment, antl were said to have been attended witli very considerable ability. In other
words, he is said to have made a first-class stump-speech.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. You never heard it f

Ansiver. No, sir.

By the Chairman:
Question. Where was it alleged that he made a political speech ?

Answer. I think I heard a gentleman say he made one iii the Baptist Chui'ch—one or

t wo.
Question. In this town ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I think I was told of it the night of the gentleman's return from
tl)(> si)eech. It was told me by a republican.

(Juestion. Wiien shor.ld that speech have been made ?

Anstcer. I ;im not pcsitive, but I think it was last fall.

Question. Did your informant tell you that ho had heard the speech ?
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Ansrver. I think lie did.

Question. Who was your informant ?

Anstcer. I tliink it was Mr. Nicholas Davis; and ttie information was communicated
to me in the course of a casual conversation. I Avas living at his house.

Q7iestion. Was it at a political meeting of the republican party ?

Ansiver. I think it was, sir, of members of the republican party.
Question. What other political speech was he reported to have made ?

Answer. I have understood that Mr. Lakiu was in the habit of delivering- political ad-
dresses to Union Leagues and clubs organized outside of the town ; but whether this
statement was true or not I am not able to say. That was the general understanding
I had of what he did iiolitically outside of the town.

Question. Was his demeanor in this community, so far as you observed, that of an
orderly, good, law-abiding citizen ?

'

Answer. It was, sir.

Question. Did you ever hear any charges against his morality as a man ?

Answer. I have never heard of any as occurring in this town.
Question. Were the meu who expressed these opinions unfavorable to Mr. Lakin dem-

ocrats ?

Answer. I think they were, sir. I cannot recall all of the individual cases of expres-
sion I have heard. Some may have been republicans ; one I know was a republican
that now occurs to me.

Question. I will ask you to state whether his mission South for the purpose of estab-
lishing Methodist churches, or detaching members from the Methodist Episcopal
Church South was offensive or gave ofieuse.

Ansiver. I think it provoked the usual antagonism that exists between rival churches.
That is my impression of it. I understand he was very successful, and built up large
congregations. I think it provoked the ordinary animosity, which is pretty severe,
that arises from successful rivalry in church affairs.

Question. He was recognized as a man of very considerable ability in his profes-
sion ?

Answer. I think he was.
Question. You hold your commission as clerk of the district court from Judge Bus-

teed, do y(m ?

Answer. I do, sir.

Question. This, then, is held, as I understand it, at the pleasure of the court?
Answer. At the pleasure—so recited in the order of appointment.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did I understand you, Mr. Day, as stating that you were appointed clerk
of the court before you came here ?

Answer. 1 so stated.

Question. When you first came to the State, after the war, did yoii come directly to
Huutsville ?

Answer. No, sir ; I came to Montgomery.
Question. How long were you in Montgomery ?

Answer. Seven or eight mouths, I think. I think I got to Montgomery in August. I

'

came to Selma first. I was seeking a location to go into practice. I had just got my
license, and was seeking a location. I went to Selma, and from there went to Mont-
gomery, and remained from the middle or last of August until the first of February,
1866.

Question. How were you employed in Montgomery during that time ?

Answer. I was in the post-ohice in Montgomery.'
Question. Under Mr. Bibb '?

Answer. Yes, sir ; under Mr. Bibb for two or three months or longer ; I have forgot-
ten the dates. ' I was there for several months.

Question. You were appointed, while there, clerk to the court, and then came Iteie ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Apijointed by Judge Busteed, as you have said ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You were here, then, during the presidential election of 1868 ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Where were you the night of the raid, as you termed that riot in 1868 ?

Answer. I termed it a riot, I think ; not a raid. I was, a portion of the time, on the
square. I was informed by a young man in the town, with whom I was aciiuainted,
tliat it was altogether probable that these men would offer violence to hi« father, who
was a leading democrat—Mr. Joseph C. Bradley.

Question. What men had you reference to ?

Answer. These disguised men. He asked me to go down, selecting some out of his
democratic and mauj' republican friends.

Question. You say that his father was a leading democrat ?



614 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Answer. A leadiug republican.

Question. He is, within yonr personal knowledge, I presume, a leadiug republican ?

Ansiver. I desire to be so understood.
Question Were you on the square at the time these disguised men rode in ?

Answer. I was on the square and walked through the column ; aad at the request of

Mr. Bradley, as he feared violence to his father as a leading republican, I went down
to his house with him and with two little boys in the yard. We took our position,

armed, to defend him against the assaults of these Ku-Klux.
Question. Mr. Bradley, you say, was a leading republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And a leading citizen of the place ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I thiak he has lived here for a good many years.

Question. A man rff very higli character ?

Ansiver. Yes. sir; of leadiug character.

Question. Why should he have apprehensions ?

Ansiver. Well; sir, I cannot attempt to explain the motives that enter into the mind
of any man.

Question. You went down ?

Ansiver. I went down. The result was, so far as I know, that they did not come
withiu a hundred yards of his house. They turned around and marched out without
any demonstration.

Question. Are you aware that on that night there was a republican meeting going on
in this building, [court-house] ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I do not think I saw the meeting, but I was informed of the fact,

and understood that to be the case.

Question. Did you understand that Judge Thurlow came herefrom Athens, Limestone
County, and addressed them ?

Answer. No, sir. I knew he was here. I knew him very well, and had seen him the
day before his death. I did not know his purpose here.

Question. You knew he was sliot that night f

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I went to the hotel and saw him after he was wounded. I do not
think I saw the tiring after I had gone down to Colonel Bradley's ; but I saw the
riotous demonstrations, and they came from the parties who had then come from the
court-house. As far as I could see, the violent demonstrations came from these, and I

"was informed l)y i)arties along the north side of the squares that nine-tenths of the
shots came from this court-yard, and W(>ro (ired at tlie corner opposite. I know one
man who -was shot through thy heail on tliat corner, and it was alleged by parties, I

think directly to me, that Judge Thurlow was standing at the northeast corner of the
court-house yard by t\w gate, and tlie supposition at the time generally was that he
was shot accidentally by some one firing from the inside outwards.

Question. Do you think tliere was any connection between the republican meeting
and the apix'arance of the Ku-Klnx, oiu' liuiidred and iifty strong, in the town?

Answer. I do not know. I heard it said, whether it was geiu.'ral belief or not I am
not prepared to say, that there were some negroes who had said that no Ku-Klux could
ever pass through this town again without l)eiiig shot ; that these Ku-Klux had heard
of it, and that they cami! in and rode tluougli tlie town for the purpose of giving them
an opportunity to shoot at tlirni if they wanted to.

Question. Did not General Crawford, eomniaadiug the United States troops at that
time or before, give orders to his men to tire without hesitation upon any mau riding
in disguise here?

Answei'. I do not remember, but I do not think that General Crawford was in com-
mand here at that time. It was General Hayden, I think.

Question. Do you know whether such an order was given to the troops?
Answer. I think it was. It is a vague impression. I think I lieard it stated that

orders were given to lire, but whether it was to be without challenge or assault, or not,

I am' not able to say. I have forgotten.

Question. You spolvc in the openihg of your testiraouj'' about a posse in Limestone
County. Did you have reference to a sheriff's posse?

Answer. I was informed by the present solicitor of the county, and also acting as the
representative of the United States attorney there, that h(> requested the sherilf to act
as th(! leader of a posse, and tins sheritf demurring to that prop:)sitiou, the solicitor pro-
posed to head the posse and go himself; l)ut afterwards the sherilf went.

Question. Have you ever heard of any bands of disguised men in that county of
Limestone?

Answer. I liiink I have several times, but I do not remember of hearing of .any jiar-

ticular cases of violence, except the one in which they came there and proposed to
effect an escape.

Question. Did you ever hear that there were two parties of disguised men, and that
they fell out about the stealing of hor.ses, and that tlie two parties were arrayed against
each other ?
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Answer. I do not remember of beariug that they were disguised meu, and I do uot
know that I Lieard that the.y were both'interested in horse-stealing. My impression is

that one party was in the interest of theft.,

Qucstioii. And the other was uot ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my opinion.

Question. And that was the cause of the division between them ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression.
Question. And neither acted with the sheriff or under his control?
Answer. I thinl? not; neither of these Klans. Some killing I understand to have

occurred under the du'cction of the posse ^ the killing of thieves—a man named
Barber, who was charged with hoi'se-stealing and also with murder.

Question. Did von ever hear that Mr. Lakiu's house was shot into here on the night
of the 10th of October, 1868 ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I heard a load of shot was fired through his window, and passed
through the room and struck the opposite wall.

Question. In the night-time ?

Answer. I think it was. That is my recollection.

Question. Do you know Avheiher the shot came from men in disguise or not?
Answer. 1 do uot. I do uot thiuk it did. I never heard it alleged that it came from

men disguised.

Question. You never heard Mr. Lakiu himself make a political speech?
Answer. No, sir, I do not remember of having heard him. I never attended but one

political meeting in my life, I think.
Question. Did you ever know or sec any act of Mr. Lakin derogatory to the character

of a Christian minister?
Answer. 1 did not.

Question. You have known him for some time ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I find on page 439 in the testimony given by Mr. Dox, before a portion of

this committee at Wasiiingtun, the following question and answer which I will read:
" Question by the chairman, (Mr. Poland.) Wuat act did you ever hear of Mr. Lakin
committing derogatory to his character as a Christian minister!—Answer. I cannot
say that I have heard of any specific act derogatory to his character as a Christian min-

ister." Do you concur in that opinion with Mr. Dox?
Ansiver. I do not. You ask me in one case what I know ; in the other what I have

heard. I cannot answer both questions from The same standpoint.

Question. Have you heard, from sources that you can, rely upon, that he is not a min-
ister in good standing?

Answer. A minister in good standing with his church ?

Question. Yes, sir.

^«sict'r. I have not.

By Mr. Beck :

^

Question. The question is whether you ever heard of Mr. Lakin committing any act

that was derogatory to his character as a Christian minister?
Ansiucr. I asked if he meant in good standing with his church. I did not wish to

drag in anything that was not in the question.

By Mr. Buckley .

Question. I ask for your personal knowledge.
Answer. You ask me in the one case what I know and in the other what I hear. I

have heard things derogatory to him.
Question. Did you ever hear anything derogatory to his standing as a Christian miu-

ister before he gave testimony in Wasliington ?

Answer. What is the date of his examination?
Question. June 13, 1871.

Answer. I do not recall anything. I think I heard it alleged before that time, bu-^ I

am not certain about it, that he had been guilty of gross impropriety in sednction and
that sort of thing, with some families confided to his charge in some northern countiy,

but I cannot say positively that it was before that time, for I do not remember it. I

heard that as I ordinarily hear such matters. I afterward heard it repeated sevei il

times, and heard it amplified.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where should that have occurred ?
'

Ansicer. I think it was in New York. »

Question. In the city ?

Aimvcr. In the State of New York or New Jersey. It was given to mo ; I heard f^o

details of it.
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By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Wheu was it given to you ?

Answer. I have just stated that I could not tell exactly.

By the Chaikman :

Question. Do you think it was before the 13th of June last ?

Answer. My impression is that it was, but I cannot say certainly ; I cannot fix the

time.
Question. Who was your informant ?

Answer. I heard a party of gentlemen; I heard it repeated by Colonel Lowe for one.

It was repeated in the course of a street conversation, and I have heard it mentioned
by several parties; I do not recall their names now. It occurred as these things do.

I did not remember it.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Do you recollect a man by the name of Van Valkenburg speaking to you
abont it ?

An-stccr. He was in a party, I recollect now, wheu this subject came up—Colonel

John Van Valkenburg, a gentleman from Indiana.

By the Chaikm^ust :

Question. Did those gentlemen speak from any personal knowledge they had ?

Answo: No, sir, I think not.

Question. Did they tell you how they derived their information ?

Answer. I think it was stated, but I have forgotten now what it was. It was a

matter about wliich I knew very little, and cared much less, and it passed very idly.

Question. Did Van Valkenburg know Lakin ?

Answer. He know liim here, I think.

Question. Did he know him in Indiana?
Answer. He did not know him that I am aware of. I do not know that I heard any

assertion in that particular.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. On page 125 in Mr. Lakin's testimony he says, " My orders from the bishop,

and through him to the preachers, were not to mingle in the political arena, but to

devote themselves entirely and exclusively to the* work of the Christian ministry." Do
you think Mr. Lakin ever neglected that order or violated it, to your own personal

knowledge?
Answer. Do I tiiink, of my own ])ersonal knowledge? I do not know it of my own

personal knowledge, but 1 believe he did, if there is any credence to bo given to a gen-

eral and repeated assertion in the community as to ?i man's conduct.

By the Chaikman : ,

Question. Did yon ever hear that he preached politics from the pulpit?

Answer. I have h(,'ard it asserted; but that charge is a very common and a very old

one, and I attach very little importance to that.

Question. You did not regard that charge as reliable ?

Anmvcr. I tliouglit. even if reliable, it was minor in its character compared with the

other allegations i)o])ularly assigned to him or acts-political.

Question. Would you give any credit to it against the positive denial of Mr. Lakin
under oath ?

Ansiver. If the question were clearly put to him as to what was meant by preaching

politics, I do not think I would.
Quistion. You think you would believe him rather than this rumor ?

Answer. I think 1 would. I should be inclined to believe almost any man under that

state of facts.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Having met him frequently and lived together with him some time in this

place, do you yourself regard Mr. Lakin as an honest man ?

Answer' I li'ave had some pretty lengthy conversations with him of a social character.

I do not think that he disliked nie at all, from the fact that on several occasions ho

luus remained in my othce for some time after the business that brought him there was
settled, and I eaniiot say that I would regard Mr. Lakin as a man of moral turpitude.

I think him a zealot.

Question. 1 asked if you thought he was honest.

Answer. I think Mr. Lakin is a zealot; audi think that matters that conflict with
his views would receive great exaggeration in his estimation of them when compared
Avith the estimate of an opponent to his views.

Question. You think he would state his own views strongly?



ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE.^ 617

Answer. Yes, sir; I think be is zealous ami a man of strong x^^rsonal feeling, and
"would probably, in bis own interest, overdo tbiugs.

Question. You do not mean to say lie is disbonest ?

Answer. I did not say tliat, sir. I am not prepared to saj^ be is or is not dishonest,
for 1 have no evidence before me upon which to act.

Question. You have beard, have you not, of disguised men riding through this and
adjoining counties taking men out at niglit from their families aud whipping and
scourging them.
Answer. I have beard of these things as a general fact.

Question. Have you heard frequently of such things in this and adjoiuing counties
since you have lived hero?
Answer. I have an idea that I have heard of perhaps five or six cases—somewhere

along there.

Question. In this county ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not recall one case in this county.
Question. Have you ever heard of men being punished for such offenses in the courts?
Answer. I heard it allei^ed once Did you say in the courts?
Question. In the courts.

Answer. I do not remember any cases of it, either in the State 'or United States
court. I do not remember any case of it. I remember of having beard it alleged as a
matter of general uuderstaudiog—my informant I cannot recall now—that some par-
ties bad assumed to exercise violence toward persons to gratify their private malice,
and that the Ku-Klux bad shot them for it. I beai'd that alleged ; that is the only
punishment of that class of offenses that I beard of, and that is only a statement.

Question. Have you any doubt in your mind that such an organization did exist ?

Answer. I believe it as I believe anything learned from popular credence; more
through a want of denial than otherwise.

Question. I think you have stated in your testimony previously that, when this Ku-
Klux organization originated and existed here, there was some pretext for it, because
the courts were not doing nmcb, especially the county courts. Now, I wish to ask you
if you know of auy offense punished by such an organization that could not have been
punished in the ordinary way ?

Answer. In the preliminary portion of thequestion, I think you misrepresent me.
Question. I have no iutentiou of doing so. «

Answer. No, of course; but I desire to say that you put language in my mouth I do
not think I uttered.

Question. Nor the idea ?

Answer. Nor the idea eitlier. I do not think you will find it in my testimony. I have
not said that they were organized to supplant the courts because the courts were inef-

ficient. What I intended to say was, that the organization, as I understood it, grew
out of apprehensions of rapine and violence from negroes aud jiartisan opponent^, aud
that the motive in the organization of the thing was one of self-protection and for the
punishment, probably as a consequence of that organization, of those who should be
guilty of these offenses.

Question. Then it was not alleged at that time that the courts were inefficient, was it ?

Answer. I cannot say whether it was alleged or not. I believe they were inefficient.

Question. At what time ?

Ansiver. Well, two or three years after the war.
Question. Who was your circuit judge here then?
Answer. William J. Harolson.
Question. A])pointed by whom after the war?
Answer. I think be was elected after the war. '

Question. Not after the reconstruction acts ?

Ansiver. O, no ; I think he was appointed by Governor Parsons—that is my recollec-

tion—and afterward elected.

Question. Was Jvidge Harolson judge bete before the war ?

Answer. I think so. I was not here, but this is my recollection or information.
Question. Is be not regarded as an able aud efficient judge?
Answer. Well, I should prefer the opinions of persons who have a much wider prac-

tice before him than I.

Question. Is he not spokeu of as a man of great respectability ?

Ansiver. I think he is a kind-hearted, amiable gentleman.
Question. Appointed by a democratic governor ?

Answer. I think he was.
Question. Afterward elected in 1868 ?

Answer. Yes, sir; under the organic acfc of Congress.
Question. Who was your county judge at that time?
Answer. Judge James H. Scruggs, I think.
Question. He was the jsredecessor of the present incumbent?
Answer. Yes. sir.
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Question. Was there any distrust, as to his court executing tlie law ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. He is a democrat in politics, is he not ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he is a democrat in i)olitics. I think there was no especial distrust

as to executing the laws, if the ofienses were brought before him and the communities
bestirred themselves in efforts to api)reheud those who had banded. I do not know
what the general .sentiment was in regard to Scruggs's court. It was only a court of lim-

ited jurisdiction and cut very little tigure in criminal affairs, and I do uot suppose there

was any discussion about it, or very little.

Question. At what time was this congressional convention of which you were a memr
ber held ?

Ansiver. I think it was in May or June, 1870. It was held a few months preceding
the last election in this State ?

Question. You were a delegate from this county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you ever hear it suggested that the reason your name was not brought
forward was because you were a member of the Federal Army ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I never did, I was so indifferent as to suggestions affecting my
nomination that I do uot suppose that I would have remembered if I had beard it, fur

I was utterly iudiffereut as to the cousequcuces of it, and repeatedly stated so.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. As to this riotous demoustratiou that occurred at the time or some time pre-

ceding the last November election, were any of the shots hred duriug that demonstra-

tion by the Kn-Klux?
Ansiver. I do not think there was a shot fired or a demonstration made by the dis-

guised men.
Question. Did they pass away from the court-house square before that shooting took

place ''i

Answer. That is my understanding of it, and, I think, I came on the square imme-
diately after that ; I was there beibre—it was stated to me that they had gotten one
block from the square—a shot was fired, and then it was alleged that a shot was tired

down the street that they passed out on, down the street by which they left the

square; I did not sq^j this ; I so understood it.

Question. It was not understood by anybody that they took any part in the shooting ?

Answer. O, no, sir ; they did nothing.
Question. You speak of the large nuijority being fued by persons who came out of

the court-bouse. Did you mean by i>ersons who had been in the audience listening to

the speaking f

Answer. I do not know where they had been ; I saw a large number of persons in the

courtjyard, principally negroes, ami I saw a negro who was killed, whicli 1 omitted to

statu Vn my direct cxamiiuaion—a ni'gro who was killed on tlie oi)posite side of the

square by a shot from the court-yard ; 1 saw him within five minutes after he died;

they took him up stairs ; I saw him there dead; a man was shot tluough the head; I

saw the marks of a number of shots—how many I do not remember now—that struck

in tlie wall I'rom the court-house; 1 saw these shot-marks.

Question. They must have come from the court-liouse 1

Ansiver. Yes. sir ; the impression showed that on the wall ; and there is no doubt
that all the citizens cognizant of this matter agree about the majority or uearly all of

the shots coming from the court-house yard.

Question. Was it believed that Judge what was his name ?

Answer. Judge Thurlow, judge of the probate court of Limestone County.
Question. That he was killed by a shot from the court-house yard?
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was stated to me the night 1 hat he was killed—accidentally ; I

afterwards heard it stated that it was surmised that he was killed by a white raau iu

the court-house yard ; the man's name I never heard any one attempt to tell; it was a

bright moon-light night and pi^rsons could be seen distinctly across the square; I could

see' very readily the general relations of the parties.

Question. I will repeat the question put to you by Mr. Buckley. What act, if any,

did you ever hear of INIr. Lakiu committing that was derogatory to his character as a

Christian minister or gentleman? Do you recollect of hearing anything connected

with a transaction hero in this town iu regard to a lot of butter iiui)io[>erly seized by
him?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Do you recollect of an indictment pending against him iu one of the courts

here ? /
Ansiver. I aiii not aware of it.

Question. What court of yours was that abolished ?

Answer. The county court, orgauized by an act of the legislature with a large juris-
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diction, aud piovidiug for the election or appointment of a new judge, wbicli wag
afterwards abolished.

Question. Had that dt)urt criminal jurisdiction?
Answer. It had.

,
Question. Did you know that there was an indictment for perjury or some other

oifeuse of that character then pending against Mr. Lakin, and that the court was abol-
ished without authority to remove crimiual cases therein pending f

Answer. I know that the court was abolished without authorizing the transfer of tho
docket to any other jurisdiction, but the fact of Lakin's indictment I did not know
anything of. If I heard it I have forgotten it.

Quesiion. Do you recollect seeing an article from the Patterson, New Jersey, Guar-
dian, charging him with seduction, rape, aud almost all sorts of vile offenses? ^

Answer. I saw an article copied iu one of the Huntsville papers, the Democrat, I
think, in which it was alleged that he, after leading a very dissolute and erratic life

as a lumberman, had attended a Methodist revival and became converted to the Cliris-

tian faith, joined the Methodist Church and became an exhorter, and from that, I
think, was licensed to preach; that lie was thrown into the society of a member of tho
church who had three daughters ; that he was stopping at their house enjoying the
hospitality of this man, and that the okl gentleman aud his wife were called away,
and these young ladies were left, with many admonitions, with Mr. Liikiu, aud he re-
mained there until the old folks' return ; and iu the due course of time these threeyoung
ladies were found to be pregnant, aud that they charged Mr. Lakin with being their
seducer. I afterwards heard it stated that he had seduced a young lady who was hia
niece.

Question. Was not that afterwards, iu Peru, Illinois?

Ansiver. I heard it so alleged. I do not know anything about it.

Question. Was not the lirst article from the Paterson, New Jersey, Guardian ?

Ansiver. 1 think so ; copied into the Huntsville paper. I am quite certain it was iu
the Paterson, New Jersey, paper.

Question. Do you Jiiiow whether the fact in reference to the seduction of his niece iU
Peru, Illinois, has been traced by Mr. Van Valkenburg, and is now known to be true?

Answer. I did hear it said that it was true. I think I heard it stated by Colonel
Van Valkenl)urg.

Question. Were not these statements about him made iu the comjnuuity believed by
•a great many peox^le?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the statements iu regard to his immoral conduct were and are be-
lieved by a great many people, and the statements in regard to his alleged political

course were, I thiuk, generally conceded. I do not think there is any denial of it. If

there is any, I am not aware of it. I do not remember to have interrogated any re-

publican on the subject. I have heard one allege it with a great deal of conlidence

—

Mr. Lowe.
Question. The gentleman whose name you give is a lawyer in this town ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you recollect hearing him say anything about au indictmant against
Mr. Lakiii in this court that was abolished?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not.

Question. Do you recollect whether the provisions of that law abolishing the court
not only failed to allow a transfer of cases then pending, but also provided that men
who had beeu previously indicted should not be re- indicted ?

Answer. I do not remember that feature of the law. It may be true.

Question. Aud that he escaped under that ?

Ansiver. That may be true.

Qiies,tion. Where is he now ?

Answer. He is away from here ; I do not know where. I do not think it is known
here, generally, where he is. It was ascertained here after he had given his testimony
to his treatment here, and it was a pojmlar belief, that he gave it as a farewell kick at
this people, and did not intend to return.

Question. So it is, he has not returned, so far as you know ?

Answer. He has not.

Question. You were asked by the chairman a good deal about northern men and their
treatment. I will ask you whether or not a good deal of distrust did not arise in tho
minds of the people of Alabama iu regard to the reception of these northern men by
the fact that largo numbers of them known as carpet-baggers came here about the
time the State was reorganized or just before, and immediately obtained the most lu-

crative offices in the State. Is not that true ?

Aiiswer. 1 cannot, say in regard to tho time of their coming here. I think the bulk
of them were meu who were left here by thexU'iuy. I think the majority of the offices

in the State were held by these men; and I thiuk it was a motive with many iu

both their geographical aud political status. I think thcj- remained foi' that purpose

—

a largo number of them.
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Qiicsiion. Did not that fact make the people of the State look with suspicion more
than they otherwise would upon men whom they feared came for that purpose?

Answer. Most undoubtedly it put the people of this country upon their inquiry as to
the class o^' men who were coming around tlicm, aud very justly so, I tliink.

Question. Do you not know that Mr. Warner, the Senator from Alabama, was elected to
the senate from this State within six weeks after his term of oi3fice in Ohio had expired ?

Aiisiccr. That is my understanding of it, and tlie general understanding; after about
six weeks from the change of his domicile, or before the change of that, and after the
change of mere residence.

Quesiion. Did cases of that sort create a great deal of feeling and prejudice, that men
should seize the highest offices in the State who were lately domiciled ?

Ansn^er. I think the iieople exercise the feeling common to all men, that would have
been exercised in any northern community, of much more vigilance toward men coming
into an adojited country and occupying i)laces of trust and honor, whether tlicy were
good men or not. I think there was a general feeling of uneasiness and distrust, in

some cases that amounted to personal animosity, in others, personal aversion; and I

think it was undoubtedly true, as I think every northern man in this State will testify,

that there was a general feeling of aversion and animosity, according to the character
of the men toward whom the sentiment was directed, for holding in a conquered
country, by imposition of the strong hand of the conqueror, the high places of profit

in the administration of the local laws. I think that was the local sentiment among
the intelligent and educated men who control sentiment. That was the opiniou. I

think the bulk of northern men in this State, of every political sentiment, will agree
with me in that statement. I state that feeling as a mere fact that I have observed.

Question. Is it not true that very many agents of the Bureau, by means of their in-

fluence over the colored i)opulatiou, had themselves placed in positions that the peo-
ple, if all black and white had been free to select, would not have intrusted them with f

Ansiver. I think so. I think that the member of Congress from this district, General
John B. Callis, who was an agent of the Frecdmen's Bureau, secured the influence and
political hold that enabled him to be elected to that iwsition by.means of using his
Freednien's Bureau agency to secure it. The natural feeling of the community conse-
quent upon an act of that character resulted. I think that is part, of the political

history of this community.
Quesiion. In that connection, and as to that same gentleman, is it not further true

that Colonel .lohn B. Callis, after he had secured an election to Congress, in 186S, at

the time democrats did not vote, as you remember
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. After Congress refused to admit Alabama, left the State aud went with his
regiment to Mississipi)i, and was in command of his regiment, at Jackson, Mississippi,

wlien Congress put Alabama in, and he left his regiment and went to Congress, &ud
took his seat from Alabama? Do you recollect that fact?

Answer. I think that General Callis was away from here, subject to military orders,

but where he was I do not remember. I rememlx'r that General Burke, of whom I

have testifled before, who was his rival for the position in Congress, had him ordered
away from here for some sort of i)olitical misconduct or subterfuge he was indulging
in in his position in the Bureau. General Burke was recognized as a republican. I re-

member there was a repetition of the order—perhaps peremptorily. General Thomas,
I think, ordered him away.

Question. After his election?
Answer. I am not certain. It was about that time, but whether after or not, I can-

not say. I remember it in connection only with the fact that General Burke was his

rival in that congressional race. I cannot say whether it was before or after his elec-

tion.

Question. Do you recollect that, r.fter Alabama applied for admission by virtue of
the vote in February, Congress at first refused to admit her, but afterward you were
admitted in June, under what was called the omnibus bill?

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not remember the dates.

Question. During the interval after the election in February, and before the admis-
sion of Alabama, was not General Callis away from hero?
Answer. I do not know. I think he was. I have very little doubt on that subject.

Callis was away, and I think ho was away under military orders. He was still an
officer of the Federal Army.

Question. Had he not domiciled in this State at all?

Ayiswcr. I do not think he ever was a citizen of this State.

Question. Yet he got one of the highest jwsitions ?

Answer. I do not think he ever claimed it. •

Question. His own testimony before Congress was that he was in General Gillem's
arm}' when the news came that Alabama was admitted, and came and took his seat,

and took his pay; but the general fact of the large number of men coming aud seizing
the offices did create a prejudice, aud made men suspicious of all who camo ?
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Ansiver. Yes, sir; I have no donbt of that whatever. I think it created the same
effect here that it would in any Northern State, except that it v.-as leas violent in its

character among the southern people than it would liave been among the stubborn
races of the North, if they had been conquered and subjected to the same task. I have
no donbt of it. I think it would have been borne with much less patience there, whether
right or wrong, thau it was borne here.

Question. Is it or not true that after a northern man comes here, and it is known that
he is going to cast his fortunes with these people and take his chances with them, that
he is well received?

Answer. I think so, sir. I have found no trouble myself. I have made it a rule of my
life to seek no favoi's of communities, and ask for no social civilities of the world, and I

have had every courtesy extended to uk; that I desired in any country. I can speak
for myself and others I have seen. I think the rule prevails as a general thing. While I

seldom accept of kindnesses of people, I think it is generally offered.

Question. Your general information is that a Ku-Klux organization, so called, did
exist here up to and about the summer of 1888 ?

Answer. I share the popular belief that there was such an organization.
Question. Was it or not t i'U(i that up to the time of the admission of the State under

the constitution to which I have referred, in Jnne, 18G8, you had been almost without
civil government for a year or two, and under military rule ?

Answer. The condition of the country, so far as the administration of either criminal
or civil law was concerned, was exceedingly lax.

Question. Men seldom thought of redressing grievances by appealing to the courts,

or collecting their debts by the judgment of a court?
Answer. I think that was the general foehng.
Question. You had no organization of the State government until June, 1868, had

you f

Ansicer. None except the provisional or military.

Question. You had no organized civil State government
;
you were under military

control ?

Answer. None, except the provisional government.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Was Governor Pattofi apfiointed governor ?

Anstver. Yes, sir. I made that exception.
Question. Was not this indisposition to go into the courts under his administration?
Answer. Yes, sir

;
generally it was from the lassitude and exhaustion of the war.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. I want the condition of the country. You were under military rul^; your
governor appointed by the President, and your military officers were oflScers of the
Army, and your peoi)le did not elect anybody ?

Answer. No, sir. There was no expression of the public voice.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Was not Governor Patton elected by the people of this State governor in

the fall of 1SG8, and did he not hold his office for over two years—up to the 25th of
July, 1868— a man that lives immediately in an adjoining county to you ?

Ansiver. 1 am not certain about it—that this is the fact. It is a matter of history.

Question, 'i'hat is the fact ; a democratic governor at that.

Answer. I am not fresh on that.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Did not the act of Congress of March .3, 1867, known as the first reconstruc-
tion act, and its amendment of March i), 1867, and amendment of Julj^, 1867, provide
that all your civil governments should be merely provisional, and that the military
commanders should take charge of you until you were reconstructed?

Ansiver. I believe that is the law.
Question. And under tiiose acts of Congress you remained until your constitution, and

that was dcclar.'d adopted in June, 1868 ?

Answer. June, 1868.

Question. They voted on it in March or February?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Declared adopted in a way that gave dissatisfaction?

Answer. Yes, sir; they not only thought, but I understood they had the direct alle-

gation or protest of (ji'ucral Terry, then couimandiiig the department, declaring that
the people had not adopted that government, and that thiit provision re<piiring jt least
one-half of the registered vote to be cast had not been comijlieil with; they had not
been cast—that the democratic party had defeated it by staying away from the i^olls,

demonstrating that they could have defeated it if they had gone about it, which made
his position doubly strong. The records, I believe, show that General Terry entered
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an affirmative protest, or assertion at least, to the effect that it had not been adopted
u:ider the congressional law. Therefore, the people, after abstaining from voting, and
allov/ing, under the provisions of that act, the republicans not only to adopt the con-

stitution by the act of Congress, but to put in office these men they had voted for when
the people could have defeated them, felt that they were the subjects of usurpation

;

that they had been the subjects of congressional government, and they had no gov-

ernment of their own.
Question. They felt that they -were under Congress and not under their own volition ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the general feeling.

Question. During this four years, before your courts were organized, and about the

time they were organized, under that form, was about the time the Ku-Klux were called

into existence here?
Ansiver. Yes, sir; that is my understanding.
Question. Is it your understanding, farther, that later in 1868, after the government

got into operation in a civil form fairly, those organizations were disbanded?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is my understanding from the popular belief, but I have no

personal means of information. I have heard it alleged by a resident of East Tennes-
see, a man of some intelligence and apparent truth, that he was cognizant of the first

organization of that order in that country, and he stated, or professed to state, the
circumstances under which the organization, in its incipieucy, grew.

Question. What were the circumstances, as you understood tliem?

Anstcer. He stated he had been a confederate soldier and lived in East Tennessee;

that on the return of the Federal and confederate soldiers to their homes in East Ten-

nessee there was a very bitter feeling, of a local, internecine character, growing up be-

tween them, and resulting, in many cases, in violence; that the Federal soldiers far

outnumbered the confederates, and had, with nmcli violence, run themoff and whipped
them, and shot them, as was also alleged in other places—some portions of Kentucky,

in a part of Missouri, and portions of these States, (by the way, some of the men of

my old connnand were sent away)—and that the organization of the Union League sug-

gested to their opponents to organize a secret chil) of their own for tlie purpose* of self-

defense; that the style and name of the organization was taken from a social or civic

organization which was started at Pulaski, Tennessee, about which I have no doubt,

for I recollect of -hearing, as I came on the train—I think it was in 186(J, as near as I

can remember—from Nashville, a young man there describing the first appearance of

this organization. That was the first I ever heard of it. Its object was civic and
charitable, and related, in some of its features, to an amusement. This individual, ray

relator from East Tennessee, stated tliat the organization iu its form and name was
taken from this other organization in Pulaski. Whether there is any truth in it I do not

know, but I heard it with considerable curiosity, and it appeared plausible and natural

that it should have grown up in that way.
Question. Whatever its origin, was it not the fact that, at the time when the civil

governn'.ents were in a demoralized c<mdition, when tJie negro element was thrown for-

ward for the first time, mostly ignorant, and being used by such men as Colonel Callis,

and others, for i)olitieal purposes, there were eases of murders, rapes, arsons, and other

like things being jierpetrated in such a way that the ci\-il courts could not reach them,

and men were afraid, or pretended to be afraid ?

Answer. There wa.s ;i general sense of insecurity here, and a feeling that that portion

of the conununity which had been anti-federal, or confederate iu its 'sentiments, was
under a ban, and I have no doubt that this organization gri'W out of the tra<litions and
associations of those men indulging in a common sympathy, and feeling a common
sense of danger. I think that was the cause of it, judging from ordinary human mo-
tives.

Question. You think it was disbanded about 1868 in this State ?

AiiMccr. I think so.

QueMion. Is it your judgment that bands of bad men connnitting depredations since

used these disguises simply to protect themselves in committing these outrages ?

Answer. I ain as certain as 1 am of any fact of which I have no positive knowledge,

as certain as any decided opinion can make a man, that that is the fact. I think that;

the opinion I ut ter is shared by a very large majority of the hi w-abiding and orderly men.
Question. Public sentiment is against these lawless marauders now, by whatever'

names they call themselves ?

Answer. I think so. The editor of the Ilnntsville Democrat, Mr. Clay, has always
denounced them since their organization. I do not think he has ever referred to it ex-

cept in terms of coudemuation and disapprobation. 1 think uniformly so. I have been

interrogated as to the fact whether his jiaper was not a leading democratic organ at

present. He has always been a leading democrat in the country, and, I believe, was an
original secessionist, and is opposed to the " new departure." He baa uniformly op-

posed that organization.

Question. Of course you have bad men among you like all other people ? .

Answer. Yes, sir; many of them. They are many who are poor and diseoluto and
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irresponsible, and in communities tliey have organized together, I have no doubt, in a
Bort of voluntary local association for purposes of theft, and to gratify their personal
animosities. I think that is true.

Question. You think they have done so, using this garb or disguise as a means of con-
cealment ?

Answar. I have no doubt of it.

Question. By the way, speakiug of this thing, our distinguished Senator has asked
you about violeuces and oflenses. Do you remember the band of men operating in the
riots that occurred at Seymour and New Albany, Indiana ?

Answer. I remember the newspajier reports of them.
Question. Were they about as bad as those around here?
Ansiver. They were very much of the same character; the result of lawlessness.
Question. You never thought of charging the good people of Indiana with that as a

part of a system ?

Ansiva: No, sir; I think it would be uujnst to make it the basis of an opinion or a
political act. *

Question. A word about this church property. Do you know enough about the Meth-
odist Churcli in its divisions to know whether or not this portion of the country was
given up in a voluntary split to the Methodist Church South ?

Ansiver. In the division in the war?
Question. No ; before the war.

^

Answer. O, yes, sir; that is a matter of history. This was embraced in the territory
of the Methodist E^iiscopal Church South.

Question. Were the churches and property owned by the Methodist Church after the
war, up to the visit of Mr. Lakiu, owned generally by the Methodist Church South?
Answer. I think they were altogether, for there was no Methodist Church North here.
Question. Was the object of Mr. Lakiu to get a majority of the congregation to de-

tach themselves from the church South, and attach themselves to the church North,
thereby putting themselves under the jurisdiction of the Northern Methodist Church f

Answer. My understanding is that the purpose was either to detach or create organ-
izations for the purpose of uniting them with the northern church.

Question. And placing them under the jurisdiction of the notheru church ?

Ansjver. Yes, sir.

Question. So far as he could detach congregations, do you know whether it was the
purpose to carry the property along with them ?

Answer. I have an indistinct recollection of hearing something of the sort said about
some effort to secure the property control of a church. I do not know what it was ; I
have heard many things of the kind asserted about getting control of church i^roperty.
I believe suits have grown out of that.

Question. lu Virginia ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and in Mississippi there was a case, but the circumstances of this
case I do not now recall, and I could not designate with accuracy. I have a general rec-
ollection of an effort made to get the property control of a church, but what church
I do not remember now ; it may have been in the line of his duty.

Question. The persons who belonged to the Methodist Church South, and by the origi-

nal voluntary division still owning the property, of course, strongly objected to remov-
ing their church property to the jurisdiction of another church ?

Answer. 1 presume so ; that was the geueral fact, I believe. There was a feeling
growing otit of that, and I know the animosity between the two churches was quite
bitter ; there was a good deal of feeling about it, but it was a matter in which I was not
interested, aud I gave it no attention, and can testify with no directness or accuracy.

By the CHAii;:\rAN

:

Question. Xoix spoke of the order of the commandant of this post to fire at men
caught with their disguises on. Do yon recollect when that order was promulgated *

A)tswer. No, sir ; I have a recollection of hearing of an order to that effect ; I never
saw it ; but whether that order directed them to tire without challenge, or attea>pt to
arrest or not, I do not know.

Question. A point now upon which I wish to make inquiry is, whether that order had,
in your opinion, any eti'ect in repressing these organizations of armed disguised men ?

Answer. I do not think the order vras issued until after the entry of tliis Klan into
town, but I should presume that it would have that eiFect ; whether it did or not I

cannot say.

Question. Which entry of the disguised men in this town do you mean ; in the sum-
mer or fall ?

Answer. The one that occurred on the night of the riot.

Question. In the fall of I8fid ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. It is your conviction that that order did have that effect to repress these
practices of men banding together aud disguising themselves ?
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Ansiver. I have seated that that wouhl be the natural effect, and it probably did. I

would state that within or about the time—thouj^h I am not positive as to tlie dates

—

the soldiers did arrest three men, either in town or out of it somewhere, and confined
them in the jail. There was no shooting done and the men disaxipeared ; I do not
know where they went to.

QriesiioH. You have expressed the opinion, Mr. Day, that this Ku-Klux Klan, in its

original organization, embraced the poor, dissolute, and irresponsible men in the com-
munity. Do I understand you correctly ?

Answc7: No, sir
;
you do not.

Question. And that they were for the purposes of theft, &c. ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not wish to be understood in that way.
Question. Please correct my misunderstanding.
Ansiver. I have stated that bands of disguised persons, whenever now seen in the

country, I believe to be men who are poor, dissolute, and irresijousible, and that their

organization finds its only power of cohesion in a disposition to steal and to gratify per-

sonal malice. •

Question. Upon what facts within your knowledge does this opinion rest ?

Answer. It rests upon the only case I have seen in which these men have indulged in
violence, and upon my general belief, and that general belief which is shared with the
good men of the country, many of whom I believe to have been associated with
the original organization, but who left that organization and now frown upon it and
condemn it.

Question. How do you know who left that organization ; I understood you to say this

forenoon that you never hoard a man admit that he was a member?
Answer. I did.

Question. How do you know who left it ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. How do you know whether the original organization embraced good or

bad men ?

Answer. I do not know it.

Question. How do you know it did not exist for the purpose of plunder ?

Ansiver. I do not know it and have not asserted it. I have said this, and I now re-

peat it, although I think I have been very explicit and clear on that i>oint, and I can-
not conceive how I could be misunderstood, that I have shared and entertained only
what I consider the popular and general belief in regard to the constituents, purposes,
and fate of that organization; that 1 draw my inference from a general belief, and
fiom the expression of concurrence or non-concurrence that I hear from the good men
of the country, as to its existence or non-existence and purposes.

Question. Did you ever hear that that organization, among other objects, sought to
influence the results of elections ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you believe that to be true which was imputed to that order ?

Answer. No, sir; I did not believe it was organized for that jjurpose, but I think
that organization in existence anywhere would have that effect ; but I believe, and my
recollection is, that there were no elections taking place when that organization cora-

inenc(!d, and the possibility or probability of them was, perhaps, indefinite and un-
certain.

Question. Is it your opinion that this Ku-Klux Klan ever scourged or otherwise mal-
treated Union men because of their opinion or for the pui-pose of deterring them from
voting in accordance with their opinions ?

Answer. I think, probably, that that may have been the case, for partisanship ran
very higli in this country, and it would be very probable that abodj' of men affiliating

in secret, of a common political faith, would be sti mnlatcd to the exercise of violence,

under that state of facts, toward their opponents ; but I have never known of a case

t>f that sort.

Qnestion. Did you ever hear of a case of that kind?
Answer. I liave heard only the popular allegation contained in the newspapers; none

tliat I recall now.
Question. I understood yon to express rather an unfavorable opinion this forenoon as

to tiie truth of newspaper articles.

Answer. I think I assigned my reason. I believe this a reason that is common to all

men who rely upon a given amount of evidence to jirodnce convictions on their minds.
Question. Tliat leads me to incjnire of yon in reference to the article in the Patterson

Guardian in reference to Mr. Lakin. Why did you credit that article, when you ex-

pressed a general disbelief of newspaper accounts?
Answer. If I might be inforfned of tliQ,fact that I did credit it, or had such an idea, I

would give a direct answer.
Qnestion. Do you say you did not credit it?

Answer. I would make the same answer I made to the interrogatories touching my
belief as to the general current of uew.spaper reports of a partisan character. I think
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I neither attached credit nor discredit. I heard it as a general allegation against Mr.
Lakiu. I have never seen it denied, and know nothing more of it than I saw in that
statement.

Question. Did you ever read the original paper in which this article was said to have
been published ?

Ansiver. I think I saw the paper, but I do not think I read it. I think Mr. Clay took
the paper out of his pocket, and was reading it to some one himself. I did not read
the article.

Question. About when was that article published?
Answer. I think within four or five months past. That is my impression of it, though

my memory of dates is inaccurate.
Question. Was it before Mr. Lakiu gave his testimony, on the 13th of June last ?

Answei: I think it was since; in fact, I am pretty clear upon that point.
Question. Do you know anything about the responsibility of the editor of that paper

—

the Patterson Guardian?
Ansioer. I do not.

Question. Do you know whether he is a man of truth ?

Anstver. I know nothing whatever of him.
Question. Did not the fact that Mr. Lakiu had given testimony before the committee

of investigation relating to the political condition of Alabama create a very strong
sentiment against him in this community ?

Answet: Yes, sir, it did; a most decided and emx^hatic one, and it was based upon the
belief that Mr. Lakin knew he had misrepresented the population of which he spoke.
That is undoubtedly the foundation of the decided feeling against him.

Question. That he had done injustice to the State, and he knew it?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is the general belief.

Question. When you speak of the general belief; do you mean that republicans shared
that oi>inion ?

Ansicer. I mean the general belief, as far as I am acquainted with it.

Question. Have you ever heard a republican, in this community or out of this com-
munity, express tlie opinion that Mr. Lakin, in whole or in detail, was not truthful?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. What republican ?

Answer. Mr. Davis, a man that was a republican, and, I reckon, is yet—Nicholas
Davis.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Is he a republican now ?

Ansiver. I reckon so ; I do not know exactly. He has always been rather shaky.

By the Chairman :

Question. You say he is rather shaky?
Ansicer. I do not think he has much faith in the tenets of the creed.
Question. Did he vote with that j)arty last fall?

Answer. I think so ; I do not know.
Question. Is he trusted with the party now ?

Ansiver. I doubt whether he ever was very extensively trusted by them.
Question. Do I understand that he had not the confidence of that party ?

Anstver. You may understand this : that they were, as he alleges, guilty of ill faith
and excesses, utterly outside of the platform on which they professed to stand. My
understanding is that he professes to stand on the platform and declines to defend
the usurpations and violences of which he thought that party guilty through their
congressional action, but he stands squarely on the republican platform as that party
•writes it out and asks the peojile to vote, leaving out of sight the inner springs of mo-
tive and action and the outer evidence of conduct. But he stood on the platform it-

self.

Question. And voted with the party ?

Answer. On recollection, I am quite positive that he voted for Governor Smith last
fall.

Question. How does he stand to-day?
Answer. Well, I have heard him within the last week give his opinion of the demo-

cratic party, and I think that a more zealous republican hearing that would indorse it

and take him by the hand. In other words, he abused the party about as far as the
English language would do it. I think, however, he favors the " new departure" idea.

Question. Then I understand you that he indorses the republican platform, but con-
demns the action of the party?
Answer. He condemns many of their acts, such as the congressional acts, local organ-

ization, and their action putting upon the peojile officers not elected. I think he is op-
posed to that ; but I think Mr. Davis was the first of one, or two, or three men to or
ganize a republican nucleus in this State.

40 A
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Question. I ask whether lie is now, at heart, in co-operation Avith the republican

part5^ ?
" Anstcer. I do not think he is in hearty co-operation with that party. That is my
belief. I think his opinion is that there are many rascals in control that he cannot

affiliate with ; in fact he so expressed himself. I desire to quote as nearly as I can his

idea.

Question. Besides Mr. Davis, what other republican have you heard express an opinion

against Mr. Lakin?
Answer. I do not think any one. I do not remember any one.

Question. Have you heard any republican say that his statement was not true ?

Ansicer. I do not remember any republican. If I have, it has escaped my mind.
Question. Then, if I understand you correctly, with the exception of Mr. Davis, the

unfavorable opinion of Mr. Lakin as a man of character and truth is confined wholly
to the democratic j)arty ?

Answer. With the exception I make, as far as my knowledge goes, it is. In fact I

believe there are very few white members of the republican party in this county. Their
numbers are quite limited. I think that if they united upon the expression of an opin-

ion it would hardly create a public sentiment.

Question. Did I not understand yon to say awhile ago that one hundred and fifty men
had settled in this vicinity aud that the majority of them voted the republican ticket?

Ansxver. I have forgotten the number I assigued. It was along between one hundred
aud one hundred and fifty, and it is my belief that the majority of them vote with the
re})ublican jiarty.

Oucstion. Of the old resident white pox^ulation, what jiroportion vote the republican
ticket?

Answo'. I have forgotten the white voting population of this county. I think the
aggregate vote now is in the neighborhood of five thousand, or a verj- little under it,

and I should think as a mere matter of opinion—it may bo iuaccurate, however—that

there might be from fifty to seventy and perhaps one hundred white men republicans.

My best belief is, though, that that is an overestimate, but I may be inaccurate. I

merely state my impression.

Question. Did I understand you to say that ]Mr. Van Valkenburg located the resi-

dence of Mr. Lakin at Peru, Illinois, and that it was there that he became acquainted
with his character?

Answer. No ; I did not intend to say that, and I do not think I did. If that inference

is in there, it comes from the connection of the answer with the question. What I

understood Mi'. Van Valkenburg to say was this : after the allegation of liis seduction
of his niece by some one in the party where Mr. Van Valkcninug was, he
stated that ho had the information from there—it was from Indiana, and it was
so, or all right. I do not remember his words, but his statement was affirmative in

its character, and I took it that he referred to this alleged seduction ; but whether it

was at Peru, Illinois, or Peru, Indiana, I do not know. My opinion, or rather my
supposition, was that it was Peru, Indiana, if there was such a place, because I lived

within eighteen or twenty miles of Peru, Illinois, and never heard of Lakin.
The CiiAiuMAN. I live within eighteen miles of Peru, Indiana, and have heard of Mr.

Lakin.
Question. Is ilr. Van Valkenburg a very strong, decided democrat ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He came from Peru, Indiana?
Answer. I do not know ; I believe so.

Question. Have you overheard him speak in very bitter terms of the administration?
Answer. No, sir; I do not remember that I ever heard him speak of the administra-

tion at all ; I do not remember that I ever had a personal political conversation with
Colonel Van Valkenburg; I have heard him speaking of political matters.

Question. Was he an officer of the Union Army ?

Answer. I understood so.

Question. What was his rank ? t

Answer. A colonel of infantry.

Question. Did you ever hear that he was dismissed from the service ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw the allegations against him, and also his vindication, in

letters from, I think, nearly every officer of the army of the Potomac, embracing a
large number of them.

Question. Do you recollect what the cause of his dismissal was?
Ansiver. My recollection is that it was alleged defection to the Federal cause, as it

then stood ; I thiulf he was opposed to negro eniancii)atiou ; that is my recollection of
the allegation—a defection of that- character ; and I saw a long list of letters written
to him by officers of the army of the Potomac that were highly commendatory of his

character as an officer, and a most triumphant and circumstantial vindication of his
character generally.

Question. I am not bringing his character into question at all. I simply alluded to
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the fact to ascertain whether it has intensified his hitterness against the republican
party.

Amiver. I am unable to say, sir. You inquire of a fact, and I state all I know
of it.

Question. Has Mr. Lakin's family removed from here ?

Answer. I do not know, sir. My impression is that he has a married daughter, the
wife of Mr. Eains.

Question. Do I understand you to express the deliberate opinion that the jieople

of the South possess the virtue of patience under grievances in a higher degree than
the people of the North ? *

Ansiver. I think this : that there is more stubbornness and tenacity and persistence
in the character of the northern population than there is in that of the southern popu-
lation. I do not know that patience or impatience would necessarily enter into it

when it was a mere matter of jjower and resistance.. I state it from tb'at stand-point.
Question. Did you ever hear it alleged that these hideous disguises adopted by the

Ku-Klux Klau were assumed for the purpose of operating upon the superstitious fears
of the negroes ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I think I have.
Question. Is it your opinion "ihat they were adopted for that purpose ?

Ansicer. Well, I do not know. It would have that effect, I think. Whether that was
the governing purpose in assuming them, or not, I cannot say, but I believe the first

Organization of which I spoke, and which, I have no doubt, was the first organization
which v/as called Ku-Klux, adopted that garb, but I do not think it had any reference
to negroes at that time.

Question. I understood you to say in answer to a question put by Mr. Beck that this
organization sprang uxj when the negro was first thrown forward in political matters

;

am I correct ?

Ansiver. I do not remember of saying so.

Question. You made some response as to when the negro element was first thrown
forward, in answer to a question put by Mr. Beck. Do you recollect your statement ?

A7iswer. I think it was organized about that time, and j)erhaps a little before. I be-
lieve it was organized before the negro element was thrown forward in a political

sense, and I have recited what I think is true in regard to the defensive or proper
character of the organization in its incipiency. I do not know that I connected it with
the negro element.

Question. You have spoken of General Warner, a late Senator from this State. I ask
you to state whether you know or have heard anything derogatory to the character of
General Warner for competency and fidelity in the position which he held?
Answer. Do you refer to his personal characteristics for honesty and humanity, or

his political character ?

Question. I will have the inquiry relate to his xjcrsonal as well as his public character.
Ansiver. I recollect of nothing that I ever heard alleged against Warner's personal

character ; I do not remember anything.
Question. Was ho not eminently faithful to the interests of Alabama while he was in

Congress ?

Answer. Iknow of nothing that ho ever did to injure the State—to injure it from his

stand-point—nothing that involved any turpitude, and I do not remember anything
special that he ever did for it. I never watched his course with any solicitude or in-

terest. I did not know him personally. I regarded him as a clever gentleman.
Question. How long had he resided in i)oiut of fact in the State of Alabama before

his election ?

Ansiver. When was the election ? I have forgotten the date.

Mr. Buckley. July, 1868.

The Witness. I do not know how long Warner had resided here. I saw him at
Montgomery in the winter of 1866. He v/as then just arrived from Ohio, and was
talking of buying a plantation. How far he became a resident or became domiciled
in the State at that time I do not know.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Is it not a fact that he had made one crop of cotton at that time ? •

Answer. I do not know. I have very little information about him myself.
Question. What time did Mr. Lakin come here, to this State, to the best of your

recollection ?

Ansicei: I am not certain about it. My impression is that I first saw him here some
time perhaps in the latter jjart of 1867. I may be wrong ; I have no data from which
I could determine the fact.

Question. Do you know at what time he was indicted, if indicted at aU, in the court
of which you have spoken ?

Ansiver. I have no knowledge whatever of the indictment ; if I have heard of it I

have forgotten it ; but I have no recollection of having heard it.
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Question. To what court had you reference at the Lime iu speaking of the abolition

of a court ?

JwsjtxT. I referred to the newly created city court with enlarged criminal jurisdiction.
Question. That Avas abolished at what time ?

Ansiver. I have forgotten the date ; it was nearly two years ago, I think.

Question. I hold in my hand the acts of the Alabama legislature for 1868. Here is
'• An act to repeal an act to establish the city court of Huntsville, approved August 5,

1868." Is this the act you had reference to ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By ftie Chairman :

Question. Is that the act you referred to as abolishing your civil court ?

Ansiver. I think it is : the court was created here and held perhaps two sessions and
was abolished.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. It was created, then, under the administration of Governor Patten ?

Ansiver. I think, perhaps, it was the legislature succeeding Governor Patton.
Question. But it was abolished by the succeeding legislature ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; it was abolished by the same legislature that created it, I think.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. The act approved August .5, 1868, repealed an act of January 26, 1867, to
establish a city court of Huntsville ?

Ansiver. What is the interim of time ?

Question. From January, 1867, to the 5th of August, 1868.

Answer. Then it was not exceeding three terms ; I could easily inform myself on that
subject.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. I notice on page 434, in the testimony given by Mr. Dox before the com-
mittee, that ho refers to several republicans, naming you among the rest. In that, I

suppose, he was mistaken, was he not ?

Answer. What was the date of his statement ?

Question. It was given July 11, 1871.

Ansiver. Mr. Dox was mistaken iu assigning my political afiSliation to the republican
party.

Question. 1 will read you his statement- Referring to Mr. Lakin, he says :
" There

are others who know him a great deal better than I do—men of his own party, men
who vote as he votes. I can name them, and you may cite them if you choose. I

w-ould name Sir. James Ware, Mr. Figures, editor of the Huntsville Advocate, Mr.
Jolui Reed, Mr. Day."

By the Chaiuman:
Question. Is there any other gentleman of your name here that he could have

referred to ?

Ansiver. No, sir; not that I am aware of.

The following is the record of the evidence in the trial of Holseapple, Lindsay, and

Malono, before United States Commissioner Day, at HuutsviUe, Alabama, September 1,

1871, referred to in the testimony of Lionel W. Day, page 590.

United States
vs.

J.
Trial September 1, 1871.

Holseapple, Lindsay, Malone..!•

W.M. Hendeuson :

Question. What is your namof
Ansiver. William Henderson.
Question. Wliere do you live?
Ansiver. With C. Goodloe.
Question. In what county?
Ansiver. Colbert County.
Question. How loug have you been living there?
Answer. Moved there two weeks after Christmas.
Question. Men came to your house disguised ; how many?
Answer. On Tuesday night, the 15th day of August, I had been talking to Mr. Good-
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loe until 11 o'clock at uiglit, and then went to bed. Four men came to my room and
woke mo np and told me to strike a light. I shook Mack, my boy ; woke him up in-

stead of getting up myself. He got up and made a light, and they then told me to get
up and put on my clothes; that they wanted me to go and show them where Cater
Thompson was. I told them I did not know where he was and did not know him when
I saw him. At that time I had a gun in the sontli corner of the house. One man was
standing between me and the gun. I aimed to get at it and he shoved me back. Two
of the men had pistols and two of them shot-guns, which they presented at me and told
me to go out of the door ; and as I turned around to go out of the door I saw Mr. Duce
Lindsay, who put his hand on my shoulder ; did not hurt me. I knew him by a veil
on his hat being turned back over his hat from over his face. The veil came down over
the face and the shouldera behind. Am well acquainted with him and knew it was him.

Question. How were they dressed?
Answer. They had on black overcoats and white trimmings around the tail, and a cape

came down about half way and white trimming around it. All were dressed the same
way. There was white trimming around the waist. Said they wanted me to go with
him to William Milam's house, and I started out of the door. They then said they did
not want to go there ; that they wanted to go to the quarter. I went on with them
until we got half of the way, when they turned and went out to the railroad due east.

We went down against the quarter on the railroad and halted at a little crossing. Mr.
Duce Lindsay, the same man that helped me all the way down by the slionlder, reached
down and picked up a line at the end of the bridge. Another one I did not know
picked up a bottle of whisky, and then tied me, saying thej^ were afraid that I would
run away and not show them where the house was. After they (hve along and four in

the house) got me tied they wanted me to go to John Atkison's to see if Cater Thomp-
son was there. When we got against the house they said that they did not want John
Atkison ; that they only wanted to take me on tlic other side of the river to keep me
from appearing against them at court any more. Right there Mr. William Malone
Avalked up and jabbed me with a shot-gun and asked me why I went to go to Tuscum-
bia to have them bound over to keep the peace. (Had William Malone and William
Is'ewsom bound over to keep the peace before Mr. Green, justice of the peace. Minnis
admits it was under State authority.) Mr. Malone asked me then didn't Mr. Dean tell

me to go to Tuscumbia f I replied '' No," when he again jabbed me with his gun, and
asked me again did he not tell me to go. To keep him from hurting me, I said " Yes,

sir." He then asked me if Mr. Goodloe didn't. Mr. Dean never told me anything about
it. Went on then until we got to the horses, hitched in the woods, half a mile. Was
then tired ; halted ; had a little lire made up. The little switches they had with them
had fire on the end, and Mr. Duce Lindsay stooped down, struck a match to the lire,

and lit his pipe, and they passed the bottle of whisky around, and then I saw Mr. Ma-
loue's face, as he flung the veil from over his face as I was looking. They got the horses
and iiut me on before them. They then came to the Newport and Cherokee road. Mr.
Duce Lindsay mounted Mr. Holseapple's horse and took me uj) behind him, and Mr.
Holseajjple and William Malone Avent on to get a skiff by the time the others got there, and
then there were only four horses ; two doubled on the gray horse behind me, and I

replied to Mr. Duce Lindsay—didn't call his name as I was afraid to let him know I

knew him—" Please not to hurt me." He raised the veil from over his face, and com-
menced telling me what I had done to him, and how much I had cost him. A few
steps after I dropped my hat in the trotting of the horse. Mr. William Malone and
another a little behind, I did not know, stopped and got it ; he galloped on by me with
my hat in his hand. When I got to the river before Newport Door, there they halted
and told me to get down, and was then tied with my hands behind mo; same rope
came down and was tied around my knees just so. I could not walk fast. One that I

did not know helped me on the fence, and held me until I could get on the liorse,

after getting into Newport road, about seven or ten panels from the corner, and
then one ]}ushed me on the fence. I could use my feet enough to climb on
them to please help me down ; I could not ; one of them marched up and dragged me
the corner of the fence to get on the horse. Got to Newport and begged oue of
off the horse by the collar; do not know the one. Holseapple, who they called

captain, said, " Follow me," and went down to the water and went up the river about
oue hundred and seventy-five yards, then they came to Mulberry Creek aiul there was
askitf; they bailed the water out of it and Holseapiile went in first and called in Mr.
Duce Lindsay; others I did not know were out guarding me and they ordered
him to bring me in the bow of tlie skiff and I went in. They told me to sit down
and told him to come and get by me next to them and turned the skiff out into

the river and went u]i about one hundred yards. Says Mr. Holseapple, "This is

up high enough; we will go across." Went across, as I thought, about half way.
They were going to carry me across when they first put me in to keep from
appearing in court. Mr. Holseapple says, " I want to learn you (we were about half

way across) how to bring responsible white men up before court." Says I, "Gentle-

men, please don't kill me; put mo on the other side audi will leave the country."
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Dnce Lindsay says, "Yes, I want, yon to leave and go to Illinois where all your otber
nation is." Mr. Holseapple says, "Fling tbat damned nigger out of here; I am nut
going to carry him farther." I was then tied, and one man I did not know, that was
sitting next to me, says, " Get out." I said, " I can't get out

;
please untie me." Holss-

apple says. " Fling him out, tiiug him out," and I was sitting witli my feet in the
boat my back foremost, as I was going across, and he f»ut his feet right under my h^i;s

and keeled me over backwards ; in that time he said, " Drown him or let liini wade
out ; if he can wade out of here let him go." As I struck the Avater one was holding
me under with the oar-paddle ; I knew nothing then until my right hand became untied

;

it didn't come untied ; I drew it out of the loop, and after so long a time I came to the
top and got my wind a little and tried to swim and I sunk, and when I found myself
again I had hold of a rock under the water ; turned loose from the rock and tried to
go to the top ; was struggling or drowning, as I thought, all the time; as I tried to
come to the toj^ in the next struggle, my other hand came ont ; I came to the top then
and commenced to swim ; I looked at the mouth of the creek and saw them trying to
fasten the skifi'; I went on the bank; tried to swim Avithont making any noise; during
that time they left, and just as I got in water waist-deep I took a cramp in my hip,

and I had tlien to get on one knee and my hands and crawl out ; where I got out tLo
water was only a foot deep, miry and muddy ; I sat down and untied the string from
around my legs, and then crawled clean out of the water on to firm ground ; slid< d
out ; after I got out, was so full of water I could not walk ; I laid down and happened
to be across a root; I flung up water enough so I could walk a little; I went up the
river about a quarter of a mile, laid over across a stump and flung right smart more
of water ; struck riglit out across to Widow Haley's farm, anc^ I met one of John Otis's

boys and another one, a young man, looked about grown ; asked me what made me so
wet ; I said to him, " I started across the river and fell in ;

" I told him that because I

was afraid tiiese men would find out that I was out and get after me again, and I

wanted to leave there ; I went on then to ^Ir. Brown's and asked him if I might go
across his iield home, and a white man told me I could ; I went right across the field

home, and as I got to the barn, within two hundred yards of Mr. Goodloe's yard. I

met JNlarion ^latthews; he says, " AVhat in the world makes you so wet and muddy?"
8a ys I, " I'lease don't tell if I tell you ; the Ku-K!ux hadnu> audi want to get away fnm
here before they have me again." I did nt)t want them to know but what I was
drowntid until I got away from the country ; I go on then down to the yard, looked in

his garden and saw Mr. Goodloe ; the sun may have been half an hour high, and I

motioned to him, as he told me that niglit to go for a doctor for his daughter, and he
came ))r»'tty briskly to me, and says, "What in the world is the matter; had I been
after the doctor as he told nu^?" I told him I had uot ; that the Ku-Klux came last

night and took me away ; and after a little bit became back, and asked mo what route
they had carried me, and I told him as near as I could ; I told him the route and what
they done as far as they carried me from his house; next day morning ho sent me
down the river and told me to go where I came oat at and get a powder-gourd he
thought he lost down there ; I staid in the neighborhood two days ; staid at home
until I took train ; Friday did not get to train in time; laid at a neighbor's house for

evening train and came down here to Huntsvillo.
Qui>ition. How do you know Holseapple ?

Avuico: I knew his voice at first, and after they got in the river in the skiff I saw-

bis face. I knew his build.

Cross-examination:

On Tuesday, the 1.5th day of August, was at home all daj', working. On Tuesday
night they took mt^ out ; was not iu Newport that day. The day after I got out of the

river, in tiie morning, Wednesday, when I went down to see about trot-line. After I

got out (if river 1 krpt concealed for two days. Saw John Oats; was not down the.e

on Tuesday, but working at Goodloe's all day. Starlight night when I was taken out

;

don't know the time of night. Mr. Goodloe told me to get up iu the morning and go
for the doctor ; went Wednesday morning to Dr. Cross ; saw four men in the room;
did not know them then; saw Mr. Duee Lindsay; swear it was him ; had a cedar light

in the lire-iilaee; can swear that I recognized his features that night ; and swear that
he was in my honse that night; recognized Mr. Malone when they took the drink; tlio

match was lit, and lasted long enongli to burn ont; swear that it was Mr. Malone ; I

imagined it was Mr. Holseapple until we got to the river ; did not have any light ; I an)

certain it was him ; I saw his face without a light, and recognized his features ; had his

hat on. River is about 80U or 'JUG yards wide. First taken out, they went west two
miles, if not two and a half; walked that from my cabin to the horses ; went due north
liallaniile; turned back east, and went three miles on to Newport. The first two
miles were walked very slowly ; next half a mile slow; turned east three miles; rode

it; came to Newpiut. I told Goodloe that they carried me to the river; did not tell

him the route they carried me. After I got in Newport road it was three miles. After

wo got in the road awhile, Mr. Malone and Mr. Holseapx)le went by me to get the skill";
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Jhr.S miles from Mr GoSdloe's; near half au hour by the suu when I got there. Sau

li M^lonS's fa^e at the fire, saw Dace Lindsay's face iu the house, aud Holseapple's

?St Sie tley th eVme out ; saw one little fellow's face ;
did not know him

;
recog-

,= whpn fhev were bound over. I did have a conversation with James Caitei
,
i ma

rottefmm^S IwTld stump up something against them that would cost them

SlOOO ISe Did Tt say bcfoil William Matthews that if they were all ^y waj' of

ffinl^^I^^cmMl^-^Ith^

xSle^lnTmv leos .vei" led Lr "onversatiJu on the road with Matthews and Carter I

Sl^^rmLotatNewpc^t^n^

f^nvff ;i1 ^^diln Itriedto o-et it ho threatened me. Had no suit with Holseapple;

w^s^ wilnesl Mr' Snlly was one of the men who was going to help Mr. Malone
his

WM. + HENDERHON.
mark.

Witness : James M. Edgar.

Mark Henderson: Uncle Henderson is my father; he is my mother's husband.
^

T

rioSr S;;; iook Whuam HendL<5, out of the b«u» I staid in L«»i»'., hoas«

Henderson ^-as the day before the n.glit they tooli him out.

Cross-examined

:

, tt i t- n„^f„,.

p5.rtoiaany.,„dy.hat^wonld^^^^^^^^^

eon was the day before. I wasn't there.
^^.^

MARK X HENDERSON,
mark.

Witness : James M. EdCxAR.

mammmmmMm
T tnld him " I thought he had been on one ot his UigUrunks. xie luiu mc ^

ia^Si'l'n in fris h?use and taken him out ami threw hun m ^e rn ,,^ Don t xceol-
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row evening- who it was. Don't recollect of seeing him any more that day. Don't
recollect whether it was the nest day, I saw him knocking about home.

Cross-examination

:

It was a little after sun up when I saw him the next morning. He said nothing more
in conversation. He did. not say he didn't know who done it. He only said he would
find out by to-morrow evening. Saw him no more that day, but saw him a day or two
after. From the first to the next conversation it was an hour and a half. I saw him
in Goodloe's garden, Tuesdaj^ morning.

Calvin Goodloe : Lives in Colbert County, District Northern Alabama. I know a
colored man named William Henderson that haslivedatmy house since February 10th,
or about then. I saw him Tuesday night, about dusk, and saw him after 11 o'clock.

The last time I saw him he was with me a half an hour. His house is forty steps from
mine ; his wife was hired to me as a cook two weeks before I discharged her. Tuesday
morning he came to me and said his wife had come back. I told him to go on with her
where she wanted to go. Told me his wife had gone to Cross's ; about 10 or 11 o'clock
he came and said he had changed his mind ; he was sober that nighWwhen we parted.
I heard nothing of a disturbance. I heard a noise or knocking at his house, and sup-
posed he was picking up his wife's things. I saw him tbe nest morning a little before
sunrise. I saw him northwest of my house, near the gate. I was in the garden ; as I

came out of the garden he came in the gate and called me ; said he had not been to
the doctor's. He asked if I did not see the men that took him off. I told him if

he had been taken oft' and drowned he could get evidence enough. I told him to keep
himself secreted. I got on my horse and went to the river and saw some evidence of
tbe tracks around the boat, and evidence where he bad puked some peach-peelings and
a good deal of water. Saw a great nuiuy tracks on the railroad. Saw some tracks at
the gin-house, and went to the place that they put him on a horse, and found there had
been three or four horses hitched there, and found evidence of his being put on a horse.
The river is low and you can see 6 or 8 feet in it. I saw marks coming up the banks as
if some one had been dragged ; traces of persons' iiauds and the tracks of where some
])('rson had laid down ; the signs were that he had thrown up a great deal of water.
There was little dust on one of the rails. The top rail had been removed ; there was a
shoe track there ; 1 noticed his appearance when he came to me that morning ; he was very
wet and looked badly, as if ho had been on a big drunk. I noticed when 1 came back that
he had been tied ; there was a mark the one-third of a plow-line on his flesh of the
left hand, and a mark on the right arm. I think he worked in my garden Tuesday.
I saw him about 7.30 a. m. Tuesday. I saw him next about 7 o'clock same day; came
to tell me he would go away. I was not at home on Tuesday, some men working at
my house whom I do consider ray family. I went to town on Thursday. When I went
to the river on Wednesday I took my gun. I lost my gourd, aud sent him to the river
to see if he could iiud it ; ho could not find it ; do not know whether he went to the
river. Knew him since Januarj' 17 ; saw him before an acquaintance ; do not know
him to have had any difliculties. I know he went to a justice of the peace and asked
him in regard to having a settlement between himself and Mr. Malone. I know of no
difiiculties he had with any one in his disijosition. I consider him an ordinary man,
and an obedient one. I consider his character as good as any nigger's.

Cross-examination :

I know nothing about his being put in a river only from what he told mc. After I
heard the knocking on Tuesday, and before I went to sleep the clock struck 2. Think
that day would break at 4.30 a. m. He told me of the evidences of his route. Three-
(juarters of a mile from Newsome's well to the railroad ; from my house to where the
horses were was one and three-quarter miles or two miles ; to the Newport road, be-
tween a half and one mile. The river at the place where I saw the boat was 800 yards
wide ; to the middle 400 yards. It would take a man to row a skiff from the middle
of tlu! river back to where I saw it, five minutes. Fresh tracks from Newsome's was
going northeast. His character is good as the average of niggers of the country. Can-
not say as to his general character, do not kuow it. From mj' house to the river, to
travel the road he said he did, would bo seven miles. Never saw him take a drink.

Colonel MiNNis

:

Were any tracks barefooted ?

I measured it at the river and found it the same track as his ; from all I have heard
speak of him his general character is good.

J. C. GOODLOE.
DEFENSE.

Robert Lindsay : I am a brother of one of the defendants ; no relation to the
others. On the 15th day August I was at homo ; on the night of the 15th August I
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was at Holseapj)le's mill ; staid all night ; Mr. Holseapple staid witli me that night

;

slept together ; I slept but very little ; I was on a pallet ; he told nie some one was
stealing his corn, and wanted me to go up and stay at his mill, and see if we could not
catch the thief; went to bed about 10 o'clock, and slept together; it was a little

before daybreak when wc got up. Mr. Holseapple's mill was between five and six

miles from Newport. Mr. H. could not have been absent without ray knowing it ; he
scarcely moved but what he woke me up. I know William Henderson ; I know his

general character to bo bad. I know Mr. Holseapple's character is as good as any
man's in Colbert County. Henderson's character for truth and veracity is very bad,
and would not believe him on oath. I sle^it two nights at Mr. Holseapple's mill, with
liim ; the nights of the 15th and 16th. The reason I left the mill before daylight is

that it might not be known that we were sleeping there, as we wanted to catch the
thief.

Cross-examination

:

I slept at the mill other nights ; went to the mill and left home between 8 and 9
o'clock, just after the 8 o'clock train passed Cherokee; about 10 o'clock when I laid

down ; about a long mile from where I lived ; I have staid about five nights altogether

;

cannot tell the dates of the other nights ; no one at the mill that night but Holse-
apple and myself; we both started from the mill together. I rode a black horse to the
mill. I have known Henderson since four years ago ; was drunk when I first saw him

;

do not know him to have ever been indicted. He had a case against Wm. Malone, and
one at Tuscumbia. Know him to have a difficulty with Mr. Horton and Mr. Woodfin,
about lies being told ; his character is bad, as every one considers him a A'ery tncan nig-

ger. Mr. John Campbell caught him stealing ; saw my brother that night ; ho was
at home when I got there. I went in and went to bed ; had not slept much all night

;

one room to the mill.

Kalten : Was after daybreak when I got home. I could not say that he was there
when I got there.

Commissioner : I fix the date of my sleeping at the mill by Mr. Holseapple's bringing
some fruit-jars aud told me to send them up to his place on his wagon. My books
show the date of the 15th to be the purchase of those jars ; and that night I hired a
livery-horse and went up there. I am certain it is the same night of the day of the
purchase of those jars that I slept at the mill.

K. M. LINDSAY.

George Rutherford : Live in Colbert County, twelve miles south of Cherokee;
know Mr. Duce Lindsay. On the 15th of the last August I was at Mr. D. Lindsay's

;

staid there the night of the 15th; slept with Duce Lindsay in the side room by the

counting-room; went to bed between 9 and 10 o'clock; slept with him in the same
bed; it was about day-light when I woke him up ; I was awake once during the night
and Mr. Lindsay was in bed then ; do not know how far from there to Newport. Mr.
Neal Garmiu slept there that night ; was staying at Mr. Lindsay's ever since the 5th
August; slept with him every night up to the time ho came to Huntsville, except on
Saturday nights. I slept in same bed when he came to Huntsville. I am not ac-

quainted with Henderson; his character in the neighborhood where I live is a bad
reputation. I do not think he has a good character as a truthful and a responsible

man. I am certaiu that I slept there on the 15th. Mr. Holseapple and Mr. Malone

—

have not been acquainted with them long. Mr. Lindsay has as good a character as

any man within my knowledge in that county. Mr. Holseapple's and Mr. Malone's
characters are the same, as good as any man. I do not think I would believe Hender-
son on oath, from a knowledge of his general character ; his reputation is bad, from
good authority. Mr. Garmiu slept in an adjoining room ; had slept there tliree or four

nigbts.

Cross-examination

:

I live twelve miles from Cherokee ; live in Colbert County ; went there on the 5th;

am working there. I slept every night, except Saturday nights, in the same bed Avith

him up to and after the 15th. Do not know wliat time I woke up. Went to sleep again

and did not wake up until about daylight. Had no horse there, I was not out myself
that night. Heard of Henderson's character before this affair. He lived at Allsborough

awhile with Mr. Harris. I was not acquainted with him then. It was some two years

ago. I heard Mr. Harris and others, I do not remember, speak of his character. Mr.

Woodfin, for another ; Eobert Woodfin.
GEOEGE S. EUTHERFORD.

Neal Garvon : I live in luka, Mississippi. Have been in Colbert off and on since

August 10. Worked there on the night of the 15th. I slept in Mr. Lindsay's back
room. Mr. Duce Lindsay and Mr. Rutherford slept in side room. The door was open
all night. Went to bed between 9 and 10 o'clock, as near as I can remember. Mr.

Duce Lindsay went to his room and pulled off his clothes. I got up next morning at
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good daylight, and lie Tras there then. I was going ont of the window when they
were putting on their clothes. Do not know how far it is to Newport. Do not know
Henderson. Know nothing of his character. Knew Mr. Lindsay and Holseapple four
years. I have not known any harm or anytliiug wrong about any of them. They are

just as respectable as any men in Colbert County. I saw Mr. Duce Lindsay and Mr.
Rutherford putting on their clothes on the morning of the 16th. I saw them through
the door as 1 went to the window.

bis

NEAL + GARVON.
mark.

Witness : James M. Edgar.

Alexander Malone: Live in Colbert County; am the father of William Malone
;

and have known Mi*. Holseapple and Mr. Lindsay for several years. Their character

is as good as any man in Colbert County. From my knowledge of William Henderson,
I would not believe him on oath. William Malone lives in the same house with me.
On the night of the 15th August William Malone was at home. Generally go to bed at

8 or 9 o'clock at night. His little boy was very unwell at that time, and he aud his

wife were frequently up during that night. I heard them talking. There was a hall

between our rooms ; do not remember it particularly that night. His child was in such
a condition that it required attention during the night. From Lindsay's store to New-
port it is little over six miles ; from my house, Newport, two and a half miles ; to

Calvin Goodloe's, three miles. I am satistied that it was before aud about aud^xfter
the 15th his child was sick aud required attention. He would have to come into the

hall to pass from his room. The bolt makes a groat deal of noise, and has waked me
up frequently.

Cross-examination

:

Have no particular recollection that night about going to bed. Hall between my
room and his. There are windows in the room that went outside. I have known Hen-
derson since January or February twelve months ago. He came to my house to work,
and worked until Christmas. Had a difficulty with my son in getting to a settlement.

Henderson is a bad character. Often heard men speak of his character.
ALEX. JIALONE.

James Carter : I live at Mr. Malonc'.s—Mr. William and Samuel Maloue's. Lived
there nearly two years. Was in Mr. Maloue's yard on the 15th August. Remember
the night wheu Henderson was taken out. Went to bed between d and 10 o'clock.

Got up half an hour before day. Was up two or three times. Heard the dogs barking
and n)aking a good deal of noise. I have charge of the horses. Had them locked u[}

during the niglit of tlie 15th; had the key in my pocket. Saw Mr. Malone about
midnight; saw a light in his room ; saw him in the room, waiting on his child, about
midnight; saw him when I got up ; ho was still there. His child \ias still sick; sick

afterward. I worked on the road once with Henderson. He spoke of some men being
great euemies of his, and he was going to have spite out of them. He mentioned Mr.
Maloue's luime as one. Henderson's character is not very good, from the way he has
acted with me and others. He is a man that don't like to see others do well. He
stands well with some of his own people, and with others he don't. Heard him talked
about a great deal.

Cross-examination

:

Live at William Maloue's ; have had no difficulty with Henderson, except some
cross words once. I have heard him having difficulty down below " Fossick Square "

with some men. I have no prejudice against him ; never carried a pistol for him or any
other man. Remember particularly that on Tuesday night was up at midnight ; the

dogs kept up suth a barking in the "lot that I thought that there was something going
on. I found a strange dog was what they were l)arking at. Ho came to my room and
asked for the key to get his horse, as he Avas going to town. I learnt on Sunday that

night was the 15th August. I am always asking questions in regard to the day of the
month. I got up on Monday morning an hour to day. Did not tell Mr. Henderson
that Mr. Malone had given me a bottle of whisky to raise a fuss with him ; did not tell

it to him Avorking on the road. Did not tell him that he had given Jack Dement aud
Charles Hamilton some cigars before Mr. Newsom's.

bis

JAMES -f CARTER.
mark.

Witness : James M. Edgar.

Wiu.iAM ]MATin:ws : Live in Colbert County ; live at Mr. Newsom's. Know William
Henderson ; had a conversation on the road ; heard him say if ho could get a party

of men like himself aud kill out all the God damned white men aud yellow nig-

gers, the State would be better than it is. Albert Goodloe was there. Henderson baa
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got no character -with either -white or hlack. From my kno-v\'ledge of his general
character, I -u'ould believe nothing he -would say.

Cross-examination

:

Albert Goodloe, and Snnth, Frank Taylor, (white man,) he -worked at Mr. Rankius's.
These are all I know heard the expression. Think there -n^ere twenty-live or thirty men
that heard that; can't remember the names of any others; Joe'Greenhill was not
there ; Wash. Newsom -yvas not there

; Frank Davis was there working in the party
;

it was spoken on Wednesday, the same day that Henderson and Smith had made up
a plot to strike me with a pick. I worked with the white men. This was between
Mr. Holseapple's and Mr. Newsom's places. I was passing by on a horse at the time,
carrying it to the overseer of the road, who was up at the head of the men.

his

WM. -f MATHEWS,
mark.

Witness : Jaisies M. Edgak.

Mahion Mathews : I do know William Henderson's character. Do not think he
is under good character. Would not believe him on oath.

Cross-examination :

I don't know as I could name any particular persons that spoke of his character ; it

was his conduct—bis chat principally—what he said about other people. I have heard
it said through the county that he was a bad man. Heard Mr. Campbell say so.

From what I have seen myself, I would not believe him. Have heard him speaking of
Mr. Goodloe in rough ways. I am acquainted with the character of defendants;
their character is remarkably good—as good as any man in Colbert County.

M. F. MATHEWS.
Mr. WooDFix : Live in Colbert County ; know defendants ; know them to have a

remarkabl y good character. I have seen Henderson ; his character among the negroes
was very bad, especially on my place and Mr. Alexander's place ; they came to us and
requested us not to allow him on the place, as he was a villainous liar; would not be-
lieve him under oath. I live two miles from Allsborough. His character here among
-white and black is very bad.

Cross-examination

:

Never had him employed ; he came out to my place some five or sis times, until the
negroes requested me to make him quit coming there. He tried to hire to me ; he was
then living at Mr. Harris's ; he said Mr. Harris was giving him $12 ; I offered him the
same ; Harris told me that he said that he was ottered $15.

EGBERT WOODFIN.
Mr. Horton: Live in Colbert County, and am not acquainted with Holseapple

and Malone, but know Mr. Lindsay for many years; his character is good. I know
Henderson; known him from 1869; his general character is bad among both black
and white ; -svould not believe him on oath.

Cross-examination

:

He lived at my house ; he lived with me ; he staid there about four months, or a
little longer ; run off every two or three days ; tried to do him some good ; when he
left the neighborhood for good I never heard of him until I met him on the railroad.

his

AZARANA -f HORTON.
mark.

Witness : James M. Edgar.

M. A. Campbell : I live in Colbert County, in the Northens, six miles from Cherokee

;

know the defendants; know their general character; it is remarkably good; know
William Henderson t-v\'0 years last April ; know his general character ; it is remarkably
had; would not believe him on oath.

Cross-examination

:

I live four miles from where he did live ; think Henderson came to our house in April
or May a year ago; never heard of his being sworn in court; beseemed to have a
falling out with all the blacks ; to row a skiff from the middle of the river to the bank,
and fasten it, would probably take ten or fifteen minutes, sujipose the river to be half
a mile wide.

M. A. CAMPBELL.
Doctor Dement:
Qiiestio7i. How long would it take a man to drown under water ?

Answer. A minute or a minute and a half; I think it would be impossible to stay
under water ten minutes and struggle out.
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HuNTSViLLE, Alabajia, Octoher 9, 1871.

JOHN CALVIN GOODLOE sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. State your place of residence ?

Ansicer. Colbert County, Alabama. My post-office is Barton, Alabama.
Question. Are you acquainted with a colored man of the name of William Henderson?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Did ho ever live upon your place ?

Ansiver. He did.

Question. At what time ?
>

Ansiver. From the 9th of February to the 13th of August, 1871.

Question. You may state what was his character for truth and veracity.

Ansiver. I have testified, as I am willing to testify now, that he was an ordinary
negro of common character—neither remarkable for veracity, nor did he have
well, he never told me a lie in his life, that I know of. I took him to be a negro of
ordinary character.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Your testimony (referring to the record attached to the testimony of L. W.
Day, on trial of Holseapple, Malone, and Lindsay) was :

" His character is as good as

ordinary negroes. From all I have heard speak of him, I consider his character like

that of any other negro."

Answer. That is it. ,

By the Chairsian :

Question. How is his gc^neral moral character?
Answer. It was average. It was not bad, so far as I know.
Question. Was he an industrious man ?

Ansiver. He Avas a very industrious man to labor—one of the best hands I had
hired. That was his character in that neighborhood.

Question. State whether you are acquainted with M. A. Campbell, sometimes called

Dick Campbell.
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I know Dick Campbell very well. He lives within six miles of mo.
Question. State whether you refer to the same Campbell who was called against

Henderson to i)rove his bad character on the examination held before Mr. Day, the
commissioner.

Ansiver. Tbc same Campbell.
Question. What have you heard Mr. Campbell say in relation to Henderson's charac-

ter as a uioial man, or as a negro ?

Answer. I heard Campbell make this remark : "You have got Henderson ?" I said,

"Yes, I have hired Henderson." He said, "He will make one of the best hands you
ever had. He is one of the best hands I ever had on my place, but he is a great
rascal," or " he is a great runabout." That was the word.

Question. What do you know in relation to any outrage being committed on Hender-
son about the 15th of August, 1871, by a baud of disguised men ?

Ansiver. I know nothing of a disguised baud doing anything to Henderson. I am
satisticd from the circumstances and evidence that I saw that Henderson was Ku-
Kluxtd, or dealt very roughly with, but I did not see who did it. I do not know
whether they were disguised or not. I did not see the party. I only saw the signs of
the damage.

Quesiion. I will ask you to state to the sub-committeo whether you saw Henderson
upon the morning succeeding the time when it was alleged that he was Ku-Kluxed.

Ansiver. Mr. Chairman, if you will let me state the circumstances connected with it,

I think it would be more satisfactory to the committee.
Question. Very well, proceed in your own way.
Answer. There is a good deal to make you understand it, that would, perhaps, be useless,

but I will start at Tuesday morning, on the 15tli. Henderson came to mo and told me
that his wife had come to my house to work. I told him to take his wife and go away

;

that she was annoying me. I was in the act of moving oft', going to Tuscumbia, on horse-

back, and I came back. Ho told mo ho would take my advice ; that his wife had given
considerable trouble, and would go toEastport, Mississippi, audgoout of the State. I told

him I would settle with him in the morning—it was late then. He went oft", as I thought,
to lix up before going away. I came out ou my porch about 11 o'clock; the clock had
struck before I left the room. It was a warm night. Henderson came up to the door,

and said: "Master, if you are willing, I will not go away; Patience has got me away
from sevei'al homes, and this is the best home I ever had ; I will go to Doctor Cross, and
get her to come and get her things and go away." I told him she could stay, but I said

to him, " You are in danger of being Ku-Kluxed." Some of those parties, accused
since of Ku-Kliixiug him, had threatened his life, ho stated, and he had had them
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bound over to keep the peace. I told bim I tbougbt be bad better go away, but be
niigbt stay. He was a good band and got very reasonable wages. He came after crop
season commenced. I said, " You take tbe Nellie mule and go to Doctor Cross, and rell

bim to come and see my little cbild, and bring your wife. You can ride tbe mule."
He went off to bis room. At 4 o'clock in tbe morning I waked up; sent out a little

boy to see if Henderson bad made for tbe Doctor's. He reported tbat be bad been gone
a long time. It occurred to me tbat Henderson bad taken my mule and bad ber
bitcbed out all nigbt. I sent to know wben be went. Tbe old man wlierc be lived
said, " two or tbree bours ago." I did not tbink anytbing more about it until nearly
sunrise, wben Henderson came in near wbero I was working in my garden. He cam'e
up back of tbe garden. He was entering tbe yard, and was attracted to tbe garden by
me, and motioned me to come out. I tbougbt be bad some message from the doctor.
As soon as I got up to bim, I saw tbat be was perfectly wet and looked very badly—as
tbougb be bad been badly drunk or drowned. I asked bim wbere tbe doctor was.
He said " Don't you know tbe men carried me away last nigbt ?" I told bim " No."
He appeared astonisbed. Witbout saying a word more, I called a little boy, and told
bim to take my borse and go for the doctor, and tell bim during tbe day to call there.
Then I returned to Henderson, and said, "Don't you tell me no cock and'bull story. If
you have been thrown into tbe river, give me tbe evidence. I know the place, and I will

see." He said be could do it. Tbat was a very dusty time of tbe year. He told me I

could see bis tracks from bis bouse in my yard down to the corner of tbe orchard.
He said they started west there, and concluded to go to the railroad soutb to where
tbey stopped for a palaver, and be said I could see tbe tracks tbere. He said
there were five men, be being tbe sixtb ; tbat on the road to tbe river I could see tbe
tracks though there was mucb travel on it. He told me tbat at a quarter on
my place, at Ragin's bouse, wbere tbey drank whisky, they spilled it, and cursed
about the spilling. He said, if I went on to Ncwsome's well, I could see tbe
sign again, and after I bad passed bis gin-bouse I could see tbe tracks to tbe south-
west corner of Newsome's field, where tbe four borses were bitcbed ; that they
bad two horses tbat dunged wbile be was tbere, and tbey bad built a little fire as big
as tbis, (be sbowing by bis bands, as if bolding it in bis hands.) He said tbatfour got
on tbe borses there, and one walked bebind bolding tbe rope tbat be was tied with, and
went to tbe Newport road. He said that on tbe first corner of tbe fence, on tbe New-
some side, wbere the briars give out tbey stopped and i^usbed bim on tbe fence, cross-

ing it. He said tbat if I would go on to the river, I could see wbere they put bim in a
boat, not a dug-out, but made of plank ; tbat tbey poled bim up tbe river with a
long stick tbat bad bark on it and that was crooked ; that, about one bundred yards
above tbe moutb of the creek tbat entered into tbe river, I could see wbere be came out
by a log on the bank and x^uked. He also stated who saw him coming home, a Mi".

Brown. I got my breakfast soon after, and witbout saying to bim that I was going, I

went to tbe river in the first place and saw tracks. I could tell bis track, for be was
barefooted. I could see bis track wbere be came out of tbe w^ater for ten feet under
tbe water. I could see the print of bis fingers and bis knees in the mud asbe came out
on all-fours. I saw wbere be fell down on tbe bank. Tbere was tbe impression of tbe
cloth seams of bis breeches. I could see Avbere be bad moved a little up the bank and
puked. There was tbe evidence there on tbe ground. He bad thrown up considerable
amount of watermelon seeds and peach-peelings. I followed his track homeward and
around. I found the tracks at tbe well, at tbe corner of the orchard, found tbe borse
tracks, tbe bitching-places, the dung, the little fire, tbe iilace where tbey put bim on
tbe fence, and bad moved the top rails in doing so. I saw tbe dust on tbe rails, which
looked like a barefooted person had stepped on tbe fence, and at the river, at the moutb
of the creek, tbere was a crooked pole with bark on it. I then came home and told bim
to get away as soon as be could, for I knew be would be killed if be did not, as these

men bad been satisfied that they bad finished bim.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Did you see any marks of the rope on bis person?
Ansiccr. Yes, sir; there was an indentation in bis left arm, showing tbat a tbird or

balf of the rope bad been buried in it ; and be was a bony negro too. He said bis bands
were tied bebind bim, but be thought be got loose through bis hands. The mark on
bis right arm and wrist looked as if it was made by roUiug—as if it had been made by
tbe rope rolling. There is no doubt, in my mind, of bis having been put in the river.

Tbe signs of whicb be bad told me were found exactly as be stated. I never saw any-
tbing so comjiletely perfect in my life. I asked him how be had come to notice things

so particularly, and ho said they had, when tbey called him, asked bim to go out and
bunt Cater, wbo bad killed a man, and they made out they were trying to find bim

;

tbat tbey afterward said, wben tbey got.bim down tbere, tbat tbey were going to put
bim across tbe river, but not hurt bim. He said be did not then think tbat they would
burt bim ; that be thought about it all the time, and noticed them particularly. He
said tbey drank ; tbat they had vails over their faces, and they put up their vails fre-



638 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

quently to driuk ; and that they lighted their cigars iu his presence with lucifer

matches. He did not state then, but when I came back he told me, who they were. I

did not think to ask him at lirst who they were. I am satisfied I heard them when
they took him off. It was between 1 and 2 o'clock. I heard them knocking there,

but I thought that it was him fixing up his wife's plunder. It did not attract my at-

tention. I learned afterward, from the old man who was there, that they did make a
noise.

By the Chairman :

Question. How many of the parties did he identify ?

Answer. Three positively.

Question. Who were they ?

Answer. James Holseapple, William L. Malone, and C. C. Lindsay—commonly called

Duce Lindsay.
Question. Did these persons live in that neighborhood ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; near Cherokee.
Question. Had he had any trouble with William Malone ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he had caused William Malone to go before the justice of the peace
to make a settlement with him for his last year's work, and William Malone had threat-
ened him, so he stated, and he had William Malone bound over to keep the iieace.

Question. Did he describe what they did with him when they took him into the skiff

in the river ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question, State to the committee all that he said on that subject.

Answer. He said that one went into the skiff first. They made him get in second.
There was one behind and two before him—three in the skiff; that they poled up two
or three hundred yards and then out. It was iu the night, and it looked to be pretty
nearly half-way across, when one said, "I am tired of pulling the skifi"; let this

damned nigger wade across; it is .shallow;" and with that the captain told them to

heave him out, and they heaved him out, with his hands tied behind him and the rope
on his left leg.

Question. Did he say anything about a paddle being put ou him ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You may state what ho said.

Answer. He said he conunenced begging them not to throw him out, but one of them
threw him out, and put a paddle ou his neck and sunk him; that he went down, and
when ho rose bo could not see them ; that he heard them talking, and saw them on
the bank.

Question. Who did he say was the captain of the party?
Answer. I do not remember. I think the captain was one he did not swear to posi-

tively—did not identify. I do not know that I asked him that question—I do not re-

member.

By Mr. Buckley:
Question. Is the water deep there ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The men Avho took him out knew when they took him to the deep
channel. The steamboat channel is out about two hundred yards or more. In the
middle he could have waded ; in fact, ho could have waded out by himself within the
width of this house if he bad knowu the way; but there is a bar about two hundred
and fifty yards from the mouth of that creek, and there is deej) water. It is twenty
feet deep in places.

'

By the CnAinMAX:
Question. Was it that deep in the i)laco he describes as where he was thrown in ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; ten or twenty feet deep, I would say. It is where wo fish with the
trot-line, which you know, Mr. Beck, is always in deep water.

Question. Did yoia ever tell Mr. Day, the commissioner, that negroes had no souls?
Answer. Not to my recollection. I do not remember it. I have seen some that I

thought had very little, and some I thought had more than some white men I have
had, a great deal.

Question. Did you ever make that remark to any one unless in jest ?

Answer. Never in my life. It is not my belief, if it is so reported as expressed by me.
Question. I will ask you to state if you are acquainted with a colored man named

Jordan Wright ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Qtiestion. What, if amything, do you know of your own knowledge, or from knowledge
derived from others, in relation to his having been whipped iu December or January
last ?

Answer. Well, I know Jordan Wright. He was raised by me. Ho taught a school
at Cherokee last fall and winter, and I know from general reiJort that ho was whipped
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"by men in disguise and made to leave tlio country. That is wliat everybody says, and
what his brotlier told me. I have never seen the negro since.

Question. How many were said to have been in the band ?

Answer. His brother told me there were twelve or thirteen, and another negro, who
went to his house, told me there were seven.

Question. What was Jordan Wright's alleged offense for which ho was whipped ?

Answer. The alleged offense was that he taught school, I think, and they did not
want him to teach a school. Some boys had hid the key to his school-house, and he
reported to the school commissioner that they had locked up his school-house, and he
could not get in. They reported he was impudent in doing this. He told me that was
all he had said. The superiutendeut had told him to go back, and when he got back
he found they had put the key in the door. That is the only difficulty I ever heard of.

Question. What sort of a colored man is he ? /

Ansiver. A very respectable colored man ; as much so as any I know. He was raised
right in my neighborhood.

Question. In what neighborhood did this occur ?

Ansiver. Thirteen miles west of Tuscumbia, on Limestone Road, in Colbert County.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. What was the date ?

Ansicer. Last winter, about Christmas.

By the Chairman :

Question. You say he left that neighborhood, and has not been back to your knowl-
edge?
Answer. He left, but he has been back. He disappeared until recently. He is now

in Tuscumbia, at his brother's, near my place. Ho has been working on an island. I
asked his brother why he went there. He said he did not waut to be seen, and he
went there to work. His mother lives there. The impression was that he had gone
to JVIississiiipi, or somewhere else.

Question. Do you know, of your own knowledge, or are you informed, of any other
violences committed by men banded together within the last two years, in your section
of the country ?

Answer. I thiuk not. I know of none as disguised men, or men banded together at
night. I cannot thiuk of any.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. I believe you have planting interests ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What effect upon the labor of your community do these outrages have ?

Answer. It has had, in my honest opinion, a good effect in my immediate locality,

because the negroes have behaved better there than anywhere I have ever heard of,

or better than could be expected. I have thought they were intimidated by this

thing at the start, and that was, perhaps, one of the causes of it. The status of the
negro in my neighborhood, in my opinion, is better than it is anywhere else. They are
v/orkiug well and are treated well, and are not afraid of anybody, I think. I do not
think they are afraid of being Ku-Kluxed.

By the Chairman :

Question. Do they generally A'ote at elections ?

Answer. Yes, sir. They have not voted in the last two elections much. I went to
the election on purpose to see. I went for a motive ; I wanted a friend elected, and I

went in order to try to get some votes for him. I attended that precinct, and the ne-
groes did not vote, but they told me, when I tried to get them to vote, that it was not
from intimidation that they did not vote ; that they were not afraid, but thej' did
not know what they were voting. Some of my own negroes told me so. I owned a
good many before the war. I wanted them to vote for a man for sheriff, and I thought
they were afraid when they would not do it, but they said they were not ; they did not
understand what they were voting for. »If the negroes are intimidated by the Ku-
Klux there now, they do not express it. I think the hanging of three negroes in Tus-
cumbia, three years ago, had the effect to intimidate them ; but in Tuscumbia, now,
they vote to a man.

Question. Would not such cases as William Henderson's and Jordan Wright's naturally
intimidate them ?

Answer. No, sir. I think they looked upon that as a jiersonal difficulty between these

men and Henderson. I think the negroes so looked upon it.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. To settle that personal trouble Henderson resorted to law ?

Answer, Yes, sir.
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Question. Aucl had these parties bouudover ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Before whom?
Answer. Before Squire Green, of Tuscumbia, and one of them went up voluntarily,

•without any evidence, and submitted and gave bond. He said he was guilty, and had
been wrong, and submitted a bond, so I understood. I was not there.

By the Chairm^vn :

Question. Do you know of any cases of conviction and punishment for outrages by
men banded together and disguised in this section of country ?

Answer. I do not, in my section.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. You have heard, have you not, of other cases in this section of the State,

where disguised men have taken out parties and whipped them at night ?

Answer. I liave heard of one case recently that occurred in Limestone County, the
only case I can think of now.

Question. What case ?

Ans^ccr. It is a case in which a man named Sam Moore was put in jail here.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Weir's case ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I know Weir, when I see him.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Speaking of your schools in that section of the State, do not the planters
there generally favor schools for freedmen ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And who is it that opposes these schools ?

Answer. A rabble of trifling men.
Question. What kind of men ?

Answer. Poor whites, the negroes call them. They thought the negroes would get on
an equality with them if they went to school. The intelligent men have built school-

houses several times, and encouraged them.
Question. The planters find it to their interest ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and if it was not to their interest, they would not throw obstacles
in their way; the community there want schools?, negro schools particularly; that is,

the siood part of the population do.

Question. Have j'ou heard of any other schools being bi'oken up ?

Answer. No, sir. There is a trilling negro there, with not as much sense as a ram,
teaching a school, and he is unmolested ; a negro that gets drunk and runs about, and
is generally trifling. On account of this outrage the people have turned the other
way. As to Ku-Kluxes going about, i^retendiug to bo Ku-Klux, in my own opinion
there is no Kn-Klux.

Question. Do you think that an organization of that kind did exist in this portion of
the State ?

Answer. I think it did, three years ago, and the best people of the country were
in it.

Question. You think it has been disbanded ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; for two j'cars or more.
Question. And bad meu use that to rob and commit depredations?
Answer. Yes, sir; to gratify personal grievances and spite.

Question. You have no diflEiculty in executing the law here?
Answer. No, sir. In my oi)inion, as to Ku Kluxing, a very sorry class of people get

into it, and they will swear a lie to prove anything they want to.

Question. You think they arc bound together by an oath ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I do not know about their oath myself. The people are as

mucli disposed to enforce the law in North Alabama as in Massachusetts, in my opin-

ion ; that is, the bone and sinew of the country.
Question. But there is a difficulty in identifying parties who commit crime in the

night and in disguise ?

Answer. Yes, sTr ; and would be if there was never a Ku-IGux.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Have you been connected with the court as foreman of the grand jury
lately ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What was your experience in the investigation before the grand jury, as to

the condition of your county ?

Ansiver. I have" been foreman of a grand jury twice, four courts back, and the last
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